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EDITORTIAL

The Image is the Message

L revolt appears to be growing against those who want to
make the UFO scene 'respectable!. (The leaders of this revolt always
put the word 'respectable! in quotes, as it makes it seen so
disreputable.) Those who resist the move to respectability deplore
that some UFO groups and Jjournals are getting away from the grass-
roots of old-time ufology. This is an understandable human reaction
when people feel that something they are involved with is moving
out of their personal influence. Respectable UFO study means
properly organised teams of investigators, committees, sub-committees,
and perhaps the most unpalatable of all, the hearing of different
viewpoints.

But this much feared respectability is mostly a question
of image. "If we project the right image we will get the serious
scientific interest we need," say the 'serious investigators!. The
image can be projected, we are told, by such simple means as
dropping the phrase 'flying saucer!, or by getting rid of the
crackpot fringe. Well this would help of course, so would improving
the quality of UFO journals, especially in their appearance and
production. The FSR is a fine journal, but does its layout have
to be quite so stodgy? As for getting rid of the crackpots; even
if they could be defined with any unaninity, do we really want to

' get rid of them? They are often very entertaining, and sometimes
come up with some valid thoughts. For instance, would the work that

! 1s being done on the psychological implications of contact stories
have been started had it not been for the continued insistence of
some extremists on this topic?

) The new image that is needed is not a re-vamped, ultra
scientific image for the investigators, but a new image for the
phenomenon itself. By this I do not mean a redesigned trendy UFO
py Lord Snowdon! The image of the UFO now is of a subject
inextricably linked with small cliques of terribly sincere nuts.
No matter how scientific they are, how many retired field-marshals

(continued on page 52)
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SHOULD 'Ma&N IN BL!CK' REPORTS B T.Kal S.RIOUSLY?

A bricef discussicn of tihc problen by John Harney

Introducticon

Peonle who witness UFOs and those whe attem?t to investigate
their reports often report strange experiences whlch apnear to heve
some connection with the UFO nystery. This article is nainly
concerned with cne aspect of the problem, which is at present
being much discussed armcng ufologists, that is the stories of
witnesses or investigators who claim to have been threatcened cor
warncd tc keen silent about their sightings and/or theorigs by
nystericus visitors and telephone callers., The main questicns
to be dealt with arc:-

1. How serious is the problem?

2., What are the best methods of attempting to discover the

cause of such renorts?

Brief Fistory of MIB Reports

The first report of the MIB variety in the post-war nhase |
of UFO activity is generally agreed tc have been contained in
statements made by Harold ... Dshl to ¥enncth "rncld during the
latter's investigation of the alleged Maury Island sightizg of Jume
21, 1947 (1). According to Dahl, the day after his sighting a man
called at his home early in the morning and invited him to
breakfast. Dahl said that he was not surnrised at this, fcr men
often called on neople in his tyre of wcrk early in the morning
for the purncsc of buying salvaged logs. The man wore a black
suit, was of medium heisht. and there was nothing unusual about
his appearance. He appeared to be about forty vears of age. Dahl
accepted his invitaticn and noted that the man drove a 1947 Buick
Sedan. The man suggested that Dahl should drive his own car and
follow him., Cn the way downtown Dahl failed to get the license
nunber of the car he was following. The two men went to a cafe and
ordered breakfast., As soon as they sat dovn the man immediately
began telling Dahl, in minute and accurate detail, the events of
the previous day when he and others had witnessed the UFCs. The
man then told Dahl that if he loved his family and didn't want
anything to hannen to his general welfare, he would not discuss
his experience with anyone.

The items underlined in the above account refer to details
which recur again and again in more recent MIB reports. The Maury
Island case, which is much too involved and complicated to -
sumrarise here, is still argued over today, but the U.S.Air
Force czaims that it was a hoax, devised by Harold Dahl and his
colleague, Fred L.Crisman. Ruprelt has described it as "the
dirtiest hoax in the UFO history."(2) Dahl and Crisman are said

to have confessed to the Air Force investigators,

The fullest account of the Maury Island affair is given in
"The Coming of the Saucers'", by Kenneth Arnold and Ray Falmer., If
any open-minded person reads Arnold's account carefully, he whll
find it very difficult to believe that Crisman and Dahl were able
to arrange all the mysterious incidents described by him. Foax or
not, the whole story contains elements tvhich croo up azain and
again in later incidents, quite apart from the MIB incident
described.,

