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Interpreting contemporary vision and belief 

THE ROGER SANDELL 

MEMORIAL CO M PET IT ION 

£JDDprize 

Entries are invited for an essay competition in memory of Roger 
Sandell on a theme which can be seen as " interpreting contem­
porary vision and belief", and which reflects the contributions 
Roger Sandell has made to this magazine. Some suggested 
topics are: contemporary beliefs about Satanism and their so­
cial effects, fringe political influences in ufology, moral panics 
and the news media, the historical context of contemporary be­
liefs, and the treatment of anomalous experiences or phenom­
ena by researchers. This list is not intended to be comprehen­
sive, and entrants are invited to contact the Editor to discuss if a 
proposed topic would be suitable. 

RULES: 

1. Entry is open to any reader, except those listed as editors of Magonia in this issue. 
There is no entrance fee. 

2. Each entry must be the original and unpublished work of the entrant and must not 
be submitted elsewhere for award or publication before 30st April 1998. 

3. Entries must be between 4,000 and 5,000 words, not including notes and refer­
ences, but entrant's must avoid lengthy footnotes. Entries must be typed, double­
spaced on one side of A4 paper, with a sheet giving the title, and the entrant's name 
and address. Entries must be posted to John Rimmer, John Dee Cottage, 5 James 
Terrace, Mortlake Churchyard, London, SW14 8HB, United Kingdom, in time to be 
received by the closing date of 31st March 1998. Entries sent on disk, by fox or e-
m ail are not acceptable. 

4. Entries will be judged by John Rimmer, John Harney and Kevin McCiure, and the 
winner will receive a prize of £100. No correspondence will be entered into. The 
judges reserve the right to withhold the prize if they consider that no entry reaches a 
sufficiently high standard. 

5. The winning entry will be published in a forthcoming issue of Magonia. The Editors 
may wish to publish other entries by agreement with the authors. 



I first came across a young 
American called Lorry Warren in the 
spring of 1 983. He was 21 going o� 
22, living in New England a nd had 1ust 
given a statement to authors Lorry 
Fawcett and Berry Greenwood for 
their forthcoming book about Ameri­
can government UFO documents. This 
was to be published in  1 984 as Clear 
Intent. 

Warren was allegi ng that 
he was an eyewitness to what a re now 
the infamous Rendlesham Forest en­
counters from December 1 980. He 
was ex-USAF then based in the UK 
and had chosen to speak out once 
back home. In 1 983 th is was major 
news, because he was the first m ilitary 
witness to publicly do so. Indeed the 
case was not yet widely known to the 
British public and virtually unknown in  
the USA. 

The only published refer­
ences had come from my stories i n  
Flying Saucer Review and a more de­
tailed summer 1 982 set of a rticles in 
the part-work The Unexplained. This 
was based on little more than a set of 
anecdotes collected from villagers in 
Suffolk by local paranormal re­
searcher Brenda Butler and her friend 
(and BUFORA member) Dot Street. 

Pretty well all we knew for 
certa in was that in the few days im­
mediately after Christmas 1 980 some­
thing strange had been seen in  the 
East Anglian sky, cutti ng the coast 
near Lowestoft. Civilians had wit­
nessed it. Watton had tracked it d is­
appearing off screen into Rendlesham 
Forest as it went below radar  cover­
age. Several locals had stories to tell 
of unusual military activity in the 
woods and of damage to the trees. 
However, the B ritish government had 
constantly rejected all my efforts to get 
them to admit a nythi ng in writing be­
tween early 1 98 1  and 1 983. As a re­
sult much of the British UFO commu­
nity thought Brenda, Dot and I were 
mad to keep pressing this case. 

However, Brenda did have 
one USAF witness from the twin 
NATO air  bases (Bentwaters and 
Woodbridge). He had befriended her 
and knew of her interest in the para­
normal. On 6 January 1 981 - only ten 
days or so after the events - he had 
confided in  her about his alleged in­
volvement i n  the amazi ng series of 
events that hid behind those tales of 
lights in the sky and holes in the forest. 

This witness has always 
been a huge problem for me. To th is 
day I have never met 11Steve Roberts, -

as Brenda insisted we call h im in our 
writings. He talked to Brenda but was 
reluctant to come forward afterwards, 
even though he was in  Brita i n  for sev­
eral years. But there a re some very 
interesting thi ngs about this mystery 
man's story. Roberts told Brenda what 
he did a full week before Charles Halt 
penned the now-famous memo to the 
British MoD about th is case. He also 
gave the date of the first set of events 
in that conversation as the early hours 
of 26 December. This conflicted with 
all later testimony and I only myself 
became sure that the true date for the 
first sighti ng was indeed 26 December 
years later. One of the key witnesses 
(John Bu rroughs) assured me when we 
met in Arizona that th is was the cor­
red night and Halt simply got his re­
port wrong because he filed it from 
memory some weeks later. So Steve 
Roberts in itially fed Brenda the correct 
date - even though ( intrigui ngly) he al­
tered it to 27 December in later con­
versations. 

According to Roberts he 
was one of a security patrol that went 
out into the forest in response to a 
UFO that had u crashed, there. Once 
in the woods he saw a landed craft 

with strange little child-like beings 
suspended in beams of light. The 
overall wing commander -Brigadier 
General Gordon Williams - was out 
there in the woods and com municated 
with these beings using sign language 
as the USAF guarded the damaged 
craft. This was eventually repaired by 
the aliens a nd took  off again. 

Frankly absu rd as this story 
sounds, it struck a chord with me. 
When Brenda told it to me she could 
not have known that it matched pre­
cisely the story told to the staff at RAF 
Watton on Monday 29 December 
1 980. This was when USAF i ntelli­
gence officers had visited them. That 
visit was to take away for study the 
film of all their radar track ings for the 
p receding weekend. I still have my 
notes penned from my first conversa­
tion  in late January 1 98 1  with that op­
erator at Watton. 

The radar operator ex­
pla ined how the i ntelligence officers 
had described the UFO com ing i nto 
the forest, the aliens, the contact with 
the base commander a nd other details 
that m irrored the story told to Brenda 
8 days later a nd independently by 
Steve Roberts. But the American intel-
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ligence guys also added various ot�er 
th ings when talking to Watton. For In­
stance, they told how a commanding 
officer was taken from a party on  
base a nd went into the woods to  in­
vestigate. His equipment suffered 
electrical interference but he tape re­
corded live the encounter with U FOs. 
All of this evidence was only estab­
lished as fad years later when Charles 
Halt became publicly associated with 
the case. In January 1 981 it was as 
dubious as the aliens talking to Gor­
don Williams by sign language. 

When Barry Greenwood 
first wrote to me in the spri ng of 1 983 
he sent me a copy of Lorry Warren's 
statement. lt was obvious that what 
Warren had to say was a close match 
to the stories fed to Brenda (via Steve 
Roberts) and to me (via Watton radar 
a nd USAF intelligence). Warren - to 
whom Greenwood and Fawcett were 
ascribing the pseudonym u Art Wal­
lace" because of fears for his safety ­
had a more graphic account to relate 
and mentioned no aliens at first. But in 
essence his tale of the landed craft 
and the high number of military per­
sonnel was consistent. Indeed, not 
long afterwards Warren added the 
involvement of little aliens and of the 
presence of Gordon Williams stand­
ing by them. These further enh�nc�d 
the strangeness of his tale, wh1ch m­
eluded interrogation in some vast un­
derground complex, sighting a� 
11alien11 behind some screen, bemg 
shown film of the USAF links with ali­
ens and much more that turned h is 
story into possibly the most incredible 
UFO tale ever placed on record. 

From the late eighties on­
ward there were stories that Warren 
was planning a book, but its publica­
tion  kept getting postponed. �finally 
appeared in June 1 997. 

Since its publication I have 
been swamped by requests to com­
ment on this 490-page epic- not only 
because of my long first-hand asso­
ciation with this case, but because it is 
generally less than favourably d is­
posed towards my own involvement 
on the few occasions that it is d is­
cussed. 

The only 11rival" book that 
seems to exist in so fa r as Warren and 
Robbins a re concerned is Sky Crash -
which Brenda Butler, Dot Street and I 
published in 1 984. That has been out 
of print for a decade so is hardly a 
threat. Although they express several 
derogatory remarks bordering on the 
libellous (even calling it Sky Trash at 
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one point!) there is a remarkable exercise re-reading Sky Crash in the encounter occurred outside Wood- training course be followed before 
omission. In a lmost 500 pages there is light of what we now know. One of bridge. There were four mil itary wit- this status was approved. Halt told me 
not one reference by these authors to the key witnesses - John Burroughs nesses and I know the names of them he has seen the records that confirm 
my own more recent book about this (the only man involved on both main all. Two of these four went into the this, but Warren publishes contrary 
case - From out of the Blue. This is nights) - told me in 1 989 he hod not forest a nd encountered a UFO just reports in his book which appear to 
very odd. They certainly know about read the book until then because an- above the ground. I have spoken with refute Halt's claim. This is a huge im-
it, for it is listed by them in the bibliog- other witness (I con guess who) told them both. The U FO was tracked on posse. 
raphy (under an incorrect title!). This him it was *trash*. When he d id so he radar by several sites and seen on In Left at East Gate Warren 
book was never published in the UK stayed up a l l  night to finish it. he  told departure. The men were disorien- quotes Halt as expressing doubts 
but is hardly unknown in the USA. lt me he was very surprised to find that toted and a search was mounted after about his story. Ho� has hod similar 
was reviewed in depth by the US U FO the truth was in there mixed with bo- radio contact was lost on base. There things to say to me. He told me that 
com munity and hod two editions (a gus yarns that we hod been told by is a possibility of a time lapse. NO before reading the book he knew War-
1 991 softbock and a 1 992 moss mar- *wannobees* off base who were not aliens were seen, but the UFO was ex- ren was not involved with h im on the 
ket paperback). involved in the case but wished that troordinory a nd distorted space and night of 27/28 December, nor on duty. 

Whilst biased, of course, I they hod been. later Charles Halt told time as wel l  as swamping the forest But he gave him the benefit of the 
hove to say that I find it incredible that me something sim ilar. with an electrical field. doubt and thought he might have been 
anybody could write such a huge text Placing lorry Warren's Early on 26 December the there on the less wel l  known third 
about this case a nd yet totally ignore story into the right slot is for from British police visited the traces found night. However, after reading the 
the content of one of only two previ- easy. Is he a genuine witness to a pe- in the forest. Infra-red radiation was book the Colonel says it is clear that 
ous books penned about the matter. ripherol event, one of these *wonno- detected by on A-10  sent on on over- Warren is a l leging that he was there 
The total omission of any discussion of bees* or someone exaggerating the flight. The official investigation began. on the same night os Halt. This he 
the second book (which I regard os truth or even making it up� There may hove been sightings that struggles to accommodate. 
far more accurate than Sky Crash for From out of the Blue is night, but I hove not talked to any wit- I have preferred to build 
many reasons) is a serious indication more accurate than Sky Crash be- nesses (unless Warren is one). my outline of what occurred around 
of the shortcomings and bios of left at cause it was written later with the evi- On Saturday 27 December the testimony of those witnesses who 
East Gate. dence of more witnesses. I hove the an officers' party at Woody's was in- all tell me a consistent story. Halt says 

Here I should add that I do chronology· more correct in there (a I- terrupted by the return of the UFOs, that this is his primary concern os well. 
have a third book about Rendleshom though I now know not exactly correct) os reported by night security chief Lt He and these men know they saw fan-
coming myself. This was written be- and the general ou�ine of the two Bruce E nglund. Colonel Halt was tastic things. lt is hard enough living 
fore I ever sow Left at East Gate (a I- main events is fairly set. But there is charged with the responsibi l ity to go with that in the mil itary and trying to 
though I have added a few notes at much that I now hove in more detail into the forest and sort things out be- be believed. Ha�, Burroughs, Pennis-
page proof stage). My submitted title and that is why Friend or Foe? puts the cause the commander (T ed Conrod) ton (in my view the three crucial wit-
is Friend or Foe? - although I fear the case into what I believe to be the true ordered him to do so. He took nesses to this case) ore a l l  adamant 
publ ishers (Biandford) intend to give it perspective. I leave open precisely Englund, Greg Nevells (from the dis- that there were no aliens, that the craft 
a more zippy appellation (the rather how we should slot Warren's account aster preparedness team) and several was less sol id than some media yarns 
dire UFO Crash Landing). This is due into the story - largely because his tale others. John Burroughs - one of the profess and that Brigadier General 
to appear in early 1 998 and is an ex- does not wel l  match the bulk of the two key witnesses from the first sight- Gordon Will iams was definitely not 
press ion of a l l  that I can offer on this evidence from all the other witnesses ing - went out there too. He had there. *If he hod been it would have 
case from my 17 years of study. with whom I have spoken. haunted the woods all weekend con- changed everything,* John Burroughs 

I was asked to write this Whilst it would be impos- vinced the U FO would return. Halt told me. Halt adds that he talked to 
new book. At first I said no, because I sible to briefly describe this huge took light-oils  and a tape recorder to Wi l liams afterwards and he was as 
was aware of the coming of Left at case, here is a summary of what I be- gather notes more easi ly because it keen as anyone to discover what 
East Gate. But I was persuaded that a lieve to be the key features. These con was windy. They took samples and happened. He acted in no way l ike a 
book reviewing the wider range of then be compared with the story in photographs of the traces but the witness. Halt knows this man was not 
evidence was needed and for a tiny Lorry Warren's book and its readers lights seen that night had now gone. anywhere near the base at the time, he 
sum spent a year putting it together. can try (as I have had to try) to figure UFOs returned at 1 .48 o.m. and 90 argues. 
having now read the book by Warren out where he fits in. The scenarios that minutes followed during which Halt Left at East Gate is a 
and Robbins I am very g lad that I was follow are based on my conversations and his team chased them through the strange book. I can understand why 
talked into this. Whilst there ore some with about half a dozen key mi l itary forest. These induded *laser beams* people unfamiliar with the case wil l  be 
things I may have said slightly differ- and a similar number of key civilian beamed towards the ground - includ- awed by it, because Warren and 
ently if I hod read that book first, there witnesses. There were more people ing into the secured area on the base. Robbins tell a fantastic tale that is just 
is much that needed to be reported involved that I hove not talked with, Again no a liens were seen a nd no what people wont to hear. lt is exactly 
about this case that simply is not in but my sources include two of the four solid croft - just a mazing light phe- what you would expect to be turned 
Left at East Gate. USAF personnel who sow the UFO on nomena. into a movie. But will this benefit 

Now that I have a very night one, for example, and are, I be- Where Warren was (along ufology? 
clear view of the case I can look back lieve, sufficient to be reasonably cer- with the witnesses that he cites in his The big question is why the 
at Sky Crash in a new light. lt is obvi- tain that I now have a picture very support) is not clear from any state- three initial sources of information -
ous to me that some of it went astray, close to what took place. ments given to me by the witnesses Steve Roberts, Watton radar and Lorry 
but we did have quite a bit that was From 9.08 p.m. on 25 De- that I hove encountered. They al l  say Warren al l  provide the more fantastic 
right in there as well. Unfortunately, I cember to 3 a. m. on 26 December he was not with them and some are version of events. My guess has al-
suspect we simply did not have the 1 980 numerous l ight phenomena ap- doubtfu l he was out there at a l l. Ha�, ways been that Roberts fed his line to 
evidence from the key witnesses at pea red over East Anglia. Al l of these for instance, notes that Warren could a paranormal enthusiast hoping that a 
that time because they were still in the events are related in my view. There not have been on duty after only three wild version of the truth would kill off 
mil itary. were various civilian witnesses. Be- weeks on base because it was a any immediate serious attention from 

In fad it is a fascinating tween 2 and 3 a. m. the main military NATO regulation that a six-week people who mattered. Ufologists are 



The real 
key to this 
story does 
indeed lie 
on Orford 
Ness, but 

not at the 
lighthouse 

not people who matter s ince they a re 
generally only listened to by other 
ufologists a nd tabloid newspapers. 
The staff at Watton would -in my es­
timation - never have been told about 
a liens communicating with a wing 
commander whilst repai ring their craft 
if this had really happened. They had 
abso lutely no need to know a nd the 
radar film could have been taken from 
them on any pretext. To be told this 
was to me a dead giveaway that this 
story was disinformation. 

