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EDITORIAl 

These days it is token for granted that was sensationalised by the press and evidence, and helping them to debunk 

ufology is the study of UFO reports by ufologists, despite warnings from any UFO reports which might be hard 

and anything which in any way, or by Or Benjomin Simon, the Boston to explain. 

any stretch of the imagination, appears psychiatrist who treated the Hills, of Is there any way out of this 

to be associated with them. Those who the limitations of hypnosis and the implausibility? Yes,of course. The 

take an interest in the subject rarely tendency of people in such aliens are in league with the various 

stop to consider that there is no such circumstances to tell '�he truth os it is governments. This raises the further 

thing as a UFO, except in the felt and understood by the patient". (2) difficulty that there ore too many 

technical sense of being something tn the early years a certain people involved and the whole story 

seen in the sky which is not easily or spurious respectability was given to would eventually leak out, together 

immediately identified as a familiar the ETH by the writings of Donald with compelling evidence to support it. 

object or phenomenon. Keyhoe. He started off in his first book So, these people in high positions in 

Strange aerial phenomena have by giving a dramatised account of his government must actually be aliens. 

always been noted and conwented on, attempts to get at the truth of various This is possible because many aliens 

but nobody thought of lumping all official UFO reports, interspersed with look just like us. (Only the more 

such observations together under one dialogue in which he and various knowledgeable ufologists con spot the 

heading until Kenneth Arnold mode his other characters mulled over the differences.) If wt go further and 

famous observation on 24 June 1947. various explanations, finally arriving assume that perhaps we are all aliens, 

Arnold told reporters that the objects at the ETH: "The earth has been under then we come close to a complete 

"flew like a saucer would if you periodic observation from another solution to the difficulties. We also 

skipped it across the water". (1) planet, or other planets, for at least come close to having the experience 

Inevitably this got distorted, so that two centuries." (3) of being led gently away by men in 

soon people were reporting saucer- In pursuit of this air of white coats (which makes a change 

shaped objects, or flying saucers. respectability, Keyhoe and his from men in black). 

Arnold said that the objects he had supporters were careful to distance To counter this sort of thing, there 

seen were crescent-shaped. themselves from those who claimed have been many attempts by sceptics 

lt is interesting to note that most contact with the aliens, although he to find explanations which do not 

of the ingredients of the astonishingly sometimes dropped hints that perhaps offend convnon sense or contradict 

persistent and increasingly elaborate there just might be some truth in some well-established scientific theories. 

UFO mythology were established in of the landed or crashed saucer These people have not been very 

the USA during the few years following reports. This helped to deepen the effective, because most of them have 

1947. These included stories of aura of mystery and suspense which their own strange obsessions and fixed 

sightings confirmed by radar, helps to sell UFO books. ideas. One favourite notion is that if 

government cover-ups, the Now if Keyhoe were right, then you investigate a UFO report you must 

extraterrestrial hypothesis (ETH), by now everyone would accept as an come up with an explanation. This 

mysterious, even paranormal, events undoubted fact that alien spacecraft becomes the true explanation, and 

happening to witnesses and were in our skies, but this is obviously anyone who disagrees with it is a 

investigators, captured aliens, and not the case. The reason for this sad crank. An even dafter approach is the 

even conducted tours of saucers and state of affairs is of course the idea that nearly all UFO reports have 

trips into space for the favoured few. government cover-ups. There are the same explanation. They ore: oil 

The only major theme which took many governments and the United stars or planets: all balloons or aircraft: 

much longer to develop was that of States has obviously had a difficult all ball lightning: all mirages: etc. UFO 

alien abductions, which slowly task, over half a century, in books by sceptics are often amusing 

developed in the wake of the Betty persuading them all to hand over their because of the curious hysterical edge 

and Barney Hill case of 1961. The story crashed saucers and other physical to the writing. One senses the author's 



lurking fear that he might eventually 

hove to face something undeniable but 

inexplicable. 

Is there no hope, then? Is there 

no ufologist who has seen through the 

fog of myth and prejudice and written 

o thoroughly sane and sensible UFO 

book, which is readable, but makes no 

concessions to popular credulity? 

Apart from o few books mainly 

concerned with historical, social and 

psychological aspects of the subject, 

the only one that I know of, which 

deals mainly with investigations and 

explanations of UFO reports is that by 

Allon Hendry. (4) 
Hendry carefully examines each 

case and usually finds either on almost 

certain or at least probable 

explanation. As he does not belong to 

that strange anti-religion of dedicated 

sceptics, he is not afraid to admit that 

there ore o few reports he cannot 

satisfactorily explain. He makes many 

useful suggestions for those who wish 

to become serious UFO investigators. 

Of course, this book has long been 

forgotten by most ufologists, that is if 

they hove ever heard of it. 

Most people don't wont to be 

bothered with the scientific, technical 

and psychological complexities 

involved in making sense of UFO 

reports. They wont the space aliens 

and they will settle for nothing less. 

Thus, those of you who ore young 

enough con look forward to another 

fifty years of lies, fantasies and 

delusions. JOHN HARNEY 
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4. Hendry, Allon. The UFO Handbook, 
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PETER R 0 G ER S 0 N S 

NO�lHf�N fCHOf� 

A few months ago I challenged Jerry 
Clork in the pages of Forteon Times to 
disprove the ETH. At the time I thought 
it was one of those things that you just 
couldn't do. it's not really the sort of 
thing you con prove either way, is it? 
However I now think that there is o 
chance we con do something very 
close to that. 

Let me be clear that I don't mean 
to argue that there is no life of any 
kind out there, nor that there may not 
be powerful forms of consciousness on 
other worlds. What I do mean is that it 
is very unlikely that there ore beings 
whose consciousness is sufficiently 
like our own os to be engaged on the 
same sorts of proiects os we late 
twentieth century human beings: 
projects such os building spaceships 
and radio telescopes. One way we 
could test this is to see how robust our 
own consciousness is, and find out 
what happens to it if there ore 
relatively trivial genetic changes. Will 
our human consciousness stay the 
some, or will it be transformed into 
something profoundly different. 

These thoughts were summoned 
up by a remarkable TV documentary 
in which Oliver Sochs, the well known 
neurologist, interviewed o number of 
young people who had a rare genetic 
mutation known os Williams Syndrome. 
What this mutation hod done, apart 
from introducing a number of physical 
changes, some requiring specialist 
treotmeRt, was to produce a shift in 
the nature and consciousness of the 
world itself. Williams Syndrome people 
ore oriented towards a world of 
language, sound and interpersonal 
relationships. Their vocabulary is for in 
advance of their chronological age, 
their sense of hearing sometimes 
painfully hyper-ocute, and Sochs felt 
they had on extreme sensitivity to the 
feelings of other people. But coupled 
with these gifts ore equally profound 
disabilities: o very poor visual spatial 
sense, and great difficulties with 

mathematics and abstractions. 
lt become clear from the 

programme that Willioms Syndrome 
people, when using English (or any 
other language) were subtly altering 
the meaning of words. They used the 
concepts of height and weight 
interchangeably and in what seemed 
like o surreal and exaggerated fashion. 
A boy described h is beloved bees as 
being os wide as his outstretched 
arms. Sochs suggested this was the 
use of language to convey a great 
narrative full of wonder, but it equally 
struck me that it might mean that 
Willioms Syndrome people used 
weight and size related words not to 
convey notions of abstract physical 
quantity, o notion which Sochs 
suggested meant little to them, but to 
convey something which might be 
rendered os "presence in the world" -
not in the world of physical space but 
in on interior, psychological space. 
Weight ond height would thus indicate 
power over the imagination and 
capacity to fill up that interior world. 

Clearly, we ore not dealing with 
a group of people whose abilities con 
be matched with those of the moiority 
on some linear scale of 'gifted' or 
'retarded'. Rather they ore profoundly 
different, and their undoubted 
problems ore largely caused by being 
obliged to live in a society to which 
they ore not adopted. This sense of 
'otherness' seems to hove existed for o 
long period. Williams Syndrome was 
sometimes known os 'Pixie Syndrome' 
because the characteristic pinched 
look and upturned noses which it 
produced resembled drawings of 
pixies and fairies. Of course, what 
they really meant was that artists hod 
used Williams Syndrome faces os 
icons of otherness and that the mature 
vocabulary of Williams children had 
evoked notions of chongelings. This 
sense of otherness still persisted into 
our awn times, os witness the 
suggestions some years ago in the 

magazine Magic Saucer (a UFO 
magazine aimed specifically ot 
children) that Willioms children were 
the product of an alien breeding 
experiment. 

Of course, such children ore 
perfectly human, and they ore a sign 
of one of the possible alternative roods 
human consciousness might hove 
token. This would have been a rood 
which would never have led to 
spaceships, though it may hove led to 
a language system se rich that our 
present languages would be little more 
than o set of articulate grunts in 
comparison. 

And here we get to my point. If 
such a small genetic change within 
one species con produce a shift in 
consciousness in which, soy, 
mathematics (the 'universal language' 
of CETI) does not develop, con we 
believe that creatures with a totally 
separate biological and evolutionary 
history - for more remote genetically 
from us than slime mould - ore going 
to possess our form of consciousness 
and hove our aims and priorities? 
Surely this is speciesist nonsense of 
the first order. 

There's one other point. We 
should not rule out the possibility that 
equally profound genetic shifts in 
consciousness might exist without 
other obvious symptoms. Such o 
thought may illuminate many of the 
intractable arguments encountered in 
our pages and elsewhere. Perhaps 
'believers' and 'sceptics' see the world 
so differently because their brains are 
wired up in slightly different ways, and 
they literally perceive and interact 
with the world in a different fashion. If 
you doubt that possibility, imagine 
staging a dialogue between Rupert 
Sheldroke and Richard Dawkins: 
Englishmen of roughly the same age, 
background and education who see 
the world in os profoundly different 
ways os possible. And you still think 
you could talk to Zeto Reticulons? 



JOHN HARNEY 
discovers that Budd Hopkin's latest 
book, Wilnes�etl: The True S/orf 
of /he Brookltn Bridge UFO 
Abtluclions, reveals more about 
the disturbing directions in which 
the abduction phenomenon is 
moving. 

The worryi n g  t h i n g  
a bo u t  U FO abd uctio n  
s tories  i s  n ot t h a t  
people l ike Budd 
H opki n s  i n s i s t  t h a t  we 
s h o uld take t h e m  
s eri o u s l y  - w e  d o. 
Over the years a number of thoughtful 
a rticles on the subject have been 
published in Magonio. Martin 
Kottmeyer d iscussed the types of 
people who report such experiences 
a nd their possible subconsc ious 
motivations. (1) Kev in  McCiure 
expressed his concerns a bout the 
effects of the techn iques a nd l ines of 
question ing a nd speculations indu lged 
in by i nvestigators on ch i ld ren 
i nvolved in abduction  cases. (2) John  
Rimmer wrote a book in  wh ich  he  
showed, amongst other things, how 
UFO abduction experiences were 
related to similar, but more trod�iono l ,  
experiences a nd bel iefs. (3) People 
certa i n ly  do hove subjective 
experiences which often seem to 
i nvolve being abducted by aliens, 
demons, fairies, or whatever. Such 
experiences con seem very real to the 
perc ip ients. They therefore should be 
heard sympathetically, and �they 
suffer continu ing d istress it is perfectly 
reasonab le that some suitab ly  

HE CAN 
REMEMBER IT 
FOR YOU, 
WHOLESALE 

qualified person should attempt to 
alleviate it. 

If Hopkins  were advocating 
counsel l ing or psychotherapy for 
people troubled in this way and 
sought to place the notion of 
abduction by a l iens in fly ing saucers 
in  its social and h istorical context then 
we could only app laud his efforts. 
However, as you a l l  no doubt know, 
that is not his position  at all. He insists 
that people are rea l ly being abducted 
by real a l iens a nd taken aboard real 
fly ing saucers. 

