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On a summer's da¥ in tbe 

steel city of Sheffield, two 

cultures clashed, two visions 

were displayed. Bud Hopkins 

eo r nted itisb critic 
PETER ROGEB.SON 

BUOO Hopkins is a persuasive spe.al:::er, with a 
kindly manner. If he had follower his friend 
T ed Bloecher into the acting professioo, he 
would be well-cast as the wise, empathic 
school princip.al with infinite faith in the 
possibilities of his problem class. Yet this 
gentle, slightly greying , gentleman was 
recounting material out of the worst of 
horror stories. 

In two one-hour presentations he told 
of aliens who could enter our houses through 
c l osed doors ,  steal us away through sol id 
walls, take children for unspecific purposes 
includ ing playing strange games with 'grey' 
children. These aliens abuse us, mark and scar our bodies and souls, they place implants in 
our noses (I J, and turn us into laboratory 
animals. A vast variety of fears and phobias 

are generated by cu- contacts with them. 
Narratives of abuse by the grey al iens fade 
into stories of sexual abuse, I ike the woman 
who had a phobia about sleeping in her bed, or 
into ghost stories I ilce that of the teenage 
abductee whose parents heard a typical 
polteryeist rad:et in their house. 

Hopkins offers no mean ing or 
explanation of this, only a bel ief in their 
utterly alien 'otherness'. Because it is absurd, 
it is true. There is no point in arguing about 
the claims which, taken to their natural limit, 

would imply that 'they' could enchant the 
whole world . Indeed, for just one person to be taken from a city in broad daylight, as 
Hopkins has claimed, would virtually require 
the enchantment of the whole world. Nor does 
he offer any explanation as to why 
supertechnological aliens sti 11 leave bleeding 
wounds on their victims , beca� his answer 

is always the same and echoes the medieval 
theologians: "Strange indeed are the ways of 
the Greys" 

If one consults Hopkins books (21 very 
l ittle narrative in these stories, rather there 
are flashes of shattering

. 
images. These 

images come across in the slides Hopkins 
shows depict ing the Greys. The skinny 
figures with huge stari ng eyes raise 
memories of the starving children from 
Oxfam posters, or even of scrawny, oily 
birds taken from a dying Alaskan sea . 

As we hear Hopkins ascribe all the 
phobias in the world to the Greys, we begin to 
understand a little of what is going on: he is 
giving a name and a face to all our nameless, 
faceless fears. This surely is the point , for 
the great abduction fear is part and parcel of 
a set of fears. lt just cannot be separated 
from other fears which emerged at the same 
time, especially the ritual abuse fears. They 
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both derive their power from the central fear of the 
absolute collapse of order. and habitat , and.the 
abuse of the helpless, secret victim. 

Hopkins compares the 'Secret of the 
Abductions' to the 'Secret of the Holocaust as that 
which is too bad to be COCI!pt eheuded. Some writers 
see this as a glib statement and thus a blasphemy. maybe, but perhaps we can see it as the only meaos 
of struggling to explain the sense of 'the worst 
thing there is'. Likewise the prophets of the child­
abuse legends also see themselves as the prophets 
of 'Bad News', the limits of hc.man depravity. 

So Hopkins proclaims himself as the prophet 
of the 'Bad News', of human helpless. leSS before a 
terrible transcendence. Prophet of a world in which 
the sacred can only be experiencerl as rape: 
encounter with the numinous is never se:eo as a 
transformation but as a trauma. 

If we ask otrselves what it is that can snatch 
us from the midst of our friends, at any time, 
through the most solid walls, while others stand 

helplessly by, the answer is most surely, Death. 
That the fairies were equivalent to the dead was an 
i�tant strand in the old tradition. See the clues 
in the new fairy faith: the starved, skeletal entities, 
with their grey , putty-like skin, their aversion to 
I ight and day. They are often described as curiously 
weak and vulnerable, as being light, hollow, lilr'e.af. 
their home is a barren wasteland. These are the 
ghostly, crifting dead of Hades or Sheol, who must 
snatch the I iving to steal their blood and sex and 
life. We can see also that their glacial indifference 
is a reflection of the soulless character of the 
fairies as creabres of 'wildes ness' beyond the 
human domain. 

Though Hopkins proclaims that people do not 
want to believe in his Bad News, the reactions of 

some of the audience at his presentatitlllS suggests 
otherwise. lt is the possibility that the Greys are 
part of lJS'that we do not want to hear� If all Otr 
troubles are caused by 'them ', then we are not 1 esponsible. Many �le fl!'ilntto be helpless 
victims, for thus they are not the authors of their 
savage fate <how long before abuse by aliens 
becomes a standard defence in criminal trials?). 
Greys thus substitute for less omnipotent scapegoats such as bad parents or 'society'. 

British examples of abductions as featured in this 
conference were not very impressive. EJsie 
Oakenden's story seemed to me to be a fairly 
straightforward accotilt of a very severe migraine 
attack, rather distorted by her absorption of many 
of the attitudes and beliefs of the ufoiogists who 
investigated her story. But there is no crama, no 
medical examination, no Greys, but a 
transformation of energies, albeit into highly 
stereotyped forms. 

The other alleged British abduction 
discussed at the conference was that of the 
percipient in the llkJey 'alien photograph' case, who 
has now resolved contradictions in his original 
account by becoming an abductee.ln a sense, Peter 
Hough's problems over this case parallel .John 
Spencer's over Gulf Breeze. How does one reconcile 
a charismatic, apparently believable witness 'Nho 
produces hope less ly unsatisfactory physical 
evidence. The llkley entity is dearly modelled on 
the Hopkinsvi I le gob I ins, and all COOlfl100SeflSe tells 
us that UfO entities aren't photographable. The 
Gulf Breeze photographs (now esoo sed by Hoplcins, 
Mr Ed being an abductee) strike me as being in the 
running for the least convincing UFO phoWJraphs of 
all time prize. I simply cannot imagine how any 
intelligent adult can be taken in by them - but then I 
also fail to understand how intelligent adults can be 
impressed by Eva C's 'Le Miroir' ectoplasmic 
photographs. My New Age awareness is seriously 
impaired. In aoy case, Gulf Breeze has become a 
tourist resort on a scale which Wanninster would 
envy, with convoys of Greyhound buses conveying 
eager sightseers to local UFO haultsl3l 

Though Hopkins claims to believe in the 
literal authenticity of his stories, and denounces 
those unwilling to accept the physical reality of 
the GreyS and their medical examinations, one 
curious comment throws a different light on the 
matter. He claimed that investigators in one case 
were stalled because the abductees family could 
not come up with the $750 required for the brain­
scan needed to detect an implant. Several people 
talking afterwards thouglt this very strange . 
Surely an organisation capable of throwing away 
(oops, I'm sorry, sagaciously and wisely investing) 
$16,000 on Stanton Friedman's MJ12 nonseuse 
(sorry, important contribution to investigative 
jotrnalism) could invest $750 for what might be 
the ultimate physical evidence of lFO reality! Or 
does the wallet inhabit a l11()("e down-to--earth 
reality where we all know people don't have alien 
implants? Perhaps cash encotrages the recognition 
that the reality behind alien abductions may not be 
traceable by microscopes and cat-scc61S. 



J RDlild Two =The Ear� Strikes Back I 
From Sheffield one could detect the en1er9ing 
consensus of British ufology. The UFOs are, in this 
Green decade, going to be ozone-friendly children of 
Mother Earth. This approach is perhaps best summed 
up by Paul Devereux (41, whose lecttre consisted of a 
travelogue si ide-show of the natural and man-made 
beauties of the corntryside. Oevereux offers, at 
times, the most radical alternative to Hopkins. A 
world where the human psyche has a symbiotic 
relationship with wild nature. The 'earthlight', though 
superficially a geophysical phenomenon, also signals 
from a depth where psyche and nature are not clearly 
separable, and which emerges thf-ousil fault-lines 
which are not purely geological. Against Hopkins 
image of Victim, we have Oevereux 's of the potential 
Magus - bender of the el ements. It was interesting to 
see what proportion of the audience found Devereux 
more threatening than Hopkins! 

One can perhaps appreciate why Americans, 
inhabitants of a vast continent covering the ice 
wastes of Alaska, the heat of Death Valley, torriados, 
hurricanes , earthquakes and Mt. St. Helens, and heirs 
to an ideology grounded in the taming transformation 
of the hellish, primaeval wilderness into the 
paradisaical new World garden, might find earth 
mysteries ufology a little bit to twee, too English. 
They may find Jenny Randles alternative version of 
the earth phenomena more to their taste. 

Jenny Randles has paralleled Oevereux with 
the development of ideas about unidentified 
atmospher ic phenomena which may resonate with the 
human psyche, but her UAPs have a d istinct ly wilder, 
more savage tone. they are natur-e in the raw, capable 
of bringing death and destruction in their wake. 
Devereux evokes gentler earth lights, Randles, wild 
fire. 

In her lecture Randles predicted the 'death of 
ufology' , by its absorption into meteorology. Based on 
the book Crop Circles lSJ co-authored with Paul Fuller, 
she has followed T grence �den and his vortex 
theory to a general synthesis which explains almost 
all outstanding unexplained UfO reports. While the 
evidence that some of these cases are caused by a 
previously undescribed natural phenomenon is pretty 
persuasive, the attempt to I ink everything to one answer is less successful. Both talk and book procede 
in a trad itional ufological manner : eye-witness cases, 
history, rubbishing the oppos ition , all in an anecdotal 
fashion. The trouble is that there is no limit being 
proposed to what a Meaden Vortex could or could not 
explain. W'hat is lading from Meaden is a clear 
mathematical model, with testable predictions. 

If the editors of Magonia were the desperate 
cynics and destructive critics we are accused of 
being, then we would entt'usiastically endorse all this as the death-blow to extraterrestrial ism. Crop 
Circles is superficially convincing, especially in the 
event that J.acques Vallee unknowingly described 
vortex events in his � (61. Yet both 
John Rimmer and myself in the last few weeks have 
come up with what strikes us as the fatal flaw in 
Meaden's hypothesis. Rirnmer covers this in his 
review of the Randles-Fuller book elsewhere in this 
Magonia but I also am convinced by the non­
appearance of crop-circles around Warminster in the 

period between 1965 and 1977. sruttlewood was still 
writing in the late seventies. Why aren't his books 
full of stories, photog-aphs and strange speculations 
on crop circles? And again, why didn 't they come to 
li�t in 1963 when, in the wake of the Charltoo Crater, 
and old hole in the ground or mark in a field was being 
dragged into the t.EO myth? If fv\eaden is to be the 
undertaker, obituary notices for ufology are 
premature! Today Randles' vision is one in which 
psyche is withdrawn from nature, but earlier there 
were hints of the perils of such a lad: of witld'-awal. 
If psyche is not distinguished from a nature which is 
wild and capricious then we may have real 'Mind 
Monsters' (71. 
As perhaps befits the topsy-turvey nature of 
ufological reality the �and summing up paper at 
Sheffield was delivered first. This was the talk based 
on the book PhantomsoFiheSI:ies (8) delivered by 
co-author Andy Roberts. This received a mixed 
response, as will the book when readers realise that 

this is the book AlagoniCJ might have written a while 
ago. One veteran ufologist, a true ufological 
coelacanth, later overheard in a Manchester 
bookshop, spluttered .. Arrogant young buggers' 
they're saying it's all in the mind!". 

Not quite right. For Clcrle and Roberts the· 
numinous is located in both psyche and nature though 
perhaps in a si i�tly different way than posited by 

·either Randles or Devereux, though Clarlce can be as 
rhapsodical as Devereux in his evocation of the 
rnysterium of the countryside. However his greater 
emphasis lies in the mysteries of human perception, 
the Uf19C JeSS<Jble depths of psyche and alternate 
states of consciousness. This is no more 'knocking 
copy ' than�$ own enterprise; it is the 
statement that in looking to extraterrestrials as 
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yrxr source for awe and wonder, you are looking in 
quite the wrong direction. 

Clarke and Roberts point out that abductions 
are part of a continuum of altered states of 
consciousness , that narratives of aOO.Jctioo, out of 
the body experiences , near death experience, and 
other such interior jotrneys, merge. Rather more 
controversially they suggest that such experiences 
are natu-al events that one should be allowed to . 
have. The experience of many of Hopkins' subjects 
suggest that this could be I ike arguing that sexual 
abuse is a road to personal growth. lt might well be 
that certain forms of altered states of 
consciousness should only be entered after careful 
training and much a.J itural and individual St.f1JDrt. 
Our cult.ure, as Bertrand Meheust has pointed out , 
has no training courses for shamans. Those who have 
shamanic e:xperi� are I ikely at wor-Se to develop severely psychotic respouses and at best into non­
consensual bel ief systems. These will appear to the 
outsioo community as slightly silly, with a 
stereotyped, infonnation-f ree vocabulary. 

