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ZADITORTIAL

Condon Report - As Predicted

The Condon Report has now been published. We have not yet
seen a copy, but we understand that 1t 1s just as predicted by
ufologists everywhere, It 1s long (1,465 pages) and gives the
impression) at first glance, of conciuding that the ‘UFO problen is
not i1nmportant.
Also =« gs prcdicted - it concludes that we are not being
visited by alien space-craft, but its authors go further. They
state: "We consider it safe %o assume that no I.L.de(intelligent life
elsewhere) outside our solar system has any possibility of visiting
gdarth in the next 10,000 years.," As for how they arrived at that
figure, your guess 1is as good as ourse This statement is a good
example of what Dr Hynek termed '"cosmic provinciallsn",
The long-peedlcted storm over the report has already broken
out In the UeSelhye with Major Keyhoe loudly denouncing it as yet
) another 2Air Force whitewash.
‘ Although the Report may turn out to contain. interesting

informationy the reported conelusions are unlikely to be taken
seriously by ufologlists, whatever their views on the subject,
Confidence in the Condon Committee has been continually sapped by
the antics and attitudes of some of its members and, notably, the
publication of Robert Low's notorious memo.

We will make further cormments on the report when nore

details are available,




MUFOB 1 - 54 -
NiW HOPE FOR HXTRATERRESTRILL COMMUNICGATION?

by P.E.H>pkins

fver since Einstein's Special Theory of .Relativity,
theoretical evidence has been weighted against anr;” body travelling
with a velocity faster than that of light. In otker words, the
velocity of light, about 186,000 miles per second, 1s considered as
being the ceiling velocity that a body or particle may attain.

The simple explanation of this phenomenon 13 that ‘.
as a body i1s accelerated towards the speed of light, the mass of
the body increases, and thus more energy is requirea ©o malntaln
the acceleration of the body. Such a process forps a v'cious
circle represented by Einstein's equation E = MC“, where £ 1is
energy, M is mass and C is a constant, the speed of 1l:.ght. Ls
Einstein said concerning velocities greater than that of light:
"They have no possibility of existence."

It is obvious that such a law of science limit,s space
exploration in a very negative manner. Consider the nearesF star,
Llpha Centauri, which lies approximately four and a half light
years distant from the Earth. Such a journey to Llpha Cer.tauri in
a hypothetical rccket that could travel at the speed of light
wotrld take nine years for the round trip. Since rockets wlll never
be able to attain the speed of light because of the energy,mass
relationship the journey would talle many times longer. The
undertaking of such a journey by conventional standards wowld be
impossible.

Radio links with extraterrestrial civilisations woulcd
also be a long drawn out process since radio waves travel with
practically the same velocity ®R as light. Should our astrono.iers
locate an advanced civilisation in the neighbourhood of, say,
fpsilon LEridani a message beamed from the Barth would take eleven
and a half years to reach its destination., The answer to our
message would be received twenty-three years after the origina:.
transmission. Under such conditions one tends to ask whether stch
a link would be of any value, apart from the extreme cost and
difficulty involved in searching for such a civilisation. The
modern trend in scientific thinking is that the Earth is one of
millions of inhabited planets in a universe teceming with life,
and yet we are isbbated beyond all comprehension.

Now the revolutionary theory of an fmerican physicist,
Dr Gerald Fienberg, of Columbia University, may change our whole
concept of the universe. He has postulated the existence of a new
particle, the tachyon (from a Greek word meaning 'swift!') which
he believes permeates the universe travelling in some cases with
almost infinite velocity, which it achieves by lceing energy as
it gains velocity. Dr Fienverg'!s hypothesis itself derives from
the basis of Einstein's equations and at least appears plausible
to some theoretical physicists.

Attempts to detect the tachyon have so far failed. It can
only exist above the speed of light and it may not be electrically
charged. Consequently the task of developing a suitable technique
for detecting it is very difficult indeed.

Should Dr Fienberg discover the tachyon, then the dreams:
of science fiction writers may we&l come true. 1T could provide a
tool for instantly communicating across the vast reaches of gpace
~nd time. ictual space travel at cr above the speed of 1light
would still remain an impossibility, but tachyon beamns might be
able to transier energy over tremendous distances~e-something that
is at present impossible cue to the inverse sqguare law. Still, the
possibility of communicating with an extraterrestrial civilisation
via a tachyon beam is an exciting prospect that could either bring
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great benefits to mankind, or complete destruction thyough misuse.
Lot us hope that Dr Fienberg's enarch i1 not be rruitless.

ST R T i e i i i s S S S S e e e e e A

ACCiZSS TO INFORM,.TION: RECORDING .ND RETRIVVAL
by John A. Rimmer

The July-August issue of this Bulletin published a short
list of UFO periodicals held in public libraries, and asked for
information about unlisted library holdings., The lack of response
to this appeal, and investigations subsequently carried out,
would indicate that there is very little UFO literature available
in the public library service, especially periodical literature.
Most of the works on ufology in the public libraries are of the
popular type from the large commercial publishees, which nost
- serious rescarchers already have in their private collections, and
which are of limited value to anybody attempting an in depth study
of any particular facet of the UFO problem. The need is, then, for
some centralily organjzed system of rmaking available a munh vider
PoanZe ~F dnfermation zouiraas than is currenlly accessiti2 fa the

; e ONEYI EM, T *v“JLLy in regard to the informet<icn tnat
Tin g , raiz. small privately published works,
woad U0 magazlines. g

_f.)

