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The release of the film The Mothman 
Prophecies in the USA (and in the UK 
by the time you read this) has provoked 
a wave of comment. Most of the last 
issue of Fortean Times was devoted to 
articles related to the film. As The Peli­
can squawks on page 18, the problem 
with some commentators is that they arc 
unable to see what John Keel was doing 
when he originally wrote his book, and 
so are equally unqualified to see the 

purpose of this film. 
There always seems to be a 

question amongst some ufologists, 
whenever a UFO-related film is re­
leased, or there is some other media­
fuelled event that pulls our little world 
into the spotlight for its allocated fi ftccn 
minutes, "is this good for ufology?" 
This is, of course, the obverse of the 
feeling that by concentrating on the un­
reconstructed Awkward Squad like John 
Keel, the resultant production is going 
to be "bad for ufology''. 

"Bad for ufology" involves 
the general feeling that the media pro­
duction will make the UFO world look 
as though it is full of rather strange and 
eccentric, holding peculiar views about 
the universe. We all know, of course, 
that ufology is not like that, don't we? 

In a way, this is looking at 
ufology as if it were a political party. 
Any of you who have been active in 
politics will know that most political 
parties, particularly at a local level, do 
contain some very odd people whose 
views maintain only a tangential contact 
with the national party's professed pol­
icy. Of course political parties - well the 
ones that are likely to get into govern­
ment, anyway - maintain a small army 
of spin-doctors; an important part of 

whose job involved minimising the 
impact of these loose cannons with 
soothing formulas such as ''he was 
quoted out of contexC. 

However ufology is not a po­
litical party, despite the fact that some 
of the major organisations in the field 
do actually behave like one. There are 
no ufological spin-doctors, however 
much one or two individuals seem to 
have tried to take the role upon them­
selves; most recently by trying to insist 
that John Keel was never really in the 
party at all. 

This is all part of the endless 
ufological quest for 'respectability', a 
goal which will result in chairs of 
ufology at our major universities, fund­
ing for investigations into the 'objec­
tively existing', ·structured craft' which 
we arc assured arc the real UFOs; i.e. 
the unidentified flying objects which 
can actually be identified as a UFO. Be­
cause it seems to some ufologists that 
UFOs arc not misidcntifications of air­
craft, they are not misidentifications of 
unusual phenomena, they are not even 
misidentifications of extraterrestrial 
spacecraft, they arc just, well, UFOs, 
and you'd better accept that, because if 
you don't you arc denying scientific 
progress, you arc a 'skcptibunkcr' 
(that's even worse than a Pelican! -
where do they get this stuff from?) and 
in fifty years time a new generation of 
scientists will laugh at you. 

But for the moment, it seems 
it's the ufologists who are being 
laughed at, and that is really what is 
behind the desire for 'respectability' and 
the reason why John Keel must not be 
seen as a representative of ufology -
they might laugh at us! 
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HEADHUNT 
Seeking the Degenerates among the Primitives 

Varicose Brains - Part Three 

Martin KoH111eyer 

Flying saucers mostly just flew around when 

they arrived in 1947. They didn't land much and 

we did not see much of who was piloting them. 

Only 4 or 5 such cases have been found we 

might fairly term CE3Ks. This contrasts sharply 

with the Airship Waves of 1896/97 where re- The entities of the Air-
ship waves showed a 

searchers have found 36 detailed CE3Ks, at bias toward large hu-
mans. The Shaw case 
has Martians 7 foot 

least 14 of which are explicitly extraterrestrial. A tall and slender.( I) 
Next, we get 7 foot 

few more seem to be so implicitly. ���:,u
!��;��:a�

i
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In another, we have 11-1 2 foot tall 
Martians with ordinary heads that 
drink air.(3) Next, a 9� foot tall 
being suffering from the heat is 
nearly naked and has a bellowing, 
musical speech. ( 4) There is an 
unusually large Apollo with dark 
hair and stunted beard, and 
swarthy complexion, and de­
scribed as having negro features. 
He is able to set fire to water 
while camping here.(5) Another is 
a tall and spare pilot who looks 
like a scientist or inventor.(6) A 
soldier-like man from Mars is 18 
feet tall.(7) A crew ofNavy men 
shares a ship with a large portly 
man with whiskers.(8) People of 

Neptune and Saturn are described 
as fine specimens of muscular and 
intellectual development.(9) An­
other encounter involves men 20 
feet tall and weighing I 000 
pounds.(IO) This tallies as ten in 

number. 
Only 5 of the 3 6  Airship 

close encounters involve small be­
ings. One set is dressed in 
furs.( 11) Another is covered in 
down and have light beards. (12) 
One set involves evil-looking men 
and women. (13) The most famous 
case, that of Merkel, Texas, is 
dressed in a blue navy suit.(l4) A 
figure in a different case says 
moon men are dwarf-sized.( IS) As 
a matter of lexicological interest, 
'little green men' were apparently 
not around during these Airship 
waves. Of the others, three are 
explicitly medium or 
ordinary-sized.(l 6) The rest seem 
normal humans, e.g. Scandinavi­
ans,( 1 7) Irishmen,( 18) 'Japs ',( 1 9) 
a populist,(20) ladies in Easter 
dress,(21) ladies in bloomers,(2 2) 
and men in hunting outfits.(23) 
Left over, because the size was 
ambiguous, is the weird being 
from a better world nearer to the 
Sun than us that has only one limb 
like a propellor pointed to the 
grotmd. 

It should be of interest 
that at this date there are no good 
examples of the grays, reptoids, 
insectoids, space mummies, or 
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robots. ln tcm1s of morphology_ 
the ligures rarely differ from the 
human fom1. Some arc idealized 
humans of some beauty. A more 
notable generalization is that a 
good fraction of these 
extraterrestrials tend to resemble 
descriptions of primitive peoples. 

Reconsider especially 
H.G. Shaw·s November 27. Jg96 
Lodi. CA encounter which enthu­
siasts sec as a proto-Gray. 
·THREE STRANGE VISITORS 
Who Possibly Come From the 
Planet Mars·· \vas the headline. 
They arc human in many respects. 
They arc seven feet high and very 
slender. The hands arc small and 
delicate without nails. The feet arc 
twice as long as a normal man 
\vith long. slender toes used much 
the same as a monkey. The crea­
ture was easily lifted with ··a spe­
cific gravity'· (sic) of perhaps an 
ounce. They wore no clothing but 
were CO\ crcd with a natural 
growth that felt like velvet. The 
faces and head arc without hair. 
The nose is like polished ivory. 
The eyes arc large and lustrous. 
They arc toothless and have so 
small a mouth it was inferred that 
their li,·cs were sustained by some 
sort of gas. Not hideous. they had 
a strange and indescribably divine 
beauty and grace. They held a 
luminous material. They inspected 
the horses, buggy and general area. 
They attempt to lift the human 
witness, but they arc w1ablc to do 
this to due to lack of muscular 
power. They also moved to their 
ship in 15 feet strides. Their ship. 
uniquely it seems. went through 
the air rapidly, expanding and 
contacting in a muscular motion. 

TI1is resembles a Gray 
only in thinness, baldness, and 
large lustrous eyes. It is hardly 
certain the eyes arc identical to 
current lore and lustrous is proba­
bly a common description of eyes 
particularly back then. The points 
against calling them Grays seem 
compelling. Most importantly, 
nothing is said about the head be­
ing huge. The superior height is 
surely problematic. Describing a 
nose like ivory is inconsistent with 
the vestigial noseholes said to 
common to modem Greys. The 
monkey feet and velvety skin 
growth would be unique. The 
Shaw Martians · inability to abduct 
humans due to weight is contra­
dictory to later lore. Consider, for 
example, the Moody case in which 
investigators are surprised how 
frail beings could abduct a big 

man of two hundred plus pounds 
and 6·r tall. 

The unusual lightness 
could fairly be regarded as analo­
gous to later lcvitational traits in 
modem Grays, but the striding mo­
tion sounds \\Tong and may signal 
a flawed way of the writer show­
ing he knows Martian gra\'ity is 
lighter than Earth. The muscular 
ship is also singular and unlike 
modem crall. Airship Wa,·c re­
searcher Ncclcy regards this as a 
hoax and feels the fact that the 
\\Titcr was a former publisher ar­
gues that interpretation. It is also 
interesting that this exemplary 
work of imagination comes from 
California for there was a nascent 
literature on science fiction themes 
in that region. Some of this seems 
patterned on descriptions of sav­
ages. i.e. the nakedness. a Hotten­
tottish build. beauty. and mam1cr. 
The earliest fictions invoh·ing 
extraterrestrials were often mod­
elect on examples of primiti\ c 
peoples native to places like the 
Americas. Africa. and 
Polyncsia.(24) 
1947 

The first known entity 
case in the 194 7 W m·e occurred at 
W cbstcr. Massachusetts and "as 
reported in the July 7th Worcester 
Massachusetts J>aily Teley_ram 
They reported that an elderly 
woman saw on June 17th a moon­
si.t.cd object fly b� ''" ith a slender 
figure inside dressed in "hat ap­
peared to be a Na\'y uniform. As 
no landing is mentioned nor the 
closeness of the encounter. it is 
unclear if this should be regarded 
as a CE3K. The presence of a 
Navy w1ifonn unambiguously re­
flects the presumption of the craft 
being a secret device of the U.S. 
government - then. the dominant 
presumption among bel icvcrs in 
saucers.(25) 

Also on the 7th, resi­
dents of the Ccnter and J Street 
neighborhood in Tacoma Washing­
ton, including Gene Gamachi and 
I. W. Martcnson, told of seeing a 
number of objects, some of which 
landed on nearby roofs. Witnesses 
saw several ""little people,, who 
disappeared upon the arrival of 
ncwsmen.(26) 

On July 9th, the Nash­
ville Tennesseean published a 
long, interesting letter by an ap­
parently sane and sober man tell­
ing of his brush with a couple of 
Men from Mars on a nearby Oying 
field. The strange little men, "'all 
heads and arms and legs, and 

glowing like fireflies:· landed and 
alighted from a flying saucer as he 
drove along a highway. the man 
wrote. The man from Nashville 
and the Men from Mars exchanged 
greetings in sign language and the 
saucer finally took off. (27) 
Though the description begs to be 
written off as the product of a 
backwoods talc-spinner. the use of 
sign language is an interesting re­
flection of the newness of the 
saucer phenomenon. The lack of a 
shared knO\Yicdge of language 
presumes a first contact. 
The lJth also saw a story appear in 
the Houston Posl ,,·hich deserves 
to be reproduced in full. 

Circle-Silly 
Sailor Sees A Sociable Saucerite 
Here is the disc yarn to end all 

saucer stories in a disc-dizzy na­
tion. 

A merchant seaman who 

swore he never touched a drop, 

telephoned The Houston Post and 

said a big silver disc landed in front 
of him while he was walking in 

Acres Home addition. 

A little man, two feet tall 

and with a head the size of a bas­
ket ball, climbed out of the disc and 
shook hands with him, the seaman 

said, then climbed back in and 

whirled away into the blue. 

"Did he look like a man 

from Mars?" the reporter asked. 
"I dunno," the seaman 

replied. "I never saw a man from 

Mars" 

Clc:arl\" the small size of the body 
lits half the definition of a gray 
and a basket-ball siz.ed head is 
disproportionately large relative to 
a two foot tall frame. it is consis­
tent with the broad definition of a 
Gray. Y cL we can ·t honestly say it 
absolutely deserves the label. We 
don't know if the head is bald. We 
don ·t have corroborative informa­
tion that there is any degenerative 
evolutionary implication in the 
size of the body. Shaking hands 
seems faintly inconsistent with the 
generality of Grays being indif­
ferent to humans. Such hand­
shaking is not a common feature 
seen in modem cases. 

Yet is it grow1d enough 
to reject the label'! There is no 
fundamental historical objection in 
thinking it is derived from the 
tradition of bald, big-headed and 
small-bodied aliens in earlier sci­
ence fiction, but there is no overt 
attempt to call attention to the 
disproportion of head and body. I 
would not be the least bit amazed 
if this Martian owes nothing to 
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this tradition and had some other 
logic behind it like a sports car­
toon. 

There is a pair of other 
stories of extraterrestrials during 
this wave, but no physical descrip­
tion is present and presumably be­
longs to the tradition of channel­
ing. An individual in San Fran­
cisco learns through mental te­
lepathy with the Dhyanis, rulers of 

creation, that the saucers are 
spaceships dropping 'metabob­
lons,- mechanisms to counteract 
atomic radiation.(28) 'Metabob­
lons' is probably a typo or garbled 
recollection of the word 
'metabolons' that had been coined 
by Lord Rutherford and Frederick 
Soddy to refer to the fragments of 
atoms expelled by atoms in the 
process of radioactivity. The term 
was used briefly during the first 
decade of the century, but was 
quickly forgotten as radioactivity 
became better understood. The 
rulers of creation evidently had not 
kept up with the physics of the 
time.(29) 

Probably the most high 
profile case of the 1947 wave was 
the warning of Ole J. Sneide. He 
claimed to be in contact with The 
Great Master. He indicated the 
saucers were more properly called 
navo. Though ultimately from the 
greater Magellenic cloud, they 
came by way of the lesser Magel­
lenic cloud, 47 Tucanae, Omega, 
and the Alpha Centauri cluster. 
They had been travelling millions 
and millions of years and used an­

ti gravity and hyperspace to ap­
proximate the speed the light. 
Theirs was a much older world 
and the Great Master had earlier 
been on Earth before the fall of 
the Roman empire, but left via 
fohatic teleportation. He is now 
back and what is going to be done 
depends upon mankind. It is ad­
vised physical man set up no bel­
ligerence, for just a small concen­
tration of these discs just beyond 
our atmosphere could clean the 
surface of our planet completely in 
a matter of less than 24 hours. 
Their present local headquarters is 
on the unseen side of the moon. 
Mankind will just have to learn 
their physics over again someday, 
if they live. "Ah, ifthey live!" (30) 
It is certain from the lingo that 
Sneide knew science fiction and it 
is tempting to wonder if it was 
inspired in part by Joseph 
Schlossel 's 1931 story "Extra­
Galactic Invaders" which similarly 
featured Magellenic beings, lunar 

bases, matter transmission, and 
world-destroying military tech­

nology. (31) Some will note the 
alien warning to mankind that it 
could lay waste to Earth and thus 
we should not be belligerent has a 
thematic resemblance to the later 
classic SF movie Day the Earth 
Stood Still. It is more relevant to 
point out that world domination by 
superior technology was a favorite 
past-time of mad scientists and, in 
that year of 1947, one was threat­
ening earth with an orbiting 
spaceship equipped with a ray gun 
in the 15 part serial Jack Arm­
strong. (32) It's not exactly The 
Death Star, but the basic idea 
seems there. 

