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A recent TV documentary in the 

Cutting Edge series, shown on the 

28th September, showed some 

remarkable scenes illustrative of the 

strange ideas circulating around the 

therapeutic community. The 

boundaries between what one might 

call 'conventional' hypnotic 

regression, and New-Age therapies 

seemed to be very blurred indeed. 

We heard one therapist explain that 

her patient's problems were caused 

by memories of being on egg 

trapped in her mother's fallopian 

tubes (I am not making this up - PR), 

and another explain that a client's 

stomach pains were caused by 

memories of having her stomach 

ripped open in a post-life. 

This would be hilarious if it 

weren't so dangerous and tragic 

that these therapists con easily 

persuade patients that their vogue 

disorders ore symptoms of being 

raped by their parents, who were 

members of a baby-eating Satanic 

cult. Just how sinister such 

developments con be was revealed 

in the coverage of an organisation 

called Genesis, run by two 

impeccably (I nearly wrote 

'implacably', a very significant 

freudian slip - PR) respectable, 

matronly ladies. Genesis seemed to 

specialise in breaking up families 

and 'disengaging' their patrons from 

inconvenient parents, spouses, 

children, etc., in favour of the 'true 

community' of the cult - oops, I'm 

sorry, 'therapeutic group'. Like all 

such groups, members were 

encouraged to see the external 

world and wholly contemptible, 

exploitative and fallen. 

The most chilling port of the 

programme was a young woman 

describing how she was goaded 

into beating a cushion, imagining it 

to be her mother, surrounded by 

chanting group members, in on 

image which resembled nothing so 

much os the 'hate sessions' in 

George Orwell's 1984: "I sow my 

mother's face on the cushion, I 

didn't really wont to hit her, but I 

kept beating and beating ... " One 

could not hear her speak without 

images of Bosnio and Rwondo 

coming to mind. and feeling 

something of the genesis of all 

pogroms. 

This sombre line of thought is 

pushed on by a report in The 

Observer of 6th October, on the 

latest incarnation of the Satanic 

legend, in Kenya. There traditional 

witchcraft techniques and the new 

American import merge into 

rumours of children being 

kidnapped for sacrifice. This has led 

to an official inquiry. which has 

been completed but not yet 

reported. Hints ore out, however, 

that 'devil worshippers' abound and 

of 'cannibalism, human sacrifice, 

rope of children and incantations in 

unintelligible languages'. 

The Satanists can be recognised by 

insignia containing the number 666, 

and on obsession with sex. 

particularly homosexuality and 

lesbianism. 

In echoes of the British Satanic 

abuse scare, there are allegations 

that the Sotonists include members 

of the elite, who "entice people into 

it with money and have the 

Mercedes to kidnap people". 

Behind it all are "those who have 

jumped at political and economic 

freedoms", i.e., who ore the political 

opponents of the dictator Arop Moi. 

High on that list is, of course, the 

well-know anthropologist, 

evolutionist and conservationist 

Richard Lea key - just the sort of 

person that the American radical 

right and their puppets love to hate. 

Perhaps, as in the Cold War, the 

shooting phose of America's 

kulturkampf will be fought out in the 

Third World. 

And if the war does come home 

there will be plenty of those 

therapists and counsellors 

encouraging us to beat to death the 

enemies in our own homes. 

eaders' Group meetings take place on the first Sunday of each 

month at the Railway pub, Putney, from 7.00 pm onwards. The 

Railway is on the corner of Putney High Street and Upper Richmond 

Road, directly opposite Putney BR station. Just turn up and look for 

the table with copies of Magonia scattered around, for an evening of 

entertaining conversation. The Railway is a Wetherspoon's pub with 

an excellent range of food and drink - and no music. 



Tense nervous 

headache? 

Always run 

down and 

irritable? Not 

feeling 

yourself? Well 

maybe that's 

because you're 

not yourself, 

rather, you are 

being 

controlled from 

somewhere 

else by 

someone else. 

Lost year Tomorrow's World featured a 

man whose Parkinson's d isease 

symptoms could be controlled by 
pressing a switch on  a handset which 
in turn operated a tiny device 
implanted into his bra in .  No more 
shaking, no more tears. This is the 
friendly , coring side of the neural 
implant, but many people believe that 

dark forces are at work, trying to take 
over the minds of the ir targeted 
subjects via tiny objects inserted into 
various parts of the body. These 

sinister controllers take many forms; 
some say that it's the CIA or other 

shadowy intel l igence outfits; others 
that it's the secret world government, 

plotting for world domination; others 
still that it's those malicious aliens, the 

Greys, who use impla nts os tracking 

devices so that they can abduct their 
hapless victims any time, a ny place 
and operate on them on board their 
spacecraft. Sometimes the Greys ore 
working for the government, sometimes 

A growing number of 

writers are claiming 

that sinister 

government agents are 
using covert 

technology to control 

our thoughts and 
actions. 

Mark Pilkington takes 

a look at the 
background to these 

beliefs 

WHAT'S ON 
YOUR MIND? 

· MAG.ONlA•··s:a··z •. ·a 

the government is working for the 

Greys, a nd sometimes the government 

is working as the Greys, using remote 
hypnotic devices to trigger off the 
a bduction  fantasy os a d isguise for 
what's really going on .  Ex-soldier 

Timothy McVeigh, prime suspect i n  
lost year's Oklahoma City bombing ,  
to ld po l ice that he hod himself been 
sporting such on imp l ant after being 
witne ss to many UFO encounters on 

his form. One might expect this to be 
a n  elaborate attempt to plead insanity, 

but knowing the current climate in 
much of America, I wouldn't be  so sure. 

But it's not just 'over there'. In a 

letter sent to John Major in 1992, 

Lennort L indqvist, i nternational 
secretary for a group dedicated to 
uncovering i l l icit mind control 
o perations, wrote: ' . . .  we have 

become aware of several victims in 
Great Britain; reports received from 
exploited i ndividuals refer to mental 
hospitals, pol ice authorities and 

prisons os among the state institutions 
involved in the implantation of .. . 
e lectrodes of rad io-transmitting 
crystals in people ' .  He goes on to 

quote a letter from a Mr N'Tumbo, a 
British victim: 'Concern ing the bra i n  

transmitter in my head, it h as  been 
performing without my knowledge or 

consent . . .  What's very outrageous is 
that I am sharing all my visions, 
thoughts, images, hearing etc. with 

people around me os the security 

services ore engaging in a large scale 
propaganda drive to smear my 
character, background , behaviour, 
emotions a nd motives . . . I have no 
privacy at all . . . ' (1) L indqvist states 
that X-rays  of Mr N 'Tumbo's bra in ,  
a na lysed by a Or Lindstrom, noted for 
h is pioneering use of ultrasonics in 

neurosurgery, clearly show on object 
implanted into h is left nostril os well 

os other b locking the oxygen flow to 
h is bra in .  

You might be excused for 
dismissing Mr N'Tumbo os a parano id 

schizop hrenic were it not for the fact 
that ordinary, respected people, a l l  
across America i n  all walks o f  life, are 

reporting similar th ings. T hese ore the 
Abductees, a nd according to some 

researchers there ore up to two mi l l ion 
of them. One of these researchers, Or 
Dovid Jocobs, is on associate 
professor of history at Temple 



University in Philadelphia; he writes: brains, who is responsible for these the work was just pushed even further 
'Towards the end of the examination, ones? The objects were seed-sized, underground and frequently surfaces 
the aliens either implant a small, round encased in a thick. dark. membrane in contemporary torture techniques 
seemingly metallic object in the and couldn't be cut with a scalpel; abroad. 
abductee's ear, nose, or sinus cavity, 

The obiect 
one was T -shaped. Once cut open Experimentation with Electronic 

or remove such an object. The object they were found to contain tiny black Stimulation of the Brain (ESB) via 
is ... small, it usually is smooth, or has pieces of a highly magnetic metal. implants was a central part of this 
small spikes sticking out of it, or has appeared There was no scarring or inflammation series of programmes. Yale 
holes in if. (2) Jacobs notes that of the skin around the objects in either psychologist Jose Delgodo developed 
implants ore left near the brain; to be a patient. (4) Another mystery object a device in the early 1960s known os 
subjects often wak.e up with ear or was removed from an abductee in a 'stimoceiver'. He allegedly 
nose bleeds after an abduction and Ontario, Canada in January 1995; it demonstrated this by implanting it into 
sometimes small objects will drop out collection of come from 'in back of her left ear'. (5) a bull's brain and goading it 
when a person blows their nose. was 1 mm long and dark in colour. electronically whilst standing in the 
Another researcher is Pulitzer prize calcified Analysed under an electron ring. The bull charged him but stopped 
winner and professor of psychiatry at microscope it was found to contain suddenly moments from impact; 
Horvord Medical School, John Mock primarily aluminium, titanium and Delgodo hod caused it to do so via a 
MD. He says: 'I hove myself studied a cotton silicon; which a technician with remote control! Bryon Robinson, of the 
� to \ inch thin, wiry object that was Panasonic Canada stated, 'would be Yerk.es primate laboratory, has 
given to me by one of my clients ... fibres, a transducer and can be used to conducted remote ESB research on 
Elemental analyses and electronic transmit signals'. (6) Author and simians, causing mothers to ignore 
microscopic photography revealed an presumably abductee Whitley Strieber has their offspring, despite the babies' 
interestingly twisted fibre consisting of recently set up an implant removal cries and turning submission into 
carbon, silicon, oxygen, no nitrogen programme with the aid of an dominance, and vice-versa. Dr Robert 
and traces of other elements. A gained anonymous, wealthy benefactor, so Heath, a neurosurgeon at Tulane 
nuclear biologist colleague said the we con hope for a lot more implant University, claimed a world record 
specimen was not a naturally from information in the future. after implanting 125 electrodes into a 
occurring biological object, but could The dark history of US, UK and subject's body and brain, and 
be a manufactured fibre of some sort'. USSR experiments into mind control subsequently spent hours stimulating . 
(3) A suspected implant that hod weartng and brain washing since the early 50s the man's pleasure centres. Both 
embarrassed its subject since his is well known and there are many scientists concluded that ESB could 

teenage years, was removed from a starchy, books available on the subject. (7) In control memory, impulses, feelings, 
man's penis in 1994 and examined by America projects such as Artichoke, invoke hallucinations, fear and 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology tight Bluebird, Pondoro, Mkdelto, pleasure. Heath, and many of his 
physicist David Pritchard. His Mk.search and Mk.ultro explored the colleagues, considered ESB a potential 

conclusion was that the object erasure of memory, hypnotic 'cure' for homosexuals and other 

appeared to be a collection of underpants, resistance to torture, truth serums, 'socially troublesome persons'; this 
calcified cotton fibres, presumably post-hypnotic suggestion, rapid could, of course, be you ... Joseph A 
gained from wearing starchy, tight that had induction of hypnosis, electronic Meyer, of the National Security 

underpants, that had somehow become stimulation of the brain, non-ionising Agency, America's most secretive 

embedded in the head of the penis. 

somehow 
radiation, microwave induction of defence group, has proposed 

Mock, however, is not concerned: ' ... intracerebral 'voices', and a host of implanting electronic togs into all 

it would not be difficult for the aliens, even more disturbing technologies. those arrested, for any crime, in order 

in light of all the other seemingly become Perhaps the best known of these is to monitor their behaviour at all times. 

miraculous things of which they Mkultro; by giving LSD to unwitting He uses New York's Harlem district as 

appear capable, to adopt a small embedded subjects including soldiers, students his model in his proposal. 

object to the human body by forming it and mental patients, the CIA hoped to The implant, then, is no fontasy, 

along the lines of the body's own utilise its properties as a truth serum but how far have its potential 

chemistry. If that were the case, the in the head and in mind control. Acid guru implications been implemented? lt has 

analysis would yield nothing unusual'. Timothy leary is quoted os saying: often been reported that the CIA has 

More recently, a November 1995 of the penis. 'The entire LSD movement itself was mastered a technology called RHIC-

newspaper article mentions a sponsored originally by the CIA, to EDOM. RHIC means Radio Hypnotic 

California surgeon who operated, on whom I give great credit. I would not Intracerebral Control. EDOM stands 

video, on two abductees, and removed be here today if it hod not been for ... for Electronic Dissolution of Memory. 

implants from both of them. One came the CIA psychologists'. (8) All such Allegedly these techniques can 

from the big toe of a woman, the other research was supposed to hove remotely induce hypnotic trance, 

from the back of a man's hand; both stopped in the early 1970s, but deliver suggestions to the subject, 

objects were noticed during X-rays for various sources close to the CIA, induce feelings and emotions and 

other minor injuries. But if the aliens including Victor Marchetti who spent erase all memory for both the 

put their implants into their victims' 14 years in its service, have stated that instruction period and the act which 



the subject is asked to perform. They 

might operate using advanced implant 

technologies but are such implants 

even necessary? According to one 

writer there is on EDOM device 
currently operational that con be 
carried by on individual and cause 
time disorientation in somebody else 

through any form of physical contact. 

even o touch. (9) Many shops use 

messages transmitted at high 
frequencies above the hearing 
threshold to combat shoplifting: some 
report o success rote of up to 80%. A 

Or Sharp, a Project Pondora 
researcher for the US Army, ran 

ellperiments whereby the human brain 

picked up words that were transmitted 

via microwaves, thus bypassing the ear. 

Dr James Lin of Wayne State University 

d iscusses the possibil ities of using 

such techn iques to aid the deaf. but 
comments: 'The capability of 
commun icating directl y wrth humans 

by pulsed microwaves is obviously not 
limited to the field of therapeutic 
medicine'. (10) In the 1970s science 
fiction writer Ph ilip K Dick and 
mindbender Uri Ge l !er both reported 

contact with what appeared to be a 

non-humon machine intelligence 
orbiting the planet Earth: Did called it 
VALIS. Geller called it SPECTRA. Were 
they perhaps subiects in a microwave 

satellite communication experiment or 

both iust equally insane? 