The fairy realm which Clarke and Roberts remind us 
of is not the gentle place 'Hhere Tinkerbell and the 
Cottingley Fairies live, but a zone of terror. Earlier I 
said that one could view fairies, both traditional and 
the contemporary Grey variety, as the dead. But the 
Gceys are not quite the equivalent of traditional 
fairies. Indeed they can be polar opposites- coldly 
efficient, over a.Jitured, over controlled, over adult. 
A sharp contrast with the 1.11lC._ultured, capricious, 
chiidish fairies of former times. Whereas in 
traditional society "loss of soul" was equal to a 
reversion to the animal, in our world "soullessness" 
means loss of any emotional response. In traditional 
iconography the most prominent feab.res of a demon were the mouth and phal Ius. Not with the Greys, they 
have slits for mouthS and no external sexual organs. They are perhaps not so much Death as a force of 
Anti-Life. 

In traditional iconography the most prominent 
featur-es of a demon were the mouth and phallus. 
Not with the Greys, they have slits for mouths 

and no external sexual organs. 

But gentler, more tradition fairy motifs can 
be fotn::t, even in Hopkins' accounts. Take Virginia 
Horton, who encot.Klters a deer which may be a fairy 
in disguise in an enchanted forest, and under 
hypnosis recalls an imperfectly modernised fairy­
revel. 'In reality' we might suggest that the blood 
which covered her came from the deer, which was 
wounded: that she held and comforted a dying deer, 
that the fairy quality was either a denial of the brute 
facts of death and blood or a visioo of transcendence 
-depending on one's own beliefs. Anyway, the story 
of Virginia and her deer is profoundly moving, and 
Hopkjns' reduction of it to 'nothing but' a cover story 
for medical examination by Greys is a sign of the 
loss of soul in American ufology. 

Remember 1r you read i't here first . _ _ ! 
Clarke and Roberts speculate abduction scenario - chi Id take in a very wide range of · ·= 
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��:���will I 
Spencer also sperulates on a a cult on the adventtres on an alien planet.� 
future religion. Some of my Atherius/Raelian model. ... A major lf'O wave j 
own suggestions are: .. The crop circles wi 11 with developments creating � 
.. A female abductee will fade �ay without any entirely new features will � 
sue the US government for conclusions being reached. emerge in Eastern Europe. � 
the release of her hybrid .. A famous astronaut As an outcome a political i 
baby held at a top secret will announce he is a movement with real strength � 
establishment. contactee. will develop. � 
.. A book will be .. There will be a much .. Ufology, even though I 
plblished describing hypnotic more elaborate hoax, t11iting dead and hlried, will come � 
reg'eSSions to abductions in physical evidence, out of its grave at midnight � 

- � li��ific crime will �'t\� �� and and sucl: some blood! 

�-:-_!==.�=-� be committed inspired by the s�isticated way, which will 



AMERICA STRIKES 
BACK 

Furtber Rumblings lrom Across 
tbe Atlantic 

Tbomas E. Dullard 

tLE DID I IMAGINE that my 'American Way' 
article in A-fagonia 34 would provoke such an 
uprising of criticism as I find in �35. 

Peter Rogerson, Martin Kottmeyer, Hilary Evans and 
Dennis Sti 11 ings take aim at my article or other 
owritings with lethal intent and often deadly effect. 
Surrounded from every side, like any good American I 
must circle the waggons and defend my scalp. 

The apparent stability of abduction reports 
poses a genuine puzzle from my perspective as a 
folklorist. A fixerl sequence and similar con�t 
recurrerl far more than chance would allow among 
300 cases I examined in my co�ative study of 
published reports. 0) Growing evidence suggests that 
abduction reports vary more than the rnceived 
literature would suggest, and how far this trend will 
go is an importanT indicator to watch. Even allowing 
for as much increase in variety as I have seen, the 
stability of these narratives still exceeds all 
expectations for folld� obeying the famil-iar 
dynamics of oral literature. If these narratives are 
folklore in any usual sensa, they manifest unique 
properties and stand apart as remarkably 
uncharacteristic. 

lne capacity of forms and contents to persist 
in tradition through time and distance is a defining 
characteristic of folklore. Similar jokes and legends 
turn up thousands of miles apart after passing among 
dozens of narrators along the way. Folktales like 
Cinderella recur in recognisable form all over Europe, 
and even the Zuni Indians tell a story about a poor but 
beautiful girl who acquires rich clothing through 
supernatural help, then loses her finery by violating 
a time limit. the cultural players change so that a 
friendly herd of turkeys replaces the fairy 
godmother, but the plot similarities are 

unmistakable. (2) 
Larger patterns like the life of the hero shape 

the biographies of Moses and Jesus, the 'epic of 
defeat' pattern lends its form to accornts of such 
recent historical events as Custer's Last Stand. 0) A 
recognised collection of motifs drifts in and out of 

folk narratives of all sorts: fictitious, told for true, 
even personal-experience stories. The types, 
themes, patterns and motifs of folk tradition 
become old friends to the folklorist. they peep out in 
different guises, adapterl to their circumstances and 
times but always familiar; a timeless link uniting 
past and present in one unbroken tradition. 

Stability is ooe �llrnarlc of folklore, but 
variation is another. The mercurial alterations of 
folk narratives as told by the folk often slip out of 
mind even amongst folklorists who have often 
centred more on a dead, literary text than on living, 
functioning cultural products. (4) In scholars' 
schemes of classification folktales exist as ideal 
types, but in reality each tale is a unique creation, 
drawing on recurrent plots and motifs, but arranged 
in an idiosyncratic and creative way by each 
narrator. (S) Legend characteristics are looseness 
of form and content unified only by a core of belief. 
(6) Living folklore is always fluid, 'and few narrators 
serve as mere relay stations. Each teller adds, 
leaves out, or modifies some part of everything he 
tells. Every narrative we hear reflects a more or 
less lengthy history of the improvements, 
alterations, rearrangements and embellishments of 
many narrators. Stability does not mean that a 
complex narrative endtres as a mono I ithic whole. 
The stability of living oral tradition is a far more 
modest concept, and amounts to two or more 
narratives sharing some elements of form and 
content. These shared elements may loom large in 
the sight of whoever recognises them, but 
diffe1 euces often far outweigh similarities. 

Too much emphasis on stability and too little 
on variation is a common misconception fostered by 
the traditions of folklore scholarship. Rogerson 
speaks of a set pattern for stories and songs 
enforced by a critical audience. This 'Law of Self­
Correction' he alludes to is respectable folkloric 
theory, but limited in application. Self-correction 
depends on an unchanging society where everyone 
knows the tradition and prizes it for its aesthetic 
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value. Then the audience may correct deviations and 
guard the stability of the tradition, but such 
suppression of variation could woric ooly locally, 
among groups that meet face to face. Each locality 
and group would differ slightly, with variation the 
outcome. m 

Genres I ike the legend actually encourage 
disagreement (8). Studies of live legend-telling 
sessions have found that the lifeblood of these 
narratives is dispute, where people argue over facts 
and their interpretation. Consensus is foredoomed in 
such a situation, but the climate is ideal for 
variatioo in form and content to fiDlrish. As a 
general principle in folklore it is safe to say that 
whatever can vary, will vary . lt is even safe to say 
that what should not vary, probably w ill vary. Jokes 
have an exacting structure of set-:-up and punch I ine. 
they allow for little tampering if the humour is to 
succeed, yet we all know hoc,..o 
often jokes fail. the variation 
may be accidental or deliberate , 
but it is a constant process in 

·- · the narration of folklore. 

6 
of comtless published collections. Living folklore 
pulses with the currents of contempor;ry 
existence. Urban legends of poodles that explode 
when placed in a microwave to Ei-y, express fear of 
technology, accounts of earthworms in harntxrgers 
express uncertainties about the trustworthiness of 
business and the safety of food. (11) Jolces are 
immediately topical, drawing on politics, fads and 
mores for humour . the hopes, fears, values of 
narrators are embodied in their folklore. So 
sensitive is folklore to its cultural milieu that 
collectors usually meet with disappointment when 
they rettrn to an area after a period of years. liZJ 
If abductions lad: a personal touch , this condition is 
atypical of folklore, and the reason must be �t 
in abductees. their experiences or the presentation 
of their narratives . 

Scholarly tradition emphasises stability over 
variation in folklore when in 
fact variation constantly 
revolves the order of any 
narrative type. The same should 
be true of abductions if they are 
folklore. 1nese narratives are 
long and complex, fantastic in 
context, controversial in nature, 
and the personal claims of 
individual abductees. If any kind 
of story should generate a 
luxuriant profusion of variants, 
this is it. What we find instead 
is a surprisingly lJ1Changiog 
narrative type. Folklore should 
not behave this way. My critics 
propose two reasons to account 
for this stabil ity . 

Rogerson points out a 
false analogy when I compare 
long-traditional folklore with 
narratives spread for ZO years 
and largely via electronic or 
printed media. Folklorists have 
long treated the history of any 
tradition as a settling-down 
process. (9} The longer a 
narrative type has been around, 
the more it will demonstrate 
such classic properties of oral 
tradition as variation, 
widespread distribution and 
refinement of form and content so that the idiosyncratic 
disappears and general patterns come to the fore. Now we lmow 

� E. EJujJard 

Both Rogerson and 
Stillings raise an important 
question of how selective the 
published sample of abduction 
reports may be. If the authors 

that time is not the vital element. We have wat.dled 
folklore in formation, seen it pass from oral 
tradition into the media and bad out; followed the 
I ightning �d of narratives and their equally 
rapid evolution from raw idea or vague rt.mOur to 
polished joke or urban legend. (10) Good narrators 
may serve l4J a well-structured story from the 
start. 20 years may be 19 years and 12 months longer 
than a narrative needs to become fully 'folklorized'. 
The dynamics of folklore apply to the new and the 
vintage alike. Media involvement has proved only 
another 'voice' in the process of oral transmission, a 
way to speed up folk pt ocesses (including variation) 
rather than an agent of homogenization. 

Another 'tradition of scholarship', to use Oavid 
Hufford's term, can explain the apparent 
information poverty of abduction reports noted by 
Stillings. He finds ordinary conversation to be 
information-rich whereas myth and folklore say 
little about contemporary hunan life. the folk lore he 
is most likely referring to is the folklore presented 
by folklorists. They have traditionally denabred 
their texts , rewritten them to purge the unique or 
topical and emphasise those universal but face less 
elements the folklorist thinks should be there. This 
correction process has drained the 

.
cultural _life out 

have selected, rewritten and homogenised these 
themes , we readers may read a story rru:h less 
varied than the abductees actually told. I confess 
that the same question bothered me. I also admit 
that I am in a poor position to give a judicious answer. My comparat ive study treats published sources, so its reliability depends on their 
rBpc esentitiveness and accuracy. Tile only respocase 
I can offer comes from an accornt of the 
investigators of 103 high-information, high 
reliability cases. I found that 17 cases included Leo 
Sprinkle in the investigation, 10 Budd HopJcins, 9 Ray 
Fowl er, 5 James Harder and 5 Ann Druff el. Two 
teams or individual investigators dealt with 3 
entries each, another seven with 2 each, and the 
remaining 37 cases came from individuals or � 
indepeudeut of investigators in any other entry. Six 
investigators are associated with 46 cases, nearly 
half the total, though few cases rep esent solo 
effort. 

Looking at the runbers another way, the 
investigators differ in 51 cases. That's quite a few 
hands to dabble in the pot and still serve up a 
consistent story. Critics may argue that 
investigators, hypnotists, writers, editors, and 
anyone else in the chain from report to publication 



have helped impose conformi ty on these texts, and 
they may be right. The fact is that no investigator 
records s lav i sh dupl icate abductions. Sprinkle finds 
'nice guy' a l iens and a lso the torturers of the Casey 
County case: Hopkins has cruel a l iens but also the 
friendly bei ngs  who met Virgin ia Horton. And so i t  
goes - the skeleton rema ins the same but the f lesh 
differs somewhat from case to case. My bottom l ine 
of doubt remains that that any group of even fi fty or 
so individua l s  could ma intain the coherence of such a 
complex narrative as the abduct i on story without 
careful and del iberate co l l us i on.  