The classic MIB case 1s that involving Albert K.Bender, who
closed down his orgenisation, the International Flying Saucer
Bureau, on the orders of "three men in black. The story
circulating at the time was to the effect that Bender was studying
his collection of UFQ0 data when the solution to the nystery
suddenly occurred to him. The MIB visited him, assured him that
his guess was correct and warned him not to divulge the secret
to anyone else, Bender refused to give reasons for closing the
IFSB, but hinted that a government agency was responsitle,
Bender's casel along with other stories of a similar nature,
recelved great publicity in the UFO- world, and Gray Barker trote
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book on this theme., (3) :
? In 1963, Bender published his own account of the affair. (i)
Far from clearing up the mystery, Bender's story only served to
create more confusion, for in it he claimed that the MIB were
beings from another planet who were visiting the Earth at that
time for the purpose of extracting a substance from sea water to
take back to their own planet for use as food. Anyone who
discovered too much about their activities was silenced, in order
that the aliens could work undisturbed.

Naturally, even the most eager UFO believers found the
story unconvincing, and it seems to have been generally gssgmed
that Bender had--possibly through overwork--become the victim of
an elaborate delusion, a delusion made worse by his interest in
horror stories and occultism,

However, stories of witnesses and investigators being
"silenced", either by sinister, black-garbed figures or, more
convincingly, by ordinary looking men who purported to be
government o%ficials persisted through the years until the vast
increse in UFO reports since about 1964 brought with it sone
quite convincing reports of attempts to intimidate witnesses.

At the present time controversy rages concerning the
findings of John Keel, who claims that the MIB are very real
and very active., Keel has published a number of articles on the
subject{(5) and reports which tend tc support his claims are
available from other sources,(H)

Local Apneal for Information

In the last issue of tTthls bulletin we gppealed 1or
unpublished informatidn conceirning reports of visits by the
MIB and othex odd experiences in connection with UFO sightings
and events. This appeal for information was published in the
Liverpool iicho(7) and Broadcast on BBC Radio Merseyside. Only
threc letiers were received in response and these were merely
requests for information.

However, the possibility that some victims of such
experiences may be deluded was mentioned in the iicho and in the
radio interviecw., Nobody likes to think that he is subject to
delusions, so to begin with we are at once faced with an
obstacle to any serious enquiry into this matter. An obvious
question is:- Why did we receive no local reports of the MIB or
suchlike, in view of the adequate publicity given to the appeal?
Possible answers are:

1. Because there were no such experiences to report.

2. There were such incidents but the victims did not
report them (a) because they did not want to be thought of as
being deluded, or because they were afraid of possible damaging
or undesirable publicity, or (b) because the MIB would not let
then!

Needless to say, the first alternative is likely to prove
to be the most popular explanation, but it must be pointed out
that the technique used locally is very unlikely to be successful,
whichever of the alternative answers given above happens to be
the truth. The approach favoured by John Keel, that of personally
interviewing many UF® witnesses, listehing sympathetically to
them and gaining theilr confidence, seems more likely to pay
dividends. -

Ihe Two Main Attitudes to the Problem

These may be breifly stated thus:-~

1. Genuine reports of witnesses being silenced, having
photographs confiscated etc., are due to the activities of
government security agencies or individuals posing, for some
unknown reason, as government agents. All other such revorts are
hoaxes or delusions. )

2. Some of the renorts are genuine, but theories about
government agents or pcecople impersonating them are inadequate to
account for important details given in the reports. The exact
nature and purpose of such incidents remain a nystery.




MUFOB 1 - 46 -

If we now look at a few cases it may help us to chose
betwecn these two alternatives or, perhaps, to decide to continue
to keep both of them in mind, in view of the lack of conclusive
proof one way or the other,

The Wanague Reservoir Police and the "Air Force Cfficer’

L very detailed investigation of the UFO sightings and
associated incidents in the vicinity of Wanaque Reservoir, New
Jersey was made by Lloyd Mallan,.(8) Among the chief witnesses were
mentbers of the Wanaque Reservoir Police., Mallan found that they
secned reluctant to talk and eventually discovered onc of the
main reasons for this state of affairs.

