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E D I T 0 R I A 1 

C ondon Report - As Predicted 

The Condon Report has now been published. We have not yet 
seen a copy, but vre understand that it is just as predicted by 
ufologists everyvrhere. It is long (1,465 pages) and gives the 
impression� at first glance, of concluding that the ··UFO probler.1 is 
not 1L1portant. 

Also • as predicted - it concludes that we are not being 
visited by alien space-craft but its authors go further. They 
state: 11�-Je consider it safe to assu1ne that no I.L.li:.(intelligent lif e 
elsewhere) out side our solar system has any possibility of visiting 
�arth in the next 10,000 years." As for how they arrived at that 
figure, your guess is as good as ours. This statement is a good 
example of what Dr Hynek te rmed "cosmic provincialism". 

The long-p�edicted s torm over the report has already broken 
out in the u.s.A,, wi th M�jor Keyhoe loudly denow!cing it as yet 
another .. "..ir Force vlhi tewash. 

Although the Report may turn out to contain.interesting 
in�ormation, the reported conclusions are unlikely to be taken 

� seriou sly by ufologists, whatever their views on the subj ect . 

Confidence in the Condon CoL1mittee has been continually sapped by 
the antics a.nd attitudes of some of its members and, notably, the 
publication of Robert Low's notorious memo. 

1;\Je will make further conments on the report vrhen more 
details are available. 

+ = + = + = + = + � + = + = + 
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NEW HOPE FOR EXTRATERRESTRIAL COMt1UNif!.::\TION? 

by P. E. H )1 '\kins 

Ever since Einstein's Special Theory of otelati vi ty, 
theoretical evidence has been weighted against an:� body travelling 
with a velocity faster than that of light. In ott.E r 0 words, 0 t_he 
velocity of light, about 186,000 miles per second, lS cons1�ered as· 
being the ceiling velocity that a body or particle may atta1n. 

The simple explanation of this phenomenon .1. 3 that · -�. 

as a body is accelerated towards the speed of light\ the m�ss �f 
the body increases, and thus more energy is requirea -.:� �a1nta1n 
the acceleration of the body. Such a process for2s a v .. c1�us 
circle represented-by Einstein's equation E =MC , whsre .l!i is 
en ergy , M is mass and C is a constant, the speed of l�ght.OAs 
Einstein said concerning velocities greater than that of llght: 
"They have no possibility of existence." 

It is obvious that such a law of science limit�� space 
exploration in a very negative mannero Consider the nearest star, 
Alpha Centauri, which lies approximately four and a halr ligh� 
years distant from the Earth. Such a journey to J.�.lpha Cer. taurl in 
a hypothetical rccket that could travel at the speed of light 
wov.ld take nine years for the round trip. Since rockets wil._l never 
be able to attain the speed of light because of the energy,'mass 
relationship the journey would take many times longer. The 
undertaking of such a journey by conventional standards wo�td be 
impossible. 

Radio links with extraterrestrial civj_lisations wo1ud 
also be a long drawn out process since radio waves travel �ri.th 
practically the same velocity E� as light. Should our astron�ners 
locate an advanced civilisation in the neighbourhood of, say, 
�psilon Eridani a message beamed from the Earth would take eleven 
and a half years to reach its destination$ The ans-v1er to our 
message would be received twenty-three ye.ars after the origina:·. 
transmission. Under such conditions one tends to ask whether stch 
a link would be of any value, apart from the extreme cost and 
difficulty involved in searching for such a civilisation. The 
modern trend in scientific thinking is that the Earth is one of 
millions of i�habited planets in a universe teeming with life, 
and yet we are is�ated beyond all comprehension. 

Now the revolutionary theory of an }Jnerican physicist, 
Dr Gerald Fienberg, of Columbia University, may change our whole 
concept of the universe. He has postulated the existence of a new 
particle, the tachyon (from a Greek word meaning ' s-r,'lift ' ) whj_�h 
he believes permeates the universe travelling in so:u1e case.s 1.vi th 
almost infinite velocity, 1.v-hich it achieves by losir�g energy as 
it gains velocity. Dr Fienberg's hypothesis itself qerive s  from 
the basis of Einsteints equations and at 'least appears plausible 
to some theoretical physi cists . 

Atter.o_pts to detect the tachyon have so far fail�da It can 
only exist ;:J.bove t:be speed of light and it may not be electrically 
charged. Consequently the task of developing a suitable technique 
for detecting it is very difficult indeed. 

Should Dr Fienberg discover the tachyon, then the dreams· 
of science fiction writers may weilil come t:cueo It could provj_de a 
tool for instantly communiC!ating across the vast reaches of space 
-�nd timeo il.ctual space trHvel at er above the speed of light 
1-vould still remain an impossibillty, but tachyon beams mi·ght be 
able to transfer energy over tremendouE distances- .. �somothing that 
is a� �r?sent impossible due to the inverse square law. Still, the 
posslblllty of communicating with an extraterrestrial civilisation 
via a tachyon beam is an exciting prospect that could either bring 

' 

" 
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g�eat benefits to mankind, or complete destruction through misuse. 
L.::··c "J.S ·hope that Dr l'�i-4nb.erg' o cAa.r.;:;;h · ... ;� -: � n.�-t be rrn.i tless • 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

ACC�SS TO INFORM;�TION: RECORDING /..ND RETRI.l!JVAL 

by John �. Rimmer 

The July-August issue of this Bulletin published a short 
list of UFO periodicals held in public libraries, and asked for 
information about unlisted library holdings. The lack of response 
to this appeal, and investigations subsequently carried out, 
would indicate that there is very little UFO literature available 
in the public library service, especially periodical literature. 
Most of the.works on ufology in the public libraries are of the 
popular type from the large commercial publishecs, which most 
serious researchers already have in their private collections, and 
which are of limited value to anybody attempting an in depth study 
of any particular facet of the UFO problem. The need is, then, for 
some centrally organi?;ed system of making available a m.u�h t·rider 
I·;_: .. -:-E::2 :-:-.f �� r:.�"'c·rm.A.t =.c::1 :-::-:-:_!.:�.�t�:._� t��an is currently accesst8�.·2 5.n the 
--. �,: 7 ·· . : -: '; -- '":' , • •  ; t=· d ":) .... . ,.-l- i --,�·; ., .- .,..._-. -·.· 1. n regard to the 1. nforrllc ..!-...; r-n J_ 'J.r t }-:..·. · .. ·-" .. . .. .. J.'�- .. . 1 �:"') !"'-!.·. '-· · t._.�_ _ _  .,._�-'., ·'-J l:..l C.L' - '· '  ul Cl. 
·'; -� ·;.·,·: :�-:� �:-.c.r: j il .::""'•"J�l'(J .. ,,,,·.--:-�n']-:..·. small prl·vately publl" Sll�d 'T.Torks -·� . .\. �- .. . ... . �. . . . . (:. ... . t-.. it• � "-"'-'· __ n ___ -::. -�� V'J ' 
,..:._ .... ·: -�--=�·�··'"':_:.-:..:12:J.·r:::.:,, :::�"'-�.(�(���·.J.-:�0. UFO magazines. 

:vJ.o0-:. ·;�i}\) c:::--:-•l.·P�.:.: 1;Jc�intain a library, varying from small 
c�·-·: ·; .- -� i_·�---,:��s et ;� . � s w ·{Japerbacks and magazines to large, comprehensive 
and �.,rell organized collections. Collectively all these libraries 
must contain a major proportion of all British published UFO 
literature, and a considerable proportion of overseas material. 
However the value of this is largely waste-d, being ·only available 
to the members of a particular group. Even when groups are willing 
to lend material from their libraries (a�d understandably not all 
g�::. ... o� .. ·c:.::3 8.Y'e ,.v'r:_J_J.lng to do this, having learned from bitter experience 
thG d.::t::-1ger of loss, damage and downright theft) there rer:1ains the 
problem of kno-vring in which library any particular .piece of material 
is he.ld., 

�ven when material is readily available there is a 
cor.:.siderable problem in putting it to pra:::!ti.cal use, and using it 
for obtaining specific informatio!1, rather than just a particular 
book�lc;·t or issue of a periodical. There is no way in tvhich a· 
re :'·-��:;_":'(;hel", investigating , say, the physical evidence of UFO landing 
repv:·::s, can obtain a list of references to information in UFO 
jourr..al.s. At the moment such items can only be traced through the 
r€Jea:rc�her' s personal knowle6ge of the li t.erC1.ture, references from 
fe1low researchers, and other rather haphazard 121ethods. Only in 
one fi0l.d of the subject is there any efficient form of information 
rs-�J..·j_e,ta1o This is the Cambridge and London Universities� 
computer record of UFO sighting reports, which enables ready access 
to all known facts about these reports. However such direct analysis 
of sighting reports is now only a snall, and some would say a 
diTiinishing, part of total UFO investigation. There is no guiding 
or j_y-tdex�_n.g system· to the great bulk of UFO 1 i. terature, and more 
E-�:p•_·:·�-�--�J.J .. y to the fin�'Jinv3 c:.nu. ;�;,1l1cJu;:d r:.:n:::; � ;f c·R:l7lier reFn::t:r-chs:;.:·s 
0�� :::. ·:�1�·8cts of UFO problE;:.i!3) 