Now if he were the sort of wi ld­
eyed person who goes around 
spouting incoherent nonsense - you 
know, the sort of fellow who 
persecutes librarians or who comes 
and sits next to you in on a lmost­
empty bus - then we could safely 
ignore h im. But he is not l ike that at a l l .  
He is well educated, h ighly intelligent 
a nd can call on a wide circle of 
experts to help h im with his 
investigations. He it was who 
introduced Dr John Mock to UFO 
abductions. (�) He has demonstrated , 
over the years, that he is capable of 
persuad ing other h ighly intelligent 
professiona l people that UFO 
abductions ore a physical reality, os 
wel l os persuading many people, 
d irectly or ind irectly, that they really 
hove been and are being abducted. 
Thus he cannot be safely ig nored. 

lt is therefore advisab le to take o 
close look at his assertions, arguments 
a nd working methods, os they ore 
presented in h is latest book. The case 
he d iscusses caused a great deal of 
comment and controversy before the 
book was publ ished, so it is advisab le 
to look at some of the other 
publications on the subject also. 

lt is easy to get bogged down in  
the complexities of  the story presented 
by Hopkins, a nd to be d iverted by the 
mud-sling ing between believers and 
sceptics which has appeared in  
various UFO journa ls, so I propose to 
concentrate o n  the two central issues. 
These ore: Hopkins's assertion that the 
o bduction of Undo from her New York 
apartment was o phys ically real event, 
seen by independent witnesses; and 
the methods used by Hopkins to 
enable o bductees to "remember" their 
experiences. 

Anyone who had not read the 
book might assume that Linda 
contacted Hopkins and told him about 
being abducted from her bedroom by 
a l iens a nd taken into o saucer, a nd 
that Hopkins then conducted a 



detailed investigation. But it was not 
like that. Undo wrote a letter to 
Hopkins, dated 26 April 1989, which 
expressed her a nxieties about what 
ore obviously not unusual sleep 
d isturbances - waking up, or seeming 
to woke up, with the feeling that there 
is some other person present in the 
room, and not being able to move. The 
familiar "sleep paralysis" routine. 

Undo begins the letter by saying 
that she has never seen a UFO, but 
that she has read port of Hopkins's 
book Intruders. She also said that she 
hod consulted a doctor about a small 
bump on her nose and was told that it 
was cartilage caused by a surgical 
scar. She became even more worried 
about this os she i nsisted that she had 
never had any operation on  her nose. 
(Not surprisingly, to anyone who has 
read any obduction stories, this bump 
on the nose, which Hopkins admitted 
was "almost invisible" soon become 
evidence of on alien implant. ) 

Only a few days after receiving 
the letter Hopkins interviewed her. He 
explains that he keeps his interviews 
informal initially, to put his subjects at 
ease. Only "when on atmosphere of 
calm and trust has been established" 
does he conduct more formal 
interviews, taking notes or using a 
tape recorder. 

This is all very well, but it means 
that there is no record of what was 
said. When Undo first met Hopkins she 
was obviously aware of his obsession 
with UFOs and aliens, and it seems not 
unlikely thot he took the opportunity to 
inform her in  more deta il of his ideas 
a nd theories. Only a few days passed 
before he conducted his first hypnotic 
regression session with her. This 
unearthed a memory of her seeing a 
strange bright figure or object on a 
roof outside her bedroom window one 
night when she was 8 years old . 

Now we come to the momentous 
events of 30 November 1989. Linda 
phoned Hopkins to tell h im what 
happened to her earlier that morning 
and a meeting was arranged for 2 
December during which she told him 
of being abducted through her window 
and up into a saucer where there was 
a table . .. But wait. let us look at 
Undo's own account of this event, 
which wos published in MUFON UFO 
Journal. (5) 

Undo describes how a "peculiar 
feeling" come over her os she 
prepared for bed. "There was a strong 
presence in the room. Steve [her 
husband) was snoring away, so it 

If Hopkins were 
advocating 

counselling or 
psychotherapy for 
people troubled in 

this way and 
sought to place 
the notion of 
abduction by 
aliens in flying 

saucers in its social 
and historical 

context then we 
could only applaud 

his efforts. 
However, as you 

all no doubt know, 
that is not his 
position at all 

wasn't him." When lindo had these 
peculiar feelings previously she d idn't 
know what to make of them. But this 
time-

"I began  to feel the familiar 
sensation of numbness that I 'd felt 
periodically over my lifetime, creeping 
up slowly from my toes. Only this time, 
having known Budd and the 
obductees for some sevtm months, I 
knew what it mt�ont." (emphasis 
added ) 

She cla ims to have seen a 
strange being, but she does not 
describe it; she merely says: " ... it was 
there, standing at the foot of my bed, 
storing at me!" She goes on to soy 
that she remembered white fabric 
flowing up over her eyes a nd a 
sensation of something pounding on 
her back, then of falling into her bed. 
So, no abduction, despite having 
spent seven months being primed by 
Budd and h is  a bductees. 

When she retells this episode to 
Hopkins under hypnosis, the number 
of beings increases to four or five, but 
she still seems unable to describe 
them in a ny deta il, despite prompting: 

B: [BuddJ You said there were four or 
five. I don't know what you mean . . .. 
Four or five what? 
l: [Undo J Four or five of those things . . .  
people. 
B: What do they look like? 
l: They're short. They're white a nd 
dark. 
B: Are their clothes white? Is that 
what you mean?  
L :  They look like a lighter colour than 
the p icture screen on my TV set. 
B: What else do you notice about 
them? 
l: [in a quavering voice) Their eyes. 
Very intense eyes. 
B: What colour ore their eyes? 
l: !wh ispering] Black. They shine. I 
con see o reflection in them. 

Of course, at this stage, linda 
must hove known what Budd was 
expecting a nd she does not 
disa ppoint h im. She g ives him a story 
of being taken through the window 
and into a hovering saucer. She 
doesn't hove too much difficulty with 
the details, os these have no doubt 
been supplied over the previous 
months by Hopkins and his associates. 
At this po int I think it is legitimate to 
wonder what sort of account Undo 
would have given if neither she nor 
Hopkins had ever heard of UFO 
abductions and � Hopkins were 

obsessed with some other i nterpret­
ation of the d isturbing experiences 
which many people sometimes 
undergo when suffering from various 
kinds of sleep disturbances. (We ore 
told that Undo is a chronic sufferer 
from i nsomnia, as well os these other 
problems. )  

Take, for example, the case of Or 
Arthur Guirdham, a British psychiatrist. 
O ne of Guirdham's patients was o 
woman who suffered from n ightmares. 
She eventually told him of her 
"memories" of a previous life among 
the Cathars, a Christia n  sect in  13th­
century France which was declared 
heretical and brutally stomped out by 
the Albigensian Crusade. lt so 
happened that Guirdhom already hod 
a fascination with that particular 
historical episode, and under the 
influence of his patient he come to 
believe that he, too, had not only lived 
a previous life os a Cothar, but had 
also known his patient in  that life. This 
obsession developed to a stage where 
he gathered about him a group of 
people who all claimed to hove 
known one another a nd suffered 
together in 13th-century France, and 
who could help one another to "remem­
ber" their dramatic experiences. (6) 

Hopkins, though ,  is not only un­
willing to consider other interpretations, 
conventional or otherwise; he insists 
that Undo's story is true because the 
obduction was seen by independent 
witnesses. The whole book seems to 
hinge on this crucial point. 

This is where Richard a nd Don 
come in .  The letter they wrote to 
Hopkins claiming to hove seen a 
woman being token out of on 
apartment window near Brooklyn 
Bridge by three "ugly but smaller 
humanlike creatures" in  "late 
November, 1989" wos postmorked 1 
February 1991, some 14 months after 
the alleged event. Commentators hove 
wondered why it took them so long to 
take action. The answer is fairly 
obvious; they hod only recently 
learned the details of the story. If, os 
they claimed, they hod noted which 
window the woman hod emerged from, 
so could easily find out who she was, 
why did they wait 14 months before 
getting worked up to o great state of 
exc�ement about the incident? 

Richard a nd Don were allegedly 
accompanying another person, 
referred to as the "Third Man" when 
they had their amazing and unlikely 
experience. {lt is widely believed that 
this person was Jovier  Perez de 



linda 'Cortile': Sleepless in Manhattan 

Cuellar and Hopkins refuses to confirm 
or deny this.) However, they were 
supposed to be independent witnesses, 
but it was revealed, in a letter 
purporting to be from Don, that they 
also were abducted. lt seems they 
were instantly transported to a beach 
where they were confronted by Linda 
and a group of Greys (the "Lady of the 
Sands" episode). Hopkins claims to 
have confirmed this story by subjecting 
Linda to another dose of hypnotic 
regression during which (of course) 
she managed to remember it. 

So this left Hopkins without 
independent witnesses, but in 
November he received a letter from a 
woman, referring to an earlier letter 
which she hod sent him in July. This 
he retrieved from his "box of unopened 
correspondence" (!). This woman 
claimed to have witnessed the 
abduction from her car on Brooklyn 
Bridge. Hopkins interviewed her but 
apparently without any hypnosis 
business, presumably because he 
didn't wont to find she had also been 
abducted and lose his only 
independent witness. Dr John Mock 
remarks: "This is, to my knowledge, 
the only documented case where an 
individual, who was not him- or 
herself abducted, reported witnessing 
an obduction as it was actually taking 
place." (7) lt is not true, however. 
Abductions ore sometimes witnessed, 
in a sense, by others, but they are 

usually rather unspectocular. For 
instance, in a case investigated by 
BUFORA, described by Nigel Watson: 
"Mr L had no known psychiatric 
history. The psychiatrist ... thought that 
he had been experiencing hypnogogic 
hallucinations. This was portly based 
on the testimony of Mr L's wife who 
was present during these alleged 
events, and confirmed that he 
appeared to be asleep during his 
'contacts'". (8) 

Hopkins has answers for those 
awkward persons who ask why only 
some people had their cars stopped 
near Brooklyn Bridge and witnessed 
the abduction whereas others either 
apparently sow nothing or 
remembered nothing. He tells us that 
the aliens control who sees what and 
who remembers what and when they 
remember it. Thus all apparent 
inconsistencies con be dealt with by 
attributing them to the amazing powers 
of the aliens. 

lt does not seem to occur to him 
that if we take this idea to its logical 
conclusion, then our whole world 
could be an illusion created by the 
aliens. They could also dictate what 
would or would not be published 
about them, whether credulous or 
critical. 

Hopkins points out what will be 
obvious to most readers - the highly 
theatrical nature of the events 
described. He is referring to the 

obduction scene, but there ore a 
number of others, mainly scenes 
involving Linda, Don and/or Richard. 

Hopkins wants us to believe that 
the theatricality is provided by the 
aliens, but others take the more 
plausible view that it is provided by 
the obductees, witnesses and 
investigators. George Hansen, Joseph 
Stefulo and Richard Butler, in a paper 
circulated among ufologists a few 
years ago, likened the whole business 
to a kind of role-playing fantasy game. 
If we look at it that way, then we 
don't hove to go along with Hopkins's 
assertion that either the story is 
literally true or that Lindo has 
organised - and paid for - a gong of 
conspirators to to aid her in 
perpetrating an extremely elaborate 
hoax. Both of these alternatives ore 
equally absurd, of course, but 
Hopkins thinks only the latter one is. 