After the sighting of a UFC over Wanaque Reservoir on
January 11, 1966, Scrgeant Ben Thompson, of the Wanaque Reservoir
Police, reported the incident to the Governmecnt and claimed that
they sent an investigator who interviewed the nolicemen at
Lakeland High School. The investigator is said to have insulted
thern and told them that they were just seeing tihings. Sergeant
Thompson and other policcmen who claimed to have been there at
the time said that the man was an Air Force officer.

Mallan made exhaustive investigations of this clainm and
found that Project RBlue Book said they had no official report
of any incidents at Wanaque as, apnarently, they had received no
official requests for an investigation. As a result of his
investigations, Mallan came to the following conclusions

"Certainly no Air Force officer gathered the UFC observers
into the auditorium of Lakeland Regional High School to deride -
them about their sighting. Nor was any officer of the Army or
liavy responsible for this situation. Such a situation, by the way,
is normally outside the province of the FBI."

Mallan also observed: '"When it comes right down to the
hard facts, the only official UFO investigators are those under
the supervision of the Air Force Project Blue Book."

Mone of the Reservoir Police officers could remeiiber the name

of theLir Force officer they alleged had spoken to them at the high
school. Also, Major Iarold O'Connell, Base UFO Investigator at
McGuire Air Force Basc, New Jersey, observed to Mallan: "Those
Wanaque police officers must be pretty poor cons if they didn't
get the name of the investigator who was interviewing them., Or
especially ask for his I.D.Card==which is an absolute identification
of his military service,"

It seems that iy this case all the evidence suggests that
no official investigator actually intervicewed the police officers.
Anateur investigators from the National Investigations Committee
on Aerial Phenomena had visited the area, but they could not be
held responsible for the incident, For amateurs there is
obviously no future in going about the country insulting policemen!

It is interesting to note that Mallan does not seem to
have been able to obtain any details of the alleged encounter
between the policenen and the Air Force officer., In view of the
officers'! emotional reactions to this event, one would expvect a
somevhat fuller report from them,

Karl Veich and the Man in Black

Karl Veich, West Gernan representative of the Internctional
UFO Burecau, had becn working on a UFO report which he considered
to be important. He was planning to post it next day to the IUFOB,
vhen the nhone rang. & voice told him: "MR Veich, it would be
unwise of you to mail that report." Veich asked who was calling
and the voice said: "A voice of caution and wisdom that tells you
nov~-do not mail that report! Nothing but harm will come of it,"
Veich posted the report the next day. Shortly after noon
a dark-complexioned man, 30 to 35 years old, entered his shop
(Veich is a chemist.) and ordered a bottle of aspirin. The man
“then asked Veich why he had posted the report after he had been
told not to. The man refused to identify himself and left the shop.
Velch ran to the front of his shop and saw a black car specding
away. A strange featurc of the car was that the windows were almost

[
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totally black. As any ufologist who has not alrecady read this
report will have guessed, Veich's UFG report never reached its
destination.

Diffcrent Aspnects of the Problem in the U.S.A.

Although stories about the harrassment of UFC witnesses
and investigators have come from various countries cver since 1947,
thevy have bee~n particularly persistent in the U.S.A. Such stories
often sounded very convincing. Witnessegs claimed to have been
visited by men nurporting to be FBI agents, or dressed in Air
Force u iform. These men confiscated UFC photogranhs and warned
witnesscs to keep quiet about their sightings. Naturally, many of
the UFO groups took these reports seriously and complained bitterly
to the Air Torce.

In January 1967, however, ufologists got quite a shock
when Colonel George Freeman, the Pentagon spokesman for Project
Blue Book, revealed that the U.S.Air Iorce was just as annoyed
albout the mystery men as the ufologists were. (9) Coloncl Freeman
cited several cases. A man bearing credentials from the North
American Alr Defence saw Iir Rex Heflin, who had taken a series of
UFC pictures in California in 1965, and demanded the originsals. The
photographis were never rcturned and NORAD denied any” knowledge of
the incident. In February, 1960, Mr Joe Perry, of Grand Blanc,
Michigan, took a similar sect of pictures and was visited by two
men posing as FBI agents who confiscated his photogranhs. Colonel
I'reemnan denied that thesc incidents were connected with the Lir
Force UFC investigation and was quoted as saying: '"We haven't been
able tc find out anyvthing about these men. We would surc like to
catch one."

