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EDITORTIAL
A Shift of ifmphasis

Until fairly recently scerious UFO research has been
aimed a2t the possilLility of proving that some of the unexplained
UFOs are intelliigently directed vehicles from other planets, The
is=nes weve fairliy simple._On the one hand the serious "believers"',
typified by Keyhoe, held what the interplanetarvy spaceships
hypothesis woz the only “enable one to accouni for many urnexplained
reportss .t the ovther extreme the more tiouzohtful zceptics,
typified by Menzeal. insisted that all M0 recorts ceould be
explained as mizinbterpresations of aattral phencmenn or conventional
aircraft, if sufricient; accurated iinlermadioir were available in
each case, Both cides gencrally refused to wakre contact renorts
seriously, leaving tnis aspect to th= cultists,

At one tine tho slusive U0 iteoelf was the main object
of our researches, but ncw the emphasis is peginning to shift to
studies of the witnesses, the strange happenings rcported to
accompany many UFO events, and the backgrounds against which these
events take place. ,

The kind of testimony which has been piling up
increasingly in the last few years--=that of reported close encounters
with UI'0s and their "occupants'"--seerns to make this shiift of
enphasis inevitable., For these are the types of encounters which
couid he expected to produce definite prcof of the physical reality
of the UFOss. But these UFOs and-their occupants glways get away, and
if anything in the nature of physical evidence is found at the
sites of the reported encounters, that evidence is generally
equivocal, to say the lenct,

It is thus probable that in future the subject of
ufology will increasingly engage thc serious attention of
psychologists--and even psychical researchers,
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THE SEARCH FOR PHYSICAL &VIDENCE

PART TWO

(Part 1 was published in Volume 1, Number 6)

Angel Halr

One of the most tantalizing types of alleged.phy51cal
evidence for the reality of UFOs is the phenomenon which has come
to be known as "angel hair". This material is generally described
as a white, fibrous substance, resembling spiders' webs, wool, or
nylon. The filaments float down to earth and sometimes cover quite
large areas of ground. Unfortunately the substancg is unstable and
appears to slowly sublime and disappear. It'is said to burp ”;ike
cellophane" when ignited. Falls of angel hair generally colncide
with UFO reports.

Among the earliest reports of this phenomenon were two
sightings which occurred in France, in 1952. (3) At Oloron, on
October 17th, at about 12.50 p.m., the headmaster of the lycce
there, together with his wife and children, witnessed a strange
event. To the north they saw a fleecy cloud, of curious shape,
floating along. Above it was a long, narrow cylinder, tilted at an
angle of 45 degrees and slowly heading south-west, at an estimated
altitude of 2,000 to 3,000 metres. The object was whitish in
colour and its shape was quite distinct, Puffs of white smoke were
coming from its top side. Some way ahead of the cylinder about 30
other objects were travelling on the same course. When viewed with
field glasses, each of these objects was seen to have a red ball
at the centre, surrounded by a yellowish ring. These objects
travelled in pairs in short, swift zigzags. When two of them
moved apart they seemcd to be connected by a whitish trail. All of
these objects left long trails which disintegrated and drifted
slowly to the ground. For many hours afterwards treces, telephone
wircs and rocfs were festooned with streamers of the mysterious
substance.

Attempts to preserve the substance for analysis were
unsuccessful, because when handled it became gelatinous, then
vapourized. Apart from the schoolmaster and his family already
mentioned, there were said to have been numerous other witnesses
in the area.

On October 27th, at 5 p.m., an almost exact repetition of
the incident occurred at Gaillac. Again there were many witnesses.