Hopkins was somewhat annoyed 
by this paper and he wrote o reply to 
it in which he devoted much space to 
character assassinations of the trio, 
with sideswipes at "such dubious 
personages as Philip Klass and James 
Moseley". Apparently anyone who 
doesn't go along with Hopkins's 
absurd abduction theories, and says 
so bluntly, is a "fanatic". (9) 

The principal "fanatic" is Philip 
Kloss. Hopkins obviously loathes him. 
He quotes him os saying to the media 
that abductees are "little nobodies, 
people seeking celebrity status" and 
that this hod discouraged some of 
them from coming forward to tell the 
world about their traumatic 
experiences at the hands of the aliens. 
He also remarks: "Science can only 
be damaged by the present level of 
McCarthyite intimidation." (10) 
Science? What do the activities and 
ludicrous speculations of Hopkins and 
the other obduction enthusiasts hove 
to do with science? 

What does Kloss, this " .. . 
dinosaur in the evolution of public 
awareness" who " ... bores his hatred 
for UFO witnesses ever more nakedly" 
(according to Hopkins), really think 
about the abductees? His views ore 
set out clearly in his book on the 
subject, published in 1988. (11) 

Klass is not concerned with 
criticising the witnesses, apart from a 
few of them who are obviously 
seeking money or notoriety, but with 
the techniques used by Hopkins and 
the other abduction investigators. He 
points out how they hove ignored the 
opinions of professionals concerning 
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the l imitations of hypnosis as a method 
of estab l ishing the truth a bout post 
experiences. He d iscusses their 
technique of repeated ly  hypnotising 
UFO witnesses until they get the the 
o bduction stories they are hoping for. 
He g ives examples of abductees who 
later insist that they rea l l y  d id see a 
UFO but they have no good reason to 
believe that they were abducted. 

Hopkins was particular ly 
a nnoyed by K loss's cha l lenges to him 
that if he  rea l l y  bel ieved that people 
were being abducted and had any 
rel iab le evidence to support these 
c la ims then he should inform the FBI. 
K lass a nd other sceptics continue to 
pose awkward questions whenever 
they get the opportunity. 

One of the most d isturbing 
features of the work of Hop kins and 
his fol lowers is the tendency for 
ch i ldren to get caught up in the 
fantasies. Hopkins seeming ly makes no 
attempts to exclude them from his 
investigations in  order to protect them 
from ideas a nd bel iefs that could 
cause them a larm a nd d istress. He is 
quick to seize any opportunity. Take 
the case of the nosebleeds, for 
example. 

Nosebleeds? Yes, I'm afraid  it's 
a l l  rather complicated; perhaps 
Hopkins thinks that if we are 
suffic iently bemused a nd baffled by 
the complex�ies we wi l l  g ive up try ing 
to unravel the story a nd just accept 
what he reports at his own evaluation. 

We ore told  that Lindo woke up 
with a bad noseb leed in  the early 
morning of 24 May 1992, and was 
soon jo ined by the other four persons 
present in  the apartment; her husband,  
her sons Steven a nd Johnny, and 
Steven's friend "Brian", who a l l  sot 
around the l iv ing room try ing to stem 
the flow from their b leeding noses. The 
next day, lindo phoned Budd ,  who 
reassured her that " .. . this was no one's 
fault, that if it was UFO-related it was 
outside her control ." According to 
Budd, this sort of thi ng  is not unusual ;  
i t  seems i t  was one of  those things that 
abductees just hove to lea rn to l ive 
with. 

A few days later, Budd ca l led 
Lindo back to question her in more 
deta i l  a bout the incident. He reports: 
"Since she said she still remembered 
virtually nothing but waking up with o 
bloody nose, I asked a bout Steve and 
her sons." (emphasis added)  She then 
handed the phone over to her six-year­
old son Johnny. 

Johnny "remembered" the 

nosebleed incident al l  right, but of 
course Budd could not know what 
Linda had sa id to the others a bout the 
n ight in  question .  And there is no 
testimony on this incredi ble  event from 
Linda's husband  Steve. lt should be 
noted that there is very l ittle mention 
of Steve in the book. One gets the 
impression that he thinks Linda is 
somewhat neurotic and that Budd is 
some sort of psychiatrist. 

Budd went on to question Johnny 
about h is dreams that n ight and found 
that he was dreaming a bout h i s  
imag inary sister. Natural l y  Budd 
seized on  that a nd, to cut out the 
end less deta i ls ,  it developed that this 
g irl was not imag i na ry after a l l ,  but 
Johnny was constantl y  being 
abducted by the Greys and broug ht to 
meet this g irl , a l so an abductee. 

I find it difficult to read such stuff 
without becoming nauseated. When I 
was a sma l l  ch i ld  I suffered from 
n ightmares, but my parents comforted 
me a nd reassured me that the monsters 
in them were not real and that they 
were on ly  dreams. I bel ieve that most 
ch i ldren ore treated in this way. 
Imagine the effects, then, of making it 
p la in  to ch i ldren that not on ly  are the 
dream-creatures rea l ,  but that there is 
no escape from them. Such on 
approach  hard l y  seems therapeutic, to 
put � mi ld ly, but this is the l ine taken 
by Hopkins and company. If they con 
persuade intel l igent and more or  less 
sane adu lts to bel ieve such nonsense, 
the long -term effects on  ch i ldren 
hard ly  bear thinking a bout. 

John  Mock goes even further i n  
this respect. Some o f  h i s  subjects 
"remembered" not on ly  their 
a bductions right back to early 
ch i ldhood but even in previous 
i ncarnations. Thus there is no esca pe 
from the Greys, even in death! 

What is at issue here i s  not the 
sincerity and good intentions or 
otherwise of the obduction enthusiasts. 
lt is the l o ng-term effects of their work 
on the people they dea l  with. 

The important question is: What 
can be done a bout it? Wel l ,  persons 
active in  ufology can do o great dea l .  
They should spread the  word that the 
UFO obduction game, l ike certa i n  
other activities, is definitely unsuitab le 
for ch i ldren. Magaz ine editors should 
eschew the practice of g iving fawning  
interviews to  abductee researchers. A 
particular ly sickening example 
appeared in  MUFON UFO Journal 
where the interviewer of Hopkins takes 
the attitude of one sitting at the feet of 
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a Master; there is not a s ing le prob ing 
or crit ical question. (12) If o bduction 
bel ievers take part in  UFO 
conferences they shou ld be ba lanced 
by others who take a more rationa l  
a nd scientific view of these stories. 

Sceptics are not always helpful 
i n  the fight aga inst the irrationa l ,  ego­
boosting activities of o bduction 
enthusiasts. They tend to pursue 
trivia l ities, to criticise matters on 
which scepticism is inappropriate or 
mean ingless, or to carefu l ly  d issect 
writings  which were never meant to 
be token l itera l l y. On the issue of 
a bductions, they should  focus on the 
mai n  point, which is the harm being 
done to impressionab le people by the 
l ikes of Hopkins ,  Mock and Jocobs, 
egged on by cheering crowds of 
supporters (most of them sufficiently 
educated and  i ntel l i gent to know 
better) at UFO conferences. 

However, u nti l  the obduction 
game results i n  some tragedy which 
gains widespread publ icity, I doubt if 
a nythi ng much wi l l  happen. 
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Although there h ave 
been no rece nt high 
profi le  cases like 
Rochda le or Orkney, 
t h e  S at a nis m h u nters 
h ave not gon e  away. 
BASIL H UMPHREYS 
reports on recent 
a ctivity. 

The cla ims of Satanic Ch ild 
Abuse hunters ore seldom 
g iven space i n  the press 
nowadays, yet they are as 
busy os ever. The RAINS 
(Ritual Abuse Information 
Network and Support) 
conference at Warwick 
University on 13-14 
September 1996 hod a n  
attendance of two hundred 
(two-thirds of them women), 
mostly professional corers of 
some kind,  along with a 
few vicars, some 
survivors of Ritual 
Abuse, and a couple 
of sceptics who were careful to keep 
their views to themselves. An i nformal 
survey conducted by one of the 
lecturers revealed that a l l  but a bout 
ten of those present c la imed to have 
first hand experience of a Ritual Abuse 
case, and most said they hod severa l .  
The speakers included Cotherine 
Gould, on American therapist who 
hod hod patients reca l l i ng  Satan ic 
ritua ls  ever s ince the McMortin case 
was first publicised in  1984; Volerie 
S inason ,  editor of Treating Survivors of 
Satanist Abvse; and Tim Tote, who was 
the researcher for the notorious Cook 
Report on Satan ism in 1989. 

No doubt for security reasons, 

lt never 
RAINS but it 
pours. 

tape recorders were forbidden, and 
the only journa l i st a llowed was 
believer Andrew Boyd. Sceptical Mail 
on Svnday reporters were g iven a 
press conference in a room away from 
the rest, main ly rhetoric from Volerie 
S inason. 

The words 'Satanic '  and 
'Soton ism' were not actua lly used. 
Rather, people tended to refer 
ominously to 'them', leaving it tacit 
who 'they' were. One woman 
expla ined the necessity for RAINS like 
this: "They're networked to one 
a nother, so we hove to fig ht them with 
their own weapons. " Just how far does 

she i ntend to take this princ iple? 
The emphasis is now on 'Multiple 

Persona l ity Disorder'. This condition 
was not even recogn ised until fairly 
recently, and was at first assumed to 
be a reaction to extreme trauma. Yet it 
is now assumed that it is del iberately 
induced by the cults os a form of mind 
control. So for as one could tell ,  it 
was usually token for granted that 
survivors of Sotan ism would not 
remember their experiences until they 
recalled them under therapy or 
hypnosis. 

That the Satonists con wield mind 
control to this extent is vsed to exp la in  

away the lock of evidence. Volerie 
Sinoson mentioned a case where 
police searched for evidence to back 
o survivor's story, a nd found none: she 
said they hod "interviewed the wrong 
alter [persono l ityj" . Two policemen 
from Congleton in  Chesh ire, who hove 
hod several Ritual Abuse cases in  their 
town, have repeatedly dug up gardens 
where Ritual Abuse survivors to ld  them 
the bod ies of sacrific ia l  victims were 
buried (I feel sorry for the gardeners of 
Congleton), but mysteriously enough ,  
they hove never found anything .  l t  has 
not occurred to them that the survivors 
might be telling porky-pies: rather, 
there must be an incred ib ly efficient 
conspiracy to conceal the truth. Were 
some of their fellow police amongst 
the ranks of 'them'? Masonic 
conspiracies, i nevitably, were mooted. 
Then another possib ility was suggested : 
the survivors hove been subjected to 
cult mind-control which is still 
operating. After g iving information to 
the police, the survivors ore 
programmed to telephone 'them' 
immediately and repeat it, so that 'they' 
ore a ble to remove the evidence 
before the pol ice con get there. A 
simila r  point was mode by Cotherine 
Gould: patients may move to another 
port of the counrry, but the Satonists 
manage to find them. One reason is 
that: "some alters ore programmed to 
telephone the cult and tell them their 
new whereabouts when they move 
home." 

All this was illustrated by the 
Californian therapist Coryn Stordoncer, 
editor of Svrvivorship, who is herself a 
survivor of ritual abuse and "a member 
of a multip le-self system". Having 
a nnounced herself os such, she briefly 
slipped into one of her little g irl alters. 
S he kept two stuffed toys on the front 
of the pod ium as she ta lked , which 
apparently were so useful in  her 
therapy that she now takes them 
everywhere. 

lt is a myth, Stordancer said, that 
"survivors ore neurotic people with 
empty lives who invent stories to get 
attention"; i n  fact, they haven't got the 
attention that False Memory Syndrome 
has (everyone in  this field thinks that it 

is only their opponents who ore 
getting the med ia attention). She 
knows it is a myth because she herself 
suffered , back in the 1940s and 1950s 
when she wos a sma l l  ch i ld ,  and the 
hands of on  i nter-generotionol, multi­
perpetrator cult, actually at least five 
cults who were conspiring together. 
These i ncluded: a Satanic Cabal 



hid ing under the cover of a 
Fundamenta l ist church; o Dionysioc 
g roup (who hod survived underground 
ever s ince the days of anc ie nt Rome) 
who "special ise in  po l itica l  
manipu lation through crime and 
b lackmai l "; a feminist Pagan  coven ;  a 
youth gong who used Satanic imagery; 
and mi l itary mind-control experts who 
were affi l iated with the Masons. She 
was able to bring in  several other 
favourite conspiracy theories by g iv ing 
them os  port of the a l leged cult's 
teachings: she says they cla im the cult 
h ierarchy dotes back to Hermes 
Trismeg istus, on early Grand Master, 
they bu ilt the pyramids, a nd they ore i n  
touch with extra-terrestria ls, os i s  
proved by  the eye in  the pyramid on  
the  US  do l l a r  b i l l .  Many survivors, she 
says, ore programmed to be l ieve that 
socia l unrest ot the turn of the 
m i l lenium will enab le  the g roup they 
are in to take control. 