Outside the United 
States and, technically speaking, a 
couple weeks after the Wave of 
1947 ended - another first contact 
account appears on August 8, 
1947 in the Diario da Tarde of 
Curitiba, Brazil. It describes an 
incident dated to July 23rd. Jose 
C. Higgins in the Brazilian state of 
Sao Paulo, allegedly encountered 
some 7-foot tall entities that 
emerged from a 150 foot wide 
flying disc with a distinct Satum­
like rim. It landed nearby on 

curved metallic legs. Described as 
having huge round bald heads, 
huge round eyes, no eyebrows, no 
beards, and indeterminate gender, 
this seems reasonably close to 
Gray definitions. Interestingly, 
Higgins indicates they shunned 
bright sunlight, arguably a weak­
ness. The obvious problem is the 

7-foot height, involving legs 
longer in proportion to ours. Addi­
tionally Higgins claimed they 
show extraordinary agility. They 

leap and gambol, and toss huge 
stones. None of this suggests a 
degenerate body. (33) Linda 
Howe's taxonomy allows the exis­
tence of "Taller Gray Beings, No 
Hair." (34) Seven feet is still 
larger than her 5-6 feet range 
definition. She has an even taller 
category of humanoid, but these 

have prominent noses and, often, 
cat-like eyes. These can also have 
hair. She does not call them Grays. 
As Higgins apparently does not 
say anything about big noses or 
cat-like eyes, we should wonder 
how ufologists with an urge to 
categorize their aliens should re­
gard this case. 

We also have to add that 
the Higgins aliens wore transpar­
ent suits that covered their head 
and body that seemed inflated like 
rubber bags. They had a metal box 

on their body. Through the trans­
parency could be seen bright col­

ored clothing. Such space suits fit 
the assumptions of the era, but 
obviously not that of current Gray­
lore. (35) Higgins indicated that 
one of the aliens poked 8 holes in 
the ground. A large one in the 
center, called Alamo, was felt to 
be probably the Sun. The 7th one 
was called Orque and it apparently 
represented their home. This 
would mean they came from Ura­
nus. Needless to say, this interpre­
tation does not seem especially 
plausible to astronomically literate 
people. Bipedal people probably 
are not likely on a gas giant world 
like Uranus that has no solid sur­
face. It is believed to have an 
8,000-kilometer deep ocean. (36) 
Nor will you find any exobiolo­
gists with any optimism for life on 
any of the moons of Uranus. (37) 

Still worse, this is neither Zeta 
Reticuli nor Rigel nor Betelguese 
nor Bellatrix, as modem Graylore 
would prefer.(38) 

A further detail guaran­
teed to diminish enthusiasm for 
this case is that the fmal paragraph 
in the initial account translates as, 
"Was it a dream? Was it real? I 

sometimes doubt that it really 
happened; it could have been a 
strange but beautiful dream." (39) 
Some say this telegraphs intent of 

hoaxing, but even those with a 
generous spirit will grant this is 
fine ground not to be confident 
this is a real encounter. 

Some ufologists would 

include the Italian case of Profes­
sor R.L. Johannis case in this dis­
cussion of 194 7 entity encounters. 
He does say his meeting with a 

pair of short, earthy-greenish, 
big-headed, big-eyed extraterres­
trial beings occurred on the morn­
ing of August 14, 1947, but no 
document exists preceding his 
March 20, 1964 letter to a Turin 
ufologist. ( 40) He alleges he did a 
sketch two months after the en­
counter and sent his account to the 
Italian weekly L 'Europeo. The 
editorial office lost it. Nobody has 
presented evidence it appeared 
anywhere in print in 1947, thus the 
demands of historical study puts a 
big question mark on how to treat 
this story. Some people like to 
think of the case as the first 'little 
green man' tale, but does it really 
deserve such an honor if it was 
shaped in a period when that 
phrase was already a common­
place? There are large doubts that 
phrase was in wide use in 1947. 
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Bailey Circus" 

wtffl.atomicbooks .com/shocked/gallery/ 
ekoiko .html. 
57 Steinman, William & Stevens, Wendelle 
UFO Crash at Aztec: A Well Kept Secret 

UFO Photo Archives,  1986, pp. 104-5. 
58 Donald Keyhoe The Flying Saucers are 

Real Fawcett, 1950, p. 166. 

Italian u fologist Edoardo Russo 
has provided circumstantial evi­
dence the tale existed as early as 
1 955 since Johannis mentions it in 
an u npublished appendix to a 
translation of thc Lcslic/Adamski 
Flying -�·aucers Have /,anded. but 
this is unconfirmed. H e  also indi­
cates that Johannis did speak of 
his experience to friends in the 
late 50s. Russo remarks the pres­
ence of ··a dark brown tight-fitting 
cap. like an alpinist's bonnet" 
seem s  typical of the 1 954 French/ 
Italian wave. ( 4 1 )  A 1 955 date of 
origin seems most pl ausible. for 
the ·ii ttlc green man '  phrase did 
become very well-known in that 
year. ( 42 )  

The arguments i n  favor 
of regarding the J ohannis case as 
involving Grays arc good. but as-

sail able. They arc "no more than 
90 centimctcrs in height" and his 
sketch shows them to be slender. 
Their heads were bigger than a 
normal human's and ·'they h ad no 
signs of hair. ,

, 
The absence of 

eyebrows also favors the presump­
tion of hairlessness, but a cap pre­
vents certain knowledge of how 
bare the skul l  is. The eyes are 
enormous, protruding and round� 
the col or of wel l-ripened yel low­
green plums. They have vertical 
pupils .  The modem taxonomist 
shoul d  probably suggest this is a 
gray-reptoid hybrid. Johannis 
however also reports there is 
green/yel low ring along the cir­
cumference of the eyes looking 
like the frame of a pair of specta­
cles. This detail seems unknown 
among other Grays. J ohannis de­
scribes the presence of a nose, 
'·straight, geometrical, and very 
long." This detail runs counter to 
the modem generality of vestigial 

noses or nose-holes. Beneath the 
mouth is a mere slit, "shaped like 
a circumflex accent.-- This is con­
sistent. A hand had 8 fingers -two 
clusters of 4 opposed like a c law. 
This is inconsistent with modern 
Grays. The green skin calor is 
ful ly consistent with modem Gray­
lore. Paul Bennewiz in a seminal 
M arch 1 986 document avers Grays 
are only gray when they arc dead 
or in need of formula: when 
healthy they arc general ly light 
grccn . ( 43) 

The behavior of the 
extraterrestrials is interesting. Jo­
hannis indicates he felt  paralyzcd 
as the entities approached. but it 
seems merely a matter of aston­
ishment at first. After a bit. he is 
able to wave a geologist's pick 
and throw questions at them. but 

they do not understand him . A ray 
or puff of smoke comes from the 
belt of one of the beings. He fal l s  
over, briefly paralyzcd. One alien 
picks up the tool. J ohannis is soon 
able to sit up. The curiosities here 
arc the facts that paralysis is not 
attributed to eyes and that this a lso 
seems unlike the 'switched off 
state used by the Grays in the 
Hopkins era. J ohannis recovers far 
too quickly. We also note again 
the absence of understanding and 
no use of Earth l anguages. This 
seems again to imply this is a fi rst 
contact situation and inconsistent 
with Grays having been here for 
decades or centuries. 

The aliens climb up into 
their disc and shoot off with such 
a rush that a cascade of rock and 
dirt is drawn up to fal l  in a nearby 
riverbed. It stops and briefly Jo­
hannis fears a sharp flange sur­
rounding the saucer wil l cut him 
in h alf. Then it tips and vanishes 

and Johannis is struck by a tre­
mendous wind that rol l s  him over 
and over. This speediness of the 
saucer is consistent with the habit 
of high velocity seen in Fifties 
cascs. (44) In recent decades, sau­
cers prefer to hover and accounts 
of people rol l ing over and over 
due to shockwaves are no-w hard 
to find. 

Professor Johannis was 
well known for creating magnifi­
cent paintings and he w as known 
throughout Europe for his science 
fiction. vvith over 1 5  books to his 
credit There seems no reason to 
doubt he had to ha\'e known of the 
orthogenetic future-man idea. 
given the traditional nature of the 
idea and image in science fiction. 

Taking these 1 94 7 cases 
as a group. the first thing to notice 
how few they arc in number. 
There were many more during the 
Airship Waves. The existence of 
aliens during the Airship Waves 
presumably reflects a robust cul­
ture of extraterrestrial specul ations 
ccntcrcd on writings about Mars as 
an older world where evolution 
had taken place longer than on 
Earth. Beyond serious writings 
suggesting that canals on M ars 
indicated an advanced civili/,ation: 
there was also a genre of fiction 
dubbed "intcrplanctarics-- ,.�,·hich 
was peaking in the 1 �90s . ( 46) 
From the start. the Airships were 
regarded as piloted \ehiclcs. The 
situation in 1 94 7 was wmplicated 
by th�,; fact that the flying saucers 
were initially only thought of as 
--objects.-- Many took the --flying 
saucer·· phrase so literally that a 
surprisingly large fraction of the 
reports were estimated to be less 
than 3 feet in diameter! ( 4 7 )  Now, 
subtract some for the popular pre­
sumption that the saucers might be 
secret weapons akin to missiles 
like the Na/,i V -2 rocket-bombs. 
Lastly, divide into this the brevity 
of the 1 947 wave compared to the 
Airship Waves. For all  practical 
purposes the 1 94 7 Wave ended by 
J uly 1 3th, lasting not even a 
month. (48)  By contrast, the Air­
ship waves arc spread over a pe­
riod from mid-Novcmber 1896 to 
April 1897.(49) 

The second thing to no­
tice is that there is a bias to small 
beings in this group. While we 
cannot dismiss the possibility this 
is a random matter akin to rolling 
snake-eyes in three out 4 tosses of 
the dice, the likelihood of these 
tales being loaded to favor small 
sizes is worth considering. This 
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could easily have resulted from 
that assumption that the saucers 
were small. Observe, for example, 
that Higgins, who had the tall 
Grays, put them in a 30-meter 
(l50-foot) saucer. Johannis would 
put his little men in a more mod­
est 1 0-meter (30 feet) saucer. One 
notable wrinkle, though: the Hous­
ton clipping has its little man 
coming from a "big silver disc." 

I'm. thus. completely 
open to the possibility that there 
may be some alternative factor bi­
asing size to small aliens. What is 
more notable is that the aliens are 
not conforming to the way alien 
sizes were skewed in the Airship 
Waves. We should not be looking 
at overarching archetypaL deep 
mind processes to explain the 
sizes of aliens. Whatever skewed 
the Airship v•ave reports to gian­
tism was no longer working in 
1947. 

We observe that some of 
the elements of the orthogenetic 
cliche seen in this Varicose Brains 
series seem to be in play already 
in these first entity cases. One may 
dispute this and haggle over the 
incoherence of the cases as a 
group. Certainly the clustering of 
traits is most properly assessed as 
weak and merely suggestive. But 
one can see well enough that these 
traits arc more present here than in 
the Airship era. Not to be crueL 
but we arc obliged to observe that 
from an evidential standpoint. 
these cases arc tenuous - the best 
match to Graylorc suspiciously is 
by an SF writer, the next best 
match puts the Grays on Uranus 
and has a warning admitting it 
may be a dream, and in the Hous­
ton case we don ·t even have the 
name of the alleged witness. 

We will have to snub Roswellians 
for the moment. Given the evi­
dence that Roswell involved the 
crash of a Mogul balloon, the tes­
timony of Grays being retrieved 
out of the Roswell crash are ax­
iomatically and certainly tales 
constructed apart from the culture 
of l947. 

A.k.a. Dimmick 
We will skip three entity cases of 
the 1948-49 period for various 
reasons (Magonia catalogue case 
#64 - too vague; #68 - Peruvian 
space mummies backdated from 
1967 (50); #69 - headless figures 
of unstated size) and jump to an 
International New Service item 
dated August 20, 1949. Two pros-

pectors - Buck Fitzgerald & Mase 
Gamey - say they witnessed a 
saucer crash in Death Valley in 
mid-July. Two small men, heavily 
clothed, ran from the crash and 
disappeared over a ridge. The 
prospectors pursued but lost them 
amid sand dunes. The saucer is 
made of calcium, was iridescent 
and radioactive. and had small 
green wires running throughout. 
The Air Force dismissed this as 
hoax, apparently without investi­
gation. Though this has been 
termed a snap judgement, it is 
easy to guess why the Air Force 
would not be alarmed. If the aliens 
must run away and are unable to 
defend themselves, clearly they are 
not an imminent threat to much of 
anyone. Nor does the case sound 
likely. Loren Gross suggested in 
his history that this was our old 
friends Silas Newton and GeBauer 
(Dr. Gee), from the later and better 
known Scully hoax, using assumed 
names in an abortive plot. The Mo­
jave was their home turf and the 
site of their doodlebug adventures 
- they claimed that vast oil depos­
its existed under the Mojave.(5 l )  
Karl Pflock has confirmed this. A 
mcmoir in Silas Newton's hand 
has him stating he indeed con­
tacted the FBI with the story and 
GeBauer called ''the papers to see 
if they would bite." He said he 
wanted to get into the public mind 
an aura of mystery, excitement, 
and government cover-up over 
saucers and their wonderful tech­
nology. Take note of this, you will 
be quizzed later. GcBauer called 
·'the papers to sec if they would 
bite." He said he wanted to get 
into the public mind an aura of 
mystery. excitement, and govern­
ment cover-up over saucers and 
their wonderful technology.(52) 
Take note of this, you will be 
quizzed later. 

