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Peter Rogerson's 

NORTHERN ECHOES 
In his 25 Years Ago column in the pages 
of the previous issue of our esteemed 
organ, our great leader paid handsome 
tribute to the notorious INTCAT. which 
used to (dis?)grace the pages of the old 
MUFOB and the early editions of 
Magonia. lt was truly a child of its time, 
a time of naive youth, when I actually 
thought you could tidily separate posi­
tive and negative cases. lt was as I 
worked on INTCA T, and in the many 
discussions with my collaborators on the 
project that I began to realise that things 
were much more complicated. There 
were no unambiguously positive cases, 
and not all negative verdicts were se­
cure. Getting half an ear on the often 
passionate debates in the French 
ufological circles of the time about the 
revisionist studies of the 1954 wave was 
a real eye opener. Even today British 
and American ufologists blithely quote 
cases from that period that their French 
colleagues had dismissed as hoaxes 20 
years ago. The reason is largely that lit­
tle of this literature has ever been pub­
lished in English. 

You note I said collabora­
tors. I had help from a number of over­
seas ufologists, such as Richard Heiden, 
Jacques Bonabot, T ed Bloecher, Aloin 
Gamard, Dove Webb and Barry 
Greenwood, not all of whom by any 
means shared my own opinions- it does 
of course go without saying that I re­
ceived no help, interest or encourage­
ment from BUFORA whose officials 
adopted their usual attitude of 'if we 
can't run it, we don't want to know'. In 
any case occult speculation not hard 
slog was their forte at the time. 

After spending the best part 
of a decade on INTCAT, I largely aban­
doned the whole subject in the early 
1980's keeping in my hand with the odd 
speculative article. lt was the period of 
my transition from new ufologist to 
sceptic. My current incarnation as book 
reviewer in chief has done little to as­
suage my scepticism. 

Reading through book after 
book one encounters time after time 
statements to the effect that X, Y or Z 
happened to A, B and C. What this 
means at best is that A has produced a 
narrative which purports to be his or her 
memory of certain experiences which 
s/he alleges B and C also encountered. 
Investigator 0 may get similar memo-

rates from B and C, but often not. More 
often a precis of 0' s report appears in 
a book or magazine, from which it is 
further summarised by author E, who is 
then quoted by F who is quoted by G. 

Every one of these stages 
produces problems. We surely know 
enough of the problems of perception to 
know that even in the tiny proportion of 
cases in which we have real-time re­
porting either by tape, mobile phone or 
notebook, there are likely to distortions. 
The task of translating perceptions into 
words, which must depend on the verbal 
skills and cultural background of the 
reporter, will lead to even more distor-
tions. 

But 99% of the cases re­
ported in anomaly literature are not real 
time reports, but memorates of past 
events, maybe only hours in the past, but 
in many cases, years ago. Here we en­
counter all the problems of memory, its 
distortions, false memories, confabula­
tion, etc. The task of organising what 
may be difficult-to-express memories 
into coherent narratives will introduce 
still further problems. What I said about 
real time reports applies in spades. Es­
pecially when memories are ambiguous, 
vague or very anomalous, there is likely 
to be recourse to cultural narrative­
telling traditions. The standardisation of 
abduction and NDE memorates is 
probably occurring here. Narrators 
make u!.e of words, phrases, and whole 
chunks of narrative from similar stories 
they have read or heard. A tendency to 
tabloid speak may take place. Narra­
tors may believe that a good narrative 
ought to have certain features. These 
may include conversion themes such as 
'I was a sceptic until.. .... ', 'I was shown a 
photo of great aunt Mabel and the fig­
ure I saw in my kitchen was her' or 'the 
policeman who investigated said his 
superiors knew all about this but weren't 
permitted to reveal...' or the linking of 
discrete imagery into a coherent narra­
tive. 

Even now the processes have 
hardly begun. If a narrative is investi­
gated, the investigators almost invaria­
bly supply their own agenda, they will 
often supply the witness with new vo­
cabulary and imagery with which to ex­
press their ideas, in many cases they will 
supply a ready made ideology (ETHism, 
spiritualism, belief in conspiracies etc., 

etc.) around which the witnesses may 
organise their experiences. Where there 
are multiple investigations, the later in­
vestigators may be simply relayed the 
propaganda of the first to get on the 
scene. Even the narrative itself will 
probably have been changed. This still 
applies when the same investigators in­
terview the witness on several occa­
sions. One should also note that wit­
nesses may tailor their narratives to dif­
ferent investigators, depending on the 
latter's sex, age, apparent friendliness, 
appearance, education, compatibility 
with the witness, personal beliefs, etc. 

Next come the problems 
which occur when the investigators re­
duce what may by a mass of recordings 
or notes into a publishable narrative. 
They may be guided by what parts of 
the narrative agree most with their own 
beliefs or agendas; more subtly they will 
be guided by what they think the witness 
experienced, what mental imagery the 
witnesses' narrative(s) conjure up in their 
heads. The published narrative will also 
be affected by the education, literary 
and verbal skills and life experiences of 
the rnvestigators, and those of the as­
sumed audience. When other writers use 
this first-generation narrative as a basis 
of their own precis, further selection, 
bias and misreading are likely to occur. 
This can go on for numerous genera­
tions of narrative production. The final 
result that we see in any given book may 
therefor bear very little resemblance to 
what 'actually happened'. Moreover we 
can never discover exactly what 'actu­
ally happened'- we weren't there and in 
the witness(es) mind(s). We may on the 
basis of past experience make good 
guesses. Certainly in many UFO cases in 
particular, we might be able to work out 
to our satisfaction what might have 
stimulated the original perception. But, 
we are never going to be in a position 
of proving, on the basis of narratives 
alone, that any given event is truly 
anomalous. 

By the time we get to 
catalogue-type precis, we must give up 
any notion of positive and negative and 
recognise that at best we are getting 
nothing other than very reduced and 
probably very biased collections of folk 
stories. They may still say something of 
our general cultural beliefs however. 



Other UFO-related cases of 
unusual human behaviour involve 
the complete abandonment of h ighly 
sensitive listen ing posts by several 
US m ilitary personnel in Germany, 
so they m ight meet with a flying 
sa ucer that they believed was com­
ing to Earth to pick them up, as well 
as the pla nned rad ioactive assassi­
nation of local government officials 
in New York State by UFO aficio­
nados who thought that the a uthori­
ties were covering up information 
about a sa ucer that had crashed 
near Long I sland. 

Of course, these a re ex­
treme examples and it would be to­
tally unfa i r  of me to pa int the entire 
UFO subculture with the same 
brush. For, many saucer buffs a re 
intelligent, hard-work ing a nd well­
mean ing folks and it is, in fact, pre­
cisely because of their good inten­
tions a nd belief in the UFO phe­
nomenon that they can be easi ly 
man ipulated and exploited by char­
ismatic, unscrupulous and deluded 
individuals who may be operating 
within the sa ucer movement itself. 

I nterestingly, in the early 
days of UFO charlatanism, the 
schemes (much like the developing 
UFO phenomenon) lacked the so­
phistication of today's 
technological-sounding seams, 
which not only i nclude an a rray of 
bogus classified documents, photos, 
video footage a nd crashed sa ucer 
artifacts, but also the sanction of a 
growing number of credulous pro­
fessionals who treat abductees a nd 
reportedly help them to deal with 
the post-traumatic stress a nd l inger­
ing anx iety of repeated experiences 
with alien beings that had k id­
napped a nd abused them. 

All th is at the ins istence 
(and, in many instances, the d i rec­
tion) of self-proclaimed UFO ab­
duction experts, who often lack a ny 
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In recent times the tragic suicide of 38 American UFO cult 
members has graphically illustrated the extremes that fixa­
tion and identification with alien life forms can have upon 
certain individuals. For not only did these troubled souls 
believe that by taking their lives they were also going to 
rendezvous with an extraterrestrial space ship that was 

skirting a comet's tail, but several of them had even shaved 
their heads and castrated themselves (perhaps in an effort 
to mimic the purely cerebral, highly spiritual and, pre­
sumably, asexual appearance of the space creatures that 

they anticipated meeting). 

sort of med ical tra i n ing or certifica­
tion in clin ical or forensic hypnosis. 

ASK NOT WHAT A SUPER­
TECHNOLOGICAL ALIEN CIVILISA­
TION CAN DO FOR YOU, ASK 
WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP 
STRAIGHTEN OUT THE MESS 
RIGHT HERE ON PLANET EARTH! 
The reported tra nsformational effect 
of the abd uction experience is be­
lieved to i nvolve a spiritual, ph ilo­
sophical a nd intellectual heighten­
ing of the ind ividual's self aware­
ness through a contin uing process of 
contact and educational i nteraction 
with a lien intelligences that have se­
lected the abductees for some spe­
cific purpose. 

Several experts believe 
that the purpose of a bduction is 
grounded in the immediate wants 
and needs of the aliens who a re, 
appa rently, attempting to bolster 
their own faltering genetic pool 
through a clone-splicing techn iq ue 
that they have perfected in order to 
thwart their impending extinction. 
Several other UFO experts feel that 
the benevolent aliens are concerned 
about our own planet's ever­
mounting ecological, sociological 
a nd political woes; and that they 
have been visit ing th is world and 
covertly contact ing some of its in­
habitants in preparation for a kind 
of social reorgan isation which will 
supposedly take place after the 
Earth goes through a period of 
dramatic changes (e.g. the result of 
a global catastrophe such as a nu­
dear holocaust, a complete eco­
logical melt-down, a world-wide 
plague, or a bewildering series of 
natural d isasters). In fact, it has even 
been suggested that the planet itself 
may be knocked off its axis by a 
rogue asteroid and entire continents 
might be swept away - beneath the 
angriest of seas. 



Still other reported after­
effects of contacts with the alien 
Greys, as they a re commonly called 
in UFO circles, are said to include a 
sense of cosm ic consciousness (or, 
the magn ified awa reness of one's 
oneness with the un iverse), the oc­
casional spontaneous cure or re­
m iss ion of various physical, immu­
nological, emotional a nd psycho­
logical d isorders, as well as the 
abductees experiencing marked 
changes in the i r  career choices, 
personal i nterests a nd long-term 
goals. B ut, beyond all of the above, 
human contact with the aliens has 
also produced marked alterations in 
the way the abductee perceives h im­
or herself, even to the poin t  of their 
experiencing sexual identity d ifficul­
ties and/ or gross d istortions of self, 
which includes the q uestion ing  of 
their even belonging to the human 
race or feeling a ny sort of alle­
gia nce to it. That the abductees 
would identify, sympathise a nd 
voice open affection for their cap­
tors is not an unknown psychologi­
cal phenomenon .  B ut, that the 
abductees would so readily cast off 
their human i ty and profess partia l 
(i.e., hybrid) or total k i nship with 
their a lien captors does seem to 
open the door to much deeper con­
templation. 

THE LANGUAGE OF THE 
UNCONSCIOUS 
The problem, of course, is that few 
abduction experts have the requis ite 
med ical tra in ing to ful ly compre­
hend the dangers of hypnotica lly 
probing the unconscious mind of the 
ind ividuals they matter of factly call 
the abductees . A term which a uto­
matically confirms as phys ically real 
the very confus ing experiences 
which these perplexed ind ivid uals 
have sought out the experts about. 
But, even worse than that, the term 
sets them up for add itional experi­
ences, simply because it is common 
knowledge throughout t he  UFO 
commun ity that the Greys a lways 
come back for the a bductees, a nd 
their ch ild ren too! Perhaps it was 
th is expectation and fear that led a 
woman in the UK to k ill her young 
gra ndchildren before they would be 
k idnapped by aliens ? 

Beyond this, the UFO ex­
perts' lack of perception rega rd ing 

Rorschach 
demonstrated 

that 
meaningful 

material 
buried deep 

. zn an 
individual's 

subconscious 
can be 

brought to the 
surface by 

having them 
mull over a 

series of 
i11k -blots in 
an effort to 
determine 
what they 

saw in them 

4 

the marked psychical background 
of the so-called abduction experi­
ence (i.e., its mythopoeic make-up 
a nd d ream- l ike contrad ictory con­
tent) means  that the experts must 
keep coming up with new (a nd often 
rid iculous) explanations of how and 
why the al iens m ight do someth ing 
that is obviously nonsensica l in 
character (e.g., the little Greys can 
reportedly levitate at will, lift a nd 
carry the m uch la rger a nd heavier 
humans that they have captured -
yet, they often walk their v ictims to 
their waiting  space craft a nd cl imb 
sta i rs i n to i ts hatchway, even though 
they reportedly filtered through the 
locked doors a nd brick walls of the 
abductee's home only moments be­
fore) . 

Yet another obvious con­
trad iction pops up in the reports 
when the demateria l i sing a l iens use 
meta l l ic instruments to perform in­
vasive surgical procedures upon 
their human captives, especially 
when they a re also alleged to be 
capable of i nducing the abductees' 
bod ies to dematerialise as well. 

Moreover, today's medi­
cal practit ioners can routinely per­
form s imila r gynaecological proce­
d ures to those that the aliens re­
portedly employ, but without pro­
ducing the marked fear a nd pain 
which so frequently characterise the 
med ical aspects of the abduction 
experience. 

ENCOUNTERS WITH THE 
UNKNOWN 
In many instances, man's encounters 
with the u nk nown were believed to 
be real con tacts with gods, spirits, 
or demons of va rious description, 
a nd often i nvolved the experiencer's 
being whisked off to magica l rea lms 
beneath the Earth or sea, h igh upon 
a moun ta in ,  deep with in the forest, 
or in the firmament above. 

Today's abduction reports 
often feature similar  mythologica l 
settings in their scenarios (albeit 
with a technological accen t) a nd we 
even d iscover reports of UFO inte­
riors wh ich have earthen floors a nd 
shag rug wall-to-wall ca rpeting ! 
(Indeed, d i rt floors in a supposedly 
h ighly advanced and med ica lly ster­
ile space craft.) In fact, the UFO 
which reportedly k id napped Linda 
Cortile (the central figure i n  Budd 

Hopkins's book Witnessed) was sa id 
to have plunged i nto the Hudson 
River with all hands on board rather 
than f l itting off i n to the starry sky 
with its cargo of human captives. 
So, the question immed iately a rises ­
was the craft a sub-UFO from 
Earth's i n ner space or an ill-fated 
space craft from outer space? 

While it seems perfectly 
normal for modern man to d ismiss 
the idea that wee folks, fa iries, lep­
rechauns, a nd hobgoblins actually 
existed and occas ionally interfaced 
with our forbears - a  great many 
people l iv ing in very sophisticated 
societies as little as a century ago 
absol utely d id believe that such 
tales were true. Indeed, some folks 
even bel ieve it to this very day. The 
point is that, in a hundred years or 
so, it may be that our contemporary 
beliefs in UFOs a nd the pint-s ized 
creatures that pilot them wi l l  a lso 
become a curiously amusing fact, 
especially when one considers that 
the UFO legend's tales are so high ly 
cha racteristic of our society a nd our 
times (i.e., a n  era in which our own 
space-conquering aspirations have 
been projected upon an array of 
a l ien i ntel l igences that we assume to 
be flourishing somewhere in the 
cosmos - a fact that Dr C. G. J ung 
pointed out over forty years ago in 
his landma rk book Flying Saucers: 
A Modern Myth of Things Seen i n  
t he  Sk ies). 

In short, we may be lifti ng 
our eyes, minds, hopes, a nd hea rts 
to the sk ies in search of a super­
technological deity instead of the 
supernatura l god that our ancestors 
worsh ipped. We may be yearning 
for a n  a nswer to our t iny planet's 
ever-mounting problems - fa ntas is­
ing a nd, in so doing, inventing a 
new-age panacea (or super­
advanced technological response) 
to the dark side of our own sciences 
and technologies, and the nuc lear/ 
tox ic demons that we have unwit­
tingly created and unleashed upon 
ourselves. 