This ta l k  won o minute's stand ing 
ovation.  I n  response to o question from 
the audience, she said she was g iven 
the surname Stordoncer twenty years 
ago by on I nd ian med icine man she 
met at a conference on  adolescent 
schizophrenia .  

Curiously, some of the patients 
supposedly continue in  Sotan ism even 
whi le in therapy. Joon Colemon's first 
survivor once hod to postpone her 
sessions by two days because she had 
been summoned to a Satan ic court in  
France. When she got  to the de layed 
sessions she described how two 
'hoods' hod token her to a chateau, 
where a b lock cockerel was sacrificed, 
she was urinated on, smeared with 
excrement, and oil the usua l stuff, 
questioned, then apparently l et off. 
Vo lerie S inoson has o Multip le 
persona l ity Disorder patient who, os a 
ch i ld ,  was mode Satan 's daughter and 
had "a goat's horn shoved up her 
bum". Her 'adult alter' sti l l  goes to 
ritua ls, returning with in juries, and she 
is now in a wheelcha ir. Though 
S inoson and her col league Rob Hole 
at the Portmon Cl inic were doing an 
NHS-funded study of SRA, asking 
"what corroboration?", it d id  not seem 
to occur to her that surve i l lance of 
such a patient cou ld read i ly  provide 
proof, if her story were true. 

S inason a lso stated that certa in 
crimes ore committed at the full moon, 
mentioning the horse muti l ations of o 
few years ago. Presumab ly  this is 
meant to prove that they occur on cult 
holy days, yet the some observation 
has also been token os proof that 

astrology is true. The first th ing that 
ought to be investigated is whether or 
n ot some crimes rea l l y  ore committed 
more often at the full moon .  [Of course, 
if so this may be simply because 
perpetrators ore better able to see 
what they ore doing on bright, moon l it 
n ights - J .R .} 

T he weekend was rounded off by 
Morjorie Orr, the astrologer and 
founder of  'Accuracy About Abuse', 
who devoted her ta l k  to attacking 
bel ief i n  'fa l se memory Syndrome', 
which she says has led to the 
s i lencing of adult survivors, and is in 
danger of wrecking psychotherapy. 
There may be "o l ittle exaggeration "  
on the port o f  survivors (those who 
describe moss murder, perhaps), but 
no  more. The British Folse memory 
Society, she considers, is on  umbre l la  
group for organ ised paedoph i le r ings. 

lt is l i kely that such conferences 
os this o re self-propagating .  One 
presenter related how in 1994 she went 
to a study day at Southampton  
Un iversity presented by  Vo lerie 
Sinoson: 'Ritua l  Abuse: Does it Exist.' 
At first she felt "tota l disbel ief" at what 
she was hearing ,  but by the end of the 
day she be l ieved in  ritual a buse. The 
fol lowing years one of her patients 
started 'disclosing '  having been made 
to take port i n  Satanic ritua ls (during 
which devi ls a nd humans flew about in 
the a ir), hence by the time of this 
conference she was herself on 
authority on  the subject. 

F ina l ly ,  it may be remarked that 
one piece of actual physical evidence 
was produced in  the course of the 
weekend. A woman who was in  the 
process of remembering the Satanic 
rituals she hod been mode to attend os 
a ch i ld  awoke one morn ing ,  so she 
sa id ,  to find  a box of voodoo do l l s  on  
her  doorstep, obviously a curse 
p laced there by the Sotonists to worn 
her to keep her mouth shut. The 
voodoo dol ls  were shown. They were 
Guatemalan  'Worry Dol l s', as sold at 
charity shops a l l  over the country. ••• 

Some recent developments: 

Severa l recent news items hove shown 
that the debate over 'Satanic' a buse 
and 'Fa lse Memory' is no c loser to 
resolution. The Daily Telegraph 
(March 25, 1997, p.6) reports that the 
British Association of Counse l l ing has 
issued gu ide l ines to i ts 14,000 
members warning  them of the dangers 
of creating false memories in  therapy. 
Cha irman Alex McGuire is quoted os 
saying that the number of people with 

recovered memories which proved 
false was low, "but we don 't know 
what 'low' means. lt cou ld be tens, 
hundreds or  even thousands. There is 
no doubt that it is o genuine hazard . '' 

The Observer (March 2, 1997) 
reports on  a case where a 38 year 
old woman ,  Suson Lees, is suing the 
NSPCC and Birmingham Social 
Services for witho ld ing evidence of 
a buse she suffered os a very young 
child at the hands of her father. She 
was token into core and adopted ot 
the age of five, and cla ims that 
memories of the abuse returned after 
hear ing news reports of torture i n  
Bosnio ,  the n  o bta ined Soc ia l  Services 
records wh ich confirm much of her 
story. Critics of False Memory 
Syndrome ore c la iming that this 
demonstrates that v ictims con forget 
their abuse then recover the memories 
much later. However th is case seems 
to hove l ittle in  common with others 
reported. T he a buse happened when 
Ms Lees was o baby ,  stopped when 
she was adopted ,  and d id not 
continue over many years, even into 
adulthood, os is a l leged in SRA c la ims 

In  the Gvardian 's Saturday 
magazine section (March 15 ,  1997) a 
writer who appears to hove l inks with 
the relevant Social Services depart­
ment mounts a criticism of the action 
token by a judge  in  S cotl a nd in 
d ismiss ing a ritua l  a buse prosecution 
in Ayrshire. Not having seen court 
reports it :s difficult to know what 
happened in the case, and to what 
extent 'recovered memory' p layed a 
port. The impl ication in the artic le is 
that serious abuse did occur (on 
a l legation which would presumably 
be impossible to make without the 
anonymity of ind ividua ls  in  such 
cases) but that prosecutors and judges 
were unwi l l ing to accept the 'R itua l '  
elements, s o  the case fel l .  A s  in  the 
conference reported a bove ,  mention 
of 'Satanic '  abuse is carefu l l y  avoided .  
l t  is a lso apparent that the  Gvordion's 
writer disapproves of the l ifestyle  of 
the fami ly concerned - 'travel lers' 
who con afford a large house throug h  
exporting expen�ve cars to Thai land 
and the For  East. The fact that 
Tha i land is a centre for paedophi le 
pornography is carefu l ly  po inted out. 

The recurrence of cases l ike 
these serves to emphasise the 
concerns expressed i n  Mogonio by 
John Horney and Kevi n  McCiure 
about the dangers of i nvo l ving 
chi ldren i n  a l ie n  obduction stories. 

JOHN RIMMER 
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I n  rep ly  to A lon  Sharp's mognvm opus 
in the previous issue, both Peter Roger­
son and Arthur Shuttlewood put pen to 
paper in  the Winter '91 number. Peter 
mode many pointed criticisms, which 
Alon responded to in  l i ke manner. At 
one point he describes A lan as writing 
l i ke 'a n ineteenth century contributor 
to Practical Mechanics. Alan  S harp, of 
course, simply  rega rded this as a 
compl iment: 'People in those days had 
a refreshing l i king for common sense!' 

However Shuttlewood's l etter was 
another c lassic of i nvective, and con­
tained many Shuttlewoodion phrases 
which l ive on  in  the collective memory 
of Mogonia: 'One notes with a quiet 
and understand ing chuckle . .  . '; 'puny 
puppets of Condon thi nking ore sunk 
without trace, and the MUFOB Mob 
(those people from the North who ore 
b l i nd to rea l ity is a description  I have 
often heard )  are sinking in deep water ' ; 
'out with the sca lp ing hatchets and 
carving knives to  cripple those whose 
views are more sensible and fa ir than 
your own, which ore strang led in a 
one-sided-web of ignorance . . .  '; 'what 
ac id-tongued a nd one track minded 
minority g roups l ike MUFOB fo i l  to 
appreciate is that their voices ore 
mere squeaks aga inst the leon ine 
roars of the majority.' Wonderful stuff, 
concluding: 'Mark my words, uttered 
without ma l ice aforethought un l ike 
those crawl ing over your bu l l etin l i ke 
a imless spider- legs . . .  Yours not 
unkind ly, Arthur Shuttlewood. '  

The first issue of MUFOB in  1972 
saw the first of our restless changes of 
format os we moved from foolscap to 
A4 paper size. lt a lso seemed to 
coincide with a period when interest 
in ufology was in dec l i ne, and the size 
of the magazine reflected this. 

In just six pages the main a rticle 
was a response from Corl Grove, o ne 
of the many lost great hopes of British 
ufology, to Peter Rogerson's advocacy 
of psychological  theories of UFOs. 
Grove concluded that UFOs provide 
os  g reat a cha l l enge to psycholog ica l  
os to physical world views. I th ink few 
of us wou ld  disagree with that. ••• 
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Dear Mr Rimmer, was keeping on eye on my friends and showing that the Hutchison Effect is in seeing the open invitation in Magonic, 

I was pleased to see a further letter me and our subversive activities. Age fuct quite genuine, showing you up os I thought it might be a pleasant 
from Matthew J. Groeber and to hove has since calmed me down somewhat being completely wrong. You seem to evening out over a few drinks. What 
him put me right about his belief in the and I hove to be content with the odd think that you ore the only one who appalling boorish behaviour you 
existence of the Greys and their letter of protest to my MP, or the press has doubted its authenticity, but there displayed, especially as I came there 
abduction of earthlings. However, I did or whoever. hove been dozens of engineers and os a guest who had never been to a 
not get this message from his previous I see that no one has taken up scientists from many different countries Magonia meeting . (What a joke! Three 
letter and upon re-reading it, find that my challenge to answer the two who hove thought the same and people and you! Some following.) 
it still conveys more scepticism than questions I posed about the night attire explored Hutchison's work over the Why? What had I done to you? The 
belief. He says that he was simply mix-up or why ordinary folk past fifteen years (you seem to forget last time I had spoken to you was on a 
searching for on explanation os to experience missing time. I am surprised it began in 1981) and found the train coming from Waterloo many 
why they should return abductees with that Magonia's "staff of debunking levitation and energetic effects to be years ago when I was telling you 
their attire askew and believes the sceptics" could not have applied their real. You, however, hove taken a about how I hod tracked down a UFO 
answer to be that they possess a sense "outrageous non-believing behaviour" completely naive view and, frankly, Sam kite which had been flown from 
of humour and that it's all done for a and come up with something , however I'm surprised. the Festival Hall roof. And incidentally, 
lough. What's more, he has gleaned unlikely. To my mind, these two topics, Also, you hove provided some what a cheap shot criticising Tony 
this information from my letter but try out of the whole alien controversy, wonderful free publicity for my Bossett's clothes in the article. What 
os I may, I cannot find even the tiniest cannot be passed off as mundane presentation of the Hutchison Effect in has that got to do with anything ? No, 
suggestion of any such thing in my events which hove been misinterpreted, the UK because I am at the stage with your work does not contribute 
words. I think therefore, that Matthew's os con sightings, neither can they be it now, that os long os you spell my anything , but is just a vehicle for your 
aspiration to understand the doings of dismissed os subjective, as the name correctly ,  there is no such thing personal comments and petty 
an alien race to be nigh impossible abductees are in possession of a as bad publicity. Your article will fuel aggression. I am really wondering 
when humans hove the utmost stranger's clothes and the missing time the debate about its authenticity, about your emotional stability; nobody 
difficulty in communicating their ideas is verified by relatives or by friends. As which is inevitable with something I know behaves as you do. 
to one another. Still, his droll long as one small part of a mystery like this, and people will now be more Well, I will send you the next 
suggestions and cartoon at my remains inexplicable, then the rest aware of it, and want to know more. lt issue of The Steady Signal, which is 
expense were highly entertaining and cannot be dismissed; therefore I soy certainly cannot harm book sales, my periodical. I have a few comments 
worth the misunderstandings on that that the case for the existence of which will please my daughter, os she to be mode about your appalling 
account alone. aliens is proven. is handling that side of things. As she behaviour (international subscribers 