The alien obductees report a 

number of things that could be 

induced via such devices and hove 
been reported os elements of neural 

response programming; buzzing and 

voices. missing time, inexplicable 

emotions in inappropriate 
circumstances (e.g. love for on alien 

that is roping them), loss of self control. 

telepathic communication and 

memories of films projected on to 

screens. Many report the disturbance 

of electrical objects in their presence, 
perhaps o side effect of such implant 

technologies. Could the whole 

abduction scenario be a carefully 

man ipulated hypnotic cover for 

experimentation by government or 

mi1 itory intelligence services? 

Certainly many abductees hove 
reported seeing human military 

personnel during their experiences 

(one was actually  identified os a 
human doctor), and others have seen 

helicopters suddenly become UFOs 

and vice-verso. Dr Michael Persinger, 

well known for his views that the 

abduction experience is triggered by 

exposure of the brain's temporal lobes 
to e lectromagnetic fields, was once 

employed by the Defence Advanced 
Research Projects Agency to remotely 

induce vomiting in enemy soldiers. 

which he did successfully. John Mock 
has also been linKed to M�uttra 
related projects . There is. undeniably, 

a close relationship between the 
military ond intelligence agencies and 

the UFO phenomenon, but is seems as 
far fetched os the idea of the Greys to 

blame them for everything. Then again, 
if the aliens ore all powetful, as they 

certainly seem to be, why would they 

need to use implants at all? 
So, confronted with the potential 

reality of such devices we con only 

wonder how for their use has octvolly 
been taken and, ultimately, who is in 
control of them. Or, to put rt another 

way, who might be in control of us? 

NOTES 
•l. Quoted in 'An open letter to the 
Swedish Prime Minister from a survivor of 
electromagnetic terror' by Robert 

Naesland. lt now appears that Mr 

N'Tumba might actually have been the 

mysterious Henry Azadehdel: what his 

motives were for concocting rhe letter we 
can only guess. From Secret and 

SupprP.sse.d, ed Jim Keith. 199�. 
•2. David M Jacobs, Secret Life, 1992 
•3. John Mack, Abductiofl, 1994 
•4. Alexandria .loumal, Virginia, USA, 8 
November 1995 
•5. CUFORN 8111/etin. Vol. 15, No. 1, 1995 
•6. Ibid. Antonio �emandez, quality 

control technician with Pana::onic 
Division of M.atsushita Electric. Canada 

17. I recommend In Search of the 
Manchurian Candidate by John Marks as 

a starting point. 
18. High Times, February 1978 

-•9. Lincoln Lawrence, Were We 
Controlled? 

110. Jarnes Lin, Microwave Auditory 

Effects and Applicarians 

SOURCES AND FURTHER READING 
Anna Keeler, 'Remote mind control 

technology', in Jim Keith {ed.), Secret 

and Suppressed, 1993 
Martin Cannon, The Controllers 

.John Mack, Abduction, 1994 
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John Marks, In Search of the Manchurian 
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Gordon Thomas, Joumey into Madness, 
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Mind control forum website: http: 

j'mambers.gnn.com/fivestring/index.htm 

Setting sail for the Cyber-
sea. 
With Tesla -like ingenuity the editors 
hove found a woy to plvg their rusty 

typewriters into the information 
Supertromway. So hopefully, by 

January 1997 those of you who 
hove fallen for the Internet's multiple 

charms will be able to access 
Magonio online. 

ihe central ideo i� to provide on 
elec tronic archive for over 25 yeors of 
MUFOB/Magonia material, in the 

shape of articles letter, reviews. 
comment, embarrasing photographs of 
the ed itors and whatever else con be 

dredged up from the beer-soaked post 
of the two magazines. There will also 

be a forum for news, gossip and 
correspondence from the heady world 
of UFO-dom. ond the obligatory page 
of !inks to other sites of interest. 

The site will not be graphics ir.tensive 
and will be on one of the faster 

servers in the UK. so you won'! hove 
to wait hours to download those 
glossy but irrelevant photos of 
shredded Coca Co!o cons from 
Roswell. 

The URL for the site will be: 
http://www.netkonect.co. 
uk/d/mogonia 

If you are currently online and would 

like to be informed as to when the site 
wiH be up and running then please 
send on email message , subject 
Magonia, to: 
markp@dogon.netkonect.co.uk 

If you have any queries, comments or 

other bright ideas, please get in touch. 
See you in Cyberspoce. 

Mork Pilkington 

Mogonio Web Editor 
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25 
Y�ARS AGO 

The December \9i1 issue of MUFOB 
was our biggest number tn that dats. 
eighteen foolscap pages of single­
spaced typescript - and all of it i!JSt 
one article. This was The New 
Ufo/ogy- a Critique, Alan Sharp·� 
definiTe demoiition of John Keei and 
Jacques Vall�e. The fact that both of 
these figures ore still very much 
around and Aion Sharp has long 
vacated the UFO scer.e speoks more 
of the latter's disillusion w1th rhe scene 
than the validity of the former's 
theories. 

i goi into o bit of rrolJbie wtth 
�.ion over the cover cf t�is tssue. 
where i hod put. in <Jn eloborole 
Victorian typefcce, the quotalian from 
J. M. Barrie: 'Whenevei o chiid �oys ''i 
don't believe in fairies·. there s a l:ttie 
foiry somewhere thol drops do ... m 
dead!" He didn't appmve. bur by rhe 
time Alan had finished the landscape 
must have been iittered with riny 
bodies. 

!t is hord to surnmonse .. ;icn s 
article os it cover� in greot detatl the 
many scier.tiflc errors and d!ogicai 

arguments !n both Va!!ee s Pnssport tr 
Magonia and Keel's Opera::cn Troian 
Horse, which were at ;hat time t�e rwo 
main manifestos of the ·New Ufoiogy . 

Perhaps who! is most s1gntf!cont 
about A Cntique i� !hot it ��any wtJy� 
prefigures the modern scept1col 
movement. lt was the first seriou� 

sceptical look at ufologicol 1deos from 
within ufology. looking criticaH, at 
some of the core beliefs of !he subject, 
rather than iust being o senes of 
attempts to explain ifldividuci reports. 
A professional geologist and 
astronomer, Alon was also a seriovs 
ufologist who brought an incisive, 
scientifically trained mind le the 

subject. No-ens could accuse him of 
'armchair ufology ', having spent his 
time skywatching on Cradle Hill, and 
horeing off in his trusty Austin A40 to 

investigate UFO reports in the North­
West. His article triggered off a 

number of responses , which I will 

summarise next issue. ••• 



What lies at the core of the growing number of UFO crash 

retrieval stories? 
John Harney checks out three widely reported cases to see if 

there is substance behind the stories 

UFO Crash 
Retrievals -

a developing 
myth 

r '• 

·····--" 

Such ufologists hove o desperate 

craving for unequivocal physical evid­

ence which would prove their case. 

Some of these people are keen on 

science ond technology. They hove 

little time for myths. unless they can be 

given rational, literal interpretations. 

They also have little taste for UFO 

obduction stories. They see the pur­

pose of ufology as the general 

acknowledgement of the reality of 

alien spacecraft surveying our planet. 

They ore not interested in giving 

psychotherapy to people who appar­

ently believe that they are constantly 

being abducted from their bedrooms 

through solid walls into enormous 

glowing craft which are unaccount­

ably invisible to their neighbours. Such 

things ore the stuff of dreams and 

delusions: their space people moy 

have advanced technology but they 

are not to be granted any magical 
powers such as those possessed by the 

characters in fantasy novels. 

Stories of crashed saucers which 

leave wreckage and occupants, dead 

or alive, have been around for a long 

time, in various forms. The American 

1897 airship wave is a familiar 
example. The problem is that all these 

stories lack credibility, and investig­

ations have revealed that, while some 

witnesses were undoubtedly sincere 

but mistaken, most of the stories were 

simply crude hoaxes. 

Then came Roswell. As the story 

developed it was quickly seen as a 

boon to the nuts-and-bolts ufologists. 

Ufo logy as  a separate field of 

study depends on the 

hypothesis that  some UFO 

reports are genuine 

descriptions or instrumenta l  

records of  objects or 

phenomena unknown to 

modern science. lt is 

genera l ly agreed that the 

vast majority of UFO reports 

are wrong ly interpreted 

sightings of objects such as 

aircraft or meteors . For many 

of the stranger reports, 

convincing psychologica l  

exp lanations are available. 

-
) tired of vague lights in the sky and 

accounts of life on other worlds 

Many ufo logists have 

a lways been convinced that  a 

smal l  percentage of UFO 

reports are s ightings of craft 

from other planets. lt is not 

acceptable to them to say that  

because most reports can be 

attributed to more mundane 

causes, then the remainder 

can a lso be, given suffic ient 

information. 

\ 

received by telepathy or other occult 

means. A physical object had crashed, 

its substance was not of this world, 

and it did not dissolve into nothingness 

when picked up. Therefore it must still 

exist, hidden away on some US Air 

Force base. The final proof. 

This makes it seem simple. Just 

exert enough political pressure and 

the sensational truth will eventually be 

revealed. However, it is not so simple. 

Although the Roswell case is 

undoubtedly based on a real incident 

involving the recovery of the 

wreckage of something from a ranch 

near Corona, New Mexico in July 

1947, it received only brief, if 

widespread, publicity at the time. After 

the bizarre press release about a 



flying d isc be ing recovered caused o 
worldwide sensation, the cover story 

designed to damp things down - that it 

was, after all ,  only a weather balloon 

with o radar target attached - was 
generally accepted (at least by those 

whose opinions on such things 

mattered )  and the story d ied .  lt was 

mentioned by Frank Edwords in his 
book Flying Saucers - Serious 

Business (1), but it was apparently not 
publicly discussed again until the late 

1970s, when Jesse A. Morcel, who 
hod been the intelligence officer at the 
509th Bomb Group at Roswell in 1947, 

decided to publicise his version of the 
affair. 

This resulted in a reawakening of 

interest and investigations by ufologists 
gradually became more intensive and 

better organised. Eventually o very 
deta iled story emerged and was 

published in various books, articles, 

reports and television documentaries. 

This publicity stimulated many 
ufologists to probe old cases which 

seemed somewhat similar, but hod not 

been taken very seriously . This 
process unearthed deta ils which hod 
not appeared in the original reports, 
such os the alleged recovery of the 

bod ies of aliens, os well os wreckage. 

Many other, often tr iv ial, deta ils 

emerged and I hope to demonstrate 
that crash retrieval stories, os they are 
now discussed, tend to fall into a 

pattern, which takes the Roswell 
accounts os a model. 

From the Roswell story we can 

e)(tract a number of motifs. many of 
which ore not essential to the story, 
but con be seen to be repeated in 
accounts of other inc idents. lt is 

interesting to note that other crash 

retrieval stories o re compared with 
Roswell; so far as many ufologists ore 
concerned this is the standard by 

which they are assessed. 
Now crash retrieval stories, os I 

hove said. are remarkable for the 
absence of accounts of paranormal or 
visionary experiences which are 
involved in so many UFO reports. But 
do they form coherent or consistent 

narratives with their own internal 

logic? Do they, when closely 
scrutinised, make any k ind of sense? I 
don't think so. 

Let us look at two other cases os 
well os Roswell and we shall see that 

it would be qu ite crazy to interpret 
them as evidence of alien visitors 

crashing their saucers but perfectly 

reasonable to see them as part of a 

developing myth within the framework 
of UFO reports, beliefs and criticism by 

sceptics. 

Although the Roswell object was 

almost certainly not o weather balloon, 
and there ore serious doubts about the 

recent suggestion that it may hove 
been a much larger balloon carrying 

equ ipment designed to monitor d istant 
atomic e)(plosions (Project Mogul), it 

could hove been some other secret 
military device. There wasn't much 

more to the story until rumours of 
aliens, dead or al ive, be ing recovered 

from another crash site began to 
emerge. Accord ing to some reports it 
was only o few miles away, but the 
most detailed accounts gave it as 

be ing on the Plains of Son Augustin, 

more than 150 miles away. However, 

some pretty compelling ev idence has 
been presented that this story is untrue. 

(2) 
Various accounts of the recovery 

of the aliens allege that those still 
alive offered no resistance to capture, 
be ing unarmed and quite helpless, but 

they were cruelly treated by the 

military. This is a theme which recurs 
in other crash retrieval stories. 

Accord ing to the Roswell reports, 
a considerable amount of time elapsed 

before the aliens were captured. This 
ra ises an obv ious problem of internal 

logic if we choose to believe such 
stories. We are apparently supposed to 

believe that the organisers of such 
missions to Earth send craft into our 

atmosphere which use some advanced 
means of propulsion, but ore somewhat 

less mechanically reliable than our 

a irliners. The aliens. be ing somewhat 

backward in the technology of 

automation, remote control and remote 

sensing, have to pilot the croft 
themselves. If they crash. there are no 
back-up croft to rescue them: they 
simply have to wa it for the inevitable 
arrival of the military and shipment to 
some secret base where their bod ies 
ore d issected or, if still olive, they ore 

incarcerated indefinitely. 

lt con be argued that there is 
much confusion and uncerta inty about 

Roswell because the events happened 
so long ago. More recent reports 

should prov ide o clearer p icture. But 
do they? Take the incident in North 

Wales in January 197 4, for example .  

At 8.39 in the evening of 23 January a 

violent explosion was heard in the 
area of Bala and Llandrillo, followed 

by on earth tremor which was was 
strong enough to be recorded at 

Ed inburgh University . Witnesses 
reported seeing lights around a 

nearby mountain. lt was at first 
thought that an a ircraft had crashed 

on the mounta in ,  but the Royal Air 
Force (RAF). which sent a team to 
search the mountain, later said that 

there had been no crash and they had 
been looking for debris from a meteor 
fall. (3) However, it was said that the 
area around the mountain was sealed 
off for several days and that even the 

police were not allowed there. The 
med ia failed to follow up the story 
and when Jenny Rondles attempted to 

investigate it she found the local 
people unwilling to d iscuss it . (4} At 
this point the story, whilst intriguing 

and rather puzzling (why would the 

RAF want to go looking for 
meteorites?) was hardly a crash 
retrieval case. Like Roswell, the story 

d ied when the med ia accepted 
official explanations. 