There was some scepticism among ufologists concerning
these early reports. But others were to follow, to confirm this
phenomenon as a genuine one, requiring explanation. Reports from
the U.S.A. included two incidents which occurred in the same area,
the San Fernando Valley, California, on November 16th, 1953, and
February lst, 1954, (4¥

The explainers-away were almost unanimous in attributing
such reports to the activities of spiders, borne aloft by the
wind and thermals on their gossamer threads and deposited many
miles away. Although this theory convincingly explained some of
the reports, it was obvicusly nct possible to fit it to reports
such as those from Oloron and Gaillac, even allowing for possible
cmbellishment and exaggeration in the published accounts.
Nevertheless, the pundits could think of no better rationalization,
so spiders!' webs it had to be,

The Conden Report is not very enlightening on this topic,
After mentioning the spider explanation it simply says: "In other
cases, the composition or origin of the 'angel's hair! is
uncertain." (5) v ‘

However, at the BUFORA Ncrthern Conference at Liverpcol,
in November 1967, Anthony Durham gave a lecture in which he
discussed two possible explanations. He later published the text
of this lecture in a privately circulated UFO bulletin. The angel
hair could be a metastable chemical pclymer, produced in a tornado
funnel. The supply of dust particles and organic materials sucked
up by the tornado, and the high electron current, high gas velccity
and other conditions would be suitable fcr the formation of such a
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substance, which would be spun into threads by the centrifugal
force of the spinning column of air, The cther hypoﬁhgs;s
supposes dust particles exposed to a high elactrical field.
These charged particles would tend to zgoresate in clumrs, but
shear forces would tend to meke them fcrm long chaing of
filaments. On falling to the ground, the filsments Would }ose
their electrical charge and gradually disintegrate into fine
dust agsaina

This explanation has been suggested before, but
aprarently has not been taken seriously by utclogistse Micpel
mentions that after falls of angel hair in eastern New Mexico
on October 22rd and 24th, 1997, "e...cne pundit in Albuquerque
asserted thai the threads were composed cf ?tatmosvheric dust!
clumped *together by o shatic electrical charge," (6)

"a disandvantspes of angel hair as physical evidence
for UFQOs are its inghzbility and tihe likelihoca that such
material could in certain clreunstances L2 produced by natural
atmospheric disturtances, or Cisturkances caused by the passage
of conventional airurafita, i

her har

On the otl ,» when f3l1ls of this substance
coincide witht reasancoly welld teports of UFCs in the
same area, this will help to estabiich that the cause of the
UFQ reports is physical, rather than psychological.,
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From Mr GARY B. LHSLAY
Dear Mr Harnsy,

I was surprised tom sce in your Jantary-Tehruzr
BULLATTN the Dghl/Crisman correspondence. Tris lethons were
ratessed bv Mr Ray Houser without my knowledge and perrission.

sr

2 b

1 -0 mnds 35 clear to Mr Houser, as well as several others I
gen 28 to, that the letters! contents were of possible value
in pm .2 res=2arch on the Maury Island case., I say private

becar. e Crisman and Mr Dahl preferred not to have the conkents

of our gecrrespondence entered into public record.

Now that the breach of honcured siience has been
terminated, I supness it i3 my duty to corrscht geveral
erroneoud points presenced in your Ruiletin coneeriiing the
correspondence, rirosht of . h
12, I DID NOT have any tc.
Crismene. Also, I do NOT bhe
any time., Nor do I have
opened,

P
3 2y to the statement on page
.S from Mr Dahil or from Mr
e >lephione has been tapped at
any reason to balieve my mail has been

The matter of the almost-identical signatures on the
letters would seem to be one of mere imaginaticn on the part of
someone interested in achieving a great deal more than that of
simple interest from the ccrrespondence,

May I say that I am nct biaming the Merseyside UFO
Bulletin for printing the correspondence, and, in fact, I highly
respect your fine publicaticn and enjoy reading many of its
articles. I understand that you were publishing information you
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believed to be of value to research on the subject, and that you
had no idea that it was to remain confidentialj; that is, not of
public record. . . .

I trust that I have set the record straight in thlS.
letter. If not, please feel free to ask any questions regarding
the Dahl/Crisman letters--or, for that matter, about the Maury
Island case. Sincerely, Gary R. Lesley, 717 "A" Street N.E,.,
Auburn, Washington 98002, U.S.A.