That this panacea should 
take the form of l ittle creatures with 
swollen heads that a re choc-full of 
intell igence a nd good will towards 
mank ind ( instead of a host of angels 
with b lar ing trumpets bursting 
through the firmament) ,  informs us 
that a growing fa ith in adva nced 



sciences a nd technology has woven 
its way into our culture's u ncon­
scious, even to the point that UFOs 
(i.e., the symbol of the panacea) 
have been i nvested with the power 
of bring i ng salvation to mank ind .  A 
power which they do not possess 
and in no way deserve. 

Man has always feared 
and revered stra nge and awesome 
things that he's seen in the skies - he 
had recorded his perceptions upon 
cave walls, clay tablets, and video 
camcorders. Perhaps knowing what 
the signs in the skies actually were 
never was as important as what the 
observer believed they were, a nd 
the tremendous impact that such be­
liefs have had upon the human  psy­
che. 

Perhaps UFOs have a l­
ways played a part in the living ex­
perience of man.  Perhaps they have 
been called soul-sparks by the a n­
cients a nd space sh ips by today's 
observers. Perhaps, too, their opera­
tors have been known as angels, 
demons, wee-folks, and Greys. Are 
these creatures from outer space, 
inner space, or a space a nd t ime ex ­
isting somewhere in between these 
d ivisional concepts? Do they seek to 
contact us consciously, uncon­
sciously, or on a spiritual level? 

UFOS AND INKBLOTS 
Like many great artists, Leonardo 
DaVinci was fully aware of the in ner 
mind's ability to well up images, a nd 
we find that even his friend and col­
league Piero DiCos imo commented 
on how many wonderful creatures 
could be found hidden in the stains 
of mason ry work in his writings. Of 
course, we've all had some personal 
childhood experience with seeing 
va rious an imal shapes in cloud 
formations; and, if one tries hard 
enough, qu ite a few other imaginary 
things can be spotted lurk i ng in the 
shadows of leafy trees too. 

I n  the early 1 900s, Dr 
Hermann  Rorschach (a Swiss psy­
chiatric pioneer) effectively demon­
strated that extraord inarily mea n ing­
ful material buried deep in an i nd i­
vidual's subconscious could be 
brought to the surface by having 
that person attentively mull over a 
series of i nk blots in an effort to de­
scribe what they saw in them. 

In most insta nces, just 

about everyone tends to see the 
same k ind of things in fluffy clouds 
and Dr Rorschach's in k-blot plates 
simply because the general shape of 
the visua lly perceived external ob­
ject that they are gazing at does 
bear some degree of sim ilarity to a 
mentally stored image of some other 
object that they a re comparing it to. 

But, it seems that after 
one's i n it ial comparative or reduc­
tive processes have been exha usted 
regard i ng Rorschach's a mbiguous 
ink blots, some unusual things start 
to happen to a person's perceptive 
abilities. This also appea rs to be the 
case in many UFO observations, 
and may even play an important 
role i n  the close-encounter experi­
ences that occasionally follow them. 

As a ny seasoned field 
investigator ca n tell you, q uite often 
the play of reflected sunlight or 
cloud shadowing upon an otherwise 
eas ily d iscern ible abject (such as a 
commercial a irl iner's fuselage) may 
create false optical cues that can 
cause a person to m is identify the 
aircraft a nd call it a UFO. What's 
more, because the sta rtled UFO ob­
server does not have the opportun ity 
to replay the incident and, therefore, 
ca nnot possibly verify his or her ob­
servation, they may not ever realise 
that they have mistakenly identified 
a fixed-wing a ircraft for a n  un iden­
tified flying object. 

I nterestingly, it seems that 
even though an individual undergo­
ing Rorschach testing has the oppor­
tun ity to take a good long look at a 
particular Rorschach plate, never­
theless the general shape a nd even 
the coloration of the ink blot tends 
to play a n  important role in the men­
tal formulation of the k ind of things 
that he or she will see in it .  This may 
be a very importa nt factor for UFO 
researchers to consider because the 
cha ng ing  s ize, shape and coloration 
of a fleeting UFO or its pulsating 
lighting may produce (or induce) 
simila r effects upon the experi­
encer's perceptive sk ills. 

Considering the adverse 
effect that shadow, d istance, dark­
ness, and poor weather conditions 
might have upon an  i nd ividual's op­
tical a cu ity at the time of their sight­
ing - it seems reasonable to suspect 
that UFO watchi ng, much like ink­
blot gazing, primarily involves the 
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observation of a stra nge ob ject or 
some pattern of ambig uous lights 
that are usually seen against the 
backdrop of a n ight-time sky. 

So, it is not surpris ing that 
one's best attempts to pos itively 
identify the object (or the d istant 
lights) are going to become embel­
lished with subjective (apperceptive) 
phenomena that form around the 
object, or may tend to fill in the 
empty space that is s ituated in be­
tween the mysterious points of light ­
invest ing them w ith not only a struc­
tural configuration, but also volition 
a nd, in some cases, even question­
able intent. Naturally, these attrib­
utes a re projected upon the un­
known object by the observer as a 
result of their emotional a nd intuitive 
responses to the s ituational and 
confrontational character of their 
UFO encounter; and, once that 
happens, their UFO experience 
broadens and deepens, ta k ing on a 
subjective tone which may also in­
clude the active i nfluence of very 
primitive introjective processes (i.e., 
assum ing that the ob ject is intelli­
gently guided or that the UFO op­
erators have specifically selected 
the observer for some reason) .  

All of these factors must 
be seriously considered by the ob­
jective UFO resea rcher simply be­
ca use one cannot be certa i n  wh ich 
percentage of UFO reports are 
generated by the observation of 
space craft from another world (or 
holographic imagery that is tra ns­
mitted by an alien civilisation), as 
opposed to those that may have 
their orig in in the depths of man's 
in ner space - that is, h is unconscious 
mind. A nd, of course, there is also 
the d istinct possibility that the UFO 
experience is both objective and 
subjective in nature, and that sepa­
ration of the two is s imply beyond 
our investigative sk ills. 

Th is appears to be the 
case where a physica lly real a ir­
borne object (be it a m is identifica­
tion of some sort, or a real UFO) is 
observed a nd then the observer pro­
jects h is or her own psychica l  con­
tents upon it - very much like what 
happens d uring Rorschach test ing 
experiences. 

In his la ndmark psycho­
log ical exploration of the UFO phe­
nomenon, Dr C.G. J ung identified 
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·r·lODERN DAY 
UFO CONFIGURATIONS SEVERAL VARIETIES OF UFO CONFIGURATIONS FROM INDEPENDENT UFO RESEARCHERS' CASE FILES 

r·1 .J .GRAEBER 

(J.TASH CASE) 

LANDED UFO 

1976 

the basic d iscoidal (or round) UFO 
configuration as being s im ila r to 
that of a med itative mantra a nd 
several other symbolic man ifesto-
tions of the self which, as we know 
from our stud ies of depth psycho!-
ogy, is a very important  a rchetype 
that tends to spontaneously appear 
to ind ividuals when there is a pro-
found emotional need present i n  
their lives, or when they are caught 
up i n  a seem ingly hopeless or 
overwhelm ing situation. Both of 
these prerequis ites seem to fit the 
above mentioned UFO experience 
model wh ich speculatively describes 
the UFO encounter as being a k ind 
of d isplay or the symbolic equ iva-
lent  of some in terne I conflict that is 
unconsciously troubling but, never-
theless, affecting the observers at 
the time of their UFO encounter. 

I am not a lone with this 
estimate of the UFO s ituation, for 
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several other researchers have Curiously, UFO-Iike shapes and sq uares, chevrons, and a series of 
come to s imila r  conclus ions regard- forms have been d iscovered amidst circles and dots commonly called 
ing a d isplay factor in UFO events the human a nd a n imal forms de- recall-benders frequently pop up in 
and, q uite recently, Dr R. Leo Sprin- picted i n  Palaeolithic a nd Neolithic Rorschach testing too. 
kle (noted psychologist/ufologist of cave art wh ich is generally thought Although there may be a 
Laramie, Wyoming) has presented a to have been created d uring the n umber of possible expla nations for 
paper on the psychical a nalys is of time when man's consciousness was the existence of the UFO-Iike cave 
UFO experiences which echoes Dr f i rst develop ing ( i.e., roughly one drawings, two seem to be the most 
C. G. J u ng's assertion that the UFO million yea rs ago) . These, too, a re pla usible. Either the cave man re-
may be (at least in part) a symbolic believed to have been produced corded his real-world encounter 
representation of the observer's self while ea rly man was involved with with such objects, or he d reamed of 
. B ut these guestimates are based welling up menta lly stored images such forms a nd the dreams had such 
upon present-day UFO reports and of the many a n imals that  he hunted a profound impact on h im in the 
the i nvestigative data that today's a nd feared. But, u nlike the beautiful waking state that he wanted to 
researchers a re gathering. l t would deer, bison a nd horses that appear sha re his experience with his con-
be fascinating to see how far back to have been repeatedly d rawn in temporaries. 
into history such d isplays may have the same a rea of the caves and In either case, it appears 
been recorded . lt would a lso be in- were a pparently used for some kind that these UFO-Iike shapes were 
terest ing to attempt to determine of hunti ng magic ritual, these un- considered important enough to 
what impact the presence of such usual c i rcles, braces and chevrons merit separate space upon the cave 
ambiguous aerial objects may have were n ot drawn in layers a nd are walls, for they are not pitted a nd 
had upon our forebears. believed by many experts to have marred like the an imal depictions 

had an independent mythology which have obviously been sub-
CAVE ART AND UFOS con nected to them. I n terestingly, jected to many miss ile impacts that 
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probably occurred during a hunting ments we a re sti l l  l in ked to our d is- a nd expectations, a long w ith some- fa l l ing away (or perhaps the total 
magic ritua l .  In other words, the tent a ncestors and carry the essence thing about the genera l make up of absorption) of their rea l ity testing 
UFO-Iike d rawings have been of- of their being with i n  us. Have we their defen s ive shield ing. I ndeed, we during the experience (e.g., Wel l ,  it 
forded a sepa rate space within the become so estranged from this pri- might consider a Dynamic UFO was q uite dark that night a nd at first 
caves, a nd they probably had a n  ma l  fabric that s igna l s  from i t  are Display as a form of self-perception I thought it was an aeropla ne, or 
entirely separa te mythology associ- thought to be attempted commun i- a nd commun ication that is triggered maybe a hel icopter ... but, then,  as it 
ated with them. cations from a n  a l ien world ?  What by the UFO's presence in our skies - hovered just above my head, I 

The experts on cave a rt is the signa l  in the noise of UFO and even more importa nt ly - in our s lowly rea l i sed that it was some-
seem to be somewhat perp lexed by reports? And, even more impor- lives. thing u n l ike I 'd ever seen before ) .  
these drawings a nd, of course, opin- tantly, why is it being picked up by Dynamic UFO Display 
ions vary quite a bit regarding their so many people at this pa rticula r IS THE SIGNAL SYMBOLIC? case studies graphica l l y  i l l ustrate 
poss ible mean ing. The so-cal led poin t  in human history? In order to in terpret the symbol ic that UFO researchers do have the 
brackets are often thought to be a materia l s  that wel l  up duri ng the abil ity to identify the symbolic con-
styl ised version of the fema le form UFO IMAGERY ANALYSIS sub ject's observation a nd interaction tents in UFO reports which relate to 
about to receive ma le sexual ity, Although Hermann  Rorschach's with the UFO, the investigator must both the observer's persona l  l ife 
while some experts feel that the work with the phenomenon of hu- attempt to d etermine what the UFO confl icts and even those that may be 
brackets may be related to the sex- man perception (its a lteration or dis- (as an  image) may actua l l y  repre- considered to be fa r more rud imen-
ual aggression of the cave man tortion) is genera l l y  appl ied to the sent on the one hand (e.g., a misi- tary (or archetypal ) in character. 
himself. diagnosis of pathology, some ex- dentification of some phys ical a nd 

One thing seems certa in .  perts fee l  that i t  might be a n  error to externa l a irborne object(s), or per- THE UFO SIGHTING AND ITS 
These forms are tota l ly u n l ike a ny- assume that it is not a lso a viab le hops a tota l ly u n k nown anoma l y) POTENT/ALLY BENEFICIAL EFFECT? 
thi ng that is thought to have existed method for studying the workings of a nd how that object's image and If certain visua l ly perceived imagery 
in the cave man's natura l  environ- perceptual phenomena i n  norma ls behaviour m ight be symbol ica l ly such as that found in Rorschach's 
ment. They appear to be symmetri- too. Dynamic UFO Displays may be l inked to the psychology of the ob- plates and some UFO configura-
col, possibly aerodynamic in des ign, one of many such phenomena, for server(s) on the other hand.  lt is a lso tions do have the abi l ity to deeply 
and they a lso have a modern-day the sudden and oftt imes rivet ing apparent that what is observed dur- penetrate the human psyche a nd 
technologica l l ook about them. perception of a Dynamic Display or ing a UFO experience and how it is induce the displacement of arche-
Whi le they may not actua l l y  be de- close encounter may trigger a pro- emotiona l ly  perceived and re- typa l symbols, subconscious con-
pictions of UFOs, one must admit jection function that displaces some sponded to is not solely determ ined tents, and psychic energy, we are 
that they certa in ly do look a great of the excess psychica l energy ( l i- by the observer's conscious est ima- obl iged to further examine this re-
deal l ike sketches that today's ob- bido) assigned to an  internal con- tion of his or her UFO encounter, markable phenomenon in an at-
servers produce regarding their en- fl ict that may be adversely affecting but a lso by the active infl uence of a tempt to determine if there may be 
counters with a lien space vehicles. an  ind ividua l .  Thus, the Dynamic m ixed bag of in trapsychica l forces some therapeutic appl ication for 

Da re we ponder the no- Display variety of UFO experience that come into play d uring the event. such a process. Perhaps the cine-
tion that contact with a lien i ntel l i- may be thought of as a self- Since we suspect that the matic repl ication (i .e. , animation or 
gences could be chan nel l ed through regulat ing function of the psyche primary sensory stimulation (which computer a nimation) of UFO-Iike 
the vast reaches of man's inner which is induced into activity by in- is visua l in most UFO cases) and the imagery which may be custom-
space (i .e., his unconscious mind) trusive sensory stimulation (i.e., the observer's l ogica l estimation of the designed from the information 
and that such contacts may have impact of encountering a UFO) as experience concern ing the size, gathered by the therapist during 
been going on s ince mankind's con- opposed to the tranqui l med itative shape, colouring and nearness of counse l l i ng sessions with his or her 
scious dawning? Da re we bel ieve process of Rorschach plate scrutiny. the object, is a l so backed up  by patients might be as effective a tool 
that human i n ner space is just as Even in cases where the emotional ,  i n tuitive and instinctual as the pure ly menta l ly generated 
vast, wond rous a nd awesome as UFO investigator is completely un- inputs that q uick l y  f low across in- images that guided imagery practi-
outer space a nd that we have barely able to resolve the UFO report as a trapsychic structures during the tioners presentl y attempt to direct at 
touched the surface of the mysteries misidentification of a conventiona l  event, the UFO researcher should an  array of physica l ,  emotiona l  a nd 
and wonders that l ie with in its airborne object (or perhaps an at- be on the l ook out for a ny bits a nd immunologica l d isorders. Perhaps 
depths? Indeed, depths from which mospheric anomaly of some kind), pieces or a rchetypal a nd/or instinc- the sudden impact on perceiving a 
the UFOs themselves may ha i l ?  he or she i s  stil l l eft with the oppor- tua l  debris that may be cl i nging to Dynamic UFO Display may enhance 

No matter how far we tun ity to examine the observer's the observer's account of their en- or surpass the effectiveness of the 
reach out amongst the stars, we recol lection of what the un identified counter with an un identified flying passive guided imagery techniques 
must a lways bear in mind that in our flying object looked like, how it ap- object or its occupants. because of its highly confrontational 
outreaching l ies a human motive, pea red to operate and,  of course, In regard to this process, cha racter a nd deeply penetrating 
and that the further we reach the how it may have interacted with it seems that the a ltered or d istorted impact on the observer(s) . 
deeper the want, the need, the fear, them. This is most va l uable infor- form of perception which is insti- Perhaps, too, this same 
or the desire is to touch the face of motion because, if we are correct gated i nto activity by the a mbiguity sort of psychical shock was the d riv-
the unknown (i.e., perhaps that about the UFO's image a nd its in- of the ink-blot p lates i n  the case of ing force that first n udged early man 
which we do not actua l l y  know teractive performance being dra- Rorschach testing, and the often- to conceive of things that d id no t  yet 
about ourselves) . matic representations of the obser- times equa l l y  amb iguous, though exist, but surely would  some day, 

As we are about to enter ver's self condition , we can learn obviously m uch more shock ing, s imply because he could create 
the 21st century, we might do wel l to something about the UFO experi- process of UFO watching primarily them. 
note that despite our new sciences ence's meaningfu l ness in regard to involves the subject's complete f ixa-

\l�if&t�\l��}is•��w and great technologica l advance- the observer's wa nts, needs, fears tion with the object, and a general 



The project of assembling 
a history of this alien stereotype with 
a view to understa nding its origins 
and rise to dominance is a daunting 
one because there a re special haz­
a rd s. There a re no maps to guide 
us .  As a n  u ndrawn a nd untested 
area of history, there will inevitably 
be missteps, overlooked treasures, 
and u ncertainties. My concern is ba­
sically one of getting a good outline 
sketched. I hope this is regarded as 
a good pioneering effort, not as the 
final word.  Better funded research 
would surely n et much add itional 
material. 