Almost 20 years later, ufologist 

Margaret Fry moved to North Wales 
and began to unearth a number of 

witnesses, one of them being a nurse 
who said that she hod driven to the 
mountain with her two daughters on 

that night because she thought that on 

a ircraft had crashed .  She cla imed to 
hove seen o large, c ircular object, 
glowing orange, on the ground, but 

no evidence of bod ies or wreckage. 

She also claimed that she was 

stopped by police and military 
personnel. who ordered her to leave 

the area .  (5) 
Perhaps it should be mentioned 

that Morgoret Fry has been interested 
in UFOs for many years and has made 
'countless sightings'. Perhaps it should 

also be mentioned ,  as it has been by 
Jenny Rondles, that the brilliant 
meteor seen crossing North Wales on 
the night in question was timed at 9. 

58, more than an hour after the 

explosion. (7} 
Confused? So am I. But there's 

more. Tony Dodd (one of Britain's 
most active UFO investigators) has 
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recently published on articl e  covering 

much the some ground os covered by 

Jenny Rand l es. (8) But he goes on to 
revea l  that a witness, described as a 

retired Army officer, nos come forward 

to c la im that a l ien bod ies were 
retrieved from the scene .  T his man 
c la imed that he was ordered to dr ive 
to Llondderfe l (near the oreo i n  

question) , with four other soldiers, 

where they loaded 'two large ob long 
bo)(es' into their vehic le and were 

ordered to toke them d irectly to the 

Chemical and Biologica l  Defence 

Estab l ishment at Porton Down, Wiltshire. 
When they got there, the bo)(es were 

o pened in their presence to reveal the 
bod ies of al ien be ings. Other sol d iers 

hod a lso transported a l iens to Porton 
Down, but these were a l ive. 

The ex-sold ier c la imed to hove 
arrived in North Wal es on 20 January 

197 4 and the bodies were de l ivered to 
Porton Down some time the ne)(t day. 
But, wait o minute. Dodd gives us the 

time of the exp losion - 8.39 p.m. - os 
wel l  as the year and the month, but for 
some reason he omits the date. I 

wonder why? Perhaps it is because of 

the d ifficulty of resolving the paradox 
of the a l ie ns arriv ing at Porton Down 
on  21 January, two days before their 

saucer crashed on 23 J a nuary. 
Anyway, we have no reason to 

be l ieve this rid iculous tale .  For 
instance, if so l diers were de l ivering 

some secret cargo ond it wos not 

considered necessary or desirab le  to 
te l l  them what it was whi le they were 
tra nsporting it, is it even conceivab le  
tha t  i t  would be  revea led to them 

when they hod safe ly  de l ivered it and 
their task was completed? Of course 
not. lt is a pack of l ies, but it is a n  

important port of the crash retrieval 
myth: crashed saucers usua l l y  hove 

a l iens in them. 
Another point. As one of the 

princ ipa l  witnesses c la imed to hove 
seen on a pparent ly undamaged saucer 

on the ground and others hove 
c laimed to have seen one take off, 

there must hove been at l east two 

involved. There must a lso be 
wreckage and I eager ly  awa it the 

inevitab le  yarns a bout the people who 

picked up chunks of it on ly to hove it 

confiscated by mi l itary authorities just 

as they were about to hove it ana l ysed. 
lt is inevitab le  - wel l, a lmost inevitab le  

- because i t  i s  one of  the more 

important motifs of the deve loping 
myth. 

lt is a l l  very unsatisfactory. I f 

on ly we hod o crash retrieval which 

If only we took p lace recently in o p lace where 
there were lots of people around to 
see what occurred. Then the Truth had a crash would surely be revea led .  How a bout 
o suburb of a large town? Wel l ,  it's 
actua l l y  happened ,  that is if you can retrieval be l ieve the reports. I n  Brazi l ,  arguably 

the most saucer -infested country on  

earth. which took On 20 January 1996, at a bout 3. 

30 p.m. three girls wa l king home 

through Jord im Andere, o suburb of place Varginha (9) sow o stra nge creature, 

humanoid in a ppearance, with brown 
skin . lt was about 1.6 metres ta l l ,  had recently in a three humps on its head ond large 

bright red eyes. lt was naked and 

appare ntly had  no gen itals, n ipp les or  place where navel. The girls were terrified and ran 
to the home of two of them, where 
they tol d  their mother. The story there were spread rap id l y  and  when ufologists 
Vitorio Pacaccin i  and Ub irajara 
Franco Rodrigues began to investigate lots of they found that witnesses spoke of 

there being at least two a l i ens, both 

of which were captured by the local people fire service, the army , or both together. 

These beings were a l leged l y  taken to 

a loca l  hospita l ,  but d id not survive around to and their bod ies were l ater moved 

elsewhere. 

During the previous night there see what had been o sighting of a submarine-
shaped UFO, a bout the size of a sma l l  

occurred. bus, fly ing at a bout 5 metres a bove 

the ground and  emitting smoke or 
vapour, at a farm a bout 10 km from 

Then the Jard im Andere . The witnesses had 

been a l erted by noises from the form 
a nimals. 

Truth would The first deta i l ed  account of the 

case which I saw was an  artic le by 

Grohom Birdsol l ,  based on information 

surely be he hod received when he went to o 

UFO conference in Curitiba ,  Brazi l  in 
June and  met Pacaccin i  a nd revealed. Rodrigues. (10) I hove a lso read 

many reports and comments which 
have been publ ished on the Internet. 

(11) With so many witnesses and  such 

intensive investigation by experienced 

ufo logists one would have expected o 

coherent story to have emerged by 
now, nearly a year after the events. 



The reports ore a confusing mixture of 
eyewitness testimony, rumour o nd spec­

ulation .  The army, pol ice ,  fire service 
and hospita l authorities a l l egedly 
involved in the capture a nd remova l of 
the al iens deny everything. 

lt is said that one of the bodies 

was token to the University of 
Compinos, where on autopsy was 
carried out by Or Fortunate Bodon 

Po l hores (who is apparently famous for 

having carried out the autopsy on the 
Nazi, Mengele) . Dr Po lhores denies 
this, of course . According to a nother 

report e ight a l iens were captured. 
One was dead, two were injured and 
one later died, a nd five were unin jured. 
Another report a l leges that the six 

l iving a l iens were flown from 
Compinos A irport in a Braz i l ian a ir 
force p lane to Soo Pau lo .  There they 

were 'marched aboard' (!) o US Air 
Force transport p lane and flown to 

Albrook Air Force Base i n  Panama. 
The Brazi l ian ufolog ists i nsist that 

the confusion is caused by o great 

international cover-up operation but 
that in the case of Vorginho they 

arrived on the scene too qu ickly for it 
to be ful ly effective os it usua l ly Is. 

Authorities involved are ordered to 

deny that a nything unusual has 

happened, a nd witnesses o re s i lenced 
by threats or bribes. 

For those who want to be l ieve i n  
crash retrievals there o re  o number of 

serious logical problems. The most 
Important one Is this: If there ore only 

a handful of cases, this would seem 

h igh ly un l ikely to most people, but not 

imposs ib le .  However, if it is thought 
that UFO crashes ore by no means  

rare, t hen  i t  would be impossible to 

conceal the truth for very long. lt is 

a l so hard to imag ine a l iens flying 
around In  such unre l iab le croft. Or do 
they crash them del iberately? 

One way of gett ing around this 
prob lem is to soy or imply that there 
ore very few UFO crashes. Th is Is the 

a pproach taken by Kevin D. Randle ,  
who devotes a book to l isting UFO 
crash reports, labe l l ing al l but a few of 
them os hoaxes. (12) The a lternative Is 
to say that governments are in 

co l lus ion with the a l iens, and that the 
a l iens o re operating in such a way as 
to enab le them to continue concea l i ng 

the truth from the publ ic .  However, this 

does not deal with the problem of the 
crashes .  

A l l  this does not mean that UFO 

crash retrieval reports are based on  
noth ing at a l l .  Normal ly there i s  some 

CRASH-RETRIEVAL MOTIFS 
• The precursor; e .g .  something seen in the sky, on explosion heord , 

or mysterious object tracked by radar 
• Crashed UFO; a lmost a lways in a remote place 
• Al iens, dead or a l ive, in or near crashed UFO 
• Arrival of military 
I Civil ians expelled from crash area 
• Aliens cruel ly  treated by military 
• Al iens helpless a nd unarmed , and apparently not very inte l l igent 
• Military personnel sworn to secrecy 
I Civil ian witnesses threatened or bribed to keep si lent 
I Authorities give unconvincing cover story to media 
1 Authorities remove all wreckage from crash site, usual ly  on a flat 

truck covered with o tarpaulin 
1 Witnesses pick up bits of wreckage but authorities always recover 

all of it from them 
I US Air Force nearly a lways get involved, sometimes al legedly  by 

puHing pressure on government of country where crash occurs 
1 long after event, persons contact ufologists to c la im they were 

involved in recovery operation 
I Such persons c la im to hove seen a l ien bodies or worked on UFO 

wreckage 
• Official photographs, films or videos of a l iens which ore never 

mode available or ore obvious fakes 

unusual event which somehow sets i n  
motion a process o f  rumour a nd 
speculation .  The crashed UFO myth 
hos by now received so much 
publ ic ity that it is readily a va i lab le  to 
provide o framework for the e labor­
ation of such reports. Pathological  
l iars ond pub l ic ity seekers ore o lwoys 

avai lable to provide further amazing 
information. The myth con be broken 
down into motifs, which con then be 
modified a nd reassembled to provide 

the deta i ls of different crash retrieval 

stories. l here present a tentative l ist 
of the usual motifs, in the hope that 
others will develop it more fully, so 

that we end up with a model for a 

typical crash  retrieva l a nd thus know 
what to look for in future reports . (See 
box) 

The crash  retrieval report usua l ly 
seems to develop from some centra l 
event, to which the above motifs ore 
added os Investigation o nd discussion 
get under way. In the Roswe l l  Case 
this was the finding of wreckage on 
his ra nch by Mac Braze! .  In the North 
Wales case it wos the sound of o 

violent explosion, followed by an  
earth tremor. I n  t he  Vorg i nho case, it 

was the sighting  of something which 
they took to be  'the devi l '  which 

frightened three g ir ls wal king home 

through o suburban street. lt is qu ite 
l ikely that there is no connection 
between these three cases, but the 

myth took over a nd the stories were 
built up from the motifs by o p ick-and­

mix process. 
All of th is is not to decry the 

hard work put into investigations by 

many ufologists. lt is not their 
investigations that ore at fault but their 
a bsurd theory of c lopped-out saucers 

ful l  of he lpless a l iens. ttt 
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The Varginha 'alien', as 

depicted on the cover of 
Brazilian magazine UFO. 
The caption read 'Alien 

captured alive in Minas 

Gerais. 

FOOT NOT E: 

I n  the most recent number of 

Northern UFO News (157, Autumn 

1996), Jenny Randles returns to the 

subject of the 1 974 Uandrillo 

incident. She considers the pos­

sibility that the original incident 

may have been caused by the crash 

of an RAF plane carrying a nuclear 

weapon, and the UFO connection 

was introduced as deliberate 

'disinformation' .  'Disinformation' is 

a popular recourse by 

ufologist& when they find that their 

cherished cases are falling apart in 

their hands. T he idea that military 

authorities have deliberately used 

and promoted UFO rumours to 

discourage journalists has been put 

forward to explain aspects of the 

Roswell and Rendlesham cases 

which do not fit conveniently int 

the crashed spaceship theory. I n  

both cases a supposed nuclear 

accident has been suggested as the 

root of the story. 

W hen asked by US and German 

TV companies for her views on the 

'recovered bodies ' at Llandrillo, 

Randles replied "I told all of the T V  

companies . . . that I was not about 

to help the government cover up 

the truth about this incident by 

acting as a disinformation agent on 

their behalf." 

John Rimmer. 



After A l bert Budden 's d ramatic 

storming  out of a Mogon io Readers' 

Group Meeting a few months ago 

(oo ps, I wasn't going  to  soy who it 
was ,  was I?) your Editor was anxious 

to hear him speak ot November's 

BUFORA meeting ,  at which we were 

promised exclusive v ideo footage of 
concrete b locks be ing set on fire by a 
hotch-potch of e lectromagnetic 

equipme nt i n  the l aboratory of 
Canad ian 'self-made'  p hysicist John 
Hutchinson. As i t  was cha l leng ing this 

and other wild c la ims that provoked 

the dramatic Sunday n ight storm-out, 
Mogonions were on tenterhooks as we 
took  our seats in the Un iversity of 

Morylebone Rood's lecture theatre. 

A lthough the video which A l bert was 
about to show us would ,  i f  genuine ,  
revo lutio nise our entire understanding 

of p hysics , it was a pparent ly not so 

important that he felt it necessary to 
ed it i t  beforehand.  Consequently a 

large port of the even ing (for which 
we pa id the non-members' pr ice of £3) 

was spent gaz ing at a b l a nk 
fl i ckering screen os A lbert a nnounced 

from the projection booth "There 's 
a nother important d emonstration 

somewhere here", a nd fast-forwarded 
randomly through the tape .  

When at last we got to the 

rel evant bits we first sow o room f i l led 

to bursting with what appeared to be 
random p ieces of e lectr ical and 
electron ic equipment, and noted that 
those which mode  d ramatic arcing 

effects were very much  to the fore. We 
sot back, ready to be amazed. 

The first of the 'polterge ist' effects 

we were treated to was o meta l  rod 

b reaking in two before the camera . 