The Scully hoax proper 
starts in the ''Scully's Scrapbook" 
column for the October 12, 1949 
Variety. From a crash is pulled 16 
men described as the size of 
Singer midgets. They add the 
qualifier, "Neither were they pig­
mies from the African jungle. 
Something about their bone struc­
ture was different"(53) This initial 
version caused no excitement ac­
cording to Loren Gross.(54) In the 
following November 27th issue of 
Variety, Scully insists the craft in 
the crash was taken apart piece by 
piece and trucked to Dayton to 
study the method of propulsion of 
the little humanoids' craft. There 

is no direct evidence of why New­
ton chose the small form. The 
slight geographic distance between 
Texas and the Mojave raises a 
question on whether the 1947 
Houston Post landing could have 
had legs enough to have reached 
Newton. As the saucer in the hoax 
is described as being over 100 feet 

across, we can discount the pre­
sumption that the statistical bias of 
saucers to be small played a role 
here. The mention of the Singer 
midgets also however brings up an 
alternative possibility. Earlier in 
the century, midgets· were consid­
ered freaks and exploited by car­
nivals. Coney Island used a veri­
table army of 60 midgets with 
spiked backs in its Luna Park 
space ride to represent Selenites. 
(55) It spawned space rides else­
where. It has been alleged in Rob­
ert Bogdan' s book Freak Show 
that a pair of black albino broth­
ers, Eko and lko, were success­
fully displayed in the 20s and 30s 
''as ambassadors from Mars dis­
covered near the remains of their 
spaceships in the Mojave 
desert."(56) The mention of the 
Mojave in the pitch story raises 
thoughts of possible inspiration for 
Newton· s tale, however research 
needs to be done to establish more 
firmly that the pitch story predates 
1949 and is not a folkloric artifact 
constructed after Newton's story. 

On January 6, 1950 we 
get the Koehler yam. The victims 
of the saucer crash are almost 
identical to earth-dwelling hu­
mans, except for a uniform height 
of 3ft. They are uniformly blond, 
beardless and their teeth were 
completely free of fillings or cavi­
ties. They wore blue uniforms with 
wire threads, six button jackets, 
and slip-on shoes. They had no 
undergarments but were taped up. 
Keyhoe asserts the Associated 
Press ran an item in which Koe­
hler "admitted the whole thing was 
a big joke." But the little men 
story "ran on and on," despite 
this.(58) 

Three days later Time 
magazine gives prominence to 
other little men stories. In the Ro­
senwald Foundation crash yarn, 
two die and one is thrown free. 
They are three-ft tall and a bit 
primitive, even monkey-like in 
appearance. Another yarn says a 
crash had 15 survivors. One sur­
vivor drew a solar system, pointed 
to Venus, and they are taken to a 
pressurized chamber with carbon 
dioxide to simulate the Venusian 

lt has been alleged that a 

pair of black albino 

brothers, Eko and lko, 

were displayed in the 

1920s and 1930s as 

ambassadors from Mars 

discovered near the 

remains of their space-

ship in the Mojave Desert 
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atmosphere. The detai l o f  primi­
tiveness at  th is  date is curious. A 
monkey-type ancestry may indicate 

thoughts of evolutionary conver­
gence; i .e .  monkeys are inte l l igent 

and have hands, maybe thus a 
logical space being. Venus was 
typically regarded as j ungle-l ike in 

earlier science fiction, thus offer­
ing another possible reason for 
monkey-like a l iens. 

The most important tale 
to emerge in this cluster of crash­

retrieval yams however was told 
on M arch 9, 1 950 by Ray L .  
Dimmick:  Thi s  version appeared 
in the Los A ngeles Mirror: 

'Flying Saucer' Crash in Mexico 
Told by LA. Man 
A Flying Saucer recently crash­

landed near Mexico City and was 

seen by a Los Angeles man , he 

declared today. The disc was 

staffed by a pigmy-sized man , 
about 25 inches tall, who was killed 

in the crash. The tiny visitor reput­

edly had a large head and a very 
small body. N�ws of the saucer 

was given by Ray L. Dimmick, 
sales manager of a Los Angeles 

powder company. 

Military Takes Over 

Dimmick was reluctant to tell his 

story because of "security" reasons. 

He said Mexican and Un ited States 

military officials have taken over the 

project. Mexican officials reportedly 

have said that similar strange flying 

spheres have landed in North 

America. The governments in­

volved were said to have immedi­

ately locked such occurences in 

secrecy. Recently some military 
men have suggested that the 

strange objects reportedly seen 
over the Western U nited States 

might be interplanetary space 

ships. Dimmick said he was 

close enough to the Mexico City 

saucer to touch it. He said it was 46 

feet in diameter, made of a sub­

stance resembli ng aluminum and 

was powered by two motors. The 

bottom was wrecked in the landing. 

Dimmick's amazing report came a 
few hours after a saucer was re­

ported spotted over San Fernando 

Valley. The strange object ap­
peared twice, flying fast at 400 feet 

altitude, residents said. 

Runs for Telescope 

Composer Eddie Coffman ,  54 5 1  
Kester Ave. ,  Van Nuys, said h e  first 

spotted the saucer with the naked 
eye. Then he rushed into the house 

and got a telescope. Coffman's 

mother, Mrs. Gertrude Coffman ,  
said the object was "like the moon 

only bigger and it was ghastly 

white." Two neighbors, Mr. And 

Mrs. Reed Hadley, verified their 

statements. To them, the object in 

the sky seemed about 50 feet in 

diameter. This observation was 
strikingly like of Dimmick and like 

many others made elsewhere on 

the North American continent. 
Dimmick said a heavy guard had 

been thrown around the saucer at 
Mexico City. High Mexican and 

United States officials reportedly 

have visited the scene of the land­
ing. But all facts gleaned have been 

wrapped in stiff censorship. Dim­
mick said Mexican officials are 

strong in the belief the little pilot of 

the saucer is a visitor from Mars or 
some other planet where life exists. 

Dimmick said he has been un able 
to learn what happened to the body 

of the Tom Thumbs visitor. (59) 

Far more than Scul ly ' s  and Koe­

h ler' s  yarns, Dimmick 's  story had 
legs. Loren Gross avers the Dim­
mick tale fi l led the airwaves and 
triggered scores of requests for 
more information. The Chicago 
Tribune complained phone l ines 

were tied in knots over it .  The 
Pentagon came under siege by 
newsmen seeking details.  The 
American Embassy in Mexico City 
had a top official meet the press. 

'"I can definitely and officially 
state that this report is not 
true ."(60) Time magazine singled 

it out as the wildest of this group 
of tales.(6 1 )  

It spread internationally 

and clearly formed the basis of an 
Apri l Fool 's  prank i n  the German 

paper Wiesbadener Tageblatt. J ust 

a couple weeks after Dimmick's  
tale surfaced they publ ished a 

photo of an entity being escorted 
by a pai r  of mi l i tary men. It i s  
short, has a large and bald head 

and large eyes separated by a Y­
shaped nose/brow structure. It is 

breathing from a tube connected to 
a hand held unit. It seems single­

legged on first look, but detai ls  
clarifY the al ien is standing on a 
floatation disk . The date was no 
accident. The prank was confessed 

in the A pri l 3rd issue of the paper 
and confirmed by i ts i nstigator 

Wilhelm Sprunkel in a taped in­
terview with u fologist K l aus 
Wcbner. decades later. ( 62 )  This 
photo. or rather a xerox of i t, 

found its way into Berlitz and 

Moorc ·s. The Roswcll I ncident 
( 1 980). They wonder if it --may or 
may not pertai n  to certain signifi­
cant aspects of the Roswel l inci­

dent. ·- I t  came to them by way of 

FBI fi les from someone who 
thought it was a picture of a man 
from M ars in the United States. It 
is an excel lent depiction of a Gray 
and by 1 980 fit right in with the 
emerging dominance of thi s  form . 

Ironical ly this early image of a 
Gray in U FO culture. the first 
visual representation of one. was 
thus a hoax. It should be empha­
sized the photo seems unknown to 
American culture until the Roswel l 

book and could not have in flu­

enced prc- 1 980 Gray imagery. But 
Dimmick ·s verbal description is 
another matter. The pygmy-sized 
al ien with a large head and a very 

small body was now part of the 
saucer culture and a high-profile 
item at that. Dimmick "s talc was 
also debunked, however, both by 
official s in Mexico, and to a l arge 

extent by Dimmick himself Time 
magazine offered this sequel and 
epitaph, 

"Next day, after thinking 

it over, Dimmick decided he had 
been '"misquoted." He had not 
seen the wrecked saucer or its pi­
lot h imself; it  was two other guys 
in Mexico C ity. Nevertheless, dis­
tributed deadpan by the wire serv­
ices and printed in many newspa­
pers, the Dimmick "little man" 
story, and variations of it, are sti l l  

mak ing the rounds. Why i s  the 
press ready to print, and the publ ic 
to bel ieve, such fantastic 
tales?"variations of it, are stil l  

mak ing the rounds. Why is the 
press ready to print, and the public 
to believe, such fantastic 
tales?"(63) 
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Thus, there was reason 

to resist patteming one's tale after 
Dimmick 's version of the saucer 
crash. Silas Newton 's version 
would take a l ittle longer to get 
debunked. Cahn 's famous expose 
on his yam appears in September 
1 952. (64) The general cluster of 
tales probably worked to inspire 
some amorphous belief under the 
general princ iple of 'where there's 
smoke there ·s fire.· Though in­
consistent in some of the details. 
the retrieval yams did seem con­
sistent in that one detail of their 
being small. They yielded a gen­
erality of saucer aliens as being 
li ttle. ·'Little men from Mars:· 
.. pygmies:· .. midgets:· "tiny space 
folk·· were some of the recurring 
terms. One interesting item. dated 
April l 0. 1950_ has Kcnneth Ar­
nold being asked his opinion. " ' I  
don· t sco fT at reports that ' li ttlc 
men· have fled from alleged 
crack-ups of flying saucers in Mex­
ico and southern Cali fornia . .. Who 
am I to say that no such men ex­
ist? My mind is always open to 
anything. I haven ·t seen any of the 
tiny men myself. But I have letters 
from persons who have seen them. 
And they- re serious. too."( 65) 

ln the September and 
October 1 950 issues of The 5)teep 
Rock f:'cho. the house organ of a 
major mining corporation. a little 
yam started about a couple who 
sa\\ a flyi ng saucer floating in a 
Canadian lake. On the deck they 
saw .. about ten queer looking little 
figures .. working on a hose that 
was drawing up water, possibly 
extracting something, and dis­
charging it again. The figures were 
3- 1/z to 4 feet talL faceless, and 
dressed in outfits that were shiny 
metallic in  the chest area, but 
darker over the limbs. Most wore 
dark blue caps, but one had a red 
skull cap. Oddly, they moved like 
automatons. The teller said he 
brought a friend to the same spot 
and, at a later date, saw it again. 
They startled the crew and the lit­
tle figures all rushed through 
hatches, save one. The saucer 
abruptly took off with one figure 
still outside. 1t fell off about half  
way across the Bay. This story re­
surfaced in Fate magazine some 
years later and eventually in Frank 
Edwards · Flying Saucer - Serious 
Business. Edwards regarded the 
witnesses as credible and the tale 
as a seminal benchmark case. ln 
his words, "the strange experience 
at Steep Rock Lake was to recur 
many times in the ensuing 

years. "'(66) Subsequently re­
searchers establ ished it was a 
hoax, ful ly confessed by its author 
Gordon Edwards.(67) But not be­
fore a ftmny thing happened. 

Late in the spring of 
1966, William Kiehl sends the 
Lorenzens a letter about a 1 9 1 4 
incident in which he saw little 
men working vigorously on a hose 
from the deck of a flying saucer 
resting in the water of a Canadian 
lake. He observed "the size of the 
heads was large in comparison to 
the diminutive bodies. Kiehl de­
scribed the bodies as 'skinny""(68) 
The Lorenzens note that the inci­
dent bore some similarity to the 
Steep Rock case of July 2. 1 950 . 
They observe that case was previ­
ously recounted in the February 
1952 Fate magazine. Fate was the 
magazine from which Kiehl 
learned about the Lorenzens in­
terest in UFO phenomena. By this 
date they also know Steep Rock 
was a joke. Do they reject Kiehrs 
account'� They see why skeptics 
might be tempted to conclude he 
got his idea from that case, but 
.. The plagiarist generally adheres 
as closely to the original story as 
possible in order to give an air of 
authenticity to his tale. .. Big 
heads and skinny bodies do not 
figure in the original Steep Rock 
yam and the craft is different. The 
Lorcnzcns felt such shenanigans 

arc a headache for researchers, but 
it seems quite straightforward to 
us. I t  is a matter of memory gone 
wrong. Kiehl was 68 at the time of 
the letter. Details get mixed up 
from multiple sources with the 
faceless automatons dropping 
away in favor of a di fferent case: 
probably Dimmick, perhaps others 
we · 1 1  run into later. 

Almost as funny, Betty 
Andreasson, in the 80s, would re­
count an UFO event involving be­
ings taking water from a lake -
"they're working really quick'' -
using some hoses that include a 
green one.(69) Raymond Fowler 
reprints extracts from The 5)teep 
Rock Echo and gushes, "'The simi­
larities between Betty's experience 
and that of the Canadian man and 
wife are striking." The crafts are 
similar. The sizes of the entities 
are simil ar. Their motions are 
similar. There are similar vibrart­
ing sounds and an explosion. The 
colours are simi lar. But Fowler i s  
completely oblivious of the con­
fession by Gordon Edwards(70). 
The deduction is unavoidable. 
This abductee is con fabulating ma-

terial aquired in her reading as part 
of 

The ' l ittle men - general­
ity would be reaffirmed i n  rumors 
throughout the Fifties. Harold T. 
Wilkins repeated a pair of them 
from 1952. Joe Roher of Pikes 
Peak Radio Company, talking at a 
Pueblo, Colorado Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon, alleged ''A 
little man from a saucer is being 
tenderly cared for in the incubator 
room at San Diego, whi le cadavers 
of two saucer pi lots are being dis­
sected by surgeons of the Medical 
Division of the US Army Air 
Force . . . . The l ittle saucer men 
have a smaller bony structure than 
earth men, but the bones are pro­
portionally heavier and their 
stomachs smaller.·' On July 24, 
1 952, he got a letter from a fel low 

describing a meeting with a nice 
reliable fellow who has a pal in  
the Air Force who says the Air  
Force is keeping alive an al ien in  a 
pressure chamber somewhere in 
California. He a little fellow 3 feet 
tall who was the only survivor o f  a 
saucer forced down by radar in the 
Arizona desert in 1950. They are 
showing him pictures and teaching 
him to read and write. Dorothy 
Kilgallen, in a 1954 column, 
would state a British official of 
Cabinet rank told her "we believe 
on the basis of our i nquiries thus 
far, that the saucers are staffed by 
small men - probably under four 
feet tall." Carl Jung, in 1958, 
would also comment on this being 
a general bit of accepted lore: 
"According to the rumour, the oc­
cupants are about three feet high 
and look l ike human beings or, 
conversely, are utterly unlike us. 
Other reports speak of giants 15 
feet high." The giant is obviously 
The Flatwoods Monster.(74) 

Early tales towing the 
little man l ine include an Oxford, 
England account of a bus conduc­
tor, perhaps whimsically, "There is 
flying saucer right over my vehicle 
with lots of l ittle men with ginger 
hair inside having tea." This was 
apparently offered amid a flurry o f  
reports over a parachute training 
balloon broken loose from its 
moorings.(75) 

It also seems to have 
made in-roads i nto eontactee be­
lief George H unt Will i amson of­
fered an early taxonomy of 8 types 
of aliens that i ncludes "The In­
truders" which are described as 
small in stature with strange orien­
tal eyes. Their faces are thin and 
they possess weak bodies. They 
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arc s aid to prey on people and 
project themselves into weak 

earthly bodies. Their wisdom has 
merit, but is material i stic . ( 76) 
Nothing is said of big bald heads, 
but the sense of degenerative na­
ture is reinforced by a plea to 

"Pity them . "  It is very curious to 
sec this in such an early contactee 

work. gi ven their usual ly utopian 
bent. 