We will start this history 
by offering t he proposition, watch 
the wording, t hat the idea underly­
ing the Greys was constructed in the 
1 9th century .  The emphasis here is 
on the word idea. I mages that fit 
loosely the definition of Greys can 
be found here and there in a rt a nd 
myths long pre-dating the modem 
era. Finding them is an easy and 
pleasa nt d iversion .  Take the 
Greco-Egyptian painting of mortu­
ary house 2 1  at T u na-Gebel. lt has 
an  entity with a large smooth head 
and very slender build that includes 
a pencil- neck. Few would q uarrel 
that the look matches that of the 
Greys. The fact that the being is the 
shadow of the deceased repre­
sented symbolically as a black 
emaciated corpse makes it ques­
tionable that the look carries the 
modern idea. (1) 

Gregory Little has found a 
description of the watchman at the 
gates of Sheol in the Hebrew Book 
of Enoch as grey in colour, short like 
child ren ,  and taking on  a somewhat 
h uman -like appearance which he 
says left him stunned. (2) I've de­
scribed elsewhere items from a n­
cient Denmark a nd the Congo 
whose facial features mimic the ex­
otic facets of Strieber's Visitor. (3) 
Such images are quite scattered a nd 
seem random outcomes of the im­
mense creativity of the a rtists ex-
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The image of the alien in UFO culture has generally been 
dominated by an entity with a large, bald head. Usually the 

being is small compared to humans. Often the limbs and 
torso are described as thinner or more slender, but the more 

closely universal rule is that such aliens are never fat or 
obese. Current convention labels all approximations to this 

stereotypical ufonaut with the term Greys. Ostensibly this is 
because of the greyish skin tones usually being associated 

with this body type. In practice, absence of this defining trait 
does not inhibit use of the label so long as a big bald head 

appears somewhere in the description. 

ploring  hundreds of permutation s  of 
form. There is no evidence of 
deeper lin kages between them a nd 
current UFO beliefs a nd no hint of 
historical connections. As a parallel 
example, ponder how some short 
bald fairies ended up in Star Trek, 
Next Generation, Starfleet uniforms 
even though the painting was done 
in 1 880 by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's 
father. (4) I may not be able to rule 
out some swirly space-time anomaly 

ca using such things, but coincidence 
has to be the favoured judgement. 

The trait of big­
headedness can be found associ­
ated with a liens inha biting the sun in 
Pierre Boitard's Musee des families 
(1 838), but the beings possess hair 
a nd otherwise seem completely hu­
man. This seems a simple way of 
representing higher intelligence in 
such beings. I consider it as slightly 
outside the definition of a Grey. (5) 

The idea u nderlying the 
Greys did not a nd could not exist 
before the idea of evolution .  Chris­
tia n theology held that I ife was cre­
ated by God in the first week of 
time. Each species was optimally 
designed for its n iche in the hierar­
chy of Nature a nd, presumably, 
given all the fuss over the Ark, 
would never be re-created. T rans­
formation of form or future im­
provement on present design held 
no place in such a world view. Evo­
lution was heretical and rarely con ­
sidered at length prior to the 1 9th 
century .  lt is to one of the propo­
nents of an early version of evolu­
tion ,  Jea n-Ba ptiste Lamarck, that we 
will turn to for an important element 
of our history. 

Lamarck was an early 
opponent of the ideas of special 
creation and catastrophism. Nature 
did everything little by little a nd 
successively. Where earlier thinkers 
spoke of a great chain of being with 
each species created specifically for 
its place, Lamarck felt that varying 
environmental pressures created 
new needs which increased the use 
of certain organs a nd made them 
more perfect while adding to the 
organism's complexity. Conversely, 
'the permanent disuse of an organ, 
arising from a change in habits, 
ca uses a gradual shrinkage and ul­
timately the disappea rance a nd 
even extinction of that orga n'. (6) 

Lamarck regarded man 
as a probable product of evolution .  
The process, he felt, reached the 
limits of complexity a nd perfection 
and, while noting individual in­
stances of the perfecting or degra­
dation of reason, will, a nd morality, 
was not compelled to speculate on 
the future of the human form. Since 
man's intelligence a nd powers pro­
tect him from the voracity of any 
a nimal, man could potentially multi­
ply indefinitely, but he believed the 
will of the Sublime Author installed 
a safety feature: 'But nature has 



given h im n umerous passions which 
unfortunatel y  develop with his intel­
l igence, and thus set up a great ob­
stacle to the extreme multipl ication 
of ind ividuals of his species. lt 
seems, in fact, that man himse l f  is 
responsible for keeping down the 
numbers of his k ind; for I have no 
hesitation in saying the ea rth wil l  
never be  covered by  the population 
that it m ight support; severa l of its 
habitable regions wil l  a lways be 
sparsely populated in turns, a l ­
though the periods o f  these f luctua­
tions a re, so far as we a re con­
cerned, immeasurab le'. (7) Man 
'assuredly presents the type of 
h ighest perfection that nature wi l l  at­
tain to ... ' (8) 

Towards 1 866, a La­
marckian  named Alpheus Hyatt in­
d icated that his studies of foss i ls 
were providi ng  a less optimistic un­
derstanding of the process of evolu­
tion. J ust as ind ividua l s  s l ip into se­
ni l ity a nd decrepitude at the end of 
l ife, groups l ike  races and species 
d isplay a seni le phase before going 
extinct. This theory of racia l senes­
cence would have become an in­
d ispensable feature in the doctrine 
of orthogenesis. l t held that the or­
gan ism was not shaped by natura l  
selection, but b y  processes internal 
to the germ plasm which caused 
modifications a long trend-l ines that 
ran on til l they became overdeve l ­
oped a nd detrimental to surviva l .  
Examples of the process cou ld be 
found in the h uge a ntlers of the Irish 
elk , the demise of the sabre-toothed 
tiger, and the massiveness of the d i ­
nosau rs. Hyatt h imself bel ieved man 
was a l ready s howing  seni le  and 
regressive features. The tendency of 
fema les to be i ncreas ingly s imi lar to 
males seemed especia l ly om inous. 
(9) 

The wr�ings of Herbert 
Spencer, another Lamarckian, pro­
vide us with the next step in the de­
velopment of the idea under ly ing the 
Greys. In his work The Principles of 
Biology (1 875}, he speculates at 
length on the human future. He feels 
there wil l  be 'la rger-bra ined 
descendents' and the brain wil l  have 
more convolutions, a more devel ­
oped structure. Spencer believed the 
bra in would also put a heavier tax 
upon the organism. Asserting the ex­
istence of 'an apparent connection 
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between h igher cerebral develop­
ment and prolonged sexua l matu r­
ity', evidence that excessive expendi­
ture in mental activity d uring educa­
tion causes complete or partia l in­
fert i l ity, a nd conversely that 'where 
exceptiona l  fert i l ity ex ists there is a 
sl uggishness of mind', Spencer con­
cl uded further evolution may be ex­
pected to ca use a dec l ine in his 
power of reproduction. ( 1 0) 

There most l ikely would 
be greater d el icacy of manipulation, 
better co-ordination of complex 
movements, and a 'corresponding 
development of perceptive and ex­
ecutive facu lties'. There wou ld a lso 
be greater power of self-regulation 
and h igher emotional development. 
He wou ld be more mora l .  Crimes 
and cruelties would cease. Of 
strength and  agi l�y, Spencer 
doubted there wou ld be further im­
provement. He does not expl icitly 
articulate that a general degenera­
tion of the rest of the body would 
fol low, but that is now a very smal l  
step away. ( 1 1 )  

We should digress to 
point out that Da rwin does not be­
l ong to this l ine of development. H is 
theory of evol ution by natura l  selec­
tion bui lds in part on Lamarck's a r­
guments ago inst special creat ion 
a nd catastrophism whi le stripping it 
of its centra l mechanism of use­
inheritance. The issue of Darwin's 
views of progress is a notorious ly 
thorny subject and on the matter of 
the future form of man he was s i l ent. 
He seemed to th ink some ongoing 
natura l selection existed in the de­
struction of more primitive peoples. 
However, he a l so was concerned 
that natura l  selection no longer op­
erated to scythe down the sickly and 
degenerate. Any s low evo lut ion of 
mank ind, however, pal ed next to his 
pet-horror , the eventual and inevi­
table ice-death of the earth under 
the aegis of a cool ing sun. 'To th in k 
of the progress of m i l l ions of years 
with every continent swa rm ing with 
good and en l ightened men all end­
ing in th is ... Sic transit gloria mundi 
with a vengeance.' ( 12) 

A lfred Russel l Wal lace, 
Darwin's eo-discoverer of natura l  
selection, bel ieved the human phy­
sique was no longer subject to natu­
ra l forces. War kil led off the 
strongest a nd bravest. Sk in colour 

and hair perhaps sti l l  evolved , but 
the body rema ined a n  upright ape. 
The h uman species was sti l l  capable 
of spectacular advance with 
women's rights giving females free 
choice in marriage a nd a l lowing 
them to reject ma les who were 
chron ica l l y  d iseased, inte l lectua l l y  
weak, idle, or utterly selfish. ( 1 3) 
These matters, however, belonged 
to the mora l and spiritua l rea lms, 
not the rea lm  of man 's phys ica l be-
in g. 

Thomas Henry Hux ley, the 
era's most prom inent Darwin ian ,  
a lso l ies outside th is l ine of devel ­
opment, but  bears specia l attention 
a nd caution. Schola rs hove carica­
tured h im a lternately as a na ive ad­
vocate of progress and a purveyor 
of cosmic pess imism. These extreme 
interpretations derive from selective 
focus on separate facets of a care­
fu l l y  balanced view blend ing the 
lessons of n atura l  h istory and socia l 
h istory. 

Early writings indicate he 
'had no confidence in the doctrine 
of u lt imate happiness', but i t  was 
imposs ib le for h im to be bl ind to the 
improvements in l ife that science 
was mak ing manifest around h im i n  
h is personal sphere. ( 1 4) H ux ley of­
ten wa l ked with Spencer arguing 
over the nature of evolut ionary a nd 
socia l progress. (1 5) Hux ley soon 
developed a metaphor of society 
advancing, insect-l ike, from grub to 
butterfly. There are periods of re­
pressive restraint, Dark Ages, which 
are broken in d ra matic moults l ike 
the French Revol ution. The old con­
stra ints break open and the grub 
puffs up in the rationa l ist a ir. Each 
moult moves us closer to a butterf ly 
state of man,  a lbeit that may prove 
to be terrib ly d istant . ( 1 6) 

In 1 894 he offered his ma­
ture statement on these matters in 
Evolution and Ethics and one sees 
the same balance. He rejects the 
prospect of utopia, 'the prospect of 
atta i n ing u ntroubled happiness, or 
of a state which can, even remotely, 
deserve the titl e of perfection, ap­
pears to me as mis leading an i l lu­
s ion as ever dangled before the 
eyes of poor human ity'. ( 1 7) Yet, 
'that which l ies before the human 
race is a constant struggle to main­
ta in and improve'. ( 1 8) 

The theory of evolution 



encourages no mi l lenn ia !  expecta­
tions, he writes. ( 1 9) More, 'There is 
no hope that mere human beings  
wi l l  ever possess enough intel l i­
gence to select the fittest. (20) He  
sees 'no l im it to  the extent to  which 
intel l igence and  w i l l, gu ided by 
sound princip les of investigation 
and organ ised in common effort, 
may mod ify the cond itions for a pe­
riod l onger than that now covered 
by h istory. And much may be done 
to change the nature of man 
h imself . . .  [we] ought to be able to do 
something towards curb ing the  i n ­
stincts of  savagery in civi l ised men 
!th us permitting] a la rger hope of 
abatement of the essentia l evi l  of 
the world . . .  ' (2 1 )  

Evol ut ion, however, per­
mits both progressive and retro­
gressive devel opment. (22) The most 
daring imagination w i l l  hard ly ven­
ture upon the suggestion that the 
power a nd the intel l igence of man 
can ever a rrest the process ion of the 
g reat year'. (23) Eventual ly, 'the evo­
l ution of our g l obe s ha l l  have en­
tered so far upon i ts downwa rd 
course that the cosm ic process re­
sumes its sway; and once more, the 
State of Nature prevai l s  over the 
surface of our planet'. (24) This is a n  
a l l usion t o  the thermodynamic heat 
death of Earth. 

To po int to these latter 
quotes and label it cosmic pessi­
m ism has the perverse a i r  of saying 
that someone who expects to 
achieve of some measure of happi­
ness and success a nd die at 1 20 is 
being depressi ng. Hux ley d ia lecti­
ca l l y  bal a nced optim ism and pess i­
mism in a manner he felt most peo­
ple d id .  (25) H ux ley nowhere com­
ments on the future biological shape 
of man as Spencer d id, nor does he 
dwel l on the impl icat ions of the pos­
s ib i l ity of his retrogressive mod ifica­
tion. 