Wel l ,  we certa in ly  saw a bar break i n  

two but t he  effect was rather marred 

John Rimmer thought Heath Robinson was the 

king of strange devices, until he found out about 

Mr Hutchinson's 
Amazing Machine 

by the fact that both ends of the rod 

d isappeared out of the frame of the 

video. For all we could tel l  two c ircus 
strongmen were busi ly bending the 
meta l out of shot - if indeed it was 

meta l .  Next we saw a p iece of meta l 
roc king backwards and forwards on a 
p lywood board. Fa irly easy to a rrange ,  
you might th ink ,  if someone was 

moving a mag net backwards and  
forwards underneath t he  board. But 

then we saw a sma l l  p lastic d ish 
mov i ng across the p lywood. A l bert 

carefu l l y  reminded us that, i n  norma l 

circumstances, p lastic is not magnetic. 
Hmmm . . .  perhaps a strip of meta l was 

stuck underneath the dish and the 

magnet was aga in  be ing manipulated 

under the board? As if to a nswer this 
sceptica l  thought the dish sudden ly  

shot upwards out of the p icture. For 

some reason the shaky, hand-he ld 
camera d id  not ot th is  moment pan 

upwards to show us the p late stuck to 
the ce i l ing ,  or wherever it hod gone .  lt 

remained tig htly focussed on a 
cardboard mi lk  carton stand ing on the 
tab le .  T his a nomalous cardboard 

carton featured in  all the subsequent 

shots, but remained resolutel y  
unmoved. Perhaps t he  experimenters 
had just put it down there after having 

their coffee break .  However, o number 

of other sma l l  items started moving 
around the table then sudden ly  

shooting off upwards, to  cries of 

amazement from A lbert Budden .  At no 

time, however, were we shown where 
these various items ended up. In fact 

we saw nothing other than the 

wooden sheet apparent ly resting on a 

mi lk-crate , and the inside of o sma l l  

p lywood booth. None of the 

l aboratory equipment that was 
supposed ly  causing these dramatic 
man ifestations was v is ib le ot a l l .  

l t s lowly began  to  dawn upon the 
sceptica l Magonians that much the 

same effects could be produced if a 
series of sma l l  objects, w ith meta l 

strips attached to them, were held to 
the underside of a p lywood sheet by a 

magnet manipulated on top of the 
p lywood. I f the magnet was then 

sudden ly removed the objects would 
fa l l  down, rather than be levitated .  I f 
the camera record ing these events 

was itself held upside-down  we might 

we l l  e nd up with a sequence of 
images looking remarkab ly  what we 
were then viewing .  

"They got a b i t  bored with th is ," 

A lbert remarked ,  "a nd started messing 
around with yoghurt!". I thought for o 
moment we were in for a d ifferent k ind 
of v ideo, but no ,  this was l ev itating 

yoghurt. T here was a sma l l  carton of a 
wh ite substance on the by now fami l iar 

p lywood board . Gradua l l y ,  from the 
surface of the yoghurt, we sow o spike 

start g rowing 'upward ' ,  getting 
longer and longer until o l arge b lob 
shot  up the screen and disappeared 
out of the picture. No subsequent shot 

showed us where this viscous blob 
ended up. Of course, if a pot of 
yoghurt was held upside down, an 
effect such os this might wel l  be 

observed - but don 't try th i s  at home! 
lt would not be true to soy that 

this sequence of marvel s  was watched 

in owed s i lence by the audience. I 

certa in ly heard d isrespectful titters 
from time to time. Some of the video 

sequences seemed to be segments 



from Canadian TV news programmes. 
And, of course, there was, as  there 

a lways is when dea l ing with weird 
scientific cla ims, on excerpt from o 

Japanese television documentary. I 
sup pose they hove to hove something 

to put i n  between their curious torture­
based game shows. 

At question time I risked o 
comment: "What o shame that with a l l  

this complex equipment i n  h is  
l aboratory, Mr Hutchinson couldn 't 

afford a wider a ng led lens a nd 
perhaps a camera tripod to g ive us  

clearer pictures, and l e t  us see  a b i t  of 

the surround ings to the experiments?" 
"I know, I know," c ried A lbert, 

" I 've to ld  h im, but he's such a n  
eccentric character h e  d oes things his 
own way and takes no notice of 
anyone ! "  What a guy, hey. 

No walk-out so for, so I risked a 

second question: "Have a ny of these 

experiments been reported in refereed 
scientific journa ls?" 

"They've been investigated by 

MacDonald Doug las  and the Max 

P lanck I nstitute in Berl i n . "  
"Real ly ,  in wh ich journa l s  can I 

read  accounts of these investigations?" 

"We l l  they've not actua l l y  been 
publ ished but I con g ive you the 

names a nd addresses of the people 
who did the research." 

I 've not had the names yet, but 
be assured that when I do I 'l l  keep 
you informed ,  and wi l l  let you know 
exactly what relationships the 

individuals concerned have to these 
prestig ious organisations. 

Besides we don 't have to rel y  on 

other people 's accounts. We could try 

it for ourselves. Budden flourished a 
sheaf of papers. T hese were the p lans 
for making a 'poltergeist machine' , 
which is what the ce l lor-fv l l  of old 

electrica l  equipment was apparently 
ca l led .  For just £10 we could buy a set 

of p lans and build our own. As I have 
enough prob lems connecting a VCR to 

a tel evision, I de l i ned  the offer. I 'm 
quite certa i n  that a ny h igh  energy 
electrica l  equipment that I wired up 
wou ld  certa in ly produce l evitation: of 

me through the ce i l ing the moment I 
p lugged it in . But the offer is there for 
any Magonia rea ders who feel up to it. 
I don 't know where you wou l d  

actua l ly  ge t  a Tesla Coil or a Van der 
Groff generator, which seem to be 

pretty essentia l ,  but I suppose you 
could probab ly pick them up on o 

Sunday morning down Brick Lane 

Market, next to the dodgy computer 
equipment. 

Sudden was winding down h is 

ta l k, a nd murmurs were going round 
the audience about o demonstration 

we were about to hove of o machine 
which could automatica l ly produce 

out-of- body experiences. A curious 

looking character c l imbed on to the 

themsel ves to the times a nd p laces of 
important UFO l a nd i ngs. Here they 

have been ab l e  to actua l l y  go inside 
the UFOs. Many of them, they hove 

d iscovered , have been unma nned 
croft. A l so, it is possib le to travel into 

the future and wait for UFOs to land !  
When you start mak ing c laims 

l i ke this there 's a lways one 
troub lemaker i n  the aud ience (no, not 

a Magonian ,  honest) who asks: 

"could I travel o week into the future 

' ' lt 's made from 
al l  sorts of 

electrica l parts, 
I 've got a bit of 
an American 

lightn ing fighter 
a ircraft in  there' '  

stage,  and Sudden introduced him. 
Th is was Tony Bassett, with his l itt le 
device. 

Bassett was dressed i n  baggy 
corduroy trousers, red braces and  o 
check lumberjack shirt with a pocket 
stuffed with on array of different 

coloured pens. So obv iously here was 
another self-mode engineer. 

He produced a b lack box, a bout 

the size of o tool box, with o lead 

attached, wh ich he p lugged into a 
socket at the back of the stage. 

"With this machine , I can  produce 
o force fie ld which wil l f i l l  this room, 

a nd a bout 80% of the people here wi l l  
hove on out of the body experience -

guaranteed ." He went o n  to exp la in 
that whi l st floating around without 

bod i ly  constraints, not on ly could we 
fly away across the rooftops of 
London l i ke Dick Van Dyke i n  Mary 
Poppins, but a l so transport ourse lves 

back in t ime. Peop le  have done this, 
he assured us, and tra nsported 

and find next week's Notiona l  Lottery 
numbers?"  

Oh,  dear me no ,  qu ite imposs ib le .  

You can't do  irresponsib le ,  se lfish 
things l ike that! ( I 'd g ive ha lf my ten 
mi l l ion pounds to Mother Teresa , 

rea l ly ! )  Anyway, he warned ,  so many 

people are trying to d iv ine those 
numbers by occult means that you 
might suffer terrib l e  psychic damage if 
you eve n  attempted to find out whi l st 

in an out-of-body state. 
A l l  the whi le Tony Bossett was 

ta l king his p lugged in little machine 
lay si le ntly o n  the floor: "Ifs mode 

from a l l  sorts of e lectrica l  parts, I 've 

got o b it of on American  L ightning 
fighter a ircraft in there", he assured us. 

The aud ience was g rowing 

restive - When is he going to turn it 
on?  Are we a l l  going to hove on  
OOB experience? Maybe we  could 

just hove o peek at the Lottery 

numbers - when a BUFORA 
opporotchik stepped forward: 
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"Unfortunate ly ,  as BUFORA does 
not hove suitab le  i nsurance ,  for lega l  

reasons Tony wi l l  not be ab l e  to 
demonstrate his mach ine .  We may be 
l iab le to lega l  action for anything that 
happens ." 

Oh dear, m' learned friends strike 
aga in ,  BUFORA's co ld feet were 
vis ib ly shivering .  Tony  d id  turn the 
device on, but we were treated to just 

a few moments of an admitted ly  quite 
impressive buzzing noise, before 'for 

l ega l  reasons' , he turned it off aga in .  
Not on ly d id this box of tricks s l ip you 

to and  fro i n  time, we l earned, but it 
wou ld  a lso cure most i l l nesses. 

"If I signed a waiver that I 

wou ldn 't take any l ega l  action, could I 

try it to cure my rheumatism?", asked 
one optimistic member of the aud ience. 
Sorry, but not even then .  lega l  reasons. 
One or two of the BUFORA offic ia ls 

were not looking terrib l y  happy at this 
po int, and the meeting was brought 
fa ir ly rap id ly to a c l ose. Afterwards 
Tony was hand ing around his business 

cards to an eager throng. Curiously ,  

he appears not to operate from a 
un iversity engineering department, or 
a h igh-tech industr ia l  research institute, 

but from Ra i lway Arch Number 7, in 
Comden Lock Market. T his is o North 

London tourist trap which caters less 
for research at the cutting edge of 

science and technology than it does 
for crystal therapy, vegetar ian 

tofvburgers and boot leg music 
cassettes. Funny that. 

I 've got one of Tony's 'Space Trip 
Passports' i n  front of me os I write, and 

I notice the sma l l  pr int at the bottom: 
"The makers a nd d i stributors of Space 

Tr ip Passport wi l l  not be responsib le 
for any mis-use of the product or for 

fa i lure to treat properly any  d isease, 
as  the circumstances of use ore 

outside of their control" .  Sounds l ike 
the lega l  eag les hove been busy again . 

I wa l ked out into the traffic­
c logged Mory lebone Rood, fee l i ng ,  os 

I a lwa ys do  after a BUFORA meeting, 
that yet a nother Saturday evening has 
been spent instructivel y  in the 
company of some of our more 

endearing, if rather unconventiona l ,  
fel l ow citizens. l t  certain ly beats 
staying in and watch ing Jeremy 
Beadle .  But we never got to see the 

concrete b lock catching fire. Pity. 
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Dear John R immer  

An u n natura l  phenomeno n  

wh ich  h a s  received l i t t le  

attent ion from Forte a n s  i s  the  

myster ious  d is appearance of  

po rtion s  of  tex t  fro m a rt ic les  

s u bmi tted to Magonia. The  

most  recen t  victi m h a s  been  

my own p iece  o n  Anc ient  

A s tronauts :  amongst  other  

th i n g s ,  a m e n tion  of a g u ru 

with  a TV set  i n  h i s  cave was 

ren dered incomprehens ib le  

by the omi s s ion of the  word 

"te l ev is ion" ,  w h i l s t  a p a ra-

graph  on the H a m  a n d  Dropa 

tr ibes va n i s h ed ent i re ly .  

Are these passages  

a b d u cted from your  computer 

by a l i e n s ,  who are  eve n  now 

examin ing  t h e m  i n  t h e  b lood­

red s u n s h i n e  of Kruger 60? 

Or  does the editor ia l  team 

s u ppress  them to cover up 

the truth that Magonia i s  

secret ly  runn ing  the worl d ?  

E n c l o s e d  a re two book 

rev iews ,  with i m p l anted 

homing d evices to keep track 

of the i r  fu ture m ovem e n ts .  

Sest  wishes ,  

G a reth J Medway, London 

Our apologies to  Gareth 

Medway; the missing 

sections have been safely 

recovered and are available 

for examination on the 

Back Page. 

l � T T � R � 

Dear John ,  a l so says  the 'b ig one '  appeared on 

Before you c lose the correspondence the 28th . but was farther off and no 

[with this l etter - Ed. J, a few items o n  fig ures were observed .  Yet G i l l  

t he  G i l l  affa ir. impl ies this was the same as the CE3. 

G i l l  was a poor observer. Th is is Equa l l y  baffl i ng  is the RAAF 

borne out by two other s i ght ings in rep l y  to the V ictor ian F ly ing Saucer 

Cruttwel l 's report - a 'ti l ley lamp' seen Society which mentions Mars ,  Jup iter 

near a mounta in on Apri l  9 (from a and  Saturn a s  cu lprits but omits Venus 

launch)  which looks very much l ike which was then at max imum magn it-

Venus coupled with the boat's motion ,  ude of -4.3! Were the RAAF just be ing 

the other on Ju ly  6 at Dogura with po l ite to G i l l  a nd trying not to insult 

Venus i n  the exact position of the UFO. h is inte l l i gence? lt is a very stra nge 

This l atter was witnessed by ten omission .  

p eop l e  inc lud ing one  sa id by  Cruttwe l l  Nobody seems t o  hove noticed 

to be  'a man of great qua l ifications '  that  when G i l l  says he saw Venus 

who served i n  the RAAF and who with the UFO a bove it, he may we l l  

'knows o good d e a l  a bout a ircraft a nd hove mistaken Mars for Venus and 

a l ot a bout stars'. Yet th is was beyond Venus for the UFO .  Mars was on ly  4 

doubt an observation of Venus at its degrees be low Venus on June 26, 

brightest; in fact one witness l ater setting 15  m inutes earl ier , yet nobody, 

changed h is mind a bout the UFO and to my knowledge ,  has ever pointed 

ma i nta ined it was indeed Venus .  Gill this out. 

was present on both occasions. A l l a n  H endry revea l s  in The UFO 

There are severa l c lues withi n  Handbook, ( p .  85 )  how a CE3 turned 

Cruttwel l 's report suggestin g  that out to be Venus ,  yet rejects this 

a stronomica l  objects do account for a nswer for G i l l ,  presumab ly  because 

the g reat majority of the 70-odd cases Gi l l  had many witnesses whereas his 

there i n .  Why, for i nstance ,  was it even lone woman had not .  Was Menze l  i n  

suggested that Father G i l l  cou l d  hove fact near the mark when he sa id that 

m ista ken his CE3 for Venus? T his ideo probab ly the natives had not seen the 

was mooted in 1960, long  before l ittle men but were mere ly  fo l lowing 

Menzel got i nvo l ved , so who made the ir l eader? We sha l l  never know. 

th is suggestion?  Why was Gil l even Ne ither do  we know of Gi l l ' s  

look ing for Venus on June 26 ,  the first UFO background before 1959, nor of 

n i g ht of h i s  CE3 s ighti ngs? Had  some- h is  science fiction interest, i f  any. 

one dropped h im a h i nt that perhaps Cruttwel l  a ga in is reticent and  is too 

he could not recognise the p la net content to take G i l l  at face  va lue .  

when he sow i t? Cruttwel l  does not Cruttwel l  was a lready a n  ETHer as he 

say. admits; yet it is obvious that, barring 

Other s ightings  dur ing the wave the CE3s , near ly a l l  h is 1958-59 

were beyond a doubt combinations of reports ore of m istaken I FOs, and  

Venus, Jup iter, other p l anets a nd mere ly  odd podd ing  to the G i l l  case .  

bri g ht meteors . G i l l  h imse l f  admitted (The confirming s ig htin g  he g ives, a l so 

that some of the smal ler  UFOs seen on  on June 27 at  Baniara, is a very c lear 

the n i ghts of June 26 a nd 2 7  may hove case of Venus a nd Mars in  c lose 

been p la nets or stars (os Cruttwe l l  proximity . )  

says i n  his report), so it i s  real l y  on ly  I find  Martin Kottmeyer's boot 

the CE3s that defy exp la nation .  G i l l  solution stra ins  credu l ity t o  t h e  l imit. I 

a lso find Venus stra ins credu l ity to the 

l im it . But whor o re we l eft w ith? Is it 

not even more remarkab le  that here 

was an ET craft, roaming the skies at 

c lose range for many hours for each of 

at least three consecutive even ings ,  

witnessed by 30-plus peop le ,  yet not 

once d id  anyone attempt to p hoto-

graph it, v iew it us ing on optica l  a id ,  

or even report it to offic ia l s  at the t ime. 