Ethereal Aluminum Monkeys 
The J w1e 1 950 Talk o{the Times 
reproduced a pair of photos re­

ceived from Cologne, Germany, 
one of which is a retouched pic­
ture of Dr. E.W. Kay · s  model 
saucer that appeared in the press 
on J anuary 1 1 . 1 950.  The other is 
of two agents holding up a sma l l  

humanoid with proportions 

somewhat l ike a smal l  monkey. 

The caption reads, ''As one si lver 
capsule broke: the first Mars man 

w as captured! Eyewitness G-man, 
McKencrich, from Phoenix (Ari­
zona), reports ' I  was astounded by 

the importance of thi s  great mo­
ment.  For the first time I was see­
ing a being from another world. A t  
the same time I was equal ly 

amazed by the desperation of this 

A lu minum Man. His  body was 
covered with a shiny metal foi l . ·  
The observatory i n  Phoenix, Ari­
zona, presumes that this i s  for pro­
tection from cosmic rays." In the 
October i ssue, they aver they had 
scooped the entire magazine world 
with the picture of "the l i tt le man 

from another world" and their of­

fice was being flooded with re­
quests to get prints, requests it was 
impossible to fi l l .  They also state 

they do not have the names and 

addresses of the people in the pic­
ture. They counter talk of thi s  be­

ing a hoax by emphasizing that 
"there is no material on this planet 
which would even approach the 
type of materia l  that covered the 
body of the l i tt le man, after he had 

been taped up." They speak of it 
as a "little man from Venus" and 
add material from Scully · s 
book . ( 77)  

In the August 25. 1 950 
Point: .\'an Diego Newsweekly. 

Mcadc Layne embel l ishes the 
A luminum Man story of June. The 

picture of the monkey-sized al ien, 
it is al leged, was '"suppressed in 
th is country. Smuggled to Ger­
many they appeared in a Cologne 
newspaper. An associate in that 
city dispatched reproductions to 
Layne.· ·  They show a 2 7-inch 

alwninum man. purportedly cap­
tured after crashing near Mexico 

City last spring. Flak rockets hit a 
disc and 20 silvery capsules fel l  to 
ground. Mc Kenerich is quoted as 
saying. '"I was astounded by the 

importance of this great moment. 
For the fi rst time I w as seeing a 
being from another world. H i s  
body was covered w ith a shi ny 

metal foi l  - presumably protection 

from cosmic rays. The 2 7-inch 

man was no pushover. I t  took S 
men to over po·wer him. according 
to Layne ·s data. Then. exhausted. 

the invader passed out. was put in 
chains and given a stimu lant. ( The 
captors. some think. had taken a 
stimulant too ) The critter put up a 
fruitless fight after coming to. then 

died suddenly - two hours from 

the moment of his l anding. " Layne 
discusses his cosmologicaJ beliefs 
about Etheria being a larger globe 
surrounding us and explains. '"The 
Etherians keep archives on dying 

civ i l izations, such as ours. They 
send out so-called flying saucers 
to reconnoitcr and col lect infor­

mation. "  Etherians can · think · 
saucers into existence. He reminds 
everyone they cal led Gali leo crazy 
in his time. They show a 27-inch 

aluminum man, purportedly cap­
tured after crasrung near Mexico 
City l ast spring. F lak rockets hit a 
ruse and 20 si lvery capsul es fel l  to 
ground. McKenerich is quoted as 

saying, "'I was astounded by the 
importance of this great moment. 
For the first tim e  I was seeing a 
being from another world. His 

body was covered w ith a sruny 

metal foi l  - presumably protection 
from cosmic rays. The 27-inch 

man was no pushover. It took 5 
men to over power him, according 

to Layne ·s data. Then, exhausted, 
the invader passed out, was put in 

chains and given a stimulant. 
(The captors, some think, had 
taken a sti mul ant too) The critter 
put up a frui tless fight after com­

ing to, then died suddenly - two 
hours from the moment of his 
landing.·· Layne discusses his 

cosmological beliefs about Etheria 
being a larger globe surrounding 

us and expl ains. '"The Etherians 
keep archives on dying civi l iza­
tions. such as ours. They send out 
so-called flying saucers to recon­
noiter and col lect information .

.. 

Etherians can ' think · saucers into 
existence. He reminds everyone 
they cal led Gal i leo craLy in his 
time. (78) 

A couple weeks later, 

sti l l  more embel l ishments appear. 
The cover of Point exc laims in 
huge letters '"More 27 inch Men! 

.. 

The Aluminwn Man photo is ac­
companied by a second photo at­
tributed to geologist Da, id Shantz 
in Death V al ley. Th is photo shows 
a number of figures in the distance 

but with too l i ttle definition to 
cYcn tel l  if they arc any di fferent 
in appearance from humans. 
Shantz te l ls  of seeing a saucer 

landing on Apri l 1 7  with '"se\eral 
tiny men frol icking about - less 
than 30 feet away They appeared 
luminous and ghost-like .

.
. One 

figure moves his hands as if warn­

ing him not to take the photo and 
when he does the leader shouted 
orders in a gutturaL high-pitched 

voice which caused the figures to 

race back to the saucer. Checking 
the area later. he saw no foot­
prints. Meade Layne says he re­
cei ved over 2000 reports of sky 

objects after the prior article about 
Etheria and he is convinced the 
operators of these ships have made 

a nwnber of l andings. He also 
talks about Ezek ieL a flying pig 

over Virginia 50 years back. and. 
strangely. flying bananas over Fort 
Worth . I say strangely because the 

obvious humorous al lusion to 

monkey al iens escapes Layne · s 
comment and maybe even his no­
tice. The 2 7-inch men are from 
Etheria, invisible and untouchable. 
Etherians are great godlike crea­

tures 9 to I 0 feet tal l .  They l ive 

200 to 300 years. They reproduce 
l ike hwnans. They can think 
themselves down to 27 inches to 

faci litate maneuverabi l i ty of the 

craft, but they can think them­
selves to the size of 

mountains . (79) 
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Donald Keyhoe felt the Alu­

minum Man was the most outra­
geous of the Scully cluster of 
tales.(80) He seems dubious about 
this guy surviving a crash. The 
monkey-like character of the entity 
seems obviously based on the Ro­
senwald Foundation yam from 
earlier in the year. More recently, 
it has been pointed out by Hans­
Wemer Peiniger of a West Ger­
man UFO group that it was cer­
tainly another April Fool 's prank 
since yam· s author· s names are G. 
Falcht and R. Logen. This is lit­
erally translated as 'forged · and 
·make-believe.· Though the tale 
was not widely repeated. the pho­
tos turned up repeatedly in the 
UFO literature. (82) 

The Edward Watters 
""shaved monkey"' hoax of July 9. 
1 953 may belong to the Rosen­
wald Foundation line of 
influence. (83) More firmly. a line 
burped up in the Herbcrt Schirmer 
hypnotic regression of June 8. 
1 968 stating, ··They looked to be 

shaped more like a monkey than 
us-- can be tied to the Rosenwald 
Foundation yams. The regression 
brought up other material from 
this cluster of tales.(84) Specifi­
cally Schirmer spoke of the aliens 
ha\'ing bases on Venus and ""UFOs 
have been knocked out of the air 
by radar'" which is repeating mate­
rial from the Gcorge T. Koehlcr 
yam of January 1 950. (85) The de­
tail does not seem to fit with the 
drawing Schirmer offered which 
seemed fully human. 

There arc other more 
ambiguous examples around. A 
Spanish case dated to June 1 95 5  
speaks of '·a very strange dwarfish 
being resembling a gorilla. -- It had 
a herculean chest and arms, very 
small legs. and wore plastic cov­
era11s and a hood. (86) An August 
4. 1 968 case from Montreal, Can­
ada speaks of a 3 ft. tall ''monkey 
man,. with long curving arms that 
made a tremendous leap and dis­
appeared. These seem ambiguous. 
as there is no mention of a craft in 
these cases.(87) Also of interest, 
more tangential than directly re­
lated, is Don Worley ·s co11ection 
of two dozen ufo-related encoun­
ters with ape-like, Big foot, and 
Sasquatch entities from the early 
l 970s.(88) They were large, 
clearly reflecting the widespread 
popularity of Bigfoot mythology in 
this period rather than any historic 
link to the Rosenwald yam. Still, 
this retention of a premise of evo­
lutionarily primitive man-apes 

within UFO lore has to be a matter 
of historical notice. 

Reign of the Pygmaliens 

In November and December of 
1 954 , a series of reports from 
Venezuela reached the United 
States telling of sma11 ,  hairy hu­
manoids with glowing eyes and 
prodigious strength. urologists 
were impressed, notably APRO 
and Keyhoe. Jose Alves of Pontal, 
Venezuela secs 3 little dark­
skinned men in skull caps collect­
ing herbs, grass leaves, and river 
water.(90) Lorenzo Florers and 
Jesus Gomez meet four little men 
·who try to drag them into their 
craft. Flores strikes one of them 
with his unloaded shotgun and the 
gun broke apart. They were im­
mensely strong and hairy.(9 l) Je­
sus Paz was set upon by small 
hairy man-like creatures and ren­
dered unconscious. His friends, 
hearing him scream, ran up and 
saw one of them. They took him 
to a hospital where he was treated 
for shock. Hospital authorities 
noted he had long deep scratches 
down his spine as though by a 
wild beast. ( 92) Jose Parra, a disc 
jockey, reported seeing 6 little 
men pull boulders from the side of 
the road and put them into hover­
ing saucer. ( 9 3 )  Gustavo Gonzales 
and Jose Ponce meet small hairy 
men wearing loincloths. They 
scuflle and Gonzalcs "s kni fe 
glances off. Similar little men car­
rying dirt and rocks leap into a 
sphere in the meantime. Temporar­
ily blinding Gonzales with a light 
they climb in as well and rapidly 
take off.(94) 

One may well wonder i f  
the talk o f  hairy men wearing 
loincloths could reflect a delayed 
recurrence of Dimmick's descrip­
tion of pygmy-like humanoids. 
This may merely be accidental 
similarity, for one can also think 
of the Yahoos in Dean Swift's 
Gulliver 's Travels - described as 
hairy, dwarfish scrabbling crea­
tures of unbridled appetites and 
lesser folkloric hairy men that are 
common in mythology. Regardless 
of the signi ficance or lack thereof 
of Dimmick's precedent, Ameri­
can ufologists read a pygmy an­
cestry into these stories. Said 
Keyhoe, 

"The existence of these 
hairy dwarfs was hard for me to 
accept, even though the lturi pyg­
mies of Africa came close to fit­
ting the description. This pygmy 
race, existing in East Africa's Ituri 

forest, was almost unknown until 
it was studied by the Reverend Dr. 
Martin Guisinde, professor of an­
thropology at the Catholic Univer­
sity of America. Father Guisande, 
who for years has studied small­
sized beings in many parts of the 
world, found that the Ituri pygmies 
had clay-yellow bodies covered 
with thick. dark brown hair. Small 
creatures - less than 5 feet high 
and weighing less than 90 pounds 
- these pygmies maneuver through 
the forest as expertly as monkeys, 
swinging from branch to branch. 

''Since the towering 
jungle trees hide the sky at all 
times, the Ituri pygmies live out 
their lives in a dimly lighted 
world. So accustomed are they to 
this semi-darkness that they actu­
ally fear the sunlight. Even i f  they 
dared venture outside the forest. 
their strange eyes, conditioned to 
darkness, would be almost blinded 
by the sun· s glare. 

"As I examined the cu­
rious evidence. something inside 
me fought against acceptance of 
the hairy-dwarf idea. My feeling, I 
realized, was a subconscious 
longing - the same thing which 
John Du Barry and I had discussed 
that night at Larchmont. I knew 
now that 1 hoped the UFO race 
would not be unlike our own . . , 
(95) 

Keyhoe goes on to cite 
that evolution would not favor 
duplication of the human form. He 
notes that a Navy man w ith im­
peccable credentials was advanc­
ing this hairy dwarf business. ''Do 
you think this hairy dwarf business 
could be the answer?" asked Stir­
ling. ''I suppose it  could be, 
Bob . . .  but I hope to heaven these 
stories turn out to be hoaxes." 
They doubted they would 
though.(96) ''Before the Venezue­
lan dwarf reports there had been 
very little similarity between any 
of the 'creature' stories. Most of 
them were such obvious fakes they 
were not even worth considering. 
Some of the Venezuelan reports 
also had a suspicious sound. Yet 
APRO's on-the-scene investigator 
was convinced that the story by 
Gomez and Flores, at least, was 
true. Coral Lorenzen would affirm 
the Jesus Paz hairy dwarf story 
was "one of the first believable 
accounts of contact w ith occupants 
of UFOs." convinced that the story 
by Gomez and Flores, at least, was 
true. Coral Lorenzen would affirm 
the Jesus Paz hairy dwarf story 
was "one of the first believable 
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A VS's female seductress was 

even shorter - about 1 . 35 
meters. H e  describes her as a 

small  figure that reached to the 

h eight of his shoulder. He is 

a b le to give her a violent push 

that sends her reeling back­

wards a bout six feet in the 

in itia l moments of capture . 

accounts of contact w ith occupants 
of U FOs. '-(97)  

Morris K.  Jessup i n  1he 
Fxpanding Case jar the UFO ex­
panded on Kcyhoe ·s  notion. " ' I f  we 
do indeed, have ' l i ttle people· 
with i n  the U FO, as reported by 
observers of v arying responsibi l ity. 
then we may assume that the 
Pygmies, at some remote epoch. 
developed a c iv i l ization which 
discovered the principle of grav i­
tation and put it  to work." This  
first wave of c i v i l ization occurred 
in the time before the Bibl ical 
Flood ruined the earth. C l ark re­
ports that . .  Jessup ·s fantastic no­
tions appear to have com inced no 
one, and his  pygmies as human­
oids hypothesis died with him two 
years later."( 98 ) Thi s  appears to 
forget Otto Binder· s  Flying 5)au­

cers are Watching Us ( 1 968) .  