Contrast thi.s now to the si<��'�::i� 7 ·.>t1 that exists in othn·L·· 
::·-�.>_,;,-· ·' .:-1. science and the humanities� ;:(�r'e there is a wide :·::-�:,1 

·:·· ·:�;:.>�·�-_._.::·::�·::ive system of indexing and c.::..'�·::;racting services·, -v,:-_I:I:i.ch 
!.' :: :. -' :: .. :� : : ·:·��e needed bibliographical details that pinpoint the 
2·::,-�rcE.: .:- of required information. Such publications as "Chemical 
Abstracts", "Physical Abstracts", "Art Index" cover a wide range 
of pu�lication� in their chosen �ir:-lds, carefully selecting all 
materlal that lS of Value, and g1v1ng ro�erences directly back to 
the original publication. 
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What then can be done to nrov:i c'c- �imil.ar facilities to the 

serious ufologist? The fj �-,:jt :noc:<:f io !'or �ome sort of
. 

centra.�i.zea 
national clearing-hou5e for the �nte�lend1ng of mater1�l •. Th�s 
could be patterned on the Region�l L1�rary Bureaux t�at prov1de such 
a service for Britain's public l1brar1es. Based on n1ne regional 
centres, these �lrPaux maintain a complete catalogue of library 
stocks in tbeir· areas, so that any book can be traced to the 
libraries that hold copies. Any library seeking a particular book 
is thus able to borrow it from another library through the RLB 
headquarters. How, in the context of UFO research, could such a· 
system be established? Firstly by the creation of a Natmonal 
Union Catalogue. UFO groups participating in the scheme would send 
details, in a standardized form, to t�e central clear�ng-house� 
Secondly by the development of some v1able system of 1nterlend1ng. 
This would be done basically by direct postal lending of material. 
The central bureau would maintain a detailed record of all loan 
transactions, to provide a safeguard against any danger of loss, 
damage or theft. For particularly scarce or valuable material there 
could be some system of cash depositso It would be advisable for 
the bureau to have access to Xerox, photocopying and microfilm 
equipment. Such a system would obviously require a certain amount 
of money, which would have to be provided from a levy on groups 
using the servicese 

The problem of the provision of a national UFO catalogue 
and interlending system is largely one of the mechanics of the 
operation. With an adequate amount of money and group co-operation 
such a system could be built up in a comparatively short period of 
time� It is in the second requirement, that of a workable system 
of infornation retrieval, that there is the need for a large amount 

·Of detailed and original work. The ideal would be a large "Index 
of UFO Literaturen, covering ali the main UFO periodicals in 
English, and as comprehens1vely as possible in other languages. 
This vvould then_ be kept up to date with a periodical supplement, 
covering current literature as it is published. It would seem to 
be, however, that this ideal is now probably beyond reach, at 
least as far as indexing all the extant material is concerned. The 
most that can be hoped for is the indexing of the larger and more 
important periodicals, where there is access to adequate files, 
\vhich are in some instances already indexed. Similarly in the 
surveying of current public_ations there will be some small, 
ephemeral newssheets that will slip through even the most efficient 
indexing net. However, for the most part, any good indexing 
organization should be able to record all that is of value to 
researchers. 

It would be impossible in the present state of UFO study 
in this country to operate a central indexing system similar to the 
centralized interlending system, as this would require a full time 
staff and ccnsiderable funds, even just for the purchase of an 
adequate supply of source material & It seems inevitable the:n that 
the work on such an index v:ould have to be spread, even on an 
international scale, It "'•Jou10. be essential under these circumstances 
to maintain a strong degree of consistency in the operation of the 
system. The indexi ng and abstracting j ournal s mentioned above are 
all based on various schemes of classification to provide the basic 
structure of the index. The most familiar system of J.i i.,erature 
classification in the English speaking world is the De-w-ey Decimal 
Classification, which is used by about So% of Briti3h libraries, arld 
a development of it� the Universal Decimal Cl:1ssificatj_on (UDC) 
which is particularly suited to scientific a.'ld to�hnical J.tbra!'ies., 
These systems are constructPd so that any bock or pe:'"'iodica.�;. art::i_cle 
can generally be cata.:!.0gued at o:0.e and only one place in ·cho 
scheme() This ensures almost total consj_stency, c.nd 1n m.0st 0-ases a 
book will be classJtied in the same way in every �-j_"brary using the 
system. If a classification system is used for UFO materialo. it 
wolL!-d me8.n �hat a co-ordinat�d i.ridexing system could be operated by 
a Wlde-rang1ng group of peopl8, ·�vl15.lst Elaint;alning an objecti -r;re and 
unbiased basis that is essen.tial in such a contentious subject as 
ufology. 

• 
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ThG d1�a1.vbncl{ is� of course, that no adequate systo!n of 

classification exists� T�e present �yste�s give. 
no k�n� of ·. 

sutdivisions for their entry .under 1JF'Gs., In fac-e aos·c 1.gnore .the 
topic o.l together, A �lassifl.CP..tion system '\vould hn.V? to b� · ·  

snec i2.lly COEStructad to noet the w"liquA nec;ds of tne SUDJOCt. It 
c �uld only be done �s a f�irly long-tern project, and probabl�. 
not by one person. It vJ"ould 'be: b<-;St done by a tean, represent1ng 
various asry ects of the · U£i'O study, nnd ·at least Q!1e person 
adequately

.: 
qual:i.fi�d in c·ataloguir...g and classificnti.on" In thts 

corm try it could prol;;aLly only be done by one ot_· the u..ni vc�si ty 
groups , Thoy have nc;cess to a vli.de range of peopl e e�-\.pc�·t J_n the 
various .fiC;lds of study t�'1at \•Jou.ld be requ.ired for sucl_ 0. project. 
They also hC".ve in tho Inp8r-i al. Colloge,,._..CUGIUFO eor:1puter :project, 
consfder2.ble exuor.ience in the const.ructio:1 and. use of a 

· 

classifico.tion sehenc for sighting reports' tUld a computer 
l�.nguage for .processing these reports.! · 

\1Jhen such a classificr..tion schc1�1e 1 s producedj poter:tial 
indexers would be instructud in its use, end a co-ordiTh�ting 
cGntre would be established to colJate the work of the various 
pooplo, allocate the work mJongst the conpe t ent indexers� and 
publish the finished i�dexos at r�gulrtr intervals, 

It is obvious that the ai� of en international, or oven 
national, indexing service, is one for the future .  However the 
first projoct, that of a nati onal interlending syste�, is onu 
tl1�.t could begin virtually ibnediately. If the c entral Bureau 
\tJ�S ostablishG d , all pa'rticipating groups could send dotails cf 
thc:ir com-,rJlete 11 brary to it. They could indicnte i.-vhich !.Ja,te:-irtl 
would te avail3. ble for direct postal loan, which would be 1 on..r1ed 
1mder specio.l conditions, and which could not be .loa.ned, but 
�oulc1 be distributed in the foro of a photocopy. vfunt is i'lecded 
in the first J_ns1_�ance is a general dl scus.slon ar.1one st Br'i.ti st .. 
groups on this problem to decide on such questions as fees and 
organ:i zational ::1ethocis, as well as i ... he no1:1in&tion of some p e rson 
or group as the Centrni Bureau 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + � + � + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

L 2TTER T 0 

De nr J olLYl , 

rr . 'tT .1 
... .i.l .1-!J � D I T 0 R 

Tut-tut: V.Jho gave you the erroneous impression that I 
was lfvcry c.n.'1oyedj1 over H HUFOB article about my cor.u�18nts at the 
Northern B1-rpOR.t'. Conference in 1966? Frankly, I did not see the 
articl0 in question, and when I lo arnod at s econd-h�nd its conte nts 
I '\I.Jas rathe:r· anusod nore t:O.an anything clsel Y8s, I do have a 
sense of hunour and readily realise that even the most painstaking 
of ufolo gi sts t-1..rc suscepti blo to r.1onm1ental lGg-pulling as much 
as any non-crrrnksll 

Seriously, though , ,,re are all unpaid que sters for 
ultinP..te truths in this unique field of researeh: so I cannot 
cor.rprchcnd -vrhy there i s  a s trong eleaent of cross-purpose e.nd 
unheZl.lthy argun1ent (which is negative and not constructive) 
bGt:He-;� people ltrho (1) definitely beJ.ieve in the existence of 
1JFCs; nnd (2) should pool their resources and brain power in 
resolving as m:my angles of the overall enigma- as is possible_, 