Of course, when Warren 
came forward the only military ver­
sions of the case on record (thanks to 
me!) were those from Roberts and Wet­
ton. Warren says he had not read 
them, but Berry Greenwood had. 
That's how he recognised Warren's 
story a nd why he wrote to me. You 
could - I guess - suggest that Warren 
saw the tales from Roberts and Wet­
ton a nd decided that his version 
would have to match them to be be­
lieved. He utterly refutes that and we 
must accept his word. But his account 
did match Roberts's account - an ac­
count that I now consider discredited. 
All the other versions I have have 
heard since fol low a different - less 
"extraterrestrial" - path. This leaves 
me with a real problem evaluating 
Warren's story today. 

Whilst I must judge the 
conflicting claims of Warren and the 
others without knowing who is right 
and who is wrong, that is not the case 
with some other aspects of Left at East 
Gate. For there a re things in there 
which I can definitely refute from my 
first-hand perspective. 

For examp le, he makes the 
fantastic allegation (p. 1 28) that "two 
of the Sky Crash authors were affili­
ated with Britain's anti-nuclear move­
ment". This ties in with his disbelief at 
our idea that the story about aliens 
might be disinformation to hide an  
accident with a nuclea r weapon. later 
the authors add (p. 21 7) "Randles 
chose to state and reiterate this theory 
and I cou ld only speculate as to why". 

The clear impression 
gained from passages such as these is 
that I was in league with CND to use 
the Rendlesham case for some ob­
scure purpose. That is outright rub­
bish. I can state assured ly that I am 
not - and have never been - associ­
ated with the anti-nuclear movement 
in even the most minor of ways. I can­
not say whether th is is true of Brenda 
or Dot, but in all the years I have 
known them it has never once come 

up in  conversation and certa in ly had 
no role to play in the writing of Sky 
Crash. I wrote that book - tu rn ing my 
own knowledge a nd reams of hand­
written notes from my colleagues -
into some sort of sense. If what they 
had written was i nfluenced by anti­
nuclear views I would have seen it and 
reported it. But the re was never a ny 
trace of that. 

Besides which, as Warren 
notes in his second quote above, the 
nuclear mishap theory was mine - no­
body else's - and was referenced by 
me on several occasions between 
1 981 a nd 1 984 (e.g. a comment in 
OMNI magazine which is also dis­
cussed in Left at East Gate). This is 
firmly attributed to me personally. 

My reasons for theorising 
a long these lines were simple, yet at 
no time has Warren or Robbins ever 
asked me a bout them (as they have 
not asked me to confirm thei r  ridicu­
lous CND story). 

F i rstly, we had been told by 
numerous sources come 1 983 that 
there were nuclear weapons on the 
base. This was emphatically denied by 
the USAF. That denia l was a l ie .  More 
than  ten years later (after the cessa­
tion  of the cold war and the closure of 
Bentwaters-Woodbridge) the truth 
emerged. This had indeed been one 
of the biggest nuclear stores in the 
UK. Th is amp ly demonstrates my feel­
ing at the time that - with the huge 
public outcry over bringing Cruise mis­
siles into Europe - it might have 
seemed appropriate to cover up an  
accident by  creating a diversionary 
story so ludicrous nobody would be­
lieve it. 

There had in fad been a 
near  disaster in 1 956 at a USAF base 
nearby when a store of weapons 
caught fire after a plane crash. the 
fad that nuclear weapons were at risk 
was denied for decades but final ly 
admitted years later on reti rement of 
one of the key players in the cover up. 
Nuclear bombs at risk a re less likely 
to explode that to have their casings 
crack a nd leak  radiation. This fitted 
the scenario in the forest as well. 

When I developed this 
theory there were no public revela­
tions from a ny of the m ilitary eyewit­
nesses - just the dubious saga fed out 
to Watton a nd Brenda Butler that 
smelled to me exactly like disinforma­
tion. But if U FOs were disinformation 
then what was this story trying to 
hide? 

Moreover, forestry workers 
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told me that they had heard about a 
"plane crash" from staff on the base 
a nd local man Ron Gladwell had to ld 
us about finding a crater in the forest 
indicating that something had fallen 
from the sky a nd hit the ground with a 
thump. Base staff were evidently filling 
th is in. In left at East Gate (p. 2 1 6) 
Warren and Robbins use the fad that 
nobody supposedly saw a crater in the 
forest to denounce our silly theory of a 
plane d ropping a bomb. Evidently 
they missed Gladwell's story even 
though it is in both Sky Crash a nd 
From out of the Blue. 

I submit that - right or 
wrong - this idea about a nuclea r ac­
cident was a whol ly legitimate specu­
lation to make in  1 983 based on these 
incidents (plus the various signs of 
mild radiation being present in the 
forest). lt is not a theory that I adhere 
to today, having now had the chance 
to hear  the detailed stories of wit­
nesses l i ke John Bu rroughs and J im 
Penniston. They got with in  a few feet 
of the UFO on the first night and it 
was no discarded bomb. But it was 
wholly appropriate to bring th is idea 
into the debate at the time to show the 
problems with the evidence fed out to 
the UFO community. 

There is a lso a series of 
cla ims about how Berry Greenwood 
sent me the Ha lt memo secured by 
CAUS in the USA. This was obtained 
wholly thanks to Warren, he says. Yet 
wicked Brenda and Dot ( I don't fea­
ture in this one - i ron ical ly - as you 
will see in  a moment) - "sold the Halt 
document to the News of the World 
for £2000 - nearly five gra nd here . . .  
After that we broke off a l l  contact with 
them". (p. 1 02). 

Well, here a re the fads. 
Berry Greenwood sent me the Ha lt 
memo and in exchange I sent h im my 
letter from the MoD received a few 
weeks earlier and dated 1 3  Apri l 
1 983. This was some weeks before the 
USAF admitted there was a case and 
it was used by CAUS to help in their 
quest for documents. The MoD docu­
ment admitted for the first time any­
where that there was an incident in 
Rendlesham Forest and that "no ex­
planation" had been found for it. Fa r 
from one-way traffic we exchanged 
data. I have maintained a correspon­
dence with Berry ever since and we 
had dinner together when I was in 
Boston a year or two ago. 

Brenda, Dot and I were 
given permission to use the document 
as we saw fit to press for the truth and 
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I also was happy for them to use my Something s im ilar is seen say -for example, his c laim that Dot background to these places would 
MoD letter in whatever way they on page 1 33 where Warren infers he Street's i nterviews with h im were presumably have been researched. 
wished. What we did was to take it to gave the Halt audio tape to the grossly misreported in the book. What This is the problem; key 
the MoD in London and confront them American UFO community after get- he may not know is that Dot taped theories tied to the case are not re-
d irectly with a file they had been de- ting it from a Japanese man who had these i nterviews and so his words futed by evidence. As with my nuclear 
nying to me (despite at least three writ- been sold it by the British researchers from those early 1 983 conversations weapons idea they are merely 
ten requests). I also set up a seminar for a large sum of money. I do not are - it wou ld seem - not the i nvention sneered at or ignored altogether. I as-
at the next BUFORA conference to know if the tape was ever "sold to of Sky Crash as he alleges. If he be- sume that we are meant to believe that 
present the evidence to the UFO Japann but I do know that I got a copy lieves otherwise he must presumably th is was a bona fide alien contact -cl-
community ( i nclud i ng Alien Hynek and many months before th is  date that now charge Dot with faking these though with m ind warping by the NSA, 
many others). This basically let Brenda Warren here cites. A lmost the first tapes. But why would she do it, si nce the Orgone energy excursion and one 
and Dot have thei r  day after two years thing I did was to freely send a copy she was on very friend ly terms with or two rambling diversions on the way 
of rid icule from the UFO community to Ray Boeche and MUFON in the Warren at the time, as he admits in the I am not as clear on that as I should 
chasing "the case that never was". USA -who will confi rm that to anyone. book? be. What exactly does Lorry Warren 

As a resu lt of that seminar - An even more absurd yarn Other th i ngs that bothered believe happened on that night? After 
attended it seems by a journalist i n- appears on page 203. Here we see me include the dating of Warren's en- almost 500 pages I am not certain that 
cognito - the media discovered the ex- the claim that all attempts to talk to counter. I am as certain as I can be I understand. 
istence of the memo and decided to me were scuppered when I ran from that the second night -when Halt was Lorry Warren's story is ei-
go public. Harry Harris, a well-known Warren in fear at a UFO conference out there with a tape recorder -was ther truth or fiction or -possibly -
figure i n  UFO circles, persuaded because I had discovered he cal led the Saturday-Sunday 27-28 December. something in between the two. He 
Brenda and Dot that the best option our book Sky Trash! Warren has it here as the fo llowing even speculates h imself about his 
was to negotiate a deal with the paper Any reader of Magonia will night but says that he spent the prior memory being altered by secret serv-
keeping control of the story as other- no doubt see the flaw in that little fairy afternoon in an Ipswich music store. I ice interrogations. The sad th ing is that 
wise they wou ld print a garbled ver- tale. From the number of letters I have did find myself wonderi ng whether Left of East Gate does not really help 
sion of the truth picked up from the blitzed upon the magazine after criti- Sunday opening of a small store us to make an easy decision as to 
UFO community rumour mi l l .  I agreed col comments on one of my books my would have been the practice -al- which is the most likely of these possi-
to go with Harry to the News of the desi re to defend my writings is very though the post-Christmas sales might bi l ities. Each option is also fraught 
World and "brief" them on the case. obvious. The very last thi ng I would do have been a factor. Shops in 1 980 with serious ramifications for the rest 
That is how the story on the front page is flee from a critic. [I can vouch for were certainly open much less often of the case. 
of the News of the World in October this, Ed.] on a Sunday than they are today. I remain convinced that 
1 983 came about. Interestingly, the reader of There is also a curious at- there is a significant close encounter 

Nor was this story sold for Left at East Gate is left with the idea tempt in the book to suggest that parts at the heart of the Rendlesham Forest 
£2000. lt was a lot more than that. But hang i ng that I could not answer the of Rendlesham Forest were flattened case. But I am far from convinced that 
th is money went to many people who challenge so I s imply ran away and in 1 987 as a result of not a hurricane any aliens were floating in l ight beams 
were paid for the ir  i nformation on that was the end of the matter. The (as most of us recal l )  but some sort of beneath a starsh ip. And I am as sure 
many subjects given to the paper. To conference i nvolved was in June 1 987 Orgone energy experiment. This as I can be that other - non-UFO -
my knowledge the document itself was in Washington, I bel ieve. lt is never seems to be building on Andy Colli ns's factors enter deeply into the equation 
not sold, si nce it was obviously not clear because Warren's chronology in fantastic scenario as to the true orig in as part of a remarkable set of events. 
anyone's to sel l .  I do know that the the book can be out by months or of that fabled storm which he per- The real key to th is story does i ndeed 
money Brenda and Dot received (a years. I did find myself wondering ceived as being due to a black mag i- l ie on Orford Ness but not in the 
fraction of the overall sum the paper how accu rate were his records or his cion (although cu riously Coll i ns fo l- l ighthouse. 
paid) was used by them to fund further checks into the past if he cannot date !owed that book with an attempt to I was mostly saddened by 
research i nto th is case. Over the years MUFON conferences when these must li nk Orgone energy to UFOs and crop th is book because it promised much 
they - and I - have spent far more than presumably be wel l  documented. circles). All I wi l l  note is that to my re- and delivered little. I ended up more 
any of us have ever got back. In th is What I do recall of Wash- cal l  the hu rri cane devastated large confused than when I read the first 
instance I see noth ing wrong in what ington is be i ng briefly i ntroduced to parts of southern England - not just page. If I on ly ever had the chance to 
we did. lt was the only way to keep Warren as I was rushing off to do a Rendlesham Forest. read th is book on the incident I would 
control of the story. lecture and saying "hello" and prom is- There are also several wor- probably agree with most people that 

In any case, the Halt memo ing to speak later. Which we did. I n  rying errors i n  the text. Some o f  these th is case is a load of nonsense. 
was released by the MoD once they fact, I have had several meetings with (Major Dury several times i nstead of I can see why people wou ld 
real ised the document was in the pub- Warren and have some on video tape. Dru ry) might be typographical .  Others jump to that conclusion. Unfortunately, 
lie domain. That occurred when I At none of them has he ever asked the seem not -e.g. Oxford lighthouse ( not they would be very wrong to do so. 
showed it to them in Whitehall two questions I evidently ran from bei ng Orford) -or even more h i lariously -
months before the News of the World asked at th is  conference nor has he RAF Bodzy (when it is i n  fact RAF Bibliography: 
story ever ran. Consequently, many sought to clarify any of the points he Bawdsey - as a g lance at any map of Lorry Warren and Peter Roberts, Left 
ufologists wrote to the MoD and were got so fundamentally wrong about my the area wou ld show). These to me at East Gate, Michael O'Mara, 1 997. 
sent their own copies qu ite freely. lt is role in th is case. Warren never makes represent both sloppiness and the real £1 5.99. 
disgraceful that these authors have clear to his readers that after I "fled" fai l ing of th is  book. If the lighthouse Jenny Randles, Dot Street and Brenda 
painted a picture of Brenda and Dot in terror we have had such productive explanation for this  case were dis- Butler, Sky Crash, a cosmic conspir-
cheating American ufologists. I was conversations. Why? cussed (it i s  mere ly dismissed in pass- acy. Neville Spearman, 1 984. 
just as "gui lty" and so was Harry Her- Whatever h is reasons it is ing) errors such as th is wou ld be un- Randles, Jenny, From out of the Blue; 
ris. But I bet they wou ld not dare chal- not justifiable that he should lead h is l ikely. If the strange goings on at Or- the incredible UFO cover-up at 
lenge h im! The truth is this was an i n- readers into a false impression of this ford Ness and at RAF Bawdsey were Bentwaters NATO air base. Global 
excusable m isreport as to what really situation. debated (as they ought to be si nce Communications, 1 991 
took place. There is much else I cou ld they are relevant to the case) the 
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In issues 54-6 of this magazine, the erudite Peter Brookesmith ran the first two of a three-part article 

entitled Communion Cups and Crashed Saucers. Therein, he attempted to locate the origin of the 
saucer mythos squarely within Western religious experience, particularly that of the 'American Re­
ligion'. It was an impressive piece. Brookesmith is an elegant writer with a deep understanding of 

the scientific and religious issues. He applies Occam' s razor with almost surgical skill. Moreover, he 
is not afraid of courting controversy. In this case he savagely attacked the Semitic religions supposed 

psychological evils, using Hyam Maccoby' s Judas Iscariot and the Myth of Jewish Evil to castigate 
Christianity in particular with its antisemitic past. It was heady, pungent, hard-hitting material. 

l t's also deeply flawed. Rel ig ion 
is a notoriously d ifficult th ing to de­
fine. Not all cultures have gods or  a 
concept of an immortal sou l  as articu­
lated in  the Semitic rel igions, though 
they may have a concept of super­
natu ral powers or ceremonies or ritu­
als which ore central to their culture. A 
truly alien civilisation, such as the 
Mechs in Gregory Benford's Galactic 
Centre novels may well only be able 
to understand it as 'a form of art' ( I ). 
Political and social movements such 
as Fascism, Communism and Human­
ism may also be classed as re ligions. 
The above movements all have an 
inward, moral dimension as wel l  as 
an outward corporate structure and 
their own set of rituals, even if the first 
two consisted mostly of watching the 
great dictator rant on his balcony. 
They also offer a form of transcen­
dence -the individual gains purpose 
and the reward of being part of the 
greater struggle of the race, or the 
working class, or simply a sense of 
communal solidarity against the great 
mysteries of human experience. 