Editor!s comments: Tn view of the above letter, editors of UFO
masaziites are ceguested not to raprint anything from the Dahl/
Crisman correcnoajence in the last fssue of the Bulletin

wirchout Tirst consulting Gary Lesley.

From Mr ARTHUR SHUTTLEWOOD

ey S e —

Dear John,

Wihnt a vast imnrovement in expanded vision and
nacionsnaze was shown in the Mersevside UFO Bulletin of
Jomanry=February this year! Wonderful-~truly... The Editorial,
for a start, was refreshing to read because it knocked a nail in
thoe coffin of deadly dull hobbies and pursuits: compared to
wrich mundane interests, that of ufology is a rippling breeze of
picasure, challenging mind, brain and spirit.

We are dealing, so obviously, with phenomena that just
cannot be measured by the guidelines and yardsticks of farth
concepts in science and assessment. When this truth is more
generally recognized and appreciated, much more progress will be
made in solving the problems these enigmatic craft and occupants
antomatically raise., Your whole issue exploded most effectively
a mmmber of tubbles of illusion and delvsion piped by so-called
fomerta’ who extol the alleged hestility of UFO crews without
any regard Ter fuman values (if one can employ that term for
extraterr rial tiiought patterns) shown by interplanetary

T
. - ]
travel Lere

rnest researchers have been ridiculed so often, and

ioat they are currently branded as 'eccentics! and
Personaliy, I could not care less., Such an attitude,
no matter how widesvread, woeuld rever deta2r cur local team from
ire Investigationz, falthfully carried ocut. The short answer is:
il w2 are cranis and nuteanses, what a pity the rest of a
disvelieving worid Is nev s branded, tocl

One huminle predictlon I make confidentiy is that all

the world will bwnow within the nary Iive yeers thoh UiGs are

do

e i o N . Ja = F . I ISR ) <

sttunl and factuels so that small crumb off asmsmrance may

- e . R P T3 7y e - ‘s . F(ae] S ~ .
encourags onlier smateurs to comiinue their earnesh evicris to

Pget o erinst wlth an Intangible quantity, regardless of ill-
conad Sriticism tliat savours of a negative rather than positive
nature.

Ciar seientists, bless them, will shortly be making a few
romentous aiscoveries that will completely vindicate the honestly
121.d opinions we have about UFOs and anti-gravity mastery. Stupid
stories about hostility from flying friends and kidnapping for
harmful purposes will also be dispelled by revelations at will
emanate from 'them',

_Enough of prophecy! The future assuredly will tell us
much of imporiance about the aliens who use our atmospheres from
whence they come; why they ave here; and what they can and will
teach us, when permitted. Those who still blindly clamour for
'nuts and boits or nothing! will get just that--NOTHING--unless
and_unt}l they elevate their sights to higher aspects and
aspirations than sheer materialism in conncection with ufological
discoveryt

Anywoy e thanks apain for an issue that puts many of
your coqﬁegggrarlgs in the shadss 1t was a treat to read! Truly,
Archur Shuttlewood, 17/ Pertway, Warminster, Wiltshire,.
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From Mr LUCIUS FARISH

Dear Mr Harney, i )

...I have rcceived the copy of Merseyside UFO Bullctin
that you sent, and wish to thank you very much for sending it. I
found it most interesting indeed. _

Judging from the contents of the issue you sen? (uapa/
Feb.), it appears that your publication contains what might be
termed the "advanced thinking" in ufology. ot mcrely another
listing of sighting reports, but a survey of the '"deccper!
thinking now being done. The "fairies" article was ecxcellent,
as it brought forth more evidence of the "little people" roncizi
which stretch back to the most remote times. I have alimys Lucn
particularly interested in UFOs in history, legend, mnythclogy,
etc.y so am always glad to see writings of thils n~iure, )

The Crisman/Dahl information via Gary Lesley wns anise
fascinating, as well. Crisman, in particular, secis to Le calle
a mystery mane. He was subpocnaed by the Garrison investigalilon
in New Orleans, as you may know. I have had some correspondence
with a now-defunct (apparently) group which claimed to have
considerable information concerning the Maury Island affair,
although I was never able to obtain any of their alleged material.
Curiously enough, the person with whom I corrcsponded, one "F.
Lee', gave as his address, P.0.Box 722 in Tacoma, Wasington--the
same as given by Fred L.Crisman! I am still wondering about thisese
. Yours truly, Lucius Farish, Route One, Plumerville,
Arkansas 72127, U.S.A.