There does not even seem to be any 

contemporary mention i n  the press of 

this momentous event. 

Gi l l 's rep ly ,  to Hynek .  many 

years later of why he went in  to d inner 

with the UFO sti l l  over the mission 

station . sounds o b it contrived and not, 

I suspect, what he rea l ly be l ieved in 
1959 .  

If there is one UFO case where 

a nyone reading the account wishes he 

or she hod been present at the time , 

the Gi l l  CE3 is sure l y  it. 

S incere ly ,  

Christopher A l l an ,  Stoke-on-Trent 

••• 
Dear Magon ia ,  

After read ing  the review of my l atest 

book, UFOs - Psychic Close Encount-

ers: The Electromagnetic Indictment. 

written by Peter Rogerson ,  there ore 

more tha n  a few corrections a nd facts 

to w hich I woul d  l ike to draw your 

attention .  

Firstly however, le t  us compare 

Peter Rogerson 's op in ion aga inst that 

of others concerning my e lectromog -

netic po l lut ion approac h  that he 

d ismisses os "chaotic pot-pourri of 

science, speculative science a nd 

downr ight pseudo-sc ience" .  For 

example ,  Dr Jacques Vo l lee wrote 

after read ing my work: 

"Fran kly ,  when I read your book, 

I was de l i ghted and stunned at the 

e l egance of your approach  - a nd a bit 

peeved that I hadn 't thought of it ! But it 

takes someone with your experience 



and background in the fie ld  to from those countries which hove hod 
describe this credib ly." sophisticated e lectronic communic-

Then Professor Kenneth Ring, of otion systems such as  the UK and the 
the Department of Psychology,  Univ- USA, I am not too sure what he means. 
ersity of Connecticut wrote: Whot I hove done is simply come 

"I found myself this morning a long and identified the environmenta l 
forced to yield to o compulsion to and  c l in ical parameters of such 
rea d  your book immediate ly ,  a nd so I i nterna l visionary experiences which ,  
have. Foscinoting! As I hod surmised incidenta l l y ,  ore unrecogn ised by 
yesterday, you are rea l l y  on to experiencers, and are not part of the 

someth ing here with your thesis, and I authorised myth. In fact, these 
myself am incl ined to concur with a characteristics are so robust, and  

great deo l  o f  whot you  have  to  soy occur with such monotonous regu lar ity, 
and suppose a bout the basis of so- that things are getting boring for me 

cal led a l ien abductions. I congratulate now. 

you on a masterful job of sorting Another error that Rogerson 

through the ev idence on e lectronic makes is to suggest thot e lectromog-

pol lution,  a l lerg ies, and e lectrical  netic hypersensitivity (EH) "may be a 

sensitivity in order  to show how socia l l y  constructed disorder such as 
certain environmenta l and Mesmer's 'mesmeric trance'  or  

neurological  factors moy conspire to Charcot's 'hysteria' . . .  " He demon-

give rise to this phenomenon. Your strates his knowledge of the historica l  

work deserves a w ide  hearing and  perspective wonderfu l l y, but  seems 
needs to be reckoned with, a nd I hope unaware of the current researc h  on EH. 

it wi l l  receive the attention thot is due Much of th is wos a ired vio the 
to it." presentations of papers at the l nternat-

Then Dr David Gotl ib  wrote after ionol  Conference on Electromag netic 
I submitted an  article for the Bulletin Hypersensitivity at Graz ,  Austria in  

of Anomalous Experience, saying :  1994 (sponsored by the Dept. for 

" I think you're on to something Cl in ica l  Engineering a nd the I nstitute 

here and I rea l l y  do look forward to for Biomedical  Engineering at Graz 

the promised volume . . .  I hope you wil l Un iversity). A lso ,  the Robens Institute , 

bui ld on this in itia l  work. In porticulor ,  University of Surrey hove o study 

I think a systematic study project on EH, and Dr Mark Poyne 

demonstrating o correlation between who wrote Superheo/th, both treats 

reported abduction experiences and a nd studies th is  condition ,  as does the 

soy, proximity to power l ines ot the Breokspeor Hospita l ,  Herts. Also, there 

location where the experience was are various pa pers such as: "T he 

reported . . .  " Diagnosis and Thera py of Electrica l  

Dr Michael Persinger a lso wrote, Hypersensitivities" and "Electrica l  

tel l i ng me: Sensit ivities i n  A l l ergy Patients" by Dr 

"The hypothesis developed withi n  C.W.Smith, Dr Ray  Choy a nd Dr Jean  

your text is o bo ld conjecture; you are Monro. ( I  con g ive more deta i l s  if 
to be comp l imented .  You have required ,  but I think not, eh?) 

combined measured inferencing with And this brings me to the l i be l lous 

scientific principle." d ismissal of Dr Jean Monro's work by 

I could go on, quoting from Rogerson .  I l ove the way he false ly  

letters from other academics in  a abbreviates and g l ib ly  shunts the work 

variety of sc iences thot I hove of this doctor (ond by doing this, her 

received from around the world .  I med ica l  eo-workers too) into the 

dunno. If I hod to choose between the fringes of the absurd by tel l ing us that 

opinions of Rogerson and these people,  my quotations referring  to environment-

I know who I would pick. al med icine aspects ore "indistinguish-

Rogerson then goes on to assure ab le  from the radiesthesia and l ittle 

us that evidence of visionary exper- b lock boxes of o previous era ". 

ience should be constantly increasing Monro 's med ical career spans over 

os EM pol l ution i ncreases, but "Of thirty years a nd includes positions of 

course this is not true". Considering Medical D irectorship at six hospita ls ,  

that we hove o virtua l  epidemic of inc luding The Lister Hospita l ,  

a l i en  abduction experiences reported Nightingale Hospita l ,  Humana Hospital 

Wel l ington ond the Breokspeor. She is 

Medical  Advisor of the Coel iac 

Association, a nd medica l Advisor to 

various nationa l  charities ,  including 

Sanity, the H enry Doub l edoy 

Research  Assoc iation and was on the 

subcommittee for Hosp ital Medical  

Services of the BMA for four years. 

Again,  I could go on.  

And as  far as  tel l i ng readers that 

"Sudden suggests that the 'crashed 

saucer' at Roswe l l  has been assemb-

led by psychokinesis" - wel l ,  this is o 

corny o ld trick.  Ta ke something out of 

context and it then loo ks s i l ly .  

Rogerson does not mention the c learly 

conjectura l mood I hod worked up in 

the previous pages, and the fact that 

this idea was expressed os a 

rhetorical question .  

And this brings m e  t o  Rog erson's 

mood and manners. He seems unable 

to state his points without recourse to 

persona l  insu l t  and sarcasm. I asked 

the ed itor of o wel l -known scientific 

journa l if he had to ed it out such 

things os "in your  guts you know he's 

nuts" or other Rogersonisms: "The 

catchword wos 'electromagnetic ' (but 

not as we know it Capta i n)" or similar 

ch i ld ishness. He told  me that it crops 

up sometimes in submitted reviews, 

and when it does, it was usua l ly  o 
sure s ign that "you've got them 

rattled". That is to say, they feel that 

insult somehow adds weight to their 

argument, but rea l l y ,  it soys more 

a bout them than a bout the thing they 

ore reviewing .  

Wel l ,  i f  I thoug ht th i s  was go ing 

to  be pub l i shed i n  Mogonio, I could 

provide copies of the letters I hove 

quoted  from, but I don't think so. As 

my col league says - "You 've got them 

ratt led . . .  " 

Al bert Budden ,  Brentford, Middlesex 
••• 
Dear Mr R immer, 

I hove received o copy of the book 

review of Magonio 55/14 in  which 

reference is made, I presume, to my 

work by your reviewer. For your 

information o programme broodcost 

on October 15 1990 was subject to 

lega l  proceedings and  I received o 

complete apology from Gra nada 

Tel evis ion, copy attached .  

Furthermore, I am a consultant to 

a hosp ital in  Germany which offers its 

services to patients paid for by state 

world in 
,Action 
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i nsurance schemes wh ich ore the 

equ iva l e nt of our Notiona l  Hea lth 

Serv ice.  I n  add ition ,  your remark that I 

hove 'parted company  with ma in­

stream med ic ine '  i s  e ntirel y  wrong ,  

because a lthough some practitioners 

do not agree  with our v iews, n ever­

the less ,  our patients a re v irtua l l y  a l l  

referred b y  doctors, o n l y  o few not so 

from overseas. We rece ive fund i ng  for 

treatment from more tha n  35 Hea lth 

Authorities for patients from their own 

d istrict a nd we regard ourse lves os 

prov id ing a service tor metabo l ic and  

nutritiona l  i n vestigat ions and  treatment 

which a re curative often rathe r  tha n  

suppressive of symptoms. These 

methods have a l l owed us to restore 

hea lth to many patients. I therefore 

wish you to acknowledge that your 

rev i ewer hod o somewhat b iased v iew 

with regard to my practice. 

Yours s i ncere ly ,  

Jean  A. Monro, MB, BS, MRCS, LRCP, 

FAAEM,  DIBEM, MACOEM 

Medica l  D irector 

Consu lta nt Phys ic ian ,  

Fach krankenhaus Nordfries lo nd ,  

Bredstedt, Germany 

Breokspeor Hospita l ,  Hertfordsh ire 
• Extract from statement read in court 

by the Solicitor for the Plaintiff in Dr 

Monro 's libel action against Granada 

television: 

"World in Action stands by its conten­

tion that the principal treatments 

offered by Dr Monro ore not support­

ed by most orthodox medical opinion, 

but wishes to make clear that it did 

not intend to suggest that she takes 

wrongful advantage of her patients ' 

vulnerability by charging them fees for 

treatment she knows is worthless . . .  " 
••• 
Dear John ,  

I would  l ike to express my 

appreciation for your  generous review 

of my High Strangeness (Magonia 5 7), 

even if we do  d isagree about the 

merits of The Unidentified, the very 

thought of whose continued ex istence 

i nduces cri nges i n  th is quarter. But 

anyway :  

Concerni ng  your compla i nt that 

High Strangeness has a n  overwhe lm­

ing ly Amer ican emphas is - we l l .  of 

course. lt has a lways been my 

intentio n to dea l  with wor ld ufo logy 

e l sewhere. Perhaps you missed th is  

sentence on p .  xxv of HS open ing 

essay: 'A separate vo lume wi l l  

examine uto logy from o n  i nternationa l 

perspective, with essays on UFO 

research  i n  various countries . '  This i s  a 

volume wh ich ,  un l ike the others, I w i l l  

ed it, not  write , and  seek contri butions 

from those best qua l i fi ed  to write 

about the i r  countries or reg ions .  

I om currently  ot work on o 

revised omnibus volume of The UFO 

Encyclopedia series, to be  pub l i shed i n  

both hard and  soft covers ( i n  t h e  latter 

instance on a bridg ed trade-paperback 

ed ition) .  Over the next year or two I 

p l a n  to write o n  e ncyc loped ia volume 

on '90s ufo logy as wel l  as  put 

together the i ntern at iona l  book. 

As to your questio n  about the 

Andreasson case ( ' I sn 't it more l ikel y  

that it's iust confabu lation? ') , I be l ieve 

the answer is no. I refer interested 

readers to the d iscussion on pp 14-16. 

In cases l ike these , it seems a futil e  
exerc ise to demand a s imple a nswer. 

Thanks aga i n  for the good words .  

Cord i a l l y ,  

J erome Clark, 

Canby, Minnesota , USA 
••• 
Mr R immer, 

Obviously , our dear fri end Morgaret 

Buck ingham of Bournemouth (Magonia 

57 )  misunderstood my quest ion 

concerning why the 'covert-minded 

a l i ens '  would  return the abductees  

with their underwear on  askew ( i .e . ,  

on backwards or ins ide out). I d i dn 't 

mean to imp ly that the g reys aren't 

k idnapp ing m i l l io ns of Earthl ings .  I 

wasn 't suggest ing that the g reys don 't 

ex ist. I was s imply search ing for o n  

exp lanation o f  why they wou ld  d o  

such on unusual th ing .  