Binder briefly recounts Jessup ·s  
theory that the original starmen 
were pygmy types and were able 
to i nterbreed with a flourishing 
culture of pygmy humans 20,000 
to 40,000 years ago. The ancestry 
of pygmies themselves purportedly 
was a mystery. Thi s  i n terbreeding 
produced oversized mutants that 
resulted in modem man. Binder 
goes on to talk about other data 
suggesting "anthro-biological ex­
periments of the spacemen i n  thei r  
anc ient brain-breeding program on 
earth . "(99) 

Litt le men encounters 
continued in South America. The 
most i mportant is  surely the V i l l as 
Boas c l assic.  The male abductors 
are determined to be 1 .5 5  meters 
or a l i ttle less. The men grab hold 
of h i m  and drag him to the craft. 
They tal k  i n  a grow ls and grunts. 
The aggressive and animal-l ike 
nature of the interaction recal ls  the 
Venezuelan stories of Flares and 
Gomez. but there are notable d if­
ferences such as A V B · s  abductors 
hav i ng smal l ,  l i ght-colored eyes 
instead of glowing ones. A VB's  
abductors wear space suits while 
the Venezuelans speak of hairy 
dwarfs. The female seductress w as 
even shorter - about 1 . 35 meters. 
He describes her as a smal l  figure 
that reached to the height of his 
shoulder. He i s  able to give her a 
v iolent push that sends her reel ing 
backwards about s ix  feet i n  the 
i n it ial  moments of capture. 

Thi s  point  needs empha­
sis. I t  is a radical d ifference from 
modem Gray methods: ''He was 
asked if he thought that his actions 
could have been carried out under 
his captors · w i l l power or tele-

pathic suggestion.  The answer was 
negat ive. H e  declared to havi ng 
been the master of his  own actions 
and thoughts throughout his ad­
venture. At no time did he feel he 
was being mastered by outside 
power or pressure. · 'A l l  they got 
from me w as by the fist," was his  
only comment. He denied having 
received the sl ightest menta l  in­
fl uence or telepathic  message from 
any one of them."( I 00) Thi s  is so 
unl ike the methods of the Hybrid 
Progran1 i t  borders on bizarre that 
certain ufologi sts th ink the A V B  
case has been made more credible 
by the current ascendance of the 
tl1col)· of The Breeding Program 
among ufo logists l ike Jacobs and 
Hopkins. The female has a nun1bcr 
of features unl ikc standard Grays: 
blonde white hair. big blue eyes, 
ordinary cars. freckled arms, bright 
blood-red armpit hair

. 
well­

developed h ips, large thighs. She 
also growled, gi ving him ''the dis­
agreeable impression of lying with 
an animal . 

.. 
( I 0 I )  She al so had 

high prom i nent cheekbones that 
made the face wide. "'wider than 
that of an l ndio native .

. .  
( I 02 ) The 

0\·crall e ffect is. again. more of a 
primiti ve race than a futuristically 
evolved hun1anoid. 

In 1 966. Coral Lorcnzcn 
notes the l i ttle men phenomenon is  
widespread. They appear in l arge 
numbers in 1 954, confined first to 
Europe and South America. The 
South American l i ttle men fom1 3 
groups: 3 ft. hairy midgets. 4 ft. 
human-appearing creatures, and 5 
ft. average men wi th or without 
space-suits.  The midgets arc 
animal-l ike and gather specimens. 
Lorcnzen remarks. 

--The hairy l ittle men 
may be some type of lower form 
of l i fe such as our anthropoids. 
which are pressed i nto service for 
the purpose of gathering various 
samples of flora and fauna, and 
routine jobs such as gathering min­
eral samples. They certai n ly do not 
react to the presence of humans as 
do their more hum an-appearing 
counter-parts, the ''l ittle men. '' 
Thi s  not a completely unl ikely 
theory - i n  man· s fi rst attempt to 
put a l i vi n g  thing i nto orbit around 
the earth a dog was uti l i zed, and 
later chimpanzees. The ·'dwarves·· 
may even be conscripts from a 
planet within our own solar 
system."( 1 0 3 )  

Though examples o f  
big-headedness appear i n  Loren­
zen ·s  1 966 book, they do not form 
part of the general ization. 

A n  analysis of occupant 
cases restricted to America and the 
period 1 947-65 and publ ished i n  
1 969's The Humanoids had 
Lorenzen stating ' l ittle men · 
"'seem to be one definite cate­
gory. · ·  They clearly dom inate even 
in America, at one point outnum­
bering the average-sized and giant 
cases combined by a ratio of better 
than three to one. Lorenzen does 
not provide entries in the analysis 
for most of the Scu l ly c luster of 
crash-retrieval yarns. Though i t  i s  
clearly stated most researchers re­
ject them. Lorenzcn makes the 
amazing remark. ··subsequent in­
cidents seem to i ndicate Scully 
was either tel l i ng the truth or that 
he was a prophet. 

. .  
The l ittle men 

..  generally answer the description 
given by Sculy. · ·  This i n formation 
is given in an entry on the 1 949 
Death Valley yam. Lorenzcn was 
seemingly impressed by the fact 
that this case predating the Scully 
tales "'has not been exposed as a 
hoax.'· thus seemingly leaving 
open the unsaid possibi l ity that 
Scully was influenced by this  
genuine case. ( I 04 )  Okay, c lass. 
why is this a problem'' H ands. 
That"s right. S i l as Newton ·s mem­
oirs eventually provided proof it 
was a hoax. 

Frank Edwards paral­
leled the Lorcnzcns · perceptions 
by noting in a chapter --who ·s 
Driv ingT of his best-seller that 
. .  most of the reported beings arc 
said to be smal l .  more l ike pyg­
mies or dwarfs than hissing stink­
ing giants·· ( ala Flat woods).(  I 05 ) 
He recounts cases l ike those of the 
Venezuelan flap favored by A PRO 
and argues "'From al l  parts of the 
globe. the descriptions of the al­
leged operators arc remarkably 
uni form. There is  either a world­
·widc conspiracy to lie about these 
things or a great many people. in­
cluding some who have never 
heard of flying saucers have seen 
some very strange creatures of un­
known origin .

. .  
( I 06) TI1i s  argu­

ment is one we · 1 1  meet again .  Ed­
wards nowhere speaks of l arge 
bald heads either as a generality or 
a repeating trait. 

Edwards would distort 
detai ls to preserve this appearance 
of uniformity. He describes the Fa­
ther Gil l  case as involv ing '·smal l 
man like creatures,'· but Gi l l  i ndi­
cated they had '·the out l i ne of 
normal human beings" and no­
where gives a s ize estimate . (  1 07) 
Socorro is  purported by Edwards 
to i nvolve ''two smal l m an- l ike 
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beings dressed in white or si lvery 
coverall type garments" or "'hu­
manoids,'� but Zamora's statement 
reads, "These persons appeared 
normal in shape - but possibly 
they were smal l adults or l arge 
kids." He makes no reference to 
the outfits possibly being si lvery, 
only '·two people in white 
coveralls."( 1 08) Zamora was said 
to have publicly downplayed the 
humanoid aspects of the encounter 
on the advice of an FBI  agent, but 
privately would emphasize the 
figures were "quite a bit shorter'" 
than a nearby bush measured as 5 '  
T tall .  But, even privately_ h e  in­
dicated there was no headgear and 
did nothing to suggest the outfits 
resembled spacesuits . ( l 09) 

Otto Binder, in a 1 974 
article surveying 400 occupant 
cases_ indicated 280_ about 70%_ 
involved beings below average in 
height. There was no consistency. 
Of skin and clothing coloring he 
lists: All black: blue and bearded. 
green skin and hair, sh ining yel low 
eyes. black face, and glowing 
green torso: Dun. l ike potato bags: 
fish-scale skin. legs golden yel low: 
Striped clothing: bright red faces: 
pure white skin. A natomical fea­
tures showed no consi stency ei­
ther. He lists Dwarfs. hairy bodies: 
glowing orange eyes: misshapen 
bald head: no arms: slit mouth, 
nostri l holes: 3-fmgered hands: 
shriveled face. white hair, pump­
kin head: 8-fingered hands: large 
chests: huge heads: furry. clawed 
hands: thin. hooked nose: heads 
like potatoes; one-eyed; elephan­
tine cars: fingerless hands: twisted 
legs. Some walk or run: some 
float: some can vanish. Some are 
vicious; some are shy; some arc 
indi fTerent. ( l l O) Blatantly, Bin­
der's survey undercuts the argu­
ment of Edwards. 

Binder's emphasis on 
diversity in 1 974 is an interesting 
contrast to thoughts expressed in a 
1 97 1  fictional work he penned 
called Night of the Saucer. While 
briefly accepting that a wide vari­
ety of forms v isit do study earth, 
he notes that since 1 950 reports 
have tended to involve "hairy l ittle 
brutes" about 3 and a hal f  feet tall 
with glowing owl eyes, slit 
mouths, and flat noses. They wear 
si lvery suits and helmets. He trots 
out the Venezuelan cases favored 
by A PRO and Keyhoe and cites 
other real cases from the UFO lit­
erature showing a habit of rock 
collection. Out of this, Binder 
concocts a fast-paced adventure in 

which the "hairy humanoids" play 
the vi llains in a scheme to collect 
chips of super-nova fragments 
which wil l  be used to turn the 
Earth into a flying bomb that wil l  
crash into the center of galactic 
government and make it possible 
for them to plunder the galaxy. 
The primitive nature of this UFO 
alien form is repeatedly empha­
sized with talk of them as l ittle 
hairy brutes, horrid hairy brutes, 
ugly dwarfs, sawed-off furry 
dwarfs, and nasty hirsute creatures. 
They have feral faces. make 
beast-like sounds, attack l ike a 
wild animal,  and live in an under­
ground base composed of 
cliff-dwel lings.other real cases 
from the U FO l iterature showing a 
habit of rock collection. Out o f  
this, Binder concocts a fast-paced 
adventure in which the "hairy hu­
manoids

.
, play the vill ains in a 

scheme to col lect chips of super­
nova fragments which wil l  be used 
to turn the Earth into a flying 
bomb that will  crash into the cen­
ter o f  galactic government and 
make it possible for them to plun­
der the galaxy. The primitive na­
ture of this U FO al ien form is re­
peatedly emphasized with talk of 
them as l ittle hairy brutes. horrid 
hairy brutes, ugly dwarfs, sawed­
off furry dwarfs, and nasty hirsute 
creatures. They have feral faces, 
make beast-like sounds, attack l ike 
a wild animal, and l ive in an un­
derground base composed of 
cli ff-dwellings. ( l l l ) 

In 1 975. Albert Lanca­
shire made a bid to being the first 
British abductee when he told 
Jenny Randles of having a series 
of dreams or visions during an Oc­
tober 1 967 wave. They involved 
an entity wearing a surgeon's 
mask who examines him while on 
a bed. H e  sees a woman of orien­
tal appearance in the strange room 
and several ' pygmy men . ' Lanca­
shire backdates the origin of the 
vision to a UFO sighting in 1 942 
when a beam of l ight from a 
glowing l ight caused a floating 
sensation in him. Jenny Randles 
indicates she was able to establish 
Lancashire had told his story a 
decade earlier, in the Sixties. ( l l 2) 
The oriental woman could be in­
spired by the Villas Boas case 
which, by 1 967, was becoming 
well known. The detail of ' pygmy 
men' is clearly consistent with the 
generality discussed in the UFO 
literature of the Sixties. 
In a 1 976 survey of occupant 
cases, lames M. McCampbell 

similarly reports a clear dominance 
of humanoids being diminutive. 6 1  
of 8 1  entity cases with quantitative 
estimates were dwarves. Among 
those with no quantitative esti­
mates, there are another 58 qual i ­
tatively considered dwarves. Add 
them up and there were 1 1 9 dwarf 
cases. The modal v alue was 3 feet. 
He surveys some o f  the correlative 
features found in these reports and 
observes, "Certain aspects of this 
description strongly suggest that 
the race of l ittle people on U FOs 
are pygmies displaying many of 
the typical characteristics of 
achondroplastic dwarfism."( 1 1 3)  
This seems to be the last time that 
anyone would remark on the re­
semblance of ufonauts to pygmies. 
The era of the pygmy aliens -
when the size of the entities· body 
was the sole generality - can, as a 
matter of convenience, be said to 
end here. 

Have you any Grays poupon ? 
We have already pointed out that 
Dimmick's  tale of a tiny visitor 
with a large head and a very small 
body achieved photographic ex­
pression in a German Apri l Fool 's 
prank a few days after its incep­
tion in 1 950. There seems little 
cause to doubt the Dimmick case 
was known throughout Europe due 
to international news services. 
How the tale was presented in 
France is a matter we can only 
hope researchers wil l  take up and 
fill in some day, but it does not 
seem an unreasonable assertion to 
think people in French news 
agencies were aware of it. 

[ will  confess some res­
ervations about commenting on 
some early French cases. A case in 
Vallee's  Magonia catalogue places 
1 . 5 meter men with oversized 

heads near T onnere, F ranee as 
early as September 4, 1 953.  The 
5-meter long craft spread wings 
that made it look l ike a 
butterfly. ( 1 14)  This would be the 
earliest gray-l ike being in France i f  
i t  is not a backdated tale, a com­
mon threat. We also see there an 
August 23, 1 954 case wherein 
Elise Blanc saw two small  beings 
in silvery dress, grunting like 
pigs. ( l l 5) No comment. 

It is when France had its 
Great Martian Panic i n  September 
1 954 that things get really inter­
esting, for that is when the Marius 
DeWilde encounter pops into the 
picture. In his notorious analysis 
of the 1 954 French wave, Aime 
M ichel devotes three and a half 
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The DeWilde case of 

1 954 had a more human 

morphology than the 

media stated. These 

sketches more accurately 

portray what the witness 

reportedly saw. 

pages to the DeWi lde case. Some 
detai ls  there of interest include the 

beings located on what was cal led 
the 'smugglers path . · He denies 
this had anything to do with 
smugglers. "The beam of my l ight 
caught a reflection from glass or 
metal where the face should have 
been. I had the distinct impression 
that his head was enclosed in a 
diver's helmet. In fact. both crea­
tures were dressed in one-piece 
outfits l ike the suits that divers 
wear. They were very short. 
probably less than three and a hal f 
feet tal l ,  but very wide in the 
shoulders, and the helmets protect­
ing the heads looked enormous. I 
could sec their legs. smal l  in pro­
portion to their height. it seemed 
to me, but on the other I couldn 't 
see any arms. I don't know 
whether they had any." 

