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EDITORIUALL

Editorials

The editorial is perhaps one of the most difficult tasks
confronting the cditor of a small UFO magazine, The difficulty is
not in finding something to write, but in reshsting the temptations,
The terptations are particularly strong when no obvious topic
suggests itself. They are, for a British UFO journal editors

1. To write, in unintelligible jargon,about nothing in
particular. ‘

2. To pen scme trenchant corments about the politics and
UG orgnalzationdg,

policies of otier TFG GO0
Je T2 ba fuceticiss
We Youe ot yileded to Temptation 1 (at least, not
intentionnliv, we nave Tallen into temrtation 2 (in MUFéRG Bulletin
days), but to comazit on 1t3 resuite and consequences would only
stir things ip o noand probabiy result Ln sone fascinating but
irrclevant ccerrespcalanna, Ls for tempsaticon 5, we rell by the
wayside in our editcrial "irdable Feccanbries? Yesi" in Vol. 2, No.l.
To our surprise. we were congirntiilated by uiclogists wearing
-funereal expressions, who solemnly assured us that they agreed with
every word of it.
‘ Ch, well. ..ny volunteers to write a guest editorial for
the next issue?
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Dr J.MIS E. McDONALD = Professeur de Météorologie, Doyen de |
s; 722 de 1'Institut de Physique Atmosphérique de lluniversitd
de L-Lrvigzona

OBJETS VOL.NTS NON IDENTIFIES = Le Plus Grand Probléme Scientifique
de Notre Temps?

Traduit de l'américain par René Foudré, cet ouvrage a &té
ddité sous la forme d'un nunéro spécial de la revue "Phénomtnes
Spatiaux", Ecrit par un savant, il constitue l'une des meilleures
réponses scilencificues quton puisse faire aux détracteurs de la
réalitd specifigue des objets volants non identifiés,

VII + 86 pages 15,5 x 24 cm sous couverture carte forte en deux
couleurs, PRIX: 7,50 F,

Pridre d'adresser lgs commondes au G.E.P.A. = 69 rue de la Tombe-
Issoire, PARIS = 147, ct d'en virer le montant au compte courant
postal - 7S14=47 P RIS, du G.E.P.A.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

( The views expressed by correspondents are not necessarily
shared by the editors.)

From Mr ALAN O!'TOOLE

Dear Sir
’Reading John Rimmer's article on fairy lore in the Jan/

Feb issue of MUFCB, I found that he had come to much the same
conclusions as myvself., The lore of the little people is indeed
worldwide; there is indeed a memory of a troglodytic race ( In

fact, the beliaf in the &idhe, or hill dwellers of Ireland still
pers{sts.). But what i{r [.oi2¢ér fails to point out is the belief that
this race were the orivi;ini rulers of the Zarth but, by some terrible
force were driven undergiound, where they wait and plot the downfall
of the human race, This belie% can even be seen in the driving of
Adam and Eve from Eden.

Perhaps the most startling piece of evidence for an telder
race! is the strange discovery by the Doheny Expedition in 1924 of
a cave drawing depicting a tyrannosaurus rex. Simple tests show the
drawing to be millions of years older than man. Hardly less
astounding are the nail and gold thread found in England in 1844,
The nail, found embedded in solid stone at Kingoodie quarry, is
50 million years older than homo sapiens, The gold thread was also
found in solid rock at Rutherford Mills, Coincidentally, it is
roughly the same age as the nall and dates from the Paleocene age.
Not convincing enough? Then how about the human skeleton in an
eleven-million-year-old coal seam discovered in Italy in 1958? Dr
Morris K. Jessup!s famous "intelligently worked piece of meteoric
steel" found in tertiary coal beds, which i1s 33 million years o0ld?

Meaningless erratics? Hardly, They form concrete proof
that a culture existed on Earth long before man'!s supposed advente--
a race of humans like ourselves., Looking at our own progress in the
past 15 years it is obvious that this ‘elder race'! is, if still in
existence, incredibly advanced, It is also clear that at one time
this race had an empire that spanned the world since, as has been
said, the legends of fairy existence arc worldwide,

That supposition is borne out by the worldwide existence
of similar stone structures which could not have been built by the
primitive cultures they were ascribed to. (Indeed, in many cases
they could not be built by our own modern civilizaationl!)

The perfect example of these structures is the pyramid,
which can be seen in Egypt, South America and, to a lesser extent,
the South Sea islands, with thelr maraes,

An examination of racial memory and folklore tends to
suggzest that there occurred sometime in Earth's history a great
cat-:iysm which all but destroyed civilization., In fact, in view
of tnhz evidence and folk belief from the Bible to the Popol-Vuh it
i1s stupid to deny that such an event did occur and not only decimated
the ancient race and sent them scuttling to subterranean safety,
but destroyed their two main seats of power, Atlantis and Lemuria.
What this cataclysm was I will not venture %o say, but I believe
that it either made the surface uninhabitable to %he elder race, or
that prolonged subterranean Jiving has had this effect.