The night attire antics could be Yours sincerely, gets the orders, I will find out if they 300+ including Persinger). Oh, ond 
due to several reasons. The Greys Morgoret Buckingham, Bournemouth saw the Magonia article, and let you John, and could I have another copy 
could be unfeeling ,  clinical monsters know. Then worst thing I find, is for of Magonia for Hutchison and his 
who attach no importance to our Dear John, my work to be ignored, and os you company shareholders. I know they 
individualistic style of dress or they I was surprised at just how predictable ore so predictably combative and will deal with this in their own way -
could shore at least one human your behaviour has been; you have aggressive all the time, I hove in through litigation. Happy 1997 .  
characteristic and merely be conformed with exactly the way l hod effect harnessed this. I think if you Albert Budden, Brentford. 
incompetent or the most li kely hoped, and have published a major consider the wider view, l hove come 
e><plonotion is that this is the alien article rubbishing the Hutchison Effect, out fairly well, and will be using your P.S. Watch out for the Channel Four 
version of attention-seeking! As I said which is exactly what I knew you article as a springboard. Watch this documentary on my research, to be 
in my previous letter, I believe that would do. I just did not think you space. screened later this year, after my 
they have a hidden agenda and the would do it so robustly, and may hove I'm sure you're aware that you appearance on the Discovery Channel 
procession of bizarre capers stage- been o little more circumspect. But no, are known for your bitchy and biased a few weeks ago. Also, my 3rd book 
managed for our delectation over the you jump in with both feet. You articles that ore full of personal commissioned by Blondford, probably 
years is designed to keep us looking obviously let your heart rule your head. antagonism. I certainly sow your stuff to be called Electric Skies. How many 
in the wrong direction, or rather, You see, I hove deliberately held l ike that before you started on me. I books hove you hod published again 
directions, whilst they continue with the documentation back from you, the am just puzzled why you should John? What do you really contribute 
their real purpose unhampered. McDonnell Douglas, Los Alomos and attack me from the word go. Before I apart from bitchy criticism from the 

Matthew will be gratified to hear the Mox Planck Institute in Berlin on walked into that pub in Putney, I hod sidelines? 
that, o few years ago, it was highly Hutchison's work, and con now absolutely no contact with you for 
l i kely that a very well-known agency publish their laboratory reports, about twelve years or so, and after 
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Karl S h u ker. The 
Unexplained: an 
illustrated guide to the 
world's natural and 
paranormal mysteries. 
Carl ton Boo ks,  1996.  
£ 16.99 

A reg ional  ana lysis which was 
orig ina l ly  intended to be on atlas 
(mops are included). lt is basica l ly ,  os 
one would expect from th is author, o 
good so l id book on cryptozoology to 
which has been added o variety of 
other mysteries. Some are wel l  treated, 
others get o rather superfic ia l  
treatment. Shuker tries to stoke out 
what territory he con for crypto­
zoology, even making an attempt to 
annex UFOs by invoking Trevor 
Constab le's ideas of sky beasts. 

lt is interesting to see Shuker, 
essentia l l y  o nuts-and-bolts man (or is 
'paws-and-pelt' the cryptozoologicol 
equivalent?) starting to go al l  para­
normal at the edges. I 'm not sure 
whether a l l  the speculation is meant to 
be token at face value, or is on  
affectation o f  forteon whimsy, i .e. 
fairies develop ing spacesh ips. lt is a 
visua l ly  attractive book, with p lenty of 
pictures and g lossy paper. Unfortun­
ately it is also on example of the 
graphic fashion that is afflicting many 
newsstand magazines in  which text is 
printed in  a variety of colours on 
complex backgrounds. 

Mic h a e l  Craft. Alien 
impact. St  Martin's  
P ress,  1996. $23.9 5 

(£24. 9 5 [sic!]) 
Th is book, subtitled "a comprehensive 
look at the evidence of human I a l ien 
contact" is o work of American 'new 
ufology' in the trad ition of John Keel .  
Croft traces the notions of a l ien  
interaction through a wide range of 

contemporary fo lklore and popular 
cu lture. A contributor to Strange 
magaz ine,  Croft is clearly much more 
widely read than many American (and 
British) ufo log ists, and i t  shows here. 
The current obsession  with abductions 
and  crashed saucers, a lthough 
referred to, is p laced in  a much wider 
context. 

There is an extensive d iscuss ion 
of Oobo l l o ,  chaos magic ,  Kenneth 
Grant, H P Lovecroft, science fiction 
(with references to Ion Wotson and  
Ph i l i p  K Dick, a nd o d iscussion of 
Twin Peaks os o paranorma l epic. 

There ore of course cultura l 
differences. The author's involvement 
in a variety of 'consciousness ra is ing '  
events and the genuflections towards 
psychedel ic guru Terrence McKenno 
odd up to o very different orientation .  
l t  a lso has to  be sa id  that i t  is  not 
a lways clear where reportage ends 
and bel ief begins. Even so, without 
necessar i ly endorsin g  a l l  the contents 
and conclusions I con recommend this 
book os provid ing o n  interesting 
a lternative look at modern visions a nd 
bel iefs. 

David Moore h o u se. 
Psychic Warrior: the 
true s tory of the CIA 's 
paranormal espionage. 
Mic h a e l  Joseph, 1996.  
£ 16 .99.  
Let's get o n  thing  stra ight: this book is 
not 'the story of the C l  A's para norma l 
espionage'. lt is on account of the 
author's c la im that after be ing i njured 
duri ng  mi l itary service he was 
enro l l ed i n  a 'remote viewing' team 
which was conducting astral spying 
on a variety of targets. I n  the course 
of this he d iscovered that American 
servicemen hod been infected by 
chemica l weapons un leashed by 
Soddom H usso i n  under the cover of 
burning o i l -wel ls in Kuwa it. The CIA 
is covering th is up for reasons which 
ore not expla ined, so Moorehouse 
b lows the cover. As o result he is 
hounded,persecuted, driven over the 
edge of madness and forced out of the 
Army. Afterwards he writes o n  
account wh ich  reads l ike a script fo r  
on  X-Fi/ss episode, or the Ho l lywood 
film  it is no  doubt destined to be. lt 

David V Barrett. Sects, Cults and A lternative 
Religions: a world survey and handbook. 
Bl a n dford , 1996.  £ 17.99.  
An informed a n d  wel l -rounded survey which tries to tread the fine l i n e  between 
the hysterical condemnation  of the 'cu l t  watchers' and the u ncritical apolog ists of 
the g roups included. 

There is perhaps some lock of c larity about what is meant by 
'alternative' when such a long estab l ished , eminently respectab le ,  and dare one 
soy 'dul l but worthy' g roup os the Un itarians shores space with he more exotic 
fore. On the whole however the coverage is wide rang ing and inclusive. Perhaps  
the on ly  s ign ificant omission is that of po l itical cults such o s  the  fol lowers of 
Lyndon Lorouche. I wou ld  also l i ke to hove seen some of the extensive academic 
l iterature on  alternative rel ig ions l i sted i n  the b i b l iography.  

Of porricu lor i nterest to Magonia readers wi l l  be the sections on  
esoteric and neo-Pogon movements. These include some d iscussion o f  the 
Aetherius Society and the Roel ians. There is a l so brief d iscuss ion of the Satanic 
abuse controversy, reach ing simi lar conclusions to those expressed i n  Mogonia. 

Reviews by Peter Rogerson, except where stated. 

has the ingredients: spooky goings on 
in  both senses of the word , personal 
trauma, room for l ots of sex, lots of 
tears a nd on upbeat end ing . I con 
here the cosh ti l l s  s ing ing .  

As you may hove gathered, I 'm 
not very persuaded by the story, 
though  I imag ine it is to some extent 
based on rea l  events. We k now that 
the CIA was i nvolved in remote 
viewing experiments, a nd no doubt 
more books on  this topic wi l l  be 
written. But this one is just too stogey, 
too pat and too implausib le  to be a 
ha lfway rend ition of what rea l l y  
happened. As  for the  experiments 
themselves, I rema i n  unconvinced that 
they were anything more tha n  another 
barmpot scheme in a long l ine of 
bormpot schemes in which a variety of 
crackpots and con-men hove fleeced 
the American (and not iust the 
American) people of their hard earned 
money. 

J o h n  H eymer. The En­
trancing Flame: the 
facts of spontaneous 
h uman combustion. 
Litt le Brow n ,  1996.  
£ 16 .99 
Retired po l ice officer Heymer avoids 
the scattergun approach to SHC 
d isplayed by Lorry Arnold 's Ablaze, 
and concentrates on modern cases, 
i nc luding some he has investigated 
h imself. He suggests poss ib le mechan­
isms for the p henomenon, avoid ing the 
wilder shores of pseudo-science, and 
insists that the 'wick effect' con 
exp la in  a l l eged SHCs. Whi le 
reasonable in  tone, the book i s  marred 
by the author's very obvious ch ip  on  
the  shoulder a bout his lock of 
quo l ificorions, we get pages of attacks 
on  experts, a long  with 'I was educated 
in the school of hard knocks' type of 
rhetoric, beloved of bar-room bores. 



Pat rick H u yghe. The 
Field Guide to Extrater­
restrials. Avo n  Boo k s ,  
1 996.  $ 1 2.5 0,  £ 1 1 .95.  
I n  the l ate 60's a nd  earl y  70's Potrick 
Huyg he was the pub l isher of on 
exce l lent magazine cal l ed UFO 
Chronicle, which was one of MUFOB's 
earl iest exchange magaz ines. Huyg he 
l ater mover i nto mainstream journal ism, 
but has recently re-emerged in the 
scene os co-editor of The Anomolist. 
Now he  has written this interesting ,  if 
not entirely deadly serious, gu ide to 
UFO occupants. 

Styled after Noncy Arrowsmith's 
Field Guide to the little People it 
contains  i l lustrations (by Harry 
Trumboe) of 49 varieties of occupant, 
a long w�h deta i l s  of a typical case 
featuring each one. The co l lections 
shows how for from being dominated 
by classic 'greys' the occupant reports 
are. Huyghe divides them into several 
brood categories: human, humanoid ,  
amphib ian ,  robotic a nd so one, with 
sub-categories. 

Of particular interest is the 
i l l u stration of the humanoid reported 
by Morius DeWilde. Th is is now 
i nvariab ly  portrayed as the prototype 
l ittle man w�h o big head, but the 
orig inal French newspaper d rawing on 
which Trumboe's i l lustration  is based 
shows something complete ly robotic, 
c loser to Stor Wars' R202. 