On the other hand, investigators have recently brought to
light many incidrnts of a more unlikely character. Thcese include
stories of visits from mysterious '"men in black'", who are said to
drive about in black cars which are very old models but are
nevertheless said to look brand new. These cars either have false
licence plates or none at all, yet are completely successful in
evading the police., The MIB are also said to drive up to witnesses!
homes at night and take flash pictures of their houses with the
aid of cumbersorie-looking cameras mounted on tripods. In other
words, most of the reported actions of the MMIB apnearzs to be
completely nonsensical,

One of the contributing factors to the present confusion
about this problem is the very conscervative appnroach to the TIO
nystery by many of the more influential Ameriean enthusiasts. Such
a statement will seem incredible to anyone with little knowledge
of the subject, but it is this conservatism which has probably
led to the loss of many interesting reports and has succecded in
distorting the true picture of the world-wide UFO mystery through
the years.,

Published accounts of the work of Project Blue Book have
made it plain that reports of UFC occupants were either thrown
into the nearest waste paper basket or placcd in a file marked
"C.P." (Crackpot). The more serious UFO organisations tended to
adopt a somewhat similar policy with the result that tlhie more
bizarre aspects of the nystery were for long neglected or left to
groups which were notorious for their lack of competence and
objcctivity. However, it secms that the situation has recently
improved, although one suspccts that the amount of weight which
investigators give to each revort devends overmuch on how far the
report fits in with their theories. It apocars that somnec ufologists,
many of therm comparatively new to the subject, have now almost
completely discarded the popular apwroach of collecting data to
supnort a particular theory, (¢.g. UFOs are spaceships from other
planets; UFOs are occult phenomena; otherwise inexplicable UFC
reports are hoaxes and delusions, etc.). The precsent fashion seems
to be a recognition of the fact that the UFC phcnomena are

xtremely couplex and have apparently endless ramifications.
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How Serious is the Problen?

Critics will s2y that in publishing this article we are
falling into the trap of being sidetracked from the nain UFO
problem by apnarently giving credcnce to reports whigh are merely

he results of hoaxcs, paranoid delusions, cxaggerations gn@ plain
lics. It is true that the problem of assessing the reliability of
the reports is a formidablc one, in view of the lack of physical
evidence and the unpredictability of the reportcd phenomcna..In
the field of psychical research, Hansell (10) has described in
detail how highly intelligent people, with scientific training
and experience, can be fooled by fauity memory, cheating and
trickery in experiments, wishful thinking and other factors which
make psychic experiences and experiments secm more impressive than
hey really arc., As many of the alleged MIB experiences seem to
involve phenomena of the kind familiar to psychic researchers,

Hansell's criticisms could no doubt profitably be borne in mind .
when investigating such rcnorts,
Whatever the cause of MIB and similar recnorts, they should .

be studied scriously along with all the other phenomena associated
with UFOs,

Low Should the Problem be Tackled?

‘The rcports by John Keel concerning the 1iIB and other
strange occurrences have attracted a good dcal of criticisn and,
in sone quarters, amuscment, Flying Saucer Review reports that
there is said to be a group of scientists interested in UFOs who
burst into fits of uncontrollalle laughter whenever they sec a
John Kecl document. It also seems that some of the criticisms have
been couchcd in terms nore apnropriate to the wilder cxtremes of
politics than to scientific enquiry. There is only one way to
deal with the startling clains of John Keecl and others who have
written in similar vein and the dditor of Flying Saucer Review has
swied it up neatly thuss- (11)

"If chair-borne critics, writers, UFO-buffs or laughing
scientists are urged to say Mr Keel is wrong, then it is
incumbent upon them to get out and about and to thoroughly
investigate his claims. If they do not do this they will find
themsclves on insecure ground,!”