In your book wri to-up (thank you kindly, by the \l}<ly) 
�ou

. 
refe� to the

. 
M�y

. 
27-28 skyvratch as though it· wc;.s of impo:rtar1ee .. 1 d1 d no"t deal i.-vl tn 1 t bee ause":'"-on sensible reflectlon-.-I a� reed 

t�10._t this
, 
'..-la� a lightning phenor1enon and not renot ely conne�ted v.rl th the ·' Thlng''.: I� '\I.Jas 11 weekend among r:h-V�, to us, and had no 

relev2..nce to u.foJ.og1cal advMcemento Hope .YOU did not get too wet 
anyway? We are ilv,ret" enough already l in the eyes and minds.., of most 
people, unfortunately� I don't think w� can go very far wrong if 
we are sincer·e in our seeking� and no HIB will deter our team 
anyway! There i§ a hostj_le .factor, but it is- ·mainly earthbormd • •  � 
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I wonder incidentally, whether Alan Sharp has had any reason or 
cause to

'
change his views that Qar�h scj_e,nqe anQ �easurer��nts can 

fully explain al� connecting with the.�ys�ery of UFOsc One.can. 
certainly bee too dogmatic, and there1n l1es obtuseness wh1�h lS 

just as dangerOUS as complete gullibility over any data con1ng to 
light. 

Thank you for your mag. It's quite bright, even if a 
little pedestri�m· in attitude towards things I consider �atter 
most .. Look out of your window� cars, hou.ses, road, cloth1ng� shpps 
and their varied waresooo every one of these material things has 
first had its birth in the mind or spirito Therefore the 
spiritual domain is far more important and relevant in all things 
than the physical" Think it overo Walk in peace. Truly, Arthur 
Shuttlewood, 17 Portway, Warminster, Wilt�hire(t 

THE _SEARCH FOR ph'YSICA� �\TIDENQE 

by John Ha rney 

PART ON� 

Introduction 
t '\.., 

Since 1947, the hypothesis that UFOs are spaceships from 
other planets has,been popular. Accordingly, many ufolog.ists-·have 
devoted much time and effort to att em.pts . to obtain phys ic al 
evidence of such visitations. Physica�:. evidence can take · rr.1c.ny forms . 
and, unfor tunately for the protar:onis·�s of the interplanetary , 

spaceships theory, can be subject to m<:iny diffe�.ent inte:rp:t:etatio:ns. 
I:.1. this series an attempt is :mar.le tu rev·iew some of. the 

physical evidence and alleged physical evidence which has come to 
light during the past t\venty year so There is no doubt that, dtJ..:cirJ.g 
this period , .ufologists have cor1.e a.cross a certain amount of 
physical e vlden�e during their researches=-but physical evidence of 
1Alhat? 

�es of Evidence to be Consider,3d. 

In this series we will c onfine our attentions to the 
following types of eviG.ence , real o.r all8gedg 

· lo Sr.�.bstances or objects sa::..d t o  have been jetti:)oned by, 
ejected by� or f allen from� UFqs� 

2a Reports of captu1�ed .UFOs and their occupants., 

by UFOso 
3 o Nar1'..:ing s on the grcw."ld, dcu:1age, etc o allegedly caused 

UFOs., 
4o Physical in j ur i es to \.\d.tnesses all eg e dly caused by 

The Maur·z.__Is1Rn.d Case 

Strangely enough, as in several other aspects of the UFO 
mystery, we rrn1st consuJt Arnold � s account of hj_ s investigations of 
the alleged Ma1_1ry Island sight i ng of 1947 (1) to find the precedent 
for sub sequent reports of phys:lca.l evi dence of 1JFOs. . 

'lhe main physical evj_dence in this case was described as 
looking like slag, and ·vras s aid to have been seen f,qlling from a 
UFOa Some of this material was given to Kenneth Arnold and he 
kept it in his hotel room dur:Lng his stay in Tacona for his 
investigation of the incident9 During his i nve s tig ations Arnold 
\"ll;o had, a.lren�y called in his friend J Captain Smith:> an airline' 
p1 lot , �o ass1st, felt that he was getting out of his denth with all the my�ter� OUS inciden.ts Which were Rppare:ntly· CCCUrring and 
he called 1n Ll eutenant Brown and Captain Davidson1 of Nilitary 
Intelligenc0. 

-

Bro1tm and Davidson saw the fl�P.gments, but, accordi.ng to �rnold, seemed to suddenly lose interest after one of the witnesses ln the � ase , Fred L ., Cri sraa...YJ. ,  c.fferc�d to go home and get a box of fragmencs from the UFO to present to the officers� The offi�ers 
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insisted that they had to get bac k  to their base at Hamilton 
Field, California and Arnold pleaded with them to stay the night� 
ospecin1ly in view· of the fact that they· were both obviously tJr:::.� o 

Just as the transport arrived to take the officers back to 
their aircraft at McChord Field, Cris�an arrived with a c �rdboard 
box full of c hunks of materic=tl which, Arnold noticed, seerJed to be 
sonewhat different fron th e fragnents in his hotel roon. The 
frrtgmcnts we re handed over· to Bro"W!l and Davidson and they drove 
away. 

The noxt !:.lorning Kenneth Arnold and CC!.ptain S!Ji th were 
horrifie d to learn thnt Brown and Davidson were dead. Their 
aircraft had crashed sone twenty ninutes after take -off fron 

· McC hord Field . 
T't.vO other men who were in the aircraft had parachuted to 

safety. One of the survivors told how Brown and Davidson �ad 
loaded a henvy cardboard box on to the plane. vmen one of t�e 
sngines caught fire and the extinguishing device failed to 
ope r ate ; Lt. Brown ordered him and the flight engineer to junp. 
It is said that the survivors wntched the burning plane for a 
period of from nine to-eleven �inutes during their desc ent . This 
observation hns naturally caused· much spec ul-l.tion as to why 
Brown and Davidson.did not jtm1p out. 

A loc C'.l nei..vspaper, the "Tacona TiMes " , published a 
sensational - report. of the tragedy , containing suggestions that 
the plane had been sabotaged in order to prevent the shipr:.1ent of 
flying disc frQg�ents to Hanilton Field • 

. · The next ma j or deve lopment , so far as the physical 
evidence is conc�rned-, in the tortuously complicated story of 

· l' .. rnold 1-s adventures .in Tacoma came when Captain Smith ,,rent to 
McChOrd £iold to consult Hajor S ander of S-2 Arr.1y Intelligence, 
and brought him back to· t he TacoDa hotel to see l.rnold. J fter 

·hearing everything fron_ Arnold and Smith, Sander ·rer1arked that he 
1.v0.s po'si ti ve that the two nen were victir:1s of a hoax. -

Major .Sander then nade·a remark about the fr agments , 
which were lying on the floor.- He started to pick··1UP a fe-vr of 
then and told the t'\vO nen that he would ·take then for a drive 
and show theEl thousands of toris of the stuff. However, he said 
tha� L.rnold ' s .frn.gnents would have to be analysed "for the sake 
of being thoroughu • . He then began to gather the fragaents 
together �nd .insisted that all of the pieces should be handed 
over to hir-1. 

Sander then place·d the frn.gments in the· boot- of his car 
and drove Arnol d · and Smith to n pl ac e which 1.vas apparently a 
dmJping ground for slag fro� blast furnaces. - The slag looked 
somewhat like the fragments, - but Arnold felt sure that it uas not 
the same sort of material , and Sander did not offer to conp-:.t.re it 
with the pieces in the boot of his c ar. Arnold thought tn�t the 
slag was more like the material he had seen Crisnan giving to 
Brown and Davidson . 

Ruppelt refers to the Maury Island c ase in his book, 
"The Report on Unidentified Flying Objectsn. (2) For sor·1e obscure 
reason he gives fictional names to the characters invmlved and 
refers to l. rnold as " Simpson " . He gives the impression that he 
believes that Ray Palmer, who sent Arnold to--investigate t he 
incident for a fee of 200 dollars was a party to a hoax devised 
by CrisBan and his colle ague , Dahi . The official Air Force report 
on the incident c oncluded that it was merely a hoax. 

· 

Apparently, Pal�or had already obtained S8�Ples of the 
original material

.
in question �n this. case , as well as a s�mple of 

t�e slag� He publ�shed analyses of both substances in the book , 
11 J.he C oml ng of the Saucers" , but, strangely, although he gives a 
detailed analysis of the slag, only a vague indication of the 
nake-up of the other substance is gi veri,. r.1erely indicating the 
metals said to be pre sent . 