Shortly after, he is 
blinded by a powerful l ight l ike a 
magnesium flare coming from a 
dark mass sitting on the rai lroad 
tracks. He is paralyzed. He shortly 
recovers and sees the dark mass 
rise from the tracks. ""A thick dark 
steam was coming out of the bot­
tom with a low whistl ing sound '' 
It gained altitude then turned cast 
towards Azn in .  A helicopter seems 
unl ikely due to telegraph wires. 
This  would presumably also argue 
against a bal loon, but that talk of 
steam is pretty curious . 

The story was w idely 
disseminated. One newspaper, 
speaking of George Pal 's War of 
the Worlds film then playing 
nearby wrote, "Marius DeWilde 
saw a big head protected by some 
kind of glass helmet." In the Paris 
paper Soir, it was rendered, ··Both 
were little beings with enormous 
heads."( l 1 6)  DcWilde would later 
deny this and was quoted as say­
ing, "on the contrary to what some 
of your col leagues have written, 
they did not have a big 
head."( ! 1 7) Jacques Bonabot's 

""Dossier Quarouble 1 954" in­
cludes a drawi ng by DeWilde and 
it does not seem much di fferent 
from a normal teen wearing a mo­
torcycle helmet.( 1 1 8) It seems 

probably sign i ficant that we don' t  
find any detail proving the figures 
were related to the dark mass, i . e  
they were not seen entering or 

leaving it .  The story seems poten­
tial ly resolvable down to mundane 
happenings given oversigni ficance 
by the presence of an unusual 

bright l ight. There has been talk of 
physical effects on the nearby 
railway tracks, but drawings in 

Bonabot' s  research file show a 
pattern strongly suggestive of them 
having been created in the manu­
facture of the wooden ties. 

The distortion of the re­
port by the papers seems to prove 
preconceptions of al iens as big­
headed were already in place. The 
Dimmick case seems one l ikely 
source. Some cultural groundwork 
was also provided by science fic­
tion . lt is known there was a sud­
den in flux of Engl ish translated SF 
books, mostly from the U.S . ,  into 
the French marketplace in the 
postwar 1 950s. ( 1 1 9 )  

Other cases in the 1 954 
Wave clearly owe their existence 
to the media dissemination of the 
DeWilde case. On October 9_ 
1 954, In M unster, Germany, a 
mov ie projectionist named Franz 
Hoge reported watching a saucer 
land in a field. Hoge discovered a 
cigar-shaped machine hovering 6 
feet above the ground, giving off a 

bri l l iant blue radiance. Just after 
this he sighted 4 small - 3 and I 12 
foot tall - peculiarly shaped crea­
tures with '"thick-set bodies, over­
sized head, and del icate legs·· and 
wore rubberl ike clothing.-'( 1 20) It 
is notable that this case got back 
to the States via The International 
News Service ( IN S )  and prompted 
Keyhoe to worry that it al lowed 
people to ridicu le more important 
reports. (  1 2 1 )  

Also notable was a case 
from Borrasole near Toulouse. 
France on October 1 3, 1 954.  M .  
Olivier ( a  former pi lot), M .  Perano 
and a third witness encounter a 
ufonaut 1 . 20 meters tal l wearing a 
diving suit .  ·"H is  head was large 
with respect to the rest of his 
body, and he had enormous eyes. 
The suit was bright and shiny like 
glass. The craft was surrounded by 
a glow. One man paralyzed on 
approach. The craft took off 
quickly throwing him to the 
ground. ( I  22) A photo of a chalk 
outl ine of the Toulouse Martian 
drawn on barn by Francois Panero 
(left) and Jean Olivier appeared in 
November I ,  1 954 Life magazine 
with caption reading '"Dumpy l ittle 
space man they saw land in lumi­
nous sphere on basketball court 
near Toulouse . "  

Next month, L i fe also 
took note of some later cases 
coming out of I taly ."Out of these 
conveyances stepped l i ttle men of 
many colors, mostly pleasing pas­
tels ." They also cite the chameleon 
zebra case and also mention '"a 
l i ttle whiskered man in fur coat 

and orange corset.'' Two photos 
show men with hands set about a 
yard above the ground. The cap­
tion reads ""M artian Men 's Height 
is shown by two bakers. Pierre 
Lucas (left) of Loctudy was going 
to a wel l when. he said. orange 
bal l fell from the sky. Suddenly a 
small bearded figure with one eye 
in middle of forehead tapped him 
on shoulder. Serge Pochet (right) 
of Marcoing was approached by 
two small shadows."(l 23 ) It 
probably helped in reinforcing the 
image of al iens as small ish in the 
States. 

In 1 966, Jacques 
Yallee · s Chal lenge to Science hit 

the scene in the United States. 
Yal lee · s work is clearly skewed by 
his immersion in material from the 
1 954 Wave. He gives an important 
assessment that brings forward 
important defining traits of the 
Gray alien He gives an important 
assessment that brings forward 

important defining traits of the 
Gray alien : 

·"( Space brother) ac­
counts should be definitely sepa­
rated from reports made by psy­
chologically stable and genuinely 
puzzled citizens. What the wit­
nesses of this latter group describe 
is very different from the ·space 
brother' image. The typical ·visi­
tor' of these reports is a man of 
small  stature. dressed in shiny 
clothing or in an ordinary one­
piece suit. The suit may hide his 
head: if the face is described, i t  is 
generally described as larger than 
the human head, with l arge pro­
truding eyes. Some of the reports 
insi st that the dwarfs have hair on 
their faces. and sometimes all over 
their bodies. either their own or 
dark fur c lothing. ( 1 24) 

Thi s is i mportant i n  of­
fering an early i ncentive to believ­
ing and bringing forward accounts 
of bigheaded, big-eyed al iens of 
small stature. You wil l  be j udged 
more stable than contactees. 
The following year. the Lorenzens 
add a sentence to their thoughts 
about ufonauts that show fresh 
awareness of Val lee's v iewpoint. 
""Features which have been re­
peatedly described have been large 
eyes and large craniums and small 
stature . ''( 1 25 )  

This  is a modification 
from their earlier work in which 
they recounted one or two cases of 
bigheaded saucer occupants - V a­
lensole( I 26) - but did not notice 
their repetitive character. ( J 27) ln 
what is generally regarded as his 
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opus. The UFO Experience ( 1974), One of the new details was that 
J. Alien Hynek would follow the head was naked, whereas pre-
Vallee and Lorenzen and note the vious cases had heads encased like 
repetitive character of certain traits 
later ascribed to Grays: "Large 
heads. spindly feet. and, generally 
a head that sits squat on the 
shoulders without much evidence 
of neck are often described.''( 128) 
This is not yet regarded as the 
general form. That detail about the 
absence of a neck will become 
much more interesting later in this 
history. Binder noticed the pres­
ence of big heads in his survey. 
but did not comment of their being 
a generality. 

In a 1975 UFO docu­
mentary. The Force Beyond. there 
is a life-size doll alien that is al­
leged to be a computer composite 
of entity reports. The face is un­
usually large. The cranium. though 
bald. is undistincti ve and almost 
on the small side. The eyes are 
r�ddish. tear-drop shaped. glass­
like. There is a conspicuous nasal 
structure above visible nose holes. 
The car region is quite oddly done. 
clearly inhuman. but not elf-like. 
either. They arc like wedges 
moldcd upon the side of the head. 
The mouth is unusually long, 
though properly line-like. The 
shape of the face is overly round. 
It is definitely not yet a Gray. 
When MacCampbcll offered his 
analysis of ufonauts he would also 
notice that big heads appeared re­
peatedly. but he. too. offered no 
numbers or comments such as to 
suggest they were the general 
form. 

The 1965 Valensole, 
France case was presumably an 
important event in reinforcing 
V allec · s generality for European 
ufologists. On July I, 1965, M. 
Maurice Masse, 4 1-ycar-old lav­
ender grower sees 4 feet tall hu­
manoids with pumpkin-like heads, 
high fleshy cheeks, large eyes 
which slanted away, mouths with­
out lips, and very pointed chins. 
One points a pencil-like object at 
him and he stops in his tracks. In a 
later interview he indicates there is 
a mental relationship between men 
and these beings, but it is "a felt 
relationship," akin to a religious 
concept. 

In a 197 1 article for 
Horizonte, Aime Michel indicates 
Masse's descriptions have re­
mained consistent across investi­
gations. Of twenty-one details of 
the head of the Martian given, 19 
appeared in previous cases. Two 
details had never been seen before. 

a cosmonaut. This leads Michel to 
remark they must now have 
adapted to our atmosphere and its 
pressure in some manner or other. 
A good dozen American cases 
subsequently corroborate the new 
detail. Though he obviously means 
to impress people by saying he 
works with more than 18,000 
cases including hundreds that have 
details consistent \vith Valensole, 
this casts a shadow in the wrong 
direction for critics. Given so 
many cases to work with. match­
ing some details would have to be 
inevitable. even if imagination was 
a purely random process. which 
obviously it isn·t. Worse. it is hard 
to gauge their significance since 
Michel laments he cannot provide 
the details of this analysis. We are 
given neither the cases that 
matched nor even the details of 
what matched ! ( l29) What is the 
most striking incongruity is the 
presence of alien feelings in con­
tradiction to both earlier SF and 
later ufolore that emphasizes lack 
of feelings in Grays. Michel would 
elsewhere team up with Charles 
Bowen of Flying Saucer Review to 
offer the opinion, "We consider 
the Valcnsole Affair to be one of 
the most important cases in the 
history of the subject.'"( l30)  

On February 1 1 , 1967, 
Vyachcslav Zaitscv reports a talc 
in Soviet Weekly of granite 
gramophone discs discovered by 
Chinese scientists in 1938 in a 
high mountain cave. Aliens 
crashed 12.000 years earlier and 
clashed with the natives. Chinese 
legends indicate a pair of debased 
local tribes represents survivors. 
The Ham and Dropa arc described 
as '"fraiL stunted men.'· They are 
small, ugly, bigheaded, spindly­
legged, yellow-skinned, but defY 
ethnic classification. Gordon 
Creighton points out that Ham and 
Dropa are probably variations on 
the words Kham and Drok-pa, 
which refer to Tibetan people. 
However the Kham are great 
strapping, barrel-chested experts in 
martial arts who make impressive 
soldiers. The Drok-pa are Tibetan 
highlanders. Creighton dismisses 
the tale as fantasy. The tale had a 
measure of popularity among an­
cient astronaut buffs. Most impor­
tantly it appeared in Erich von 
Daniken's writings.( l 3 1 )  

There were other cases 
of relevance emerging in this pe-

riod, such as the Agentina case of 
Villegas & Peccinetti. On Sep­
tember I ,  1 968, Juan Carlos Pec­
cinetti and Femando Jose Villegas 
of Mendoza, Argentina are para­
lyzed by three beings. They are 1 .5 
meters tall and seem to be of hu­
man shape but had hairless heads 
that were '·strikingly" larger than 
normal. Their movements were 
gentle and quiet. They tell them, 
··oo not fear. Do not fear." They­
· ve made three trips around the 
sun, studying customs and lan­
guages. Mathematics is the uni­
versal language. ""The sun benignly 
nurtures the system; were it not so 
the solar system would not exist. 
They trace inscriptions onto their 
vintage car. They show them a 
circular tv set showing images 
demonstrating the lesson of nu­
clear war. The case was quite well 
known in South America and 
Spain. A. Agostonelli considers 
the case a hoax.( l32) 

By January 1 973, Span­
ish ufologist Antonio Ribera 
writes in correspondence to a fel­
low ufologist, ··we can already talk 
about the classic humanoid: the 
humanoid with big eyes and a big 
head."( 133 )  Among American 
ufologists, this elevation to classic 
status would take a little longer to 
emerge. That. however, is another 
story. He adds that he feels the 
great diversity of ufonaut descrip­
tions can probably all be reduced 
to three or fundamental types with 
the differences being dismissed as 
due to the personal equation, i.e. 
differences like those seen among 
witnesses to an auto accident . ( l34) 

On January 7, 1974 a 
man known only as Monsieur X 
drives from Comines to W ameton 
on the Franco-Belgian border in 
his Ami 6 and sees 2 entities in 
suits with rings around the torso 
and cube-shaped helmets with a 
glass window in front. The shape 
of the head is an inverted pear. It 
has two perfectly round eyes like 
marbles. The nose was small. The 
mouth was a horizontal slit with 
no evident lips. There was a soft 
light in the helmet that allowed 
Mr. X to see details. The color is a 
uniform grey. At one point the 
aliens turn their heads in perfect 
synchrony, a seeming echo of the 
Hill case (Bamey: "Because eve­
rybody moved - everybody was 
standing there looking at 
me.")( 135) The height of one was 
about 4' 8" to 5 · .  The build was 
somewhat athletic with broad 
shoulders and narrow hips. He 
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1 976, pp. 200-1 , 342-7; a lso Flying Saucer 

Review, v. 20, #5 1 974 a nd reprinted in 
Bowen, Charles, ed. , Encounter Cases from 
Flying Saucer Review Signet, 1 977, pp. 
1 1 6-24. The drawing can be briefly seen in 

the 1 975 documentary The Force Beyond. 
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sees them again 5 months 
later. ( l 36) Thi s  case achieved 
enough minor notoriety for the 
drawings to reach the United 
States.  The head shape displays 
some interesting similarities to the 
later Moody & Walton aliens, but 
the fact that they are enclosed in 
helmets is an interesting disparity 
that reflects a common presump­
tion of this decade that aliens 
should wear space suits. ( l 37) 
Needless to add, one wonders why 
these Grays are wearing helmets 
given that guess by M ichel that 
Valensole showed they had 
adapted to our atmosphere almost 
a decade before W arneton. 

