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E D I T 0 R I A L 

There is no convi �· , c ine reason 1.-vhy any p a rson ? young or 

not should not produc e  a U.��'() :-l�Ec.zine, if he has tho ti�·1e ar1.d 

incij_naticn to do so� 1Iany u�'o1-.)f(� �;t s live too far fro·1 Ijondoi.i tc: 
atte:ad =-�TJFORA :1eetings and the p:::·t;dnction of a :]odest UFO bulletJ.n 
is oft�n7 for the:·1, the :--1ost effec-cive : 1eans of kee�ing in touch 

with fellow enthusiasts. 
It is true that the standard of \vriting in nany of these 

journals is really a�:;palling, but for those who are l,repared to 

learn fro,-1 their : .istakes, the experience of producing such a 

bulletin can prove to be very educational. 

nobody is forced to buy or exchange 1.1ri th a :·1agazine wMrl!h 
he conside rs to be not worth reading and suc h publ.icat:;..ons soon die 

a natural death through a p roc e ss of natural selection. 
- - -�- -�----------��------�--��----�--��-� � --��- ----������--���--�--�-

ADVANCE OR RETREAT·-- A Reapnraisal for 1970 
by Alan �v. Sharp 

Two recent articles in the literature (1,2) have brought 
to the fo re a conflict vhich see:1s to have reared its head fro:-_1 tine 
to ti: :e ever since the beginning of se rious UFO inve stigation over 
t1..renty years ago. 

I refer to the confrontation beti...reen what 11i�ht be 
described as the scientific and non-scientific schools of thought 
respectively, although this nethod of grouping is- too stark to be 
eo: pletely satisfactory. Another pair of classes 'tvould be the 
objective and the subjective, tho·u.gh by and large the line of 
de·.1arcation would fall in the sa:e place in each case. 

In order to put the :·latter in so1 � e sort of perspective it 
is of inport anca to as!-r t:'1e qu.e'stio!ls: "l·.Jhy do people beco:·1e 
interested in the subject of unidentified flying objects?11 and: 
"What sorts of peol11e beco:·1e interested in this sub iect?0 

The answer to the second question is supplied in large 
neasure by the answer to the first and both re�lies have �Juch in 
co:-x·1on with the answers to f'inilar questions posed in connection 
with other interesting subjects of general public concern such , 
for exa2·.1plo, as astronor.1y and ex·cra-sensory percep tion , to nention 
but two which arouse wide interest � 

First o:f all it is obvious tha.t such things appeal to nro1y 
people with active, enquiring uj_nd s, both tho .se "'rho have been 
educated in so:·1e scientific discipline and those -v.rho have had no 
such upbringing. 

Socondly, there is the appQal of the unusual, the nacabre 
and the un"known. 

Third is what .]ay be d8sC'::-J.bed as the �·1ystical and cuasi­
rcligious connotation in an era of cllffieu1:� pr(>ble: 1s �v:!..'th which 
nany pGople feel the:.1sel""les ci the:r incapable of g:rappling, or out 
of tune �,.ith tho adopted sr)Lntionso 

Fourth is the de(!LJ.nins :t�ole of the a21ateur in :-1any 
i�1x1o-rtat"'1.t and attractive d:Lscipl�nns, lthich leacs to a desire to 
os�a1�s the continually expa�J.d:lng Z()Jle 1...rherc professionals hog the 
l!�elight and re si st the pa�ticipation in their lore of other 
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:-.1enbers of the conr1uni ty. . 
Fifth is what nay be called the "ccank ap p eal11 o 
Sixth is the general intellectual interest ?f a fr�sh 

topic which cones at a tine when society seens to be J.ncreaslngly 

orientated towards the re1.-.rard o1' nanual purs�its11 This :�.ast
. �·.:ay 

tend to explain the disproportionately large 11e: 1ber ship cf "t��1e 

disillusioned "1jiddle class" in the ranks of the UFO faithf,J.lo 
Fron the preceding analysis it is not hard to see vJl".�y 

ufolbgists ar>proach the subject fro:--1 dlvers vieW};oints and ivh;.r :·1any 

interpretations border en the nystic and occult. It is always 
teopting to eschew the rigorous de�ands of objectivity by invoking 

the supernatural when the going beco�tes a little roueh. 
In addition it is h2.rdly surprising that there should be 

a reaction against objectivity when so nany years of unre�1itt:Lng 

toil have produced so _-1eagre a harvest of concrete results� 
l'Jevertheless the swing to the subjective can be overenphasJ.zed, 

for irrationality has always been a r.1arked feature of the u"FO scene, 

greatly to the dtrinent of the subject and the displeasure of its 
oore sensible devotees. 