After the lapse of over 21 years, it is doubtful if we 
shall ever Ianow the full and true story_behind the events at 
Ta?oma, �ut the fog of confusion created either deliberately or 
tmlntentJ.or:ally and �he pec uliar actions of the people involve d , 
together w�th the fa1luro to puplish a proper analysis of the 



1'1UFOB 1 - 6 0  -

mat e ri al in que st i on ,  i s  typ i c al of many r ep o r t s whi c h  f o l l o-w·e d . 
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� brief l o ok at the 

SOUTH HERTFO RDSHI RE UFO I�WEST IGAT I O N  GROUP 

by Barry w .  Wo odgat e  

Int e re s t in t h e  sub j ec t  of what i s  t e rme d ' uf o l ogy ' 
has be en g r owing f o r  some yea r s �  e ac h  ye ar int r o duc e s  ne1v book s  
and mag a zine s the m a j ori ty o f  whi c h  pu sh the i de a  o f  ext r a ­
t e rre s t r i al vi s i t at i on s . A p e r s on bec oming i nt e re s t e d  natur ally 
read s al l he or she c an f r om Adam ski to C arl Sag an . Some r ap i dly 
be c ome c onvinc e d  that ali en being s are vi sit ing u s , f o r  g o od o r  
evi l r e a s on s , and there f or e  d o  n o t  f e e l  t h e  ne e d  t o  examine the 
evi denc e on i t s me r i t .  O the r s f e e i  the ne e d  f or fur the r 
inve sti g at i on but find inve s t i g ating al one be c ome s ve ry i nvolve d 
and t ime c on suming . Thi s i s  where the advant age s of a l oc al 
group help out � 

I f  you do not have the advant ag e s of a l o c al g r oup , why 
not f o rM one ? That i s  what Ray Holme s and the Rev . Wi lfre d 
Dri ske l di d .  They or g ani s � d  a me e t ing of p e ople int e re st e d  in 
fur the ring the ir knowle dg e  of UF O s .  Thi s me e t ing · re sul t e d  in the 
f o rmat i on of the South He rtf o r d s hi r e UFO Inve s t i g ati on Gr oup . I t  
wa s  in 1967 that Ray Holme s found that the Rev . Wi lfre d Dri ske l  
share d similar int e re st s in the sub j e c t  of uf ol o gy �  Af ter many 
di s cus s i on s  the i de a  of fo rming a l o c al s tudy g r oup t ook shap e &  
Fe e l e r s  we re sent out t o  var i ou s  p e ople the y f e l t  mi ght be 
int e re s t e d �  it wa sn t t l ong bef ore Ray and Wi lf i· e d  c ame to see me o 

I wa s ext reme ly i nt e r e s t e d  i n  the f ormat i on of a l oc al gr oup . I 
off e re d  my supp ort and eage rly awaited the inaugural me eting . 

The inaugur al me e t i ng wa s he l d  in January 1968 at the 
home of Wi l f r e d  Dri ske l . An att endanc e of 22 wa g rec orded 
inc ludlng G o r don C re i ghton , MA , FRGS , Pre s i d ent of BUFO R!i. , and 
Bri an Winde r ,  BSc � C o Eng , 1�1IMe c hB , Vi c e -p r e s i dent of BUF ORA o A 
C on s t i tuti on wa s p r op o s e d and ac c ep t e d �  Offi. c l al s  we re el e c t e d  t o  
se rve unt i l  the .l\.GH , f i xe d  f o r  O c t ober 2 68 .  G or don C re i ght on 
bec ame our Pre s i dent , Brian Winde r Vi c e -p r e s i dent and Dr Ge offrey 
Doel Vi c e -pre s i dent � Ray Holme s and Wil f r e d  D r i skel we re e l e c t e d  
j o int S e c retari e s ;  I be c ame Vi c e -chai rman and P re s s Offi c e r and 
Denni s Re drup P ro j e c t s  Offi c e r " ;· ... chai rman wa s not e l ec t e d ; thi s 
gave G r oup membe r s  the opp ortuni ty t o  t ake the C hai r at meet ing s .  

A s e ri e s of t alk s wa s a r r ruLg e d  f o r  monthly meet ing s o  The s e  
"re re t o  ac quaint membe r s  more i ntimat e ly "ri t:h the sub j e c t . Talk s 
i nc lude d B:r-i an Wj nde r ! s the ory on the p o s s :l.ble sy s t em of 
pr opul sl on UFO s mi ght employ �  G o rdon C r e i t:;ht on lnt e re s t e d  u s  in 
acc ount s of UFO si ght ing s and landing s whi c h  had t aken p l ac e in 
South Lme ri c a . P et e r  Newman 1 s  the o ry c e r t ainly g ave us food f o r  
thought wi th the sug g e s t i on th at UFO s might n o t  be of ext ra­
t e rre s t ri al o ri g in � P e t e r ' s  the ory emb r ac e d  the sug g e s t i on that an 
el i te body of sc i ent i st s ,  who g radua t e d from the wi zard s , vli t c he s 
and magi c i an s  of the p a s t , c oul d be re s p on s i bl e  for c on j uring up 
the UFO . They , i t  wa s p r cpo s e d , op e r at e d  from our own p l ane t . 
Norman Oliver g ave the G r oup an i n s i g ht into a c onta c t c a se , kno1.m 
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a s  the. • Sc ori t on : ... ffai r'1 o I h::tve s one c onnent s t o  make ab out 
c ont ac t c a s e s l �tcr . 

Th�re exi st s wi thin the G roup a c or�1ittee which i s  
re sp onsi cl·e for c ove ring loc r-tl s i ght ing s and c arrying out 
inV8 sti g at i on s . Thi s c or.mittee i s  made up of 8 Ben , led by our 
Field O ffic e r , .�1 be rt . Davy , FR;.s . One of the mo st intere sting · 
c a se: s  inve sti gat e d  by the c onni t t ee · ·wa s the si ght ing · of -�ugu st 3 1 st 
/Septencer 1 st . Thi s wa s witne s s ed by �t l e a st a hundr e d  p e ople 
in pe_rt s of Oxf o r d shi re , Buckinghamshire and Her t f o r d shi re . Lmong 
the v.ri tne s se s  v.Jere three experi enc ed astr onomer s .  The Nini stry of 
Defonc e e�Jl nined the si ghting a s  an airc raft c ar rying out &� 
instru�-.lent c .�-�librat i on flight from London J�i rp o rt . De sc ript ion of 
si :;�:t ing n s  seen by Dr B .H . Burne , MRCS, LRCP , DPH , the He dic 2.l 
c :·: ic,_; :w of He alth f o r  ;.Jner sha111 : Obj ect seen a s  whit e  ring wi th 
SlTJc..: ri·-l1J o sed red tri a_Y].gle in diffe rent aspe c t s o f . the ring at 
vnri ou s.

l 
t i:·1e s .  Thr ough binocular s ,  Dr Burne de s c ribed the t r i a:1gl e  

ns �ei�g a c onc ave c one or a delt a shape in thr e e· p art s .  He 

C� s c ri � o d  its novement s a s  vari able , sometime s streaking ac ro s s  
ti�c; rJ.i :;ht sky t o  the l eft and ac tually ac r o s s  the no on , and at 
c/c:·H:J r t i'·le s app arently su spende d . Many witne s se s  al so g ave a 
de s c ript i on of enothe r ob j ec t  whi ch re senbl e d  an air c r P.ft vlith i t s  
landing light s full on ; thi s ob j ec t  i s  thought t o  have been the MO D 
ai rc r�ft . Tho my stery ob j e c t  wa s al s o  seen t o  e j e c t  a red flowe rp o t  
- shnp o d  ob j ec t , whi ch noved off a t  hi gh speed . The si ghting 
lasted froo 8 p .n .  to 1 . 3 0  a . � . 

,mother s i ghting - inve s t i g at e d by the Group · c onc e rne d an 
orangei globe -lil�e ob j ec t . Thi s  wa s s e en ove r  Chorleywood , Ha rt s , 
by at e a st e ight p e ople at thre o  different vantage point s ;  all 
de sc rip t i ons t nlli e d . O b j e c t  wa s silent and �oved stendily RC ro s s  
the night s�cy • . :.fter c he cking many f.t.c t s  a b al l o on wa s rule d  out . 
The di r e c t i on of noveMent and elevati on rule d  out the p o s s i bi l i ty 
of a satell i t e . C l oud c ove rage wa s 7/8 t o  8!8 , che cked with the 
Met . Off i c e ; wi tne s se s  c ould no t see s t ar s .  �n int e r e st ing 
developnent oc curred ' hi l st the ob j e c t  nove d s i l ent ly ove r 
ChorleJ�ood ; i t  wa s buzzed by airc raft . It al s o  att rac t e d  the 
int e re st of a searchli ght . The Mini stry of Defenc e explanat i on was 
Bcho 2. One more int eresting p oint , c l oud hei ght 2 , 000/3 , 000 ft . ,  
o o j ec t  not onc e ob scured by c l oud . 