In 1 979, Eric Zurcher 
tried to find some order among 
1 42 entity cases catalogued in 
France, but ended up with a con-

fusing typology consisting of 8 
mai n  groups, but 1 6  sub-groups. 
The biggest group were ufonauts 
of small size. Subgroups A and B 
seem to collect primiti ves. The A 
type can 't  be communicated with 
and makes growling sounds or 
pierc ing cries. They sometimes run 

away, but can be aggressive. They 
paralyze people with a tube. They 
seem to wear uni forms of various 
dark colors and berets or similar 
head covering. The skin has a 
clear calor. There were 33 cases. 
The B group has bald heads that 
are slightly large. The eyes are 

bigger than normal. However they 
have pointed noses and chins. A 
beard was noted on one. The skin 
is brown and wrinkled. They are 
also passive-aggressive: running 
way or using paralyzing tubes. 
One case demonstrated an able 
ability to speak something that re­
sembled German. There were 5 
cases. The C group comes closest 
to our idea of Grays. The skull i s  
completely hypertrophied in rela­
tion to the body. It is bald. It has a 
flattened nose and an atrophied 
chin . The shoulders are wide.  
Zurcher says the skin is very white 
in thi s  group. There is a hole in 
the place of the mouth - an unex­
pected echo of Wel ls's Martians 
in War of the Worlds. While they 
communicate with inarticulate 
growls among themselves, one 

case reported such an entity spoke 
in French and ordered him to turn 
back. They otherwise behave like 
both A & B groups. Depending on 
how to treat cases in the Valensole 
region, there are either 6 or 9 of 
these cases. One notable confusion 
is that Zurcher treats al l aliens 
with diving helmets covering their 
heads in a separate group, even 
when they are small . ( l 38) 

One rather striking fea­
ture to thi s  taxonomy is the ab­
sence of certain generali ti es of the 
modem Grays. Beyond the prob­
lem of no gray skin, there is no 

talk of large al l-black eyes or long 
necks. Why does the French ver­
sion have a mouth hole instead of 
a sl it  mouth? growling sounds or 
piercing cries. They sometimes 
run away, but can be aggressive. 
They paralyze people with a tube. 
They seem to wear uni forms of 
various dark colors and berets or 
similar head covering. The skin 
has a clear calor. There were 33 
cases. The B group has bald 
heads that are slightly large. The 
eyes are bigger than normal . 
However they have pointed noses 
and chins. A beard was noted on 
one. The skin is brown and wrin­
kled. They are also passive­
aggressive : running way or usmg 
paralyzing tubes. One case dem­
onstrated an able abi lity to speak 
something that resembled German. 

There were 5 cases. The C group 
comes closest to our idea of 
Grays. The skull is completely 
hypertrophied in relation to the 
body. It is bald. It has a flat­
tened nose and an atrophied chin. 
The shoulders are wide. Zurcher 
says the skin is very white in this 
group. There is a hole in the 
place of the mouth - an unex­
pected echo of Wells's Martians 
in War of the Worlds. While 
they communicate with inarticu­
late growls among themselves, 
one case reported such an entity 
spoke in French and ordered him 
to turn back. They otherwise 
behave l ike both A & B groups. 
Depending on how to treat cases 
in the Valensolc region, there arc 
either 6 or 9 of these cases. One 
notable confusion is that Zurcher 
treats all aliens with diving hel­
mets covering their heads in a 
separate group, even when they 
arc small .  One rather strik ing 
feature to this taxonomy is the 
absence of certain generalities of 
the modem Grays. Beyond the 
problem of no gray skin, there is 
no talk of large all-black eyes or 

long necks. Why does the French 
version have a mouth hole instead 
of a slit mouth? 

Pro-Choice 
Let's stop here and digest what 
we've found out. One, the aliens 
of the saucer era are biased to 
smaller-than-human sizes. The 
al iens in the airship era were bi­
ased to larger-than-human size. 
There were no good examples of 
Grays, reptoids, insectoids, or ro­
bots in the Airship era. None of 
the beings wore space suits or div-
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i ng suits either. A fter 1 94 7, these 
dominate and this fol lows a period 
in which science fiction dealt w i th 
these ideas repeatedly. If this is 
not a cultural matter, we shal l 
have to ask ourselves i f  the airship 
a l iens were supplanted by a di f­
ferent mix of al iens. This should 
trouble those folks who combine 
the premise that consistency of 
form nlidates the ETH with the 
premise that al iens ha,·c been with 
us throughout history . 

Two :  we should note 
that i magery roughly consi stent 
w ith the idea of the Grays appears 
earl� _ but in c i rcumstances that arc 
fairly embarrassing. The 1 94 7 ma­
terial is unpromising i f  one hopes 
that it con forms in all ways to 
current ideas about the Grays. The 
Dimmick case stimulated a photo 
that seemed promising to later 
ufologists tmawarc it was a con­
fessed Apri l Foo l ' s  prank. One 
tempting inference is that it shows 
how widely ani l ab le the Wclls ian 
future-man S F  cl iche sti l l  was in 
1 950. U fologists have been quick 
to dismiss the e lements of Gray 
mythology in early SF as merely 
coinc idental stufT inev itable in a 
huge body of S F  artistry. Yet this  
photo presents an interesting chal­
lenge. If these ideas of the Grays 
had no spec ial cul tural sign ifi ­
cance. why did the hoaxers choose 
this particular form'} lsn ·t the 

l i ke!� answer. given \\ hat \\< e sa\\ 
in part 2. that the hoaxers felt i t  
w as so famil iar that most of the 

potential audience would accept 
the form as alien? Ponder also that 
th is Gray happens to appear in  the 
earl iest occupant photo hoax on 
record. If bald, bigheaded human ­
oids \verc merely one form among 
dozens. why does i t  emerge i n  
U F O  hoaxing so quickly? 

Three: Gray imagery. 
though i t  appears early. does not 
dom in ate in this period. The first 
accepted generality \vas the for­
mula that alien humanoids arc l i t­
tle and pygmy-l ike. Detai ls  in  
these early cases tend to be spare 
and contradictory. Foreign cases 
seemed especially l ikely to fol low 
material in  the most w idely dis­
seminated case of the period. the 
Dimmick yam. The big-headed. 
small -bodied humanoid takes root 
first in France and the acceptance 
of the form by French ufologist 
Jac ques Vallec regai ns the form a 
foothold when he comes to Amer­
ica. Actually. it should be con­
fessed that that it had not been to­
tal l y  banished.  There was that 
con fusi ng SaLt:burg c ase ( Should 
one treat it as a 1 95 I case or 
1 95 7'} A ustrian or C anadian? 
Near-Gray - as i n  Spacecraft from 
Beyond Three Dimensions - or 
sl ightly Gray as i n  the in itial ac­
counts'n( 1 3 9): Edmund Rucker·s 
El Cajun.  Cal i fornia encounter 
with 4 philanthropic creatures with 
bulging eyes and domed foreheads 
mentioned in the July 1 958 issue 
of Flying ,\'aucers( 1 40): A l fred 
Home· s 1 962 letter to W aiter 

25 YEARS AGO 
The main article in M U FO B  new 
series 5 (winter 1 976/77) was by 
Ron Wcstrum. ' K nowing A bout 
U FOs ·. This was a fairly straight 
sociological examination of the 
way that knowledge of the U FO 
phenomenon is dissem inated 
throughout society, and the way i n  
which various official  and semi ­
official agencies act a s  i ntermedi­
ates in this process. A long and 
serious article, i t  continued in is­
sue 6. 

Roger S andell brought 
Bigfoot and Nessie i nto the 
psychosoci al fold in an artic le, 
'The Monster as Metaphor' which 
is  now available to read on the 
Magonia website (c l ick on ' Ar­
chives·, them ' Seventies' ) 

Wcbb talk ing of a 1 956 encounter 
with a wrinkly green dwarf h av i ng 
a high-domed head. nose holes, 
but also bloodhound cars, and 
fi lmy snake-l ike eyes( 1 4 1  ): and 
the 1 965 s ighting by E l len & 
Laura Ryerson of a trio of 5 · 
Tcreatures with white-domed 
heads and protruding eyes i n  a 
bean field near Renton, 
Washington . (  1 42 )  These obscuri ­
ties had l i tt le sign i fi cance, beyond 
being more evidence that the c l i­
che was not dead. Neither Keyhoe 
nor the Lorenzcns evidently spoke 
of these c ases in their books. 

Four: some were seeing 
the repeti tive n ature of bald. b ig­
headed ufonauts as early as the 
m id-S ixties and J ac ques Vallce. in 
a major book. was i ndicating an 
anal�tic preference for people who 
saw them over against the 
contactccs. The Kham and Drok­
pa yam of 1 967 is another s ign 
that elemen ts o f  future Gray my­
thology were recognized by 
hoaxers as a good plausible form 
for an alien in this  period. If  the 
Gray form is  ·jus( one among 
dozens of possibi l ities, why did 
they choose this  form - again '} 

We have ranged v i rtually 
al l  over the world fol lowing the 
twisting trai l of the Grays and we 
seem almost in sight of the Gray· s 
ascendance. Annoyi ngly, however, 
we are goi ng to have to backtrack 
to pick up some guys that weren ·t 
hiding in  the j ungle of U FO my­
thology 

End of an era in the 
book review pages, where john 
H arney reviewed the last of Arthur 
Shuttlewood 's  books, the Flying 
Saucerers (65 p . ,  paperback ! ) . 
F i nding a perfect example of the 
author's purple prose, he con­
cluded it was an improvement on 
Shuttlewood ·s previous title, as it 
did not actually give the reader a 
headache. 

John H arney was back i n  
issue N S6, with a n  artic le defend­
ing the idea of the humanoid as a 
tem pi ate for extraterrestrial l i fe, 
arguing that something l ike the 
human form w as probably the best 
design for any creatures capable of 
extraterrestri al travel. 

The second part of Ron 

Kottmeyer, Martin "Diving to Earth" Magonia 

Monthly Supplement #26, April 2000, pp. 
1 -3.  

Eric Zurcher Les Apparitions d'Huma­
no"ldes Editions Alain Lefeuver, 1 979, pp. 

32-7. 

Peter Rogerson "Notes Toward a Revi­
sionist History of Abductions, Part 1 - Fairy­
land's Hunters" Magonia #46, June 1 993, p. 
6. 

Ufolore, p .  1 91 citing M U FOB n.s. # 1 2  

a n d  Flying Saucers magazine July 1 958 
INTCAT # 661 . 
August 13 ,  1 965: Brad Steiger The Flying 

Saucer Menace Universal Publishing, 1 967 
in 64pp . magazine format, p. 31 archived on 

Rense .com website. Immediately after this 
paragraph ,  Steiger gives a few lines to the 
Maurice Masse case on p. 32 perhaps 
thinking their similarity is obvious. 

Westrum ·s article was accompa­
nied by an article by W i l ly Smith 
describing a schematic chart of 
ufology. Looking l ike one of those 
flow-charts that get shown on 
overhead projections at Dilbcrt­
style business-meetings, it took a 
great deal of hard work with the 
rub-down Letrasct - to what ulti­
mate aim I 'm not entirely sure. 

Through these two i s­
sues, INTCAT continued i ts 
monumental compi lation of al l  
known close-encounter cases. By 
now it had reached July 1 95 5 .  One 
of the cases recorded was the i n­
famous Monza ( Italy) c lose en­
counter case where up to 1 50 
people saw a landed flying saucer 
with smal l  figures walking around 
it. Of course, on c loser re­
examination we find that there 
were not 1 50 people there, but that 
has not stopped the c l ai m  being 
made repeatedly s ince. 
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The Pel ican notes. w i th i l l ­
concealed glee, that A merica's 
ETH ufologists have recently be­
come more agitated and paranoid 
than usual,  having become aware 
of an insidious threat to their no­
ble cause. 

A fi lm based on Joh n  
Keel 's  book The Mothman 
Prophecies has just been released 
and this has naturaJly drawn atten­
tion to h i s  writings, and the con­
tempt he has expressed for the 
good old American nuts-and-bolts 
ETH . It  was Keel ' s  book Opera­
lion Trojan Horse, together with 
Vallce ' s  Pas!,port to Magonia, 

which was one of the chief inspi­
rations for the development of the 
psychosoci al hypothesis ( PS H ). Of 
course, neither author intended 
this, but some readers found these 
books useful as a basis for devel­
oping it .  

Why, you might ask, 
should they be bothered by this? 
Where i s  the threat? Well, i t"s  all  
rather complicated of course, but 
The Pel ican ·wi l l  attempt to eluc i ­
date. 

There are three distinct 
approaches to interpreting U F O  
reports a n d  UFO lore, which are: 

1 .  The extraterrestrial 
hypothesi s ( ETH),  which considers 
that some U F O  sightings consti­
tute evidence of vis i tation by be­
ings from other plan ets. 

2.  The P S  H ,  which re­
gards the U F O  as a modem myth, 
maintained by the subj ective ex­
periences of individuals and their  
social  interaction with one another. 

3.  The notion of the 

El pelicano es fuerte en 
. . sus apreczaczones, pero 

muy razonable. 
UFO a s  essentially a n  occult phe­
nomenon, which cannot be ex­
plai ned or described using con­
ventional scientific methods. 

Approach No. 3 is  not 
taken very seriously by supporters 
of the ETH or the P S H .  For sup­
porters of the P S H ,  it con fim1s 
their v iew of the U F O  as essen­
tial ly subj ective.  rather than some 
real physi c al phenomenon --out 
there". Bel ievers in the ETH sec it 
as a serious obstacle to their  
claims being taken seriously by the 
scienti fi c  community.  This is be­
cause it is very popular. and helps 
to contribute to the c ircus- l ike at­
mosphere of many UFO con fer­
ences, and the crazy and i ncoher­
ent ideas expressed in  many UFO 
journal s, some of which started 
out with the good intention of pre­
senting the ev idence and argu­
ments in a rationaL objective man­
ner. 

Popular occultism and 
pseudosc icnce have been the ru­
ination of many wcl l-intcntioncd 
UFO organ isations hav i ng a pol icy 
of membershi p  open to all who arc 
wi l l ing to pay the subscriptions. 
Sooner or later they arc taken over 
by cranky and credulous people. 
One has only to look at BU FORA 
in Britai n, or M UFON in the 
USA. for examples. 

Where does J ohn Keel 
come i n  to this, you m ight ask. 
The answer is that Keel exposed 
the essential  weakness of the ETH 
by drawing attention to the fact 
that U FO w i tnesses did not simply 
describe see i ng strange craft or 
strange l ights i n  the sky: he pub­
l ished the strange stories which the 
witnesses told h im about v isi ts 
from the Men i n  B l ack, and their 
incredibly odd behaviour, and al l 
m an ner of other implausible de­
tails. 

Most of the ETH enthu­
si asts carefully edit these i ncon­
venient details out of the i r  reports, 
no doubt i n  order to give them an 
aura of sc ienti fic respectabi l i ty .  
They attempt to discount Keel ' s  
fi nd ings b y  accusing h i m  of being 
thoroughly unsc ient ific and i rra­
tional . A good example of this i s  

the fol lowing paragraph from a 
recent posting on U FO UpDates 
by Jeromc Clark : 

''l f you th ink demons are 
responsible for UFO and other 
anomalous phenomena. or that this 
is  at least a respectable. arguable 
hypothesis. then John Keel is your 
man .  If you thi nk science and rea­
son arc more l ikely than demonol­
ogy to get to the bottom of the 
mystery someday. then Keel is j ust 
another of the colorful eccentrics -
maybe. v ery roughly speaking. a 

kind of lattcrday Gcorge Hunt Wil­
l iamson - who have wandered 
through saucer culture over the 
decades.--

Of course. th is  i s  the 
impression of Keel you wi l l  get i f  
you take h i s  writi ngs literally. 