) i
- -

From Mr ALAN O!'TOOLE

Dear Sir,

I read your article, "The Men in Black Reports”, in the
Flying Saucer Review for March/April and was interested by a
reference to the Merseyside UFO Bulletina

I would also like to say that I believe the theory that
you mention--that Albert Bender was suffering from delusions--
1s completely untenable. Bendert!s statements in 1953 to
Lucchesi and Barker's description seem to show him a perfectly
sanc, if frightened, man., I was particularly interested in the
brief statement by Berider in his book that the Shaver Mystery
is true. I cannot beliecve that if he had discovered so earth-
shaking a fact that he would pass over it so lightly. I believe
his book was a deliberate misrepresentation of the true facts
and that this brief refercnce served to explain his shock when
questioned on the Mystery by Dominick Lucchesi (see "They Knew
Too Much About Flying Saucers", Chapter 8) and secondly to
explain away any future sightings after his book was published.

Finally, I would urge you in your investigations to
note how many witnesses who know little or nothing about UFOs,
describe the MIB in the some way, and to remember~that if the
MIB are real and as efficient as they seem to be, then for
every incident of silencing you hear of there must be ten you
will never henr of. Yours faithfully, Alan Of'Toole, 4 St John's
Terrace, Bootle 20, Lancs,
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Hidden Data

Mr George Cregeen, commenting on flying saucers in the
Liverpool Daily Post, writes:

"Flying saucers are very much in the news at the
moment. A new book by Robert Chapman reveals that of 808 reports
" investigated by the Ministry of Defence, 84 remain unexplained.

"I can add one of my owne On a cold December night in
1951, two brilliant objects flew in formation with a Boeing
Stratocruiser for over an hour as it headed across the Atlantic
at 21,000 fcet. They were watched by BOAC Senior Captain 0.P.
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Jones and all the flight deck crew. The navigator had them under
observation on several different occasions, and was quite
convinced they were not stars or other heavenly bodies,

"How do I know? I was there, a guest on the flight deck,
sworn to secrecy at the time by five very serious men who had no
desire to have their legs pulled."

FEarth calling Jupiter

The United States satellite, Explorer 38, has recently
detected natural long-wave radio signals, emanating from the_
Earth. The signals come in short, sporadic bursts and are sn~ld
to be similar to the radio signals emitted by the.plapet Jupiter.
It is thought that the mechanism of their production involves
the Earth'!s magnetic field. )

We can reasonably guess that it is only a matter of time
before some ufologist, somewhere, "explains" then as the "Dero"
cxchanging information with their counterparts on Jupiter,

Amiable Fccentrics v. Boring Conformists

The fditorial in our last issue scems to have gone down
quite well with our fellow ufologists. However, we don't know
how many. "normal" pcople have read it and, perhaps, taken it
personally. So we remain alert for a possible surprise attack
by a vengeful horde of boring suburbanites, wielding rolled
umbrellas nd gardening implements.

No Comment

Mr Arnold Wilson, the manager and director of one of
Liverpool's oldest established bookshops, is reported in the
Liverpool Daily Post (May 1lst, 1969) as saying that he does not
stock books "that I think are about phoney things, like Unidentified
Flying Objects." He does however ndd that he doesnt't set himself

up as a censor, "If people ask for a book, I will get it for
them,"
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OUR FIRST REACTIONS TO THE CONDON REPORT -- by the Editors

Alan W. Sharp

In assessing the value of the Condon Report the most
difficult task is to arrive at some unbiased standard of worth.
Ls a piece of scientific literature it leaves a good deal to be
desired, but as a contribution to the understanding of the
subject it contains much of general interest and some valuable
elucidations of interesting sightings.