<ty

Moat TE) gronps wmointain a llbrary, varying from small
ol Tactiong of A Tew JuHGLOaCkS and magazines to large, comprehensive
and well organlaed collections. Collectively all these libraries
st contain a major proportion of all British published UFO
literature, and a considerable proportion of overseas naterial.
However the value of this is largely wasted, being only available
to the members of a particular group. Even when groups are willing
to lend material from their libraries (and understandably not all
grouts are willing 10 do this, having learned from bitter experlence
the Ganger of loss, damage and downright theft) there remains the

proPlsg of nowing in which library any particular piece of material
is e

isven when material is readily available there is a
ccer:elderable problem in putting it to praztical use, and using it
fer ootahnlng specific information, rather than Just a particular
bookist or issue of a periodical. There is no way in which a
reconTuiler, investigating, say, the physical evidence of UFO landing
repoi i3, can obtaln a 1ist of references to information in UFO
jourrals. At the moment such items can only be traced through the
rezearcher's personal knowledge of the literature, references from
feilcw researchers, and other rather haphazard methods. Only in
cre fisid of the subject is there any efficient form of information
reveicval, This is the Cambridge and London Universities:
computer record of UFO sighting reports, which enables ready access
to all known facts about these reports. However such direct analysis
of sighting reports is now only a small, and some would say a
diminishing, part of total UFO investigation. There is no guiding
or indexing system to the great bulk ~f U'O literature, and more

ecpurially Lo the findings cnd conciusions of earlier reszearchsiys
o a?;ects of UFO problens,

Contrast this now 5o the sit“aiTna that exists in cther
?-tqzds "2 science and the humanities. ii:re there is a wide =34

zive system of indexing and dqguractlng services, wiich
iooooits Tte needed bibliographical details that pinpoint the
giurce s of required information, Such publications as "Chemical
Abstracts", "Physical Abstracts", "Art Index" cover a wide range
cf publlcatlons in their chosen fmn]ds, carefully selecting all
naterial that is of value, and giving roferences directly back to
the original publication.
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What then can be done to proviue similar facilitles Fo the
serious ufologist? The firsk necd io for some sort of_centra11zed
national clearing-house for the interlending of materlal..Th}s
could be patterned on the Regional Library Bureaux that provide such
a service for Britain's public libraries. Based on nine rgglonal
centres, these bnreaux maintain a complete catalogue of library
stocks in their areas, so that any book can be traced to the
libraries that hold copies. Any library seeking a particular book
is thus able to borrow it from another library through the RLB
headquarters. How, in the context of UFO research, could such a
systen be established? Firstly by the creation of a Natmonal
Union Catalogue. UFO groups participating in the scheme would send
details, in a standardized form, to the central clearing-house.
Secondly by the development of some viable system of interlending.
This would be done basically by direct postal lending of material.
The central bureau would maintain a detailed record of all loan
transactions, to provide a safeguard against any danger of losg,
damage or theft. For particularly scarce or valuable material there
could be some system of cash deposits. It would be advisable for
the bureau to have access to Xerox, photocopying and microfilm
equipment, Such a system would obviously require a certain amount
of money, which would have to be provided from a levy on groups
using the services.

The problem of the provision of a national UFO catalogue
and interlending system is largely one of the mechanics of the
operation. With an adequate amount »f money and group co-operation
such a system could be built up in a comparatively short period of
time, It is in the second requirement, that of a workable system
of information retrieval, that there is the need for a large amount
-of detailed and original work. The ideal would be a large "Index
of UFO Literature", covering all the main UFO periodicals in
iinglish, and as comprehensively as possible in other languages.
This would then be kept up to date with a periodical supplement,
covering current literature as it is published. It would seen to
be, however, that this ideal is now probably beyond reach, at
least as far as indexing all the extant material is concerned. The
most that can be hoped for is the indexing of the larger and more
important periodicals, where there is access to adequate files,
which are in some instances already indexed. Similarly in the
surveying of current publications there will be some small,
ephemeral newssheets that will slip through even the most efficient
indexing net. However, for the most part, any good indexing
organization should be able to record all that is of value to
researchers,

It would be impossible in the present state of UFO study
in this country to operate a central indexing system similar to the
centralized interlending system, as this would require a full time
staff and ccnsiderable funds, even just for the purchase of an
adequate supply of source material. It ceems inevitable then that
the work on such an index would have to be spread, even on an
international scale. 1t would be essential under these circumstances
to maintain a strong degree cf consistency in the operation of the
system. The indexing and abstracting journals mentioned above are
all based on various schemes of classification to provide the basic
structure of the index. The most familiar system of literature
classification in the Inglish speaking world is the Dewey Decimal
Classification, which is used by about 80% of British libraries, add
a development of it. the Universal Decimal Classification (UDC)
which is particularly suited to scientific and technical libraries.
These systems are constructed so tnat any bork or neriodical sarticle
can generally be catalogued at one and only one place in the
scheme. This ensures almost total consistency, and in most casec a
book will be classified in the same way in every Litrary using the
system. If a classification system is used for UFO material. it
wou}d nean that a co-ordinated indexing system could be operated by
a wilde~ranging group of people, wnilisi maintaining an objective and
unbiased basis that is essenivial in such a contentious subject as
ufology,.
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The drawbsck is, of course, that no adequate system of
classification exists. The present systens give no kind of
surdivisions for their entry under UFCs. In fact most igaore the
topic altogether. £ classification system would have to P? '
snecinlly constructed to meet the uniguas necds of the subject. It
could only be done as a feirliy long-tern project, and probably
not by one person. It would be best dene by a tean, representing
various aspects of the UFO study, nnd at least one percon )
adequately qualified in catalcguing and classificationu.ln th;s
country it could probally only be done Uy one of!the unlve?31ty
groups, They have nccess to a wide range of people ewpcrt 1
various ficlds of study that would be required for such o pv
They also heve in the Inperial Ccllege-CUGIUFO computer project,
considerable cxnerience in the construction and use of a ‘
classification scheme for sighting reports, and a computer
l-nguage for processing these reports.