The inve st i g at i on c ot��i ttee have many more c a se s on their 
file s but i t  i s  obvi ou s I c annot menti on theTI all . There have been 
nany cas e s of motor vehi c·le s , exc luding die sel s ,  · suff ering from 
i g�it i on fai lure at the report e d  moment a UFO dec i de s  t o  nrure an 
ap� e �ranc e , I t  oc cur r e d  t o  u s  t o  enl i st the ai d · of the mot oring 
organi z ati ons who se a s si stanc e c ould be of great value . Patrolmen 
arG on duty day and night 1 they nu st st and a f ai r  chance of 
ob s G rving any unusual ae r1 al ac tivity , plu s  we have the c o-ope rati on 
of tho R�C to inform u s  of i gni t i on f ai lure s f or no app arent 
reo.. sons . Thi s ·of c our se appl ie s  only t o  the are a  c over e d  by the 
G r oup . The p o s s ibil i ty c ould exi st - whe r e  we mi ght be able t o  link 
� rep ort e d  si ght ing wi th the breakdown of a vehi c le , or vehi c le s • 

Lfte r  li stening t o  No rman Olive r ' s  ac c ount of hi s 
inve sti gnt i on c onc erni�g a C ont ac t , I p er son�lly felt a li ttle 

�orrie d . N?rnan and hi s e o-inve sti gator seeme d t o  bec o3e emotionally 
1nvol ved vJl th the whol e c nse . I won 1 t go int o  the ' Sc ori t on .: .. ffalr ' 
but I would like t o  g o  on rec or d  a s  saying I believe i t  wa s a hoax ,

' 

and RS for t�e me s sag e s  or ri ddle s NorQan re c e i ved , whi ch led him 
on so n:1.ny vrll d-g oo se cha se s ,  I c annot believe the s e  we re the 
p r o duc t s of an a dvanc e d  brain ! I hRve nenti oned thi s c a se for a 
re a s on ;  I believe c ont ac t c as e s would be bett e r  inve sti gat ed if the 
inve st i g ati on s  we r·e c arri ed out by a g r oup . 

I beli eve one or two independent inve sti gat o r s  c ould be 
sware d

_
by the apparent . int e grity o f  a g ood hoaxer and by the wi ll 

to uell eve , altnough they may not be c on sc i ous of thi s a  I al s o  feel 
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that an inve s t i g at i on by a g roup who se a.i. m s  are t o  make c ont ac t 
with UFO o c cup ant s woul d le ave a l ot t o  be de s i r e d .  When I say I 
woul d like a gr oup t o  i nve s t i g at e c ontac t c a se s ,  I o bvi ou s ly do 
not mean the whole g r oup t o  de s c end up on the wi tne s s  o r  c ont ac t e e . 
�n inve s t i g at i on c ommi t t e e  on the line s of SHUFO IG would be be t t e r  
equipp e d  t o  de al wi th such a c a s e , and a l l  the i r  finding s woul d b e  
rep orte d t o  the gr oup . I f  a n  evaluat i on wa s t o  b e  made then i t  
woul d be the re sul t o f  a g r oup me e ting . 

SHUFO IG are now f o rming a p r o j ec t s  c ommi tt e e  who se 
func ti on s  wi ll be from bui l ding UFO dete c t o r s t o  organi zing sky­
wat che s .  We would l ike to he ar of p r o j e c t s o the r gr oup s ar e 
engaged up on . P e rhap s we c ould he lp . If any g r oup s  are p l anning a 
sky-wat ch we wi ll be p le a s e d  t o  c o -op e r at e . � group bull e t in wi ll 
shortly be publi she d . Thi s wi ll provi de g r oup news , s i ghting 
rep ort s ,  ar t i c l e s  and inf o rmat i oL in g ene ral . C ont r i but i on s  f r om 
other g r oup s wi l l  alway s b e  we l c ome d . The bulletin wi ll be 
avail able on an exc hange b a s i s ;  i ndivi dual c opi e s  wi ll b e  avai l abl e 
at nominal c o s t . We are f o rtunate in having a s  our e di t o r  Mi s s  
Janet G r e g o ry . 

SHUFOIG now ha s a membe r ship of 67 . Thi s i s  a very g o od 
achi evement c on s i dering we have only b e en in exi s t enc e for j u st 
a ye c:::.r ,  ;.�.lbert Davy , FRJ.\ S ,  and Grah am Wi lli am s ., FR::..S CJ  are t o  
u.n de rt c:L.�e t h e  fort"l:i.ng o f  SB.lT.FOTG northern 1xro.nc)."J. (. :rnt 9 rG st hc. A  
bE·� elJ. aT ons o ll. :.n l'Jo::.'"'t:V.1 E.::: r ·:::; s snd the sur r c.>un. ) j_ns S J' f.) a , and SH1.Jr:'OIG C ,... . .  ,,.. . �  + t e e, -'·" r- c. "l YI Q Y>t1' � rrl qe c t J' :)"r. n ·r- ct -. ·n ·l" ···· e n  ,�\T r -l ;_.., - .,� -�-·· a ·n rl 

,;.:.:....• .. 1.1,  ".. J � J. -:. , � . a .:. .L • � J. l•..., '-' _; • . '  � 1. ./  '--' · •·: /_, ':-L c .L L�r .- ..A.  1... 1 ,} .d. t . G t! .- .  L· C�.L .1.� 
G J:���2.m , -v;·ou.l . d  be of benef:'!..t  � If a:1y gx� �YJ.p woul d 15_ n:e t o  c ol--re sp ond 
1�1i tl1 f>HUBI O I G  ple a se "';vri. to to B li \V Woo dgate , 51 Ki�cler s1ey VJay , 
Lbbot s Langl ey , He r tf o r d shi re � 

On behalf of the South He rt s UF O  I nve s t i g ati on Gr oup , I 
woul d like t o  wi sh all UFO inve s t i g at o r s  and re search group s a 
· v e ry rev..ro.rding new ye ar . 

t t t f 1 t I f I 1 1  1 t I I t I I I J f I I f I f f I I f l t  t t 

T H E T U N G U S K J. lo  M B T E 0 R I T E 

by Alan vl .  Sh arp 

At 7 . 17 a . m o  en 3 0 th June , 1908 , t ravell e r s on the Tran s ­
Siberi e.n Rail·�vay and o the r wi tne s s e s  s aw an eno rmou s bol i de e r  o s s  
the sky i n  a S GE t o  NNVl di r- e c ti on ,  l e av� ng beh5_nd i t  a th:L c k  and 
p e r s i st ent tr ail whi ch hung in th8 atmo sphe re l:tke a p all � 
Immedi ate ly aft er the ob j e c t  di sapp e a r e d  f r om vi e1AJ' the flash o:f an 
exp l o s i on wa s ob s e rve d on the hori zon and a gi g anti c p i ll ar of 
smoke r o s e hi gh in the air vrhere i. t r emaine d for a c on si de r able 
time befo re di sp e r sing � Seve r al detonati ons we re he ard , although 
the exac t number i s  unc e r t a in due to c onfli c ting s t o ri e s  f r om 
di ff e r ent wi tne s s e s 5  The s e  p e r s on s  al s o  g ave varying de ta i l s of 
the final f i r e ball , the dur at i on of whi ch i· s henc e in c on s i de rabl e 
doubt . 

Sei smi c wave s and a i r  wa-v·e s  we r e  rec orded i n  many p ar t s 
of the worl d ,  i nc luding England � and c omputat i ons of ��e ene rgy 
involve d in the f inal exp l o si on indi c at e  that s ome 1 0  e r g s  we re 
r elea s e d , e quival ent t o  an at omi c devi c e  of about 2 0  me g at on s . 

Thi s i s  the s o r t  of ene r gy a s su�o d f o r  the 4 , 00 0  ft o 
L�cl z. ;;:-�.2. D.ete ori t e  c rat e r  whi c h  Bal d.\·J l.r:-. ha s a s c ri be d  t o  a ni c l-::el ­

: i. l'0E m.e t P. \"J:t:i te 13 0 f e e t  i n  di ame t e r  t r av·elling at 1 0  mi le s p e r  
s e c cEd. ; ·:.rery li t t l e  more than the e sc ape vel oc i ty o f  the Earth o 

Unf o rtunat ely , when the f i r st exp e di t i on reached the 
s i t e  of the Tun�u ska event s a lm o s t  20 year s af t e r  they oc curre d ,  
n? l ar g e  me t e or1 t e  c r at e r  '\va s  f ound , nor h a s  one c ome t o  l i ght 
s 1nc e then , de s p i t e  ve ry th o r ough i nve s ti g at i on .  Thi s i s  the 

• 
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nv stery of the P o dka�::1ennaya Tunguska 'l:Jhic h  ha s puz zled s c i ent J s � , s  
f�r de c ade s and t o  explain whic h  oany . the orie s have been 

� 
n ro'0 o se d  the late st being the explo s1on o f  a nuc le ar -powe re n

. 
s •') a� e ship o r  UFO tvhi ch burne d up after plting ing out of c ont rol 
int o the �arth ' s  atno sphe re . 