When enquiring into such reports 1t should of course bLe
rcalised that some of them can be quite easily explained. On the
one hond, there are pecople who becorme mentally 111 and suffer from
delusionsy on the other hand, there is eviflence that in sore
countrics government agencies do interfere with amateur UFO
investigations,.

Conclusions

The foregoing article is just a brief  summary of the
"associated phenomena' situation,.with particular teference ‘to-.
MIB reports. We have not probed deceply into the subject but the
following conclusions may be tentatively stated:

1, Some of the reports are worthy of serious investigation.,

2. Investigation work already carried out should be
checked by other investigators, where possible,

3. Attenpts should be made to find rational exXplanations
for individu=l rcports, c e

4. Newcomers to the subject should be warned of the-

possible psychological dangers in becoming involved with this
aspcct of the subject, :
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UFO TERMINOLOGY

Some Comments and Suggestions by Jacques Bonabot

I welcomed the comments written by Mr Allen H.Greenfield,
of ALtlanta, Georgia, U.S5.A., concerning the term "iAlternate
Realities™ (llerseysidc UFO Bulletin, Vol.l, No.4).

I believe 1t is very importent to comnose a list of terms
with exact definitions. Such a task can only be accomplished by
the exchange of suggestions and with the analysis of each dcfinition
with regard to the scientific, biological and psychological
knowlcedge which we possess at the present tine.

For example, I have becen scarching since the beginning of
1966 for a good term which has as its definition: "Study of all
phenomena or incidents which occur in the atmosphere or outer
space, are of extraterrestrial nature and arc conmnected with the
study of so-called Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs), or "Flying
Saucers',

Yes, I know the term "Ufology", but is this exact? It is
only the abbreviation UFO with the suffix -ology (or study).

I was very happy to find in the Modern American Dictionary,
which was prepared by the American College Dictidnary, the term
"flying saucer’. Here is the definition I found in that book,
which is putlished by Dell Publishing Co. Inc., 750 Third Aivenue,
New York 17, N.Y. (page 193)s "Any of various disk-shaped planes
or missiles allegedly secn flving at high speeds and altitudes."

From another source, in UFO Guide 1947-67 (Rainbow Press),
the usditor gives the same definition with the addition of "...often
with extreme changes in speed and direction, and generally
assumed to be from outer space.," But, in this version the words
"...planes or missiles...'" are omitted, giving to the term its
full "extraterrestrial nature. According to the UFO Guide 1947~
67 this second definition comes from the Random House Dictionary
§£9§he English Language, unabridged version (New York, 1966, page

I have devised the following definition for the term
"Llternate Reality": Description of a phenomenon, or incident, in
words »r ldeas depending on the powers of observation and expression
of n witness, his knowledge of physics and other scientific subjects
and his knowledge of the world in general.

Concerning the term "Binding Force'", from Wilbert Smith's
theory, I consulted many scientific sources. My conclusion after
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this is that "Binding Force" is the sanc term as "Coheslon Force,”

Cohesion Torce is tlie interaction force existing 1n the
molecular structure of gascous, liquid or solid bodies, This
force, elcctronagnetic in nature, decreases from the inner varts
of a mase to its superficial parts. Varistion of the coheslon
force occurs only with temperature and/or pressure variations.

So (I +hin%) an atomic exnlosion or n~ny chanzc in the
geophysical Tield of the earth could bring a change ?2 . total
cohesion, or tinding, forcc result (or vector) of a tod.

The ter ufology, as I have written above, is inadequate
for use in scientific language. I know two terms whiéh are used
for ufology in some publications snd discussions:

(2) Clineologic (in the Italian publication CLYPEUS)
from clineus - shield, this derived from old Roman UFC reports of
glowing or flaning flying shields, and glogie -~ study.

(b) [frofornologie (from a French ufologist) from aéro
and for: and ologie - study.

I h.ve tried to devisc a term etymologicelly. For this
I used the terins terrao, objetum and extrn, with the suffix ology,
for study. I arrived ot the word "exterobjectology". Eut such o
tern is too ‘"sophisticated" for conversational usec.