When such a classiification schene 1s prcduced, potential
indexers would be instructed in its use, 2nd a co-ordinating
centrs would be established to collate the work of the various
ncoplc, allocate the work amongst the conpetcent indexers, and
publish the finished iadexcs at regular intervals.,

It is obvious that the aim of en international, or even
netional, indexing service, i1s one for the future. However the
{irst prcicct, that of a national interlending system, is onc
tiict could bLegin virtually imnmediately. If the central Bureau
was established, all participating groups could send dctails of
their commlete librery to it. They could indicate which material
woula te availlable for direct postal loan, which would he loaned
under snecial conditions, and wnich could not be loaned, tut
zould be distributed in the form of a photocepy. What 1s necded
in the first instance is a genecral discussion amonzst EBritish
groups on this probklem to decide on such questions as fees and
organizational methoas, as well as the nomination of some person
or groun as the Central Bureau,

I T T i i e 2 S S SR S S R S S A T T T i T I
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Froms Mr ARTUUR CIUTTLSWOCD

Dear John,

Tut=-tut: Who gave ycu the erroneous impression that I
was "very annoyed! over a MUFGB article aboul ny connents at the
Northern BUFCRA Coafcrence in 19662 Frankly, I did not sce the
articlse in question, and when I lecarncd at second-hand its contents
I was rather anuscd nore tnan anything clsel Yes, I do have a
sense of hwiour and readily realise that even the most painstaking
of ufologists are susceptiblc to nonumental lceg-pulling as much
as any non-cranksii

Serlously, though, we are all unpaid questers for
ultinate truths in this unique ficld of research: so I cannot
comprchend why there is a strong elenent of cross-purpose and
unhenlthy argument (which is negative and not constructive)
Detieon people who (1) definitely believe in the existence of
UFCs3 =nd (2) should pocl their resources and brain power in
resolving as many angles of the overall enigma as is possible.,

in your book write-up (thank you kindly, by the way)
you refer to the May 27--28 skywatcn as though it was of importance.
I d4id not deal with it because~-on sensible reflection--I acrecd
that this was a ligntning phenomenon and not renotely connected
with the "Thing". It was g weekend among pany, to us, end had no
relevance to ufological advancement. Hope you did not get too wet,
anyway? We are "wet" enough already, in the eves and minds of most
people, unfortunately. I don’t think we can go very far wrong if
we are sincere in our seeking: and no MIB will deter our tean,
anyway! There 1g a hostile factor, but it is mainly earthbound...
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I wonder, incidentally, whether Alan Sharp has had any reason or
cause to change his views that garth science and measurenents can
fully explain all connecting with the mystery of Ur'0s. One can.
certainly bee too dogmatic, and thercein lies obtuseness whlgh is
just as dangerous as conplete gullibility over any data coming to
light.

Thank you for your nag. It's quite bright,.even if a
little pedestriad in attitude towards things I consider matter
nost. Look out of your window: cars, houses, road, clothing, shpps
and their varied wares... every one of these material things has
first had its birth in the mind or spirit. Therefore the ]
spiritual domain is far more important and relevant in all things
than the physical, Think it over, Walk in peace. Truly, Arthur
Shuttlewood, 17 Portway, Warminster, Wiltshire.
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THE SHEARCH FOR PHYSICAL sVIDENGLH

by John Harney
PART ONi

Introduction

Since 1947, the hypothesis that UFOs are spaceships fronm
other planets has been popular. Accordingly, many ufologists-have
devoted mu~h time and effort to attempts.to obtain physicsal
evidence of such visitations. Physical evidence can take many forms .
and, unfortunately for the protagonists of the interplanetary .
spaceships theory, can be subject to many different interpretations

in thils series an attempt 1s made to review some of the
physicel evidence and alleged physical svidence which has come %o
light during the past twenty years. There is no doubt that, during
this period, ufologists have come across a certain amount of
physical evidence during their researches--but physical evidence of
what?

The Tvpes of Bvidence to be Considered

In this series we will confine our attentions to the
following types of evicence, real or alieged: .

L. Substances or objects gaid to have been jettisoned by,
ejectad by,; or fallen from, UrQs. '

2., Reports of captured UFOs and their occurants.

3. Markings on the grcund, damage, etc. allegedly caused
by UFOs.
- o Physical injuries to witnesses allegedly caused by

Os, .

The Maury Island Case

Strangely enough, as in several other aspects of the UFO
mystery, we must consult Arnold®s account of his investigations of
the alleged Maury Island sighting of 1947 (1) to find the precedent
Tor subceguent reports of physical evidence of UFOs,

“he main physical evidence in this case was described as
locking like slag, and was said to have been seen falling from a
UFO. Some of this material was given to Kenneth Arnold and he
gept it in his hotel room during his stay in Tacoma for his
investigation of the incident, During his invectigations Arnold,
who had already called in his friend, Captain Smith, an airiine
pilot, tTo assist, felt that he was getting ocut of his denth with
all the mysterious incidents which were apparcntly cceurring and
he called in Lieutenant Brown and Captain Davidson, of Military
Intelligencea.

Browvn and Davidson saw the fragments, but, according to
Arnold, seemed to suddenly lose interest after one of the witnesses
in the case, Fred L.Crisman, ctfercd to go home and get a box of
fragments from the UFO to present to the officers. The officers
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insisted that they had to get back to their base at Hamilton
Ficld, California and Arnold pleaded with them to stay the night,
cspecially in view of the fact that they werc both obviously tiruc.