Bearing these facts in mind it is natural to suppose, when
confrontcd with a supsrhumean intelligsconee (tiie UFCs), that they are
the lost race of Ationrtis and Lamuriz ond That they are trying to

take back their arncient heme. Thelw wiwposc L cur skies 1is to,
firstly, examine cur rmiiitary i Llauions,. water supplies and
cities in preparation [or a sur:x 1hvaek ardd, cecondly, to
procure healtiiy hucan crectiens [or sxrerinonitstion.

Naturally the vazl bnly o Love cn vanizhing people
arouses CurlOoaiiy oulr o woeld sver sumoert uiat these people are
to serve in rermon Sxperiments LO prodldse « nrLrid race capable of
life «n %he surizre? Cecasicaally sowe of the truth slips out as in
the Viii:s Boas and Barney Hill incidents, but these are dismissed

by surtace men as tales told by crenks and maniacse.

P
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Sometimes surface men aid in the plot willingly. One
remembers the narrative told by Hermann Rauschning (see Stelgeg's
"New UFO Breankthrough") of Hitler's plan to produce mutants: "Ie
is here! The New Man is living amongst us now! Isn't that enqugh
for you? I will tell you a secret., I have seen the llew Man. ke
is intrepid and cruel. I was afraid of him," said the ecstatic
Fuehrer. Rauschning tells how Hitler woke up at nights screcming
that "He" had risen from his UNDERGROUND home to attack him,

How long this plot has been going on we cannot say (though
it is hinted at in Genesis,6), but UFO activity has stepped up
sharply since 1946, The su%terraneans seenn to have beecn Tilled
with a sense of the urgency of their mission. This may.be because
they have seen a threat in mankind's discovery of atomic power,
but it may also be in part due to the increased activities of a
group of decidedly pro-human subterraneans bent on trying to show
us the Sword of Damocles hanging over us., One of the biggest noves
of these benignant troglodytes nay be seen in the nysterious
Allende affair. An important hint can be seen in the enigmatic
"Happy Easter" on a parcel posted in August. When Christ was reborn
at Zaster He combined the attributes of the astral and the
corporerl body to the best possible advantage.

This is the intention of the troglodytes; to produce a
roce of homo superior, after which the use of the hunan race will
be at an end and the invasion will begin.

Ufologists, as RayvPalmer has noted, rust try to find
proof not only of the reality of UFOs, but also of their under=-
ground origin and it is my belief that such proof is there to be
found and we nust find it before the day of invasion conese.

Yours faithfully, Alon O'Toole, 4 St John's Terrace, Bootle 20,
Lancs.

From Mr PETIR ROGERSON

Dear Mr Harney,

Your editorial in the March/April edition is certainly
thought provoking and represents an increasing body of opinion
among ufologists, The last point mentioned, that there is =
possible connection between UFOs and psychical phenomena is well
worth following up and the work of Keel and Jerome Clark, for
instance, would indicate that some connection does indeed exist,

The main stumbling block to research along these lines
is probably the high percentage of believers in Spiritualisn ancng
UFO0 researchers, particularly at 'grass roots! level, which mneans
that a preconceived interpretation of psychical phenomena (i.e.
as 'spirits! etc.) exists in ufological circles. In this context
I personally hope that the words tether!', 'astral! and 'vibrations!
would cease to appear for all time in the pages of UFO magazines
and books.,. -

Anong the ideas worth exanining are the possibility that
hauntings, for exarple, nay be highly localized flap arens, that
the various UFOs, airships, phanton ships, ghost cars, apparitions
and nystery aninals nay be hallucinations generated as a
subccnscious attenpt to rationalize a totally indefinable and
incenprenensible stinulus. Attention should be paid to &ikx such
events .2 the whole range of controversiasl phenorena in the period
Septentber 1904 to September 1905, reports of elementals etc., and
hypnotic mists in ghost lore. One should examine cases such as the
young couple who experienced paralysis as footsteps paced outside
their lonely Devon farmhouse, or the French ghost story disturbingly
sinilar to the Fatima case; tne worinn who vanished from a lone ‘
fanily group on the Yorkshire noors only to reappear a few ninutes
later in a dazed condition; and the bones found in the cellar of =a
Bruges (Belgiun) boarding house after poltergeist disturbances and
foul stenches therc, a few yesrs hefore the First World War.