The mystery of abductions from a folk lorist's 
standpo int is sti l l  the dozens o f  reports, a l ike in 
sequence and deta i ls.  Rogerson counters that 
contactee yarns from the 1950's had simi lar it ies and 
accounts of w itches sabbats included a weal th of 
simi lar deta i ls .  True up to a point,  but contactee 
stories were highly 
i ndivi dU<Ji i st i c  despi te some 

pecul iarity of abduction reports. Just becacase 
peopl e  know how to tell  a good story does not mean 
that they exercise their ski l ls often or wel l .  An 
exam i nati on  of the variants of urban legends shows 
that these narratives are highly vo lati le, subject to 
frequent change and I ilce ly to fal l  short of their 
aesthet i c  potentials.  Narrators scramble the parts, 
ruin the form, and settle for inartistic 
presentations as a matter of course . Drama remains 
a goa l only somet imes achi eved in  everyday 
practice .  In thi s  I i ght the stabi I ity of abductions 
once agai n  r ises to anoma l y  status� since we shoul d  
expect more stories told  the wrong way than we 
actU<J I I y  see . 

He also assumes, and rash l y  I think,  that 
everyone assigns the same emotional values to the 
var i ous episodes. Even given the same elements, two 
story-te l lers may may focus on different parts as 

e f f arts by the pr i ne i p Ies to ::::<::::::::::::::::<::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::<:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
::::::::::::::::: 

the most important or emotion 
packed. One narrators c l imax 
becomes another's footnote. 
The idea that there is only one 
good way to tel l  a story harks 
back to the percept ion of 
tradi t i on  as a pri son , whereas 
fo lk lor i sts have come to regard 
tradition as a framework 
conducive to creat iv i ty . Not 
every creative choi ce is as easy or necessar i l y  as effect ive as 
another, but good narrators 
make the differences work. If 
abducti ons are fictitious, 
narrators have d i fferent 
options to explore, 
arrangements to try and ways 
to dramatize them al l .  

support one another 's tales .  :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Witches sabbats scatter :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: consi derab l y  in events and <:::::::>WitCfies::::sabba.tS:::scatter.::::::: 
deta i Is ,  despi te i nvest igators· ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::<::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::<::::::<:::::

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
manual s  and s i ngu lar ly .·.·.·::::.·:.·:.·:::::.·.�·d::::::.·:Bf·::::.:.·:::.·:.·.·.·:::.·.·.·::.f"·::.·.·:.·: 

persuasive ways of leading the }}::::fe��:f.:.:./f::\�\.:.:::-:Y}�Y:�Y�!:J-:.:-�:::::::::: 
witness! No, the s tabi I i ty of ·::::::::::::::::::::.·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

abduction reports has a :::::::::?}:}:��¥t:����:��{���.e{f�}}}:}::: ���; �:;;
i;s

P���;��y�� ft�:ey 
:::::�:::�:::i:ri:J��t�t:::�{rif.;:��:::rii1iriiliii�:�:}::: 
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���=�;{��i����i:: : : : �� iihi§��t% :: : : 
�;�� �a��e����: i�;� l l  UFO :./t/tt#.f*fui:#i\f¥.?�%§;::?.f{{{{:� 
����� bv�t:�7�:7��;���h ::�???}J����#.�\��S¥If¥�¥t���}}}: 
and sel f  -coherent enough to ·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
cha l l enge convent i ona l :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
interpretation. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: The second explanation ·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·: 
for stabi I i ty in abduct ion 

·:::::::::::::::::::::.·:::::::::::::::::::.·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::. 

reports appears in Kottmeyer's 

K.ottmeyer l im i ts his 
explanations to the overal l  
sequence o f  ep isodes, when in 
fact the sequencing of events 
within episodes compl icates the 
abduct ion story even more. the 
'capture' episode and especiaHy 

art ic le ,  certainly one of the most effective and 
devastating cri t i ques ever offererl against the 
abduction phenomenon. He says that the reports 
assume the sequence they do because this sequence 
is the right way to te l l  a story. The episodes in 
abduction reports and narrat ives from many other 
cul tural contexts a l i gn according to a dramatic 
structure because this  order best real ises the 
emotiona l  potentia l  of the story e l ements. When the 
episodes are properly p l ayed aga inst one another for 
contrast and suspense, the arrangement optimizes 
the impact of the whole.  

the actual procurement of a captive by the beings, 
fol l ows a lengthy i t inerary. So does the examinat ion 
episode. here too we find remarkable stab i l i ty,  
despi te so many added opportun it ies for var iation .  
With s o  much var iety among much shorter urban 
legends, the relative invarianc::e of long, l oose 
abduc.tion narrati ves  comes as a l l  the greater 
surpr1se. 

K.ottmeyer's ins ights converge on fol k l or ists' 
thinking about form in urban legends (]3), wh ich 
mani fest a cunning organ isati on  based on dramatic 
structure and the withholdi ng of key information to 
bui ld suspense and spring a surprise at the end. 
These tales c irculate in sloppy and weB-structured 
versions, with some narrators abl e  to pick up the 
bare e lements and recast them into a good form, with 
an unconscious intuition for what makes a 'good 
story'.  But the same researdl that confirms 
K.ottmeyer 's general pr inciple also underscores the 

The bu lk of K.ottmeyer's art ic le goes to 
uncovering para l l els between sci ence fict ion and 
abduct ions. Leg i t imate extraterrestrials shoul d  be 
independent of culture and marlc a discontinuity with 
the past. Cul tural ly derived stories of a l i ens shou l d  
have cultural antecedents. In  support of this 
pri nc ip le he demonstrates with amp l e  evidence that 
abduction i deas are nothing new under the sun, but 
are represented w ith cons iderab le fide l i ty in the SF 
movies and l i terature to which many people have 
been exposed. Themes of reproductive concern and 
dyi ng  planets, practices l ike though removal and 
medica l  examination, descriptive deta i l s  such as 
large cran ia and short stature have ready examples 
in the movies. The comparison retJUires no 
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gymnastics of the· imagination. Some of the ideas are 
quite I iter a l l y  interchangeable from one medium to · 
the other. 

He detai l s  possib le  influences on the Hi l l  case a 
greatest length , part ia l ly motivated by my cla im 
that the Hi l l 's underwent thei r  abducti on ' ent ire ly 
unpredi sposed'. What I intended to say was that their 
abduct ion story was new to the UFO l iterature, but 
Kottmeyer notes that Donald Keyhoe d isa rssed short 
be ings w i th k idnap on their minds in the very book 
Betty read short l y  after the ' interrupted journey '. 
Moreover Keyhoe's assumpt ion that a l iens would 

''The derivation of the needle 
in the navel incident strikes me 
as clever but unpersuasive '' 

v i s i t  on a sc ient i f ic mission lent credib i l i ty to ideas 
l ike medi cal  exam i nat ion. \N'h i le the synthesi s  of the 
abduct ion story may rest w i th the Hi l ls ,  Kottmeyer 
makes c l ear beyond doubt that the pieces were 
a l ready there for tak i ng off the cul tura l  shel f. 

Not al l of Kottmeyer's i dent i f icat ions are 
equa l ly conv inc i ng . The derivation of the needle- in­
the-navel inc i dent from an i mage in Invaders from 
.�Uirsstrikes me as c l ever but unpersuas ive. The 
Invasion of the Satx:er Mn al iens are short and b ig­
headed, but the eyes, ears, mouth, veined cranium 
and general expression are al l wrong. Such 
di ffet esteeS of opin ion in no way detract from the 
overal l  case that abductions owe much to cu ltural 
i n f luences. 

One of the most powerfu l arguments invo lves 
the Kenneth Amold s i ghting.  Amold described an odd 
form, half  wedge, hal f  disc, but it was the term 
' f lying saucer' that captivated the public 
imagination. People  reported saucers - nice regular 
shapes which have so dominated reports that a 
concept of cultural or ig in seems certain to have 
determined the 1947 sight ings . I do not i ntend to 
refute the cul tural-influence �xplanation, since I 

quite agree that this force is hard at work in the UFO 
phetiOfllettou� Rogersoc• allows that- abductions may 
have an exper ientia l basis, though the experience is 
a consequence of cu ltura l influences . This is the way 
fo lklor ists have explained extra-normal encounters: 
traditional bel iefs raise expectations, and 
expectation shapes ambiguous stimul i in its own 
i mage. (].4) Certa i n ly most UFO reports fal l  into thi s  
category. 

My intention is rather to show that cu l tura l 
inf luence may not be the whol e  story, whereas 
primary experience or a combination of exper ience 
and i nf luence may provide a better explanat ion . 
Folk lorists have begun to bend their r igid stance of 
the supposedly one-way relationship of cause and 
effect. Oavid Huffon:J 's research with 'Old Hag' 
traditions has establ ished that sometimes 
experienca comes first and tradit i on develops later 
as a human response to an experient ia l fact . this 
poss i b i l i ty is reasonable enough , but acceptance has 
come slowly. (]S) 

The prospect of fac ing an unusual and 
un fam i l iar experience ra ises some interesting 
prob I ems .  How do you descr ibe i t? How do you 
understand i t? The terms of description and 
conceptual structure of understanding are 
themsel ves tradi t i ons . We rely on past experiences 
to dea l  w i th the present,  but o ld acquaintances break 
down before nove l ty.  When nothi ng  qui te  f i ts,  we 
must turn to approx i ma t i ons and metaphors as ways 
to get a handle on the puzz le ,  however part i a l  and 
s l i ppery our grasp.  Fami l i ar term i no l ogy and 
c l assi f ications may not do the job , but rather than 
leave a phenomenon uncomprehended and ine ffab l e, 
most of us opt for pos i t ive categor ies and 
cornmt.m i cat i on w ith others even if our choi ces 
require a comprom i se  of observational i ntegri ty 

App l y i ng  thi s  pr inc ip l e  to the 1947 saucers , 
Arno l d  bel i eved that he saw experimenta l  m i l itary 
a i rcraft and could descr ibe what he thought they 
l ooked l ike w i thout firm cul tural obl igations. Those 
who fol l owed were not so lucky. For them the ' f ly i ng 
saucer' image set a powerful precedent. A des ire to 
conform, eagerness to jo in the exci tement,  and the 
pressure of expectation inf luenced many people to 
convert vague stimu l i  i nto flying discs .  What i f  
someone saw someth ing that was not a disc? The 
same pressure wou ld come to bear on h im , driving 
h i m  to simpl i fy his  observat ion towards the ' norm ' ,  
perhaps even to recast his  memories in  the orthodox 
mould. Where a s tubborn individua l might resist, the 
media wou ld soon round off the erlges of his report 
for him , and he wou l d  go on record as seeing a saucer 
in spite of himself. The fact is, we do not know for 
certain the proportion of saucer shapes to 
Arnoldesque shapes amongst 1947 reports. T ed 
B loecher's admirable study l ists shapes on l y 
accord i09 to genera l category, so the finer po ints 
get lost. Newspaper writers mediated in most of the 
reports he cites, and the no ise-to-signal ratio 
neC8ssar i ly  runs high among these accou1ts, even if 
a real s i gnal exists. Given these handicaps and the 
consequent shortcomings of evidence, and firm 
conc lus ion that the 1947 wave is al l cultural no ise 
amounts to a leap of fa i th  instead of a logical step. 

Abductions pose a far more formidable 
chal lenge to the w i tness. Tile event is more complex, 



far stranger ,  persona l ly threateni ng  and viewed in a 
state of mental impa irment accord ing to most 
reports. An abductee wou ld hard ly return f luent in 
the language of the unknown . He would stumble to 
describe it and lean on every verbal or v i sua l crutch. 
Even Bamey Hi l l 's al ien w i th wraparound eyes need 
not whol ly be a product of inf luence. If John Fu l l er 
conveys a fa i thfu l summary of the Hi l l 's conscious 
memories, then we know that the eyes troubled 
Barney before hypnosi s a nd  before t he  Outer Limits 
episode was a i red. I s  i t  so strange that he would 
grope for a handy v i sual s imi le ,  and grasp one from a 
recent TV show? I doubt i t .  Most of us do the same 
a l l the t i me , enr ich ing our stock of express i ons and 
humour w i th borrow ings from the med i a .  Even if h i s  
descr i ption bent towards the image of the television 
al ien, thi s  fact does not negate the rea l i ty of his 
bas i c  observation.  Television seems not to have 

the search to science fiction? the pool of influence 
grows into an ocean if we inc lude every possibl e 
cul tural source, s ince we can f ind strange, 
penetrat i r19 eyes among fa ir ies, or demons that 
torture w i th  sharp pointed objects in  the popular 
vision of hel l .  The hUnt for paral l e ls is a search that never fa i ls . Folk lorists have over indu lged from t ime 
to t ime, especia l ly in the heyday of solar mythol ogy .  
One cauti on agai nst setting too much store in 
para l le l s  came when a folk lorist app l ied the hero 
pattern to the l i fe of Abraham Lincoln,  and found 
tha t L incoln promptly dissolved into myth . IThe 
Amer ican educational system has since achieved 
s imi l ar results using ignorance as the so lventJ The 
mora l ( in both cases) is that too much lax i ty of 
app l ication may l ook proper enough, but st i l l leads to 
fa lse resu lts . 