ETH ufologists arc very fond of 
taki ng things l i teral ly. especially i f  
they arc the th ings they want to 
hear. They do not want people to 
ignore Kcers rather incoherent. 
but admittedly entertaining. occult 
speculations and concentrate on 
his accounts of the stories told to 
him by UFO w i tnesses. Thi s  is 
because other investigators have 
been told very s imilar stories and. 
un l ike certain ETH ufologists. they 
have not suppressed them because 
they do not fit in w i th the notion 
of nuts-and-bolts alien spacecraft. 
Jenny Randlcs, for example, was 
told many simi l ar stories when 
gathering material for a book 
about the Men in Black. 

The ETH crowd, though. 
insist that we should ignore the 
subj ective stuff and concentrate on 
physical evidence and multi­
witness sightings. Yet when they 
arc asked for speci fic detai ls of 
such cases which seem to strongly 
support the ETH they get very 
cagey. They admit  that most UFO 
reports are capable of other expla­
nations, and that some of them arc 
i l lusions or hoaxes. So what are 
these genuine reports they get so 
excited about? 

If anyone mentions 
Roswell ,  The Pel ic an wi l l  descend 
on h im from a great height ! 
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Cu rtis Sutherly. UFO Mysteries: 
a reporter seeks the truth. Llewel­

lyn, 2001 . $1 2.95. 
This is a short history of ufology, 
with particular refer­
ence to cases the 
author investigated in 

person. First-hand re­
search is too infre­
quently published and 
hence always wel­
come, though part of 
the material is re­
worked from his 1 996 
book Strange Encoun­
ters. Sutherly was 

originally inspired by John Keel, 
so there is quite a bit about cattle 

mutilations, phantom helicopters 
and Men in Black. Some of the 
latter give the impression of hav­

ing been simple lunatics rather 
than government agencies or 
paraphysical entities. 

Most UFO books are 

intended to promote one simple 
theory, anything from "they come 
from the Pleiades" to "mirages of 
stars". Usually the author displays 
an awareness that not everyone is 

going to agree, and so devotes 
several tedious pages to ridiculing 
all other points of view. It is  a re­
lief that Sutherly does not do this, 
but concludes that we do not know 
the truth about what causes the 
UFO phenomenon, though this 
approach is  probably less com­
mercial .  

H e  has however made 
up his mind that a spaceship did 
not crash at Roswell, from which 

it follows that the MJ 1 2  docu­
ments are a hoax. Yet, he asks: 

" . . .  who stands to gain? 
How about members of the coun­
terintelligence community? Foster­

ing this sort of belief makes an 
excellent cover for covert types� 
they can perform all sorts of un­
scrupulous activity - abductions 
and experimentation, for example 

- and with hypnosis and drugs and 
radio-implant technology pass it 
ofT as actions of meddling, supe­
rior, unstoppable alien beings."  

One might think that the 
people with most to gain by such 
fakes were those people who were 

Read more book 
reviews on the 

Magonia website: 

w w w .  magonia.demon. eo. uk 
able to write bestsell ing books on 
the basis if them, plus perhaps the 
Roswell tourist board. Yet, in 
America, even sceptical ufology 

has come to be domi­
nated by conspirarcy 
theories. Sutherly quotes 
a letter sent from James 

Oberg to Stephen Greer 
in 1 977 at which time 
Greer was calling for an 

end to legal constraints 

against UFO disclosure. 
Oberg alleged that the 
real secret was that the 
UFO stories had been 

invented as government 
disinformation for a variety of 
reasons. He claimed that he had 
himself spoken to many of the 
individuals responsible, and said 
that it was they who needed im­
munity before they could speak 
out. Whi lst such revelations could 
be interesting, it is  obvious that 
Oberg's evidence is identical in 

nature to that produced by the 
likes of Linda Moulton Howe. An 
'anonymous mil itary source' be­
comes credible if  it tells you what 
you want to hear. 

Gareth J. Meciway. 

Preston Dennett. Extraterrestrial 
Visitations: True Accounts of 
Contact, Llewellyn Publications, 
St Paul ,  Minnesota, 2001 .  $1 2.95 
If you want to know the truth 
about alien abductions 

just interview the wit­
nesses and take almost 
everything they say at 
face value. This is the 
American style of abduc­
tion research and it se­
cures the book contracts 
and fills the lecture halls. 

The technique 
employed by this author 
is to interview the prin­
cipal witness or abductee, some­
times with the aid of hypnotic re­

gression. Sceptics are assured that 
the stories must be true because, in 
several cases he deals with, there 
were multiple witnesses. The 
careful reader, however, will note 

that Dennett never actually gets to 
interview these supporting wit-

nesses. 
The most blatant exam­

ple of this is a story from Jay 
Broman (pseudonym), whose 
weird experiences began in Sep­
tember 1 97 8  when he and some 
friends drove to a farm near 

Pinckney, Michigan, where it was 
said that UFOs were regularly 
seen. When they got there, they 
found that there were about 300 
people gathered, together with 

people from the news media. 
Broman claimed that they wit­
nessed a spectacular formation of 
UFOs. Dennett simply accepts this 
story, and hasn't bothered to check 
the archives of the local news me­
dia for confirmation that such an 
event actually occurred. Because 
Broman said there were hundreds 

of witnesses, he records it as a 
multiple-witness case. 

Dennett is also con­

vinced that the UFOs and their 
occupants come from other plan­
ets. He is thus a bit perturbed by a 
witness called Maryann who, after 
a number of UFO sightings, was 
contacted by a grey alien called 

Kevin. Communicating w ith her 
by automatic writing, Kevin said 

that his people lived in the oceans. 
Dennett says this is "highly un­

usual". He also remarks: "She is 
eager to learn more about him. For 
example, he never even gave his 
last name, and she suspects that 

the name Kevin was 

used by him simply to 
make her less afraid." 
Yes, quite likely. 

Of course, we 
must not be sceptical 
because there is physi­
cal evidence as well  as 
multiple witnesses. 
Dennett knows there is 

physical evidence be­
cause that's what the 

witnesses told h im.  "All the evi­
dence points to one fact:  
extratrerrestrials are here." 

The blurb on the cover 
claims that this book "represents 
the cutting edge of UFO research", 

but I see it as representing the 
blunt edge of dumbed-down 
ufology. John Harney 
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Gareth J. Medway. Lure of the 
Sinister: the unnatural history of 
Satanism. New York University 

Press, 2001 . $32.95/£2 1 . 75. 
The great Satanic Conspiracy 
myth has not gone away, despite 
the absence of stories about ritual 
abuse in the newspapers. Re­

cently articles have appeared de­
nouncing the concept of False 
Memory Syndrome, and reviving 
suggestions that this is a con­
cocted cover-up for real paedo­
phile activi ty. Gareth Medway's 
book is  therefore a timely re­
minder of the background to 
modem Satanic allegations. 

Those who have read 
the author·s articles in Magonia 

will  know that besides writing in 
an accessible and entertaini ng 
way, he is also meticulous in his 
use of contemporary sources, and 
this comes across in this carefu l ly 
researched and referenced study. 

Beginning with an 
overview of h istorical accusations 
of Satanism from the era of the 

Paul Jordan. The Atlantis Syn­
drome. Sutton, 2001 . £20.00 
A piece of splendidly splenetic 
scepticism, taking the demolition 

hammer to the Atlantis legend and 

its latter-day purveyors. Jordan 
traces the development of the leg­
end from Plato onwards, noting 
how v arious authors add di fferent 
layers to the myth, not in Plato ·s 
original . The original, a pol itical 
and religious allegory contrasts At­
l antis, a land of corrupt wealth and 
barbarian splendor, with noble and 
virtuous A thens. Out of their own 
imagination l ater writers turn At­
lantis into the centre of world cul­
ture, a place of advanced technol­
ogy (always the technology that 
the lay people of the particular age 
are famil iar w ith), and "ancient 

Witch trials to the growth of 'sa­
tani c '  l i terature in fin de ciecle 

France, Medway shows how the 
accusations of the rel igious estab­

lishment have borne l ittle resem­
blance to the activities of real- l i fe 
occulti sts, whether they have 
cal led themselves Satanists or 
not. The chapter ' H istorical Sa­
tani sm ' looks at characters such 
as G i l les  de Rais, Francis Dash­
wood and J-K Huysmans, 
amongst others, concluding that 
none of them l ive up to their 
reputations as devi l  worshippers 
and Satanists. 

Unl ike some other writ­

ers who have attempted to expose 
the myths of modem Satanic al­

legations, he does not j ump from 
1 9th century writers such as 

El iphas Levi to the Manson Fam­
ily and the sixties occult revival 
(with perhaps a passing mention 
of Aleister Crowley), but devotes 
a good deal of space to lesser­
known occult groups in the 
twenties and thirties. The chapter 
' Be fore M ichelle Remembered' 
gives a fascinating account of the 

sensational stories of ' Black 
Magic ' which formed a staple of 
the British Sunday tabloids i n  the 
' forties and ' fifties. Curiously 

these stories, no matter who was 
tel l ing them after their escape 
from a sinister Devi l-worshi pping 
coven, al l bore a remarkable re­

semblance to each other, but with 
a gradual accretion of sensational 
details as they progressed. 

In discussing modem 
Satanic allegations, besides look­
ing at the wel l-publ icised Ameri­
can cases such as Mc Martin and 
Lauren Stratford, he produces a 

wisdom". 
From the writings of such 

people as Scott-El l iott, 
Churchward, Donnelly, Lewis 

Spence and their l ater fol lowers 
such as the Flem-Arth ·s, Graham 
Hancock and Andrew Col l i ns, 
Jordan extracts what he cal ls  the 
Atlantis syndrome, the unwi l l i ng­
ness to credit human beings with 
the power of creative imagination, 
so that myths and works of art are 
seen as sober history, an essen­
tial ly raci st and colonial ist view o f  
the incapacity of 'savages' t o  pro­
duce civi l ization, which is seen as 
always being imported in from 
elsewhere. Associated with thi s is  

an fundamental hostil ity to estab­
l ished archaeology, a rel iance of 
old and out of date sources, and a 

great deal of i n formation on some 
of the lesser-known British cases, 
and looks at the role of individu­

als such as Roger Cook, Diane 
Core and the late Geoffrey Dick­
ens MP. As with the historical 
evidence, this is  all carefu l ly 
supported by references to news­
paper artic les, and other contem­
porary documents. 

A frequent feature of 
such exposes is the insistence of 

the importance of having thirteen 
people at a Black Mass or Satanic 
ceremony. As Medway points 
out, few occultists of any sort 
meet in groups of thirteen, for 
very practical reasons : "[T]o have 
exactly thirteen members, usually 
you will e ither have to i nc lude 
people whom you don't  really 
want or excl ude people whom 
you do want. I f  j ust thirteen peo­
ple are invited to a particular 
gathering, then very likely one 
wi l l  phone at the l ast minute to 
say that he or she can't  come be­
cause the dog is sick . Alterna­
tively, they w i l l  al l turn up, but 
someone wi l l  bring along a new 
boyfriend, girl friend, or cousin 
Fred who is  staying and doesn't 
want to be left out". 

The chapter ' Thou Shalt 

Not Suffer a Witch . . .  ' shows the 
way in which the modem w itch­
hunt has been organised through 
an al l iance of evangelical groups, 
newspapers and pol it icians look­
ing for an easy target. There are 
some frightening tales here o f  
how people l ives have been ru ­

ined through v icious and sensa­
tional ised reporting of perfectly 
legal activ ities. 

The fi nal chapters, 

tendency to descend into occult­
Ism. 

The Flem-Arth ' s  and Hancock 
come in for the main treatment, 

and there is a detailed demolition 
of their world views and claims. 
H ancock is seen as a representa­
tive of ' Atlantis by any other 
name', and though Hancock 
mostly avoids using the A word, 
the implications are clear. 

The pseudo-archaeology of 
these writers is  contrasted w ith a 
brief sketch of the v iew of human 
evolution, prehistory and ancient 
history that arises from a basic 
consensus of mainstream archae­
ology. 

The e ffectiveness of this pub­
fighter school of sceptic ism as 
practiced by Richard Dawkins and 

which look at the motivations 
behind the Satan-hunters, are 
perhaps the only point at which I 

would offer a serious criticism of 

the book. Medway's emphasis is  
on the way in which the Satanism 
idea has been promoted by rel ig­
ious figures and organisations, 
from the mediaeval Roman 
Catholic Church to modem-day 
fundamentalists i n  the US and 
Britain and their  right-wing po­

l i tical all ies. I feel he has not 
given adequate coverage to the 
other factor in development o f  
the contemporary panic : the left­
ist, feminist i n fl uence. Thi s  has 
demonstrated itself most clearly 
in the attitudes of some social 
services agencies, particularly in 
Britain. A leading proponent of 
the movement i n  Britain has been 
the Social Feminist writer Bea 
Campbel l ,  who has for a long 
time been promising a book re­
veali ng the truth about satanic 
abuse, but there has as yet been 
no sign of it. This  perhaps also 
explains some of the di fference 
between the American Satan­

hunters, who have largely con­
centrated on the chi l dren of 
middle-class working parents in 
day-care centres, and the British 

cases which seem to be concen­
trated in run-down counci l  estates 
and other areas of social depriva­
tion. 

Despite this one cav i l ,  I 
recommend this book most 
strongly as a scholarly yet read­
able and accessible account of a 
very serious matter which is too 
often treated trivially or as an 
exercise in propaganda. 

John Rimmer 

Martin Gardner is perhaps open to 
doubt. It is  entertaining, as a good 
punch up always is, but a combi­
nation of ridicule, exasperation 

and what could easi ly be m istaken 
for argument from authority is un­
likely to convert many of the ad­
herents of ' alternate archaeology. ' 
There are times in which a cooler, 
more forensic approach can be 
more effective. There are also 
times when, even from the v iew­
point of current mainstream ar­
chaeology, Jordan ' s  v iews seem a 
trifle old fashioned, with a nostal­
gia for an unreformed uni forma­
tism. This is not to say that in 
broad terms Jordan is wrong in his 

assessments, and the essentially 
pseudoscientific nature of the At­
lantis syndrome Peter Rogerson 