Question of morality are, 
of a necessity, couched in the lan­
guage of transcendence. Although 
utilitarianism -the phi losophy that 
good is whatever gives the greatest 
happiness to the greatest number -
remains popular with Vulcans, most 
discussions of moral ity are founded, 
albeit unconsciously, in transcenden­
talism. This states that moral values, 
goals and duties are transcendent, 
fundamentally true and ete rnal ly fixed 
things, not subject to vagaries of time 
and fashion. A comparison is made 
between moral values and mathemat­
ics. Murder is a evil for the same rea-

son that 1 + 1 =2. Neither  fact changes, 
regardless of whoever and whenever 
the deed or calculation  is performed. 
People, includ ing atheists, can and 
will martyr themselves for thei r  beliefs, 
or castigate themselves for their own 
perceived unworthiness. As a social 
force, re ligion is best defined by its 
orig in  in the Latin ' relig io'- binding 
together. Relig ion binds man to man 
to form society, and human beings to 
the cosmos and the divine. 

If rel igion i s  noto riously d if­
ficult to define, how much harder is it 
to define 'the American religion'. 
Brookesmith is clearly impressed with 
the book of the title, and quotes it 
several times in his article. By this he 
presumably means the forms of Chris-

tianity and Reform Judaism which ex­
ternally have massed choirs, an an­
glophone ritual and where the sexes 
are not segregated in the congrega­
tion. I nternal ly, these rel igions preac� 
individualism, self-reliance, democ­
racy and progress. Th is marks off 
Protestant America from the Roman 
Cathol ic, Hispani c  countries to its 
south. One Latin American writer 
spoke of the railway jou rney between 
Mexico and the United States as 
' moving from the melancoly 'We' to 
the triumphant '1'.' National character­
istics are abstractions, however. 
Within any society there are i nd ividu­
als who perceive their culture differ­
ently from the rest, and may hold 
views that the rest consider deviant. 

America is not, and has never been, a 
monoculture. lt was settled by a 
patchwork of competing immigrant 
Eu ropean communities who interacted 
with the native peoples. Although this 
interaction largely took the form of 
genocidal warfare, the F i rst Nations 
d id leave their mark on the American 
political system, whi ch was partly 
modelled on that of the l roquois 
League. 

A sizable proportion of the 
American population has always been 
Roman Cathol ic, with a slightly differ­
ent ethic from their Reformed and 
Evangelical corel igionists. In addition 
to this there ore extra-European cults 
brought by those poor souls hauled 
over there during the slave trade. 
Vaudon, Santia and Rastafarianism all 
have the American devotees, and can 
all be called American religions with 
at least as much accuracy as main­
stream Protestant Christianity. Rather 
more recently, Buddhism, Islam and 
the Baha'i faith have all made inroads 
into the American soul. There's also a 
strong occult tradition from Pennsyl­
vania Dutch pow-wowing to the more 
recent imports of Druidism, Wicca and 
Crowleyanism. 

Of course, the dominant 
religious tradition was Christianity, but 
in recent years th is has broken down. 
The rel ig ion of progress is now being 
supplanted by cults that reject tech­
nology as a source of evi l . Ecopagan­
ism and the revival of interest in Fi rst 
Nation and tribal spirituality are the 
most obvious examples of th is. Ritual 
magick, Crowleyanism, Wicca, 
Druidism and Odinism are cultural 
imports from Europe, especially Brit­
ain, but they've settled down nicely in 
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their new homeland. so nicely in fact, 
that they've assimi lated themselves to 
the loca l population and then been 
re-exported back to Europe. lt comes 
as no surprise that Russia's Chief 
Shaman, Aline Slobodova, got her di­
ploma in shamanism from Professor 
Harner in Ca l ifornia. (2) These re l ig­
ious movements may be intensely an­
tiscientific, harking back to a simpler, 
richer and holistic society whi ch many 
of their members may seek to recre­
ate, such as the Tipi people in Van­
couver. These cults frequently invoke 
alien activity as an article of their 
faith. Many expl icitly see the saucers 
as leading us into the New Age of 
peace, harmony and sensitivity to na­
ture. Brookemith d iscusses the impact 
of Christian mi l lenia l ism on Darkside 
Ufology, (3) yet any discussion of the 
influence of new rel igious movements, 
especia l ly those which have their ori ­
gins in triba l spiritual ity, on ufology is 
curiously absent. 

In the late 40s and 50s 
when ufo logy emerged, many Ameri­
cans certa inly did have a naive faith in 
the benefits of technology. Society and 
ufology have changed since then, 
however. At least one cu ltural com­
mentator, an Austra l ian architectural 
student, has remarked that much of 
the d issatisfaction in American society 
and rejection of progress has come 
from the rea l isation that America is no 
longer a new country, but is now ac­
tually qu ite old. Yet despite his 
awareness of the changing, fluid na­
ture of the subject, Brookemith seems 
to locate ufology's ethnographic pres­
ent firm ly in 1947. The world and 
America have come a long way since 
then. The most obvious change is that 
the moral consensus is breaking 
down. Politics and social l ife is no 
longer the preserve of middle class 
white males, no matter how much the 
Republ icans may huff and puff. This 
inva l idates, at least partia l ly, the con­
cept of an 'American re l igion'. 

Another point that needs 
mentioning is that some of Brookes­
mith's sources are themselves h ighly 
dubious. He makes extensive use of 
Hyam Maccoby's Judas lscariof and 
the Myth of Jewish Evil which is, by the 
author's own admission, a controver­
sia l work. Maccoby is l ibrarian at a 
Leo Beck col lege, a Jewish institution, 
so h is work is hard ly that of a disin­
terested observer. His book's centra l 
tenet is that Christianity is an intrinsi­
ca l ly racist, antisemitic relig ion and he 
goes to great lengths to prove it. This 

is a reversal of the usua l racist polem­
ics, where Genti le Fascists attempted 
to prove Jewry's hostility to the Genti le 
world through a selective use of those 
parts of the T cl mud written against the 
amme ha-aretz - common people or 
goyim .  Wh i le it's true that the passion 
narratives in the Gospels present an 
extremely unflattering portra it of Jew­
ish society in its hostility and cruelty to 
Christ, the New Testament as whole 
has a much more comp lex attitude to 
the Jews. 'Give no offence to the Jews 
or Greeks' preached Paul. (4) To Pau l  
the Jews were a lways God's chosen 
people, even after his conversion to 
Christianity: 'For I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel: it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who has faith , 
to the Jew first and a lso to the Greek'. 
(5) lt's a lso worth mentioning here 
that the Greek word usual ly translated 
as 'Jews' in the New Testament, iou­
daioi, can also mean simply Judeans, 
inhabitants of Judea. Modern theolo­
gians are keen to point out that the 
New T estament is anti-Judaic rather 
than antisemitic. Judo ism as a re l ig ion 
is attacked, but not the Jews as a race. 
Although Christianity does have a 
shameful record of antisemitic preju­
dice and hatred, this has not a lways 
been the case. In the 11th century ab­
bot Stephen Hording whi le seeking 
accurate Hebrew texts for the Old 
Testament col lected them from French 
Jewry. The Fifth Monarchy Men of the 
Cromwell ian interregnum  were zea l­
ously pro-Jewish, an attitude sti l l  qu ite 
common among the Evangel icals to­
day. Chick Publications may spit hate 
at Cathol icism, but in its respect for 
Judaism it is a lmost embarrassing ly 
effusive. Maccoby's theory that Judas 
lscariot was an invention of the Chris­
tian church after its leadership passed 
to Gentile bishops seems unnecessary 
from an historical point of view. With 
the hostility of the Jewish mob and 
Sanhedrin a lready clearly deta i led in 
the passion narratives, why should it 
be necessary to invent another vil la in 
for the drama, especial ly as the two 
leading re l ig ious opponents of Christ 
within the Sanhedrin are expl icitly 
named in non-canonical sources l ike 
the Gospel of N icodemus? lt seems 
far more l ikely that Maccoby's theory 
arose to justify his own psychologica l  
conviction that a l l  Christians are vio­
lent antisem ites. 

Brookesmith's use of Mac­
coby is actua l ly quite elegant. lt a l lows 
him to avoid accusations that he h im­
self is antisemitic, while seeming to 

confirm his own prejud ices against 
Christianity. Most arguments for the 
brutal nature of the Sem itic re l ig ions 
largely draw on the O ld Testament. 
The doctrine that the Jews are God's 
chosen people has also been drawn 
into the debate. The attitude among 
certa in neopagans and members of 
the antichristian left is that th is doc­
trine is a prefiguration of Fascism and 
Hitler's doctrine of the master race. 
Needless to say, th is leaves the pro­
ponents of th is theory open to charges 
of antisemitism. By includ ing a book 
that vio lently attacks Christianity for its 
supposed antisemitism, Brookesmith 
has effective ly dodged any potential 
accusations that he could be included 
in the rol l  ca ll of the racists. When ac­
cusations of this nature are thrown 
around, the ethnic orig in of the writers 
attacked becomes immateria l .  Several 
Jewish anti-Zionist writers have been 
accused of antisemitism, an accusa­
tion which may, unfortunately, carry 
verisim i l itude as some Jews such as 
Don Burros, have for their own per­
verse reasons joined neo-Nazi or­
ganizations. Brookesmith certa inly is­
n't a Nazi. H is writings reveal not only 
a breadth of knowledge of the Ta lmud 
but a lso the occasiona l joy in its texts. 
H is writings as a whole betray a sin­
cere antiracism and opposition to 
antisemitism. He obviously includes 
Maccoby from a deep d isgust at 
Christianity, rather than as a cynica l 
maneuver in the argument. Not every­
one may see that, however, and it 
does not necessari ly stop the accusa­
tio n  being made. This does not, how­
ever, mean that either Maccoby or 
Brookesmith is correct. 

Brookesmith a lso has a 
fash ionably feminist assault on the 
Semitic conception of God. He follows 
the trad itiona l Semitic view of God as 
a mascu l ine deity because he 'cannot 
believe that anything with fem inine 
qual ities - anything other than a being 
saturated in a massive overdose of 
cosmic testosterone would be as bar­
barous as the Sem itic God is reported 
to be !in a l l  derived re l ig ions)'. (6) 
This point was made two decades ago 
by some of the more violently anti­
christian of the neopagan polemicists, 
and it's quite a d ifficult one to answer. 
Certa inly the vengeful Old Testament 
God who struck down Gideon for 
touching the ark of the Covenant in a 
mere attempt to steady it hardly shows 
H imself to be a compassionate being . 
Yet this type of savage behaviour is 
hard ly confined to Yahweh. The 
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Greeks' Zeus and Vikings' Odin were 
both known as martia l  gods who 
cou ldn't be trusted. They were capable 
of vio lent and dupl icitous behaviour 
which certainly exceeded that of the 
Lord of Hosts. 

Nor is boorishness and 
brutal ity a trait confined to the male 
sex. Mars had h is female counterpart 
in Bel Iona, the Roman goddess of 
war. Athena sprang ful ly a rmed and 
equipped for battle from her father's 
head when he was suffering from a 
headache. These goddesses were es­
pecia l ly brutal when spurned or 
crossed in love. lshtar of the Sumeri­
ans is reproached by Gilgamesh for 
using and destroying her lovers. Cy­
bele sent her lover mad so that he 
castrated himself. In honour of their 
hero, her priests in Rome castrated 
themselves and dressed as women. 
Within H induism the goddess Kali is 
sti l l  revered and held in terror. The 
goddess of death and destruction, her 
skin is a menacing black, her necklace 
a string of skul ls. She is the consort of 
Shiva, the destroyer, dancing on his 
corpse to g ive h im life. As the dark 
side of the materna l goddess Durga, 
there is precious little of the ' large, 
warm, comforting Earth Mothers' 
about her. 

Regardless of the particula r  
sex of  the deities, they a re symbols 
and attempts of the human mind to 
grasp the problem of evi l . Theodicy is 
one of the trickiest parts of theology, 
as no explanation of evil and human 
suffering wil l ever be truly satisfactory. 
Monotheism lends itself to the accusa­
tion that its God is evil because it does 
not have an ultimately coeternal 
'other' on whom evi l qual ities may be 
projected. Explanations that God cre­
ated Satan and evi l  to give humanity a 
choice now sound trite, a lmost as trite 
as the neopagan doctrine that evil 
does not exist, and that evi l ads and 
conditions are merely the results of 
disharmony within individuals and in­
stitutions. 

Brookesmith is pleased to 
ca l l  rel ig ion and, by extension, the 
abduction phenomenon, as the cu lt of 
despair. lt's 'subjugation to incom­
prehensible and uncompromising 
savages, who l i ke wanton schoolboys 
kill us for their sport 17). The a liens, 
like God, a lways 'ho ld the final way 
of escape'. ll) I felt the same existen­
tia l  depression reading Games People 
Play and the writings of the socio­
biologists. If a ltru ism and morality is 
merely the case of the selfish gene 

protecting its progeny, then where is 
the hope for humanity? From whence 
can spontaneity and goodness pro­
ceed, if even our better motives a re 
mired in greed and se�-interest? Can 
humanity ever improve, ever become 
greater than the sorry flesh it now in­
habits? The prognosis is doubtfu l, at 
best. Relig ion offers some hope of 
transcendence, a sl im chance of leap­
ing into the infinite, even if that chance 
is hedged with theologi ca l  pitfa l ls and 
constraints. The only a lternative is the 
pessimism and denial of the world of 
the Buddhist. 

This, however, is going off 
the track a bit. Brookesmith makes 
great play of the asexua l, cerebra l ly 
advanced nature of the Greys, com­
paring them with the neuter portrayal 
of the angels. For this he d raws upon 
Wi l l iam B loke. Now, Bloke was a bri l ­
liant poet, a rtist and visionary. He was 
also deeply heterodox in his thought, 
and is hardly a representative of con­
ventional Christian thinking. The Bible 
makes it abundantly clear in Genesis 
that the angels were qu ite fu lly func­
tional in that department, for how else 
could they have mated with the 
daughters of men to spawn the Ne­
fi l im? And when you answer that 
question, p lease don't try my patience 
with any nonsense about genetic en­
gineering, cloning or ancient astro­
nauts. Some of the Christian antipathy 
to sexual ity comes not so much from 
its Judaic roots, though these are the 
strongest influence, but from certain 
strands in Platonic thought. No culture 
is entirely comfortable with sexual ity; 
they a re aware both of sexuality's 
importance in creating society th rough 
the bind ing of individua ls and fami lies 
together in marriage, and of its poten­
tia l ly antisocial nature through adul­
tery and marital strife. 

Aside from this, the Greys 
in their habitation of a l iminal fairy­
land a re far closer to our old friends 
the Elves and the Pixies, even if we 
take on board Quazgaa and the voice 
of God. These creatures certainly wer­
en't celebate. Victorian fai ry pictures 
are replete with evanescent pubescent 
nymphs wearing only the flimsiest of 
diaphanous gauze engaging in a l l  
kinds of  erotic play with the i r  male 
gallants. The paintings may well have 
served as a release for the pent up 
sexuality repressed by the Victorians, 
but they a lso serve as a reminder of a 
perennia l  h uman obsession: sexual ity 
as a l ink to the divine, or at least su­
perhuman. 

The Greys a re only one 
form of ET. There a re a lso the Nor­
d ies, the reptoids, mummies, dwarves 
and hairy sasquatch creatures. In re­
cent yea rs they've been overshadowed 
by their smal l  insedoid col leagues, but 
they're sti l l  out and about there. 
B rookesmith l inks the Nordics qu ite 
convincingly to northern European 
representations of angels, the mum­
mies can be identified strongly with 
Andean custom of revering the em­
ba lmed dead and the dwarves' folk­
loric antecedents don't rea l ly need an 
explanation. But  what a re we to make 
of sasquatch and his mates aboard 
the al iens' craft? H i rsutism is linked, 
both in Europe and Asia, with animal 
qual ities. You think of al l  the g rind 
show ads featuring the wolf-boy. 
Hairy barbarian is another favourite 
image l inking facial and body hai r  to 
low intel ligence, savagery and cruelty. 
Sasquatch is supposed to be a denser 
relative of modern man, or perhaps 
his neadertha l  cousin, eking out a liv­
ing in backwoods Ameri ca, Russia 
and China. He's not even supposed to 
be al ive, let a lone zipping about in a 
flying saucer col lecting p lant samples 
from Latin America. The only psycho­
logical explanation for h im in this 
situation I can think of is that he rep­
resents some kind of untainted prima l  
man, l i ke the hai ry Enkidu in the Epic 
of Gilgamesh. 