St i l l ings denounces me for such concretist 
p lanted a preoccupat ion w i th 
strange eyes in h is mind .  
Experi enee seems to have taken 
the lead in that. 

statements as " fairies do not 
:��-�����;,-;;_-===--E.E���::..:::·::.s:::;::::::::::..;�-�£�..2 f ly in �ceships or use eye- l ike §:��.;f�_}��--- -==:.==---�������� -.-

An argument a long these 
I ines may expla in why no 
paediatr ic ian known to Sti l l i ngs 
has reported abductions, a 
puzz l i ng s ituat i on i f  they are as 
common as ufologists c la im . A 
chi Id coul d  not ident ify an 
abduct i on by name or descri be 
unfam i l iar s ights in prec ise 
terms, and a paediatr ic ian 
m ight not be fam i l iar w i th the 
abduct i on phenomenon, or 
sensi t i ve enough to connect i t  
wi th a chi ld's clumsy 
approx imat i ons  even i f aware. A 
paed iatr ic i an used to hearing 
the whi ms ica l  yams of chi ldren 
m ight d ism i ss abduct i on 
evidence w ithout ever 
recogn is ing it.  Paediatricians 
conform to their professional 
trad it i ons as wel l as anyone 
else.  

scann ing dev ices." Even va l id 
: - : - : - : - : - : - : - : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :

: : : : : : : : : : : : : :
: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : para l le ls  do not dup l i cate one 

- : - : - : - : - : - : - : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : > : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : another exactly, so he rightly · · · · · · · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · . · notes that I overstate the case .  
: < :Th�: ·P��r:��f:�i����: : : : :  the point I wished t o  make 
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persuasive they must relate 
: < :)J:i�:l��:��e )���: :�: : : : : :  homologues rather than 
: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :

: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :  ana logues. Homol09ues are 
: : : > :Jnfltieritiai : :aft�r:alt>:> l ikenesses based on deep 
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: : : : : : : : : : :  Estab l i sh i ng homologies 
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·
: 

· : · : · : · : · : : : : : : : : : : : : : ::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : · : · . · . · _ · _ · . · . 
· represents no easy task but for 

a start the conf idence in a 
comparison rises when the 
tenns are specific, complex 

I f  proponents of cultural i nf luence accept that 
it equips the imagination to counterfe i t  an entire 
exper ience, they can also a l l ow i t  a more l im ited role 
as modifier of real experience. An overlay of 
terminology or conceptual fi lter based on prior 
knowledge would chamel the report to the realm of 
the fami l i ar . The influence argument cuts both ways, 
Influence based fantasy or inf luence-modified 
exper ience could both account for abduction reports, 
and such an argument loses its edge . 

patterns match, and near-parity of elements 
prevai l s  (that is ,  most el ements correspond and few 
are left over). A genuine case of cultural influence 
may not fulfi l these str ingent criteria, but they set 
a worth standard for evidence. lt shoul d  be clear 
that an argument founded on stray resemb lances and 
abstracted patterns fal ls  wel l  short of thi s  �1 . 

The wonder then is not that every element of 
the abductions story has its antecedents, hut that 
the story-tel lers use so few of the avai l able 
possi b i l ities.  Science fict i on al iens come in  a l l  
shapes and sizes, science fiction story l ines 
d iversify wel l  beyond any sing le plot. Even if the Hi 1 1  
report has become the guiding l ight for atxiuctees, 
they have gone through l i fe exposed to other ideas 
that would p lay wel l  with in  an abduction frameworlc. 
If the Hi l l 's vivid fantasy was born out of science 
fict ion influences and l itt le else, surely these same 
images have power enough to break the stranglehold 
of thi s  story and stimulate other narrators to a 

Kottmeyer attempts to resolve the issue with 
an appea l to s imp l ic ity: is there anyth ing in the 
abduct i on story without an ant&edent i n  science­
f ict ion? I wou ld have to give a negative answer. Even 
if modified rea l i ty could account for the cu l tura l ly 
derived patterns and content i n  reports, simp l ic ity 
throws the decision to a subjective orig in.  

This l ine of reason ing is  forma l l y  correct, but I 
d istrust it because the crit ics have a vast reservoir 
of para l le ls  from which to draw. Sci ence f i ction has 
generated so many images that some of them are 
bound to match up with abductions. In fact why l imit 

I itt le creative adventurousness now and then. The 
power of sc ience-f ict ion ideas shou ld destab i l ise 
abduct i on reports, or else cu ltura l influences are not 

9 
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not so inf luenti a l after al I .  
Sti l l ings claims that Americans s tart  w ith ETH 

be l i efs and dismiss without due consideration a l l  
explanations based on psychology, cultural inf luence 
or hypnotic confabulation. This statement stings my 
pride, since I thought I had given some cons iderat ion 
to just these issues . My comparative study of 
reports explored the folkloric affinities of 
abducti ons and my investigation of hypnosis 
inquired into i ts  potentia! as a solution. l16J I n  both 
cases I examined a great deal of evidence, and in 
both cases I found the subject i ve ans wers  wanting. 
Nor do I mean to hog a l l  the credi t. El izabeth S later 's 
evaluation of abductees, June Parne l l 's tests of 
close-encounter experients, and Rima La ibow ' s 
studies of post-traumat ic stress discrder have set 
the psychological  study of abductees on a sound 
ev identia l footing. At the heart of the matter, 
American investigators have worted closely w ith 
ahductees, a great many abducU!es , prob ing their 
stories in depth and fo l low ing up on l ife changes and 
consequences. 

Rages sa a ra inns the psycho log ical issue by 
citing Dlarles Hickson's emes-ges.c:e as a contactee, 
and sees here an examp le of real ity at oddS w ith the 
image of normalcy promoted by ufo log ists . \N'hat we 
can say about abductee psycho logy is the Keul and 
Phi l l ips have found evidence for mental disturbance 
and soc ia l dissalisf act ion among close-encounter 
c l aimants. Slater found no psychopathology among 
the nine abductees she stud ied , rather a set of 
characteristics that cou ld mean either fantasy­
prone pet-sona l it i es o� traumat ic victimisation. 
Parnel l  found no evidence for psychopathology or 
abOve-average capacity for imagination among 
close-encounter wi tnesses, wh i le abductees proved 
to be among the least. imaginative 500 jects in her 
sample. (17) The picture remains vague and 
inconc lusive. With such evidence, is American 
reluctance to jump upon a psychological  bandwaggon 
surpr is ing? 

The Hickson example restrrects the problem 
of what is cause, what is  effect in the abduction 
phenomenon. The poss ibi l i ties that certain 
psychological manifestations are conseq.JeOCeS of an experience deserves more serious consideration 
than my critics appear to have given. An indiv idual 
with the right psychological predispositions might 
report contact with a l iens and later undergo 
profound l ife changes ak in to rel igious conversion, 
all  as part of his psychological makeup. Yet it  is no 
less reasonab le to bel ieve that an unpredisposed 
individua l  m ight change in drastic ways as a resu lt 
of a real and deeply d isb.rbing experience. John 
Rimmer's editorial mentions Laibow's f ind ing that 
abductees report a high incidence of childhood 
sexual abuse. Before jumping to any conclusion that 
abductions serve as screen memories for actual 
abuse, another clue shou ld be noted: Abduct ion 
rnernor ies do not relate to abuse memor ies in the 
right way for a screen, s ince the abuse memor ies 
screen the abduction. ( 18) So which is cause and 
wh ich is effect? Such evidence by oo means proves 
al iens, but it means that the problem is more 
convoluted that psychological pt opoueuts have 
acknowledged. 

One crit ic ism level led by Sti l l ings is 

Llldeniable: ETH supporters can rat iona l ise anything 
w ith their theory. lt is flex ib le enough to 
accommodate al l sorts of phenomena, and difficult 
to fals ify . Anyone 'Nho has taken abduct ions 
seriously and fOLild psycho-social reructions 
unsatisfy ing rn.JSi: troubl e  over this difficu lty in 
the Ern position. 

At the same time psycho-soc ia l  advocates set 
their house in l i tt le better order. I agree with Evans 
that European ufological investigations have been 
both extensive in effort and excell ent in quality. ! 
apo l og ise for gi ving the inadvertent impression 
that I corisidered them anything less. However I sti 1 1  
f ind the present psycho-soc ial theor ies as much a 
Procrustean Bed as Sti l l ings regards the efforts as 
Ameri can ufologists. 

We can thank the psycho-social school for a 
surfe i t  of explanations, few of them developed 
beyond the stage of vague suggestiveness. I found 
that reports obtai ned  by hypnosis simi lar to 
reports 1 etrternbel ed spontaneously and concluded 
that hypnosis played l itt le part in shaping the 
abduct ion story. Sti l l ings questions thi s  conclusion 
on the grotilds that hypnotic and other aJtered 
states can occur without forma l induct ion. He is 
r ight, but scept ics (and St i l l ings himself in the 
same art ic le) usually advocate a faci l itative and 
not a causa l ro le for hypnosis in abduction making. 
Hypnos is enhances susceptibi l ity to influence so a 
subject readi ly fol l ows the lead of the hypnotist. 
When a hypnotist is a be l iever he may coofabulate 
and abduct i on with the subject. Consistencies in the 
reports then trace to hypnotists who want to hear 
the same- abduction story and pass their 
expectations along to a receptive subject. Thi s  
argumen t  suffers i f  people tel l  a simi lar story 
without benefit of leadership, which happens in the 
case of spontaneous recal l .  

I f  Sti l l i ngs w i shes  highway hypnos i s  or some 
other altered-consc iousness condition to account 
for abduct ions, he has an estab l ished natural 
phenomenon on his s ide, but he must sti 1 1  exp la in 
how nab.ral hypnosis produces a story I ike other 
abduction stori es. If a hypnoti st who leads a 
witness is a l l  i mportant in one exp lanat ion, where i s  
the leader in  the other? Though one solut ion goes 
down in flames, p lenty more wa it in the wings. 
Perhaps the w itness is a fantasy-prone or botr.dary­
def ic it  type? If I point out that these people should 
te l l  the most varied stories instead of the most 
stable my oppouents have fresh arguments: perhaps an over-zealous, Svengal i-1 ike invest igator or a well­
int8nt ioned but fata l bias in establishing the sample 
of cases. Perhaps the answer l ies not with research 
errors but with I ife conditions or mental states 
that predispose the witnesses, or the blame may l i e  
w i th  lV, mov ies, SF i mages ;  when hard pressed 
electro-magnetic fields from seismic events may 
come to the rescue. 

This leaves an impression of ad hoc 
arguments adcressed to one or another aspect of 
the pheiKXTlmoa rather than to the whole problem. 
Each explanation may succeed in one area but fai l  in 
another. Too many explanations ooden:ut the 
credibi l ity of any one, and only Kottmeyer states 
his case in depth. Psyclxt-social pt opoueuts seem to 
take their answers too much for granted and with 
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few exceptions fai l  to rxrture an embryonic case to 
ful l  tarm. 

In the end abductions present a sort of 
orthoteny in  reverse. This time we have the 
straight-l ine of consistent story g iven to us, and 
seek the points on which it rests. The field is 
crowded w i th possible a lternatives; expl anati ons  
pi le  layers deep. Somehow the l ine stays true . What 
makes the s i tuation so striking is i tse lf  a psycho­
socia l  argument. The knowledge that comes from 
folklore research and demonstrates the l ikel ihood of 
variation. Whether folklore sprouts from the deep 
psyche or takes root in cul tural i nf luences , the 
resulting narratives blossom with creativity and 
individua l i ty w i thin tradit ional frames. Personal 
experi ence accounts bear a r ichness of personal 
idiosyncrasies. Abd.Jction reports s imply mismatch 
other foJidore in these signif icant respects. 

I sympathise with Evans when he says that an 
ETH explanation for abductions is ridd led with 
contradictions and simply does not work.  Michael 
Swords makes a thoroughly compel I ing case against 
hybridisation, and no-one has yet solved the problem 
of how a l i ens in  vast numbers can cross l ight yea-s 
of space to reach earth then f ind nothing better to 

do than repeat the same old  lab exercises. (19) If I 
truly bel i eved that a l iens could seize me I woul d  
spend my I ife i n  the company o f  a hundred other 
people, a l l  armed to the teeth and ready to 
demonstrate to any short grey house-guests that 
happiness is a warm' AK-47. 1 do not, therefore deep 
down I do not bel ieve. A l i teral reading of 
abductions c lashes with common-sense and learned 
good sense al ike, but that reason in itself  g ives me 
I icence to question but not to close my eyes. The 
evidence as l see it shows me a puzzle  that I camot 
solve with reference to conventional phenomena 
known to me, nor have the a lternatives offered by 
psycho-social advocates proved adequate to the 
task. On the other hand a l i teral  reading best fits 
the story l ine.  I may not bel ieve that abductions asa 
real experiences, but we have no better answer for 
now. 