The f inal steps in the de­
vel opment of the idea underlying the 
Greys were made by one of Hux­
ley's students . The student thought 
Hux ley was the g reatest man he 
ever knew and when he publ ished 
h is f irst book he sent his teacher a 
copy with a note that read : 

'May 1 895. I am send ing 
you a l ittl e  book that I fa ncy may be 
of interest to you. the centra l idea -
of degeneration fo l l owing security -
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was the outcome of a certa in 
amount of biolog ica l study. I dare­
say your position subjects you to a 
good many such d isplays of the 
range of a uthors but I have this ex­
cuse - I was one of your students at 
the Royal Col lege  of Science and  
fina l l y  ( ? ) : The book i s  a very l itt le 
one'. (26) 

lt was a work of fiction 
which describes a travel ler's en­
counter with a de l icate l ittl e  people 
of the fa r f uture. The f i rst person is 
described as  'a s l ight creature -
perhaps 4 feet h igh - c lad i n  a pur­
p le tun ic, g i rd led at the waist with a 
leather belt. Sanda ls  or husk ins 
were on his feet; his l egs were bare 
to the knees a nd his head was 
bare ... He struck me as bei ng a very 
beautifu l  a nd  g racefu l  creature, but 
indescribab ly fra i l .  H is f lushed face 
reminded me  of the more beautiful 
k ind of consumpt ive - that hectic 
beauty of which we used to hear so 
much'. As he observes more of them 
he notes their Dresden ch ina pretti­
ness had pecu l ia rities. They had 
some curly hair that did not go past 
the neck a nd cheek. There was no 
trace of  bea rd or other fac ia l  ha ir. 
Their l ips were th in .  The ea rs were 
s ingu la rly m i nute. Chins were sma l l  
and ran to  a point. The eyes were 
large, but m i ld a nd ind ifferent. 

There is noth ing sa id 
about the s ize of the head a nd the 
intel l igence of these people is s l ight. 
Their behaviour is chi ld- l ike and 
playfu l  and they show a lack of i n ­
terest i n  the travel l er. There was l it­
t le to d istingu ish the sexes. The 
trave l ler eventua l l y  lea rns the name 
of this beautiful race - Eloi. He a lso 
learns of a second race - the Mer­
locks - which are described as a 
white, ape- l ike human spider. They 
tend the underworld of machi nes 
which made the utopia of the aristo­
cratic E lo i  poss ib le. 

The tit le of the story was 
The Time Machine. (27) The student 
was H. G .  Wel ls . H is boast to Hux ley 
that it was based on a n  amount of 
bio log ical study is eas i ly proven. 
four yea rs ear l ier he had written a 
non-fiction essay titled Zoological 
Retrogression which d isplayed h is 
fami l ia rity w ith the biol ogical l itera­
ture involving degeneration .  I n  i t  he 
describes a popular a nd poetic 
formulation of evolution as a stead-

i ly rising mountain s lope which he 
terms Excelsior b io logy. Procla iming 
it lack i ng any satisfactory confirma­
tion i n  geolog ica l b iology or em­
bryology, he a rgues degeneration 
has entire parity with progressive 
trends. He points to ascid ians, cirri­
peds, copepods, cora ls, sea-mats, 
oysters mussels, a nd m ites as ex­
amples. Advance has been fitful a nd 
uncerta in. There is no guarantee in 
scientific knowledge of man's per­
manence or permanent ascendancy. 
H ux ley's teach ings are apparent ex­
cept for one point of d ivergence. 
Wel l s  concl udes, The Coming Beast 
must certa in ly be reckoned i n  any 
a nticipatory ca lcu lations i n  the Com­
ing Man. (28) 

Though Wel l s  affects to 
be swimming aga inst the stream of 
mass opin ion in this essay, some 
historians would arg ue he was be­
ing swept a long by the currents of 
his time. The concept of degenera­
tion wasn't new and the Victorian  
era's concerns over the permanent 
underclass bred in urba n areas l ike 
London had spawned a theory of 
urban degeneration which held a 
powerful appea l to the Brit ish after 
1 885 no matter what their pol itics . 
(29) This degeneration scare, as it 
has been termed, was part of a yet 
larger trend of cultural pess imism 
spread ing among Western inte l lec­
tua ls .  (30) Peter Bowler, an expert 
on evol utionary theories of the era, 
specu lates that E. Ray Lan kester's 
book Degeneration is a l ikely 
source of the ideas behi nd The Time 
Machine. The basic doubt of this at­
tribution is that the concept of de­
generation was present in so many 
forums from med ical journa l s  l ike 
The Lancet to much popular fiction; 
Wel l s  cou ld have constructed it from 
mult iple sources. (3 1 )  

The 1 1 th chapter of The 
Time Mach ine takes the reader be­
yond the time of the Eloi a nd Mar­
locks to a yet fa rther future where 
the earth approaches its end. L ife 
had g rown sparse and was in obvi­
ous regression. The dominant form 
was an unga in ly  monster crab 
smeared i n  s l ime. He goes another 
thirty m i l l ion years into the future 
and on ly l ichen and l iverworts re­
mai ned. That a nd a black, round, 
hopping thing with tentacles tra i l ing 
from it. ! t  seems l ike A lpheus Hyatt 



writ la rge; l ife as a whole fa l l s  into 
senescence before all earth goes 
extinct. 

The E lo i  come half way to 
our image of the Grey in short and 
frag i le bod ies being ind icative of a 
degenerative evolutionary h istory. 
What is missing is the big, bald 
head. Wel l s  began playing with that 
part of the image maybe as early as 
1 885 for an  address before a stu­
dent debating society. l t was written 
out for publ ication in a facetious 
book review for the Pall Mall 
Budget, 9 November, 1 893. Of a 
Book Unwritten, The Man of the 
Yea r  Mi l l ion" is a short piece with  
no ambitions of wanting to be taken 
seriously. Wel ls imag ines a book t i ­
tl ed The Necessary Characters of 
Man of the Remote Future deduced 
from the Existing Stream of Ten­
dency. Though easi ly missed by 
contemporary readers, Wel ls is 
telegraphing the intent to play upon 
the ideas of orthogenesis which as 
its name impl ies deal t in stra ight­
l i ne trends in the foss i l  record. J ust 
as a f ish is moulded to swimming 
and a b ird is moulded to f l ight, 
man's form wil l be determined by 
the tra it of i ntel l igence. We a l ready 
see the decay of much of the a n imal  
part of man; the l oss of ha i r, the 
loss of teeth, the d iminut ion of jaw 
and mouth, s l ighter mouths a nd 
ears. Ath leticism yields to a subtle 
m ind in rea l-world competition. The 
coming man, then, wi l l clea rly have 
a larger brain ,  a nd a s l ighter body 
than the present. (32) 

Behold the d im stra nge 
vision of the  latter day face sug­
gested by loss of unused 
features:Eyes la rge, lustrous, beauti­
ful, soulful; a bove them, no longer 
separated by rugged brow ridges, is 
the top of the head, a g l isten ing 
hairless dome, terete and beautifu l ;  
no  craggy nose rises to d isturb by its 
unmea ni ng shadows the symmetry 
of that calm  face, no vestig ia l ears 
pro ject; the mouth is a sma l l  per­
fectly round aperture, tooth less a nd 
gumless, unan ima l, no fut i le emo­
tions d isturbing its round ness a s  it 
l ies, l ike the harvest moon or the 
evening star, in the wide firma ment 
of face. (33) 

Potentia l ly, man's k nowl ­
edge of organ ic chem istry wi l l  sup­
pla nt the use of a stomach a nd a l i-
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mentary canal a nd the bra in wi l l  
swim i n  a n utritive bath  - some 
clea r, mobi le, amber l iquid . In sti l l 
deeper time the cool i ng earth wi l l  
force a retreat to ga l leries and 
laboratories deep ins ide the bowel s 
of the earth fol lowing the d im in ish­
ing supply of heat with boring ma­
chi nery a nd g la ring artificial l ight­
ing. Wel l s  takes plea sure i n  not ing 
that the whole of th is imag inary 
book may van ish  in the smoke of a 
pipe with no g reat bother - one of 
the g reat adva ntages of unwritten 
l iterature. 

But of course it d id not 
van ish .  lt ended up in a book that 
would  guara ntee it a very enduring 
l ife. The book was War of the 
Worlds (1 898). Mars is an ancient 
wor ld and evol ut ion has proceeded 
farther than on earth, thus it is the 
log ical setting for Man of the Year 
Mi l l ion .  The Martian s  were 4-foot 
d ia meter round heads. They had 
very la rge dark-coloured eyes, n o  
nostri l s, no ear per se. They had a 
fleshy beak for a mouth. For hands, 
they had a bundle of tentacles. The 
internal a natomy was, in a word, 
s imple. They had no entra i l s a nd d id 
not  eat. Rather they i n jected blood 
from other creatures, most notably a 
type of biped with  fl imsy skeleton s  
and feeble musculature, a nd a 
round head with large eyes set i n  
fl inty sockets. 

The Martians  were abso­
lutely without sex and a l l ied tumu l ­
tuous emotions. They budded off the 
parent. Wel l s's fictional narrator 
exp l icitly credits the author of the 
Pall Mall Budget book review with 
forecastin g  such creatures, a lbeit i n  
a foo l ish, facetious tone . Noting 
that many a truth is sa id in jest, the 
idea seemed l ikely that Martians 
had once been l ike us but with a 
bra in evolved at the expense of the 
rest of the body . They turn out to be 
a lso telepathic. As most readers 
know, the Mart ians  d ie off because 
of their vu l nerabi l ity to earth's 
micro-organ isms. There were none 
on Mars, probably because their 
science e l iminated them ages be­
fore. We would say n owadays that 
their immune system had d egener­
ated from disuse. (34) 

The menta l g iantism a nd 
d imin ished sexual ity c lea rly  echo 
Spencer. lt has a Lama rckia n sensi-

b i l ity in the early part of the a rg u­
ment of man's form being moulded 
by the trait of i ntel l igence, but Wel ls 
does i nclude Darwin ia n  competit ion 
in suggesting a subtle mind wins 
over athl eticism i n  the rea l wor ld. lt's 
n ot clear how val id most people 
would regard that premise in the 
present. The basic thrust that evolu­
tion would trend to such a poorly 
adaptable form, however, is seem­
ingly orthogenetic, a lbeit the proof 
of ma ladaptation by ext inction in a 
foreign environment rich in m icro­
organ isms isn't strictly the sort of 
evidence that would prove that par­
ticular evolut ionary theory. 

The critica l l iterature on 
War of the Worlds genera l l y  agrees 
that the Ma rt ians a re n ig htmare ex­
tens ions  of ourselves a nd our ma­
chine c ivi l isat ion. lt is a warning that 
an over-rel i ance on cold i ntel lect 
a nd technology n eed not l ead to 
better a nd better. Bas ica l l y  it is a 
moral it shares with The Time Ma­
chine. Where the atrophy from 
over-rel iance on techn ology a nd the 
bra in is played for comic effect in 
the Pall Mall Budget, here it is 
played for horror. That a story with 
such a n  a nti-inte l lectual moral 
should come from the pen of a per­
son as i ntel lectua l as Wel l s  is 
s l ightly iron ic, but not amazing. Sci­
ence fiction writers are a b ra in y  
bunch, but a re perenn ia l l y  self­
critica l a nd worried over the socia l 
consequences of science a nd tech­
nology. The early pu l p  writers of 
science fict ion would use a nd reuse 
the images a nd ideas constructed by 
Wel ls in these two revered stories t i l l  
they became a shorthand stereotype 
of what future man and  advanced 
a l ien would look l ike. (35) Wel ls, 
h imself, never rega rded his atro­
phied a l iens as a rea l i stic specu la­
t ion. Though he g ra nted l ife on 
Mars might exist and even specu­
lated on what i nteresting d ifferences 
m ight be expected because of the 
harsh environment, his non-fict ion 
writ ings d id not advance the prob­
abi l ity t hat b ig, bald-headed a l iens 
with degenerate bod ies existed . (36) 
The idea that gave us the Greys was 
born as a jest that never was i n ­
tended by its author to  be taken as a 
serious scientific speculation .  
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In Magonia 6 1 's ' Back Page' feature we 
made a l ight-hearted comment about 

Jerome Clark's latest publication, 

Spacemen, Demons and Conspiracies: 
the evolution of UFO hypotheses. Since 
then I have had the benefit of receiving 
a review copy from the publishers, 
Fund for UFO Research. As with every­

thing Clark writes, it is interesting and 
well worth reading. 

The booklet begins with 
brief summaries of the range of UFO 
hypotheses, including occult theories -
largely Meade Layne, early versions of 
the ETH connected with the turn of the 
century airship waves, and a variety of 

cranky 'UFOs as living creatures' theo­

ries. Clark spends a disproportionate 
amount of space on this extremely mi­
nor sub-theory. 

The major part of the book 

is an attack on the 'New-Ufology' ideas 
of the sixties and seventies, particularly 
the works of John Keel and Jacques 
Vallee. Clark himself, like many Ameri­

cans now settled into middle-aged, 
middle-class conformity, has problems 
about the nineteen-sixties. Clark's his­
toricist view of ufology sees it emerging 

from the original sightings and contacts 
in the forties into two separate strands 
of thought: the 'saucerians' - pro­
contact, space-brothers oriented, and 
the 'ufologists', scientific and sceptical 

of contact claims. There is a great deal 

of truth in this, although the separation 
between the two streams was never as 
total as Clark believes, and he has 

rather starry-eyed views on the scien­

tific rigour of the 'ufologists'. At one 
point he claims: "To [ufologists] the 
ETH was something more to be as­

sumed than to be speculated about 
[true, but hardly scientific]. Ufology's 
best and brightest had more interest in 
investigating reports and correlating 
data than in wondering about the 
Greater Meaning of it All". In your 

dreams, Jerry! 
In fact it would be hard to 

find a UFO magazine in the fifties and 

sixties which did not from time to time 
waste a great deal of paper in vague, 

speculative rambling articles - what 
Hilary Evans memorably describes as 
'deserts of arid speculation' - about life 
and the universe. The magazines that 

didn't, presumably Clark's data correla­
tors, were simply listings of cases; 
mostly uninvestigated reports from 
newspapers. These were, and are still, 
very useful in their way, but hardly rep­

resent the 'hard work and shrewd 

analysis' which Clark claims as a hall­
mark of the scientific 'ufologists'. 

This cosy sub-division of the 

subject came under threat in the sev­
enties with the rise of two of Cl ark's 

principal betes-noires, John Keel and 
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E. T. H. 
Extremely 

Tenuous 
Hypothesis 

John Rimmer 

Jacques Vallee. I agree that Keel was 
responsible for introducing a new ele­

ment of anti-scientific irrationalism into 
the field of ufology, and in Magonia's 
'25 Years Ago' columns you will have 
read how Alan Sharp regularly locked 

horns with Keel over his lack of scien­

tific credibility. In Keel's favour it must 
be said that his investigations (and 
when all is said he probably did more 
first-hand investigation than most so­

called scientific 'ufologists') opened out 
the field of ufology, and yes, Clark is 
right, helped undermine the complacent 
acceptance of the ETH amongst most 
ufologists. 

Vallee is a scientist, and his 
first two books are still held up as ex­
amples of the kind of 'correlative' work 
that Clark assumes was the standard 

for ufologists at the time. The fact that 
they are still worth reading simply 
serves to demonstrate how little of that 
type of work was actually going on 

then. With Passport to Magonia Vallee 

moved into the realm of 'sixties coun­
terculture', in Clark's view. I suspect 
that most of Vallee's interest in ufology 
was fulfilled by the time he published 

Invisible College in the late seventies, 

and his later books are largely re­
hashes or diaries of his more produc­
tive period. 

The real problem for Clark's 

thesis with both these writers is that 

they showed that the UFO phenome­
non was not containable in a simple 
ETH pigeonhole. The problem was one 

of perception: the perception of what 
constituted a UFO report. Clark casti­

gates FSR for carrying articles by the 

likes of F W Holiday about the Loch 

Ness Monster, and certainly they were 
tedious enough to read at the time. But 

at least they were able to demonstrate 
that the ETH was not the only unproven 

theory that could be hung around the 

phenomenon. 