The temptation is to follow one of the least trouble-
sore alternatives--uncritical acceptance of Condon's conclusions,
or rejection of the report as a piece of official whitewashinge.
Neither, I feel, would be correct,

The Committee had what all sensible UFO investigators
know to be an almost insuperable task and can claim moderate
success in carrying out their brief,

The number of cases investigated was painfully small, but
the results were set out quite well. No evidence was found to
support the extraterrestrial spaceships hypothesis, but the
treatment was incomplete., Some cases were unsolved but most of
these were too readily shrugged aside under the amorphous
designation of insufficient evidence for evaluation.

A1l this is just about what one would have expected and
the fact that the Condon team did not score 100% success in
evaluation of even their limited number of chosen sightings is
hardly surprising. Had they done so, the feat would have been
roundly condermned by everyone.

Bearing this in mind, it is obvious that complete
success cannot be the correct criterion of the Report. It is also
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obvious that Condon himself was scarcely justified in naking
the sweeping assertions contained in his Chapter 1 SWIIaTY o

By and large, however, he is probably not far off the
mark in saying that the scientific fallout from over 20 years
of UFO research has been extremely small. Nevertheless, it 1s
wrong to suppose that there has been none. _ ]

The interesting and valuable chapters dealing with many
pertinent natural phenomena should be of considerable value gnd
interest to all investigators of unusual aerial events and, in
particular, to those who interest themselves in unidentified
flying objects. .

These chapters comprise the whole of section VI of the
Report, from page 559 to page 810, plus a considerable pnart of
Section III from page 51 to page 209; approxinately 400 pages
in all, out of 941 pages of tezt. Included in the latter part
(Section III) are many analyses of sightings additional to the
59 cases which arc described in detail in the 236 peges of
Section IV. .

Section II, called a "Summary of the Study", includes
corment on such facets of the UFO scene as the extraterrestrial
hypothesis, intelligent life elsewherc in the universe, visual
perception, photographs of alleged UFOs, radar sightings,
astronauts! sightings, instrumentation and the attitude of the
general public.

Of the direct physical evidence which is mentioned in
UFO literature, markings on the ground (p 87) and parts of UFO
equipment discussed (p 92 et seq.) include the well-=known Sao
Paulo magnesium fragments, but the conclusion is reached that
ground markings are inconclusive and the magnesium was of
terrestrial origine. Angel hair is mentioned (p 89) and "space
grass™ is accounted for as anti-radar '"chaff".

It would be possible, but somewhat tedious, to work
through the whole report in %his manner, but for anyone who is
sufficiently interested to wade through such an intensive
analysis the obvious course of action is to obtain a cony of the
Report and peruse it at first-hand.

I would recommend such a course of action to all readers
of this brief review, The main snag lies in the physicnl
difficulty of reading a voluminous paperback, but the effort is
well worth while and the 12/6 price mnkes the New York Times
reprint a "must" for all uiologists and many other people besides.

John A. Rinmer

Despite the frenzy of slighted UFO organizations, one
conclusion enmerges clearly from the Condon Report. The U.S.A.
governnent has no secret evidence that UFOs originate from
beyond, upon, or within the Earth. If they did it would have been
irmnn3sible for the Committee to maintain such a stance of
. lendid, detached boredom. As one ploughs through the thousand-
-0Gd pages of the Report one can sense the ennui, and almost hear
Dr Condon yawning and whimpering, as the phrase is. On page 548
(New York Times/Bantam edition) we are presented with a nmoving
and dramatic picture of Dr Condon being virtually blacknailed
to leave his beloved work on atomic spectra to start an
investigation on a "confused and ambiguous subject', one in which
a "truly scientific study...was extremely difficult, if not
impossible'.