Just as the transport arrived to take the officers back to
their aircraft at McChord Field, Crisman arrived with a cardbeoard
box full of chunks of material which, Arnold noticed, seened to be
sonewhat different from the fragnents in his hotel roon. The
fragments were handed over to Brown and Davidson and they drove
away e

v The ncxt morning Kenneth Arnold and Captain Smith were
horrified to learn that Brown and Davidson were dead. Their
aircraft had crashed sone twenty minutes after take~off fron
McChord Field.

Two other men who were in the aircraft had parachnute
safety. One of the survivors told how Brown and Davidson had
loaded a heavy cardboard box on to the plane. When one of <h
engines caught fire and the extinguishing device failed to
operatc, Lt. Brown ordered him and the flight engineer to Junp.
It is said that the survivors watched the burning plane for a
period of from nine to eleven nminutes during their descaente. This
oktservation has naturally caused much speculition as to why
Brown and Davidson. did not jump out.

A local newspaper, the "Tacona Tines'", published a
sensational. report of the tragedy, containing suggestions that
the plane had been sabotaged in order to prcvent the shipnent of
flying disc fragments to Hamilton Field.

The next major developnent, so far as the physical
evidence is concerned, in the tortuously complicated story of
“Lrnold's adventured in Tacoma came when Captain Smith went to
McCheord Ficld to consult Major Sander of S-=2 Arny Intelligence,
and brought him back to the Tacoma hotcl to sce Arnold. After
- hearing everything from Arnold and Smith, Sander recrarked that hc
was vositive that the two nen were victims of a hoax.

Major Sander then nade-a remark about the fragments,
which were lying on the floor. He started to pickaup a few of
them and told the two men that he would take then for a drive
and show them thousands of tons of the stuff. However, he said
that irnold!s fragments would have to be analysed "for the sake
of being thorough'". He then began to gather the fragnents
together and insisted that all of the pieces should be handed
over to hin,

Sander then placed the fragments in the boot of his car
and drove Arnold and Smith to a place which was apparently a
dunping ground for slag from blast furnaces. The slag looked
somewhat like the fragments, but Arnold felt sure that it was not
the same sort of material, and Sander did not offer to coripzre it
with the pieces in the boot of his care. LArnold thought that the
- slag was more like the material he had seen Crisman giving to
Brown and Davidson.

Ruppelt refers to the Maury Island case in his book,
"The Report on Unidentified Flying Cbjects".(2) For sorie obscure
reason he gives fictional names to the characters invdlved and
refers to Arnold as "Simpson". He givcs the impression that he
believes that Ray Palmer, who sent Arnold to investigate the
incident for a fee of 200 dollars, was a party to a hoax dcvised
by Crisman and his colleague, Dahi. The official Lir Force report
on the incident concluded that it was merely a hoax.

Apparently, Palmer had alrecady obtained samples of the
original material in question in this case, as well as a semple of
the slag., He published analyses of both substances in the book,
"The Coming of the Saucers", but, strangely, although he gives a
detailed analysis of the slag, only a vague indication of the
nake-up of the other substance is given, merely indicating the
metals said to Dbe present.

Lfter the lapse of over 21 years, it is doubtful if we
shall ever know the full and true story behind the events at
Tacona, but the fog of confusion created cither deliberately or
unintentionally and the peculiar actions of the people involved,
together with the failurc to pubplish a proper analysis of the
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naterial in question, is typical of many reports which followed.
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To be continued,

L brief look at the
SCUTH HERTFORDSHIRE UFO INVESTIGATION GROUP
by Barry W. Woodgate

Interest in the subject of what is termed 'ufology!
has been growing for some yearsj cach year introduces new books
and magazines the majority of which push the idea of extra-
terrestrial visitations., /i person becoming interested naturally
reads all he or she can from Adamski to Carl Sagan. Some rapidly
become convinced that alien beings are visiting us, for good or
evil reasons, and therefore do not feel the need to examinc the
evidence on its merit. Others feei the need for further
investigation but find investigating alone becomes very involved
and time consuming. This is where the advantages of a local
group help out,

If you do not have the advantages of a local group, why
not form one? That is what Ray Holmes and the Rev. Wilfred
Driskel did. They organised a meeting of people interested in
furthering their knowledge of UFOs. This meeting resulted in the
formation of the South Hertfordshire UFO Investigation Group. It
was in 1967 that Ray Holmes found that the Rev., Wilfred Driskel
shared similar interests in the subject of ufology. After many
discussions the idea of forming a local study group took shape.
Feelers were sent out to various people they felt might be
interested: it wasn't long before Rey and Wilfred came to see me,
I was extremely interested in the formation of a local group. I
offered my support and eagerly awaited the inaugural meeting.

The inaugural meeting was held in January 1968 at the
home of Wilfred Driskel, /in attendance of 22 wag recorded
including Gordon Creighton, M., FRGS, President, of BUFOR., and
Brian Winder, BSc, C.fing, MIMechi, Vice-president of BUFORL. A
Constitution was proposcd and accepted, Officials were elected to
serve until the AGM, fixed for October !68. Gordon Creighton
became our President, Brian Winder Vice~president and Dr Geoffrey
Doel Vice-president, Ray Hclmes and Wilfred Driskel were elected
joint Secretaries; I became Vice-chairman and Press Officer and
Dennis Redrup Projects Officer. .. chairman was not elected; this
gave Groun members the opportunity to take the Chair at meetings.