The plethora of highly i8aginative contact cases and 
tales of ronantic rides in sophisticated spaceships nakes it 
extrc:-1ely difficult to separate fiction fron fact and has 
necessitated the psychological investigation of observers of lWO 
pheno: 1ena theT.lsel ves in an atter.1pt to weed out the spurious fron the 
real. The great snag about this, of course, is that the re:.1aining 
reports -�lay be poor in quality or n2.y be explained in ter�·1s of 
reasonably well-Understood causes, of natural or 21an-:·1ade origin. 
One interesting th ing about a rigorous investigation of 1WO 
sightings is the insight -vrhich it gives into the evaluation of 
peculiar events in the past history of nankind. Eu;:.1an beings seen 
to be sadly prone to wislLful thinking and the fecund production of 
�Jiraculous events. Such things are all very well when everyone 
nnderstands the rules and conventions of the gane, but have 
obvious drawbacks whe·n people begin to accept then at their face 
value. 

This is why persons like nyself look so:.-1ewhat wryly at 
the wild orgies of sightings associated with Salisbury Plain � 
Skywatches there are great fun and one Deets sone very pleasant 
individuals in piquant surroundings. The :Jind is sti:Julatcd� yet 
relaxed, and visits are a welcone diversion fro�1 everyday activities. 
On the other hand, the alleged sightings and reports now e . .1anating 
fron this locality should be treated with an aniable reserve. 

There is in the area a certain undercurrent of nystical 
and supernatural belief which is a good deal less edifying than 
anything connected with lWO investigation there, and it is against 
the infiltration of si:-1ilar ideas into our subject that responsible 
ufolmgists nust be on their guard. Unfortunately there are, cJ-Jong 
the ranks of the faithful, sone notorious advocates of :-1ysticisn 
and anti-science. 

Hence the Gnphasis nust be placed firnly on strictly 
objective reporting and evaluation even at the risk of offending 
the purveyors of subjectivist nonsense. 

The psychological investigations now in vogue r1ay be of 
interest and value, but in the u�o context they are only a tool to 
separate the real fron the spurious, the inportant fron the 
irrelevant. If, in the process of separation, the evidence for 
extra�errestrial vis�tation disappears, that will be the end as far 
as th1s corr1entator J.s concerned, for he views the subterranean and 
parallel universe notions as conpletely unrealistic. Nor is he 
nuch inpressed by the "folk-lore and :fairies" an ,;roach Interesting 
as such thin�s nay be in their own right their p�oper �ontext vJould 
see:�1

. 
to be

. 
hJ.s�ory, pre-history an.d social anthropology rather than 

UFO 1nve stJ.gatlon. ' 

In sur_�-lar:[, then, the -vray forward is cleare IIysticis::1 :·1ust 
be esch�wed. ObJeCtlvity nust be the watchword. Scientific 
evaluatJ.on nust be the goalo The extraterrestrial hypothesis ;�1ust be 
staunchly adhered to as the funda:-.lental precept. Otherwise we :�1ust 
be resigned to the investigation of natural and nan-nade pheno:-1ena 
and should re-align our thinking accordinc;ly. A not in:!ossible 
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eventuality, it is only fair to re�·1ark. 
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TIIE SEVENTIES 

by John A. Ei�:r 1er 

Ufology is a fie1 1  that is over-endowed 'tvith prophets. 
Every year since the concept of the UFO \:.ras evolved has be8n 
heralded as the year the G:ce8.t H.(;J'�·elation v..ras goine to tnice }!lace, 
according to one writer or anott.er f) In the sixties we had beerl 
pronised the End of the World sGvcr-al· tine s , a 1Y.x·1ber of vari9ties 
of World War III, the End of Ci v:tlization-As�vJe-Know-It, the Second 
Coning, and Ilass Landings in Central Park , New York. Latest despat che s 
fron AP, UPI, and the lTe\v Chin� News �gency reveal �hat few if any 
of these events have taken pla8·2 . ., It 1::; therefore w1th courage 
verging on foolhardiness that I step out onto the thin ice of 
prophecy. 