Having however been inveigled intc this vague, airy-
fairy world the good doctor proceeds irnrmmediately to extricate
himself., The four hundred or so pages of scientific padding are
not intended fer the likes of us. They are there to impress
fellow scientists that although the team may be investigating a
thoroughly unsatisfactory topic, they are noct going to be led
from the paths of scientific orthodoxy. Here are solid facts,
lots of graphs and formulae. A really good attempt to kecp up
the tcne of the neighbourhocd. The actual UFO work (that which is
original, and not reprints from earlier reports or papers) is
carried out in a methodical and scientific manner, but does not
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give the inmpression that anyone is actually inter§sted in thg |
subject. Probably the approach would be the sane if thg.Comm%ttee
were asked tc investigate Magyar vowel-roots 1n Icelanglg. (Nctes :
the opposite to 'intercsted' is 'uninterested!, not.'dlslpterested )
The chapter "Conclusions and Recommen@at}cns” is a
splendid example of the nineteenth-century materialist approach to

research,

"Nothing has come from the study of UFOs in the past
21 years that has added to scientific knowledge., Careful
consideraticn of the record as it is available to us leads us po
conclude that further extensive study cf UFOs cannct be justified
in the expextation that science will he advanced therceby."

The argument is that the scientific methods used to
investigate UFOs are perfect and incapable of imprcvenent,
therefore it must be the UFOs that are at fault, and are inherently
uninteresting. Further on in the same chapter Condon writes:

"Ls the render will judge, we have focussed attenticn
almost® entirely on the material sciences... We have found rather
less thrh some persons may have expected in the way of psychological
problems related to belief in the reality of UFOs as craft from
gnlactic or intergalactic civilizationse.. We do not suggest
however that the UFO phenomenon is, by its nature, nore amenable
to study in (psychological and psychopathologicals disciplines
than in the physicnl sciences."

In this therce apnears to be something of the attitude
that 'if we can't find out anything then neither can thecse trick=-
cyclist guys'. Again, true mnterinlism, everything cnn be
explained in terms of atoms and stcam engines,

One of the conclusions that has generated a good deal
of controversy 1s the recommendation that schoolchildren should
be discouraged from reading the 'wrong kind' of UFO bcok. This
evinced cries of 'dictatorship! from amny enthusiasts. However I
would regard this as another manifestation of borcdom, rather than
sorie sinister plot. Possibly it can bc seen as part of the
educational backlash against current teaching methods. Dr Condon,
probably brought up on an educational diet of solid learning,
rcinfcrced with such worthy works as 'Every Boy's Book of Atonic
Spectra'y, would certainly look askance at such woolly-minded
attitudes to ecducntion. The attitude is similar to older teachers?
rcacticns to 'modern maths', which they castigate as 'playing
around with coloured blocks'!,

In short then, the Repcort is one made by nmaterialists,
bored and rather annoyed with a subject that they cannot get hold
of and put in their spectrum analysis equipment. Best parts are
chapters 1 and 2 of section Vi chapter 3, section VIj; and appendix
V. Here one or two intangibles are allowed to creep 1n, although
kept cnarefully under control. The case studies, section IV, are the
sarme as all the ones you ever read in Menzel's books., Section VI
is very nice if you like that kind of thing, but it's got nothing
to do with UFOs.

John Harney

The Report of the Condon Committee is currently
available as a paperback, consisting cf nearly 1,000 pnges
("Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects, a New York
Times Book/Bantam Books, $1.95. U.K. price 12/6).

The main conclusion reanched by the Panel is that:-

"Our general conclusion is that nothing has come from the
study of UFOs in the past 21 years that has added to scientific
knowledge. Careful conskderation of the record as it is available
to us leads us to conclude that further extensive study of UFOs
probably cannot be justified in the expemtation that science will
be advanced therceby." (p 1)

Howeveryy they admit thats-

"Srnientists are no respecters of authority. Our
conclusion thia: study of UFO reports is not likely to advance
science will not be uncritically accepted by then." (p 2)
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Thus the members of the Condon team fully ?ealizg
that their report is extremely unlikely to end the scientific
controversy on the subject of UFOs.,

Apart from the foregoing renarks, the tean seen to '
have been unable to state anything definite about the subject, and
their attitude to the unexplained sightings in the report is
sonewhat negctlive.