Of the cases mentioned, I con 
odd some further deta i l s  to the 
incident at Sa ltwood ,  near Hythe on 
November 16, 1963. Huyghe fol l ows 
the standard a ccount of a shamb l ing ,  
winged 'mothman'-type creature bosed 
on  the report in  The Humanoids, by 
Charles Bowen. However a long ­
forgotten investigation by the equal ly 
long-forgotten Char les Str ickland of 
the London UFO Research 
Organisation (one of BUFORA's 
ancestors} came up with a very 
d ifferent description from one of the 
witnesses. Th is describes o "man with 
a scarlet c loak w�h a fl ickering 
la ntern g iving o white l ight, held to his 
left , the upper port of h i s  body i n  the 
g loom". Stricklond a l so reported that 
from the November 21 onwards other 
g roups of teenagers reported strange 
myths, shooting stars, a human figure 6 
feet to l l  which d isappeared .  On one 
occasion o g irl wa lk ing towards o 
l i g ht saw a dark fig ure, fled ,  the 
b lacked out. ( INTCAT, quoting 
LUFORO Bul letin ,  iv ,S , p .2) 

Huyghe comes to rather non-
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Patrick Huyghe: Hunting aliens by the book 

committa l conc lusions but I doubt he  
wou ld  d isagree too much  with the 
view that the shifting ,  proteon nature 
of such accounts points to the human 
imag ination os the orig in  of these 
images. 

J o h n  A Keel .  Operation 
Trojan Horse, l l l u m i n et,  
PO Box 2808, Lil b u r n e, 
GA 3023 6, USA.  $16.95.  
How do  you review the book which 
b lew our minds a l ifetime ago in  what 
Kee l cal ls i n  h is brief preface to this 
new ed it ion, "the golden age of 
Forteona". Did he rea l ly be l ieve in the 
e lemento l s  os pockets of i nte l l i gent 
e lectromagnetic energy or os shape­
sh ifting boggorts, or were they 
symbols of human psychology and 
culture? Or where they metaphors for 
perceptua l  fa i l i ngs, prejudices, be l ief 
systems and other monocles of the 
mind? 

Crit ics, ta king Keel at his most 
l itera l ,  hove hod o fie l d  day point ing 
out the numerous errors and 
shortcomings of OTH .  But perhaps we 
should not judge pioneering works l ike 
OTH (and Passport to Magonia} by 
todays standards, but see them as 
products of their time: na ive, over­
enthus iastic ,  but b lowing the cobwebs  
off nuts a nd bo lts ufo logy.  For years 
OTH a nd what it represented was out 
of fashion to be replaced, dur ing the 
Second Cold War of the 80's with the 
rev ival of crashed saucers, mi l itary 
conspirac ies and the l ike. Now the 
nuts and bo lts hard men are go ing soft 
at the edges; but they ore pursuing o 
new, post-secularist, l itera l ism of their 
own. But os Kee l says at the end of h is 
preface: "As this shel l -shocked 
century draws to o c lose we ore not 

confronti ng  some splendid 
extraterrestria l  c ivi l isation, we a re 
fac ing ourse lves." 

If you don 't have your own 
treasured ,well -thumbed copy of the 
1970 ed ition ,  buy th is now. My only 
caveat is the lack of o b ib l iography. 

Molly Cox -Ch a p m a n .  
Glimpses o f  Heaven: 
the near-death 
experience. Robert 
H a le ,  1 996.  £ 15 .99 .  

Another co l lection o f  N D E  narratives 
aiming to show "what heaven is l ike", 
and l ike so many of these studies one 
in which critica l ana lysis is not only 
a bsent, but fran kly d iscouraged . 

What struck  me in read ing not 
only this book, but many of its 
predecessors, is that l ike many other 
visionary narratives NDE stories are 
becoming progressively more complex 
and deseculorised. Gl impses of other 
wor lds are growing ,  os is more overt 
rel ig ious imagery. 

What researchers in this fie ld 
seem not a lways to grasp is that we 
ore dea l ing not so much with near­
death experiences, but with near­
death memories. I suspect we should 
view these narratives os works of art, 
assembled from fragments of 
experience, memory, things seen or 
read ,  and crafted into o cultura l ly  
formatted story, o form of modern 
folk lore . 

The fol klo ric nature of at least 
some NDE stories is borne out by at 
least one a ccount presented in this 
book. We a re told  (p.8} that one 
Mode l i ne Lawrence, D irector of 
Nurs ing Research in Hertford H ospita l 
(presumab ly  Hertford , Connecticut) 
whi lst undertaking o survey of coma 

patients encountered one who 
described floating over her body and 
viewing the medical efforts being 
mode to revive her. She then felt 
herself being pul led up through 
several floors of the hospital bui ld ing 
unti l  she found herself outside above 
the roof. She was enjoying the view of . 
the c ity's skyl ine at n ight when out of 
the corner of her eye she sow o red 

. shoe. On waking she told  the story to 
med ical staff who instructed the janitor 
to investigate. Lo and behold he found 
the shoe on the roof. 

The only problem with this tale is 
that it is clearly o somewhat mutilated 
vers ion of o tale told  by K imberley 
Clark, a soc ia l worker ot Horborough 
Medica l  Center, Seattle. (see Suson 
Blackmore, Dying To live, pp. 127-8) In 
the Clerk version of the story the 
perc ip ie nt was 'Moria' , o migrant 
worker. After a heart attack 'Moria ' 
sees her resurrection procedure and 
floats out of the room to o third floor 
ledge. there she encounters o tennis 
shoe. Afterwards she tel l s  her story to 
Ms Clork who sets out to recover the 
shoe herself. Peering through the 
window she notices that, os 'Moria '  
sa id  the  l ittle toe had worn through 
port of the shoe a nd the lace was 
stuck behind the heel .  

Sue Blockmore tried to track 
down the Seottle story, but conc luded: 
"This is one of those cases for which I 
hove been unable to get any further 
information". One must suspect that 
now, whatever its origins, it is o free­
floating fo lk story which wi l l  be, i n  
various versions, attached to  yet more 
hospita ls .  

Though NDE narrators c la ims to 
experience soc ia l  pressures not to 
reveal their experiences, it seems to 
me that now the pressure may be 
go ing the other way. There seems to 
be o strong bel ief that people who 
hove undergone o cardiac arrest 
ought to produce some sort of 
revelotory experience, and if they do 
not there must be something wrong 
with them, or that their memories ore 
somehow inadequate. 

In describ ing the often moving 
stories that make up this book os 
'works of art ' I am not trying to 
denigrate them. Confronting issues of 
deep profund ity is one of the princip le 
functions of art. I hope rather th is 
description steers between the na ive 
l itera l ism of bel ievers and the often 
emphatic d ismissa l s  of sceptics. 



C u rt S u t her ly. Strange 
Encounters: UFOs, 
aliens and monsters 
among us. L l ewel lyn ,  
1 996. £4.99 

The retu rn of another fig u re 
f rom the ear ly  sevent ies. 

S uther ly was a regu la r  
contr ibutor to  another of our  

early exchange magazines ,  
the exce l lent  Careal Emptor. 
T h i s  book col l ects a wide 

range of essays and comment­

a ries on ufology, c rypto­
zoology and g enera l  forteana,  

with a hea lthy sceptic i sm for 
the ETH.  

Suther ly h in ts at the fear 

which  the psyc ho-social  
h ypothesis  invokes. lt 's much  

eas ie r  for the th ings you  fear 

to be scapegoats 'out there'  
which some gung-ho mi l i tary 
type can exorc ise with an 

exocet, rather than the beasts 

in you r  own head.  Once the 

ETH was a bandoned ufo lo­
g ists turned to some very 

strange and manic ideas in 
which they thought  that they 

could program their  own 

real ity. This led to the fear  
tha t  they were being 

persecuted by monsters from 
their  own u nconsciou s .  I n  the 

ear ly to mid 1970's some very 

cu rious th ings happe ned to  
ufologists on both  s ides  of the  
Atlan tic.  Whether  this  was 

down to reading too much  
John  Kee l ,  o r  other causes ,  i s  
a moot point.  

lt i s  good to see some of 

the voices of the seventies 
returning to p rovide an 

a ntidote to Hopkins and the 

rest. 

Alexa n d e r  l m ic h  (ed.) 
Incredible Tales of the 
Paranorm al: document­
ed accoun ts of polter­
geists, levitations, 
phantoms & other 
phenomena. Bra m ble 
Books, 1965.  £ 1 1 .95.  
T h e  b u l k  o f  this book i s  a bout 
something rare ly  encountered these 
days outside the pages of the products 
of the van ity press: physical 
mediumship. lt i ncludes accounts of 
Carmen Mirobel l i , l ndr id i l nd ridason, 
Maty ldo Skrzetvska and Teofil 
Modrze juvski. Herei n  ore recounted 
wonders without measure, inc lud ing 
levitotions, moterio l isotions, opports -
inc lud ing those of people - strange 
l ights and raps. The ful l  monty. 

If on ly  o fraction of what is 
c l a imed in  this book rea l l y  happened 
os described, then everything we know 
about the world is wrong. Th is puts it 
in a very d ifferent category from most 
Fortean a nd paranormal c laims. If o 
p le isiosour were to be found in Loch 
Ness tomorrow, o g igontop ithecus 
would  wal k  into the offices of the 
Oregon Hera ld ,  John Major would 
spontaneously combust, or the 
spaceships la nded on the White House 
lawn, we would be astounded, os a l l  
these th ings ore vonish ing ly  
improbable ,  but the brood canvas of 
our understand i ng of the universe 
would remain unshoken. Telepathy, 
c la irvoyance, even precogn ition cou l d  
s l i p  throug h  some fuzzy boundaries o f  
quantum physics. But the stuff i n  this 
book woul d  tota l ly  col lapse science. 

With such o d ramatic claim we 
would  need o huge volume of 
extraord i nary evidence, hundreds of 
videotopes of seances with dozens of 

J e n n y  R a n d les.  The 
Paranormal Source­
book: the comprehen­
sive guide to strange 
phenomena worldwide. 
Pi a tk u s, 1 996.  £9.99 
A round-up o f  o wide range o f  Forteon 
and paranorma l phenomena , with brief 
histories, current examples, and 
practica l  advice on investigation. The 
materia l  is reasonab ly  presented and 
there is a l ot of useful advice and 
some interesting cases. The prob lem is 
that it is not 'comprehensive' ,  and 
whi le Rond les does wel l  i n  her 
b ib l iography of cryptozoology and 

--------------------------------------------- ----- -

mediums, before we hod a nything to 
set against the weight on consensus 
rea l ity . Rather, what we do get are 
stories of things that happened in 
faraway p laces a long time ago. Even 
taking these stories at anything l i ke 
face value sti l l  l eaves  trickery os the 
only poss ib le exp lanation. What ore 
the a lternatives? Why shou ld spir�s of 
the deported engage in  rid iculous 
party tricks? If these ab i l ity ore 
natural human ones, why ore they not 
put to practical use? Ectoplasm woul d  
make on  exce l l ent emergency wound 
dressing. 

I con surel y  soy that never whi le 
read ing this book d id I ever feel for a 
moment that I was doing a nythi ng 
other than reod ing accounts of 
con juring tricks. The h i larious 
photographs at the front of the book, 
for instance o man with a bog over 
his head, were even less convincing. 
What did strike me, particularl y  in the 
accounts of Moty ldo Skrzetuska's 
seances, was that the ideo of the 
sitters os a passive audience to a 
performing med ium was qu ite wrong. 
in  many cases the audience ore the 
ones playing the tricks. 