After a l l ,  I was under the impression that 
proper young Victorians discovererl ladies' legs by 
experience, perhaps for a monetary consideration or otherw i se, but without the need for an 
i ntermediary. In Europe as in America,  experience is 
the best teacher. 

EJ SWORDS, 
Michaei 0. 
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'Extr aten-estri al 
Hybridisatlon 

Unlikdy', 

MUFON UFO 
Journal, 247 
(nov. 1988) 6-10. 

A NOte on tbe� Dramati·c Structure ol 
Fantastical_ Productions 

(] F UFOLOGY WERE a mainstream 
discipl ine, Martin Kottmeyer's 
devastating cr it icism of certain 
claims made by Budd Hopkins and 

Eddie Bu l larrl would mean that erroneous 
assertions would die and r i se no more . 
('Entirely Unpredisposed', .Mugonia 35, 
January, 1990) Unfortunately 
experience te l ls us that almost any 
ufological claim w i l l  f ind i ts adherents, 
and l ike the lJndead of the horror f i lms, 
these claims wil l  periodical ly emerge 
from their mouldy tombs and walk the 
earth again. The proper stake to be 
driven through the heart of the 
deathless abduction nonsense has yet to 
be fornd. 

But I digress ... What I would I ilce 
to draw attention to are the c la ims 
made by Bul lard about the structure of 
abduction narratives. Martin  
Kottmeyer has discussed the dramatic 
e lements i n  ufological accounts at 

Dennis Stillincs 

length in an earl ier A-fagoniaessay ( 1 )  
and now draws crit ical  attention to 
these e lements aga in in "Entirely Unpredisposed'. Kottmeyer presents 
Bul lard's structtre of the abduction 
narrative as (}) capture, (2) examination,  
CD conference, (4) tour, (5) otherworldly 
jotrney, (6) theophany, (]) return, and (8) 
aftermath. l2J As Bul l ard and 
Kottmeyer point out, a l l  these e lements 
do not necessar i ly appear in every 
narrative nor do they always appear �n  
just this order. In fact a narrative 
containing the compl ete sequence of 
events is relatively rare, departures 
from this order , however, are a lso scarce. I w i l l  not quibble with Bul lard's 
structural analysis. it seems accurate. 

But Bullard's c laim that the consistancy of the structure is  
indicative of real experience (JJ is - as 
Kotbneyer i l lustrates - unfounded. By 
way of the 1930 comic strip story 'Tiger 

Men of Mars' ,  Kottmeyer shows that 
such structure can appear 
spontaneously,  and more or l ess 
completely,  in an imaginative work. He 
emphasises the story's strucb.ral 
impressi veness by cla imingthat "only 
one abducti on in the UFO l iterahre has 
a greater number of these elements in 
the correct order".  He a lso points out 
that these elements are the 
consti tuents of bas ic  cramatic 
structure and demonstrates this by 
substituting for Bu l l ard's sequence the 
more conventional terms: (1) character 
introduced, (2) peri l  and confl ict, (3) 
examination and ins ight, (4) good wi l l  
and attempt to impress, (.5) excitement, 
(6) cl imax, (7) closure, and (8) sequel .  
(41 Readers w i  1 1  recognise in this the 
substance of soap operas and other 
popular dramas - -t The sort of plot-and­
action sequence that is ingrained in our 
minds. The nature of the structure may 
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not be only an artifact of our culture, 
but also archetypal .  I n  the -Jungian 
I i terature an ci-eam analysis, emphasis 
is placed on the story I ike structt.re of 
the narratives: (l) the exposition, which 
includes a statement of place, the 
presentation of the dramat is personae, 
the in it ial s ituation, and, often ,  a 
statement of t ime; (2) the development, 
which contains the bas ic act ion sequence; 
(J) the peripetei:J. in which a decisive 
change occurs, ei ther positive or 
negative; and (4) the lysis, the solution 
or outcome. {51 Tile dream, according to 
Jung " is l ike a short drama" (6) and i ts 
dramatic structure is comparable to 
that of the c lassical Greek p lay, (7) 
Greek mystery dramas, dramatic 
presentations of pri m i tives, the 
structure of re l ig i ous r i tua l (8) and of 
the oracular method of  read ing the I 
Ching (9 ]  and - I suspect - of the form of 
fa irytales and fo lk lore . The dream, 
again according to Jung, " is a drama 

D RE AM S T RUCTURE 
Ex p o s i t i o n  

D e v e lo p m en t  

P e r i p e t i a  

L y sis  (de n oument) 

taking place on one;s own interior stage, 
where the dreamer is the actors, the 
I ibretto, the theatre and the pu'JI ic 
rol led into one. (101 As w i th the 
structure of abduction narratives 
devised by Bul lard and translated into more fam i l iar terms by Kottmeyer, the 
dream e l ements are not a lways in the same order, nor are a l l  the elements 
always present - but i n  the vast 
majority of cases they are. Perhaps the 
el ements of the Bul lard and Kottmeyer 
sdlemas make it appear that the 
abduction narratives are less consistent 
than in fact they are; the apparent 
missing elements and changes in order are ,  rather, art ifacts of the complex ity 
of these schemas, that obscure the essent ia l ly ardletypal structure 
underneath. 

Let us set these three shemata 
side by s ide (bel ow):a s can be seen, the 
structure out l ined in dream analysis is  
much more basic and subsumes several 

of the ' stages' outl ined by Bul lard and 
Kottmeyer. Since this is intended to be 
a note I wi l l  not elaborate further. At 
the very minimum, the ubiqui ty of these 
col lective dramatic elements 
undennines any assertion that mere 
structural consistency can be atken as 
evidence of the occurence of a real 
event. Beyond that , one may suspect 
that consistency of structure, in  
conjunct ion with the clear ly 
mythological content of the abduct ion 
narratives, indicates that we are 
cdeal ing with the emergence of 
imaginative dramatisations of those 
coi iB{:tive and i ndividual  stresses and 
confl i cts we experience. This raises a 
whole new set of questions, questions 
that can be addressed in a mean ingfu l  
way w i th the tools at  our disposal . lt i s  
past t ime thdt we move on to sensible 
and traditional  methods, rightly app l ied , 
for understanding how and why these 
fantastical narratives are produced. 

BOL L A R D  K O T T M E YE R 
(exposition sket ch y  at b e s t  Character i n t r o d u c e d  
in Bul lar d's scheme, 
p e r h a p s  ' capture 

, 
couJd b e  

i n c luded here)  

Capture Peri l a nd c onf l i ct 

Examination 

Confere n c e  ExpJanation and insight 

Tour G oo d w i l l  and attempt to 

impr ess 

Otherw orldly journey E xc itement 

Theop h a ny Clim a x  

Return Closure 

Aftermath Sequel 

ea 
· -·  
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RANOLES , Jenny , and FULLER, Pau l .  Crop 
Circles ;  a mystery so l ved. Hal e ,  1 990. 
£13.95. 
The Cereo l 09 i st ;  the Journa l for 
crop Circ l e  Stud i es .  Edi tor John 
Michel l .  £7.50 p .a .  (3 issues) from 1 1  
Powi s  Gardens, London, Wl l IJG. 

' A  mystery solved'. now there's a 
host<�ge to fortune! The mystery i n  
Randl es an d  Fu l l er 's book i s  expla ined, a s  
readers of the ir  ear l ier BUFORA book l et 
wi l l  anti c i p<�te , in terms of the ' Me<Jden 
Vortex' .  For a ful l  explana t i on of thi s  i t  
i s  best t o  read Meaden' s own book (see 
rev i ew i n  /UagoniJ no. XXJ, and the 
authors do not go i nto the science of the 
vortex in great deta i l .  I nstead they 
concentrate on the investigati on of the 
corn c i rc l es, and spend some t ime 
exam in i ng a l tern<�tive theor i es,  and are 
often SC<Jthing about other investi gators 
who they be l ieve have made sensa t i ona l c la ims about the phenomenon . They a l so 
spend a gre<�t dea l of t i me relat ing the 
Vortex Theory to ufology - the reverse 

att itude to some other circle 
researchers, and more particular ly the 
media, who have attempted to exp la i n 
the circles in terms of UFO land i ng 
traces or s imi l ar . RancHes and Ful ler a lso 
examine the geograph ica l and temporal 
spre<�d of the c irc le phetanena in an 
attempt to chal lenge what they see as 
the myth thclt i t  has suddenly appeared in a sma l l  area of Bri tain just over the past 
ten ye<�rs or so. 

I � brief they cof!c lude that i ts a l l  
over but the shout ing. The Meaden 
Vortex explains most of the c ircle 
phenomenon, although the p icture has 
been made more compl icated in recent 
years by the increas ing number of hoax 

c irc l es - often art ist ic  ' improvements ' to 
natura l l y  produced circ l es .  But not on ly 
has the c irc l e  phenomenon been sol ved , so 
has most of the UFO mystery, for i t  
seems that t he  versa ti l e  Meaden Vortex 
h<Js a l so  been the fons ei a-igino o f  most 
UFO reports, from UTs,  up to and 
i nc l ud i ng abduct i ons .  

Now I 'm n o t  one who 's go ing t o  knock 
any reasonably sc ient if i c  theory that 
expl a i ns  UFO reports i n  terms of 
terrestria l phenomena , but this sort of 
approach i s  go i ng to cut no i ce at al l w i th 
The Cereologist, a handsome ly produced 
per iod i ca l  which seems ded i cated to 
maintaining the mystery 
of the c i rc les. In fact an 
art icle by Patr ick Harpur 
puts forward a convincing 
case that the whol e  point 
of the circ l es i s  to he 
mysterious - how they 
may be produced is 
probably irrel evant: "Crop 
circles are not problems 
to be solved but 
myster ies to be entered ... 
the l angu� appropr iate �����l 
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sol id trickster figures? 

Corn c ircles are probably the first 
significant anoma lous phenomena which 
exists solely as physical evidence; 
'Nhereas UFOs exist primar i l y  as verbal 
reports and the physical evidence is 
sparse and vague. R<'!Odles and Ful ler do 
indeed examine witness reports, but I 
fear th<Jt they do not subject them to the 
same degree of critical analysis that 
they would g ive to UFO reports. Many of 
the reports of pre-1 979 c irc les are so 
vague it is impossib le to determ ine 
whether they are the ' c l assic'  c lear-cut 
circ le, or the roughly c ircu lar ' saucer­
nest' type of phenomenon that actual ly 
looks as though it cou l d  be caused by 
some weather anom<�ly. They give us 
reports of whirlwinds, poss i b l y  w i th 
ioniS<Jtion effects , I i ft ing straw and 
sma l l  ob jects , but w i thout l eav i ng the 
d ist inct i ve  marks. Some of these 
accounts, p.articularly those whi ch 
attempt to p l ace  ear l y  corn c irc les 
outs i de of southern Eng land, are second 
h<�nd, and wou l d  not be accepted by the 
authors as ev i dence of ,  say, a UFO 
land i ng .  

There i s  however one i mportant 
l acunae in the circ le  reports, and it i s  
cur ious th<'lt the authors h<'lve not 
commented on i t , s i nce at one po i nt they 
quo te Arthur Shuttlewood's descript ion 
of a grass-f l atteni ng phenomenon . . Put 
s i mp ly : i f  corn c i rc l es were be i ng 
cre<�ted in anyth i ng I ike the ir present 
number and appearance for more than ten 
years we would know of i t  because of 
Warmi nster. From the m i d-s i xt i es  to the 
late sevent i es Warmi nster was craw l ing 

to them is the I anguage of ���t�\\\����j��r: myth ... " Just l i lce � d��� 

with ufologists of every 
hue ( inc lud ing members 
of your editor ial  team) , 
everyth ing unusua l that 

h<�ppened in that area 
was i mmerliately 
i ncorporated into the 

Wanninster canon. Not 
a sparrow could fal l  
f rom  the sky ( l iteral ly!) 
w ithout it  being written 
up by Arthc.r 
Shutt lewood or ooe of 
the many other writers 
and m<�gazi ne editors 
devoted to recorrling 
the mysteries of this  
smal l  town . Yet i n  the 
many books about 
Warminster, the dozens 

of magazi nes, the 

Magonian UFOs in fact! 
Harpur sees the 

circles as an expression 
of the 'Soul of the Wor ld ' 
manifested through the 
tr ickster Mercur ius . He 
comments: " l t may not matter if the hoax 
is perpetrated directly by Mercurius or 
through the agency of human hoaxers". 