There is sonme
and approach to the sui
have a distinctly Mer
the vact that Menzells book, “Flying Saucers” (1953),; never
achisved a Z~rge enough sale tc b2 issued as a paperback, whereas
Leslie and Adsmski!s "Flying Saucers Have Landed (1.953) becarme a
bes seller. (p 529) :

It scems to me that it wold he fair to sum up the

hera g follows. The vast

Atd

nething very familiar about their style
pient, A1l of the comrents and evaluations
zalisn air about them. Indeed, Condon bemoans
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general attitude of tha Froject uc
majority of Urd reports can ve explsined satisfactorily as
mig¢interpraetations of aircrait and natural phenomena, and others
expiaired oz hoaxes and delusions, There remains a smnall number of
unexplained incidents. In these cases, although it seems that
genuine UFOs were involved, it is conceivable that the witnesses
were mistaken or lying, therefore they must have been nistaken or
lying. In another field of enquiry, the same sort of argument has
been used to discredit psychical research, ,

The Report contains a number of apparently contradictory
statements and comments. The most interesting concern allegations
of government secrecy concerning UFOs. Condon writes: '"We have no
evidence of secrecy concerning UFO reports." (» 5) Yet in the Case
Studies, Case 5 (pp 260-266) concerns an incident in 1957 when

" the crew of a B=47 aircraft encountered a UFO. The Project
interviewed three of the crew members hut were unable to obtain

any information from the Air Force concerning the 6fficial reports
said to have been made at the time. The tecam also remark on claimed
UFO events at Air Force bases, about which they were unable to
obtain any official information (p 70), quoting one of the cases
they report in detall as an example (» 341). This case came to the
attention o the Project from a "eource considered to be reliable,"

However, after attamniting to cbtain official confirmation or
denial of the report, the Projact zame %o the following conclusion:

BAlthough it is tivwe thot the rzport of this incident was
nevsr rore than a rumor, it i3 alsc true thabt project investigators
wers not able satisfactoriiy to confirm or deny thnat an U0
incident had occurred, Attempts to investigate the rumor were met
witnl evasion and uncooperative responses to our inquiries by base
information."

It seems to me that most people would tend to interpret
incidents auch os these as being strongly indicative of official
secyrecy in operation, although it is only fair to point out that
some Zreoupc greatly exaggerale the part played by official secrecy
in <ixe roncealment of UFO data.

Much of the Report consists of padding. Some of this
padding is very interesting, particularly Fhe section dealing with
atmcspheric electrical phenomena. However, as most of this material
has only an indirect bearing on the question and is already
available to UFO researchers in the appropriate scientific textbooks,
there seems little if any justification for including it. Worse
little attempt is made to correlate this material with actual 0
observations, although there is some useful discussion on the uses
and limitations of radar in the detection of UFOs,

) For some very pertinent criticisms of the Report, the
reader is advised to consult the latest issue (Volume 15, Number 2)
of FLYVING SAUCLER REVIEW. More reviews of the Report are promised
for the next icsuea

) There is one use for the Peport, for UFO investigators.

It brings togciher, btetween ona rel of coveraz, information on various
types ot neiuvwal phencmena, nony of which could vnder certain
circunstonces result in spurious UFO reporgs. Thvs it may help some
ufoliogisiis tc avoid making elementary scientific blunders when
evaluating the reports which they investigate,
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Flying Objects, by Robert Chapnan. /rthur Barker Ltd.,

Uﬁwdpﬁt“jj;
Londene, 290
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British ufologists will already be faniliar with the
topics coverad by Mr Chapnan--the "Flying Cross", Scoriton, the
Staffordshire reports, etc.