-n 
Other n o s s i bili t i e s are an enc ounte r  with a lar g e  l1:�.: !.�9 

of n.nti -:!:Iatter , ... 't·Ti th the nuc leu s  of a c onet 1 wi th a bi g s t o::1e
_ 

.L. 

-:-:.3 teori t e  or with an i ron me t e orite who se 1npact c rnter . ha s .:1.0 t.� 

'ret been �i s c over e d . The se p r op o sal s  'tvi ll be c on s i de red 1n r sv�.;; r s c 
orcler starting '\'li th an i r on rJet e ori te in the 100 . ft . p lu s  rnng o of 
s i ze s ,  or an · e quivalent agg re g at e  of smaller bod1e s .  

Quite sinnly the argument ag ainst thi s sug� e s t i on re st R  
on t'tvO f ac t s , the nb senc e of any impac t c rat er Or C rater s and the 
a.b senc e of any si zeable p i ec e s  of ni cke l - i ron ,  such a s  are found , 
f or example , in the vi c ini ty of the .�.·�ri zona c rRt e r . 

The nain explo si on p o int of the T1L.�guska 1 1 net e o r i t e " lies 
in a re g i on c all e d  the South- Swmap , a depre s si on Rbout 6 nile s 
l ong .bY 3 �ile s wi de but se eming ly quit e  natural in ori gin . The 
word " in" i s  not to be t aken literally , f or the ab senc e of a 
c r ater ne �ns that the explo si on must have o c cur r e d  in the air and 
the refore t'1at whateve r  obj e c t c r.u se d it di d not reach the g round 
intac t .  

Henc e we r1u st turn to the next p o s s ibility , a 1 1 s t ony" 
ncte oritc of sone kind , p e rhap s  wi th s one c ontent of free i ron . 
I t  i s  well known that suc h  ruate rial o c cur s md f o rms the :-:.1a j or 
aggregate of no rnal extraterre s trial ob j ec t s  whi ch survive 
p a s sage through the �arth 1 s atno spll.ere in moga sc opic f o rn .  Nuch 
of i t  i s  fri able and e a s i ly di srup ted , and g ene rally exp l o de s u� o� 
roac hing the den ser p �.rt of our atr1o sphe r e . No p i e c e s of st ony 
no te ori t e  have been picke d up on the site , howeve r ,  though thi s 
nay have b e en due t o  the c on s i derable lap se of ti�e betwe en tho 
f all �nd the inve sti gRt i on s  on the spot . 

Small sil i c ate sphe rule s have been f ound in abund�.nc o 
in the area , howeve r ,  togethe r  wi th small spherule s of magnetit e � 
The s e  p artic le s alle gedly ori ginate d  in the c olli ding body , though 
it i s  g ene rally ac c epted that met e ori c i r on u sually oc cur s 
unc o!'1bine d wi th oxyg en a s  magne t i t e , exc ept in the fu sion c ru st 
p r o duc ed by p a s sage through the atmo sphe re where oxi dat i on take s 
plac e . I f  the sphe rule s di d indee d  c ome from a met e orite i t  i s  
neve rthele s s  surpri sing that they should be the only surviving 
evi denc e of i t s c omp o sition .  

Thi s diff i culty led t o  the third the ory ,  that o f  c ometary 
i .�:pac t , whi ch ha s appeale d largely b e c ause of the un sat i sfac tory 
evidence for a nore normal intrude r , rathe r than for any c ompelling 
po sitive GV� denc e in i t s  supp ort . No c onet was s e en in the Earth ' s 
vi c inity pri or t o  the event , an d  in any c as e  the prec i se nature of 
c onetary nuclei i s  still a me.tter fo r specul at i on .  The lack of 
si zeable remnant s of non-i c e s  from the nuc l eu s  remain s  unexplained 
although the mi lli on t on s  or so of finely divi ded p artic le s 'tvhlbch 
produc e d  ext ende d twili ght f or two months afte r t he explo si on c oul d  
have been non- stony in charac t e r , in ·ac c ordenc c . vri th sor1o modern 
the o rie s of c ome tary nuc lear c omp o si t i on .  Thi s supp o si ti on i s  
unsati sfac tory . 

Still se arching for a c onvinc ing explanat i on we re ach our l a st two p o stulate s ,  �nti -�a.t t e r  and �p ac e -c raft engine explo sion s � 

Both of the se fail f or the rea son that the ground phenomena are not in a?c o�danc e wi th a sui tably si zed atomi c o r  nuc lear event . The ra d1 ati on-damaged and bla s t - damage d  area s shoul d have been int e rchanged t o  fit in wi th ei ther of the se two 
sugge sti ons but in f ac t  the e:rfe c t s  are p re c i sely the opp o si t e  t o  
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vr:1.at woul d b0 expe c t e d . N o  c a se s of radi at i on s j_ c kne s s  o r  death s 
we r e  eve r r ep or t e d  and the evi denc e of extra c arbon 14 in some 
1909 t r e e  ring s i s  c onfl i c t ing and ve ry much p o s t  hoc ergo 
p ropt e r  hoc in natur e . 

R . V o Gentry has wri t t en :  
1 1 C owen et a1 . rep o r t  an inc re a s e  e quivalent t o  ab out 

1% in· some t r e e  ring s around 1909 , but Sue s s  finds no c hang e  
what eve r in anothe r s &Jp l e . The s e  re sul t s are c on s i st ent wi th the 
hyp othe si s that the Tungu ska me t e or wa s enti rely ant i -mat te r in 
c ont ent . "  

Then , aft e r  s omo tent at ive C 8� culati on s : -
" The ob se rvat i on s  of an eye -wi tne s s  t o  the Tungu ska 

net e or expl o s i on are si gnifi c ant at thi s p oint s A s  C owen et al . 
p oint out , the f i r eball di d not last l ong . S o B . S enenov , an 
ob se rve r , j u st managed:: t o  l owe r hi s eye s  a s  the explo si on o c curred , 

· and when he l o oke d  ag ain the f i r eball had di sappe ared . The ac c ount 
of Ko s olopov in t he same c onne c t i on ha s simi l ar inp li e ati on s . 
Thi s rel ative ly short durati on f i r ebal l  ( p re sumably only s eve r al 
se c ond s ) i s  diffi cult t o  r e c onc i l e  Yrl th the 3 3  s e c . fi rebal l  t o  be 
exp e c t e d  from an ordinary 3 0  meg aton the rmonuc l e ar exp lo si on 
( -�he c al c ul at e d  e qui val 0nt yi e ld of the Tungu �:;ka bur s t ) �  It 
d efini t e ly app e a r s that the r e l at ively sho rt durati on firebal l i s  
r e a  s c:c:-.r�l .t e evi denc e aE a:Lnst the Tungu ska exp l o s i on be i ng 
t � � :n·· 1" .. o;·:�_�:.c. lc ar in n ature � t t  

O f  all the hyp othe s e s exrunine d he re onl y the sec ond o r  
t?-.:. i. �..,.�·-· c· -- · st ony met e o rj_ t e  o r  c ome tary enc ount e r --ar e val i d p o s sibiliti e s  
a:l'�L ·::i' the s e  the f o rme:L'"' ap p e al s more than the latt o r , whi c h  s e em s 
t o  be s ome thing of a c oun se l  of de spai r . 
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· .  by John :... • Rir� 1e r 

The e di t o rial of the l a s t  i s sue of t'fl.JFOB c o1' :.r•e -_1t c c1 on 
the �.l l e g e  s t o dg i ne s s  of the c1c s 1 gn ' ·an 1 layout of the FSn . 
However our stri c ture s \Arere i ll -t 1:�1e d a s  the lat e s t i s sue of 
F SR be a r s a ne-vr c ove r de s i gne d by P acline BovJ"en , as 1vell ns s or.1e 
inp rove:Jent s in the int e rnal l n.yout . Lo oking at the new c ove r 
"'i th i t s  ci s tinc t i  v e  l o g o  anrl s t raightf or-vv.:t r d  u s e o f  i llus t r �1t i on s , 
one 1-vonc, e r s  why o the r t.J"F O public at i ons apnear t o  have diff i cul ty 
in pre s ent i �g a wel l -de s i gne Q foroat . 