There's a simi lar problem 
with the a liens' location in space. 
Brookesmith l inks it to the traditional 
conception of the heavens as the 
abode of God. This is only one of the 
origins of the Outsiders in the Saucer 
mythos, however. There's a lso the 
chthonic aspect. The deros and teros 
a re under  our feet, even as we speak, 
manipu lating us with their engines. 
They fly out from the holes in the poles 
to spread terror over the globe, which 
is covered with ley lines to ad as en­
ergy points to power their craft. And 
deep down under Area 51 there a re . 
the laboratories and vats, fruits of 
their col laboration with the US gov­
ernment. 

This is not Heaven. This is 
sheol, the abode of the dead. The per­
sonnel down there are truly 'those who 
sit in darkness', the river Lethe of 
which they d rink sapping thei r  ethics 
as well as the i r  identities. lt is the 
abode of Pluto, the dark and forbid­
d ing god of wealth, from whom the 
mi l itary wins its technologica l gold for 
which they must pay with human sou ls. 
lt might be stretch ing the point a bit, 
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but you could even say it was the do­
maine of Vu lean. The divine smith is in 
his lair, under the volcano, forging his 
wonders such as the mechanica l 
handmaids who serve h im.  He is ugly, 
lame and jealous, intensely distrustfu l 
of his wife's affairs with other men, 
particularly h is a rch riva l Mars. Now 
there's a metaphor for the abduction 
mythos if ever there was one. T ech­
nology (Vu lean, or the Greys) wedded 
to beauty and sensuality (Venus, and 
by extension the erotic and sexual 
elements of the abduction mythos), 
who flirts and betrays him to the mi l i­
tary (Mars). As an a rchetype, it fits the 
abduction mythos very wel l .  We are 
now a long way from a simple identi­
fication of the saucer mythos with the 
Judeo-Christian tradition. 

This brings me to my next 
point. The saucer mythology is a 
globa l one, not confined to America. 
There a re reports from Europe, Austra­
lia, Latin America, China, Japan, India 
and Africa - just about everywhere 
except antardica. European, Austra­
lian and Latin American culture has 
the same Christian roots as America, 
and Turkey, Iran and the Arab coun­
tries sti l l  have cultural links with the 
West through their worship of Al lah, 
Yahweh under a different name, and 
the permeation of their scientific and 
re l ig ious thought with Greco-Roman 
phi losophy. H indu India and the Bud­
dhist nations a re completely different 
cultura l entities, however. Yet these 
seem to have taken up the ufo logica l 
gauntlet in recent years with a re lish. If 
ufology has its roots so deeply em­
bedded in the Ameri can re ligion, then 
how is it that this plant has been suc­
cessful ly transplanted onto such for­
eign soi l ?  lt's true that this century has 
seen the successful export of American 
culture in the form of Coca-Cola, mov­
ies, rock music, a rt, fashion and capi­
ta l ism. 

This cu ltural penetration is 
by no means universal or unchal­
lenged. The Communist bloc bitterly 
resisted any cultura l  penetration of the 
decadent West into its cultural sphere 
and rock music was singled out for 
especial attention. Merely playing it 
cou ld get you twenty years in a gulag. 
Now that Communism has gone the 
way of the Berlin Wal l, rock's been 
taken up with a lacrity. lt has, however, 
taken particu larly Russian and Eastern 
European forms, marrying itself to a 
strident and unpleasant national ism. 
Islam too is waging its own k ind of 
ku lturkampf with the West. This may 
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take the form of a complete rejection 
and hostility to Western cultural forms 
such as democracy and feminism, as 
in Iran, or to a limited acceptance as 
in Egypt a nd a posi�ve espousal of 
secularism as in Turkey. Everyone may 
now wear jeans a nd T -shirt the world 
over, but by and large the world's na­
�ons sti l l  retain their own popular mu­
sic tradi�ons. Sometimes these west­
ernised appearances are just cos­
metic. 

The most powerful symbol 
of the new technological age was the 
moon landings. Just about everyone 
on the Earth who had access to a 
television watched them. � brought the 
reality of space travel home to the 
world's population in the most dra­
matic way possible, making credible 
theories regarding interplanetary and 
interstellar travel, and genera�ng an 
intense interest in  SE This should 
cause problems for ufological inves­
�gators in the Third World. Star Wars, 
Star Trek, ET and Close Encounters 
have been shown the world over. Even 
in Iran, where Western entertainment 
is strongly discouraged, an under­
ground exists where cultural forms 
from outside the Islamic world are 
indulged. In lsfahan during the Revo­
lution the faithful were watching Arnie 
as The Terminator. The governing 
clergy have, in recent years, ex­
pressed horror at the growth of satel­
lite television. lt's now i l legal to own a 
satellite dish. This may not present a 
problem, as with the aids of a few 
judicious bribes, a little ideological 
freedom may be bought along with a 
subscription to Rupert Murdoch's bur­
geoning global stranglehold. 

This does not, however, 
mean that Western values or views are 
purchased along with their entertain­
ment forms. No audience passively 
absorbs everything they read, hear or 
see. Rather, a dialogue occurs 
whereby they take on board what ap­
peals to them, and reject what does 
not. ldtmtifica�on is far too simple a 
theory to explain adequately what 
goes on within the audience's psy­
chology when enjoying a drama. (9J 
At the international level, nonwestern 
peoples nego�ate First World cu�ural 
imports within  the context of their own 
cultural forms. Thus, a South American 
lawyer can encounter a lien beings 
whose lineage lies in the huacas of the 
lncas. Cynthia H ind of UFO Afrinews 
has complained of the difficulty in get­
ting Africans to report encounters with 
UFOs. They may interpret bizarre 

lightforms a nd otherworldly beings 
not as alien visitors but as returning 
gods or ancestors from their triba l be­
lief systems. 'Thus, when I approach 
witnesses of supposed sightings or 
contacts, I can be 99 per cent certain  
that their interpreta�on wi l l  be  repre­
senta�ve only of their culture.' ( IOJ 

This should disturb every­
one genuinely interested in col lecting 
the original narratives of Fortean 
phenomena. Hind appears here trying 
to foist her ideological framework on 
reports which the percipients have 
framed according to quite a different 
set of beliefs. If ufology is nothing 
more than a Western postsecular my­
thology, then it is no more true or 
valid than the African beliefs Hind be­
lieves it supplants. I don't wish to be 
seen as accusing Ms H ind of deliber­
ately disparaging or undervaluing Af­
rican culture. I merely wish to point 
out the dangers i nherent in reading 
unusual narratives which may embody 
two deep a nd conflicting world views. 

The world's debate is not 
one-sided either. lt's simply not a case 
of the rest of the world passively ab­
sorbing at different levels the cultural 
effusions of America and the West. A 
dialogue goes on, in which Western 
cultural forms may merge with noneu­
ropean ideologies and arts, and then 
be re-exported back to the West. In 
the case of Science Fiction, the most 
obvious example is the Japanese 
Mango movies which have gained a 
cult following in recent years. Al­
though they show the universal SF 
concern with technology and ma­
chines, the stories are framed with in  
Japanese Confucian, Buddhist and 
Shinto roots. If you need an example, 
watch Fists of the North Star. The first 
20 minutes of that epic is a narrative 
interpreting a future nuclear holocaust 
withi n  the context of T aoist theories 
concerning harmony and disharmony. 
This actually makes the fi lm sound far 
more interesting than it actual ly is. 
Plan 9 is far better. 

The Wiccan and ritual 
magick movements which are now 
growing a lso absorbed much Eastern 
philosophy. One Wiccan prayer al­
legedly written down by Sanders or 
Gardner was lifted almost verbatim 
from Hinduism, but with the names of 
the deities changed to reflect the sex­
ual dualism within modern Wicca. 
Wicca and related forms of occultism 
have played a major part in the mysti­
cal fringe element surrounding the 
Green movement. We are now to ld, 

for example, that Gaia, the living 
Earth, has chakras just like the human 
body. This seems to be following in 
the tradi�on of Arthur Shuttlewood et 
a/, who advanced the theory that the 
Earth was covered with energy l ines 
along which the saucers flew. This 
was in itself an appropria�on of Al­
fred Watkins' ley l ines, though in a 
new, post-hippie form. Watkins had 
conceived of his o ld straight tracks as 
being nothing more tha n  neolithic and 
bronze age roads. lt was left to the 
Hippies to turn them into the ley lines 
of the cosmic power grid now so be­
loved of the ancient technology lobby. 
They did this through a more than 
healthy injection of feng shui, Chinese 
geomancy, in the form of Dragon 
Lines. The u ltimate ancestor of the 
crop circle may have been the Mow­
ing Devil, but he's now been replaced 
by the suburban shamans. lt's to the 
Far East the ufologists now look, not 
the Near East. 

Brookesmith is on even 
shakier ground when he tries to ex­
plore the psychology of the religions 
which he assaults. The 'Christian myth' 
is 'sado-masochistic'. ( I I J  Well, you 
can't accuse him of mincing his words! 
The trouble is, nearly every corporate 
ritual society has can be accused of 
the same th ing. The Bible is replete 
with stories of the sufferings of Israel 
at the hands of the Gentiles, and their 
liberation by a divinely inspired hero 
or heroine such as Esther. The reader 
of these stories is immersed in their 
sufferings, as the Christian is in the 
passion of Christ, gain ing a sense of 
his own identity as part of the amma 
Israel or Christendom, a nd share in 
Israel's or/and Christ's triumph as Es­
ther brings down Ha man and Christ 
rises from the dead to reign in glory 
forever. If you want a secular version 
of this motif of vicarious suffering and 
redemp�on, try the Remembrance Day 
service at the Cenotaph. Every year 
the British people are invited to re­
member the great debt they owe those 
who sacrificed their lives in the Wars, 
a nd share in their apprecia�on of the 
triumph they gained in the form of a 
free Europe. 

Brookesmith may be right 
in stating that 'one of the subtexts of 
the Christian Eucharist is canniba lism' 
( 12J , possibly following such works 
as Wil liam Meyer's Vampires or Gods, 
published by Il l Press. There is a pro­
nounced difference, however. Within 
the pagan religions which preceded 
Christianity, the sacrifices were to the 
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gods, whom the worshippers consid­
ered consumed the offerings. In  Chris­
tianity, it is the God who is consumed 
by the worshippers. I ful ly realise that 
amongst certain individuals excessive 
contemplation of Christ's passion and 
the evils of the world led to extremes 
of seff-deprivation and seff-mufilation, 
such as the flagellants. Such excessive 
displays of devotion have, by and 
large, been discouraged by the estab­
lished churches. When such fanatical 
displays occur there are usual ly a 
number of hidden, sociological causes 
behind them. lt would be naive to put 
them down purely as being caused by 
a religion ( 13). In this respect 
Brookesmith's sources have betrayed 
him. The American Religion is as much 
about sociology as it is about religion. 
Sociology, however, concerns itself 
'with 'typical' patterns of motivation of 
motivation as these might be located 
in terms of significant sociological 
variables-social class, education, sex, 
etc. lt is not an attempt to provide an 
aetiology of  motive' (14). 'lt does not 
become an exercise in psychology' 
(I S). 

To i l lustrate how complex 
the situation is, and how much of 
Brookesmith's critique can be used in 
any cultural form, I would l ike the 
reader to consider the example of a 
footbal l  match. This is a mass corpo­
rate ritual whereby the faithful - the 
teams supporters - meet at an ap­
pointed hour on a day specially fixed 
for that purpose, usual ly sometime 
during Saturday afternoon. There, they 
watch a sacred drama which is replete 
in religious imagery. I even recall a 
poster for a match making use of the 
Biblical quote 'Many are called, but 
few are chosen'. This fits the demo­
cratic and yet elitist nature of the 
game. Everyone is free to support, or 
not, the team of their choice. Only a 
minority of these, however, will be 
permitted to enter the pantheon of vic­
tors who win the Cup. 

Like the abdudees, their 
lives are not their own. Sides choose 
their champions from the hundreds of 
hopefu ls presented to them through 
sports clubs and other confraternities. 
Their clubs buy and sell them as 
though slavery had not been abol­
ished. The language used of the 
matches too fits the religious speech 
of ascetism and self-denial, of pushing 
oneseff to the l imits. Nietzche even 
observed that once faith in God was 
broken, people turned instead to 
health fads and physical fitness. As-

ceticism as an axiomatic good now 
seems deeply embedded within West­
ern culture. On the pitch the players 
encounter herculean opposition, 
straining titanically to cla im the final 
reward of victory. The trials through 
which they pass serve to make their 
triumph all the more glorious. The 
Church was certainly not unaware of 
the paral lels between sport and the 
Christian life: 'let us run with perse­
verance the race that is set before us' 
( 16). lt was certa inly not without rea­
son that especially perseverant mar­
tyrs were called 'athletes of Christ'. 
Footbal l  even has its recording angels 
- the referees, sternly ensuring that 
each sin does not go unnoticed, and 
enforcing the judgements of the higher 
powers. Of course, there is also the 
lucrative trade in kit in the team's col­
ours a nd other relics to satisfy the cu­
pidity of the faithful. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

"The problem 
is that there's 

no middle 
ground in 

football any 
more, and 

we' re in that 
middle 

ground" 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

L ike the ufonauts, the p lay-
ers may also appear with grotesquely 
oversized heads perched precariously 
on thin, wizened bodies. This Mek­
onian appearance may seem strange, 
considering the a mount of time they 
spend trai ni ng themselves to physical 
perfection, but it is entirely explicable. 
I am, of course, speaking of the rub­
ber charicatures of the E ngland side 
being sold during the last World Cup. 
Lacking a sense of smel l, humans 
recognise each other by physical, es­
pecial ly facial appearance. The easi­
est way to caricature a person, to dis­
tort h im or her so as to make them 
look grotesque, yet keep them fami l­
iar, is to exaggerate his or her head. 
This is also an important factor in de-

termini ng the physical shape of our 
a lien visitors. They have large heads 
and spindly bodies. They are enough 
l ike us to appear credible as living be­
ings, yet sufficiently grotesque to be 
marked out as  alien a nd threatening. 
This is perhaps one of the most im­
portant reasons why the visitors in re­
cent years have ceased to be techno­
logical humanoids and taken the form 
of our o ld grey friends. 

There is another sphere 
which relig ion, sport and ufology 
share: prophecy. The Visitors seem to 
delight in  bizarre a nd meaningless 
prophecies. 'Cancer begins in  the 
teeth', for example. The pronounce­
ments of the footbal l  pundits, how­
ever, are truly worthy of the Delphic 
oracle in  there depth a nd i mpenetra­
bil ity: 'The problem is that there's no 
middle ground in football any more -
and we are in that middle ground' 
( 17). The simi larities between foot­
ball and rel ig ion mere made obvious 
by the painter Michael Browne in his 
depiction of Eric Cantona as the Risen 
Christ, widely shown in the newspa­
pers a nd on television on the depar­
ture of the great sportsman from Man­
chester. One last thing needs to be 
said about footbal l. The game is not 
inherently racist, but because of its 
mass appeal and absorbtion of na­
tionalist sentiments, it can frequently 
attract racist elements who identify 
their teams with their own racist goals. 
In this it can mirror religion in the na­
tionalistic and racia l pressures that 
can be brought to bear on that. 