Naturally it is when Cl ark 
comes to discuss and dismiss the 

psycho-social hypothesis (PH)  that Ma­
gonia's collective ears prick up.  We 

really wanted to see the context in 
which were we described as giving aid 
and succour to a 'walking corpse'. Dis­
appointingly there is no context. Clark 

simply raises the subject then throws it 
away virtually unexamined. Its propo­

nents are described as 'countercultu­
ralists' (them again, Jerome Clark does 

seem to have a problem with this con­
cept), Jungians, English majors ( I  pre­

sume he means 'graduates' in British­
English, rather than military gentlemen) 
and librarians. OK, I admit it, I'm a li­

brarian, so is Peter Rogerson. As far as 
I can tell the only difference this has 
made to my life as a ufologist is that I 
have been able to order obscure books 

free rather than pay 50p for a reserva­

tion card. 
His description of the PH is 

brief: "psycho-social theorists held that 

cultural imagination and altered states 

of consciousness caused individuals to 
undergo visionary experiences which 
they mistook for 'real' (event-level) 
ones. Since high-strangeness claims 
were practically never matched with the 
sort of evidence needed to sustain 

them, this was not, on the surface, an 
unreasonable approach". This is a very 

fair summary of the psycho-social ap­
proach , and I was expecting a 

counter-argument at least as detailed 
as his partially successful demolition of 

Keel and Vallee. But we are simply told 
that "as eventually became all too ap­

parent" the theory was suitable only for 
the dreaded librarians who wrote about 
ufology as "an exercise in literary criti­

cism". 

I think part of the reason 
why Cl ark has abdicated on his attempt 
to counter the PH is that, despite such 
writers as M artin Kottmeyer and one or 
two other contributors to Fortean rather 

than ufological literature, it has never 
really been seriously promoted in the 
USA, and as is becoming clearer and 

clearer, American ufology like much of 
American society is tremendously insu­
lar. This is understandable in a such a 

huge and diverse country, but it does 
reduce the range of influences and 
ideas which impinge on US ufology. To 
read an average American UFO maga­
zine it would be hard to discern that 

anywhere else in the world exists which 
does not have a l ink with the US: 

Rendlesham only features in American 
magazines because it was a US base; 

the Berwyn Mountain case has no such 
transatlantic connection so it is largely 
ignored. The massive dominance of 
government cover-up and conspiracy 

theories in American ufology can be 

sustained only by ignoring the fact that 
there are other governments around 
the world, not all of whom are at the 

US's bidding. Have the Roswell propo­
nents ever considered what might hap­

pen if a similar event occurred in Libya, 
Iran or China? 

On the last page this book is 

revealed as a prop for the ETH. Clark 

admits that humans do perceive a re­
markable range of anomalous experi­
ences: "as . . .  psychosocial theorists 

rightly remind us . . .  gods, monsters, 

fairies, even merfolk . . .  we can grant the 
legitimacy of fantastic experience with­
out taking the further step of confusing 
it with event," except of course for 
UFOs. The core UFO phenomenon is 

the "daylight disc, radar/visual and 
landing traces (and, perhaps crash/ 
retrieval)". The ETH, in these cases, 

has been shown to be "reasonable, 
testable and meaningful. At the least it 

has demonstrated the presence of a 
physical phenomenon with a technlogy 
which interacts with its immediate envi­
ronment." 

Well, Jerome, where are 
these cases? You quote Trans-en­
Provence, yet this has already been ef­
fectively demolished by French 

ufologist Eric Maillot. Maillot's original 
report is even more devastating than 

the edited version published in UFOs 
1947-1997 (John Brown, 1 997). We are 

anxious to see those cases which show 
the ETH to be reasonable and testable, 

and ask Jerome Clark, and any other 
ufologist who claims such evidence to 

send details to us, and maybe we too 

will be obliged finally to give the living 
corpse of the psycho-social hypothesis 

a decent burial. 
Seriously, send details to 

Magonia at the editorial address, or E­

mail me at: 

johnr@magonia.demon.co.uk, or write 
to John Harney, who will undertake an 

analysis of any cases submitted, at 27 
Enid Wood House, High Street, Brack­

nell, Berkshire, RG1 2  1 LN. 



Jim Marrs. Alien Agenda: the 

untold story of the 

extraterrestrials among us. 
HarperColl ins, 1 997. £1 6.99. 
Is Oliver Stone planning a film on UFOs 
and ET's? This thought is prompted by 
the fact that Jim Marrs is the author of 
Cross Fire, a Kennedy conspiracy book, 

which was one of a couple on which 
the film JFK was based. Where Marrs 

goes can Stone be far behind? Marrs' 
conspiracy beliefs are well to the fore in 
this promiscuous and largely uncritical 
collection of UFO lore, which opens 

with the 'moon is a spaceship' non­
sense of Don Wilson, continues 

through ancient astronauts and varie­
ties of UFO history to Roswell, abduc­

tions and the remote viewing saga. 
Marrs populist conspiracism leads him 
to promote the Alternative 3 hoax as a 

serious topic. Though this book is 
plugged as a major investigation, and 
Marrs is a professional journalist, his 

research largely consists of reading a 
collection of UFO books, often them­
selves pretty low grade pot-boilers. 
While this does allow him to present 
some forgotten pieces of UFO lore it 
does not lead to a serious, balanced 
treatment, it does raise some very seri­

ous questions about his reliability as an 
assassination researcher. 

Gregory M Kan on. The Great 

UFO Hoax: the final solution 
to the UFO mystery. Galde 

Press, 1 997. £1 1 .99, pbk. 

As Magonia readers will know, for many 
years I have been intrigued by the pos­

sibility that there has been a conspiracy 
or conspiracies to promote the ETH, 

the curious statements by a number of 
public figures about how the world 
would unite against an ET threat; the 
presence of a number of fringe political 

figures around ufology; the curious way 
that the governing committee of the old 
NI CAP resembled a who's who of the 
military industrial complex al l  add grist 
to the mill. The idea was the subject of 

the very first UFO book of all ,  Bemard 
Newman's 1 949, The Flying Saucer 
(the theme was used by by M artin 
Caiden in The Mendelav Conspiracy 
and in Hawkey and Bingham's Wild 
Card. lt was also promoted by a num­
ber of ufologists including Leon David­
son, William Spaulding, and on and off 

Jacques Vallee. 
I was therefore eager to see 

if this book provided any good evidence 
or persuasive arguments for the exis­
tence of such a conspiracy. lt does not; 

instead of an insightful discussion of 

possible media manipulations and play­

ing on the politics of UFO groups we 
get a face value presentation of UFO 

reports, only arguing that their amazing 

1 3  

Reviews 

technology is a product of the US gov­

ernment. So we have the usual non­
sense about the US's secret antigravity 

devises, beam weapons, Nikola T esla, 
mind control etc. This includes the 

claim that the Tunguska meteorite of 
1 908 was the result of one of T esla 

death ray experiments going wrong. 
Apparently this amazing technology is 
not used for any purpose other than 
scaring the American public shitless so 

that come the day they will let the 

agents of the New World order in the 
Federal E mergency Agency take over I 

find that even harder to believe than 

dear old EBE Krill sucking strawberry 

ice cream. 
There is one piece of blatant 

dishonesty in this book which tells us a 
lot about the author. The claim on p.85 

that the T eh ran UFO case occurred In 
the late 1 970's, around the time of the 

attack on the American Embassy, with 
the clear implication that the events 

were connected, and the UFO was 
some sort of American secret device. 
The UFO case actually took place 3 
years before the siege of the embassy, 
at a time when the Shah of Iran still 

seemed secure on his peacock throne. 

A footnote shows that Kannon knows 

this. By their lies and evasions ye shall 
know them. 

John and Anne Spencer. Fifty 
years of UFOs: from distant 

sightings to close encoun­

ters. Boxtree, 1 997. £1 8.99. 
A well rounded and above average cof­

fee table book, giving a good introduc­

tion to newcomers and managing to 

have interesting things to say to old 
hands. The Spencers examine the 

changes in ufology in five chapters 
which cover each of the UFO decades, 

placing these changes in historical and 
cultural setting. They eschew sensa­
tionalism and the ETH, and suggest 
that UFO reports are generated by a 

mixture of novel physical phenomena 
and psychological processes, perhaps 
with a bit of government disinformation 
thrown in. There are refreshingly scep­

tical comments on Roswell and Bentwa­

ters (though BUFORA-watchers will be 
amused by the airbrushing out from 
that saga and indeed, apart from a soli­
tary bibliographic reference, the whole 

book, of Jenny Ran dies. I understand 
that BUFORA photographic experts are 

busy computer altering old committee 
group photographs!) .  There is one real 

revelation, that in the original text of 

Betty Hill's letter to Donald Keyhoe just 

one week after the sighting, she was 
already talking about having Barney put 
under hypnotic regression to find out 

what really panicked him in the field. 

Where did that idea come from? 

If there is an omission in this 
book, it is in not treating the new 

ufology of the 1 960's and 1 970's, 

whether of John Keel , Alien Greenfield, 
Jerry ( 1 970's) Clark or dare I say it, 

MUFOB. This would have fitted in well 
with the Spencers thesis, for the new 
ufology occurred at a time of hippydom, 

consciousness exploration and the re­
vived interest in the paranormal, also a 
time of internal conflict within the US. 
The revival of the ETH in America co­

incided with the second cold war. I 

hope that this omission was not in order 
to make some of the Spencer's ideas 
seem more original than they are. 

Kevin D. Randle. The Randle 
Report: U FOs in the 90's. M 
Evans and Co. , 1 997 $1 9.95, 
£1 4.95. 
Kevin D. Randle. Conspiracy 

of Si lence. Avon Books, 1 997. 

$1 2.50, £1 0.95. 
The first of these book is a collection 

of essays on a variety of ufological top­
ics which has a curiously ambivalent 

quality. On the one hand there are de­
tailed, sceptical critiques of Ed Waiters, 

Travis Walton and the Roswell autopsy 
movie; reasonably even handed dis­

cussions of the Chupacabras affair and 
the Varginha alien story, even the first 

hints of disillusion with Roswell, yet still 

Randle holds on tenaciously to Roswell, 

saying at one point that real photos of 
the crash and aliens must exist, its just 
that no one has found them yet. Still he 

defends Marcel, and adds new des­

perate tales, a clue left in the dedica� 
tion of one of his books by a dead Wit­
ness, and the story of Cactus Jack, 
who of course is conveniently dead, but 

his friends insist told them about the 

crash. Should all prove in vain and 
Roswell fall, the backup is being pre­
pared, another crash report, this time in 
Shag Harbour, Nova Scotia in 1 967. 

Again what at the time did not make 

much of a splash is being improved 
with fresh memories, tales of Russian 

submarines etc. Of course if what fell 

was a bit of a Russian satellite or a 
Russian spy plane, they may have 

been interested. 
The second work is a study 

of the US Air Force investigation of 

UFOs along with more promotional ma­

terial on Roswell. Randle simply cannot 

accept that the Air Force might have 

honestly come to different conclusions 

than himself, and conducted only desul­

tory investigations of what it knew to be 

nonsense, keeping any deep investiga­

tion to occasions when it feared some­

one might have accidentally stumbled 
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upon one of their own secrets. No, Michael Shenner. Why Peo- Dick provides extensive historical detail ,  Had an asteroid done for the chumper-

there has to be vast conspiracy. Never pie Believe Weird Things: while Harrison is more concerned with ill as as it did for the dinosaurs, it is 

mind that the motivation for than con- pseudoscience, superstition the implications for contact. Neither highly l ikely that technology would 

spiracy is vague. If indeed a crashed and other confusions of our writer really engages in a critical dis- never have developed on earth. 

flying saucer had been found at time. W H Freeman, 1 997. cussion of the bedrock assumption of Even within the history of 

Roswell, for all Harry Truman would $22.95, £1 7.99 the CETI project; that ET would be suf- our own species, heavy industry, the 

have know, its occupants friends and Shermer is a sort of born again atheist ficiently like us be engaged on the prerequisite for radio telescopes and 

family might have landed on the White like Steuart Campbell, and president of same projects. Harrison is able to un- space ships does not appear to have 

House Lawn the next day to ask for the the Sceptics Society. Although he takes derstand that ET's would be physically been an inevitability at all. Most human 

wreckage and bodies back. There a rather superficial look at the usual very different from human beings, yet societies, whose inhabitants were just 

would have been pressure to reveal the suspects (NDE, mediums, abductions, he still has hopes that some would be as smart as us didn't develop heavy 

news as fast as possible before events false memories), the main meats are mentally similar enough to engage in industry. Most human societies reach a 

overtook them. detailed critiques of creationism, the contact. level of technology sufficient to keep 

We are then asked to be- new race science and holocaust revi- How realistic is all this. We the exploiter strata in reasonable luxury 

lieve that every subsequent American sionism. In the latter case Shermer should note that Harrison tends to and then discourage further innovation. 

president has gone along with this con- shows the kind of evidence which equate intelligence with ability to build Only one out of thousands of human 

spiracy, including John Kennedy, John- proves the holocaust did take place. radio telescopes! A much more realistic cultures developed radio telescopes. 

son with his back against the wall in The pseudo-beliefs he attacks are far 

Vietnam, Tricky Dicky Nixon, goody 
more dangerous than the nonsense 

goody Carter, daft Reagen, Slick Willy, 
that Charles Berlitz comes out with, and 

the lot. None breaks ranks to get their 
they are what people l ike CS I COP 

name in the history books and dish 
should be tackling. This book therefore 

their opponents. Or has each and every 
provides a valuable public service. On 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
a somewhat lighter note, there are 

decided to keep this great secret from 
chapters on two lesser known strange 

beliefs: Frank Tipler's Physics of I m-
the Presidents? In fact proponents of 

mortality, arguably one of the great 
these theories have to invoke ever 

pseudo-science classics of the century: 
more elaborate X-Files type of secret and Ayn Rand and her sect of Objectiv-
government conspiracy to keep the ists, nominally dedicated to free thought 
show on the road. and rationality, but in fact operating a 

In fact the solution to typical quasi Stalinist personality cult. 
Roswell may have been staring us in 

the face all along. A couple of weeks Stephen J. Dick. The Biologi-
after Kenneth Arnold the term flying ea/ Universe: the twentieth-
saucer or flying disk had none of the century extraterrestrial life 
extraterrestrial connotations it now has. debate and the limits of sci-
There is not the slightest reason to be- ence. Cambridge University 
lieve that in July 1 947 Marcel or anyone Press, 1 996. £40.00 
else thought of the wreckage in terms Albert A. Harrison. After Con-
of spaceships. Indeed from the fact that tact: the human response to 
Marcel got the publicity machine work- extraterrestrial life. Plenum 
ing overdrive, we can work out that he Trade, 1 997. $28.95. 
already had decided that the wreckage Two books covering the field of the 
was not going to turn out to be a secret SETI project. The first provides a de-

Russian device, premature revelation of tailed examination of the changing 

which would spark World War I l l ,  or status of the idea of extraterrestrial life 

something so high tech as to be obvi- through this century in both scientific 

ously one of their projects that they and popular culture, the second is more definition would be the abi lity to handle Even assuming that by 

ought to keep shtumm on. No, it was concerned. with the current attempts to and communicate complex abstract in- some miracle the inhabitants of Xenos 

something reassuringly unthreatening communicate with alleged ET's by formation, some sort of equivalent of did develop along very similar lines to 

and low tech. and he could eam means of radio telescopes and with try- articulate language. Of the millions of contemporary Euro-American culture, 

Brownie points by diffusing all that hys- ing to make some kind of estimation as species on our planet only one has de- how long would that culture last. Only 

terical talk about Russian missiles with to what ET life may be l ike. Both books veloped articulate language, or devel- 500 years ago the idea of a superior 

it. I magine his surprise when he is told look, in moderately sceptical terms at oped art and technology. Supporters of technology would have been inter-

it is secret after all, and the panic which the UFO phenomena Chapter six of CETI and the ETH often invoke parallel preted as building bigger and more 

might have followed. Dick provides a discussion of the rise evolution to argue that creatures having elaborate cathedrals. Our projects 

The tales of the ETs come and fall of the ETH in ufology, noting its different biological ancestry can end up would be incomprehensible in many 

later, after Scully, when elements of brief period of potential scientific with similar appearance and behaviour. ways to them. Will we still be dreaming 

that story begin to merge with vague almost-respectability in the late 1 960's, Harrison uses the example of sharks of radio telescopes and space ships in 

Roswell memories. it's then that Marcel its decline and reappearance in a and dolphins. However sharks and dol- 1 0,000 years time? Pass even that bar-

gets the taunts of being the man who wholly unscientific form. Harrison, too, ph ins share the same habitat, and do rier and we are stil l  face with the fact 

couldn't tell the difference between a looks at the ETH as a false alarm in the have common, though of course very that in the unlikely event that we did get 

balloon and a spaceship. Perhaps by 
discussion of ET contact. Both authors remote, ancestry. However there are no a message from Xenos there is not 

then he come to believe, never actually 
clearly have a good grasp of the litera- marsupial people, no tool using much possibility that we could make 

being told what it really was, that it had 
ture on the subject. and their scepticism language-users descended from the sense of the result. If you doubt that try 

been a spaceship all along 
is not wholly dismissive. new world monkeys, or even from the to imagine what a panel composed of 

In their treatment of the ouran outans, in parallel to our own de- William Shakespeare, Francis Bacon 
CETI projects from the 1 960's onwards. scent from the chumperilla complex. and John Dee would have made of a 



computer manual written in Thai or Gu­

jerati (chosen on the grounds that I 
doubt if even the most polymath Jesuit 

of the period knew them). Indeed they 
could never understand a computer 

manual even if written in English. They 

would have to become a five year old 

again and learn absolutely everything 
afresh and then only if the whole of 
modem science was presented in a his­

torical and logical sequence. 
But the Xenoids won't be 

our own u mpteenth great grandchildren 
(in spirit if not shape as most CETIIETH 

enthusiasts implicitly believe) but enti­
ties vastly more biologically different 

from us than the bacteria which thrive 
in the sulphur vents on the ocean floor. 