In refcrence to Jochn Dirrer!s article in the January/
February edition, sone interprzstations of sone traditionnl stories
night suggest that therc are UFD bases under Peel and Rushen
Cactles, in *‘he Isle of lMan. Perhaps there is something significant
in the iegcnds of unnamed horrors in castle vaults, of nystery roons
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such as that of Glanis, :
In reference to the Men in Black reports I would add two

olnts:
? 1. Following the assassination of Presidecnt Kennedy a
sinilar series of photo stealings and witness intinidations.took
place as has happened after UFO reports. Perhaps Lucius Farish's
disclosure about Fred Crisman and the Garrison &nquiry (which was
far from the joke affair it was regarded as by the U.K. press and
had reached far nore terrible and disturbing conclusions thon were
reported cver here; see "The Garrison Enquiry" and "Who Killed
Kennedy", by J-achin Joester) has some relevance here,

2, 1hers were runcurs at +he BUFORA Northern Conference in
October 1968, at Manchacter. What noy Winstanley had been silenced
as a result of an experlicr:e sinliar to that of Mr Leathley-
Andrew, of Coventry. It is impnscsible to determine whether there
is any truth in these rumou.:s Or note.

I would enphasize that I do not have any definite beliefs
in any of the above topics, but consider themn possibilities worthy
of discussion.

Yours faithfully, Peter Rogerson, 8 Braddon Avenue, Urnston, nr
Manchester, M31 1UZ,
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LOCAL UFO REPORTS
Warrington, Lancashire June 12, 1969 0130 BST

The following report appeared in the Sunday Mirrcr on
June 15:

Constable Sydéney Edwards, 28, stcod in the early norning
darkness by his patrol car, watching a light moving across the
sky. Calnly he reported cver his radios "It's travelling north,
flickering like a star.” Then: "It's stopped! Vanishedl" i

And another statistic was added to the growing list of
UFOs==unidentified flying objects~=baffling world scientists. This
time no doubt can hardly be cast by the sceptics. The light was
seen by three men trained to observe with ccmplete integrity.

The first was retired police inspector Alnn Machin, 51,
who put out an "alert" at 1.30 a.n. last Thursday. He was checking
his greenhouse door in the garden at Farrington Road, Winwick,
near Warrington, Lancs. He said: "I saw this light--and thought it
was an aircraft on fire. Then I realised there was no sound.' He
rushed inside to fetch his wife to witness it-~then he telephoned
Warrington police. Monents later the counle saw the nystery light
comnlete a U=shaped course and vanish.

Patrol cnrs were alerted to watch--and Constable Edwards,
a keen astronorier, saw the unidentified light. In another part of
Warrington, (Orford), Constable Michael Conduct, 21, watched it
and said: "I saw it stop 2nd vanish." :

Constable Ldwards firmnly ruled out meteorites and
srtellites. He said: "I saw a meteorite pass over at 2.5 ae.n. The
light certainly wasn't one . We spot satellites passing over, but
it was not one of those either." .

Mr Machin, ncw a chief security officer, put the height
of the nystery cbject at about 1,500 ft.

Lir Traffic Control centres at Ringiwoy Lirnort, Manchester
and at Preston were equally baffled. The oniy aircraft in their
territory was flying as far away as Lichfield, Stafis. A Defence
Mipi ety -spokesnan said yesterday: "This incident was reported to
us. lLin L1 cuch cases we note tines and details to see if we can
nakc -..» sxplanation.”

2 . % L (al ™ = o am s
Birkenlisad,; Chachive

© 15, 1969 2340 BST

' . nepor e 8 w3 fonoidoent aypessod in the Liverpool Daily
Post and the Loorevpecs kel on Jane jo. The Bsho report reads:

) sternons disc~enaged olject over $he Fender,
Blrk@rhniu‘;hcsi iizn* startled a security officer and his guard
dog. Mx Woll Piper, aged 37, was patrolling a Birkenhead
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Corporation housing estate in Noctorun Lane when he heard a
swishing sound overhead, similar to the hum of a generator,

"I looked up and saw a disc-shaped object, silvery and
glowing," said Mr Piper, of 66 Fender View Road, Moreton, nTt
was not travelling very fast, and looked about phg size of a
dinner plate, although I could not tell what height it was flying
at. It cane over fron the direction of the Woodchurch housing
estate and then passed over Moretcn. Even the dog cowered down
and was scared and yelping." ‘

Birkenhead Police, Liverpool Airport and Liverpool
Meteorological Office caid they have rgceived no other reports of
the object and could not acccountc ror 1t

On June 28, John Harney and John Rirmer visited Mr Piper's
home to enquire about the sighling. We were direcied to the
housing estate in Noctorum Lauie wiwere Me Piper was on duty.
Unfortunately our searcli of the estate provad fruitless and we
had to return to our hones witncut seeing him. It is interesting
to note however, that alongside lNoctorum Lane there is a railway,
and alongside the railway are high tension power lines, Fron the
description given in the newspaper, it seems that if the object
was fairly close, it was probably following the power lines. To
date, we have not been able to obtain any further information
about this report.