T ha nks to Margorefs deta il ed  

letter, and  t he  many ufo log ico l  i n s i ghts 

she so generously shared with us ,  I 

be l i eve I now hove on a nswer to my 

enqu iry. First of a l l ,  the greys a re 

probab ly  not the emot ion less ,  u nfee l ­

i ng  a nd pure l y  c l i n ica l  l ittle monsters 

that many abduction experts soy they 

ore. I n  fact, they may at least share the 
common 

emotion of humour with us Earthl i ng s  

a s  demonstrated by the ir outrag eous 

a nt ics with the obductees' n i g ht ies -

not to mention the fact that they 

occas iona l ly  drop off their bew i l dered 

captives at the wrong house, the 

wrong room, and even tuck them i nto 
the wrong bed from time to time . 

Natura l l y ,  when o n  obductee 

awakens and d iscovers that he or she 

is actua l l y  wear ing a perfect 

stranger 's underwear - wel l ,  I guess 

even o sceptic l ike you con  imag ine 

the greys tearfu l l y  g i gg l i ng a nd rol l i ng  

a bout o n  the UFO's floor. 

So, it seems that the tra nsformat­

iona l  aspects of the o bduction  experi­

e nce are not restricted to cosmic 

en l i g htenment and c ross-breed ing  

experimentation - but ,  a l so i nc lude 

cross-dressi n g  forays os wel l .  What's 

more , if one 's wife shou ld d iscover 

strange  fema l e  n i ghties mixed i n  with 

the wash ,  she shou ldn 't automatica l l y  

assume that h e r  husband may  hove 

been unfaithful wh i l e  she was out of 

town. Rather, she should be tha nkful 

that the greys have returned h im 

safe ly  and  immed iately examine h is 

scoop marks to see if they m ight 

require medica l attention .  

As you probably know, John ,  it's 

h i g h  time that someone took you and 

your staff of  debunk ing sceptics to task 

for your outra geous non-be l ieving 

behav iour: and, I 'm truly  de l i ghted that 

Morgaret is go ing to keep on eye on 

you and  your gong  i n  the future. 

Perhaps there is someone or some 

agency in the UK thot m i ght return the 

favour (?) - at l east I hope so. 

Anyway ,  my suggestion for Marga ret 

wou ld  be to set up o 'UFO exchange 

foundation' ( i . e . ,  on  obductee 

underga rment l ost and found) .  For, 

obviously ,  such a service for huma n ity 

is sore l y  needed ,  and  the joy of 

reun it ing peop le with the ir panties and 

briefs (on a g l oba l  sca le)  might we l l  

be as up l i ft ing a n  experience as be ing 

beamed aboard . 

S incere ly ,  

Matthew J .  Graeber, 

Norristown, Pennsy l van i a ,  USA 
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Whitley Slrieber. Break­
through: the next step. 
Harper paperbacks, 1996. 
£6.99. 
Some years ago at  a UFO 
conference i n  Sheff ie ld I was 
ta lk ing to Eddie  8u l lard  a n d  
8ertra nd Meheust  a b o u t  

poss ib le  future t r e n d s  in  
a bd u ct ion n a r ratives.  We 
s pecu lated that o n e  such  
might  be the  a rriva l of the  
'dead among the  fa ir ies '  motif.  
Well severa l s u ch n a rratives 
a re inc luded i n  the range of 
bizarre exper iences reported 
by Str ieber and h is  correspon­
dents in th is  book.  By now 
Str ieber i s  well i n to  post­
s ecu la ri sm,  with h i s  c laim that 
the purpose of the 'vi s i tors '  i s  
to he lp  u s  .. become a s pecies  

where consciousness  t rans­
cends  the bounda ries of the 
world to ga in  control ove r  the  
very  form phys i ca l  real i ty 

takes ,  to r ide the wings  of 
time - al l  of these th ings  a re 
pos s ib le  for us ."  

There  a re pages more of 
th i s  sort  of i nf lated language 
wi thout  content, meaning or 
rat ional a n a lys i s .  For Whi tley, 
a s  with m a n y  other abductees,  
the bou n d a ries  between 
d ream a n d  wak ing  seem to 
b l u r  completely.  We shou ld  
a l so  note the  osc i l lat ion i n  h i s  
moods ,  between per iods  of  
b locked ,  s h a ttered despai r  
a nd per iods of ecstasy, sug­
ges t ing  h i s  emotional  l i fe may 

be not too d ifferent  f rom that 
other u rban  shaman, A lan  
Garner. 

There  is a n  incongruous  
p a rt of  the book where 
Str ieber re lates  a variety of 
conspi racy theor ies  a n d  lends  
c redibi l i ty to the i nfa mous  
Cydonia face.  Rather  more 
i n terest ing is the a uthor ' s  
s uggest ion that  the raw 
n arratives p resente d  to him 
a n d  other correspondents  
rarely fol low the Hopkins-
Mack sta nd a rd format.  PH 

R � V I �  W S 

Jacques  Va l lee a n d  Tracy 
Torm e. Fastwalker.Berkeley , 
Cal iforn ia ,  Frog Press .  
Fostwa/ker i s  a novel isation of the fi lm 
script of Vo l lee's 1986 novel  Alintel, 

previously on ly  avai lab le  in French. As 
such it reads l ike a film  and ends up 
feel ing l i ke an  improbab ly good 
episode of The X Fifes. Sadly ,  i t  never 
got mode, probab ly  because it is 
reasonab ly  i nte l l igent and accord ing ly  
cyn ica l  a bout UFOs, the  America n  
government's involvement with them, 
and the people that obed iently awa it 

sa lvation from the skies. 
I n  the foreword Va l lee states that 

the ideas i n  the book ore not neces­
sari ly  those that he holds concerning 
the UFO phenomenon. lt would  be 
nice to th ink that they are, however, 
and they do a l l  seem to hove been 
brought up at some point or other i n  
his non-fiction work. So we have 
A l inte l ,  a secret g roup set up  i n  the 
forties to ana lyse the UFO problem. 
T hey learn very l ittle ,  other tha n  that a 
lot of mi leage can be made from their 
mysterious fly ing friends and begin to 
p lan  o new world order based o n  the 
fear of a non-existent all powerful 
a l ien threat. Thus the majority of UFO 

encounters a re hologra phica l l y  
generated i l lusions, the obduction i s  o 
mind control experiment fronted by 
dwarfs in 'grey' costumes, and UFO 
research groups and bel iever cults a re 
a l l  CIA or A l i ntel operations. T heir 
nefarious p lans start to crysta l l ise 
when they capture o real l i ve 
Fastwa lker, but this turns out to be a 
form of inter-d imensional porta l ,  not 
the nuts'n 'bolts fly ing weapon they hod 
hoped for, and so confuses everybody. 
Not to be d iscouraged they take over 
the world a nyway leaving our heroes 
either partia l ly insane or chron ica l l y  
d is i l l usioned. 

There ore p lenty of references to 
rea l - l ife persona l ities, secret 

documents and famous cases to keep 
the saucer-spotters happy, and Vol lee 
teases us into wondering whether he 
rea l l y  does know something we don't, 
or if he's just extreme ly  paranoid. lt's 
o quick, fun read ,  though not 
bri l l i ant ly written ('feverish ly  
scrubb ing herself l ike o rope v ictim') 

a nd for less satisfying tha n  Vo l lee's 
other work. Stil l  would hove mode o 
g reat fi lm though .  Mark P!lkingfon 

Jacques  Va l lee wri tes a 
s uper ior  X-Files episode 

Lee Bai ley and J e n ny Yates. 
The Near-Death Experience: 

a reader. Rout ledge, 1996.  
£14.99 
A varied co l lection o f  p ieces assemb­
led by two rel ig ion professors at 
l iberal arts co l l eges in the Stoles. 
Although  there a re sceptica l  p ieces 
by Robert Kastenbaum, Susan 
b lacbnore and Karl J ansen the bu l k  
o f  t he  sel ection i s  by  true bel ievers. lt 
suffers, l ike a l l  such co l lections, to a 

degree of repetition .  Several of the 
chapters, including ed itor Ba i ley's ,  ore 
written in  the overblown style  of 
Cal iforn ian mystic bobb le, which 
means very little but is c lear ly the 
cultural s ign of post-modernity . 

Kostenboum makes on important 
point, which cannot be overemphas­
ised. As with al l  the other phenomena 
d iscussed in Magonia we ore not 
deal ing with experiences, but with 
reports a nd narratives. I n  some case 
we are not even deal ing with first­
person reports, but with records made 
by others.These reports may be  means 
by which incoherent experiences 
and/or memories o re g ive n  order and 
meaning .  In  constructing these narrat-

ives resort wi l l  be mode to o variety of 
cultural influences. 

A lso reproduced is on extract 
from the narrative of George Ritchie 
from which much of the modern inter­
est in NDE is derived . Curiously these 
extracts omit the portion where R itchie 
describes being token by Jesus to o 
bar,  where he sees demons leaping 
i nto the bod ies of a l cohol ics. PR 

F .  David Peat. 8/ackfool 

Physics: a ;ourney into the 

Native American universe. 
Fou rth Es ta te, 1 996. £ 7. 99 
Westerners hove traditiona l ly  shown 

two responses to  other cultures: either 
to see them as  primitive savages to be 
kicked out of the way ,  or romantic ised 
o s  'Noble Savages' gifted with eternal 
wisdom a nd l iving in  harmon y  with 
nature, in contrast to our over­
sophisticated,  materia l istic se lves. 
Seldom do we a l l ow them to be l i ke 

ourse lves, with the some mixture of 
wisdom and fol ly ,  v irtue and vice. lt is , 
of course, the romantic viewpoint that 
Peat adopts i n  this c lassic of po l itica l ly  

correct post-modernism. 
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He seeks to compare what he 

cal ls  ' indigenous sc ience'  with modern 

science ,  a lmost invariab le  to the 

d isadva ntage of the latter ; compa ring 

the former's spiritual ity o nd holism with 

the latter's cold.  o bjective materia l istic 

approach .  At times it seems that Peat 

can on l y  estab l ish the val id ity of 

someone else's culture by devaluing 

his own. 

There ore a number of problems 

with this approach .  Firstly, there have 

to be l imits to relativism, however 

po l itica l ly i ncorrect it is to say so. The 

Eorth does revo l ve around the sun a nd 

not vice-versa : this is not just a 

'cultvro l truth', but tronsculturaL lt is .  in 
so tor as the words have meaning ,  

'rea l ly true'  a nd was so before human 

be i ngs evolved.  And if we accept 

radical  relativism, where do  we start 

anyway:  that it was acceptab le  for the 

Aztecs to sac rifice thousands of 

prisoners to keep the sun on 1ts cosmic 
iourney? If we sta rt on that rood we 

end up arguing that the Ho locaust was 
acceptable because the Nazi 's 

sincere ly  be l ieved that �he world 
would be a better place of there were 
no Jews or Gyps ies in it. 

We should beware of construcTing 

no tions l ike 'ind igenous sc ience ·  as  if 
the 'native America ns' were some sort 
of unifo rm mass l iv ing a time less . 
historic 'trad ition'. There were many  

d iffe rent native American  cultures ai! 

cha nging ot o fo iri y  ra pid rote. For 

example,  in 1880 the horse was 

centra l to many such cultures, yet it 
had been  introduced on ly  250 years 

earl ier .  

What Peat presents as nati ve 

American  culture is o sa n itised 

'Pocohontas' vision ,  in which a l l  

references to warfare. w itchc raft o nd 

the extinction by hunting  of ind igenous 
spec ies ho ve been el iminated. We cto 

no t fi nd i t  strange that the be l iefs a nd 
opin ions of o Church of Eng land 

c le rgyma n of 1996 ore very different 

from his counterpart of 1896, why 

should we assume otherwise for other 

cu ltures ond relig ions? Re inventing 

yourself to suit changing values and 

sensibil ities is a perfecrl y sens ib le  

th ing to do. 
r----------- ·----------1 
I Reviews by Peter Rogerson ! 
I except where stated. I 
L _______________ _; 

A nd rew Co l l i ns .  From the 
Ashes of Angels Michael  

Joseph,  1996. £ 16.99 
The  o ld  l egends  of the Midd le  

East  have been re-worked in 

va r ious  ways, whethe r  u sed  

o s  o bas is fo r  handbooks on  

m agic ,  or  to promote Anc ien t  

Astronaut  h ypotheses .  

Fo l l ow i ng G roham Hancoc k ' s 

popu lar i sa t ion  of the idea of  
a los t  anc ient  c iv i l i sat ion,  

Andy  Col l ins  supposes  that 

legend s about Angeis ,  such  as 
those i n  the book of Enoch, 

refer to his  fo rgotten race .  

Co l ! i ns ha s  been tamed a 

b i t  by his  pub l i shers:  here  

there a re no magical  batt les 

with Block A lchem ists , n o r  
even  p i n ts of beer  in  The 
Gr iffin ,  tho ugh there i s  a 
vegetar ian  cu rry in a 
Zo roa s tra tr ia n f i re temple .  But  

there i s  a u sefu l  gu ided tour 

through ancient myths, and 
those w ho cannot accept 

Co l l i n s '  i n terp reta t ions would 

be a dvis ed to read the book 

a nyway, and invent their  own 

r iva l theo ries to eKplain them.  

Gareth ;\/iedwoy 

Domian T hompson .  The End 
of Time: faith and fear in the 
shadow of the millenivm. 
Sinc lo i r  Stevenson ,  

1 996. £ J6 .  99 
l h i s  is o n  important and  t ime l y study ,  
tracing the deveiopment of 1he 

rnil lenniol  theme from its Bibl ical roots 

to contemporary ma nifestat ions . 

Thompson suggests that mi l leniol ism 
grows i n  t;mes of srre�s and  
uncerta inty. w hen o ld  ways of  l ife are 

changing . Thus Biblical a pocalyptic 

dotes fiOm times of mil itary occupation 

. and  cultural imperia l ism. The impocr of 
i Hel lenic and Romono-Hei lenic 

! cultures in ! �roe! ccn perhaps be 
poro l leled by the impac! of moder:1 
Western cu lture In ports of the T hird 
World today  . .  Although the impact con 

: be l iberating it �on a lso br; shattering . 
: Restoration ��: movemenis ar ise led by 
j charismaric figures ,  and tha umoturg ica l .  
i pos1-pol rt ical leaders w h o  promise 
i superniJturol intervl:!rtion 'A•h ich will 
1 sweep a side the corrup� ond ev i !  

occupiers ond restore ihe people ro at  
least freedom. and perha ps world 

domination .  I . 
; !l was 1n such on atmosphere that 
i 1he Revelation of St John eme rged . 
! and Thompson conclud13s that it wos 
: one of the most profound c:.�itur o !  
i i nfluences on the whole h i�ror y  a •1d 
l ime: lectuol  developme111 of Western  
j Europe. 