� therefore seems to me 
that ufology is too complex a phe­
nomenon to be reduced to a simple 
paradigm based on the 'American Re­
ligion', a concept that is anyway not 
without deep flaws and caveats. While 
the central tenet that the UFO phe­
nomenon is merely a postsecular form 
of western spirituality is unassai lable 
and the parallels drawn with other 
forms of religion pertinent and 
thought-provoking, it cannot be auto­
matically compared with the Semitic 
religions. The arguments deployed 
against these in particular can be ap­
plied to so many other, secular rituals, 
that they lose their force. Ufology can 
only be exp la ined or tru ly examined 
with reference to universal religious or 
existential concerns which take into 
account the g lobalisation of the phe­
nomenon. h cannot be forced onto the 
procrustean bed of Brookesmith's 
anti-Christian sentiments. 
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Loking bac k  over 50 years of 
the UFO phenomenon, it is easy to 
forget just how few books were writ­
ten on the subject in the early years, 
compared with their a lmost dai ly pub­
l ication now. The early flying saucer 
story unrave l led a lmost entirely i n  the 
pages of newspapers and magazines 
in the USA a nd the UFO scho lar has 
to search hard to find a nything on  l i ­
brary bookshelves that comes from 
the first 5 years of the 1 947 e ra. U FO 
material from this period pub lished 
outside the USA is even more elusive. 

One of the best k nown 
early UFO books was published in 
Brita in  in 1 953: Flying Saucers Have 
Landed, the first a nd most famous 
book by the contactee George 
Adamski, co-authored with British 
writer Desmond Leslie. For many 
people this wi l l  have been the first 
British UFO book they were aware of 
- but in fact two previous books had 
been publ ished in Brita in in the previ­
ous five years, both very different 
books by very different authors. Both 
authors were once famous in a reas 
quite unre lated to UFOs but, 
strangely, both men seem to have 
been largely forgotten in recent years: 
their lives a nd contribution to the early 
history of U FOs deserves to remem­
bered. 

1. ,,. ,,., •••• ,, by .. ,. 
narcl N••-• 1 1 948) 
This fictional book, published in the 
UK by Gollanz i n  J une 1 948, was pos­
sibly the fi rst in the world to deal with 
the topic of flyi ng saucers. Although 
said to have been 'wel l - received in 
the American press' on its publ ication 
there i n  1 950, it seems to have rapidly 
fa l len into complete obscurity. The 
book never seems  to have been re­
ferred to in subsequent UFO books, 
nor have I seen it l isted in a ny pub­
lished UFO bibliography. 

The book was obviously 
not intended to be factua l, nor a par­
ticu larly substantial one:  it appears to 
have been another in the long series 
of th ri l lers written by the pro lific a nd 
versatile British author  and lecturer 
Bernard Newman ( 1 897 -1 968). New­
man pub l ished over 1 00 books, at his 
peak publ ishing four or five every 
year. Many were non- fiction, with 
travel, current affairs, g lobal po l itics 
a nd rea l - l ife espionage books featur­
ing heavily. On the fiction side he 
concentrated on spy a nd detective 
stories, sometimes writing u nder the 
pseudonym Don Betteridge. I New-

man's book The Flying Saucer is a ta le 
of how a g roup of scientists, taking on 
the mantle of world peace-makers, 
stage a series of crashes of 'flying 
saucers' with the aim of uniting the 
world's leaders. The idea that saucer 
crashes themselves have been staged 
or that stories have been deliberately 
manufactured as part of a Mi l itary 
'Disinformation' campaign is one that 
has been a round at least as long as 
the modern saucer retrieva ls stories 
have been cu rrent. The theme of an  
alien threat leadi ng to world peace 
a nd unity is one that has cropped up 
on many occasions, a recent example 
being the often-quoted rema rk of 
Reagan to Gorbachev in 1 985. New­
man's i nspiration was a speech by Sir 
Anthony Eden, who in  1 947 said: " l t  
seems to be an unfortunate fact that 
the nations of the world were only 
rea l ly united when they were facing a 
common menace. What we real ly 
needed was an attack from Mars" The 

idea of a fake saucer crash serving 
this pu rpose is probably orig ina l  to 
Newman's book, but is one which may 
have been absorbed a lmost unknow­
ingly i nto the popular folklore of 
U FOs. Despite the more recent amne­
sia rega rd ing this book, it was once 
described as being one of three books 
for which 'Newman is poss ib ly best 
known in the United States'. Newman 
dismisses the book briefly in his auto­
biography but mentions that Anthony 
Eden was 'very a mused by the book'. 

Newman's book begins 
with an initia l  series of mysterious 
saucer crashes occurring first i n  Eng­
land, then (where else but) New Mex­
ico, and third ly Russia. The crash sites 
a re chosen carefu l ly to involve a l l  the 
three ma jor powers of the post-WWII 
world. Then, as their grand fina le, the 
scientists decide to include an a lien 
occupant in  the next crash. I n  modern 
ta les of crashed saucers, the a l ien oc­
cupants seem to remain surprisi ng ly 

unscathed, apparently sustai ning noth­
ing more than  a grazed grey knee in 
the course of a high-speed crash. By 
contrast, Newman is gruesomely rea l­
istic with his staged crash :  the al ien 
'victim' is apparently pu lverised by the 
impact and this enables the scientists 
behind the scenes to confuse investi­
gating pathologists by presenting 
them with a 'body' consisting of a gro­
tesque melange of exotic animal re-
mams. 

An international league of 
scientists springs into action and with 
remarkable speed the differences be­
tween the world's governments d is­
solve under the 'Martian' threat. The 
final chapter sees every international 
political problem speed i ly resolved, 
from the Middle East to Northern Ire­
land. This 1 948 fantasy is very much of 
its time: it was publ ished in the very 
month of the Russian b lockade of Ber­
l in . Newman's heroes find a way 
around the frustrating l imitations of 
the new United Nations, with, in the 
background, the emergence of the 
super-power blocs and the omnis­
cience of the atomic scientists a l l  p lay­
ing their part. 

Newman's book, now 
nearly 50 years o ld, presents fami liar 
themes to us today: a saucer crash in  
New Mexico, an a lien autopsy (a lbeit 
a particu larly messy one) . In the 
background, an u ltra-secret mi l itary 
disinformation campaign designed to 
create a New World Order hidden 
from the genera l  population. In 1 948 
the New Order that Newman envis­
aged was that of brotherhood and 
peace to a l l  men a nd is plotted by 
pipe-smoking, back-room boffins, 
fresh from their successes in the War. 

With his fondness for writ­
ing books, both fiction and non­
fiction, on espionage themes it is rea­
sonable to assume that Newman had 
first-hand experience of the secret in­
te l l igence world. Several writers have 
a l luded to Newman's probable con­
nections with the British I nte l ligence 
service, i nclud i ng Peter Rogerson who 
has speculated in Magonia on a pos­
sible inte l l igence connection with the 
Roswel l  i ncident of 1 947. As one might 
expect, Newman's inte l l igence career 
remains shrouded in obscurity and 
deceit. In h is unreveal i ng autobiog­
raphy Speaking From Memory 2 he 
describes how from 1 91 9  onwards he 
was apparently employed in  an un­
demanding Civil Service job in the Min­
istry of Works. Somehow he seemed 
able to take extremely long a nd, for 



those days, exceeding ly adventurous 
holidays, includ ing lengthy stays in 
Eastern Europe and Russia. His desti­
nations invariably seemed to include 
areas of particu la r politica l interest: 
for example severa l  extended hol i­
days to Germany in the 1930's. 

However, one of his more 
remarkable cla ims remains a puzzle. 
He claims to have made a report on 
the secret Peenemunde rocket site in 
1938, which he sent to the Foreign Of­
fice, but the report 'was ignored'. This 
clearly contradicts Dr R.V. Jones de­
scription of the legendary 'Oslo Let­
ter', received from an anonymous in­
formant in 1940, which was said to be 
the first information that British Intel­
ligence had of the significance of the 
rocket development site. 3 

To add to the mystery, an 
a rticle in the New York Times in 1945 
described Newman as having spent 
the three years from 1915 operating 
as a double agent in the German In­
telligence Service. 4 Newman was 
indeed fluent in German, his mother 
having come from Alsace and he grew 
up speaking Eng lish, French and Ger­
man. But the idea of an 18-year old 
boy spy operating within the German 
forces and influencing senior officers 
is stretching credu l ity and an adden­
dum to Newman's obituary in the 
Times contains a reference to the a l ­
leged episode that relegates it to the 
rea lm  of fiction. 5 

Whether true or not, no hint 
of any such exploit is mentioned in 
Newman's autobiography. The re­
semblance between incidents de­
scribed in The Flying Saucer and the 
Roswel l  crash remains intriguing: we 
are left to speculate and can perhaps, 
one day, hope to learn some of the 
real facts about this enigmatic author. 

2. r ,. .,,,,. o1 ,.. llylllf .,.,. 
.,, by Geralcl Heard ( 1 950) 
By contrast to the Establ ishment figu re 
that Bernard Newman presents, Ger­
a ld Heard (1889-1971) was a deter­
mined ly individualistic Anglo- l rishman 
who began his career as an academic 
at Cambridge and then Oxford. He 
first became wel l  known in the 1930's 
as an author of books on phi losophy 
and as a BBC broadcaster on popular 
science and was acquainted with 
many of the leading intel lectua l  and 
literary figu res of the day. Having be­
come a committed pacifist, Heard, 
a long with Aldous Huxley, emigrated 
to Los Angeles in 1937 and became a 
devotee of a Hindu re l igious order 

Gerald H eard 

there. The writer Ch ristopher lsher­
wood was attracted to fo llow Heard 
to California and soon he a lso joined 
the Hindu order, led by Swami Prab­
havananda. Due to his avowed paci­
fism, he never became a US citizen, 
despite living in Cal ifornia until his 
death 34 years ·later. 6 

Unl ike lsherwood, Heard 
never produced any wel l-known lit­
erary works and a l l  his books are now 
out of print. Heard was a polymath 
who wrote about whatever interested 
him: about 30 books in a l l, on a 
wide-range of subjects, ranging from 
esoteric phi losophy to an early book 
entitled Narcissus: An Anatomy of 
Clothes. 

Heard never flinched from 
dea l ing with subjects that bordered on 
the taboo includ ing nonconsensus re­
a lity, psych ic research, mysticism, 
pacifism, synchronicity, homosexual ity, 
madness and crimina lity. He resorted 
to a pseudonym for many of his 
works, for example the "Mr. Mycroft" 
detective th ri l ler series publ ished un­
der the name H.F. Heard and a uto­
pian science-fiction novel by "Auctor 
lgnotus", which has only recently been 
attributed to him. A particu lar  theme, 
which he explored in a number of 
books, was that of the evolution of 
human consciousness, which was de­
veloped most fu l ly in the 1963 book 
The Five Ages of Man. After 1 947 he 

became fascinated by the new flying 
saucer phenomenon. On the one hand 
he saw the reports as presaging a 
New Age of increased cosmic and 
spi ritua l  awareness and on the other 
he developed an origina l, but qu i rky, 
nuts-and-bo lts hypothesis as to who 
was pi loting the flying vehicles. 

Heard's book The Riddle of 
the Flying Saucers was published in 
the UK in 1950, and in the US the 
same year under the title Is Another 
World Watching?. The book fol lows a 
now-fami l iar pattern that was to be 
repeated in endless books during the 
next 30 years. The book begins with a 
series of chapters presenting the USA 
flying saucer reports of 1947-1949, 
presented at face va lue, with l ittle or 
no context o r  critica l analysis. The re­
ports a re a fami l iar litany: Arnold, 
Maury Island, Mante l l, the New Mex­
ico green fi rebal ls. As was usua l for 
those days, there is no suggestion of 
the Saucers ever descending from 
their lofty paths, whether to land de­
l iberately or in a crash. This story was 
yet to come: Frank Scu l ly's book Be­
hind the Flying Saucers, with its story 
of a l ien bodies recovered from a 
crashed saucer, was publ ished in the 
same year, as wel l  as Keyhoe's fi rst 
book The Flying Saucers are Real. 

Heard reviews many of the 
then cu rrent theories about the Sauc­
er's origins: various countries, not only 
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the USSR, are considered and d is­
carded, as the bui lders of the craft. 
Inevitably, each so lar system planet is 
considered in tu rn, until the planet 
Mars is selected. After a lengthy rhe­
torical a rgument, Heard concludes 
that giant bees from Mars pi lot the 
craft! This remarkable theory, seldom 
promoted by any subsequent author, 
seemed to have been based on 
Heard's bel ief that only bees cou ld 
both survive on Mars and a lso with­
stand the immense G-forces sustained 
by the Saucers' flight manoeuvres. 

Heard as a flying saucer 
writer is a lot less interesting than 
Heard as a phi losopher, and his book 
can be viewed as the result of just one 
of the many enthusiasms of a free­
thinking and enquiring mind. Heard 
did not return to the subject in print 
and enthusiastica l ly welcomed Jung's 
contribution to the subject a few years 
later. Heard has only recently begun 
to be recognised as a Ca l ifornian 
New Age pioneer, not only inspiring 
major developments in the human po­
tential movement but a lso as a user 
and evangelist of psychedelic d rugs 
for spiritua l enlightenment. Along with 
Huxley, Heard experimented with both 
mescaline and LSD in the early SO's, 
years before Kesey and Leary began 
their crusades in the 60's. An eva lua­
tion of Heard's contribution to modern 
thought and cu lture awaits the publ i­
cation of his b iography; meanwhi le 
we can ponder on lsherwood's re­
markable epitaph: 11Gerald Heard is 
one of the very few who can properly 
be ca l led phi losophers, a man of bri l ­
liantly daring theory and devoted 
practice. I believe he has influenced 
the thought of our time, d i rectly and 
indirectly, to an extent which wi l l  
hard ly be appreciated for another fifty 
years. Gera ld was a rare creature a l ­
together; he breathed another a i r, in a 
way." 7 
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25 
years ago 
The autumn of 1 972 was sti l l  a thin  
time for MUFOB, with on ly 1 0  
pages i n  issue 4 of volume 5 .  The 
most significant piece in  it was Peter 
Rogerson's i ntroduction to his 
INTCAT cata logue of MType IM re­
ports, based on  the l isting started by 
Val lee i n  Passport to Magonia. He 
augmented th is l i sting by scouring 
hundreds of books a nd obscu re 
magazines looking for accounts, 
which he checked with each other, 
meticu lously recorded, noting 
sources and where possible g iv ing 
'chains' of references so one could 
see how a particu lar  story spread or 
was changed i n  the tel l ing. Th is was 
a marathon task for Peter who had 
little outside help, a nd even less en­
couragement from the ufologica l  es­
tab lishment. His encyclopaedic list­
ings continued to appear in each 
issue of MUFOB, for a number of 
years, gradua l ly getting more up to 
date. The changes which were tak­
ing p lace in  the nature of ufology in 
the seventies a nd early eighties 
conspired against this type of 
data-gathering endeavour, and led 
to is suspension then abandonment. 

The growth of the abduc­
tion  scenario coupled with a s lack­
ening of interest i n  the 'ha rd­
sciences' approach to the subject ­
using statistics, astronomy, geology 
etc. as research too ls - as i nvesti­
gators moved to a psychosocia l  and 
'witness led' form of investigation, 
meant there was less i nterest in the 
type of cataloguing effort repre­
sented by INTCAT. Eventua l ly Peter 
decided to ca l l  it a day. The last in­
sta lment appeared i n  MU FOB 1 5, 
a lthough this was by no means the 
complete listing. The cata logue sti l l  
ex ists i n  manuscript form, a nd is 
probably the most comprehensive 
l isting of close encounter and con­
tact narratives in  existence. Anybody 
with a year or to spare to comput­
erise it? Now that would be an  
ach ievement worth of  a Nobel Prize 
for Ufology! 