So what is the evidence that 
Mercurius may have been g iven a l i tt le 
he lp along the way by one or two more 

hundreds of art ic les, the thousands of 
eyewitnesses, how many corn circles do 
we get? One. And a pretty vague one at 
that. In Crop Circles, the authors c la im 
that Cley Hi l l ,  just outs i de Warminster, 
is a centra for circle phenomena, and 



they suggest that it is because the 
geographical layout rT1abs it a suitable 
s i te for the formation of Meaden 
Vort ices. Not in the s ixt ies i t  wasn'tAt 
the height of the Warrn i nster f lap, Cley 
H i l l ,  and most other h i l ls in the 
ne ighbourhood, hosted skywatches 
practical ly every day and n ight 
throughout the peak summer circ le­
season. We had l ights in  the sky, l ights 
on the ground, l ights in every b izarre 
format ion you cou ld  imag ine ,  strange 
noises, mysterious smel ls, Men in B lack, 
Men in  Telephone Boxes ... you name i t, 
Warminster had i t . But not crop c i rc l es !  

I think Patr i ck Harpur gets to the 
heart of the mystery. What we have here 
is the work of Mercur ius ,  but Mercurius 
is working through the agency of a host 

of 1-unan hoaxers. I'm not talking about a 
carefu l ly plarned and executed hoax. I 
think we have a hundred different hoaxers 
who haw become possessed by the spir it  
of the circles, and are performing the 
worlc of Mercurius unknown to each other 
and unknown to us. There must be an 
immense satisfaction in creating a c ircle, 
looking secretly upon the ir handiwork and 
l eaving it for the rest of us to d iscover. I 
'HOUid certain ly l ike to create one. For ooe 
thing is obvi ous about the c ircles: they 
are beauti ful ;  they are Art. 

I suggested a whi le ago that they 
might be the work of a group of art 
students creat ing pieces of conceptual 
l andscape art. I think this could sti 1 1  be 
the case for many of the earl ier c irc les, 
they coul d  even be, as Randles and Ful l er 

Victims �ithout a crime ? 
COLLINS, T ony. Open Verdict. Sphere, 
1 990 . £4.99 

In 1986 several newspapers 
devoted space to the curious but 
apparently unconnected suic ides of 
Asian sc ient ists working on government 
research projects for Marconi A third 
As ian whose name was mentionerl in 
these stor ies turned up a l ive a few 
months later) .  The story grew from 
there to reports of a whole ser ies of 
strange deaths connected w i th the 
defence industry which ,  I ike the 1920's 
'Curse of the Pharaoh' and the apparent 
mysterious deaths of persons 
connected with the Kennedy 
assassinat ion ,  caught the pub I ic 
imag inat ion . I n  FSR Gon:ion Creighton 
made these events the theme of one of 
his many bursts of unspeci fi c  paranoia  
d irected against e ither demonic  
elementals  or Soviet agents (as usual i t  
was not c lear which from the context). 
lluest. the YUFOS magazine, 
mai ntaining i ts curious ba lancing act 
between bel ief in dark o ff ic ia l  
wrongdoing, and a be l i ef that any UFO 
s ighting by a member of the pol ice or 
armed forces is unassa i lable,  a lso 
weighed in w ith an art ic le . 

This book performs a usefu l task 
in setting out what is known about 
twenty-f ive a l l eged mysterious defence 
i ndustry deaths, although the 
informat ion is presented in a 
d isorganised way and the book is poor ly 
i ndexed. Even so, the affair u l t imate l y  
defies analysis,  since fer every cla im 
made a counter-claim can be presented. 
In view of the number of people i nvolved 
in the same type of work as the 
deceased , are the percentage of 

suicides above the average rate for the 
populat ion as a whol e? No they are not, 
but a high proportion of suic ides are 
unemployed or suffering from incurable  
d iseases , wh ich is not the case w i th the 
sui cides d iscussed here . On the other 
hand, m ight not work on secret contracts 
that one cannot d iscuss with friends or 
fami ly and mean ones pr ivate l i fe may 
be under surve i l lance, bring i ts own 
pressures (some of which may be 
g l i mpsed in the accounts contained in  
this book)? Some peopl e  eotteet oed seem 
to have commi tted suic ide in very 
b izarre ways, but woul d  not a s in ister 
group faking suic ides try to m� them 
as mundane as possible? Or perhaps the 
unusual nature of these deaths might be 
conveying a warning to those in the 
blow? 

Ultimately one must fal l back on 
whether individual cases, however many 
or few, seem to offer proof of s inister 
act ivity. A large number of cases in this  
boolc invo lv ing suicides who left notes or 
ki l led themse lves in locked rooms can 
rat iona l ly be ruled out immediate ly. 
Some cases remain which seem curious 
but the evidence is extremely 
inconc lus i ve , and in  various cases the 
author seems to be determined to f ind 
sin ister explanations. Even i n  the case 
of Avtar Singn Gita who turned up i n  
Par is after a mysterious disappearance 
Col i  i ns is  suspicious of the fact that the 
pol ice knew where he was some t ime 
before the i nformat ion became public. 
The fact is that in  Britain  it i s  not a 
criminal offence to go off somewhere 
without te l l ing anyone, and i t  is not the 
job of the po l ice to broadcast the 
whereabouts of anybody who does so. 

1 4  
suggest, artistic ' improvements' of 
natural ly created circles, although I feel 
that the Wanninster Non-Effect argues 
against even less-regular 'natural '  
circles. 

There is ,  as I have suggested 
before, a spectrtm in the creation of 
mysterious events, from clear fiction to 
unequivoca l fact. Between those two 
there is a vague land where fact becomes 
hoax, hoax becomes art, art becomes 
f ict ion .  The c i rc les I fee l ,  move 
uncertain ly between hoax and art. They 
are the latest mani festation of the great 
Eng l ish love of landscape art. The circ le 
makers are the Capab i l i ty Browns of our 
t ime!  

John R immer 

In several cases it is stated that 
friends or relatives knew of no reason 
why those concerned would have 
comm i tted suic id�, but surely problems 
that drive peop le to suic ide are often 
prec ise ly  those they feel unable to 
share with others. In  some cases the 
author i t ies seem to have been grudging 
with informat ion but this is hardly 
surpr is ing in any matter relating to 
peop l e  w ith secur i ty jobs. In some cases 
apparent ly curious remarks attr ibuted 
to the po l ice may simply have been the 
resu lt of the fact that pol ics 
representatives, when confronted with 
unl ikel y  hypotheses by journalists 
frequently give non-comm i ttal repl ies 
which are then taken as endorsements 
of these hypotheses. A phenomenon not 
unknown in  the UFO world as wel l !  

I n  spi te of  a l l this, the book takes 
a general ly reasonable approach unt i l 
the final chapter which is devoted to 
the claims of one Joe Val l is, described 
as an eng i neer, involving highly unl ikely 
c l a ims of secret mind-control 
technology , whereby victims can be 
induced to commit  suicide. One wonders 
if this chapter was included as a result  
of a demand from the publ ishers to 
come up with some definite conclusion. 

There is p lenty of scope for 
investigative journal ism in 
contemporary Britain and plenty of 
pre:ssure on those few engaging in it to 
keep quiet . However investigat ive 
jotrnal ists should (I ike UFO 
researchers) remember that the sum of 
many zeroes is st i l l  zero; and as 
Auberon Waugh has observed, lmow the 
d i fference between cans of worms, 
mares nests, and l oads of old cobblers. 



WM. TERS, Ed and Frances. The Gulf 
Breeze Sightings. Wi l l iam Morrow, 
1990. $21.95 
COOP£R, Joe. The Case of the 
Cottingley Fairies. Hale, 1990. £11.95 

I suppose just putting these two 
t it les together in one review w i l l  already 
have some of our American readers 
foaming at the mouth, but the 
cnmpar isons are obvious. In each case a 
p.3ir  of witnesses , both closely l inkerl 
(husband and wife; cousins and close 
friends) report a ser ies of strange 
encounters and had up their stories with 
a ct� l lectioo of remarkable  photographs. 
Both sets of photographs are, in the v i ew  
of crit ics ,  ' too good to be true ' and have 
the ' loci:' of obvious fakes. I f  asked to 
def ine this ' l ook ' ,  your cri t i ca l  observer 
would say that the photographs look just a l itt le  too much l ike what we think 
fairies or UFOs should look l i ke according 
contemporary cul tural predisposit ioos . 
Els ie Wr ight and Frances Gri ffiths's 
fairies l ook l ike wel l-brought-up yotr�g 
ladies of 19 17  off to a fancy-dress party 
in  Kensington Gardens , rather than the 
rougher, more rust ic  type of ent i ty of 
fo lk lore . The Wai ters 's UFOs ronform to 
the e laborate, l ight-bedecked chande l ier 
format establ ished by Sp ie lberg , rather 
than the vague l ight-form of l ess 
fashionab le c l ose  encounter cases. 

Now th is doesn't necessar i ly mean 
that e ither set is a hoax. Indeed, in the 
present c l imate of ufolog ica l  terrorism 
we'd better not say that anything looks 
I i ke a hoax unless, as in  the case of the 
two Yorkshire lad ies ,  our percipients are 
safely dead. But perhaps a close study of 
the events in Cottingley in 1917, and the 
way they were subseqiJently treated, 
might shed some l ight on present day 
happenings in Gul f  Breeze (and perhaps 
e lsewhere in the ufologica l  f irmament). 
There are many cur ious para l le ls 

After their in it ia l  promotion by 
specia l ist groups - be i t  MUFON or the 
Theological  Society - both sets of 
photographs received immediate deris ion 
from those not directly comected with 
them. Equa l ly, they both found 
disti ngui shed  champions, Wait Andrus 
for Gul f  Breeze and Sir Arthur Conan 
Ooyle for Cottingley,  who have produced 
much the same aryuments in  defence of 
the photos they promoted. The witnesses 
are honest and s incere people who have 
noth ing to gain (and much to lose) from 
such a hoax , we are told,  and the 
photographs are of such a nature that 
they could not be fajced by the witnesses 
with the means at their disposal. 

Wel l ,  we can see now from Joe 
Cooper's admirably honest book what one 
might .-nake of the f irst argument. Elsie 
and Frances were del ightful chi ldren and 
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·uu WELL BROUGHT UP YOUNG LADI ES O N  THEIR WAY TO 
A FANCY DRESS PARTY AT KENS INGTON GARDENS "  

charming and inte l l igent elderl y  ladies 
who l i ved ful f i l l ing l ives and hel d  
responsible jobs. lney cer·ta in ly gai ned 
nothing financia l ly  from their p lot. 
There is  nothing to suggest that i n  any 
other aspect of their l i fe, other than lhe 
product ioo of a series of fake 
photographs in thei r  teen years, they 
ever did anything in any way 
reprehensible. So do we have to assume 
that a hoaxer has to gamanything from 
their trickery? Wel l there is  one 
important gain - the gain ing of power 
over those who take their hoax ser iously ,  
and indeed power over those who d ismiss 
it seriously enough to get very hot under 
the rol lar about it .  

Some critical commentators on the 
Cottingley affair  have tended to over­emphasise the supposed iso lation and 
naivety of the two chi ldren. In fact 
Cooper's book demonstrates that far 
from being an isolated commun i ty ,  
Cottingley was, and is, v irtua l ly.a suburb 
of the City of Bradford. At the time of 
the fairies it held the distinction of 
being the largest vi l lage in England, 
boastir19 its own imposing Town Hal l ,  and 
was just a tram-ride away from the 
centre of Bradford. Nevertheless, i t  
must have been quite exci ting for the 
two children to receive such vis itors as 
the creator of the world's most famous 
fictional detective, and luminar ies of 
the Theosophical Soc iety (of which ,  
incidenta l ly,  E ls ie's mother was a lready 
a member!). As wel l  as being a lmost an 

integra l part of Theosophical be l ief , 
Cooper shows that the idea of fairies was 
taken far more ser ious l y  at the time of 
Cot t i ng l ey than we might now rea l ise. 

I suppose a wea lthy Florida 
property developer would be l ess 
interested in receiving i l lustrious 
vis itors if, and I repeat if, he chose to 
hoax a series of UFO photographs. 
Certa in l y  peop le  who have met Ed 
Wai ters, inc luding the hard to impress 
J im Moseley of Sat.x:er Smear, have been 
impressed by his do"Hfl-to-earth, no­
nonsense att itudes (attitudes which i n  
England are supposed to be very 
characteri stic of Yorkshire-fol k). lt 's 
perhaps rather harder to claim that Ed 
'had noth ing to gai n '  from such a putative 
hoax, as this book has just netted h im a 
sum not unad jacent to $300,000 in 
advances , and there is  the inevitable talk 
of a TV mini-series. Defenders of the 
Gulf Breeze photos tend at this point to 
move on to the technical it ies of their  
production, c la iming that they 
demonstrate characteristics which 
indicate they could  not have been faked 
by the means Ed has at his d isposal . 