Whil s t  no st bulle tin s ancl j ournal s ?ere srJal l  dup li G C'.t --: ri 
af fair s the re i s  li t t l e that c nn b e  done , exc e!J t  t o  naint ai�1 the 
hi ghe s t  s t andards of typ ing ancl dupli c ,.,_ting . Eo\Areve r an inc ruu. sL�g 
nur1be r  of j ournal s are b e ing p rint e d  by the �)ho t o -l i  tho �-_1e t�nc ,_ , 
1vhich all ov·rs c;,lno st c onp l e t e  fr e e dom of c1e s i gn and i l lus tr :'.t i o:J. . 
Unf ortunat e ly , wi th thi s  fre e Jon mag azine e ci t o r s appe ar t o  g0 
C vupletely hay\.vi r c , fill ing the i r  pag e s wi th as n�ny diff o:L" c:1t 
cinds 0f le t t � ring , hea�ing s ,  i l lust r at i on s  an� a s s o r t e � 

o rnqnent s and arabe sque s a s  they c nn .  I t  i s  an axi on in (le s i z:1 
t�.1�.t the b re e. t e r  the f re r: .. don the p rint ing p r o c e s s  aff o rJ s , tho 
c.: :;.." �.J 8.te r i s  the ne e d  for re st raint in de s i gn � Sinp l e  arrangenent s 
of text anc i llu s t rat i on s , t i ght c ont rol of typ ofac e s  u s e J f o r  
he o. c�ing s , and a re s i s t anc e t o  the il�_1pul se t o  put s one thing in 
j u s t  t o  fi l l  up the spac e , are n rioe r e qui s i t e s f o r  anyone 
::.tte·1 ptin -_, t o  c1 e s ign t_J. EJ i r  ovm UFG uag a zine . 

The (1e s.i gn o f  UFO l i t e r ature i s  not j u s t  s one aC '1/ier-ti c 
p r obl er1 , tut a sub j ec t  that i s  ye ry relevant t o  the \vork of 1J"'J:i'O 
e di t or s -. I t  i s  p e rhau s unf ortuna t e , but t rue , that the n.�011 e a r anc e 
of a : 1a g n z ine c ondi t i on s  t o  a c ons i de rabl e �xt ent whi ch 9 e op l e  
1>vi ll :re at� it .. The typ i c al UFO p e ri odi c al: , J_ o o�ing li�\:E.; :o_ c ro s s  
be twe en a nine t e en-f o rt i e s c o py _of 11 . .' ... naz ing c�� u ri e s "  c::J.d the 
l o c al cu�J..e 0 �  rag-_ 1ag , nay be l ap p e d  up avi r;�:r i)y the afi c i onad o , 
tut i s  :uar'-�ly lil:ely t o  u e  ap p a:- e c i at e d  by the int er e st e d  ·out si d er . 

+ + + + . + + + + + + + � - + 
SiffiL' .. TCHING :i.ND S.ii:LF -D_;_.�C �PT IO N - .. - .. ..  

Il.ll c ri ti.C al student s of the UFO phenonena. vri ll be a'\Arare 
of thtj c re CLuli ty. - g.nc1 s e lf - d ec epti on whi ch often affl i c t  tho s e  v.rho 
indulg e  in the p a s tine known a s  skywatc hing . F o r  the benefi t of 
tho s e  who tend t o  att ach too nuch we i ght t o  skywatch UF.O re p o rt s 
we quu t e  the foll owing paragr�ph s f r om SIUFOP Newsletter · { l J . 

. 
nKnowing li ttle about the sub j eet of " Uni dent ifie d Flying 

o � J ec t s " or " Flying Sauc e r s "  when it wa s :f o rme d , the Soc ,iety 
rtqali s c cl , aft er inte rvi e"vi ng a me·re handful of p e ople who c l aine d 
tc  have se en UFO s ,  that ne arl� all - or them had two thing s in 
c c:·1non - a l arg e science fi ctl. on li bra:ry and a vivi d irilaginR.t i on . 
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Howeve r , i t  wa s c on s i de red ve ry p r obable that s onething in the sky 

had tri gg e r e d  off the l at ter , and s o  a se ri e s of all ni ght sky 
watche s we re c onduc t e d  fron vari ou s  hill s around the c ount ry in 
orr.:1e r  to try and see a "UFO I f . J£ach hill c ho sen had a h i st ory of 
UFO s even i f  thi s wa s only one · o r  two r ec ent s i ghting s in the 
vicinity . · . . 

" One of the e arly wat c he s had no s o one r st art e d  than i t  
wa s a suc� e s s .  UFO s we re seen , six tog ethe r at one stag e . Inag inat ­
i on s  exp l o de d  ( at le a s t mine di d ) . Tine exp o sur e pho t o g r aphs we re 
taken end p roc e s se d in the e arly hour s of the mo rning . I t  wa s 
seve ral days before it 'tva s adni t t e d  that the pho to grJlph s  bore 
little re s enbl anc e t o  the ob j ec t s seen and it wa s  two we ek s before 
s omebo dy re turne ct t o the sp ot with p owe rful bino cular s and ve ry 
s oberly o b s e rve d c ar he adl amp s on a di stant hi l l  - an invaluable 
l e s son in many way s . 

" So1:1ewhat "tvi ser , o the r watche s followe d ,  a curiou s p oint 
not e d  wa s the nw�bor of othe r p e ople al s o  standing on the t on s of 
hi ll s , l ooking for UFO s ,  flying s auc er s ,  s c out ve s sel s , Sky 
p e ople , Ma st e r ship s or pul s at o r s  - te rfls we s o on c ruue ac ross 
during c onve r sat i on s  wi th the s e  wat che r s . Much of SIUFOP ' s  
p re s ent UFO lmowle dge was obtaine d  on the se s or,1ewhat o d d  enc ou"''Ylt o r s ,  
vrhen ae roplane s ,  sat e lli te s  an9. s�oot ing s t ar s we re exc i t e dly 
p oint e d  out and r1e s c ribe c1  a s  " zi g - zagging flying saucers " , e t c . 
: . l though the Soc i ety t ried to app roach each new si ghting rep ort 
v.ri th an open mind ,  sc eptic i sm c rept in , and being fre quently t ol t , 
" You 1 ve just mi s se d  a beauty" , when arriving on a hill _, d i c.1 ne t 
h0lp very nuch . "  

Refe renc e ( 1 ) . " C onc lu s i on s  :l.ft e r  One Ye ar " , by D . I . Simp son ,  
3IUFG P Iews let t e r No . B ,  Novembe r  1968 . �di tor � ; .. .  M . glli o t t , 
119 Fai rf ax Road , T e ddingt on , Mi ddle s 8x .  

GUJi;SS vffiO ? - - Ho pri ze s offe re d 

In a re c ent novel , " The Fa.ni ly Man" , by John G ale ( l ) , 
the re i s  an e p i s o de i n  whi ch the hero of the s t o ry ;  a journali st , 
i s  sent down t o  the We s t  C ount ry t o  rep o rt " unexplained phenonena 
se en and he ard in a small t own near Sali s bury Plain . ' ' Ho ne � t s  
vari ou s p eople skywatc hing o n  the hill s around the t o'1n and they 
sug g e st that he c ont ac t the i r  lo ader , Dr Mountain Lawle s s , --

" ' Dr Lawle s s went out l ast ni ght al one , ' sai d the 
s t ockbroke r ' s  c l e rk .  1 He kept everybody el se back. He sat in a 
chai r an d fl ashe d hi s t orc h  on and off . I t  mi ght seen peculi ar ; 
but i f  they '"e re wanting t o  c ontac t anyone , he t c1 have be en a 
suit abl e p e r son , sort of thing . Dr Lawl e s s  i s  a doctor of 
phi l o s ophy . ' 

" ' Have the " thing s "  c one t o  re scue us f ron our pli ght ? ' 
I a ske d . 

they? ' 
" ' Well , if they have , they haven t t  suc c e e ded yet , have 

" The young r1en w-ent in search of Dr Lav.rle s s , and late r 
the.t ni ght 've sat v.ri th him in the bac k  o f  a li ght e d  van , while 
rain drw�me d on the r o of . He was a c oMf o rt ably-bui lt 3an of fifty , 
Hi th r; brown f�ce , si lve r hair , s triking g r?Y eye s ,  twe e d  c oat , 
an d l� ght khak1 dri ll t rou se r s �  he lo oke d l1ke a s o rt of flagic al 
f ar�er • • • • •  n 

Dr L awle s s exp l ains hi s strange ac t i vi t i e s  of the 
p revi ou s  ni ght : -

1 1 1 La st ni ght I went about half a Qi le up the field there to one s i de of the c oppi c e  and sat for about an hour in the ni c�:lle of a triangl e of li ght s .  No thing · in p art i cular happ ened 
that ' s wo rth rec o rding . ReallY ; in s one s en s e , I wa s trying t o  pr ove a negative . tvo c.o have a l o t  o f  c rank elenent s i n  thi s 
fi e l d .  If anything had happ ene d I �houl d hnve 

·
b e en ve ry surpri se d .  