This suggests that the rea l 
s ignificance of these seances was o 
socia l  one: in the a nonymous 
darkness of the seance room 
otherwise sta id people could let their 
hair down and indulge i n  a wide 
range of h orsep lay and sexual  
encounter. When infra-red 
photography brought the end of 
anonymity this brought d iscomfort and 
embarrassment not just for the medium. 
Equa l ly ,  physica l  med iumship seances 
hove been put out of business by 
television ,  othe r  forms of enterta inment, 
and changing sexua l mores. 

poltergeists, for example, in other 
areas such a psychic research  she 
manages to ovoid nearly everything of 
va lue, whi le invoking dross such os 
Borden 's Psychic Pets. (Putting my 
money where my mouth is, I 'd start 
with Richard Broughton 's 
Parapsychology, the controversial 
science (1991) and Jomes Alcock's 
Parapsychology, Science or Magic 
(1981) os g iv ing comprehensive, 
reasonab le and non-polemica l 
arguments, pro and con). But I don 't 
want to end on o sour note, with some 
revis ion and rather more read ing 
round the subjects, future ed itions 
could make rea l l y  useful introductions. 

J a n e  Gol d m a n .  The X­
Files Book of the 
Unexplained, Vol /1. 
S i m o n  a n d  Sc h u ster,  
1996. £ 1 7.99 (but being 
heavi ly d i s co u nted in  
m a ny s h ops). 
With o title l i ke this you expect on 
exp lo itation p iece. What you get, 
woven around X�Files scripts, is o 
rather good, sane, ba lanced 
introduction to the Forteon/poranormol 
fie ld .  The volume covers topics such 
as freaks (done qu ite tasteful l y), 
conspiracy theories, urban  legends, 
moss hysteria, weather a nomal ies, 
CETI a nd a very sensib le  piece on 
abductions. 

Not a lways easy going (not 
he lped by being yet another victim of 
the fashion for printing text on dark 
backgrounds), but if X-Files tons ore 
tempted to extend their knowledge of 
the paranorma l they could do a lot 
worse than buy this volume, and its 
predecessor. 

Matthew Fox a n d  
R upert S h e l d rake. The 
Physics of A ngels: 
exploring the realm 
where science and 
spirit meet. H a rpe r 
Col l i n s , 1 996.  £9.99 
When I received o review copy o f  th is 
book I at first assumed that the title 
was meant metaphorica l ly ,  a nd 
expected to be reviewing some 
interesting if contentious fringe p hysics. 
But no, it is meant litera l ly: these guys 
bel ieve in a ngels and this is on  attempt 
to interpret the ideas of Thomas 
Aqu inos, H i ldegard of Bingen and 
Dionysius the Areopog ite in  terms of 
modern science. 

However no attempt at 
modernisation con hide the fact that 
for these authors the rot set in with 
Copernicus, and it's been downhi l l  
ever s ince. Though Sheldro ke is o 
b io log ist he real ly doesn't l ike science 
or scientists, and we get the fam i l iar  
rants about 'mechanistic' and 
'materia l i stic' science. Fox, the 
theologian, sets out to be marg ina l l y  
more conci l iatory and at  times has to 
concede that the opinions of their 
med ieval heroes were not a lways, wel l ,  
'po l itica l l y  correct' by  today 's nice, 
worm, g reen standards. They do  not 
however ful l y  take on  board that in  the 
middl e  ages they would hove been 
regarded os heretics a nd burnt at the 



stoke. Nor do they seem to be wi l l ing 
to accept that the d isenchantment with 
nature, which they deplore, was not o 
product of materia l i sm, but of trends 
within the Judaeo-Christian trad ition 
wh ich emphasised the transcendence 
of God and the powers He had given 
to mankind over profune nature. 
Indeed, early 'material i stic' scientists, 
with their owe of the natural world 
often sought to re-socral ise nature. 

Angels ceased to be central to 
Christi an  though as hierarchical feudal 
societies, i n  which the monarch's 
power fi ltered down through layers of 
feudal tenants, gave way to a 
centralised state in which mediating 
forces between the king and his 
subjects were removed. Heaven, 
always created in the image of earthly 
society, natural ly  followed suit. 

A l l a n  Kel le h ea r. 
Experiences Near Death: 
beyond medicine and 
religion. O xford U. P. , 
1 996.  £ 16.99 
In  t h i s  important add ition to the NOE 
l iterature Australian sociologist 
Kellehear explores the socio-cultural 
perspectives. He argues that both 
reductive physiological and l iteralist 
quasi-rel igious interpretations of N DE 
foi l  to take into account the socio­
cultural background and meaning of 
the narratives. He offers a critique for 
instance of Susan Blockmore's 
physiological model of the N DE 
pointing out that the tunnel motif is not 
un iversal but rather a product of 
Western culture. (He coul d  hove 
added that it was by no means 
un iversal even in the West until 
popularised by Moody. I hove often 
wondered if the med ia tal k  of Black 
Holes and wormholes to alternate 
un iverses, much in vogue in the mid 
7 0s when the N DE was launched, had 
something to do with this.) 

Kelleheor ties the growth of 
i nterest i n  the NDE to the rel igious and 
social changes which hove lead to the 
g rowth of the 'New Age', and suggest 
that the images of afterl ife in NDE 
narratives reflect on aspiration for on 
ordered, ideal ,  utopian society. I th ink 
we shou ld  be careful a bout suggesting 
that these images must reflect current 
concerns, because they hove a long 
h i story doting back to the last century. 
In many ways they reflect the ideal 
society of reformers of that period ; the 
earnest world of rational  entertai nment 
and self improvement. 

Math i a s  Gardel l .  
Countdown to 
A rmageddon: Louis 
Farrakhan and the 
Nation of /slam. H u rst  
and Co. ,  1 996. £ 14.95.  
This i s  the first major academic study 
of the 'Block Musl ims' since the 
creation of the second Notion of Islam 
group under Forrokhan. Foe Mogonio 
readers the main  interest wi l l  be in the 
extent to which popular fol klore has 
absorbed elements of popular culture. 
In particular, it is the portrayal of 
Farrakhon os a UFO contoctee i n  the 
tradition of George Adamski and 
George Kind. In  Notion of Islam 
theology flying saucers are baby 
p lanes which carry messengers of God , 
and ore emissions from the giant 
mother sh ip  or 'Mother Plane' 
i nhabited by God. This is  the some as 
Ezekiel's Wheel. 

Forrokhon claims to have v isited 
the Mother Plane in a vision which 
took p lace i n  the Mexican hamlet of 
Tepotzlon. In th is vision he walked to 
the top of a mountain where a UFO 
appeared, and he was token on board 
in a beam of l ight. Th is UFO, with an 
inv is ib le pi lot, took h im to the Mother 
P lane where he heard the voice of 
El ijah Muhommet who revealed that 
he was sti l l  a l ive Farrokhon then had a 
'scrol l '  implanted in h is head, which 
gave h im the commission to lead his 
people i n  the Lost Days. The 
information in  this 'scrol l '  was to be 
revealed when the rig ht time comes. 

time to give his final warning to the US 
Government. On waking he forgets the 
v ision, only to be reminded of it in the 
great Mexican earthquake two days 
later. 

At Armageddon the baby planes 
wil l be used to destroy the Whites by 
using powerful dynamite bombs. The 
US Government's 'Star Wars' 
programme was on attempt to combat 
this, and the Chal lenger shuttle was a 
spy plane destroyed by them. 

On a brooder level, for those l ike 
myself who had only a hazy notion of 
the Nation of I s lam, what i s  a 
revelation is just how rad ical ly un­
l slomic it i s ,  with on i deology of semi­
polytheism which one imagines must 
come close to being the epitome of 
heresy for devout orthodox Mus l ims. 
The doctri ne  of the physical nature of 
God suggests borrowings from 
Mormonism, and possible thence back 
to Mugg leton ionism, with elements of 
theosophy and I AM thrown i n. 

lt is i ron ic that such a radical 
anti-Western and ont i- Europeon 
ideology appears to owe more to 
European occu ltism and popular 
pseudoscience than to Islam. Even the 
movement's racism, which Gorde l l  
seeks to gloss over seems to  be a 
transplanted form of l ate n ineteenth 
century Aryonosophy, with the word 
'Block' substituted for 'Aryan'  in an 
almost mechanical matter. Thus do 
rel igions of the oppressed borrow from 
their oppressors. There is an 
interesting aside on the radical Right's 
courtsh ip  of Farrokhan , particularly 
such Th ird Position activists os Patrick 
Horr ington ,  one time wou ld -be 
counsellor and publ i sher. 

Sta nton T. Fried m a n .  
Top Secret/MAliC, 
Michael  O'Ma ra,  1997.  
£15 .99 

The front cover describes the author os 
"Nuclear Physicist Stanton T. 
Friedman". The author tel l s  us about 
h i s  early life, his i nvol vement with 
classified nuclear propulsion projects 
and now his  i nterest in UFOs began i n  
the late 195 0s. At one time h e  was 
employed briefly to "back-engineer 
flying saucers" ( ! ) at McDonnel l 
Douglas under Or Robert Wood , a 
scientist with a long-time i nterest in  
UFOs. 

Friedman soon become a true 
nuts and bolts ETHer, loud ly proclaim­
i ng the government conspiracy thesis, 
and in the 7 0s coined the term 
"Cosmic Wotergote", which now 
features prominently in h is lectures 
and writings. With numerous lectures, 
articles, papers, books and even a CD­
ROM he is total ly dedicated to this 
central thesis ,  to the point of obsession. 

This book i s  the extraordinary 
detective story of a dedicated man's 
quest to resolve the question of the 
(in)fomous Mojestic- 12, or MJ - 12, 
papers that surfaced i n  June 1987. 
Although much was written on these 
documents at the time, very few 
ufologists now take them seriously. The 
majority hove non time for them and 
d i smiss them out of hand .  Even Tim 
Good, once a firm bel iever in them, 
has now reversed his stance. Friedman, 
one of the trio who first promoted MJ-
12 in  the USA, has one ad vantage: he 
has done exhaustive research i n  
official l ibraries and  archives (for more 

He is then token back on board the 
'baby plane', shown the new Jerusalem, 
then deposited in Wash ington, DC in �������������������������� than anyone else) for at �a� 15 year� 

Michael  Stoeber a n d  H u go Mey n e l l  (ed s. )  Critical examin ing a mass of official docu-

Reflections on the Paranormal. S U N Y ,  1 9 96. ments of every conceivable kind. 