I have no idea what technical 
resources may be at the disposal of a 
weal thy Florida property developer, but 
we do know what our resourceful 
Yorkshi re lasses had at their d isposa l : a 
pa i r of scissors, a hatpin,  a copy of !he 
Princes:sMGry Cift &ofand a Midg g lass­
plate camera. With these they produced 
a ser ies of photographs which led 
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invest igators, including photographic 
experts, to pronotXlC8 confidently their 
genuineness. Certainly,  the photographic 
techno l ogy which captured the Gulf 
Breeze UFO on f i l m does not seem to be 
very advanced, a system for taking 
' stereo' p icttres seems to consist of a 
coup l e of cameras lashed to a Heath 
Rob i nson (Rtbe Goldberg for our 

Ameri can readers) construct i on of wooden laths . I t  is a lso worthy of note 
that the hi�ly structured craft of the 
early photos sudden ly  swi tdl to far 
vaguer images once a system is  
i ntroduced wh i ch wou l d  a l l ow accurate 
determ inat ion of their distance from the 
camera - a point which seemed to baff le 
Wait Ana-us on his v i s i t  to the BUFORA 
I nternat iona l Conference a year or so 
back. 

An interest ing red-herring seems 

to have been i ntroduced to Gu l f  Breeze 
after pub I ication of this book. Apparent ly 
a cardboard mode l s i m i l ar to the i mages 
on Ed Waiter's photographs has been 
found h i dden in the loft of his former 
house (he has moved s ince the s ight ings) 
and I have heard a number of 

ST I LL INGS, Denn is CEdi torl. 
Cyberbiologi cai Studies of the 
I maginal Component in the UFO 
Contact Experi ence. Archaeus, 1989.  

Anthol og ies are a rev iewers 
n i ghtmare; one is so tempted to run 

through the contents i tem by i tem and 
take up a massive amount of space, or 
sweep them up in a few sentences. Thi s  
anthology, conta in ing material  dati ng 
over the best part of a decade is no 
eas i er to sum up. 

Desp ite the horrendous t i t l e  there 
is much of i nterest here. However the 
' new age ' physics wh i ch some of the 
authors resort to , and wh ich OflCe seemed 
so s i gn i f icant , now just seems very 
dated, the scientif ic  equ iva l ent of fl ared 
l oons .  

None of thi s  i n  H i l ary Evans's 
openi ng  p i ece  whi ch  seeks to expla in  how 
inte l l igent people can take such - to 
outs i ders - absurdities as Bien Boa or 
Gul f  Breeze ,  as genui ne  paranorma l  
phenomena. He descr i bes  an esca lat ion of 
suspens i on  of disbe l i ef,  a pc ocess not 
unJcno..Nn in po l it ics and rei ig ion. Th is 
may wel l  be related to the esca lation of 
paranoid thought described by Mart in 
Kottmeyer . This does not mean that we 

shoul d  accept his psydloanalytical 
interpretat ion of paranoia, which more 
neuro log i ca l ly biased psychologists have 
related to partial  fa i lure of the brain's 
i nformat ion fJf ocess ing and ranking 
system . The parano id tends to find the 
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triv ia l  of equa l  s ign if icance to the 
ord i nary. Th is theory holds that the 
delusional system which resu l ts is an 
attempt to rat i ona l i se  this sense of 
universa l s ign i f icance. This 
i nterpretat i on gels  n ice ly with the 
rad i ca l  mi sperception involved i n  many 
UFO exper iences. Exp l a in i ng the 
stimulus (a distant a i rcraft or star, for 
instance) as a 'UFO' a l so exp l a i ns  i ts 
increased personal s i gnif icance . 
Paranoi d  thought pr:ucesses i nvo lv i ng 
consp iracy may a l so have a reassurance 
val ue ,  in that they suggest sanelhing i s  
i n  control ,  and order i ng the chaos of our 
ex i stence .  

A l so i n  scept i ca l /psychol ogical  
ve i n are p ieces by Alv in  Lawson on the 
birth trauma, and M ichael Persinger on 
tempora l l obe epi l epsy .  Lawson 's study 
probab ly does not advance us much 
beyond the pos i t ion in McJfJOnia 10, 
though providing ammun i t ion for anti­
aborti onists. Persi nger's f indings, i f  
rep l i cated , ma y  be s ign i f icant , as they ern 1 espoc K1 nicely w i th some remarb by 
Jenny Randles on the abductees she has 
studi ed ,  and wh ich I commented on in my 
last �a article. Ed itor St i l l ings ' 
papers are always i nteresting and in his 
review of react ions to Joog 's Flying 
SCJUCerShe neatly shows how Jrng 's 
subt leties were lost on nuts-and-bolts 
ufol og i sts, who were desperate to have a 
Big Name on the ir s ide! 

No doubt it is St i l l ings ' comments 

exp lanations to account for this : I, lt is 
the model Ed used to fake his photos; 2, lt  
is a model h idden in the loft by scept ics 

after Ed moved to discredit his photos; 3, 
lt  is  a model which Ed himself hid in the 
l oft so that it would be found later then 
shown to be stbtly different from the 
photos, so as to d iscred it the sceptics. 
C l early we are going to get l"lO\o\lhere fast 
l ike this, so lets forget the model! 

Joe Cooper's book i s  a fascinating 
account of a very s impl e hoax which 
foo led a great many peop l e ( inc lud ing , he 
is honest enough to admit, himseln for a 
long t ime, and which appears to have 
been done for no other reason than for 
fun. Mr Ed's booK is a comprehensive 
account of a series of UFO sightings 
(rulminating in an abduction) wri tten, 
f irst hand, by the perc i p ients . This i n  
i tse l f  makes i t  unusua l and worth 
read ing . The books have many po i nts i n  common. I c an  on ly reC01Tlfrlettd that you 
read both of them - Waiters f irst ,  then 
Cooper - and, as they say in al l the best 
non-comm i tta l  book rev iews, you must 
make up your own m ind. 
John Rimmer 

on the Cash-Landrum case or T ony 
Nugent 's comments on Pascagoula whi eh 
evoke the horri f i ed cri es  of ' l iterary 
cr i t icism' from those who fai l  to 
perce ive that so-ca l l ed  UFO cases are 

just that - narratives, as subject to 
l i terary conventions as The Tenpesi or 
The W� Nugent's perception that 

the Pascagoula object is seen as a great 
f i sh rather than a spaceshi p  has been 
missed by other, more eng ineer i ng­
minded, ufo log i sts . Both Nugent and 
Sti  1 1  i ngs would l ove the story of the 
Br i t i sh  abductees who was on TV with 
H i l ary Evans and Tim Good a whi le bad:, 
who saw a f iery object l ike a phantom 
sh i p  a l l  ab l aze , and whose ch ief sequel a  
were , b y  her own narration, barrenness 

C'"al l my eggs were taken away 'J, and a 
series of episodes in which her workplace 
name-badge became red hot and her name 
di sappeared from i t .  The cornect ions 
between barrenness, heat aod f ire do not 
have to be spe l led out. 

The contributions of Cad Raschke, 
Peter Rojcew i cz and M ichae l Grnsso are 

the ones INhere the shadow of 'New Age' 
and B ig Sur hang heavy. Rojcewicz starts 
with a n ice folkloric account of the Lf"O 
experi ence , which seem to indicate 
someone with a real isat ion that modem 
ufolore is part of the old fa iry lore and 
who apprec iates the concept of 
experi ential  folklore. But he just has to 
make the old  r i tual obeisance towards 
new age and a lternate real ities. 



HYMAN, Ray. The Elusive Quarry; a 
scientific appraisal of JlSychical 
rese.arch. Prometheus, 1989. £18.50. 
BLAa.MJR£, Susa-r. The Adventures 
of a Parapsychologist. Prometheus, 
1986. £16.00 

The£� /Juarry is not a 
speci a l ly written book,  but an 
.3nthology of Hyrrldn 's art ic les and book rev iews over the past thirty years. 
These i l lustrate his bas i ca l ly 
sceptical .3pproach to parapsycho logy , 

and the topics discussed include the 
Ganzfeld exper iments , dowsi ng,  remote 
viewing, cold reading, the general 
history of experimental 
parapsychology, and the nature of 
pathological scienc2. 

He concludes that whi l e  he sti l l  
has no i dea whether ps i  phenomen 
exist or not, he has become even more 
scept ical since his study of the 
Ganzfeld exper iments. Unt i l then he 
had defended the experimental r igor of 
the best parapsychol ogica l  
experiments; now h e  fee l s  that they are much mor� f l .3wed than most 
parapsychologists rea l ise. 

... Michae l  Grosso writes I ike an 
abductee himself, for he echoes the 
sense of powerlessness and desperate 
hope �inst hope of the rev iva l ist 
through t1;le ages. In the dosing words of 
his chapter he a lmost col lapses into 
terminal apocalyptophobia. He is wrong 
of cou-se. Wh i le conditions are bad now, 
they are nu:t/better than say ISO years agri when there was .3 huge infant 
morta l ity rate, cholera and syphi l i s  
ravagerl the towns, chimneys poured out 
lethdl mixtures and famine ravaged 
Africa,  but without TV to cover i t .  Jt i s  
i rrational bel ief i n  the unique 
dreadfu lness of otr age which helps 
generate the helplesstleSS of the 
abduct ion experience. 

A word should be given to the 
i l lustrat: ioos in this book , which show 
UFO style imagery in a var iety of 
paintings. I was si:.rudc by Ciurl ionis's 
The Thought 0904) which shows a 

hemisphere with two powerfu l beams of 
I ight coming from beneath it.  

I c an  recommend this col lection 
to al l  who l ike Jungian and l iterary approaches to the subject, and advise 
bel ievers in Gulf Breeze and MJI2 to stay 
we l l  away. 

Peter Rogerson 

lt is a great pity that this 
vollflle has been so poorly erlited, with 
no index, and no attempt to edi t  out the 
large number of repetitions, often of 
the same anecdotes or even the same 
phrases. A rea l book by the author 
would be most welcome. 

Susan B laclcrnore's book w i l l  be 
of i nter-est to � readers ;as i t 
chronic les the author's invo lvement 
and gradua l disi  l lusiooment w i th 
parapsychology, in many ways 
paral le l ing the inte l lectual odyssey of 
European ufo l ogy, though one suspects 
w ith rather more excitements! 
Blackmore can never track down the 
elusive ps i : her experiments always 
g ive chance results , and other peop le 's 
exper iments turn out to have flaws i n  
them. Thi s  results in  her being deemed 
a " negative pers()flal ity" and being 
bannerl from a coup le of well  pub l ic ised 
parapsychological laboratories for 
asking too many awkward questions -
something which wi l l be fami l i ar  to 
ufo logists. 

There is a .n ice l itt le 
spontaneous case. fan Mrzyglod 

(whatever happened to him, by the 
way?) asked her to check on a fami ly 
who experienced po lterge ist effects 
after a UFO experience. their TV kept 
changi ng  channel s  and a clod jumperl 
about on the mant lep iece. She 
discovered that the TV effects were 
caused by the dog 's col lar react ing 
with the remote control , and the 
c lod 's problems were caused by a 
faul ty spring ,  leading our hero ine to be 
l ectured by the dod::sm i th  on how a l l  
good Chr ist i ans should avoid 
po lterge ists and l::eep their clods 
clean! In other hands, how easi ly th is 
would have become a spectacular 
UfO/psychic interaction.  How many 
other of our f avori te tales have 
s im i lar prosaic explanations? 

There are some n ice pen­
portraits .. too, of psych i c researchers. 
or. D ingwa l l sti l l  abusi ng  the SPR and 
neighbours a l ike at nearl y  100, whi le 
the tale of an SPR grand-dame and a 
certain paraphysica l establ ishment is 
worthy of being in  a s i tcom. 

Peter Rogerson 
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ASHPOLE. Edw.rd. The Search for 
Extraterrestrial lntel l igence. London, 
B landford Press, 1990. £6.95 

Before committing resources to 
saardting for evidence of 
extraterrestria l inte l l igence, many 
scientists would ask: Is i t worth 
searchi ng for? lt seems fash i ondb le to 
argue these days that I i fe on Earth i s  a 
spec i a l  case , a resul t  of a unique set of 
circumstances, un l ike l y to be repeated 
elsewhere in the universe. Ashpo l e  
repeats the assertion that i f  the Earth 
were just a l i tt l e  nearer the sun it wou l d 
have suffered a runaway greenhouse 
effect, l i k:e Venus, where the surface is 
hot enough to mel t  l ead , or be a frozen 
desert,  l ike Mars. However, the questi on 
is not a simple one of solar energy and 
p l anetary orbi ts .  Astronomers genera l l y 
agree that the sun was cons iderably 
cool er a few b i l .l ion years ago, when l ife 
f i rst evo l ved on Earth. Yet the Earth was 
obv i ous ly not frozen then . Pictures from 
Mars indicate that at some time in the 
d i stant past (when the sun was coo l er) 
water f l owed on i ts surface. Yet it has 
obv iously got co lder , rather than warmer. 
A l so,  Venus actua l ly absorbs l ess energy 
from the sun than does the Earth , as the 

ROGO , 0 Scott .  BeyvndReality: The role 
tnseen dimensions pldY· in £JI.Jr liv7?S.. 
Wel l ingborough, The Aquar i an  Pr-ess , 
1990. £6.99 

An impress i ve t i t l e  at first g lance, 
but wh.3t does it mean? I think it  should be 
cons idered for the Most Meaning l ess Book 
Title Award, together w i th one pub l ished 
some years ago (not by Scot t R090) 
ent i t led The t.hh7own - is it ne-arer? 