THE NATURE OF THE UFO PHENOMENON DICTATES THE OFFICIAL ATTITUDE

OF SCEPTICISM
by John Harney

Sumpmary

Many interesting UFO reports are followed by incidents
which serve to crzante confusion in the minds of witnesses and
investigators. These ircidents are oi'ten of such a nature as to
bring uiolcgy ianto popular diseeplie. In sone casee the confusing
incidents can r2asonably te ascrived Lo oftisinl obfvecation,
Other cases are rather more difliculh to exnlaln when investigated
with sufficient thoroughrneszs, tome investigaiors conjesinire that

L.
-

the powers behind the Ufl:s englinesr the cnnfusing incidents to
hide from us the truc nabure of their activliticsz. ir this article
we describe and discuss some Britich casag znd concider the
reasons for official attitudes to the UFO problen,

The VWardle Sighting

On February 15, 1957, a UFO event occurred at Wardle,
near Rochcale, Lancashire, (13 At 10 pe.n. that evening, Gwynneth
Fitton was waiking along a lonely lane near her home when: '"There
above her up the hillside and only a few feet from the ground
was a strange, circular object which gave off a weird =and bright
white glow. Belcw ftha object was a second, but smaller, snhere
which constantly changed cclour from white to red.m '
Gwynneth dasnzd into her home and called her mother., who
went outside and saw tne objest gliding towards the top of tﬁe
house. The object is said¢ tc have veschsed a point onliy a fow yards
from where the mother and drughter stood, remuined staticnarv for
a short time and then gratually lcsh heigid egan o
climb slowly and to rncve :

‘

-
-

r
(V)
B

v

E1, nd 1O T ) ~leg over a hill,
Thf 51§hdt§§ lazted ror i 2t wes Tieyed at
tpf sane timo, o ol fgroun of
witnesses. An accon wed in a local
newspaper, Lo ! ) e

The 10 % that
Leavev. M.?. ='¢ DN, hiod Y
Warils and inve: ¥ wos gufli

inpresscd by tued tories t ol quastion in the H
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Cormonse. .
L week later the sare newspaper published a long report

which nut forward two explanations, plus an incident which appeared
go b= a delihcrate ntteupt to crente confusion about the affair. A
Mr eil Robinson clained thot on four seperate occasions he
reicased a toy halioon ¥illed with Liydrogen, with a pen-torch

- -

batoory and o1l abtiashed. He told onat the Rochdale Observer
rensvser yvho interviewad hin described as "a strange tale." After
seTevel unsuscesatul athernts, he £inslly sueceeded in naking

"

hordscgen. Lvenfually he Yeonehow mamaged” Lo inflate a balloon with

)
D

4
the 2-5. Tno ioniicetion was, of sourge; that cne of these lighted,
toy tailooas : iole for the U0 renorts,

Tre obner “exnaenansion wne the disccvery of a Meteoro-
loglcali COfFicde pedd amgnnde cn the mocrs oy Wardle. The sonde was
sail to have beoer Touns iv a vloce wnere, according to the reports,
the UFO rust hnave nacs riearly ororhend. The newspaper report
pointed cut that the scude vwos De7”eftly dry and wimarked, although

1

it was found alnost two weeks after the signhting, during which
timne therc had been considerable snowfalls.

The report then lealt with an cbservation by Mr Fitton,
whose wife nnd daughter were the principal witnesses to the UFO
events |
. "Mrs Fitton's husband is beginning to feel uneasy about
the whole business and he is wondering if sonieone is trying to
fool someono else. On Tuesday night, the day that Mr Tony Leavey,
M.P., tabled a question to the Secretary of State for Alr about
the Wardle "saucer," Mr Fitton saw a cormercial=type aircraft
flying over Wardle following the course of the weird object which
has caused so nuch discussion. The aircraft flashed unusually
large coloured lights as it travelled overhead--lights rmch larger
than normel alrcraft lights—--and the following riorning Mr Kershaw
found his "unusual object’™ (the radio-sonde) lying beneath the
path the plare had taken. Coinecidence--or is scneone playing
gancs?o.. '

On Marech 9. the Rochilale Obrcerver published three letters
fron readsrs who had also seen the UFD on February 15. Their
descriptions agreed with those in ths other renhorts.

O March 20, the answer given ian the houee of Cormons to
Mr Leavey!'!s guestion was ©0o the eifact that 211 the witnesses had
seen a palr of hydrigen-filied tov bolloons,; illuninated with a
torch bulb, the device having been dsviscd and launched by Mr Neil
Robinscn.

in AL inis
Wardle on Arril 27. (2) He cailed on several witnesses and
questioned thecm, and asked ther Lo keep his visit quiet.

This affair seems like a probnble case of official
obfuscation. Obviocusly the Air Ministry would hardly be keen to
admi®t that they had no idea a3 to vhat the object might have been,
especially as the Wardle sighting was by no rieans the only
indication of UFO activity in Dritain at that tine.