L series of talks was arranged for monthly meetings. These
were to acquaint members more intimately with the subject. Talks
included Brian Winder®s theory on the possible system of
propulsion UFOs might employ. Gordon Creighton interested us in
accounts of UFO sightings and landings which had taken place in
South .merica,., Peter Newman's theory certainly gave us food for
thougnt with the suggestion that UFOs might not be of extra-~
terrestrial origin. Peter'!s theory embraced the suggestion that an
elite body of gcientists, who graduated from the wizards, witches
and magicians of the past, could be responsible for conjuring up
the UFO, They, it was prcposed, operated from our own planet.
Norman Oliver gave the Group an insight into a contact case, known
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as the. 'Scoriton .ffair'. I have sone corments to rniake about
contact cases l-tcr,

There exists within the Group a committee.which is
responsiltle for covering local sightings and carrying out
investigations, This cornittee is made up of 8 men, led by.our
Field Cfficer, ..lbert Davy, FR..S. One of the most.lnterestlng
casus investigated Ly the committee was the sighting of ‘ugust 31st
/Septentber lst, This was witnessed by at least a hundreg people
in perts of Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire, ’‘mong
the vitnesses were three experienced astronomers. The Ministry of
Defonce explained the sighting as an aircraft carrying out an
ingt»uient calibration flight from London ..irport. Description of
sigiting as seen by Dr B.H.Burne, MRCS, LRCP, DPH, the ledicnl
(=7icsr of Health for . mersham: Object seen as white ring with
sineritposed red triangle in different aspects of the ring at
various tines. Through binoculars, Dr Burne described the triangle
ns Leilns a concave cone or a delta shape in three parts. He
ceseriled its novements as variable, sometimes streaking across
tire nizht sky to the left and actually across the moon, and at
¢hlier tines apparently suspenced. Many witnesses also gave a
Gescrintion of another object which resernbdled an aircraft with its
landing lights full onj this object is thought to have been the MCD
aircroft. The mystery object was also seen to eject a red flowerpot
-shaped object, which noved off at high specd. The sighting
lasted from 8 Dente to 1430 a,m.

Mnother sighting investigated by the Group concerned an
orange, globe=lilte object. This was seen over Chorleywood, Hcrts,
by at ieast eight people at threc different vantage points; all
descripticns tallied., Object was silent and moved stendily across
the night slty. ".fter checking many f~cts a balloon was ruled out,
The direcction of movement and elevation ruled out the possibility
of a satellite, Cloud coverage was 7/8 to 8/8, checked with the
Met. Office; witnesses could not see stars. /n interesting
development occurred whilst the object moved silently over
Chorleywood; it was buzzed by aircraft. It also attracted the
interest of a searchlight. The Ministry of Defence explanation was
icho 2. One more interesting point, cloud height 2,000/3,000 ft.,
object not once obscured by cloud.

The investigation committee have many nmore cases on thelr
files but it is obvious I cannot mention them all. There have been
rtany cases of motor vehicles, excludling diesels, suffering from
ignition failure at the reported moment a UFO decides to rniake an
appeorances It occurred to us to enlist the aid of the motoring
organizations whose assistance could be of great value. Patrolmen
are on duty day and night; they must stand a fair chance of
observing any unusual aerial activity, plus we have the co-operation
of the R..C to inform us of ignition failures for no apparent
reasonse This of course applies only to the area covered by the
Groun. The possibility could exist where we might be able to link
o reported sighting with the breakdown of a vehicle, or vehicles,

sLfter listening to Norman Oliver's account of his
investigation concerning a contact, I personally felt a little
worried, Norman and his co-~investigator secmed to become emotionally
involved with the whole case. I won't go into the 'Scoriton /[ ffairt,
but I would like to go on record as saying I believe it was a hoax,
and as for the messages or riddles Norman received, which led hin
on so nany wild-goose chases, I cannot believe these were the
products of an advanced brain! I have mentioned this case for a
reasony I belleve contact cases would be better investigated if the
investigations were carried out by a group,

I believe one or two independent investigators could be
swayed Ly the apparent. integrity of a good hoaxer and by the will
to believe, although they may not be conscious of this, I also feel
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that an investigation by a group whose aims are to make contact
with UFO occupants would leave a lot to be desired. When I say I
would like a group to investigate contact cases, I obviously do
not mean the whole group to descend upon the witness or contactee.
Ln investigation committee on the lines of SHUFOIG would be better
equipped to deal with such a case, and all their findings would be
reported to the group., If an evaluation was to be made then it
would be the result of a group meeting.

SHUFOIG are now forming a projects committee whose
functions will be from building UFO detectors to organizing sky-
watches, We would like to hear of projects other groups are
engaged upon. Perhaps we could help. If any groups are planning a
sky-watch we will be pleased to co-operate. .. group bulletin will
shortly be published. This will provide group news, sighting
reports, articles and informatior. in general., Contributions from
other groups will always be welcomed. The bulletin will be
available on an exchange basisj individual copies will be available
at nominal cost. We are fortunate in having as our editor Miss
Janet Gregory.

SHUFOIG now has a membership of 67, This is a very good
achievement considering we have only been in existence for just
a year. Llbert Davy, FRAS, and Graham Williams, FR..S, are to
uncertalrze the forming of S%W“LTJ northern bLranciz. nterest has
been zroused in North Lerts and the surrouniing area,; and SHUFOIG
Comilttee feel a northern section 6 organized by Llbexnt ani
Gx reham, would be of benefil. I any group would Like
witn SHUPOIG please write te BoJW.woocdgate, 51 Kinders
Lbbots Langicy, Hertfordshire.

On behalf of the South Herts UFO Investigation Group, I
would like to wish all UFO investigators and research groups a
very rewarding new yeare.