R .  C. F inucane . Appearances 

! of the Dead: a cultural history 
of ghosts. Prometheus ,  1996 , 

£ 12.50. 
Al!hough witchcraft has been the 

::.ubiect of many schola rly books a nd 
pas,s ionote i nte l lectua l  debore, the 

ghost story has been l orgeiy neg iected 
1 and ob011doned to psychica l  

' researchers, ama teur folklorists end 
the  herittoge indu�try. i t is therefore o 
p leasure to see this work by a 
professionol historian re-pub! i�hed 
ofter twelve years. 

Finuco ne is not concerned a s  to 

whether ghost stories are 'true ' ,  bvt 

rother with what the narratives reveal 

cbout the society in which they were 
�old. His hi�.tory, from Roman times 

Thompson d iscusses the question 

of whether apoca lyptic fears were 

rampant and  AD 1000. He concludes 

that they were probably not a strong 

os in current popu lar belief_ b\Jf more 

than  modem rev ision ist historians 

ho ve conceded. He  then fol lows the 

paths of the mi l lenn ia I movements in 

the Middle Ages . i nc lud ing the social 

movements surround ing the Eng l ish 
Revo lution .  He sees mi l lennia! bel ief 

dr iv ing such modern secu lar religions 

os the Triumph of Progress. Mon(s 

Classless Soc ie ty , or H itler 's T housand 

Year Reich .  To which we could odd 

the ultimate apoca l ypse of our own 

t ime. Pol Pot's 'Year Zero' . 
i t is Pert  1 1  of this book which 

lv1ago11ia readers are l ikely to find 

rnost interesting . Thompson s account 

of contemporary PM T - Pre­

Mil le n ium Tension - where he 
d iscus5es mil lenniol  bel iefs of 

con5ervative eva ngel ists. a long with 
the ' Toronto Blessing · .  Other top ics he 

analyses include fringe Marion 
groups ceiltred around rumours of the 

Th ird Prophecy of Fatima , mi l lennia! 

movements in Korea ond the Aum 

Sh imikyc sect in Japar t 
I th ink we must conclude that 

a lthough much ot the belief survey by 
Thompsor. in Hl iS book is crozy.  se my, 
8nd often b igoted and embittered.  the 
absence of any bel ief in the poss1ble 
tra nsformation of self and society 

would be scarier st i l l .  

o n wards, shows how ghost stories 

hove evoiveo. !n  med ieval and early 

modern t imes ghosts were portrayed 
a s  active, interacting with the world . 
dema nding justice.  warning of the 
peri ls of sin ond of the awfulness of 

judgement. From Vicrorian times. under 

ihe influence of the SPR they were 
re legated to the fringes. l ike children 

and servants, who should be seen but 

not heard .  and were reduced to 

fl itlering d iscreetly down corridors. 
s imply mute ev id ence of the afterlife. 

In h is final  chapter finucone suggests 

that l ittle has changed betwee n  

modern ghost stories ond those o f  the 
Victorians. A lthough recent changes 

suggest thot more active ghosts migh1 
be making a comeback, this reprint is 
�t i l l high ly recommended. 



N ick Pope, Open Skies, 

Closed Minds, Simon & 
Schuster, 1996. £ 14.99 

'We have no proof that an a l ien craft 

l anded in Rend leshom Forest, but we 

have no proof that it d idn 't. ' After 
d iscovering this gem on page 15 1 1 am 
at a loss as t o  how to  proceed :  i t  just 
about sums it up .  

Wel l ,  you might os� .  what a bout 
Rend lesham Forest? Does Pope 
manage to shed any new l ight on the 

affa ir? Why don 't I get on with my 

review? Why is Pope ,  or h is ghost­
writer Mei T row, so fond of quest ion 
marks? Do you th ink i t might be 
catching ? 

Anyone who looks for a ny 
revelati ons a bout UFOs over Brita in  

wi l l  be d isappo inted . Most of  the book 
consists of  rehashes of  the various 

topics usua l ly  d iscussed under the 
rubric of ufo logy, a nd the treatment is 
genera l l y  credu lous and uncritica l .  

In d iscussing the Rend lesham 

Forest affu ir, Pope makes much of Lt­
Col Ha lt's notorious memo to the 

Ministry of Defe nce (MoD). 
Apparently Ha lt never got so much os 

on  acknowledgment from the MoD.  
Perhaps they found i t  too embarrass ing . 
The memo describes Halt ond his men 

wondering around in  the forest looking 
ot l ights which they foi l  to identify. Of 

course, if they could not identify them 
then they could not have known how 
far awa y  they were. Pope  brushes 
aside suggestions that they moy hove 

been fooled by Orford Ness l i ghthouse, 
and possibly by the l ights of cars on 

nearby roads. Many of you have 

probab ly heard the tape record ing 
which was mode  at the t ime, on which , 

to put i t  charitab ly ,  the speakers sound 

somewhat confused and d isorientated .  

In the l o st paragraph  of  h i s  memo,  Ha lt 

says that two star- l ike UFOs hung 
around in  the sky for a n  hour in  the 

Papal fal l ib i l ity 

He claims that 
he was the only 
person in the 

MoD 
investigating 
UFO reports, 

though no wel l ­
informed 
ufologists 

believe this . 

north a n d  another one for two to three 
hours in  the south . Now, most ord inary 

fol k  ond, indeed, most ufo log ists 

would refer to star - l i ke o bjects which 
remai n  i n  the sky for hours os - wel l -

stars, perhaps. Or maybe p lanets. If 

Ha lt really be l ieved they were UFOs, 
he  was surely in  o posit ion to in itiate 
the necessary action to investigate 
them. 

Pope ,  a c iv i l  servant in the MoD, 

wrote th is book after adopting o 
rather h igh profi l e  during h is three 

years i n  a posting which involved 
dea l ing with UFO reports. He c laims 
that he  was the on ly person i n  the 

MoD respons ib le for investigating 
them, though no wel l - informed 

ufo log ists be l ieve this. He reminds us  
that t he  MoD l i ne  is that UFOs ore  of 

no defence s ign if icance. Perhaps not, 
but if p i l ots see things which they 
can't i dentify, then these ore certa in ly 

of a ir safety s ign ifica nce and  hove to 
be investigated by suitab ly  qua l ified 
officia ls .  

Pope seems to thi nk  that because 
he is unable to explain o ser ies of 

UFO s ight ings then there is no 
explanation apart from the tired o ld  

a l ie n  space craft one .  He  knows better 
than his superiors in the MoD and 
their counterparts i n  other countries, 
who hove been saying for the post 50 

years that the UFOs do not constitute 

a threat. If they were wrong,  we 
would not be here to argue about the 

matter. 
The h igh l ight of Pope 's stint at 

the UFO desk was the wove of 

s ightings over Britain on the n ight of 

30-31 March 1993. These were s imi lar 
to the Belg i an  flo p  which hod 

occurred on  the some dote three 
years ear l ier. He p lotted the s ightings 

on  o mop and he  remor�s: 'The 

result ing pattern d id not g ive me the 

stra ight l ine I 'd hoped for .. . '  No, he 

does not expla i n  why he  hod hoped 

for a stra ight l i ne .  Many of the reports 

described a triangular o bject or a 

triangu lar  arrangement of l ights. lt 
does not seem to hove occurred to h im 

that many of these reports were 
perhaps not independent of each other. 
Pol ice officers have rad ios  and most 
people hove te lephones. For example ,  
he mentions s ightings at Cosford ,  
Rugeley a nd Shawbury involv ing 
mysterious l ights associated with o 
pecul iar humming sound. A lthough he 

does not mention the fact, these 
s ightings were not entirely independent. 
According to my source ,  what 
happened was os fol l ows. A fami ly in 

Rugeley were 'very distressed '  by o 

large d iamond-shaped object fly i ng 
over them. T his inc ident was reported 
to MoD Police ot RAF Cosford, who 

phoned the meteorolog ist o n  duty at 

RAF Shawbury describing the inc ident 
at 0115 (31 March). At 0130 they 
ca l led aga in ,  very exc ited, saying that 

they hod seen the thing themselves 
a nd that it seemed to be head ing 
towards Shawbury. At 0135 the 
meteorologist went outs ide and sow o 
s imi lar object which he watched for 
several minutes unti l it sudden ly  sped 
across the a irfie ld  making a ' low 
humming noise' .  Of course this does 
not inval idate the reports, but such 

communications between witnesses 

and potential witnesses during a UFO 
flo p  must be token into account in a ny 

serious investigation .  

Apart from Pope's own 
experiences at the MoD the book is 

podded out with the usua l credulous 

rubbish a bout Roswe l l ,  crop circles 
ond cattle muti lations. Pope has now 

gone on the UFO l ecture c i rcu it and 
has been g iven on  enormous advance 

for his next book. So ,  don 't buy this 
book a nd waste your time read ing it. 

Write your own c rappy UFO book a nd 
watch your bank ba la nce grow. 

I nc identa l l y ,  seeing a nd writing 
about UFOs wi l l  not damage your 

career, a s  popular be l ief has it. Pope 
was promoted when he was switched 

to h is next job, a nd the met . observer 
at Shawbury has a l so been promoted 

and is now a weathe r  forecaster. 
JOHN HARNEY 



He produces a ba lanced 
h istory i n  which the U n i ted 

States government, fa r from 
bei ng a n  omn ipotent 

conspi rator, is  as confused 
as everyone else. 

Peter Brookesmith. UFO: l owering of academic standards. T his 

the Gorernmenl Files, l ed to demands in his Report that 

Blandford, 1996. £14.99. 
teachers who used UFO books in 

course-work should be censured ,  and 

Using the history of US government his curious demand to Vice-Pres ident 

investigations os o scaffo ld ing ,  Agnew a few years later that o UFO 

Brookesmith produces a concise but conference should be refused 

wel l -rounded history of American permission to use the faci l ities of a 
ufo logy .  He a lso produces one of the un iversity campus. 
sanest a nd most perceptive books on I n  the second part of the book, 

the subject for qu ite some time. He Brookesmith examines the 'dark s ide '  

eschews both credu lous be l ief, and of  ufo logy:  MJ12 ,  Roswe l l  and other 
the more sneering kind of know- it-a l l  conspiracy theories, disposing of  them 

scepticism to produce a ba la nced admirab ly .  He  presents what must be 
history ; one in which the United States c losest to the truth of the i nfamous 

government, for from being a n  Bentwaters case that the current l ibe l  

omnipotent consp irator, is as confused laws wi l l  a l low. For me however, the 

os everyone else .  h igh l ig ht of the book is o d emol it ion 

T here ore a number of po ints of job on  Jesse Marcel of Roswe l l  fame, 

specia l  interest. Take for instance his quoting researcher Robert Todd's 

revision ist account of the Condon discovery that Marcel was a l ia r  and 
Enquiry , with Condon os the hero and a braggart over h i s  service record . 

Sounders and Macdonold as v i l l a ins . Th is is a key , but not the on ly ,  p iece 

He  is too much the gentleman to de lve is a tota l demol it ion of the Roswe l l  

into the extent to which Macdona ld 's legend . He quotes my semi-tongue- in-

marked ly  manic-depressive c haracter cheek speculations in Magonia 54. I n  

made re lationships with co l leagues so l i ght of the new revelations a bout 

difficult. I would add the caveat that Marcel ,  a l l  but number one can now 

Condon had in some way begun to be d isposed of. 
associate interest in UFOs with In summary: go out and  buy th i s  

campus ind iscip l ine ,  and a perceived book now. 

David Clarke with Andy 

Roberts. Twilight of the Celtic 

Gods Cassel l ,  1996. £ 16.99 
The authors are concerned main ly 

with what they consider to be 

a uthentic survivol s  of Pagan  Celtic 
be l ief ond custom, main ly in Chesh ire 
and the Pen nines. They ta ke core to 

d istinguish them from neo-Pogon 

revivals ,  of which they are scornfu l .  
The troub le i s  that i t  is rarely possib le  
to  prove that a custom is genu ine ly  o ld ,  
and certa in l y  many 'med ieva l '  folk  

trod�ions were invented by the 
Victorians. I n  ony case ,  the difference 
is probab ly  l ess important than people 

think. Evange l ica l  'reviva l ist' groups 

ore usua l l y  recogn ised as  authentic­
a l l y  Christi an ,  and  the most s ignificant 
thing a bout a ny rite is that people feel 

the need to practise it. A more useful 

d istinction would be to notice that 
those i nterviewed for this book ore 
country peop le ,  not high l y  educated , 

whose fami l ies hove l ived in the some 

a rea for as long as  they con remember. 
Modern Pagans, by contrast, ore 

mostly d isp laced i nte l lectua ls .  
Goreth Medwoy 

Pau l  Edwards .  Reincarnation: 

a critical examination, 

Prometheus ,  1996. £24.00 

A major, sceptical crit ique of  the 
cla ims a nd evidence for reincarnation, 

a lo ng with (a lthough not suggested in 

the tit le) the near death experience, 
written by an American phi losopher. 

Ed words examines the ev idence 

for reincarnation, whether in the form 
of c la imed ab i l ities such as those of 

chi ld prodig ies. or the c la ims of 
hypnotic regression ,  sponta neous 

reca l l  a nd the cases col lected by I o n  

Stevenson. H e  launches a ful l -frontal 
attack on the idea of Karma, showing 
its proponents i nvariab ly lead 

themselves into mora l ly  repugnant and 
a bsurd notions. H e  a lso fa irly 
definit ively d emol ishes the idea of an 
astra l body. 

Of particular  interest is h is  
critica l  re-examination of the story of 

George R itchie, which practica l ly 

l aunched the modern NDE movement, 

showing how one key episode has 

been told with qu ite contrad ictory 

detai ls in various tel l ings . He  also 

notes a number of mis-statements and 

examples of 'g i ld ing the l i l y '  in Robert 

Moody's version of the R itchie story. 