I s e e  n o  re a s on �rhy the s e  thing s shoul d c orae at our beckoning . t "  R ( Refe renc e ( l ) . Hodde r and St?.?ghton Ltd , 25/- ) · 

..: 

. ,. 

l 
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" SILENC �R S" IH ENGLAND 

Sinc e publ i shi�g an art i c le c onc e rning r ep o rt s of UFC 
inve st i gat or s and -ritne s s e s  be ing " si l enc e d" -vre have rec e i ve d  only 
two r ep ort s of siilli lar i�c i dent s in Eng land . 

11r Bri an Le athley-hndrew , of C oventry , st a rt e d a UFO 
inf o r:oat i on bure au in September , 196 8 , and c l o s e d  i t  doi.rm a fe1v 
month s late r bec au se of s trang e exp e ri enc e s and inc i dent s . The 
fi r s t di sturb�ng thing t�at happ ene d wa s t r ouble wi th hi s t elephone 
when u sing i t  f or UFO bu sine s s . Thi s be g an on the s e c ond day af t e r 
Oy Gning hi s i �fo rnati on bure au . Vfuen he t ri e d  t o  U S e  the t e lephone , 
i t  e i  tlle r -vrent de ad , or he g o t  the engag e d  s i gnal . Thi s hap }}ene d 
at out e i ght or nine t ir1e s  out of ten . T rouble o c curred only on 
out g o ing c all s c om'le c te d 1v-ith UFO s .  

The only really o dd inc oming c all wa s fron a nan I.'Jho 
s:) o�:e " pe rfe c t  t ext -bo ok Eng l i sh" and refu s e d t o  give hi s name . IIe 
ap-_J e are d t o  be ve ry knowl e dge abl e on the sub j e c t of UFO s 9-nd a ske d 
a nutJbe r of s e arc hing que s t i on s . One o dd que s ti on he a ske d Mr 
Le athley-J:..ndrei.tl wa s i f a C ovent ry -vroman had b e e n  in t ouc h lJi t h  hi:a 
t o  toll hin that she had s e e n  aliens working on a sp ac e - shi p in a 
C oventry fac to ry .  

Anothe r inc i dent occur r e d  during a vi si t t o  a hou s e  on UF O  
bu sine s s , 1vhen the li ght s  dimme d s ever al time s .  Mr L e a thley-Andrevr , 
a radi o and t elevi si on eng inee r , re g ar d s thi s a s  being very unusual 
lli�d c o�ne c t s it 1d th the o the r odd inc i dent s . 

The final stra\v c ame 1.vhen Hr L eathley-Andrew wa s working on 
the unde r s i de of hi s c ar one e vening . He c ame out f r om unde r the c ar 
t o  g e t  s omething when he suddenly not i c e d s ome thing lo oking like a 
p e r s on ,  exc ept that i t s he ad 11a s g l owing re d ,  like a ne on l i ght . A s  
he vlat che d the app a.ri t i on the h e ad chang e d  t o that of an old m an .  It 
then walke d av:ay , but Hr Le athl ey-Andr ew wa s in no c ondi t i on t o  
foll ow i t . Gre at ly c onc e rne d , h e  t o ok thi s a s  a warning t o  c e a s e hi s 
UFO inve s t ignt i o 1 s and he burne d hi s not e s  on the sub j e c t  that 
evening . Strang e ly enough , he appar ently c annot remember the dat e  
of thi s .st artling inc i d ent . I t  s " em s  i t  wa s a Sunday evening be twe en 
l at e  Sep tember and · e arly Novembe r . 

. Hr Le atpl ey-Andrew i s  quo t e d  in the C oventry Evening 
T el e g rapD a s  s aying : 1 1 1 want t o publi c ly tvarn all t e enage hobbyi st s 
that thi s i s  nothing t o  da_bbl e  in light ly . " 

He anwhile , the r_e ha s b e en tr oubl e in the Sl ough A e ri al . 
Phenomena Re s earc h A s s oc i ati on .  Seveyal membe r s  have been vi s i t e d by 
t1v-o aen 'Hho e. ske d que s ti on �  ab out the g roup . The y  a ske d ab out sky­
wat ch ac tivi t i e s , member ship , financ e s and othe r membe r s . On one of 
tho i r  vi s i t s  they s a i d they we r e  f r om the " llfW" , what eve r  that_ may 

. be . 
Apparently , the i r que s t i oning s and t e l e phone c all s we r e  

sup . o se d  to ala rm membe r s  and one o f  t h e  memb e r s , Hr S . G . Salt e r , 
b Gl ie ve s that the whol e bu sine s s  i s  me r e ly �·a - .ho ax . Hi s op ini on i s  
t:l R.t s or�1e l oc 2.l p e op l e  have b e en re ading t o o  nany "MIB bo ok s n .  Mr 
S al t e r  p oint s out that hoaxes have be en p l aye d on the g roup bef o re , 
s o  no st JeQber s  are naturally s c epti c al . 

· 

A nuobe r of membe r s  have left the group : thi s i s  not 
be c �u s e  of the my st e r i ou s  vi s i t or s , but bec au s e  of an int e rnal 
diff e renc e of opini on . Such di ffer enc e s  are , of c our s e , inevi t able 
and qui t e  c or.nnon in org ani zat i ons v:hi c h  d e al \vi th sub j e c t s  a s  
c ont ent i ou s  a s  ufology.  

The r e doe s not , o n  the fac e of i t , app e ar t o  b e  anything 
parti cul arly my st er i ous about the inc i d� nt s in the Sl ough gr oup . 
The exp e ri enc e s of Nr Le athley-Andr e-vr do no t s e em s o  star tling 
when ex&�ine d c r i t i c ally . The epi s o de of the dirmning li ght s i s  not 
very c onvinc ing . Even i f  i t  i s  unu sual the r e  woul d s e em t o  bo no 
l og i c al r e a s on t o  c oru�ec t i t  wi th UFO s .  Al s o , i t  i s  strang e that 
he c annot rGoenbo r the date of hi s startling vi s i on of the being 
wi th the gl owing he a d . So f ar as the t e l ephone t r ouble s  are 
c onc e rne d ,  -v:e woul d ne e d  no re detai l s  in orde r  .t o evaluat e them . 
\Vhat ever the expl anat i on of Mr L e athley-Andrew 1 s  exp e ri enc e s , the r e  
i s  n o  r e a s on t o  doubt hi s sinc e ri ty . 
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" Silenc e r s "  in England : AclmovTle�g ement s t o  Dermi s Llewellyn , of 
Stratford-upon-Avon Branch of BUFORA ,  S . G . Salter , of Slough Aerial 
Phenomena Re se arch A s soc i ati on , Barry W. Woodg ate , of South 
He rtf or d shi re UFO Inve s t i g ati on Group , and Davi d Abbott , of UFO 
Inf ormat i on Bur e au , Northampton , for informati on and pre s s cut t ing s .  

- � � � - - - - - � � - � � - -

N.Q.rth s��JJ¥0 11_ys te r:l: 

On January 10 , my s t e ri ous di stre s s  si gnal s c oinc i de d  1.·ri t�1 
an nnidcntifie d blip on radar sc r e en s . Radi o me s sage s p i cke d t p  ;--.t 
The Hague said the p o sition of the ai rc raft wa s given as  22 : li. l '::- S  
off Fla.li!borough Hea d . Humber radi o report e d  the hei ght of th e 
airc r a.ft a s  30 , o oo feet�  No known airc raft , c i vi l o r  r:.1i li tary ve :" o  
rep ort e d  to be in that are a �  

At Lindholme , radar ob se rver s sa\'-l o b j ec t s  c ro s s ing the 
North Se a .  They app eared to l and in No rth L inc o ln shi re . 

P olic e on the Yo rk shi re and Linc olnshi re c o a s tline 
ordered road p a t r ol s t o  maintain an a e r i al 1vatch and ship s in the 
North Sea -vrere a sked to ke ep a look-out for vrreckag e .,  r, othing wa s 
found and the ob j e c t remained uni dentifi e d . 

A spoke smnn at Pr e s t on Ai r Tr affi c C ont r ol s a i d � "1 i rtually 
all sight ing s of thi s kind are ac c i dent s re sult ing from the ext refle 
s en s i  ti vi ty of our instrument s . "  In London a Def enc e f·iini stry 
sp oke sman sai d s eve ral f reak c ont ac t s  had been p i cke d up on radar 
s creens whi c h  c ould have been -wreckage falling ou� o:f t�1.e sky ; but 
no Briti sh c ivi l i an o r  military aircraft was unac c otlrlt e d  for . 

( Source s :  Liverp o ol Echo , 10/1/69 ;  Guardian , 11/1/69;  Daily r fai l , 
11/1/69)  
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