The exchanges between 

Alan Sharp and John Keel contin­
ued, with Keel responding to Alan's 
critique of the 'New Ufology' in a 
letter headed "Department of 
Health Education and Welfare, Of­
fice of the Secretary, Washi ngton 
DC' - what was he doing there, I 
wonder? Keel lays into Sharp:  MPoor 
Alan has denuded h imself [a phrase 
which, as you may imagine, caused 
a great deal of amusement i n  
MUFOB's adopted pub The Grapes, 
Matthew Street, just opposite the old 
Cavern Club and one of the Beetles' 
early hangouts] exposing his aston­
ish i ng igno rance of ufology and his 
apparent i nabi l ity to use the Eng l ish 
language.M In three A4 pages Keel 
went on to tel l  us how we should 
have read Operation Trojan Horse. 
In the same issue Sharp responded, 
denouncing Keel's " literary leger­
demain" - a phrase a lmost Shuttle­
woodian in its artfu l a l literativeness! 
He counters Keel 's cla ims of in­
adequate literacy by quoting from 
OTH: "But I am now inclined to ac­
cept the conclusion that the phe­
nomenon is mainly concerned with 
undefined (and undefinable) cosmic 
patterns and that mankind p lays 
only a sma l l  part in these patterns". 
Typical ly Keelian, I th ink, and Sha rp 
concludes with the devastating ri­
poste: " If th is is a 'clearly stated po­
sition' from our 'professional lexi­
cographer' then my understanding 
of the Eng lish language is i ndeed 
sadly lacking ... To make the vague­
ness even more insubstantia l  note 
that Keel is only 'incli ned' to accept 
this ephemera l ' conclusion' after 
nea rly 300 pages of tedious text." 

At the end of this Keel­
Sha rp dia logue Alan had obviously 
felt h is work was a lmost done, and 
he made few further contributions to 
MU FOB, apart from a couple of a r­
ticles dissecting i nd ividual cases. 
Britain's answer to Donald Menzel 
was to quietly hang up his scalping 
hatchet (copyright Arthur Shuttle­
wood) and head for a UFO-free 
reti rement. 
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Roy, Archie I ,,. Atdtw•s ol 
"• Mind. Spirl•alist National 
Union P•ltllcations, (Reclwoocls, 
Stanshcl Hall, Stanstecl Mo•nt 
Fitchet, ISMI, CM24 BUD) 
1996. ! 12.50, ...... 
A leading member of the SPR presents 
a range of cases from the literature of 
psych ical research which he feels are 
ind icative of post-mortem surviva l. 
Both Roy and Col in Wi lson, who 
writes the forward, clearly be l ieve 
they should convince the sceptic of the 
cogency of the evidence. Unfortu­
nate ly Roy fal ls into the classic psychi­
ca l researchers trap of parading the 
same list of long dead great and good 
who supported their caused as if this 
proved something. Can't they under­
stand that one cou ld produce l ists 
many times longer in support of many 
other causes and beliefs, from 
Marxist-Leninism to Roman Cathol i ­
cism.  Perhaps a slightly more apposite 
comparison would be with eugenics, 
supported by dozens of leading intel­
lectuals in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries but now a good deal more 
d iscredited than psychical research. 

The cases presented come 
generally from good sources, the fi les 
of the SPR and its American counter­
part, and the researches of Ion 
Stevenson. This does tend to mean that 
many of the cases are remote in either 
time or place, and would be very d if­
ficult, if not impossible to cross check. 
As they stand some of the better cases 
certa inly fa l l  into the category of be­
ing very puzzl ing, if the events hap­
pened exactly as related here. That's 
the rub, there is no way of knowing if 
that is the case. 

Others look dodgy enough 
on the evidence presented such as an 
�ypnotic regression case evoking sub­
limely unconvincing bodice ripping 
historical romance. Roy presents a 
long argument as to how difficult it 
would be for information on the sec­
ondary characters and h istorica l scene 
to be known, but writers of h istorica l 
romances do go to considerable 
trouble to get their background right. 
This case is a lmost certainly a case of 
c.ryptomnesic reca l l  or stra ight plagia­
nsm of some long forgotten historical 
nove l .  

Also greatly overrated is 
the case of Patience Worth, the spirit 
of the restoration Quaker gir l  said to 
manifest when a Mrs Pearl Curran 

�sed the oui ja board. Strangely Pa­
tience d idn't write in the language of 
Pilgrim's Progress, but in an ah istorical 
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mock-antique olde worlde d ia lect 
surely never spoken in life by anyone, 
but very fash ionable among a genre 
of romantic novelists in the period 
1 880- 1 930. Everything about Patience 
belongs to the early 20th century, not 
the late 17th. My guess is that Patience 
was the real Pearl Curran, and the 
rather d im Pearl Curran personality 
was a social mask she adopted to 
survive in the company of her du l l  
husband and his du l ler friends. I find 
clear para l lels with Mrs Frances 
El izabeth Mcfa l l , the du l l  wife of a 
dul l army surgeon in late-Victorian 
Warrington, and her daring new 
woman a lter ego Sarah Grand. One 
shouldn't be too unkind to Pearl­
Patience, anyone with the chutzpah to 
create a l ine such as "He pointed to 
the ta l l  tree that stood over the grave 
of Wi l l ie Pi mm Passwater". 

Of course not a l l  the cases 
are as weak as this, but even in the 
strongest there are large elements of 
doubt, the cross-correspondences are 
so vague that they could be made to 
refer to anything. Is it significant that a 
h igh proportion of Stevenson's rein­
carnation cases involve both rather 
wealthier previous incarnation fam i-

lies, and the kinds of death (and in 
some cases life) which lead to gossip? 

Perhaps the classic case 
reported here, which highl ights a l l  the 
problems, is the Watseka wonder: a 
girl named Lurancy Vennum, who ap­
peared to be possessed by the spirit 
of a dead neighbour. Both Lurancy 
and Mary appear to have been grand 
hysterics, just the sort of people who 
today manifest as multiple personality 
Satanic abuse or a l ien abduction sur­
vivors, and one should note Sherr i l l  
Mu lhern's comment to the effect that 
these people soak up information 
from their environment l ike blotting 
paper. At one point Lurancy-Mary 
prophesied that Mary's brother Frank 
would shortly fa l l  i l l .  ESP or Munch­
hausen's syndrome by proxy? There is 
so�ething of a contradiction in Roy's 
cla1ms: he seems to be saying that the 
artist Gifford cou ld so possess the 
goldsmith Thompson that he cou ld 
produce good pastiches, yet getting 
the simplest idea across suddenly be­
comes a difficulty. 

I'm not quite sure what 
Roy's final opinion is, he evokes the 
archives of the mind, our old friend 
the psychic ether or information field, 
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yet again; but then d igresses into sur­
viva l .  I think he is saying that we sur­
vive as gestalts in the information 
fie ld, but I'm not sure. If I am not im­
pressed by this sort of evidence, what 
would be rea l ly impressive? I suggest 
a mathematica l or scientific cross cor­
respondence, in wh ich instead of My­
ers, Gurney et a/; an a l leged Einstein, 
Bohr, Heisenberg et a/ were col labo­
rating on a working, mathematica l ly 
coherent theory of quantum gravity, 
and transmitting it through a group of 
mathematica l ly and scientifica l ly  i l lit­
erate mediums, who would each be 
asked to send their portions to one or 
more physicists. If the results were 
genuine science and not psychic bab­
b le then the evidence for something 
paranormal would be very strong. 

Shawcross, Tim. ,,. ,.,.,.,, 
lil•, Bloomslt•rr 1997. £ 16.99. 
Korff, Kal K. ,,_ losw•ll UFO 
CJ'flslt: w#Jaf Ht.y do11'l wa11f 
you lo lc110W. ProiHfhe•s, 
1997. !23.00. 
Hesseman, Michael ancl Mantle 
Philip. l•yond losw.ll: Ht. ' 
ali•• ••lopq li/111, Area I r a11d 
Ill• US gor.,•••l cor•Nip ol 
UIOs. Michael O'Mara, 1997. 
! 1 5.99. 
A veritable crop of Roswell books 
seems to being generated by the fifti­
eth anniversary celebrations, of the 
current yie ld, Shawcross is the book of 
the TV documentary The Roswel l  In­
cident shown on Channel 4 TV last 
year, and reshown this Ju ly. The cover 
blurb hypes it as the most thorough 
investigation yet of the biggest a l ien 
story ever, whi ch it wasn't. A better 
subtitle might have been an innocent 
in Roswel l- land, for though, indeed, 
Shawcross and his co l leagues inter­
viewed a large number of witnesses, 
he too frequently ads on the adage 
they look like honest good old boys or 
kind ly little o ld ladies and therefor 
can't be lying, or simply be confused 
with age - and they have good l ibel 
lawyers. 

One reason for this is 
Shawcross's lack of any deta i led 
knowledge of the past literature on the 
case, and in the absence of that kind 
of investigation, does not perceive the 
many contrad ictions between the sto­
ries the same people g ive to different 
researchers, or the convoluted back­
ground of cla im  and countercla im 
among bickering investigators. At 
times he seems to be persuaded of the 
genuineness of the autopsy fi lm, 



16 
though gradual ly a more sceptical 
approach appears to surface, and af­
ter examin ing various options, sug­
gests that the affair may have been 
caused by some experiment at Los 
Ala m os. 

Shawcross's speculations 
a re rendered redundant a nd his book 
is whol ly superceded by what proba­
b ly is the most thorough reinvestiga­
tion, that of Kal Korff. When I re­
viewed his book on B i l ly Mei r  I said 
that I hoped he would tackle some­
th i ng more meaty next time, a nd he 
has definite ly done that. Drawing on 
h is own researches a nd those of Rob­
ert T odd, Korff re-examines the vari­
ous claims, a nd d issects them with far 
more professional sk i l l  than that 
shown by the actors i n  the autopsy 
fi lm. Readers of Magonia wil l proba­
b ly be aware of Robert T odd's demoli­
tion of Jesse Marcel, which was noted 
by Peter Brookesmith in Government 
Files, Korff goes into painsta king de­
ta i l , leaving the reader in no doubt 
that Marcel was a fantasist of the first 
order. Other witnesses such as Frank 
Kauffman, Loretta Procter and Glen 
Davies a lso go down i n  a mass of 
contractions, impossible clai ms and 
unverifiable statements. T odd and 
Korff find witnesses l i ke l rving Newton 
who were convinced that the debris 
were from a weather bal loon al l  
a long. 

Korff leads us to the i nes­
capable conclusion that the Roswel l  
debris were from a Project Mogu l  bal­
loon, and that the great Roswel l  case 
which has taken so much of the time, 
energy, money a nd reputation of 
American ufo logy and ufologists was 
after all pretty much what the Air 
Force said it was in the first place. As 
Korff points out, even through the ex­
aggerations of time, what the wit­
nesses to the debris described was far 
more compatible with a balloon than  
with a high tech ET  spaceship. 

Korff, puts the boot i n  hard, 
only Friedman emerges with any 
credit, as a naive but essentia l ly hon­
est researcher. Of Moore, Randle and 
Schm itt the less said the better. 

Needless to say Korff gives 
very short shrift to the ludicrous 
autopsy fi l m, which is  the subject of 
the book by Hesseman a nd Mantle, 
and which is by far the wildest Roswel l  
book so far, Korff describ ing the 
orig ina l  manuscript as reaching an a l l  
time low. I n  the publ ished work the 
fictiona l ised dia logue has been omit­
ted, but just about the whole of 

Talthe, len�ard aad Tllontoa, Tl•. ,,.,_,: 16e power ol ;,. 
•irtHI langiHige l• Ill.,.,., 1300..2000. S.ttoa P•bllshl•g, I M7 
(The•es l• Hlstorr Series) £40.00, £ 1 2.99 pbk. 
A wide ra nge of papers produced as part of a project undertaken by the 
Un ivers ity of H uddersfield tracing various aspects of prophecy from the m id­
d le  ages to the present day. L ike ly  to be of particula r interest to Magonia 
readers is Rhod i Hayward's study of the 1 904/5 Welsh Reviva l .  This provides 
important backg round to the story of Ma ry Jones a nd the Egryn l ig hts. Mary 
Jones  a nd Eva n Roberts were on ly two of the c ha rismatic figures produced 
by this reviva l .  Another, Sa rah J ones c la imed she cou ld fly to heave n  receiv­
ing her instruction d i rect from Christ These messages came  in both words 
and secret patterns of stigmata which were exam ined a nd interpreted by her 
fo l lowers. Her d iscip les engaged in a series of psych ic battles against a 
growing demonic horde wh ich they bel ieved had a l ready invaded pa rlia­
ment. The reviva l a l lowed women and young people to critici se the patria r­
chy, something noted in many possession cu lts. The reviva l seems to wel l fit 
into E la ine Showater's concept of 'hystory'. 

Other papers I would d raw attention to a re J. A .  C. Roberts' study 
of the Ta iping Rebe l l ion, Peter Davies study of the u se of mi l lenn ia I imagery 
by the French Nationa l  Front, a nd of particular interest to me, Tim Thornton's 
exam ination of the l iterature of the prophecies Robert N ixon the Cheshire 
Prophet a nd Mother S hipton . This shows that whi le the former were used by 
Oldm ixton as Ha noverian propaganda, they were not a ctua l ly  invented by, it 
seems  l ike ly that the N ixon prophecies emerged from the earl ier Prophecies 
of Thomas the Rhymer some time in the late 1 6th century. 

ufologica l  fol klore is endorsed: Area 
51 , the l ies told by Richard Doty, John 
Leer a nd Bob Lazar, a ncient astro­
nauts, the Cydonia face, MJ 1 2, 
rumours that Marilyn Monroe was 
ki l led by the CIA because JFK had 
spi l led the beans to her about the a l i ­
ens i n  p i l low ta l k. 

In many ways it is s ignifi­
cant that Jesse Marcel J nr. produces a 
foreword to th is book above a l l ,  fo r it 
suggests that this farrago, a nd not the 
cleaned up versions flogged to and by 
the ufo log ical establ ishment, is what is 
rea l ly circu lating at grass roots level .  
Roswel l  is i nseparable from the whole 
background of genera l conspiracism, 
and beliefs in back-eng i neering a l ien 
technology and bodies i n  vats. 

If as seems l i kely, Roswel l  
has gone the way of the Bermuda T ri­
ang le, then the imp lications go fa r be­
yond ufology and the paranormal ;  
they ca l l  i nto question whole genres of 
investigative journa l i sm and ora l  h is­
tory. Supporters of Roswel l  were no 
doubt right in arguing that in more 
normal fields, the Roswel l  stories 
would not have subject to the same 
scepticism. Yet the sceptics were right 
on Roswel l .  How many other more 
mainstream tales of secret experi­
ments or h idden scandals, taken at 
face va lue by i nvestigative journa l ists 
l ike Shawcross, who l i ke peoples 
open, honest faces, are equa lly dubi­
ous? 

Sch•abel, Jlm. lemofe Viewers: 
"• teeref ltillory ol AllteriCII' 1 
pqfltia JfJies. Dell, 1 997. 
.£5.25, plak. 
The point I just made about i nvestiga­
tive journa l i sm and ora l  history having 
to viewed with caution appl ies with 
spades here, another book based on 
a documentary. J im  Schnabel traces, 
largely through the memories of those 
who participated, the story of what 
must surely be the strangest episode in  
the US's m i l itary h istory; the use by the 
mi l itary and inte l l igence services in the 
70s and 80s of remote viewers. This 
work a rose out the experiments con­
ducted by Targ and Puthoff and the 
Stanford Research Institute with the 
l i kes of l ngo Swann and Pat Price. The 
main purpose of the remote viewers 
was to home in on, using what used to 
be ca l led travel l i ng cla i rvoyance, en­
emy mi l itary targets. 

Schnabel appears less 
sceptical in th is book than  in Round in 
Circles and Dark White, and seems 
rather i mpressed with what he is told. 
Sceptics wi l l  poi nt out that he has had 
no way of i ndependently checking 
what his i nformants told h im, they may 
themselves have genuinely believed 
they were capable of remote viewing, 
but that doesn't mean that it was so. 
An immediate thought is that many of 
the impress ions received cou ld, with a 
bit of stretchi ng, apply to a great 
many p laces. 