THZE TUNGUSKA.A METEORITE
by MLlan W. Sharp

At 7.17 a.me cn 30th June, 1908, travellers on the Trans-
Siberian Railway and other witnesses saw an enormcus bolide cross
the sky in a &3 to NNW’ulrePuloﬁ, leaving behind i1t a thick ana
peTS’"'Ont trail which hung in the atmosphere Jike a pall,
Immediately after the objeet disappeared from view the flash cf an
explosion was observed on the horizon and a gigantic pillar of
smoke roce high in the air where it remained for a considerable
time before dispersing. Several cGetonations were heard, although
the exact number is uncertain due to conflicting stories rrom
different witnesses, These persons also gave varying details of
thebfinal fireball, the duration of which is hence in considerable
doubt.

Seismic waves and air waves were recorded in many parts
of the world, including Ingland, and ccmputations of Ehe energy
involved in the final explosicn indicate that some 10 ergs were
releaced, equivalent to an atomic device of about 20 megatons.

This is the sort of energy agsumcd for the 4,000 ft,
Lrrzona meveorite crater which Baldwin hwas ascribed to a niciel-
»Dan p@a@f11te 130 feet in diameter travelling at 10 miles per
seccidy very little more than the escape velocity of the Earth.

Unfortunately, when the first expedition reached the
site of the Tunguska events almost 20 years after they occurred,
no large metecorite crater was found, nor has one come to light
since then, despite very thorough investigation. This is the
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nystery of the Podkanennaya Tunguska which has puzzled scientis
for decades and to explain which nany theories have been i
proposed, the latest being the explgsion of a nuclear;powgriu
snaceship or UFO which burned up after plunging out of coatrcl
into the darth's atnosphere.

ﬂ .

Other possibilities arce an encounter with a }arge liw
of anti-natter, with the nucleus of a comet{ with a big stonev‘A
~ateorite, or with an iron meteorite whose mpact.crater.has not
et Leen discovered. These proposals will be considered in reversc
orcder starting with an iron meteorite in the loo.ft. plus rangce of
sizes, or an equivalent aggregate of smaller bLodies.

Quite sinply the argument against this sugzestion restf
on two facts, the absence of any impact crater or craters and the
absence of any sizeable pieces of nickel-iron, such as are found,
for exanple, in the vicinity of the .rizona crater.

i The main explosion point of the Tunguska '"netcorite" lies
in a rezion called the South Swamp, a depression about 6 niles
long by 3 niles wide but seemingly quite natural in origin, The
word "in" is not to be taken literally, for the absence of a
crater neans that the explosion must have occurred in the air and
therefore that whatever object coused it did not reach the ground
intact.

Hence we must turn to the next possibility, a "stony"
neteorite of some kind, perhaps with sonie content of free iron.,
It is well known that such material occurs anéd forms thce najor
aggriegate of normal extraterrestrial objects which survive
passage through the ifartht!s atmosphere in megascopic form. Much
of it is friable and casily disrupted, and gencrally explodes unon
rceching the denser part of our atmosphere, No pieces of stony
neteorite have been picked up on the site, however, though tihils
T2y have been due to the considerable lapse of time between tho
fall ~nd the investigations on the spot,

Small silicate spherules have been found in abund-nce
in the arca, however, together with small spherules of magnetite.
Thesc particles allegedly originated in the colliding tody, though
it is generally accepted that meteoric iron usually occurs
uncoribined with oxygen as magnetite, except in the fusion crust
produced by passage through the atmosphere where oxidation takes
place. If the spherules did indeed come from a meteorite it is
nevertheless surprising that they should be the only surviving
evidence of its composition,

This difficulty led to the third theory, that of cometary
inpact, which has appealed largely because of the unsatisfactory
ovidence for a more normel intruder, rather than for any compelling
positive cvidesnce in its support, INo comet was seen in the Harth!s
vicinity prior to the event, and in any case the precise nature of
conietary nuclei is still a matter for speculation. The lack of
slzeable remnants of non-ices from the nucleus remains unexplained
although the million tons or so of finely divided particles which
producced extended twilight for two months after the explosion could
have been non-stony in character, in accordonce with some modern
thecrlies of cometary nuclear composition. This supposition is
unsatisfactory.

Still searching for a convincing explanation we rezch our
last two postulates, gntiumatter and space-craft engine explosions.,

Both of these fail for the reason that the ground
phenomena arc not in accordance with a suitably sized atomic or
nuclear event. The radiation-damaged and blast-damaged areas should
have Dbeen interchanged to fit in with either of these two
suggestions but in fact the effects are precisely the opnosite to
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wnhat would be expected. No cases of radiation sickness or deaths
were cever reported and the evidence of extra carbon 14 in some
1909 tree rings is conflicting and very nuch post hoc ergo
propter hoc in nature.

R.V.Gentry has written:

"Cowen et al. report an increase equivalent to about
1% in some tree rings around 1909, but Suess finds no change
whatever in another sample. These results are consistent with the
hypothesis that the Tunguska meteor was entirely anti-matter in
content,.”