Tt 18 certainly odd that an aircraft carrying unusual
colonred lights should hapnen to fly over Wardle on the sane day
that Mr Leavey tabled his question in the House of Corrions, It is
odler still thet the aircraft should just happen to follow the
route of +the U¥0, And the fianding of the radio-sonde eaquipnent the
following dav stirongly suggesvs that 1t wns deliberately dropped
by the aircraft. rarheops It was thought theat the aireraft, the
racdio-gcude, or poth, could be uced in franing ; Cicdally
convincivy explanaticns, in case the Loy LSalinorn explanation should

faii,

Tiiey Yme N, e R N I 3 H b 9 s
Ths balloom sxplanation, ns ginally described in the
Rochdnie Ghsoryer, was not gt all oo able with the sighting
repuris, MWr Robincon dasnarTibed Ya U 0", to which a battery and

-7
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dehbing was "exnlained" in
mohow acoulsced an extra
aobingon worikad in a

brne nint: the hicndiine read:

builb was atiached. Inwever, whan ©
the Homsz of ey )
bailogns Lt wei
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The Scoriton Mystery

This case is very different from the foregning cne. Lhicre
is no need to swmarize it here, as the results of ~ very detailed
investigation carried out by BUFOR.. nembers Hileen Buckle ond ‘
Norrinn Cliver have been published in book forn. (3) Whot energes
very clearly from the book is the fact thnt the ncore thought and
effort the investigators put into their attenpts to unrnvel the
nystery, the nore nysterious everything becane. Nothing cculd be
proved cne way or the other. Certainly in this case there 1s no
possibility of the confusing incidents having been cooke:l up by
the authorities in order to discredit serious UFO research. The
confusion was either created by the subconscious rninds of the
investigators,or by some unknown external agency. Teripting though
it is to suppose that Miss Buckle and Mr Oliver hnd let their
inaginations run away with then, it should be note? that their
experiences tie in with those of mnany other people who becone--
voluntarily or otherwise--involved with the UFO nystery. It is
also interesting to note that while their strange experiences are
generally sinilar to nmany JAmerican cases described by John Keel
and others, the "style" of then is somewhat different (quite apart
fron any differences in styles of writing), being apnarently
adapted to suit the personnlities and preconceptions of the peonle
involved. This lends support to Keel'!'s statement that the UFO
phenomenon is frequently "reflective'".(4)

The West Malling Incident

The official chicenery enployed to discredit the VWardle
sighting probably had the West Malling incident of 1953 as its
precedent, On November 3, 1953, the crew of a jet fighter saw a UFO
and-nade a report off the incident when they landed at their base
at West Malling, Kent., It was afterwards revealed that later that
day n UFO had been trackes on a radar set which was being tested at
Lee Green, Kent. (5) Because of the experience and qualifications
of the witnesses and their descriptions &f the object, their
reports were tnken very seriously and a question was asked in the
House of Ccrimons on Novenber 24, 1953. The explanation given by
Mr Birch, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Defence, was that
two meteorological balloons were observed at different times on
Novenmber 3. The question nlso included a reference to a done-
shaped UFO seen over Norwich. However, this report was very detailed
and could not be explained away as a balloon. (6) So Mr Birch
brushed it off by saying that he was '"nmot closely in touch with
the Norwich .istrononical Society which had reported dome-=shaped
objects enitting lights from their domes being observed at night,"
this being followed by the inevitable (Laughter.). More (Laughter.),
indeed (Loud laughter.), followed when an Honourable Menber asked
if the Minister would agree that "this story of flying saucers is
all ballooney?" The Minister readily agreed that this anpreciation
was "very nearly correct." (Laughter.)

48 In the Wnrdle case, the newspapers took the hint and
produced headlines such as: "ALL B.LLOOIIEY."

The Pclice "Hoox" at Bacup

During the fanous Autunn flap of 1967, an interesting
sighting at Bacup, Lancashire, was reported in the press, but
rececived little attention fromn ufologists. The incident took place
right .at the anparcent peak of the flap, in the early ricrning of
October 27. Constable Brian farnschaw was on duty at Bacup police
station. He is said to have henrd crackling noises on the station's
radio. He went outside at 4.10 a.n. to exanine the aerial and saidl
that he saw a cigar-shaped UFO hovering 250 feet above the station.
In his report to police headquerters he said: "It was approximately
50 feet long and 10 feet in diameter. There were portholes along
the side, but no visible signs of propulsion., The ship appeared to
be netallic anid gave off a bright glow. There was a low whirring
sound coning from it." Two k= other policemen, Colin Donahoe and
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Malcoim Reader, also saifi that they watched the obéect for several
minutes. 1t then rose vertically and disappeared. (7)

T™3is report went through the '"usual channels" and was
investigated by County police headquarters at Presvon. The Ministry
of Defence also nade enquiries. Eventually. on Jomumy 15, 1968, a
poline cpnokesnan explained the incident as 'a hoax between colleagues
that went wrong." But when approached by the press, cne of the
constabics not namecd) saids "All three of us stand vy *the report,

We defivitely saw the object we described, but I can make no corment
abou* *the incident.”