Toward the end of the pro­
jects, the participants clea rly got 
bored with visit ing the same o ld 
weapons factories etc., and decided 
that investigating ET s and their hidden 
bases on Mars and Earth, their pow­
ers, reasons for being here etc. The 
result obviously owes everyth i ng to 
co l lective imagination and noth ing to 
psych ic powers. Not for nothing did 
these techniques used to be known as 
active imagination. 

Schnabel tried his hand at 
remote viewing and seems rather 
convinced by the results, yet he to 
comes up with stereotyped imagery of 
ET veh icles, just what his supervisor 
wanted to hear. Subtle cueing telepa­
thy?, Schnabel isn't sure, but it gives us 
a clue as to what is going on in a l l  
these imagination work activities. 

In the course of their work, 
the remote viewers at times seemed to 
entered very much into alte rnate states 
and virtual realities, where a l l  sorts of 
spooky stuff happened, i nclud ing a 
vision of a severed arm, followed by a 
visit from an MIB: "He was nonde­
script and unthreatening somewhere in 
middle age. He wal ked . . .  very slowly, 
with a stiff gait to the middle of the 
room . . .  He turned around and said i n  
an  oddly stilted voice, Oh I guess . . .  I 
must . . .  be . . .  in . . .  the wrong . . .  room And 
with that he walked out slowly, stiffly, 
giving a l l  of them time to see that one 
sleeve of h is grey su it pi nned to his 
side, was empty . . .  '' 

Though not perhaps as 
sceptical as it might have been, th is 
book nonetheless provides an i llumi­
nating portrait of the strange charac­
ters involved, and the extent to which 
the mi l itary shared the popular para­
norma l fol k lore. A world of characters 
l ike General Stubblebine, a l ias Gen­
eral Spoonbender a nd his spoon 
bending parties. Wouldn't Sergeant 
B i lko have loved it. 
Rosellfhal, Bernlce Glaller (edi­
tor). flte Ocwlf l• l••si•• ••ll 
Sorief c.,,.,,.. C.rnell u.�w.,. 
sity Press, 1 997 . .£ 1 9.50, pbk. 
This col lection of essays traces in 
ch ronological fashion the i nfluence of 
broadly occult and paranormal beliefs 
on Russian cu lture. The main emphasis 
is on e lite cu ltu re, most especia l ly lit­
eratu re, from the mid ni neteenth­
century onwards, but wider topics a re 
a lso addressed. In some respects 
these essays para l le l  the studies of the 
influence of western occulti sm from 
the mid nineteenth century onwards 
undertaken by histo rians such as 



James Webb, and one can certainly 
see how much Imperial Russia shared 
in many of the cultural trends of the 
period. 

A theme of several of the 
writers is not quite 'the occu� roots of 
Bolshevism', but certainly the ex1ent to 
which occult and pseudoscientific 
ideas were given a scientific g loss in  
the early Bolshevik era. Of particular 
interest are discussions of Cosmicism 
a sort of scientisitic, or science fic­
tional quasi-religion, derived in part 
from the ideas of Nikolai Fedorov 
( 1828-1 903). Central to this movemen­
t's manic technicism, reminiscent of H. 
G. Wells at his most grandiose, was a 
belief in space exploration, both for 
the purpose of collecting the d is­
persed atoms of the dead so they 
could be scientifically resurrected, and 
for providing homes for said resur­
rected. This idea of a central, quasi­
total itarian cosmic task for human­
kind, finds echoes in the techno­
process theology of such Western sci­
ence writers as Frank Tipler a nd  
David Darli ng. 

Home for many fringe 
thinkers in both Imperial and early 
Soviet Russia was the town of Kaluga. 
Among its residents was the astronau­
tics pioneer Konstantin T siolkovsky 
who, according to Michael Hegen­
meister, writing in this volume, *be­
lieved in the existence of conscious 
intell igent beings, more perfect than 
humans but nearly incorporeal, ethe­
real and therefor incomprehensible to 
us . . .  (who) . . .  send messages to humans 
using atmospheric or heavenly sym-

bols, and averred that he himself was 
twice witness to such events. • T siolk­
ovsky appears to have believed that 
humanity would eventually transmute 
into a form of immortal radiant en­
ergy. When one notes the spiritualistic 
and occult beliefs of the German 
rocket pioneer (and incidentally sup­
porter to the neo-Nazi National 
Democratic Party) Herman Oberth, 
who received messages of cosmic 
wisdom channelled from an entity 
called Rho Sigma, the possibility of a 
radica l ly revisionist history of the 
space race opens up. Another person 
involved in this tradition was the psy­
chical researcher Leonid Vasiliev, 
while Maxim Gorky had a strong in­
terest in telepathy as a possible means 
of propagandising the masses. 

Holly Stephens examines 
the numerous strands of occult beliefs 
in Russia today, many of which will 
eventual ly come over to the west no 
doubt, whi le in her conclusion Or Ro­
senthal traces the political implica­
tions of occult beliefs in Russia from 
the turn of the century to today. Some 
of these have clear rad ical-right over­
tones, and show simila rities to the 
ideas of the French radical right oc­
cultist Jacques Bergier, including ad­
miration for Rene Gueron. Or Rosen­
thal concludes that as the year 2000 
looms ever closer the occult threats to 
fuse with apocalyptic fears in extrem­
ist political ideologies. Politically the 
occult is dangerous. Fusion paranoia 
is as a l ive and wel l  in  Russia as in  the 
States. 

Gl If, ,. .... ..... , c ....... .......... ,., ... , •• .,. 
., ..._. U•h•nltr .t ewc  ... ,,.., 1 M7. $21.95. 
Traces the relationship between rel ig ion and science in the period from 1 945 
to circa 1 965. The emphasis here is on how rel ig ious bodies sought to work 
with science, present their own versions of it, the relationship of the two with 
the mass media. Of main interest to Magonia readers is l ikely to be the d is ­
cussion of the Velikovsky affair, concentrating on Velikovsky's adversaria l 
relationship with the astronomer Harlow Shapely, and h is supportive rela­
tionship with the philosopher Horace Kal len. Gilbe rt  sees rel ig ious concerns 
at the heart of Velikovsky's project, the need to a uthenticate the h istory of the 
newly independent state of I srael. Also of interest is a discuss ion of the UFO 
controversy based on research in the papers of  Donald Menzel. No great 
surprises there. Gilbert also d iscusses Menzel's genera l  involvement in the 
problems of rel ig ion and science, inc lud ing h is col la boration with Frank Ca­
pra as an adviser to the cartoon Our Mr Sun and his role as an advisor to 
the space exhibit at the Seattle World Science Fair of 1 962. What stuck me 
was how foreign the past  of  the 1 950;s now looks. Can one imagine the U S  
government promoting scientific sermons b y  the Moody Institute of Science 
now? Though the topics d iscussed here are of great relevance to our inter­
ests, I can't say this treatment sparkles, it has a curiously old-fashioned air  to 
it; and I never got a sense of real insig ht as opposed to reportage. 

a-, llclaanl .... •••••• , ... 
.... .. .... . ,_., ,.._ 
... ,.., , ...... , . .., ... 
..w ...... ...... ,,..., 1 997 
$21.95. 
This excellent piece of science history 
writing tells the story of the search for 
the phantom planet, Vu lean which was 
thought to lie inside the orbit of Mer­
cury, and to expla in anomalies in the 
orbit of that planet; similar anomalies 
in the orbit of Ura nus having led to the 
discovery of Neptune. One of the prin­
cipals i n  that discovery, the leading 
French astronomer J.  J .  Le Verrier was 
the main  protagonist in  the search for 
the mystery planet or planets which 
were throught to be perturbing Mer­
cury's orbit. Soon evidence for the mys­
tery planet began to emerge, most 
importantly a sighting by the obscure 
country doctor, Lescarbau�. Despite 
many searchers no real confirmation 
was ever found, though occasional 
sightings were recorded, most notably 
those by the American astronomers 
James C. Watson and his disciple Le­
wis Swift. The development of the 
general theory of relativity by Einstein 
explained the anomalies of Mercury's 
orbit without reference to Vu lean and 
the episode vanished into history. 

This book is, of course, 
primarily aimed at a readership in­
terested in a h istory of astronomy and 
covers a much wider ground than the 
search for Vu lean itself. lt does mean 
that, though the authors make a pass­
ing reference to the similarity with the 
claimed discovery of the canals of 
Mars, they do not really place the 
supposed discovery of Vu lean in the 
ful l  context of pathological science . 
Vulcan however fits in there perfectly; 
the charismatic promoter, the am­
biguous observations made in difficu� 
circumstances, the bandwagon jump­
ers, the failure of concerted searches 
but just enough titbits of anecdotal 
evidence to whet the appetites of a 
small coterie of true believers. 

.,. •• , c.  ..... ,. C..-lc , • .,. 
age: a sciHIHic ..._,..., of 
•xtralerrestrlals wlsllllg l ..... 
D._, 1996 .120.M. 
The story of Courtney Brown, and his 
claim that the comet Hale-Bopp was 
being shadowed by a a lien space ship 
which he had visited by remote view­
ing has recently figured in FT and 
elsewhere. Th is  book tel ls  the whole 
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sad story of  this obscure and appar­
ently rational coJiege professor be­
came convinced by using techniques 
he cal ls remote viewing, but others 
would 
cal l  active imagination, that he was in 
telepathic com munication with Mor­
tians who were shortly going to seek 
economic asylu m  on earth. Indeed 
there is a colony of them in Nevada 
right now, to say nothing of the Greys, 
a nd  just for a change Jesus, God etc. 
This is someone who actual ly thinks in 
Startreckese, and the book never rises 
above the banal. lt would perhaps be 
over-charitable to conclude that it is a 
simple fraud as I fear that the author 
probably believes it all. As such it is 
sad demonstration of the depths of 
near imbecile credu lity and self delu­
sion that formerly rational and intell i­
gent people can plunge when they 
take a belief in the paranormal and a 
literal interpretation of the fantasies 
generated by active imagination 
techniques to their i l logical l im its. One 
reason that Brown might have got l ike 
this is his involvement with T ranscen­
dental Meditation. Warning TM can 
seriously damage your sense of the 
absurd! 

AARDVARK 
BOOKs 

U FOs, 
Cryptozoology 

Psychic Research 
Ghosts 

Conspiracies 
Urban Legends 

Forte ana 
Fringe Science 

A wide range of books 
on these topics and 

more is always avail­
able. send large SAE 
for bookl ists. Let me 
know your interests. 

Peter Rogerson, 
8 Braddon Avenue, 

Urmston, Manchester, 
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Casslrer, Ma.tr.cl. Mecla.• • 
trial: tM story of H.._ D•��ca• 
aiiCi tlle Wltcllcraft Act. P. N. 
Pulalcatiou, I 996. £12.50 
plak. 
In fhis  somewhat confusing ly arranged 
book, whi ch p lunges i nto its subject 
without as it were setting fhe scene 
fully, Manfred Cassirer tries a piece of 
heroic historica l revisionism, the re­
habi l itation of Helen Duncan, a me­
dium genera l ly regarded as pretty 
much the epitome of fraudu lent medi­
ums, and tel ling the story of her 
brushes with fhe law. A las, fhe photo­
graphs reproduced in  this book sug­
gest that h i s  task is going to be a bout 
as fruitful as that of those wishing to 
argue fhat H itler and Sta l in were 
kind ly, much ma l igned, old coves. 
They shriek fake, and Cassirer has to 
concede as much, i ndeed I think one 
would be hard pressed to fi nd a ny five 
year old chi ldren who would fh ink  that 
fhe materia l i sed Peggy is a crudely put 
together doll, i ndeed its face looks 
l ike it once belonged to a Mr  Punch 
who had seen better days. With this as 
fhe only evidence that we can examine 
for ourselves Cassire r's a rguments 
which boi l  down to fhe fad that peo­
ple who were not obviously unba l ­
anced, and had had a reasonable 
education had testified to her genu­
iness just don't cut any ice. 

Indeed he h imself related 
an episode which may give a clue as 
to what is real ly going on in these 
cases. A group of people in a psy­
chologist's role p laying game came to 
believe fhat the people playing a cer­
ta in role, say the i r  mother, had taken 
on the mannerisms and features of 
their mother. This suggests how in­
adequate naive realist views of per­
ception a re, and points to fhe very 
strong role that memory, imagination 
and the bra in's pattern bui ld ing abi l i ­
ties can p lay in  our bu i ld ing up mod­
els a nd narratives of fhe world. Nor­
mal ly these models are i ndeed a close 
replica of the world out there, but 
fhere are conditions when they a re 
not, and fh is can lead to situations in  
which someone look ing at  the medium 
or even a crude dol l  may i ndeed see a 
very c lear menta l image of Aunt Ber­
fha or whatever. 

Clarko, C. J. S. leality Through 
the Lookiag Glass: science ancl 
awan•ss in the post n�oclon 

worlcl. Floris Books, 1 996. 
£ 1 1 .99, plak. 
More post modernist correctness, with 
ritua l  obsequencies to Carlos Cas­
taneda, even fhough C larke reludan ly 
has to adm it that he was probably a 
fake, though doesn't seem to think that 
matters much. There a re the oh, so, 
politica l ly  correct denunciations of fhe 
patriarchy, references to the n ine mi l ­
l ion vi dims of fhe witch burn ings (ac­
tua l ly latest estimates 40,000-
1 00,000), and so on. I get the feel i ng 
that people l i ke this actua l ly do be­
lieve that if you accept that the earth 
goes a round the sun you a re part of 
the forces of oppression 

Storr, Anthony. Feot of Clay: a 
stvcly of Gurus. HarporCoHins, 
1 997. £6.99, plak. 
The Jungia n  psychologist, Anthony 
Storr, studies the personal ities of the 
charismatic rel ig ious and ph ilosophi­
ca l leaders he terms Gurus; those who 
dispense spiritua l  advice to us lesser 
mortals. Among those that Storr d is­
cusses a re Jim Jones, David Koresh 
Gurdj ieff, Rayneesh, Steiner, Jung, 
Pau l  Brutton, and perhaps more con­
trovers ia l ly Loyola and Jesus. Storr 
sees these spiritua l  leaders as essen­
tia l ly narcissistic, self absorbed indi­
vidua ls  who can attract disciples but 
not friends. Many appear to have had 
at least one major psychologica l  
breakdown in  their l ives from which 
fhey have emerged with a sense of 
certainty and mission. 

Much of what Storr writes 
about these figures can be appl ied 
with equal force to a wide range of 
charismatic figures ranging from L 
Ron Hubbard to A lista i r  Crowley, po­
litica l cu lt leaders such as Lyndon La 
Rouche and Gerry Healey, from 
micro-tyrants such as Fred West or fhe 
tyrannica l  care workers recently in the 
news, to the rea l McCoy such as Sad­
dam Hussein and Pol Pot. Al l  fhese 
figures can inspire obedience and de­
votion  despite actions ranging from 
the m i ld ly absu rd to fhe terrifying. 

There is a problem with 
such psychologica l  approaches, in 
fhey can be used to pathologise o r  
medica lise a ny re ligious or pol itica l 
views one happens to find u nattrac­
tive, and to some extent Storr fa l l s  into 
that trap. He does not seem to be 
aware of the wide body of sociology 
of re l igion l iterature on new re l igious 

movements; a nd in the case of Koresh 
re l ies on wildly sensationa l  press re­
ports of the sacrifice of babies etc. 

Jo•y lanclles. lnrolllg""'g 
16e '""" IHind Mll Hte Men la 
IIIHir ,,_ .. non, Platlrus, 
1 997. £1.99. 
lt is tempting to attribute fhe MIB motif 
in ufology to writers such as Gray 
Barker, James Moseley or John Keel, 
but UFO witnesses rea l ly do receive 
vis its from journa l ists, ufologists and, 
occasiona l ly, pol ice officers and gov­
ernment officia ls. In this book Jenny 
Randles va l ia ntly attempts to make 
some k ind of sense out of the often 
bizarre MIB stories, and she does it i n  
a manner which is both entertain ing 
and informative. 