He could have made an even more 
important point; that Moody and other 

more recent reta i lers of R itchie 's story 
hove been careful to remove some of 

the more conservative Christian 
propaganda from it. 

Whi lst I was genera l l y  

sympathetic t o  the a rguments o f  this 

book, I d id find that the use of ridicule 
in the Prometheus house-style , and o 

degree of class condescension was at 

times g rating .  Writers such os Sue 
B lackmoor who avoid this style often 
make their points more convincingly . I 
a lso think it is rather  dishonest of 

sceptics to keep quoting I on  Wilson os 

if he was one of their number, in view 
of h is Montogue Summers-ish views 

on other topics. Neverthe less, 
recommended. 

James Sharpe. Instruments of 

Darkness: Witchcraft in 

England 1550 - 1750 Hamish 

Hami l ton, 1996. £25.00 

A maior  new study of  Eng l i sh  

witchcraft, trac ing the growth and 
dec l i ne  of  witchcraft prosecutions, the 

ro le  of e l ite and popular bel iefs, and 

the impact of  emerging science on 
witc hcraft. Sharpe substantia l ly  revises 

the popular notion  that there were 

substantia l  differe nces betwee n  Eng l ish 

and Continental witchcraft be l iefs. He 

a lso cha l le nges any  easy not ion that 
such be l iefs retreated before 'science' ,  

po inting out for e)(ample how severa l 

members of the Royal Soc iety, such os 

Joseph Glanvi l le ,  were fervent 
bel ievers in witchcraft. 

In the fina l  chapter he suggests 

that though the e l ite withdrew support 
from witchcraft in the ear ly eig hteenth 
century, popular be l iefs may hove 
remained substantia l ly  unaffected. 

He a lso makes it c lear that we 
cannot simply d ismiss bel ief i n  

witchcraft, or those w h o  org an ised the 

prosecutions  os  simp ly  stup id or 

mal icious, a nd rejects the simpl istic 
notion that witch-hunts were nothing 
but misogyny - if most witchcraft 

defendants were women ,  so were 

many accusers. An essenti a l  book for 
a ny understand ing of earl y-modern 
witchc raft. 



� � 0 � � f i J % � I F � � 0 0r� 
... ...• .  ..... ····· ·:· . . -=···· .·.; .·.; .. . ·.; ... -:::. �==� :{:: �;;:;�.::;:;. ��==· :::::; :;: 

Kevin McCiure . The Forlean 

Times Book of the Millennium 

John Brown, 1996. £9.99. 
Keep this sl im paperback c lose at 

hand as  you wade through all the 

mil lennium hysteria that wil l  be 

washing around over the next three 

years, it wi l l  be on inva luable guide. 

If you're familiar with the author's 

work in Mogonio a nd his own 

magazines, you'l l  a lready  know the 

kind of level-headed exposition of 

bizarre concepts that can  be found in  

this vo lume. 

The book presents a history of 

mil lennia! ideas, beginning with the 

Bibl ical prophecies of Daniel and 

Revelations, which are put firmly in 

the historical and pol it ical contexts of 

their time. This leads on to on outline 

of other Christian mi l lennorian 

prophecies such as those of the 

Mil lerites, a nd less wel l -known ones 

l ike the Native American 'Ghost 

Dance' movement. 

A chapter reviews Nostradamus 

and  the 'King of Terror' prophecy, 

concluding, as I think is the only 

sensible comment on  Nostradamus, 

"Maybe I'm too fussy, but what's the 

use of a prophecy that can 't be 

understood until after the event it 

prophecies?" 

Kevin is the author of a n  

important popular work on the subject 

of Marion visions [Evidence for 

Visions of the Virgin Mory, Aquarian ,  

19841 so i t  is not  surprising that he 

looks in some detai l at mil lennia! 

prophecies which ore a l l eged to 

come from that source, in particu lar 

the so-cal led Third Prophesy of 

Fatima. Aga in ,  he shows that these 

messages ore best understood through 

a study of rel ig ious, soc ia l  a nd 

pol itica l  events at the time they were 

made, rather tha n  transposing them to 

a ny future era . 

The prophecies of Malachy, a 

series of mottoes for past and future 

Popes, which first appeared in the 

sixteenth century, ore examined. 

Accord ing to this chronology only two 

more Popes ore left after John Poul l l .  

And  here Mogonio makes its own 

prophecy . The 'motto' for the next 

Pope is 'The Glory of the Olive'. One 

of the leading figures considered os a 

possible successor to the present 

Pope is Card ina l  Martin i  . . .  and what 

do you put in  a martin i? Remember, 

you rea d  � here first. 
Just a bout every modern mil len­

nia! a nd apocalyptic prophet a nd 

preacher gets a mention ,  from Waco 

ond the militias, the new Rel ig ious 

R ight (who not only make prophecies 

but some of them, l ike the Aum cu lt, 

seem to be in  a pos�ion to do 

something about them}, to the dripp ier 

New Age end of the movement l ike the 

Celestine prophecies 

Kevin writes sceptical ly ,  but not 

d ismissively .  His background in 

theology a nd the study of modern 

relig ious movements a l lows h im to 

understand just why people not only 

bel ief a dozen impossible things, but 

also structure their entire l ives around 

those bel iefs. 
In just 144 pages this is not going 

to be the definitive book on mil lennar­

ion beliefs, but it's a good pocket 
guide to just who's around at the 

moment, what they're saying, a nd most 

importantly whether they're l ikely to 

be doing anything that's going to 

bother you .  John Rimmer 

Jenny Rand les and Peter 

Hough.  life Alter Death and 

the World Beyond. Piatkus, 

1996. £ 16.99. 
An investig ation into a l leged communi­

cations from the dead a nd descriptions 

of the afterlife, received through 

mediums. lt would appear that the 

latest phenomenon here is TV images 
from beyond.  The authors gently 

ind icate their scepticism. Medium's 

descriptions of the afterl ife are 

included, the heyday of which was in 

the inter-war years. Such narratives 

ore best seen os examples of the 

Utopian hopes of the petit-bourgoise 

of the period - Victorian  values a nd 

astral Mechanics' Institutes. Today 

things ore going downmarket, with 

reports of astral supermarkets. Surely 

the Summerlond branch of 

Macdonald's cannot be far awa y. 

I don't think that any of the 

material in this book tel ls  us a nyth ing 

a bout the afterl ife - nor. I suspect. do 

the authors - but it revea ls something 

rather sod about both the credu l ity 

and  impoverish imag ination of sections 

of our society. ••• 

MAGONIA 5& 7 19> .  ,,,. 

Blandford Forum 

Celtic Cross design by Anthony Rees , from Celtic Connections 

One of the great paranormal puzz les 

attracting the attention of many 

magazine editors is just who is buying 

all the boolcs on  Celtic mysticism that 

Blondford ore publ ishing? More 

specifica l l y  I want to know why 

Blandford's publ ic ity department keeps 

sending them to Mogonio for review. 

And even more strangely, why don 1 

they send us review copies of the 

numerous UFO books they publ ish ,  

such as  Peter Broolcesmith's UFO's: the 

Government Files? We hod to go  out 

a nd buy our own copy of that one! 

Never mind. There are a lot of 
books to get through ,  so here goes. 

Myths of the Middle Ages, 
edited by John Matthews (£16.99), 

reprints a selection of twelve stories 

from Sabine Baring-Gould 's Curious 

Myths, first published i n  1 869. The 

stories retold here inc lude Prester John ,  

the legend of the dog Gel lert, and  the 

history of the Fortunate Isles, among 

others. Attractive ful l -page i l lustrations 

by Peter Komarnyckyj help relieve the 

uniformity of the solid text. 

Celtic Myth and legend, by 

Mike Dixon Kennedy, (£16.99) is on 

a lphabetic encyc lopaedia of 

persona l ities and  p laces from Celtic 

mythology. The entries are concise 

and well cross-indexed, but probably 

too brief for the serious student, yet 

rather to many of them for the genera l 

reader. 

More interesting to the casual 

browser is David James a nd Siman 
Bostoclc's Celtic Connections (£16.99), 

a colourful ly i l lustrated history of 

Celtic Europe from the Bronze Age to 

the modern revival .  lt dea ls  with 

artifacts and crafts, the development of 

the Celtic peoples, and  their rel ig ions . 

More stra ight history than fol klore, this 

is probably the most accessible of the 

Celtic titles. 

A narrower cultural range is 

described in Celtic Bards, Celtic 
Druids (£18.99) by the ubiquitous R.  J .  

Stewart and  Robin Will iamson .  Large ly 

a col lection of  poems, stories and 

songs ,  the authors a lso describe the 

story-te l l ing  tradition. Tales and songs 

which are intended to be heard molce 

tedious reading in cold print, a lthough 

the i l lustrations by Chris Down are 

attractive. 
Broadening out from Celtic 

culture, El izabeth Hol lam's Gods and 
Goddesses (£16.99 - is this the 

standard Blanford price?) provides a 

sort of Yel low-Pages of the world's 

mytholog ies; look up the topic you're 

interested in - Sun, War and  Peace,  

Arts a nd Crafts, Fertility - and  you find 

brief descriptions of the relevant gods 

from around the world .  Nicely 

produced,  with useful i l lustrations. 

John Rimmer 
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Grovelling Apologies 1977 Pembrokeshire wove), which is  1 Pet Obsessions visiters seem nt1ver to succeed in  their 
to Goreth Medway for the strange about a lien abductions (not many of Several longstanding urban legends a im of obduction. 

disappearance of part of his article in them at the MoD) and is due for and moral panics hove re-appeared The Obs�rver {3 November 1996) 
Mogonio 57. The missing pieces ore, publication neKt June. after short spells out of the l imelight. reports from Wolthamstow, east 

in italics: A relative unknown, Nick Redfern Most seriously, the promoters of London thot the pet-noppers ore 

Page 5, column one, end of second (Who he? - Ed.) has received an the Satanic ritual abuse scare have around aga in . This time they a ppear to 

paragraph: "He said his original home advance of £40,000 for two books started on attempt to rehabil itate be kidnapping dogs. A man was seen 

was a cove in the Himalayas, which from Simon a nd Schuster, Pope's themselves, holding o conference at jumping out of a white Ford Tronsit van 

was equipped with its own television publishers. His first title is to be A the University of Warwick, attended j (the vehicle of choice amongst petty 

S61. He explained thot lhey hod to g�t Covert Agendo. by social workers from Britain and East-End villains) then "snatch a dog 

one in order to see th� dromotisolion America .  os well as figures such a from the street and drive off in brood 

of the Mahobhoroto, as it wos o Morgaret Orr. We hope to hove more dayl ight". Vivisectionists or dog-fight 

religious duty to watch it." about this i n  o future issue of Mogonio. organisers ore being blamed. In a 

Page 6, column four, eleven lines from Incidently, I hope you a l l  sow the curious twist to the story, two separate 

the bottom: "Such mistakes ore enough excellent BSC TV drama Flowers of peop le were informed by police that 

to disprove the old contention that it is the Forest based on the Orkney Ritual dogs which they reported missing hod 

all the word of God, d ictated by the Abuse case. This gave on insight into been recovered, and available for 
Holy Spirit to scribes incapable even the woy o score l ike this develops collection at the police station.  But on 

of ordinary clerical error. The born- and feeds on itself. arrival, both sets of dog owners were 

again Christian twsponse is thot it is The phantom health visitors ore told that o mysterious other person 

not possible to understand the Bible back too, with sightings  in the north of had got there before them and claimed 

properly unless you ore born ogoin in England. I n  one case a woman was the ir pe t! 
Jesus: anyon� who roises objections convincing enough in  her role to have I Perhaps, to pacify Mrs 

like the obov� is still under the the young mother she duped Buckingham (letters , Mogoni<1 47) and 

influence of Solon. UFO writers ore apologising for not taking her others, we should point out that we 

dividsd on ths issu8. Some, like Dione, daughter to the cl inic for a check-up. report these 'catnapping' cases not out 

regord it as wholly occurote, and However, the mother became of a sense of cruelty towards cats or 

merely in need of scientific inter-
Tim Good: loadsamoney 

suspicious when the stronger picked mockery of their owners, but to point 

pretotion. By contrast, W. Roymond These substantial sums pa le her child up by the scruff of the neck out the essential absurdity of the 

Drake 's 'Gods ond Spacemen in the bes ide the money being waved at Tim ond tried to take her off. In a reports and hopefully, show that 

Ancien/ Eost' (Neville Speormon, 1968; Good. His agent Andrew lownie (who Merseyside case, reported in Deod of catnapping does not happen. The 

Sphere , 1993) . . .  " also acts for Pope and Redfern, Night magazine, issue 10, a woman, stories a lso demonstrate the way in 

Financial Times 
obviously o good man to hove on your conforming to the usual white, middle which o particular incident can be 

side) moved his client to publishers class stereotype attempted to bluff her built in to any conspiracy theory. The 

As John Harney comments in his Century from Macmil lan , who had way into a Birkenhead house where a a nimal warden for Woltham Forest, the 

review of Nick Pope's book, publishers published Good's previous title .  The young chi ld was l iving , but this time borough in which the east London 

ore throwing o lot of money around deal was done et the Frankfurt Book the mother was a lerted by the fact incidents were reported , hod also 

these days for UFO books. According Fair eight hours after Century's agent that the baby had just been  seen by o heor<l the stories, a nd felt they were 

to the trade journal The Books�/ler, received a synopsis of the forthcoming genuine health worker. valid because he hod a period in 

Nick Pope has received on adva nce of opus, Alien Base: forth s Encounters Although papers report the which he was not picking up any 

£50,000 for h is nel<t book, The with Extroterrestriols, now due nel<t bogus health visitors in terms of strays. In any other circumstances, of 

Uninvited {haven 't we heard that title spring. Century paid Good on abductions o nd 'paedoph ile rings ', course, a decline in the number of 

somewhere before? Oh, yes, it was the advance of £200,000, believed to be unlike actual paedophile cases which stray dogs on the streets would be 

title of Clive Harold 's book a bout the a record for a UFO-related book. reach the courts , these phantom treated os good news. ••• 