One puzzling question which springs to nind is~-why did
the police consider it necessary to issue a statement almost three
nonths niter the event, when mcst people could be presuried to have
forgoiien about it? It seems to me that the most lLikely explanatikon
nay bz that it aroused the curiomity of a newspapexr reporter, who
was deteiiined to follow up the story. It was certvainly worth
followirs up. =8 there were three witnesses=~policenen-~people who
could have wnctliing 1o gain and could jeopardize their chances of
pronoticr. by rabmicating fantastic storiese By January the flap was
dying Jcwn, btut w3 still going quite strong. Under the circunstances
an adniission tat the policement!s story was accepted as true but
could not be expiained was unthinkable and the authorities--no
doubt with grent reluctance--branded then as linrs. There was no
alternative, as their report was so clear and unequivecal and could
not plausibly be explained away, as could the usual "lights in the
sky" stories. -

Reasons for Official ,Attitudes to UFO Reports

There is 1little point in complaining about official
obfuscation and playing down of UFO reports, because the officinl
attitude is dictated by the very nature of the phenomenon itself,
Let us take landing and contact reports, for instance., If these
reports are taken at their face value, %hey suggest that witnesses
have encountered space. ships from other planets and their crewse
Many uf'ologists have accepted this theory, but have encountered
great difficulties in trying to explain why, when the '"spacemen"
speak to witnesses, they invariably talk a lot of ucnsense. Sone
peopde have tried %o get round this problen by sinply refusing to
consider contact reports., However, it has by now becn pretty firmly
establiched that nost of these reports are just as "real'" as those
of UFOs tracked by radar in the sense that the witnesses genuinely
believe that they have had "contact" experiences.

Thus, o thnrough, honest and objeciive meport on a UFO
flap would include everyihing from military radsr nlots to landing
reperte mnd, perhaps, contact reports, if any shouid ~2one to light,
If the Minlciry of Delence, say, carried out such 21 investigation
thelr rvoport 2ould not bte publicly approved by the Governnent. The
fantas=tic Aetalls 17 would inevitably contain would be unacceptable
to too wmwy peonle, Llso, the civil servants and service officers
involved in UFO juvestigations are hardly likely to be unaware of
the fact that the procpencts of finding any sort of rational
explanation for the whole UFO phencmenon are at nresent pretty dinm,
Another »noint Covernment UFO experts nust be aware cf 1s that
official ridiculs eannot compete with the sort of absurdity which
is evidently an IZrligrcnt part of the total 'C thenormenen. As Jlme
Mickhel has writtens ''Some caseSssesare veritahiz fesiivals of
absurdity." (G)

aczording to the Condon Report: "0iily ~ovih 12% of those
persons wno have seen flying objects they cannol identiry actually
report the sighting.” (10) The editor of a Ui regazine has so far
catalogued 721 reports for 1967 in the U.K. alciac. A® ic well known
nost of these reports occurred in the last tnree nontne
so if the UFOs were nade officially respectablc. thsire would be a
dangsr <t police and nilitary authorities being overwielned with
UFQC reports during a flap.
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Conclusions

The official attitudes of governments and other
authorities towards UFO reports may be irritating and frustrating
to nany ufologists and witnesses, but they are inevitable and nust
be accepted, under present sociai and scientific circunstances. /An
advantage of this situation is that nany significant UFO reports
can be quietly investigated by pecple who are seriously interested
in the subject, free from the '"circus'" atmosphere generated by
reports which receive nuch credence and publicity.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Condon: Flying Saucer Review Shecial Issue No,2, edited b
gﬁarges Bowen. lzi2§: (overseas 12/63 US #L1.50-by air £1.30 extga)

In his editorial, introflucing this special issue of
FLYING SAUCER REVIEW, Mr Charles Bowen writes that people have
speculated for over %wenty years that the UFOs are spaceships from
other planets., He goes ons

"Yet in twenty-two years not one of the thousands of UFO
reports has substantiated this theory unless a handful of the more
sensational, but dubious, '"contactee" claims can be accepted as
substantiation.

"Bedevilled by this stalemate, we at Flying Saucer Review
have.tentatively paraded, and have suggested, alternative lines of
enquiry, These have been no more than interesting speculations, and
gggtainly noﬁ decgnatic assertions that herein lies the answer %o the

nysterye.

) accordingly this special issue is devoted to giving us a
glinpse of the fascinating work of some of North America's nore
original and progressive ufologists.