The f irst chapter is devoted to the 
problem of those persona l  or household 
objects which suddenly demateria l ise 
just when you need them. Scott Rogo 
suffered the prob lem of d i sappear i ng 
sheets, among o ther th ings . I can eas i ly 
be l i eve h im.  Some t ime ago I threw away 
a l arge bagful of sodcs, because they were 
a l l odd ones . What happened to the other 
ones I have no idea. Perhaps I coul d  wri te 
an artic le  for � about i t .  (No - Ed .J  

A sect ion of the book i s  devoted to 
discuss ion of a l leged rel ig i ous miracl es ,  
i n  part i cu l ar the apparitions of t he  V irg i n 
Mary reported from Medjugor je in 
Yugos lav i a . The rei i gious approach to 
such events is to regard them as 
potent ia l sources of spir i tua l benefi ts ;  
the actual mechanisms - phys ica l or 
psycho l 09ica l - invo l ved  in the production 
of the phenomena are not considered to be 
re levant. The sc ientif ic approach does 
not concern i tself with the val id i ty or 
otherw ise of the theolog ica l or moral 
doctrines invo l ved , but seeks to study the 

Verusian clouds reflect most of it bade 
into space. Ashpole does discuss the 
models on which modem theories of the 
evolution of the terrestrial planets are 
based, but the problem is that they tend 
to say what presumabl y  happened in the 
past . based on very l ittl e  d irect ev idence 
of actual conditions. The avai l able 
ev idence does indicate, though, as 
Ashpol e  states, that planets on which 
advanced l i fe-forms can evo lve must be 
rather rare , and thus l ike ly to be located 
at very great d istances from us, in t ime 
as wel l as in space . 

There is an interesting discussion 
of the techniques used to detect possi b l e  
inte l l i gent radio signa ls , which wou l d  be 
improved if more deta i ls had been given. 
Search ing for such signals is obvi ousl y  
very tedious, but t he  process is  becom i ng  
increas ing l y automated, so that 
observers are a lerted on l y when unusua l 
s ignal s  are rece i ved and aecon:ied by the 
apparatus. 

In d iscussi ng 'ancient astrooaut' 
theori es, Ashpole points to the 
un l ike l i hood that a l i ens woul d  have 
vis ited Earth on ly in the l ast few 
thousand years when they cou l d  have done 
so at any t ime in the past few b i l l ion . 
phenomena in thei r  soc ia l and po l i t ica l 
context . The purely sc ient i f ic approach is 
not su i tab l e  for a popu l ar  book on the 
paranorma l ; the phenomena must be made 
to seem mysterious. but not myster ious 
in the re i i g i ous  sense of the word . Thus 

This sort of argument does not impress 
me . Either we have or have not been 
visited. The main argtment against such 
visitations is the lad: of any re l iable 
evidenca of them. 

I n  order to evaluate the possibi l ity 
of extraterrestrials  trave l l ing to Earth, 
we have to consider the possibi l it ies in 
terms of what saems p laus ib l e in the 
l i�t of our present scientific and 
technol og ica l achievements. In ortier to 
do th is , � le postulates that there 
may be 'ce i l mg' on our poss ib l e progress. 
so that we now know near l y a l l  there is to 
know about such matters. This may seem 
I i ke the attitude held by many 19th 
cantury scient ists , who were qui ck ly  
proved to have been m istaken, but i f  we 
assume there are no I im its to progress in 
this sphere, then we must assume that 
extraterrestr ia ls  would employ methods 
complete l y  beyond our powers of 
imagination. Even when discuss i ons  of 
inters te l l ar trave l are based on known 
technologica l  possi b i l i t ies, discuss ions of 
their pract ica l i ty cause much heated 
argumen t . 

Recommended for those unfami l iar 
with thi s  topic.  
John Harney 

interpretati ons of quantum theory. 
However , none of these interpretations a l low ooe wor l d to interfere w i th another, 
and the others wou ld be no more or less 
spir itua l  than this one . 
John Harney 

one of Rogo's comments on Medjugorje is :  .------------------, 
"lne commun ity's constant re l ig ious 
preoccupations probably produce some 
sort of interface between our world and 
this spir itua l realm, the result  being 
'project ions' into our wor ld from this  
para l le l d imensi on.  Whi l e  rea l  in the 
sense that they phys i ca l ly  exist to a 
I im i led degree , these pro jectioos, such as 
Mar ian f igures ,  m ight best be p i ctured as 
cosmi c puppets-puppets w i th  str ings 
pu l ied by the human race." 

The ma in confus i on here seems to 
be between physica l  rea l i ty aod soc i a l 
real i ty. Rogo g i ves a good summary of 
the soc ia l bockground and how the events 
at Me.djugor je f it  into it .  However, there 
i s  the problem that on ly the privi leged 
few can actua l ly see and hear the Virgin. 
This i s  presumably 'ft'hat he means by 
" . . .  they physi ca l l y  exist to a l im i ted 
degree." l t is ,  so far as I am aw<re, a 
concept unknown to science and 
philosophy' probab l y  because i t  doesn't actua l ly mean anything .  Note that Rogo 
also descri bes the "spir itual realm" as a 
"para l le l d imens ioo". He attempts to 
d iscuss th is at the end of the book by 
reference to 'many worlds' 

HARARY, Keith and WE INTRAB ,  Parnela.  
Haw an out-of-the body experience 
in 3{) d�s: The free f l ight JW09ram. 
We l l inqborough, The �quarian Press, 1990. 0.99 

Most books on out-of-the-body 
exper iences (08Es) advi se readers who 
wish to try it for themse lves to l ie on a 
bed (alone) and c l ear their m inds of a l l  WDr ld l y distractions. Thi s  one deta i ls a 
ser ies of 30 exercises wh ich seem to get 
p�ively mora worldly and 
p�sica l .  You w i l l  need a jacuzzi and a lso 
a '  partner", especia l ly when you get to 
Day 21 "Erot i c Variat ions" , which wi 1 1  
invo lve you i n  mak ing the d i ff irult 
cho ice between "choco l ate sauce or warm orange marmalade or steak juics" . 
If you don't a lready know what you are 
expected to do with these ingredients 
t hen  you probably won't want to. Anyway 
you can sk ip some of the exerc i ses , or 
adapt them to suit your tastes, 
espec ia l ly if you are physical ly disabled. 
i .e. not hav ing a jacuzzi or su i table 
"partner". 
John Harney 
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PORTRAITS OF ALIEN ENCOUNTERS 
Nigel Watson 

Flying saucers and encounters w ith beings from 'outer space' have intrigued and puzzled everyone 
for the past forty years. This book doesn't promise a solution to the enigma but it does examine in 

deta i l  strange and frightening dose encounter stories. These inc lude sightings of a twelve-foot-ta l l  

green robot, men in b lack, attractive female UFO-pi lots, l ights in the sky, flying saucers, plus 
accounts of telepathic messages, strange dreams, sinister rays, al ien brain operations, ghosts, 

poltergeists and prophecies. The main value of Portra its of A I  ien Encounters is that it shows 

how witnesses to s imple l ights in the sky can become entangled in complex series of visions, 

s ightings and encounters. All these incidents, which occurred in the Bradford, Sheffield, Leeds, Hul l ,  

areas of Northern England, were investigated by Nigel Watson long before the 'revelations' 

contained in Communion and I ntruders. Most of this material has never been pub l ished before. 

For just £10.00 this invaluable reference and i nsight into the flying saucer enigma can be yours! 

Nigel Watson, 52A Lascotts Road, Wood Green, London, N22 4JN, England. 
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Mi�eellaaeoua; nmbliqa. from the ufolo1ical frillle 

Even stranger things are happening in 
Gulf  Breeze than Mr Ed 's photographs 
and the mysterious affair of the 
cardboard UfOs. In Ju ly many 
newspapers carried a story about a 
group of s i x  so l d iers work ing at a US 
Army I nte l l i gence Post in Germany, who 
l eft their post to travel to Gulf Breeze. 
According to the man who sold them the van they were travel I ing in,  they were 
go i ng to Pensaco l a  Beach to be ready for 
the Rapture - the be l ief  of many 
fundamental is ts  that born-aga i n  
Christ ians w i l l  be bodi ly removed from 
Earth to heaven seven years before the 
end of the wor l d. The soldiers, four men 
and a woman , were arrested by Gul f  
Breeze po l ice after a rou t i ne road check 
because the van 's tai 1 - 1  i ghts were 'nt 
working. The in it ia l  newspaper reports 
sa i d  that the four men were arrested at 
the home of a fr i end  of one of the 
so ldiers in Gu l f  Breeze. 

An Army sL3tement at f irst 
cla imed that the so l d i ers were members 
of a group known as 'The End of the 
Wor l d' ,  basi ng the statement on notes 
and dood l es found in the room of one of 
the so l d i ers in Augsburg. However, th is 
statement was later w i thdrawn, the 
army spokesman c l a i m i ng " There i s  no 
group as far as we can te l l " .  

Apart from the location,  the 
ufo l ogica l  connect ion to thi s  slort 
seemed thin unt i l  the arr ival  of the 
l atest i ssue of  Jim Mose l ey's Satucer 
.!imear. The ' fr i end of one of the so l d i ers '  
referred to in  the newspaper stor i es i s  a 
certai n  Ann.a Foster, a psych ic who 
worked in a New Age shop i n Gul f  Breeze, 
and accon:li ng to Mosely i s  known to 
have attended the recent MUFON cnnference in ne ighbour ing Pensacola. 
Mosely a l so notes a rumour that Faster 
was once a baby-s itter for UFO 
photographer Ed Wal ters' chi ldren, but 
he denies thi s .  

Something cal led the 'Cooper 
Papers' was apparently mentionerl in 
pol ice questi on  of the soldiers, which is 
another of the many odd documents c i rcu lat ing in the States a l leging 
Goves r n 11ent involvement with secret 
a l ien bases, etc., etc. 

The story is getting very 
complex, involving channelled messages, 
hunts for the Anti-Christ in Northern 

Florida CWalters has expressed his fears 
that some nuts m ight thi nk this means 
h im . In gun-tot ing Florida th is i s  somethi ng to be 'liiOITied about!). There are a lso rumours of Government cover­
ups (of CDurseD and al legations of someone blackmai l ing the US 
Government to rel ease the sol d iers, by 
threatening to rel ease top-secret UFO 
photos. Strar19e ly , the so ld iers � 
releaserl and a l l charges dropped,  
whereupon three of them returned to 
Gulf Breeze rather than their homes. 
1ney deny a l l  i nterest in the Rapture 
and tha Anti-Christ,  sayi ng they were 
just v is i t i ng a friend, presumably. the 
Anna Foster, who , Mosel ey reports, i s  
sayi ng  nothi ng about the matter o n  
i ns truct i ons f rom  her lawyer. 

Clearly,  this one wi _l l  run and run! 

lt l ooks l ike 
other- peop! e 

are coming to 
the same 

conclusion as 
your Editor, 

that corn 
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Because our lead article forms 
an extended Northern Echoes 
piece, we've not been able to 
use one of our famous candid 

photos of Peter Rogerson, the 
Man of a Thousand Faces. 

However, make sure you have a 
complete set of the publ ished 

photo$, and cut out'n'keep 
future pies for our excit ing 

UWin an Abd.Jction "  
competition. Watch th is space. 

c ircles are part 

Jllll��������� 
of some vast 

artist ic 
project. This 

cartoon comes ������� 
from Design 

Week, 3rd 
August, 1990. 

As M ike �---�---��----
Wooton 

comments in 
BUFORA 's UFO 

Tirre;, the com 
---circles are a 

magni ficent ;:;;;;;;;;;;;��..-: 
p iece of 

mcrketing, and 
there are some 
gr-eat graph ics 

ther'e too. I 
think I 'm 

begiming to 
see a Nevil le 

Brody influence ! 
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