No exercise of imagination will allow us 

to understand their life ways. At least 
reviewing this CETI Iiterature gives me 
the satisfaction of proving myself more 
sceptical than that old CETI enthusiast 
Phil Klass. 

Jim Keith. Casebook on the 
Men in Black. l l lumiNet 

Press, 1 997. £1 0.95 pbk. 
An American conspiracy-monger now 

gets in on the act, with a wide ranging 

review of MIB stories. Unlike Jenny 

Randles, he is unable to relate stories 

personally investigated, but I think 
makes a wider sweep of the published 
literature (though, of course, omitting 

the pioneering summary by our il lustri­

ous editors back in 1 968). There is 
round up of the MIB in demonology and 

folklore, though very unreliable sources 
are used in the process. There is also 

an amusing look at the exploits of 

Messrs Barker and Moseley and their 
role in the spreading of the M I B  saga. 

Over the years the M I B  

have mutated from being government 

agents, through spies, to agents of the 
mysterious forces controlling UFOs. 
They appear right at the very beginning 
of the UFO mythos, with the Maurey Is­

land affair, and were introduced to the 

fringes of ufology by Barker, Moseley 
and Bender, but really only became 

part of the mainstream with the writings 
of John Keel in the mid 1 960's, coincid­

ing with the well known TV SF serial, 
The Invaders. Today M I B  have a wider 

circulation as the ubiquitous phantom 
social workers. As with ufological M IB ,  
phantom social workers are never 

caught by the police, never photo­
graphed, and their car licence plates 

never noted down. 
Neither Randles and nor 

Keith really consider the kind of psycho­

logical explanations suggested by John 
Hamey. There are also cultural sym-

1 5  

Nicholas P. Spanos. Multiple 

Identifies and False Memories: 

a sociocognitive perspectivtl. 

American Psychological As­
sociation, 1 996. £26.95 
Nick Spanos, who was killed in a plane 

crash in 1 994 (this book was edited 

from the manuscript by his colleagues) 
had been a student of T .  X. Barber and 
one of the pioneers of the 

sociocognitive approach to hypnosis, 
which argued that hypnosis was not a 

special altered state of consciousness 
but a kind of intense role playing has 

may be found in  games or  drama. This 
book extends that approach to the 

study of multiple personality disorder 

which Spanos argued was created in 
response to clues provided by the 
therapist lt is a fiction bom out of the 

mutual needs of the therapist and cli­

ent 
Readers of Magonia may be 

aware of Sapnos's interest in the UFO 
abduction claims, and his study reveals 

bols, the three M I B  form an inverted 
trinity, they are a sort of composite 

image of foreigner, gangster, govern­

ment agent, and the essence of para­

noid fear. More mundanely M I B  stories 
form an excellent excuse for witnesses 

who feel they are being badgered by 

hordes of urologists. 

Charles F. Em mons At the 
Threshold: UFOs, science 

and the New Age. Wild 

Flower Press, 1 997. £1 2.95 

pbk. 
This is a book which promised to be 

interesting, a sociological study of 

ufologists and natural scientists and 
their differing reactions to anomalies; all 

the more so because Emmons is the 

author of a very useful study of super­

natural folklore and memorates in Hong 
Kong Chinese Ghosts and ESP. 

Sadly this work turns out to 

be a disappointment, based on small 
samples and hampered by Emmons 

own pro-New Age bias. In part he op­

erates under the kind of sociological 
relativism which drives those working in 
the physical sciences wild. You get the 

feeling that it takes them au their time 
to admit that the earth really is spheroid 
rather than flat, and revolves around 
the sun rather than vice versa. Thus 

Emmons argues along the lines that the 

differences between scientists and 
ufologists lie in differing social percep­
tions rather than one group being right 
and the other wrong. He also leaps on 

to the bandwagons that claim that the 

new (i .e. 70 year old!) physics opens up 
all sorts of mystical and paranormalist 

that interest, along with interests in and 
a great knowledge of the background of 
the satanic abuse claims, and past life 

memories. This knowledge, much 
greater than many other commentators 

in the recovered memory debate, al­
lows him to argue that these radical 

claims provide convincing evidence that 

much recovered memory is fantasy. 
He undertakes a wide rang­

ing cross cultural study of the dissocia­

tion, covering spirit possession, de­
monology, witchcraft accusations and 

similar, to show how these altered 

states serve social purposes, many 
times empowering the powerless (often 

women). He notes that both the recov­
ered memory therapists and the False 
Memory Foundation both portray those 

(usually women) producing abuse 
memories, as passive, helpless victims, 

either of abusive men, or abusive 
therapists. As an alternative he sug­
gests that part of the power of these 
abuse memories is that they provide 

possibilities, and seems surprised that 

even among the ufologists, those with a 

background in the physical sciences 

disagree. The thought that this might 

simply be because, unlike writers in the 
social sciences and humanities, they 
know what they are talking about on 

this topic. escapes him. 
E mmons draws attention to 

the fact that fewer people with ad­

vanced degrees are involved with 
ufology in Europe, but this may be due 
to the educational system. Until very 
recently in Britain, far fewer people at­

tended university than in the States, 
and there were far fewer universities. 

Also, unl ike the United States, British 
ufology in its formative years was totally 
dominated by antiscientific contactee 

fans, and by in parts by social snob­
bery. In fact in the 1 960s a number of 

young scientists, including the well 
known science writer Paul Davies, did 

show an interest. They received a pre­

dictably hostile reaction, not least from 
BUFORA, whose journal editor, proudly 

displaying a fraudulent PhD awarded by 
a couple of clerical con artists operating 

out of former Methodist Chapel in 
Seven Sisters Road, T ottenham, regu­

larly denounced them as "white coated 
godlings of the laboratory". Some stuck 
it out for a couple of years but all even­

tually gave up .  

E mmons is  perhaps not  too 
familiar in any case with non-American 

ufology, as h is view of the subject is 
almost entirely based on the belief sys­

tems of the U nited States, where there 

is a much greater readiness to invoke 

non human intelligences, whether ex-

justification for inchoate feelings of an­

ger, resentment and guitt arising from 
the normal conflicts of family life 

(Though Spanos does not raise the is­
sue, it is perhaps significant that many 

of the 40-something adult survivors 

passed through the generational con­

flicts of the 1 964-73 era). 
In the final chapter, Spanos 

comments on the medicalisation of so­

cial problems (again often women's 
problems). Causes and solutions of 

present discontents are not sought in 
the present, where they may call for 

social action (better jobs, housing, child 
care, more pay, less hours, less corpo­

rate aggression against family life etc 
etc. ) but in the irredeemable traumas of 

the past. This is an i mportant book, ab­
solutely vital for those engaged in quasi 

therapeutic activities. We will be able to 
judge them by how they respond to the 
issues raised here and in similar works. 
lt also reminds us that Nick Spanos 

was a sad loss to our field. 

traterrestrial or otherwise, as explana­
tions for puzzling experiences. 

lan Stevenson, Whete Biology 
and Reincarnation Intersect 
Praeger, 1 997. £1 3.50 pbk 
A summary for the general public of 

Stevenson's long awaited study of 
cases where birthmarks or congenital 

deformities on a child appear to coin­
cide with wounds on the body of the al­
leged previous personality. As 

Stevenson warns that proper evaluation 
of individual cases should be based on 
the full two volume monograph, not to 
hand, and unl ikely, owning to its price 

unlikely to be bought by many people, 

or to be avai lable on the shelves of 
public libraries, and such evaluation is 

not something which I would be compe­

tent to give, I will confine myself to 

general impressions. 
This is clearly a study in a 

different league from the popular litera­

ture on reincarnation and one which 

sceptics will have to address with 
something more than a sweep of the 

hand. There are however a number of 
hints that their task may not be an im­

possible one. My attention was caught 

by the large number of cases in which 
the previous 
personality (alleged) died in violent and 
dramatic circumstances of the sort 

which would give rise to gossip and 
rumour, which may reach wide audi­
ences, it may well be that Stevenson 
coming from a relatively impersonal 

mass culture underestimates the role of 
gossip and story telling in predomi­
nantty face to face societies. There are 



also a number of cases from India 
where the child claims that the previous 

incarnation was a member of a higher 
caste, allowing them to express disdain 
for their current parents. In  a more 

general sense reincarnation beliefs 
seem to allow for children to behave in 

inappropriate manners, not showing the 
correct customary respect for their eld­

ers, for example, or for gins to act as 
tomboys. 

lt is difficult to know how to 
interpret the birth marks. As physical 
evidence for paranormal events there 

are clear parallels with the marks 

claimed by UFO abductees, and abduc­
tion books, like this one does, may 
show photographs of marks as proof. I 
imagine that the response of most 

sceptics would be to argue that what is 

involved here in coincidence, that 
someone will have had wounds that co­
incide with any birth mark. I 'm not sure 
that such an explanation would be to­
tally adequate. 

Stevenson's reincarnation 

hypothesis is not trouble free, apart 
from contradicting a huge mass of con­
temporary biological thought, it leaves 
much unanswered. Stevenson coins 
the term psychosphore to denote the 
entity which carries the memory and 
personality from one incarnation to the 

next, but makes no attempt to define 
what it is. As it is supposed to produce 

physical results in the form of birth­

mar1<s, by definition in most be physi­

cal, it most also be able to encode in­
formation, again, by definition, physical. 
Where in physics could it lie. The an­
swer least incongruous, but not much, 

to modern science, would be to imagine 
that memories could somehow be 
downloaded onto individual atoms or 
molecules, which then become in­
gested by the mother and pass into the 

foetus. I have never heard such a the­
ory proposed, not least I suspect be­

cauce it is not ethereal enough to ap­
peal to the sort of people who believe 
in dualism. 

Stevenson notes that some 
societies seek to experimentally test for 
reincarnation by making marks on the 
body of the deceased, and seeing if 

they appear as birthmar1<s in a child. 
Perhaps members of the SPR ought to 

mutilate themselves in the interests of 
experimental science and see if their 

mutilations appear in children. On the 

other hand not only would that be cruel 
to the child, but their estates could face 

some very novel law suits. As some of 

the cases come from native American 

communities in litigation loving North 
America, perhaps some smart lawyers 

will already have their eyes on a new 
markets 
Jr§Ji:0·-;;�f:ff!f%::f,ftf1:&::%�rf�P4'*'1:;,./.; 
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Red fernS Red Herrings 
Nicholas Redfern.  A Covert 
Agenda, Simon & Schuster, 

1 997. £ 1 6.99. 

In  the prologue to this book the author 
states: Through the use of both official 
documentation and witness testimony, 
it is my hope that what you are about to 

read will conclusively prove that since 

the late 1 940s, British Governments 
have been acutely aware that our 

planet has been targeted" for visitation 

by creatures from elsewhere. 

This suggests that we will 
be presented with startling and convinc­
ing UFO evidence never previously re­
vealed. Needless to say, anyone who 

hopes for this will be disappointed. 
Redfem uses the technique 

pioneered by Donald Keyhoe in the 
ear1y 1 950s, although his style owes 
more to Timothy Good. He gives ac­

counts of official reports and tells us 
what he has discovered about how the 

Ministry of Defence (MoD) deals with 
them. He suggests that the government 

is gradually preparing us so that they 
can reveal the truth, which is that UFOs 
are alien space craft, just as Keyhoe 

told us all those years ago. And we are 

still waiting. 
If it is true that the evidence 

for extraterrestrial visitors (ETs) is con­

vincing then the best approach would 

be to select the most detailed unex­
plained reports and discuss them in 
some depth, showing in what ways al­
ternative explanations are unsatisfac­
tory. Unfortunately Redfern gives the 

impression of regarding one source as 
being almost as good as another. Wit­
nesses are assumed to be reliable 
simply because they are professional 

people, such as pilots or police officers. 
No attempts are made to 

assess the quality of the reports to see 
if they are as impressive as they ap­
pear to be. Let us take an example 
from an official report of an incident 

which occurred at RAF T opcliffe on 1 9  

September 1 952: Meteor aircraft ob­
served at approx. 500 feet and de­

scending. White object was seen 5 

miles astern at approx. 1 5000 feet and 
moving at comparatively slow speed on 
similar course. The weather at the time 

was described as clear skies, sunshine 

and unlimited visibility . 
Given an unidentified object 

seen in the sky in such conditions, how 
does one go about making a reliable 

estimate of its distance and altitude? I 
would say that this is an impossible 
task. If you don't know what the object 

is then you don't know how big it is, 

and thus you have no way of estimating 

how far away it is - not even if you are 
an RAF pilot. 

There are a number of other 

reports which include wildly unreliable 

estimates of height and distance, in­
cluding the following delightfully self­
contradictory one: When he was ques­
tioned, Mr Ruck-Keene said that he 

was unable to judge the distance of the 
object without knowing its size, but es­

timated that it was around five miles 
from his location and at an altitude of 

3,000 feet. 
Cases involving radar can 

seem impressive and some are de­

scribed in this book. But no considera­

tion is given to the possibility of anoma­
lous radar propagation and other tech­
nical problems involved in the interpre­
tation of radar images. The true expla­

nations of some of these radar reports 

may be highly complex, and amateur 
ufologists are not given sufficient tech­

nical information, and do not possess 
the resources, to investigate them. 