Th is is a col lection of eight papers on those aspects of psychical research 
His pro MJ- 12 arguments look 

deal ing with surv ival of bodi ly  death. the contr ibutors are theolog ians and 
conv incing at first. In foct all of them 

ph i losophers at a number of un iversities in Canada and the USA. Despite its title, 
ore refutable, but it is most un l i kely 

this col lection is scarcely critical , most contributors being strong proponents of 
that anyone, whether scientist or 

the reality of survival. 
ufologist ,  wi l l  take the troub le to rebut 

Though several of the writers argue as though parapsychology were 0 
them. To perform this would require a 

radical new paradigm chal lenging the bastions of the scientific establ ishment, 
book in itself and such a book would  

there is  l ittle sense of youthful ardour i n  these pages; many of t he  contributions 
not sel l a s ing le copy; nobody gets 

hove a curiously old-fashioned feel and could easi ly hove been written 5 0 ,  60 
credit for exposing credul ity. 

or even 100 years ago. there is also a detectable whiff of that mixture of 
At several p laces I get the 

i nte l lectual and social snobbery that seems to be the hal lmark of psychical 
impression that Stan, and of course 

research these days. 
others, hove been taken for a manu-

Thus, both Meynel l ,  a professor of rel igious stu d ies and Dovid Ray 
mental ride over MJ-12, and that Ston 

Griffin, a professor of theology, end up arguing from authority by l isti ng 
was mode to look a sucker from the 

impressive names from a bygone era, and basically a rgu ing 'how con such first-
start. For instance, he has always 

class minds be deceived?' One con point out that members of the i ntel l igencia 
claimed that the double l ife of Donold 

hove bel ieved all sorts of remarkable th ings without makin g  them true. One 
Menzel ,  the only real surprise member 

could  also point out that some of the names l i sted , Ol iver Lodge  for i nstance, 
on the MJ-12 l ist, was completely 

were already fossi l s  in their own l ifetime. 
unknown u nti l  he (Friedman) began 



researching it after the names of the 
twelve were first revealed to him in 
early 1985. Since no forger could 
possibly hove known about Menzel's 
hidden l ife, Friedman  concludes that 
the fact that Menzel appears on the 
MJ-12 1 ist is a powerful indicator that 
the papers ore genuine. Menzel 's 
three anti-UFO books were therefore 
pure deception and d is informotion. 
Friedman never considers the 
possibi l ity that the forger put Menzel 
on the MJ-12 l ist os a try-on, throwing 
a chal lenge to the UFO movement - to 
see how many suckers would fall for it. 
On page 233 he g ives 13 items under 
Menzel 's "connections and talents", 
all of which were, he says, unknown 
to anyone before 1985 . In fact most of 
these "talents", such os being on 
expert cryptonolyst and being an 
expert at Japanese, are entirely 
irrelevant. They are only relevant if 
one is a lready a committed bel iver in 
crashed saucers and the "Cosmic 
Watergote". This is the crucial point. 
Menzel 's cla imed "continuous 
association with the NSA for 30 years" 
and his Top Secret Ultra c learance 
with the US Navy are listed . So is the 
fact that Menzel made frequent trips to 
New Mexico on government business 
in 1947-48, and the fact that he 
suddenly left a job in  the summer of 
1947 to join "some very h igh ly 
classified project" (as told by an  
unnamed scientist to  the author 35  
years later). Menzel was indeed a 
consultant in 1947-48 in New Mexico 
on classified work for the USAF; it had 
nothing whatever to do with Roswel l  
or crashed saucers. 

The forger hod no need to know 
about Menzel 's double l �e to list him 
on MJ - 12. Had Ston checked on the 
other MJ-12 members he would hove 
doubtless unearthed similar 
associations and "secret l ives". 
Menzel's inclusion is thus a complete 
red herring, a nd Stan's pa instaking 
research on him to confirm MJ-12's 
existence was a wasted effort, and on 
expensive one to boot. 

On page 70 Friedman remarks 
about the "incredib le coinc idence" of 
someone before him finding out o dote 
of a meeting between Trumon and 
Waiter Bedel l  Smith of the CIA on I 
August 1950. Only on insider, he says, 
could have pul led such a date out of 
the a ir. Is he real ly so naive as not to 
twig that another ufologist hod 
obviously done the same research o 
bit earl ier, and hod thus put the critical 
date on the MJ- 12 papers? Moreover, 

He has done 

exhaustive 
research in  

official 
l ibrar ies and 
arch ives (far  

more than 
anyone else) 
for at least 

15 years, 
I I 

exam1n 1ng a 
mass of 
off icial 

documents 
of every 

conce ivable 
kind 

I think Friedman knows ful l  well who 
that person is. No it was not on 
insider or i ndeed anyone within the 
inte l l igence community. 

On page 24 we learn that Bi l l  
Moore, soon after initia l ly receiving 
the MJ- 12 stuff i n  December 1984, 
read out the names of the 12 over the 
phone to Friedman .  Friedman then 
immediately cal led to mind Wilbert 
Smith's self-styled "Top Secret" memo 
of November 1950 naming Vannevor 
Bush, which related how UFOs were 
supposedly c lassified higher than the 
H -Bomb; Stan then rea l ised how a l l  
the names bar one (Menzel) were 
perfectly fitted for the MJ- 12 task. 
Everything seemed to fal l  into p lace; 
the "Cosmic Wotergate" was thus 
confirmed. A l ess gu l l ib le researcher, 
not obsessed with conspiracy mania, 
would hove rea l ised at once that the 
appearance of Bush, and others, on 
the l ist pointed the opposite way. 
namely that o clever ufologist had 
used the Smith memo as a starting 
point and then bui lt up on e laborate 
forgery from it (as I showed in Orbitsr 
and UFO Brigontio in 1990). Friedman 
knows ful l  wel l  that the Smith memo 
was circulating withi n  UFO c ircles 
long before 1984, since it was he who 
first distributed it. 

Similarly, Genera l Twining's 
"sudden" departure for New Mexico 
during the period of the Roswel l  crash 
is token os virtua l  proof that he was 
heavily involved with this i ncident 
(page 42). There is a perfectly simple 
explanation for Twining's presence in 
New Mexico at the time (which, l ike 
Menzel ,  was nowhere near Roswel l ), 
os Robert Todd has shown. A 
document has been found giving the 
answer and this was mentioned in  the 
1994 USAF Roswel l  Report, but Stan 
Friedman chooses to ignore it. 

The Truman signature? lt was 
Ston who first drew attention in  1987 
to its remarkable similarity to o 
signature on a nother, genuine, Trumon 
memo (without d isplaying it for 
comparison). He avoided saying how 
he had located this memo long before 
1984 and hod g iven it to Bi l l  Moore. 
In 1989 when the genuine memo was 
final ly rediscovered (by Phi l  K lass) 
Friedman went overboard to persuade 
everyone that the two signatures were 
not a l ike after a l l !  

The Robert Cutler memo, by 
virtue of its identical phraseology to 
an earl ier, genuine Cutler memo, is 
likewise paraded os genuine when a l l  
that has happened is that once aga in  

the same c lever ufologist, who hod got 
hold of the original  memo (most prob­
ab ly d irectly from Friedman), simply re­
used the Cutler phrase to make the 
phoney memo look authentic. 

Friedman tota l ly ignores the hard 
evidence showing that Admiral Hi l len­
koetter, after qu itting NICAP and after 

· reading Menzel 's second book, hod 
virtua l ly  become o UFO sceptic by 
1963. He even wrote to Menzel 
thanki ng him for the book. and congrat­
u lating h im on �s contents; addressing 
him as "Or Menzel"  and signing 
h imself ''R.H. H i l lenkoetter". I n  fact the 
two men scarcely knew each other. 
Some actions for a man who knew a l l  
a bout the Roswel l  crash a nd served os  
o c lose buddy to Menzel on  the same 
top secret committee for 16 years! 

One can go on and on . The 
conclusion is a lways the some, i.e. 
whenever on  "unusual "  coincidence of 
dates, names or events is found it is 
token as further evidence of MJ-12's 
vo l id�y. The obsession with conspir­
acy and cover-ups is so ingra ined in 
the author that I suspect that even if 
the forger were to make a publ ic 
confession ,  li'iedman would cla im it 
wos a l l  o d isinformotion p lot by the 
CIA, NSA or whatever. 

On page 143 li'iedman l ists what 
he coi ls h is top ten "debunker princ­
iples of logic". Al l without exception 
could equa l ly wel l  be described os 
"bel iever principles of logic". 
Moreover in  the book Stan is c learly 
gu i lty of employing (or misusing) every 
one of his own principles. 

Some further MJ- 12 documents 
have appeared since the "big three" 
were released in 1987, including a 
h i larious 30-page "Group Operations 
Manual". And how did it arrive? 
Anonymously on a rol l  of 35 mm film, 
exactly os the original documents! 
Friedman says research on this "awaits 
funding". T he only certain thing that 
con be said about it is that it is a l l  
destined for the garbage can of 
ufological "junk mai l ". 

To give him credit, Stan Friedman 
has little time for Bob lazar and the 
Area 51 ta les. Nor does he hove o ny 
faith in the Sonti l l i  autopsy film. 
Roswel l  is d ifferent - the greatest story 
of a l l  time. There were two crashes, 
not one. And the truth will out, prob­
ably by the mil lennium. Funny, but I 
hove heard that the truth a bout a l ien 
abductions is a lso expected at about 
that time. 

Ro l l  on 2001. Arthur C. Clorke, 
are you l istening? Christoph6r All6n 
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Satanism in the Suburbs 
White Magic, an autobiography of the 

famous conjuror Jasper Moskelyn, 

publ ished in 1936, gives an interesting 

historical perspective on 

contemporary stories of Sotonism in 

the suburbs. Maskelyne te l ls of a 

fellow conjuror who col lapsed during 

a stage performance and later 

committed suicide. Reports said he 

was suffering from il l health and 

overwork. Maskelyn, of course, knew 

the 'rea l  reason': he hod joined a sect 

of 'devi l worshippers ' in the hope of 

l earning some new tricks to use on 

stage. "If ever a roon was a martyr to 

h is art, that i l lusionist was the one!", 

Moskelyn decla ims. 

The first meetings of the sect 

were innocuous, but before long he 

was drawn into deeper things 

including a Witches Sabbath at which 

"fi lthy b lasphemies took place which 

cannot be described i n  a decent 

book". Typica l ly, these ceremonies 

included "several people of o notional 

reputation . .  including o banker, o 

famous film ocress and two leading 

financiers." Any offers os to identities? 

After revea l i ng these events to a 

horrified Maskelyn, his friend 

revea led that the next meeting he was 

to attend would take place at o house 

on Bornes Common - just down the 

rood from John Dee Cottage. 

Moskelyn was determined to protect 

his col leoge, and drove out to Bornes. 

H id ing at the side of the double 

garage where the ceremony was to 

take place, he careful ly knocked a 

hole in the wal l  with a nai l .  Through 

this aperture he witnesses a Black 

Moss, at the c l imax of which a cock 

was sacrificed and the participants 

T H f 

"flung off their c loaks, stepp ing 

forward naked, and l icking at the 

b lood of the sti l l -flapp ing bird . "  

Moskelyn left after this, as i n  fact 

his friend hod not turned up to the 

event. However as Maskelyn 

d iscovered the next day this was 

because he had committed suicide that 

very morning. Moskelyn concludes 

this account with the warni ng that "our 

asylums and prisons ore fed every 

year with a shocking number of 

persons who hove dabbled i n  

Saton ism and ended in madness or  

worse. Not  long  ago a famous 

detective (Peter Rogerson ,  who 

d iscovered this account, suggests this 

may hove been the famous Fabian of 

the Yard) stated that Devil -worship 

was responsible for a large proportion 

of the crimes aga inst very sma l l  

chi ldren that take place annua l ly" .  

Th is seems to be a strikingly 

close para l le l  to recent Satanic panics, 

and we would be interested to learn of 

any other similar accounts from the 

twenties a nd thirties. Incidently, a 

casua l search has so for foiled to 

reveal the identity of the big house on 

Bornes Common. 

Verbal Abuse 

A couple of  cuttings wh ich hove 

come our way hove reported on 

chi l dren's toys with computerised 

voices wh ich hove started spouting 

obscene or threatening language. 

The Svnday Telegraph of 23 

February pictures Ryon Thompson 

(5) of Newcastle on Tyne with his 

'S i l ly Sentences' electronic spel l i ng 

book, which reportedly started "o 

stream of laughter and expletives". 

Another report, which seems to hove 

B A C K P A G f 

Separated at Birth 
Another remarkable family resemblance is brought to our attention by 

Mogonio s cyber-ed itor Mark Pi lkington. The object i n  the top drawing is from 

o 1939 Flash Gordon comic strip (Dovid Kyle : A Pictorial History of SF). The 

drawing underneath, token from Tim Goodds Above Top Secret is of an  object 

reported from the Canary Is lands in June 1976. I wonder if they could be in any 

woy related?  You bet. 

sl ipped through our fingers, tel ls of o 

ta lking do l l  which began shouting 

"Ki l l !  K i l l !" .  In neither case did the 

reporters soy that they hod heard the 

offend ing item to check just how 

audib le the supposed message was. 

This sounds l ike a new panic in the 

making. Presumable the Satanic 

messages wi l l  be next. Keep a careful 

eye on your loca l  paper. ••• 