. Many of the nore conservative "UFO buffs" will be
infuriated and "laughing scientists" will have convulsions, when they
see that John Keel's contributions to this issue take up no less
than 26 of the 72 pages. Others will be delighted: as usual, his
wri?ings are heavily documented ~nd utterly fascinating. In’an
article analysing the flap phenomencn in the United States. Mr Keel
draws attenticn to connectiong :nd 2crrelations between UFé activity

and psychic phenomena, gives det.tiis of his reseavch methods and
nakes useful =zuzgestions for fubirs atudlen and investigations,
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snother article by Jolin Keel, "i.e Coape Muy incident", is an example

of the gtrange‘and baflfling incidents which often come to Hight in
connecticn witi T80 events when the investigator insists on extracting
every pocsibtic detail from the witnesses.
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It is ehcouraging to see the increcsing interest taken
in our subject by qualified medical nen. Dr Qert@old Erlc.schwarz
presents the results of his psychiatric exaninntions of witnesses
to four spectacular UFO events. He finds then tc be nentally ]
nornal and comes to the conclusion: "It is felt that the oljective
detalis of the reported UFO experiences are essentiglly rerl, and
neither phantasied nor dereistic." He nakes suggestions for further
ressarch on the psychological and physiological effects of UFUs.

The other itens in this issue are all well worth rending
and T feel that nany ufologists, on reading it, will finally get
the nessage that our study is definitely not a sinmple natter of
tryirg to collect enough evidence to convince the authorities that
nen iron other werlds are visiting Earth, The evidence just does
not seen to point in that direction. But, in what directlon does
it point? BEYOND CONDON certainly gives you plenty of naterial for
speculation, ' '

=~=~ John Harney

The Taning of the Thunderbolts, by Ce. Maxwell Cade and Delphine
Davis, ibelard-Schuman. 30/~

This is one of the first books to be writterd on the
little=known subject of ball lightning. The authors discuss in it
the science and superstition surrounding this natural phenomenon,
and discyss it in such a way as to appeal to the laynan, as well
as to the riore advanced student of physics. Indeed, in their
introduction, the authors say that "this is not a fextbook or a
scientific treatise, It is a book for everyone who is interested
in the marvels of nature, the nystery of the uwnknown, and the
strange experiences of nisx rellow nen,"

It is only in this century that any sericus research has
been done on this subject, as, years ago it had been regarded as a
supernatural phencrienon and '"the weapon of the gods." Even now,
there are still some people who refuse to accept its existence, and
refer to "collective hallucinations," or "seeing things which
arentt there.," The authors trace the references to ball lightning
thrcugh legend and literature--Lucretius, in his "Nature of the
Universe", mentioned 1t over 2,000 years ago-~nlthough it is not
always clear whether ball ligh%ning is nmeant or the riore usual
lightning bolt,

There is a chapter on Benjamin Franklin, the inventor of
the lightning conductor, and a 1list of partially-danaged buildings
that shows that when people finally accepted ite==-there were rinny
protests on religious groundse~they were not altogether successful,
as they often set about it in the wrong way.

There are also nany eye=witness accounts of the
apyearonce of ball lightning during storns, and doing great damage
to property, The authors discuss in great detail the various colours,
types} chnpes, etc. of lightning bnalls, and Dr f£dnond D. Dewan has
conpised scveral interesting tables referring to a complete survey
of all Unilon Carbide Corporation personnel at Oak Ridge, where 513
reports were obtained from a sarple of 15, 923 individunls, as to
the colour, size, shape etc, of: the objec%s sighted,

in the beginning of a chapter entitled "Fireballs and
Flying Saucers" the authors state that they "have beon privileged
to attend neetings of Flying Sauceirs socletieg whoia sightings have
been discussed, and so=-called "contacises have described their
alleged experiences in neeting the piiciz of these vessels fron
outerr space.," They go on to say that they “crnact acceen’s these
experiences at their face value, but, on the cther bhand, it is
difficul®t to go all the way with Frcfasscr dune and lisaiss all UFO
sightings as subjective." They beliewe that after 90% or riore of-
UFOz 2nve been explained away as hallooas, robor car headlanps, etce,
there s a further eight or nine pes cent which can be explained by
bail lightning, cometoids and neteorites, They zar “hat the renaining
one per cent is also capable of receiving a valid piaysical
exp.anation, which nay be the unnanned space probes of cther
intelligent races (a not too improbable suggestion, since we have
reached this stage of technological attainment ourselves) or possibly
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sonething nearer hone, C

In "Myths, Marvels and Miracles'" nany cases are cited
in which the victins have died, Apparently, this ball lightning can
enter a elosed room and burn a body withoutl even singeing the
clothing. Another remarkabie aspect of this phenonenon is that it
can appenr from a clear skye. : ]

™s authors also have a chapter in which they discuss the
nltinatex weapon, and also what they describe as '"the latest
militissiats' nightnare, the death ray." In contrast to this, there
is a piece on the peacerul uses of Synthetic Thunderbolts. i

Tt is obvicus that the authors have gcne into this subject
very thoroughly, and I found it a well-written and.readable booke
They remain cpen-ninded about it, and as they say in their )
introduction: "The main purpose of the authers has been to previde a
readable account of thunderbolts in fact and fictlon, in legend and
laboratory, which is accurate and up to dafe, put which tba@ :
nythical person, the man in the sireet, will find entertaininge.
I think that they have done this successfully.