There is an interesting chapter about Warminster ~nd the
author describes how he saw strange lights in the sky while sky-
watching on Cradle Hill with Arthur Shutilewcod. It secms that Mr
Chapman was impressed and had absorbed the "atmosphere™ of the
place° He writes, of his sightings-

"7t was a strangce and, for me, totally unexpected
experience, and I know now how easily oné can.be caught up in the
flying saucer mystery. While watching the light (or llghts) I had
an uncanny fecling that something remarkablo was about to hanmren
and an equally strong sensc of disappointment when it Aid nct.'

Although impressed by Warminster and intrigued by the
Scoriton affair, he is of the opinion that the Cedric .llingham
story was "probably the biggcest UFO leg-pull ever perpetranted in
Britain.," Indecd, it seems that no convincing evidence has been
produced that ..llingham himself ever existed,

The treatment of the subject is very fair and open
minded and this bcok should appeal particularly to newcomers to
ufologye.
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Farnworth, near Bolton, Lancashire April 28th, or 29th, 1969.
Time - not known

Tt vas rcported that in the early morning of ..pril 29th
police at Farnvorth, near Bolton, were investigating a report of
a UrQ, dacecril ohoag A ”3:;@0 metql, cigar-shaped machine with red,
flashirg lightsa“ A police spoxoann saids ”Report seemed to be
enuine, The object wns said to have broken up in flight,.,"
Source: Daily Telegraph, 29/4%/69)

Other Renorts

There have been one or two local reports and rumours of
reports, .ilsoy we understand that UFO activity is increasing in
the Midlands.,.

The fireball of .ipril 25th was seen by many people on
Merseyside, including your editors John Harney and .,\lan Sharp, who
vicwoed it from Bromborough and Liverpool, respectively.

FSR Special Issue No. 2 FLYING S..UCER REVIEW
BEYOND CONDON ...

North /merican Report on Recent UFQ Cases and Reseanrch

72 nnages, with contributions from many investigators, writers and
scientists well-known on the /merican scene

NEW CONTACT L.ND CONT,.CTEE C..SES, WITNESS INTIMID.TION INCIDiNTS
AFTER .. MULTIPLE WITNESS UFO SIFHTIWG DETAILED COMP.RISONS OF
OLD ..ND RECIWNT W.VES, MONSTER ..ND POLTERGEIST LINK-UPS, BRILLI,.NT
CONTRIBUTIOKG CZ¥ MEDIC, L MM

ORDER NCW from <51 ecinl 2), 49a Kings Grove, Peckhan

London S.E. 3., F 12/-3 12/6 oversecas, or US £1.50 zby air
§1°;O extra). =i thance with order please,
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SCIENTIFIC STUDY OF UNIDZNTIFILED FLYING OBJECTS
(The ""Condon Leort!

If you have not yet obtained your copy you can get it froms
Lionel Beer, 15 Freshwater Court, Crawford Street, Londen 17311 1II5,

Price 14/-, including rcstagc.
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UFO DIG ST

Liming to nrovide a 'Reader's Digest! style service of TIC news
and articles, the U0 DIGEST will reprint sclected articles from
the hundreds of UFO bulletins and periodicals througncut the
world. Work is now in progress on issuc 1, which will include the
rcsults of a public opinion nell held by the magazine. s well as
reprints the DIGEST will feature regular colurns Lty well-knoun
resenrchers. The US price is /3 (3 dollars) for 6 nonths,
£gditor: Conrad Hunter, 1434 West Fairfield, Charleston, S.C.
29407, U.S.A.

SLUCERS SPLCE LUD SCIENCE

Canadal's leading UFO publication, published quarterly by Gene
Duplantier. /i 20 page offset magazine, it hns an interesting
style, and almost unique among UFO journals is enlivened with
sketches by the Editor, who is a commercinl artist.

It is available in Britain froms Miss S.Stebbing,
87 Selsea Avenue, Herne Bay, Kent.
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