One of Jenny's main theo­
ries is that many of fhe MIB a re rea l  
a nd are government agents investi­
gating U FO reports and witnesses. 
Their eccentric behaviour is del iberate 
in order to make reports about them 
seem incredib le a nd thus to d iscour­
age serious enqui ries i nto their activi­
ties. 

There a re some cases, 
though, where thi s  explanation some­
how doesn't seem to fit. For example, 
the re was the case which began  with 
the witness seeing merely "a wh ite 
l ight moving slowly across fhe sky". 
He said that he was visited by two 
men c laimi ng to be from the Ministry 
of Defence, who to ld h im that the ob­
ject was only a Russian sate l l ite. Later 
fhe witness complained to investiga­
tors that two men in a black Jaguar 
car were pa rking outside his house at 
nights. Eventua l ly the police were per­
suaded to investigate. 

Now, ufologists a re fami l­
ia r with mysterious cars which sta l k  
U FO witnesses. (Students o f  modern 
fol klore will a lso be aware of the cars 
used by bogus socia l  workers and 
suchlike.) In these cases witnesses 
hardly ever note the car registration 
number. On those rare occasions 
when they do, th ings can get compli­
cated. 

Wel l ,  the police staked out 
the area a nd at this point you wi l l  be 
th inking that the car fa i led to appear, 
leaving witness and ufologists grin­
ning sheepish ly, having wasted fhe 
va luable time of busy coppers with 
better things to do. But the car d id ap­
pear, so we are told, and the police 
took its number, which they quickly 
found not to be registered. Now they 
were rea l ly i nterested and were in­
structed to bri ng in the occupants for 
questioning the fol lowing night. So the 
car fa iled to appea r  fhe fo l lowing 
night, then? No, it was there a l l  right 
and two pol icemen wa lked up to it, 
one on each side a nd (pause for fit of 
giggles) what happened next? Yes, 
you've got it! The car "just melted 
away into noth ingness". 

Jenny admits that th is 
means the men in fhe car were un­
l ikely to be government agents, and 
that the police made no officia l record 
of th is un l ikely i ncident, which "makes 
fhe case hard for anyone to verify". 

This is obviously one of fhe 
numerous MIB cases where the prob­
lem is to discover who is kidding 
whom. Or do we need to look for 
more subtle psycho logical explana­
tions? These would i nclude confabula­
tion, hal lucinations, delusions and 
fa lse memories. lt's very easy for peo­
p le involved in MIB and other strange 
goings on to get confused, as in a 
case efficiently investigated and ex­
p la ined by the Norfhern Anomalies 
Research Organisation. Unfortunately, 
the strict dress code imposed on 
ufologists in north-west England 
(which we have previously mentioned 
in Magonia) led some people to be­
lieve that witnesses had been visited 
by MIB, who were rea l ly only NARO 
members weari ng their regu lation 
dark suits. 

There a re many ofher weird 
stories in this book, and Jenny con­
siders a l l  reasonable explanations, 
and a few unreasonable ones. I en­
joyed reading it and consider it a 
va luable contribution to the literature 
on this subject. JH 

Dowers, Eclio. Goodbye AJ•i•: exporieMOI wil6 ,.,.,., lored 
ones. Andrews a•cl McMMI (Universal Press Syndicate 4520 
Maine Street, Kansas City, Missouri, 641 1 1 ) 1 997, $ 1 8.95, 
£ 1 1.99. 
Probably the first book length treatment of experiences of the bereaved wh ich 
they interpret as encounters with the ir deceased loved ones. These range from 
bofh solid looking, classical SPR type apparitions, through wispy fo l kloric 
ghosts to omens, noises, smells a nd vague senses of presence. The memorates 
co l lected here seem to reflect fhe coexistence of very traditiona l motifs and be­
liefs 
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S .. wahr, llaiH. Hy,.,..: 

,,.,.,.., ., .... .  , ...,. 
.,. ct�llwe. Plcaclor, 1 997. 
.£1 6.99. 
Eloine Showalter traces the develop­
ment of the concept of hysteria and 
asks the question what has happened 
to hysteria today. She finds it al ive 
and well and living in the social pan­
ics and rumours of our age. 

In the first part of her book, 
Showalter chronicles the changing 
concepts of hysteria and provides 
definitions. The one that seems to fit 
most is that of a socia l ly constructed 
mimetic i l l ness, the symptoms of which 
can vary from culture to culture. She 
notes the profound difficulties which 
arise in just providing an acceptable 
and coherent defi nition of the what 
this i l lness; rea l ly is. She quotes one 
expert Richard Webster as suggesting 
the term spectral symptoms, cou ld we 
perhaps suggest the terms virtual 
symptoms and or virtual i l lness, and 
thus l ink up with other kinds of virtual  
expenence 

From the beginning hys­
teria was usually associated with 
women, and there is a troubled rela­
tionship between the notions of hys­
teria and feminism; a circumstance not 
helped by the use of the term hysteria 
as a genera l term of abuse, particu­
larly in England, where it is seen as 
something belonging to the lesser 
breeds without. Male hysteria was 
seen as even more problematical and 
new terms had to be invented to a l low 
discussion to take place. 

Showa lter documents the 
role of charismatic figures l ike 
Charcot and Freud in the study of hys­
teria; and traces the development of 
Freud's views on repressed memory 
and sexual abuse, orig inal ly propos­
ing that hysteria was the result of re­
pressed memories of sexual abuse; 
later changing his mind and suggest­
ing that they were the result of sup­
pressed incestuous desires on the part 
of the child. Showa�er suggests nei­
ther is correct, and that the memories 
of abuse Freud uncovered were the 
result of suggestion. She provides ex­
amples of previous psychogenic out­
breaks, and suggests that there is 
strong element of psychogenic infec­
tion in the spread of anorexia and bu­
limia. 

The second part, the image 
of the hysteric in l iterature and fi lm is 
something which I wil l  pass over for 
the thi rd part of this book, the study of 

��showalter's book 
is no t the ultimate 
solution, but it is 
one you should all 

read'' 
six modern examples of hysterical 
epidemics. These are Chronic Fatigue 
Syndrome; Gulf War Syndrome, re­
covered memories of abuse, multiple 
personality disorder, Satanic abuse 
memories and memories of a l ien ab­
ductions. The four  latter cases have of 
course al l been the subject of intense 
discussion in Magonia. Much of 
Showater's arguments wi l l  be fami l iar 
to our readers, and in the case of the 
alien abduction narratives her discus­
sion is l imited to a handful of texts. 
She does make the important point 
that a l l  these movement l ink in to the 
pervasive paranoid mood of the times. 

. One might a lso add that they contain 
one core common motif, the idea that 
between the interstices of our normal  
lives, we lead another, secret life, and 
in the majority of these cases that life 
is a s inister one. If our overt life can­
not expla in our present discontents 
then maybe the covert life of the gaps 
in the narratives of our memories can. 

Multiple personality pro­
vides the ultimate excuse, l ike the ch i ld 
blaming the spilt mi lk and broken 
window on the imagina ry companion, 
it is not the 'real me' that is responsi­
ble for bad behaviour, failure to ad 
according to socia l ly sanctioned roles, 
and or general fou l  mood, it is the 
'other, the stranger within'. Though 
Showalter does not refer to it, the a l ­
ters have taken on a more sinister 
role, that of the betrayer with in. Sa­
tanic abuse victims will complain that 
treacherous alters have revealed their 
whereabouts to the cu lts and have 
taken them to the meetings. We have 
gone beyond the u ltimate betrayer be­
ing the traitor in the house, now it is 
the traitor in the head. This must be 
the u ltimate paranoia, you're not on ly 
persecuted by and cannot trust every­
one else, you cannot trust yourself, 
and you are persecuting you. 

Newer to Magonia read­
ers, and it wou ld appear by far the 
most controversia l  of the ideas in this 

book is the d iscussion of Chronic Fa­
tigue Syndrome a nd Gulf War Syn­
drome in terms of hysterical out­
breaks. While many people would ac­
cept that people who claim to have 
been the victims or perpetrators of 
mass cannibalism, or to have been 
transported through sol id wal l s  by in­
visible a liens are probably not relat­
ing events taking place in the space of 
physics and geography, and that their 
ful l  biographies often reveal they have 
very strange troubled lives not l ike 
most peoples, the victims of CFS and 
GWS are often, on the surface at 
least, the epitome of normality. Surely 
their very rea l  symptoms cannot be al l 
in the mind?  

Magonia readers wi l l  have 
realised by now the fa lsity of such ar­
guments, and Showalter makes a very 
good case i ndeed. She points out that 
CFS/ME is in fad a new label for a 
syndrome which has been known for a 
long time under a variety of labels; 
neurasthenia, nervous exhaustion etc. 
(I could add that what were the same 
symptoms were often labelled in the 
1 920s - 1 950s as anaemia. In adoles­
cents they were often referred to as 
growing pains). These were a l l  syn­
dromes with multiple, free floating 
protean symptoms which leave few 
physica l traces. As Showalter points 
out, if someone says they are tired 
how can you prove it otherwise. The 
descriptions that Showalter includes 
including hypersensitivity to sound and 
light read l ike the characters in Just 
William books who were 'martyrs to 
their nerves'. 

lt a lso sounds l ike the mys­
terious electromagnetic a l lergies and 
other varieties of T otal Al lergy Syn­
dromes, whose a l leged sufferers 
never seem to have the classic symp­
toms of swel l ing a nd shock displayed 
by sufferers from real a l lergies. These 
are surely mimetic, virtual  a l lergies. 
Showalter wonders what has hap­
pened to classic Charcotian g rand 

hysteria That is a l ive and well a nd  liv­
ing in the a l lergy clinics. Albert Bud­
den's cla im that there is a l ink between 
abduction type experiences and these 
a llergies may wel l  be true, but what 
that l ink signifies is a common psy­
chogenic origin l inking two apparently 
quite separate hystories. 

From T AS with its evocation 
of ideas of contamination and pollu­
tion, indeed one might ca l l  it the 
ideologisation of obsessive compul­
sive rituals of cleanl iness, it is a short 
step to Gulf War Syndrome, a modern 
myth of contamination. Some of the 
accounts related by Showa�er brings 
this out clearly. One woman experi­
enced a burn ing sensation when he 
husbands semen touches her skin, an­
other that her husbands semen is a 
toxic substance that causes sores, blis­
ters which actual ly open and b leed. 
To these women their husbands semen 
is a transmitter of the pol lution of war. 
Is this a medica lised version of the 
traditional belief that the returning 
warrior must undergo some ceremony 
of ritual purification to was� the blood 
and hate of battle away be1ore re­
entering domestic life. Without it se­
men is not a carrier of life, but a 
bringer of death. 

To what extent a pure ly 
psychological expla nation suffices for 
these rumours is problematic, my own 
guess is that there is no separate psy­
chologica l  space that is not a lso in­
habited on the one side by society and 
on the other by biology. The psycho­
genic conflicts discussed by the Freu­
dian  psychologists seem to involve a 
constant struggle between the de­
mands and bio logy and the demands 
of  society. Our myths reflect not just 
personal fears but those of a whole 
society. Hysteria is born out of ab­
sence of power, the need to affirm 
some control in an uncontro l led world. 
The narratives of abduction and abuse 
reflect the powerlessness, sti l l  felt most 
acutely by women, but as down-sizing 
continues wi l l  appear more and more 
in the male population. The syndromes 
and virtual diseases, one might ca l l  
them somatic rumours, may  be  escape 
roots. CFS/ME offers a socia l ly  ac­
ceptable parachute out of the rat race. 
In a radical ly medica l ised society dis­
ease becomes the only mechanism of 
political protest. 

Showalter's book is not the 
ultimate solution, but it is another 
brick in the wa l l, and one you should 
a l l read. 
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Cat ancl Mousehole 
..... 
Wel l  we fina l ly found some genuine 
catnapping, and, guess what? lt's not 
wicked German Ukrainian Jewish 
fur-traders, Chinese restaurateurs or 
evil Satanists who are doing it, but 
good old British cat-lovers. The little 
Cornish fishing vil lage of Mousehole 
(yes!) has been p lagued by hol iday­
makers trying to make of with the lo­
cal kitties after reading the best­
sel l ing ch i ldren's book The Mousehole 
Cat, which tells the story of O ld Tom 
and h is cat Mowzer, who risk their 
lives to bri ng  back fish for the fam­
ished vil lagers at Christmas. 

Local cat owner Sue 
Bartley, seen in our winsome picture 
with her cat Dennis, heard a visitor's 
chi ld ask of her own cat "Is it 
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Mowser's baby?" She says: "Next 
thing I knew they had picked it up and 
were down the street." When she ac­
cused the visitor of steal ing her cat the 
man said he though Dennis was a 
stray, and "the child went crazy a nd 
accused me of stealing Mowzer. I had 
to tell him there was no such cat . . .  " 

David Redhead, the local  
newsagent, said i t  was common to see 
visitors looking for black and white 
cats: "They a l l  want to touch Mowzer ­
even adults. If you said anything you 
would be destroying a dream." Sun­
day Telegraph, 24 August 1 997. 

The Cult of Dlana 
The outpouring of public g rief after 
the tragic death of Princess Diana 
seems to be taking on some of the as­
pects of a potentia l  cult. Besides the 
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vast number of offerings that were left 
at the Royal Palaces, we have seen the 
modern equivalent of smal l  wayside 
shrines being set up: even a poster 
pinned to some rai li ngs in Mortlake 
H igh Street attracted bunches of 
flowers. Elsewhere visions of Diana 
have been seen. People queuing to 
sign books of condolence at Kensing­
ton Palace reported that her face ap­
peared in a portrait hanging in a cor­
ridor. There has been an  account of a 
medieval-sounding miracu lous birth: 
the Daily Mail reported that a baby 
born while the funeral was taking 
place did not cry until the two-minute 
si lence period was over. 

The death of Mother T ere sa 
at a lmost the same time contributed to 
a sort of aura of saintliness over both 
women and there have been sugges­
tions that the two should be canon­
ised, a lthough those making these 
ca l ls seem to have little idea of what 
this  process i nvolves. lt would seem 
that the next stage in this  process 
might be 'miraculous' heal ings attrib­
uted to the Pri ncess. We await devel ­
opments. 

He Spelt Our Name 
Right 
Quote of the Quarter comes from 
Spacemen, Demons and Conspiracies, 
by Jerome (lark (FUFOR, 1 997) : 
"The psychosocia l hypothesis proved 
to be a theory more suited to counter­
cultural ists, Jungians, Eng lish majors 
(what's the a rmy got to do with it? 
Ed. ], and l ibrarians ... " - oooh, those 
librarians, they are awful - "By the end 
of the 1 980s, psychosocial ufology 
had run out of inte l lectual  energy, but 
its sti l l -walking corpse wanders 
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through the pages of England's 
Magonia, edited by John Rim mer, with 
regular contributions from such keep­
ers of the flame as Peter Rogerson, 
H ilary Evens, Martin S. Kottmeyer 
(never knew about the 'S'; what does 
that stand for? Ed. ] and Nigel Watson, 
and continues to make its presence 
felt in Fortean Times ... " 

Thanks for the mention 
Jerry, we look forward to reviewing 
your monograph in the next issue if 
you care to send us a copy. Now I 
must go and adjust my shroud. 

Sta•piag Greuncl 
After its 'ufology' stamp (BackPage, 
Magonia 60) San Marino has pro­
duced another remarkably Magonian 
postage stamp. Reproducing some 
obscure comic strip ca l led Dylan Dog 
(sic. ), the stamp shows a Magonia- l ike 
ship sai l ing through the clouds 
strongly reminscent of this magazine's 
logo. The post office's publicity blurb 
says that the hero of the strip, his face 
inspired by Ruper Everett: "is reserved 
but fascinating . . .  he confronts demons 
and zombies, monsters, vampires and 
those horrors that are within us a l l .  .. " 
Much l ike you average Magonia edi­
tor real ly. 