Then, after some tentative calculations:-

"The observations of an eye-witness to the Tunguska
meteor explosion are significant at this point. /s Cowen et al.
point out, the fireball did not last long. S.B.Semenov, an
observer, just managed-to lower his eyes as the explosion occurred,
and when he looked again the fireball had disappeared. The account
of Kosolopov in the sare connection has similar implications,

This relatively short duration fireball (presumably only several
seconds) is difficult to reconcile with the 33 sec., fireball to be
expected from an ordinary 30 megaton thermonuclear explosion

(the caleculated equivalent yield of the Tunguska burst), It
definitely appears that the relatively short duration fireball is
roascnshle evidence against the Tunguska explosion being
thermoivzclear In nature,"

Of all the hypotheses exarmined here only the second or
nirso--stony meteorite or cometary enccunter—-are valid possibilities
ne of these the former sppeals more than the latter, which seems
o be something of a counsel of despair,

ot
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DESIGN ,.MND I, YOUT OF UrC JOURN'T.S

-

"

. by John .. Rimer

The editorial of the last issue of MUFOB coeated on
the alleged stecdginess of the dcslgn’and layout of the SR,
However our strictures were ill-tlned, as the latest icsue of
F'SR bears a new cover designed Ly Pauiine Bowen, as well as some
lrnprovenents in the internal layout. Looking at the new cover
with its distinctive logo andl straightforward use of illustrations,
one wonders why other UFO publi¢cations apnear to have difficulty
in presenting a well-lesigned Tornate.

Whilst riost bulletins and journals a2re snall duplicat-
affairs there 1s little that c¢~n e done, excent to naintain the
highest standards of tyving and Juplicnting. Fowever an increasiig
nuniber of jcurnels are being printed by the »nhoto-=litho netne’,
which allows almcst ccoriplete frecedom of design and illustrotion.
Uafortunately, with this freedon nagazine editors apvear tc g
cuipletely haywire, filling their pages with as neny differcnt
kinds f lettering, headings, illustrations and assorted
crnanents and arabesques as they can. It is an axion in Jesiza
tiirt the greater the frecdom the printing process afforis, the
crcater is the nced for restraint in design. Sinole arrangencents
cf text an? illustrations, tight controcl of typcfaces used for
headings, and a resistance to the imnulse to put something in
just to rill up the space, are orine requisites for anyone
~Ltennting to design their ovm UFC :1agazine.

The design of UFO literaturc is not just some acodenic
proklert, but a subject that is yery relevant to the work of UFC
editorses It is verhavs unfortunate, but true, that the nanmearance
of "2 nagazine conditions to a considerable extent wiiich neonle
will read it. The typileal UFO periodical, leoking like ~ cross
betweenn a nineteen~forties cony of ".mazing Cuories" oad the
local cuilege ragenag, nay be lappved up avi?ly by the aficionado,
but is nariiy likely to Le appreciated by ¢he interested outsider,

+ + + + + 4+ + + + + + + +
SKYW.TCHING ..ND SiLF-D.CuPTICN - - o o

411 critigdal students of the UFC phenoncena will be aware
cf the creciulity and self-deception which often afflict those who
indulge in the pastine known as skywatching. For the Dbenefit of
those who tend to attach too much weight to skywatceh UFQ reports
we quute the following paragraphs from SIUFOP Newsletter (1).

"Knowing little about the subject of "Unidentified Flying
Objecte" or "Flying Saucers" when it was formed, the Socilety
realised, after interviecwing a mere handful of people who clained
tc have seen UFOs, that nearly all of then had two things in
ccrmon - a large science ?icf¥on 1ibrary and a vivid inagination.
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However, it was considered very probable that sonething in the sky
had triggered off the latter, and so a series of all night sky
watches were conducted from various hills arounfl the country in
orler to try an? see a "UFO", ulach hill chosen had a history of
UFOs even if this was only one or two recent sightings in the
vicinity. - _ :

"One of the early watches had no sooner started than it
was a success. UFOs were seen, six together at one stage. Imaginat-
ions exploded (at least mine did). Time exposure photographs were
taken and processed in the early hours of the ncorning. It was
several days before it was adnitted that the photographs bore
little resemblance to the objects seen and it was two weeks before
sonebcdy returned to the spot with powerful binoculars and very

- scberly observed car headlamps on a distant hill - an invaluable
lesson in nany wayse

"Somewhat wlser, other watches followed, a curious point
notcecd was the nunber of other people also standing on the tons of
hills, looking for UFOs, flying saucers, scout vessels, SKkYy
people, Master ships or pulsators = terms wc soon cane across
Auring conversations with these watchers, Much of SIUFOP's
present UFO knowledge was obtained on these somewhat odd encounters,
vhen acroplanes, satellites and shooting stars were exeitedly
pointed out and descrited as '"zige~zagging flying saucers", etc.
!1though the Society tried to appnroach each new sighting renocrt
with an open mind, scepticisn crept in, and being frequently tolc,
"Toutve just nissed a beauty", when arriving on a hill, dicd nct
help very riuch."

Reference (1). "Conclusions ./.fter One Year", by D.I.Simpson,

CIUFCP lewsletter No.8, Novenmber 1968. .iditor: ...M.illiott,
119 Fairfax Road, Teddington, Middlesex.

L ek T T P T Y =

GU=ZSS WHO?  _ _ 1o prizes offered

In a recent novel, "The Fanily Man", by John Gale(l),
there is an episode in which the hero of the story, a Journalist,
is sent down to thec West Country to report "unexplained phenonena
seen and hear? in a small town near Salisbury Plain." Ho neets
various people skywatching on the hills around the towm and they
suggest that he contact their lceadery Dr Mountain Lawle&sSiee

"!Dr Lawless went out last night alone,'! sald the
stocklbroker's clerke. 'He kept everybody else backe He sat in a
chair and flashed his torch on and off. It night seen peculiars
but if they were wanting to contact anycne, he'd have been a
sultabtle person, sort of thing. Dr Lawless is a doetor of
philosophy.!

"tHave the "things" come to rescue us from our plight??
I asked.

"tlell, 1f they have, they haven't succeeded yet, have
they?!