Anyway, most readers of UFO books 
do not want explanations, they want the 

ETs, so that's what they get. 
No amount of sighting re­

ports, even well-witnessed, unexplained 
ones, are going to provide proof of the 
reality of ETs visiting us, as Redfern 
admits. But what if the British Govern­

ment has crashed saucers in its pos­

session - undeniable evidence of UFO 
reality ? I read this chapter eagerly, 

impatient to see the revelations that 
would make Roswell seem insignificant 
So, where do we start? Er, Roswell, ac­
tually. But we are also promised a 
handful of other reports . . .  which suggest 
that several alien vehicles have come 

to grief on British soil . 

One of these UFOs was a 
Foo Fighter which crashed in Britain 
during the Second World War. The 
source of this information is a fellow 

who told Leonard Stringfield that he 
had seen alien bodies at Wright­

Patterson Air Force Base, after a UFO 
crash in Arizona. This man had also 

heard rumours about the crash of the 
Foo Fighter. This was confirmed by 

John Lear, who told him that the object 
was later strapped to a B-1 7  and 

flown to the USA for analysis. 

We also learn that British 

military personnel were involved in the 
recovery of a UFO which crashed on 

German soil in the early 1 960s . And 

the source for this one? Robert Dean, 
who has divulged an extraordinary 

amount of information concerning NA­

TO's involvement in the UFO puzzle . 

Apart from a few other re-

ports from such notoriously unreliable 
characters as Stringfield and Dean, 

there are accounts of things crashing to 

the ground and being retrieved by mili­
tary personnel. Well, bits and pieces do 
sometimes fall off military planes, and 
there are such things as remotely pi­

loted aircraft which may come down 
where they are not supposed to, but 
such possibilities are unlikely to excite 
the average punter. 

We are given no evidence 

that would convince any reasonably 
sane person that the MoD is in posses­
sion of crashed UFOs and living or 

dead ETs. This idea is strictly for the 

lunatics whose idea of fun is to go 
trespassing on MoD property: their ab­
surd exploits can be read about in the 

glossy UFO magazines. 

Redfem obviously wants to 
rise above the idiotic trash presented in 
such publications, so he gives us a lot 

of interesting material about the organi­
sation of the MoD and security services 
and how they are, or may be, involved 
in the investigation of UFO reports. lt is 

thus a pity that he takes such an ap­
parently uncritical view of many of the 

reports he presents, and gives the im­
pression of taking seriously some of the 

more crackpot theories. 
For example, he was told by 

a woman working for Marconi at Frim­

ley that one night a security guard had 
encountered a humanoid (but decid­
edly non-human) creature in an office, 
reading top secret files. This appari­

tion quickly de-materialised - pre­
sumably beamed up by Scottie. He 
then goes on to mention the remote­
viewing notions once entertained by the 

US Defense Intelligence Agency and 
comments: Perhaps, somewhere else 
in the universe, such techniques have 
already been perfected, to the extent 
that a living organism can now literally 

come and go at will, completely unhin­
dered by our seemingly rigid physical 

laws. Oh, come off it! If the ETs could 
do this, then why would they need their 

flying saucers? 
A Covert Agenda contains 

material that has the makings of a seri­
ous work on UFO reports and official 

investigations of them, but it makes so 

many concessions to uncritical UFO be­
lievers that serious readers will be put 
off. Of course, if Redfern had thrown 

out all the rubbish, or assessed it in a 

rational, scientific manner, the publish­

ers would not have been interested. 
They know that there are a lot of nut­

ters out there . . .  J H  



Strieber, Whitley. The Secret 
School. Simon & Schuster 
1 997. £1 5.99. 
With The Secret School, Strieber re­
treats yet further from the traditional 
alien contact/abduction scenario to ex­
plore something far more ineffable and 
sublime - his own mind. Recalling h is 
night time childhood visits to a wooded 
area of San Antonio, Texas, Strieber 
shares with us the teachings of a mys­
terious nun-like entity called The Sister 
of Mercy, who initiated him and eleven 
other children into the secrets of ti me 
and space. 

lt's a well written book, com­
ing across as a collision between The 
Celestine Prophecies and an angst free 
Philip K. Dick. Through the use of deep 
trance techniques, Strieber vividly re­
calls numerous childhood escapades. 
Predictably, his adventures are not 
those of your average 50's kid. He vis­
its the pyramids on Mars, experiments 
with virtual reality - four decades ahead 
of its time, witnesses the birth and de­
struction of the earth, relives past lives 
spent marvelling at the high civilisation 
of the Leonine era c. 1 O ,OOOBC, wan­
ders ancient Rome (where as Octavius' 
Greek tutor he takes credit for keeping 
Rome alive and setting the scene for 
the arrival of Jesus), plummets from the 
Bastille during the French Revolution, 
and picks his way through the remnants 
of our own shattered future. 

Strieber seems unclear ex­
actly how to interpret these memories, 
are they real or some form of imagina­
tive remote viewing? Recounting his 
childhood "Virtual Reality" experiences 
he says, "we could not distinguish a 
vivid multimedia presentation from real­
ity", yet he happily accepts as fact the 
cosmic theme park rides he's taken on 
by his own feverishly active imagina­
tion . His own uncertainty is clear - and 
understandable given the circum­
stances. "I am not asking that my sto­
ries be taken as fact" he tells us at one 
point before, a few pages later, reas-
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suring us that the book "is a true story 
about real, factual events" 

He does provide us with 
some fascinating insights into his earty 
life, during which he admits to being 
"interested in causing confusion and 
creating inexplicable mysteries". In 
classic visionary mould he was struck 
by severe illness at a young age, un­
dergoing a Near Death Experience and 
running a fever so high he "was proba­
bly lucky to escape without brain dam­
age". But there are problems. He was, 
he says, obsessed with the planet Mars 
throughout his childhood, driven by 
memories of visiting the pyramids 
there. Yet in Report on Communion, 
fellow experiencer Ed Conroy's 1 989 
investigation into Strieber's story, there 
is no mention of such an obsession. In 
fact, though he first saw the Mars face 
in 1 989 it was not until 1 995's Break­
through that he refers to it and the 
Pyramids at all, some time after Rich­
ard Hoagland and friends had dented 
the public imagination with their own 
theories. Likewise Strieber's recollec­
tions of human high civilisation and its 
destruction 1 2, 000 years ago. Why 
does he only remember this era of the 
Sphinx builders now, so soon after 
Hancock, Bauval and others have 

made public their ideas? Did reading 
The Orion Mystery trigger off such pre­
viously long buried memories? Or are 
these fugue state fantasies being genu­
inely mistaken for real memories, as 
suggested by Martin Kottmeyer's 
"Boundary Deficit Hypothesis" (Magonia 
32, also on the Magonia web-site)? 

In the final section, Strieber 
journeys into the future and leads us 
into the realm of prophecy. His predic­
tions range from the mundane - glass­
fronted fridges seen in childhood vi­
sions, to the extravagant - the collapse 
of the US federal system after an 
atomic explosion in Washington DC. 
This is triggered by a conspiracy in­
volving the KGB, the I ranian secret 
police and shadowy religious and politi­
cal groups within the USA ( Interest­
ingly, remote viewer Courtney Brown, 
he of the Hale Bopp UFO, has pre­
dicted a nuclear strike on New York 
City, th ough this is to be perpetrated by 
evil reptilian aliens. ) 

Strieber is steering us to­
wards "a new vision of mankind", one 
that is "free in time and space" and has 
ascended to "a higher, freer and richer 
level of being . "  Ultimately, it seems, we 
are to become the Visitors themselves, 
though I can think of a few in the UFO 
community who might not be too happy 
about that. With its optimistic tone and 
seamless blend of popular fringe ideas 
such as astral travel, remote viewing, 
mystical history and only a slight hint of 
the usual U FO conspiracy paranoia, 
The Secret School is clearly targeted 
beyond the usual U FO crowd at a more 
general New Age market lt will be in­
teresting to see what impact, if any, it 
h as on its intended audience and U FO 
belief in general. 

NB Strieber followed the 
book's release with seminars and a 
meditation tape, but has announced 
that his next book is to reveal hard 
proof of the U FO coverup .  Could the 
path to self-discovery have lead to a 
dead end for his publishers? M P  

Coud ris, Ren. The Roswe/1 
Message. Gateway Books, 
1 997 £1 2.95 

Quoting a deceased earl Jung, this 
book opens with the same bible lines 
with which Whitley Strieber's ends; "Be 
ye as children and you will enter the 
kingdom of heaven", but I doubt even 
children would take this seriously. From 
the people who brought you Diary of an 
Unbom Child comes this fascinating 
investigation into everybody's favourite 
UFO crash. The approach is certainly 
novel; through an advanced form of 
psychometry, the author's mediu m wife 
is able to contact Lilit, one of the de­
ceased aliens themselves, by concen­
trating on still images from the Santilli 
"autopsy" film. With corroborating evi­
dence from a galaxy of dead stars, in­
cluding earl Jung, JFK and M arilyn 
Monroe (who's still the same sassy 
dame she always was), this ought to be 
the last word in Roswell investigation, 
though it probably won't be. M P  

Spencer J o h n  and A n  ne, The 
Unexplained, Hodder & 
Stoughton, £20.00 

A glossy package which includes a PC 
CD ROM and a large format, heavily il­
lustrated book. The CD ROM is a lavish 
production that skates confidently 
across the vast expanse of fortean 
phenomena, without leaving much time 
to probe beneath the surface. Rather 
than being truly interactive, it opts for a 
linear narrative TV documentary format, 
providing further information on re­
quest. The book covers the same mate­
rial with extra illustrations. An excellent, 
if uncritical, starting point for budding 
forteans. MP 

Out of print IJFO and 

.· . Fot:tea..n books ••. . 
MIQ)'lARK BOOKS 

8 Braddon AVenue 
Urmston 

Manchester� M4 1 OQD 

Roy Stemman. Reincarnation: True Stories of 
Past Uves, Piatkus, London, 1 997. £1 2.99. 
As its title promises, this book sets out to entertain 
the reader with stories which, if authentic, tend to 
suggest that we live a succession of lives in differ­
ent bodies, rather than just one. 

for rebirth, we are still a long way from u nderstand­
ing the mechanics of the spiritual laws which gov­
ern its operation . 

with apparent memories of previous lives, but he 
gives them little attention, as he is obviously not 
writing for sceptics. 

The author admits that this is not a sci­
entific book . lt would be difficult to write a scientific 
work on this subject, as we have no precise defini­
tion of what is meant by reincarnation. What do we 
say, for example, when past lives overlap, so that a 
person is allegedly reborn in one body before he 
has died in his previous one? Stemman's answer 
is: Such idiosyncrasies in reincarnation accounts 
remind us that, however compelling the evidence 

As well as not being a scientific book, 
this is also not a scholarly one. No attempt is made 
to indicate the great subtlety and complexity of 
Hindu and Buddhist thought and belief on this sub­
ject, and to contrast it with Western attitudes, which 
tend to treat the concept of reincarnation as a 
source of popular entertainment, gratification of the 
desire to draw attention to oneself by tell ing amaz­
ing stories, or the hope of a pleasanter or more in­
teresting life next time. 

Stem man is aware of the sceptical ex­
planations for the evidence produced by people 

Some of the cases described, such as 
Shanti Devi and Bridey Murphy, will be familiar to 
most readers. There are accounts of group rein­
carnations, such as Dr Arthur Guirdham and his 
Cathars. There is even a short chapter on people 
who remember their future lives, but the author 
somehow cannot bring himself to take them too se­
riously, which is reassuring. 

If you like reading this sort of thing then 
you can either buy it now, or pick it up in a 
second-hand bookshop some time during your next 
life. JH 



Dear John 
With reference to Jenny Ra ndles' at­
tempt to set the record stra ight on 
Rendlesham,  I have a good idea why 
publ ication of Left at East Gate was 
delayed until J une 1 997 - to catch the 
plateau of publ ic interest in UFOs at 
the subject's fiftieth ann iversary. When 
Warren a nd Robbins d id their lecture 
tou r  of the UK end lessly p lugging 
their book they told how the prime 
min ister had been sent a courtesy 
copy; they then asked the publ ic to 
urge their MPs to obtain one from the 
publ isher. (This a lmost matches the 
actions of NICAP who provided every 
member of NICAP with a free copy of 
The UFO Evidence in 1 964.) Robbins 
told, with dead ly seriousness, how vi­
ta l ly important it was for the publ ic to 
know the truth a bout government 
cover-up at Rendlesham.  He is posi­
tive a mounta in of documents on the 
case a re sti l l  h idden from view. 

I have seen pre­
autographed copies for sa le in at 
least one local bookstore. When War­
ren spoke at BUFORA 97 in Sheffield 
he slated Mark Pi lkington's review in 
Fortean Times, after first asking if 
Pi lkington was present in the audi­
ence. Thereafter fo l lowed Warren's 
usual persuasive and flamboyant 
take-it-or-leave-it style. Whatever else 
he is an excel lent presenter, fa r supe­
rior to poor B renda Butler and Dot 
Street who gave the most boring UFO 
lectures I have ever heard. 

Jenny does not mention 
that Brenda had seen her first UFO 
when aged five a nd had numerous 
sightings and contacts wel l before the 
Rendlesham affa ir. In the synopsis of 
her ta l k  she tel ls of being involved in 
November 1 979 in a sim ila r U FO 
event, a lso at Woodbridge AFB at 
which she was told, by two informants 
on the base, of "little people floating 
a nd wearing monk- l ike habits". Was 
one of these informants the same 
'Steve Roberts' who leaked the 
Rend lesham case to her? Later she 
opines that perhaps the UFO that 
landed in Novem ber 1 979 dropped 
some a l iens a nd returned in Decem­
ber 1 980 to pick them up, but "m is­
judged their land ing place". Was 
'Roberts' just preying on B renda But­
ler's credul ity when he talked about 
"strange l ittle ch ild l ike beings sus­
pended in beams of l ight"? Has 
B renda simple confused the first 
' landing' with the second one over a 
year later, and thus made a hotch­
potch of Rendlesham from the start? 
And has Jenny and hard evidence 
that the Watton rada r  sightings ( if 
they-are genuine) had any connection 
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with the visua l ones d ocumented in 
Halt's memo? 

Jenny has sa id elsewhere 
that the fi lm Hangar 7 8 was going the 
rounds at this time. The Roswe/1 /nci­
dent ( Berl itz a nd Moore) was pub­
l ished in the UK  only a few weeks be­
fore. Len Stringfield's crashed saucer 
'revelations' were just getting into the 
news. Perhaps 'Steve Roberts' de­
cided the time was ripe for the U K to 
have its first saucer crash (or 
crashes), a nd a USAF base was the 
best location for it. Thus 'unexplained 
l ights' became an a l ien spaceship 
crash a nd the wicked Nationa l Secu­
rity Agency and the Ministry of De­
fence, as a lways, became the bad 
guys. 
Sincerely, Christopher Al lan, Alsager, 
Stoke-on-Trent 

John, 
I a m a new subscriber to Magonia, 
and I have to say that I very much en­
joyed number 6 1 . There a re a couple 
of things that came to m ind while 
read ing David Sivier's "Crashed 
Cups; an interim response to Peter 
Brookesm ith". 

Sivier makes the distinction 
between 'r itua l magick' and 'Crow­
leyan ism'. There is certa inly a d iffer­
ence between Crowleya nism and rit­
ua l or ceremonial magic, but the six­
letter magick is a Crowleyan term. 