Jocques Bonabot is Dircector of the Grounement pour 1l!'Etude des
Sciences d'.Lvant-Garde, 17 Rosendael 17, Bruges, Belgium).
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BCCOCK RAVI & WS

Warnings fron Flying Friends by Arthur Shuttlewood. Portway

Precss, larnminster, Wiltshire. 26/~

"UFCs not Bourgeois Journnlist Fabrications', "Zoung
Drug-Talizers Groped and Grovelled", "'diarth Time is Desperately
Short! Warning'", "'natony of a Holoncaust--~and 'Dying Fish''-=-
these arc sone of the exciting chapter headings in the second UFO
book to coie froa the inimitable pen of Mr Arthur Shuttlewood.

The boox contains nhotographs of UFGs and poems by Pauline Roberts
and Veronica Cacdby: the author writes in his foreword: "We hope
you wili lilte fthe poctry and not consider it totally irrelevant.,"

I sunnosc that this work falls into the category which
the nmore csoteric ufologists call "New=/ige'" literature. Much of
the bock is dcvoted to recording the views of various neople who
have corrmunicated with Mr Shuttlewood since he became well-known
for his investigations of the Warminster "Thing.'" It secms that
most of these pconle are sincerely convinced that the world as we
know 1t 1s lilkely to core to an end in the near future and this
event will ke followed by the dawning of a new "Golden ARe" of
spiritual cenlightenment and enhanced awareness of man's
rclationship with the universe.

This is the general sort of idea behind riost of the
nessages quoted but they are, inevitably, hcavily cmbroidcred
with pseudo-scientific speculations, apocalyptic visions and vague
verbisze. [Llthough most of the visionaries apnear to be basically
sincerc, it is obvious that some of them, apnarently lacking -
sense of hunour, fall easy victims to the leg-pullers.

Cne of these elaborate jokes is quoted in detaill anc Mr
Shuttlewood gently indicates, to the perceptive rcader, that he
apnrccintes the jest--I think. I must noint out herc that he will
provaiuly get letters from his more obtuse readers earnestly
requesting further dctailse. It seems that Mr Shuttlewood was
approached by "a charming Norfolk man with honest blue eves
humble apvroach, disarming candour and integrity sparking his
personality." This gentleman reported that a philological expert
to whon he sent a tape of the Venusian language and a sample of
Venusian serint went into raptures over then.

Thic philological exnert came to some hilarious conclusions,
such as: "Sound nroduction is diphasic: this means that *+he two
lungs =re accurately out of phase with one another, thus enabling
the creaturc to soeak for a long time without taking kresth..'" and

W
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"The scrint: this is quite uncharacteristic of anything found on
darth except possibly the Sacrced Boggah Scripit of the Abluti
Indians of Paraguay...'" and "From an application of Reinmann
Phoneme analysis techniques-~first stage, naturally--it can be
concluded with fair certainty that the creatures in question
possess a large hand, possibly with all thumbs..." I fecei sure
that many of us know beings who have these characteristics and
whose terrestrial origin is not in doubt:

I was agog to read Mr Shuttlecwood's version of the
memorable events of May 27th and 28th, 1967, at Warminster, in
view of the fact that ~“lan Sharp and I were there at the time and
had published our version of that weekend (Revort on a Visit to
Warminster, by John Harney and :.lan W.Sharp, IFlying Saucer Review,
Vol.13, Ho.5). Disappnointingly, he only mentions in passing the
controversial skywatch of the night of May 27th~28th, when we sav
lightning and he saw the "Thing". He goes into considerable
detail, though, about the visit of the "lenstrian® to his home on
the afternoon of May 28th. He was in a bad mood just before the
Jenstrian's visit and this was due to lack of sleep ~and the fact
that: "With Bob and Sybil, I shared weariness of libellous coment
over the integrity of our team and Warminster witnesses that had
gained unmerited headlines in ill-informed magazines nublished by
a certain group of tarmchair'! ufologists begrudging our cxporience.'
The magazine referred to is possibly MUFCRG Bulletin, of which I
was editory, in which we had published a rather critical revicw of
Mr Shuttlewood'!'s lecture on the Warminster nhcnomena delivered -t
the 1964 BUFOR. Northern Conference nt Bradford. We lcarned,
indirectly, that Mr Shuttlewood was very annoyed ~bout the orticle
in question, even though the Bulletin had only a very small
circulation,

From the depths of my arrnchair I recomaecnd this book to
all connoisseurs of the Warminster plhcnomena.,

New UFO_Breeskthrough by Brad Steiger and Joan Whritenour, ‘ward
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Books, New York/ Tanddm Books, London. 3/6.