- flaine D. Wash

NOTES QUQOIES & QUERIES
Local Haunts

Recent speculation concerning the relationship between
psychic phenomena and UFO activity compels us to pay attention to
local reports of ghests and similar strange occurrences, There
have been several such reports in recent nonths, There was the
"levitating 1ift" in a hotel being demolished at Southport, Lancse.
One night-last month, notorists phoned the police to report a
"ghost" seen walking along the pavenient outside the parish church
at Chetwynd, ewpoet, Shropshire, on the Altl., (Daily Mail, June 11)

Cne of the latest reports appeared in the Liverpool Daily
Post on July 10; where it was revealed that two young couples had
left their hores on a new estate at Winsford, Cheshire, after the
two wives had indenendently claimed tec have seen a similar ghost
on the same day. Mrs Susan Tormlinson, nged 22, of 285 St John's
Gardens, Winsf'ord, snid: "I woke up at two o'clock one morning
and saw a dark shadowy figure crouching at the end of the bed, I
woke my husband John and nade him take rie and our two young children
to ny mother!s house at once." ’

- Mrs Phyllis Crritt, oaged 20, who lives opposite, ot 271
St John's Gardens, said: "I was in the sitting room at eizht o'clock
in the evening and saw a shadowy thing like the top half of a nman

picked ocut against the front door. It was on the same day that Mrs

Tonlinson saw her ghost, but I did not know that at the time.," Mrs
Orri*tt said her house was cold and frightening for two days after,
and «(0gs could not be persuadod to outer. Che left with her husbhband
Peter to stay with relatives for a week.

UFOs in Ireland

Because we hear of few Irish UFO reports, most of us tend
to assune that there is very little UFO activity there. Mr Martin
Feeney, in a letter published in the Irish Press (June 21), informs
us: "eeeothe following is a list of nlaces (in Ireland) where UFO
sightings occirred during the month of Februsry (169): Bantry
Mollow, Whitseate, Cobh, Balilinssasrthy-Abichill (all in Cori)
Mullinahone (Cc. Tipneraryd, Dallyrageet (Uo, Rillcenny) and ?
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Greystones (Cou, Wiridlcw),"

Planet Farth: 'n E-sy Conoucnt £5v Hoshile Aldens
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gty op ok 4 “wey authorities" to
fin .99’_fi e arg e 20 Lor o belilgercit tlaret armed with
lntefﬂ}ducbﬁxf bololevie missiles wirlehh pignt be used in an attack on
earth?"

?he Rus§ian Embas§y replied: "It!'s a hard question to
answer: we've no lmmediate information or policy. But it's an
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interesting question, which will be referred to Major=General
Leonid D, Nemtchenko,"

The .merican IEmbassy:« "There are no plans for fighting
an unfriendly plonete seese But I'm sure that if there was an
invasion we'd help defend everybody else, especially if the invasion
affected lmericals safety."

The Chinese Legation replieds: "I dont't kncw whether
our Peoplets Government would help defend the inperinlist ccuntries.”

The Ministry of Defence spokesnon was fatalistic, He saild:
"We haven't nade any prepcrations. I think the mericans tcke such
things much more seriously. But if we were attacked from ancther
planet, there!s not nuch you can do cbout it. ..fter all, they night
use atoniic rays or soriething and we couldni!t do nuch agninst thate
In any case, if an attack started, we protably wouldn'!t kncw fronm
which plane% it actually came, Maybe the liavy could help because
they!ve gct Polaris. But they haven't got ~n anti-nnti-anti-nissile
systerie I dont't think the ..rny would be able to help eithere-
they'!re nore concerned with local natters,"
Now .vallnble -« the new FLYING S..UCER REVIEW SPECI..L ISSUE o, 2
A North .mericon report on recent UFO cases and research,

Price 12/- (12/6 overseas, or £1,50-=by air £1.30 extra)
FSR (Special 2), 49a Kings Grove, Peckham, London, S.Z. 15,
Renittances %o be made payable to "Flying Saucer Review"
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UFO_CHRONICLE 1leaves the speculation to the reader. Get a regular
nagazine full of information, nct opinion = for 10/= or £2,00

per year = froms H.E.Hill, 25 Churchside, Vigo Village, nr Meophan,
Kent, England,
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