I n  his Confessions (Penguin 
Arkana, 1 989) Crowley wrote that he 
added the 'k' to 'magic' so that it 
would have six letters instead of five, 
"to affirm the identity of man 
( pentagram)  with God (hexagram)." 
John Symonds, in h is b iography of 
Crowley, The King of the Shadow 
Realm ( Duckworth, 1 989), states that 
Crowley first used the six-letter word 
in Naples in 1 91 1 ,  while writing Book 
Four, "to l ink his brand with the Sci­
ence of the Mag i, as opposed to mere 
conjuring tricks. lt a lso has a secret 
meaning, for the k sta nds for kteis, 
Greek for the female genita ls which 
were now playing a large part in 
Crowley's mag ical operations" 
(p. 1 51 ) .  Sym onds a lso writes that "k is 
the eleventh letter of several a lpha­
bets, a nd eleven is the principal num­
ber of mag ick because it is the num­
ber attributed to the Ql iphoth - the 
underworld of demonic and chaotic 
forces that have to be conquered be­
fore magick can be performed" 
(p.432). 

S ivier writes that 
"Brookesm ith's critique can be used in 
any cultura l  form" and g ives the ex­
ample of footba l l .  This rem inds me of 
someth ing comic book writer Dove 
Sim once pointed out, that in this 
televisual age there is an obfuscation 
of the d istinction between the d ivine 
(absolute truth; Jesus's "I am the way, 

the truth and the l ife'1 and the merely 
popula r (John Lennon's "bigger than 
Jesus; Cantona as Christ). 

The sim ila rity between re­
l ig ion and ufology is stronger than 
between it a nd footbal l .  Ufology, es­
pecia l ly when it comes to entities a nd 
abductions, touches the rea lm of di­
rect sp iritual experience (visions, 
trances, angels/ messengers, etc.) 
whereas sport can be compared only 
to the imagery and ceremonia l  as­
pects of rel igious bel ief. 
Berry Kavanagh, Blackrock, Dubl in 

Dear John Rimmer 
A recent book review in Magonia 
stated that the McMartin child abuse 
case collapsed after the principle wit­
ness was found to be schizophrenic. 
In fact it d id not collapse, as her 
place was taken by a number of chil­
dren who had been intensively inter­
viewed until they adm itted to having 
been sexua l ly a bused, and the case 
became the longest and most expen­
sive in American legal history, al­
though in the end no-one was found 
gu ilty. 

I am unable to agree with 
the reviewer when he says that stories 
of a l ien abduction have not caused 
the same trouble as a l legations of 
child abuse, because the latter are 
more plausible. The reason abduction 
stories do not cause trouble is that, if 
they were true, no crime would have 
been committed. Consider, moreover, 
some of the stories that have been 
told about chi ld abuse: in the 
McMartin case it was a l leged that 
chi ldren and teachers ran around na ­
ked in the play g round (which was 
ad jacent to a busy road) even though 
no passers-by saw th is; that the chil­
dren were taken away from the pre­
school and abused in a car-wash, an 
Episcopa l ia n  Church, or a hot-a ir ba l­
loon over the desert by down, po­
l icemen and atomic mutants. In  other 
cases chi ldren have supposed ly been 
tortured and smeared with excrement, 
then returned to their pa rents who 
failed to notice anything odd. We are 
a lso told that chi ldren have been 
abused in rituals where witches flew 
in the air, Satan appeared in person 
and the girls were forced to marry 
him, a nd of course babies were sac­
rificed and eaten, the whole being 
covered up so cleverly that no-one 
has ever m issed any of the babies, 
sti l l  less found a body. Personally, I 
would find it much easier to bel ieve in 
abduction by a l iens. 
Happy New Year, Basil Humphries, 
London. 



25 
Years Ago 
The first MUFOB of 1 973, volume 5, 
number 5, was dom inated by the first 
part of Peter Rogerson's International 
Catalogue of Type I Cases. I n  the dol­
drums of ufology in the early seventies, 
the INTCAT selections often formed the 
main feature of an issue. The early, 
pre- 1 947 sections of the cata logue cov­
ered g reat swathes of time; the first one 
covering the period from 1 868 to 1 897. 
I n  this issue's 'Northern Echoes', Peter 
describes someth ing of the backg round 
to the project, a nd the problems in­
volved in putting it together. As INTCAT 
forms a feature of a l l  subsequent issues 
of MUFOB I shal l not mention it again in 
this retrospective unless some particu­
larly significant event deserves notice. 

Another short piece, offering 
explanations of a number of then­
current UFO cases ma rked the first ap­
pearance in our pages of our regu lar 
contributor and Ed itorial Panel member 
N igel Watson. 

The 'Notes and Quotes' fea ­
ture, forerunner of 'Hold the Back Page' 
reprinted some amusing quotes from a 
magazine Viewpoint Aquarius publ ished 
by Rex Dutta, now a forgotten figure on 
the ufo log ical fringe but at the time baf­
flingly popular in some qua rters. He had 
a novel spin on cl imate change long be­
fore it became a fash ionable concern : 
11Changes in the weather are caused by 
rockets puncturing the etheric web of the 
earth". This happens in a way "that we 
sneeringly refuse to understand or ac­
cept, unless we have begun a serious 
study of occultism ... " natura l ly. These 
holes in the etheric web create magnetic 
anomal ies as wel l , causing holes in the 
road and the colla pse of scaffolding. 

Perhaps Dutta was wel l ad­
vised to stick to the day job, which ap­
parently involved sel l ing trop ical fish! 

Magonia Readers' 
Group Meetings 

take p lace on the fi rst Sunday of 
each month at the Rai lway Pub, 

Putney, London SW1 5, from 7. 1 5  
p . m. onwards.  Good conversa­
tion, gossip and the occas ional  

unp recedented outbu rst. You 
con't afford to m is s  one!  
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Interpreting contemporary vision and belief 

T H E ROGE R  SAN DE LL 
MEMO RIAL COMPET IT ION 

£ J DD prize 
E n tries a re i n vited fo r a n  essay com peti ti on  i n  m e m o ry of Rog e r  
Sa n d el l on  a the m e  w h i c h  c a n  b e  seen a s  " i nterpret i n g  contem ­
pora ry v i s i o n  a n d  bel ief", a nd w h i ch refl ects the contri buti o n s  
Roger S a nd e l l h a s  made t o  th i s  m a g a zi n e. S o m e  suggested 
to p i cs a re :  conte m p o ra ry bel i efs a bout  Sata n i s m  a n d  the i r  so­
cia l effects, fri n g e  po l i t ica l i nf l uen ces i n  ufo l ogy, m o ra l  pa n i cs 
a n d  the n ews m ed i a ,  th e h i sto ri ca l context of contem p o ra ry be­
l i efs, and the treatm ent of a n o ma l ou s  experien ces o r  p h en o m ­
en a by resea rch ers . Th i s  l i st i s  n ot i nten d ed t o  be com p rehen ­
s ive, a n d  entra nts a re i nvited to conta ct the Ed ito r to d i scuss if a 
p roposed top i c  wou ld be s u ita b l e. 

RULES: 

1 .  Entry is open to any reader, except those l isted as edito rs of Magonia i n  th is  issue. 
There i s  no entrance fee. 

2. Each entry m ust be the orig i n a l  a n d  u n pu b l ished work of the entrant and m ust not 
be subm itted e l sewhere fo r awa rd or p u b l ication before 30th A p ri l  1 998. 

3. E ntries m ust be between 4,000 a n d  5,000 w o rds,  n ot inc lud i ng notes and refer­
ences, but  entrants m ust avoid lengthy footnotes . Entries m u st be typed,  doub le­
spaced on one side of A4 p a per, w ith a sheet giving the title, and the entrant's name 
and ad d ress.  E ntries m u st be p osted to J oh n  Rim m er, J oh n  Dee C ottage, 5 J a m es 
Terrace, M o rtl ake C h u rc hyard, London, SW1 4 8 H B, U n ited Kingdom, in t ime to be 
received by the clos ing d ate of 3 1 st M a rch 1 998. E ntries sent on d isk ,  by fox or e­
mail  a re not accepta b le. 

4.  Entries w i l l  be jud ged by John Rim mer, J o h n  H a rney and Kev i n  M cC i u re, and the 
winner w i l l  receive a p ri ze of £ 1 00. No corres pondence w i l l  be ente red into. The 
jud ges reserve the ri ght to w ith hold the p rize if they consider that no entry reaches a 
suffi ciently h ig h  sta n d a rd .  

5 .  The winn ing entry w i l l  b e  pu b l ished i n  a forthcom ing issue o f  Magonia.  The Ed ito rs 
may wish to p u b l ish  other entries by agreem ent w ith the a uthors .  
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TIIHtas tile crt111k englae 
Those tra in enthusiasts amongst our 
readers must be thril led at the news 
which is now leaking out through the 
downma rket news-stand UFO maga­
zines of the vast network of under­
g round ra ilways that l ink many of B ri­
ta in's SSU I  (Sites of Specia l Ufolog ­
ica l l nterest). Rudloe Manor i s  l inked 
by ra il to Downing Street, we learn. 
The tunnel was apparently built dur­
ing World War 11. You m ig ht think that 
there were one or two other things on 
the Government's m ind at the time 
but we can at least see how secre�y 
was ma intained : the whole thing was 
dug under cover of a wooden vault­
ing horse, and the soil from the work­
ings d istributed around the Rud loe 
Manor exercise a rea down the a i r­
men's trouser legs! 

The tra ins apparently 
travel from Rudloe Manor to Down­
ing Street in just twenty minutes which 
g ives them a speed of about 300 mph. 
The so-ca l led IRA mortar-bomb at­
tack on Number 1 0  a few years ago 
was obviously the windows of the 
Cabinet Room being blown out with 
the a ir pressure from the a rriva l of the 
1 2.35 from Wiltshire. Maybe in a fu­
ture issue of Magonia we will publ ish 
a g iant fold-out London Underground 
style map showing a l l  these l ines for 
the benefit of conspiracy-m inded 
ufolog ists and frustrated commuters. 

Alltlwlloa Waldl. 
We welcome Kevin McCiure's Abduc­
tion Watch magazine to the Magonia 
web site, where we hope to build up 
an  arch ive of articles from th is essen­
tia l source of sanity in the bizarre a nd 
sometimes worrying world of abduc­
tion research. Whereas we at 
Magonia a re usua l ly content to ful­
minate and poke fun at the a ntics of 
irresponsible researchers, Kevin is ac­
tua l ly prepared to do something 
a bout them - checking on their cla ims, 
investigating their qua l ifications, and 
publ icising the dangers of their ha lf­
baked antics. Every serious student of 
the subject should subscribe to the 
magazine (a flyer is included with this 
copy of Magonia, but if yours has 
gone m issing write to Kevin McCiure 

T H f 

at 3 Claremont Grove, Leeds, LS3 
lAX, sending a tenner for twelve 
monthly issues.) a nd if you a re l inked 
to the World-Wide Web check the a r­
chives which a re cl ickable from the 
Magonia site. Un l ike a lot of people 
in this subject, Kevin actua l ly cares 
about the people who get caught up 
in it. Read Abduction Watch and then 
think hard about what you a re doing. 

Not all nutters are harn�less •.. 

A number of more thoughtful 
ufologists have a lso sta rted to think 
very hard about some of the people 
they a re working with in ufology, as 
fads emerge about one British 
ufologist who is revealed to have a 
tang led history of involvement in ex­
treme right wing pol itics. As there 
currently seems to be no l ink between 
his previous pol itical incarnation and 
his current ufolog ical output I shan't 
go into more details at present. How­
ever ufology has a lways been cursed 
by a sprinkl ing of fringe pol itica l fig ­
ures, usua lly right-wing, who are 
turned on by the atmosphere of con­
spira cy and para noia that attaches 
itself to the subject. Quite a lot of 
people seem to l ike the idea of being 
a persecuted m inority - natura l ly not 
people who a re really l ikely to be a 
persecuted m inority, l ike Blacks or 
Jews - a nd ufology g ives some peo­
ple the opportun ity to imag ine they 
are the victim of B ig B rother-type op­
pression, without actua l ly being in 
any danger. Although most of these 
people appear to be active in the 
USA, the recent surge of interest in 
mi l itary-related UFO cases has 
brought more to the surface in this 
country too. 

A good example of this 
type of paranoia is circulating on the 
Internet. A message posted on the 
Searchnet Mail ing list adds yet an­
other route to the massive network of 
tunnels which have turned the British 
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Is les into a variety of Swiss cheese. 
This one runs from "horrendous 
laboratories" beneath the B recon 
Beacons in South Wales to I reland. 
Yes, I reland ! These subterranean ex­
cavations were stumbled across by a 
soldier who got lost on a n  exercise 
and was dragged underground by US 
service personnel. The complex is 
a pparently run jointly by the US Na­
tional Security Administration. The 
poster of the message, shown on the 
ma iling as "Miles J - I rish UFO Re­
search Centre", a l so claims that a 
journa l ist a nd a UFO g roup who 
were a bout to go publ ic with the story 
were "put out of business" by "various 
British UFO researchers [who] were 
involved in the cover up". Miles J ex­
pla ins that "a UFO researcher in Eng­
land, was (MUFON respondent) a r­
rested on fa lse d rugs charges. He 
awaits sentence. I wish to make it 
clear that British U FO Researchers 
a re being shopped and "Mind­
Knapped [sic] by their own 'col­
leagues'. S**t [his asterisks] happens, 
and it IS happening in B rita in ... " 

Our advice is don't go 
ta lking to a ny attractive fema le Daily 
Mirror reporters in pubs! 

Tally Hol 
On a l ig hter note we hea r a variation 
on the catnapping story. Ga reth 
Medway asks us: "Have you hea rd 
the rumour that gangs of fox-nappers 
a re at work in London? The a l leged 
purpose is that since so many foxes 
have chosen an u rban l ifestyle there 
a re not enough rura l  foxes to provide 
sport for the hunters ... men have been 
seen seizing foxes and then d riving 
off in unma rked white vans (what 
else?) which have number p lates 
which cannot be traced. These people 
cannot have an easy task. Un l ike 
cats, who often a l low themselves to 
be stroked by strangers, foxes are shy 
of humans. lt is qu ite rare to see them 
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at a l l, a nd if you approach them they 
run off. Since the city has a l l  kinds of 
h id ing places, to catch them would, I 
should think, be a lmost impossible." 

Quite what effect the pro­
posals currently before Parl iament to 
ban foxhunting will have on this trade 
is unclea r. This B i l l ,  incidenta l ly, only 
bans the hunting of wild mammals 
with dogs, so there is an  opportunity 
here for hunters to change to hunting 
with packs of wild feral cats, which 
could a lso be suppl ied by the men in 
the white vans. 

Crisp Crossed 
The Croydon Post ( 1 0  December, 
1 998) reports another outbreak of 
crisp packet col lecting, with the now 
fam il ia r  story of the manufacturers 
paying for 'l ifesaving treatment' in 
America for a local child dying of 
leukaemia, if enough of the greasy 
wrappers were col lected to match the 
weight of the boy. The urban legend 
was, as usual, denounced as a 'cruel 
hoax', a nd chi ldren were reported as 
being 'devastated'. Wa lkers Crisps, 
who seem to be the principle victim of 
the current crop of rumours, say: " lt's 
a horrible thing to happen a nd we 
don't know where it has come from 
but there have been other cases ex­
actly the same recently". Three 
schools and a church youth c lub were 
mentioned in the newspaper's report. 
On a positive note one teacher re­
ported that "since the chi ldren started 
collecting crisp-packets the play­
ground has never looked so tidy!" 

Al l  of which prompts us to 
ask, do teachers and reporters never 
bother checking out these col lections, 
and have they never read any of the 
dozens of reports of simila r ' cruel 
hoaxes' which appear in the loca l 
papers every few months? Besides 
crisp packets ('potato chips' I th ink, to 
our American readers, a lthough that 
has a d ifferent meaning aga in in Brit­
a in) other versions in the past have 
included col lecting the si lver paper 
out of c igarette packets, but I suppose 
the Hea lth Pol ice have put a stop to 
that kind of thing nowadays. 