This panerback explores the more fantastic aspects of
our fantastic subject; men in black, strange creatures, holes in
¥he poles, the Shaver Mystery and the /llende Letters.

..1though much has recently been written about the Allende
Letters, nobody secms to have made any serious attempts to check
on the major allegations contained in them. These allegations are
to the effect that certain fahtastic scientific experiments were
carried out by the U.S.Navy in 1943 and 1944 and that one of the
ships involved was called "/ndrew Furnseth.'" The experiments were
said to have produced all kinds of strange side~effects, such.
as members of the crews involved becoming invisible or bursting
into flames and a shin used in the experiments 1s said to
have suddenly vonished from its dock in Philadelphia, reappeaedd
in Norfolk and then reversed the process. This astounding event is
said to have been recorded in the nevspapers at the time. However,
so far nobody has come forward with any docunentary evidence to
support these stories and ncbody secms to have zhecked whether or
not there ever was a ship naued "..ndrew Furnseth.” The .1lende
Letters affair certainly appears, at the time of writing, to be
nothing more than a hoax, which has caught the imaginations of
nany peoplec.

Znother strange affair which unaccountabiy caught the
public imagination and which keeps cropping up in ‘Zmerican UFO
literature is the "Shaver Mystery," whiich beg~n in 1944 when Ray
Palmer, then editor of a scicnee fiction magazine c-lied “’Zmazing
Stories",'received A letter from a Richard S.Shaver giving details
of an ancient language that "should not be lost to the worid."
slthough this appeared to be mercly a crackpot letter, Falmer

.printed it and received an amazing anount of mail. requesting

further information. Palmer wrote to Shaver and received 2 16,000
word nanuscript in rcply. Using this as a basis, Palmer wrote a
31,000 word story which he entitled “I Remember Lemurisi®, =»nd
which he published in his March, 1945, issue, The result was that
this issue sold 50,000 extra copies and 50,00C letters were received,
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fron readers, instead of the usual 45 or so, Further storics fol}chd
and the Shaver Mystery continued to boost the nagazine's circulntion
for thc next four yerrs. Briefly, these stories were about .
mysterious pconle living in undcrground CAVCTHS and po§ses51ég .
str~ngc vowers. The chief mystery, of course, 1is why tnfse stories
bee~iie instantly popular and why did readers evidently take them
so scriously ~nd finfl then so disturbing. )
Jlthough it is doubtful that mony of the amazing
incidents described in this book could stend up to critical
exaninction, they certainly make fascinating reading.
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SDITORIAL ~ The Imoge is the Message -continued from page 43,
they can boast, this is the image in the minds of the pukblic
today.

Ufologists must be prepared to accept this and just go
on as they have been for the past twenty-odd years, making such
narginal advances as they can, and in all fairness these have
been significant. Cr they couid take an extremely radical line,
Perhans it might be an idea if UFO groups and journals just
closed down and shut up for a few years., The UFOs would still be
there (prcsuwnably), but there would not be the little chorus of
vested interests that accompany each notable sighting. Perhaps
then the people we would like to sec investigating the probtlem
would Legin to do so, and the whole thing could start off again
on the right foot. The UFCs would be the concern of the putlic at
large and not the »nrivate property of the UFO underground. Maybe
then we would begin to get some explanations.

That is, if we really want to!

\'..w

J /. Rirmmer
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LOCLL TUFC Ri#PORTS - None receivede.

NaW 24,0, 0 = UFOs alleged to have caused car crash

The following report appeared in the Daily Telegraph on
IToveriber 13th, 1968;-
LUCKL. Dy Tuesday. .. negistrate in Napler yesterday disnissed a
charge of dangerous driving against John Dow, 19, who claimed his
car was chased by a flying saucer. The nagistrate said Dow'!s state
of ?ind cavsed him to lose control of his car, which crashed into
a shop.

) Dow said he and a friend had been watching "strange lights"
outside lNapier for several days and when driving home one night
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