"The young men went in search of Dr Lawless, and later
that night we sat with him in the back of a lighted van, while
rain drunred on the roof., He was a comfortably-built man of fifty,
vith a brown face, silver hair, striking grey eyes, tweed coat,
%nd light k%aki drill trousers: he looked like a sort of nagical
arlGrleees .

_ Dr Lawless explains his strange activities of the

prcvious nights -

""Last night I went about half a nile up the field there
t? one side of the coppice and sat for about an hour in the
nidile of a triangle of lightse Nothing in particular hapnened
that!s worth recording. Really, in sorne sense, I was trying to
prove a negabtlves We do have a lot of crank eiements in this
fields If anything had happened I should have Leen very surprised,
I sec no reason why these things should cone at our beckoning. '™
R (Reference(l). Hodder and Stoughton Ltd, 25/-)
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"SILENC.RS" IIT ENGLAND

Since publishing an article concerning reports of UXC
investigators and witnesses being "silenced" we have received only
two reports of similar iancidents in ingland.

Mr Brian Leathley-indrew, of Coventry, started a UFO
information bureau in September, 1968, and closed it down a few
nmonths later because of strange experiences and incidentse The
first disturbing thing that happened was trouble with his telephone
when using it for UFC business, This began on the second day after
onening his information bureau., When he tried to use the telephone,
it either went dead, or he got the engaged signal., This hapnened
atout eight or nine times out of ten. Trouble occurred only on
outgoing calls connected with UFOse.

The only really odd incoming call was fron a nen who
soclze "nerfect text-book fnglish" and refused to give his name, Ile
aporcarcd to be very knowledgeable on the subject of UFOs and asked
a qwiber of searching questions. One odd question he asked Mr
Leathlev-.ndrew was if a Coventry woman had beesn in touch with him
to tell hin that she had seen aliens working on a space-ship in a
Ccventry factory.

Another inecident occurred during a visit to a house on UFO
busiiess, when the lights dimmed several times, Mr Leathley-indrew,
a radio and television engineer, regards this as being very unusual
and connects it with the other odd incidentse.

_ The final straw came when Mr Leathley-indrew was working on
the underside of his car one evening. He came out from under the car
to get something when he suddenly noticed something looking lilke a
persony except that its head was glowing red, like a neon light. As
he watched the apnarition the head changed to that of an o0ld man. It
then walked away, but Mr Leathley=-Andrew was in no condition to
follow ite. Greatly concerned, he took this as a warning to cease his
UF0 investigations and he burned his notes on the subject that
evening. Strangely enough, he apnarently cannot renember the date
of thls startling incidcn%. It scens 1t was a Sunday evening "between
late September and early ovember,

. Mr Leathley-Andrew is quoted in the Coventry Evening
Telegreph as saying: "I want to publicly warn all tecnage hobbyists
that this is nothing to dabble in lightly."

Meanwhile, there has been trouble in the Slough ALerial
Phenomena Research Association, Several members have been visited bty
two rien who esked questions about thie group. They asked about sky-
watch activities, membership, finances and other members, On one of
thoir visits they said they were from the "IMW!", whatever that nay

be. °

Apnarently, thelr questionings and telephone calls were
supncsed to alarm members and one of the members, Mr S.G.Salter,
Leclieves that the whole business is merely a hoaxs His opinion 1s
tihiat some locel people have been reading too many '"MIB Dbooks". Mr
Salter points out that hoaxes have been played on the group before,
so niost nembers are naturally sceptical, '

A nunmber of members have left the group: this is not
becruse of the nmysterious visitors, but because of an internal
difference of oplnion. Such differences are, of course, inevitable
and quite cormon in organizations which deal with subjects as
contentious as ufology.

There does not, on the face of it, appear to be anything
particularly nysterious about the incidents in the Slough group.
The experiences of Mr Leathley-Andrcw do not seen so startling
when examined critically., The episode of the dimming lights is not
very convincing. Even if it is unusual there would seen to be no
logical reason to connect it with UFCs. Also, it is strange that
he cannot renember the date of his startling vision of the being
with the glowing hcad. So far as the telephone troubles are
concerned, we would nced more details in order to evaluate themn.,
Whatever the explanation of Mr Leathlcy-indrew!s experiences, there
is no reason to doubt his sincerity,
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"Silencers" in HEngland: Acknowledgenents to Dennis Llewellyn, of
Stratford-upon-£Lven Branch of BUFCR4, S.G.Salter,of Slough Aerial
Phenomena Research Association, Barry W,Woodgate, of South
Hertfordshire UFO Investigation Group, and David Abbott, of UFC
Information Bureau, Northampton, for information and press cuttingzs,

North Sea UFC Mystery

On January 10, mysterious distress signals coincided wita
an unidentified blip on radar scrcens. Radio messages picked up ot
The Heogue said the position of the aircraft was given as 22 :iles
off Flamborough Eead, Humber radio reported the height of the
aircraft as 30,000 feet, No known aircraft, civil or military wverc
reported to be in that area,

Lt Lindholme, radar observers saw objects crossing the
Horth Sea. They appeared to land in North Lincolnshire.

Police on the Yorkshire and Lincolnshire coastline
ordered road patrols to maintain an aeriel watch and ships ian the
North Sea were asked to keep a look-out for wreckage. Nothing was
found and the object remained unidentified,

L spokesman at Preston Air Traffic Control said: "Virtually
all sightings of this kind are accidents resulting from the extreme
sensitivity of our instruments." In Lorndon a Defence liinlcstry
spokesman said several freak contacts had been »icked up on radar :
screens which could have been wreckage falling out of the sky, btut 5 ’

no British civilian or military aircraft was unaccounted fore

(Sources: Liverpool Echo, 10/1/69; Guardian, 11/1/69; Daily iiail,
11/1/69)
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