I can reve al that the Great Revelation vdll not take 
place in the seventies. ( Re:1enber, you read it here firstl) hThether 
this is because it is a long ti:�1e a-co?:Jing, or just because there 
is no Great Revelation, it is not ny job at this ti:·1e to speculate. 
One great revelation will be nade by the United States (or Driti sh, 
Russian, or Pana�lanian) Govern:-Jent , who will deny that they have 
ever been interested in UFOs, that there are no UFOs, that the 
whole thing is total foolishness, and to prove they are not int ereste d 
they have connissioned the University of Eantucket to dis�·1iss the 
wholw natter for a little under half-a-nillion dollars. In c ontrast , 
deep-digging newshounds will rev�al that the Ducnos Aires �unici�al 
p olic e depart::1ent is holding three UFOs captive in n disu sed tran 
depot. In Anerica, nen in black reports and strange telephone calls 
will beco:·1e so conr.1onplace that the telephone con:Janies will start 
Dial-an-Alien services for ufologists feeling left out of thines. 
In Eng land, Warninster will rival Stratford-upon-Avon as a tourist 
attraction, and the local_papers will carry irate letters about tea 
and Winpey stalls on Cradle IIill. Snall news i te: .1s on pae;e three of 
the Daily Telegraph will give tantalizin� snip)ets of infor_Jation 
about large nUi 1bers of two-headed d;.·.ra:r·fs \.vho ran about the streets 
of C aracas for three dctys, 1--ri thout inv1 tinE; any co:�1: 1otion. Nothing 
nore will be heard about this. Continuing its "rell established 
tradition the l 1ersey side 1�0 Du.llotin will not actually publish any 
reports about UFOs on lierseysid�o 

Is the co:·.1ing decade then, h1X·.1our ap art , going to be 
nothing ·1ore than a sliehtly nor8 spectacular repeat of the sixties? 
Certain.l.:r it will be in part. 'l'he pot-boilers and tedi ous re-hashers 
will tu:::·n out nuqerous volu:.1es cf paperback trivia. One can. 
certrL]_nly GX�!cct the Uf.;ual ano1::1t of bureaucratic double-talk fron 
public agsn�ies; and it is i:·.1pr�1hable that the public att itude of 
anuscd scel;ticis�.l wi ll undere;o c,;n.y !·.1a j or change. Ilo-v;ever, pro j ecting 
into the seventies R nu.:-1ber of G:2.��eady perce11tible tr ends a rather 
nore hopeful aspect sce:·1s to presnnt itself 4 

. This Dulle tin, �long '\,d.t!J.. a n111·:1�er of others , has been 
advoc atlng a nore open, l1bernl at-c1.tude to·wai'<)s uf0logyo and 
suggestir:e that the interpJ.a.'1.eta.�"Y �:ypotf:e�is is only on� p o ssj_ ble 
expiinn.t1on a:1ong others. I� ·w-ouJ.ii now a.pr10ar ·t:ha.t ��� iJJ�h an 8.�"J:1 roach 
to the �)ro"blen is gathering st:r•enf�t�1� In the S9Vsr.t:{.�..�s thj_s tJ• end 
will c ontlnue , possibly pr0duetr:.g :·hlch nGvi inforr�;-... ·::.��-r_)n that ,,_,-111 be 
valuable not only to u:'ologists? ht.:�t to students of ·�b.e nind 
folklore<\ ctlld other diDCi'1•)}J.:nR:J !lC.�; D,.n•he:.�:·)S :Lnned J. c'·. · i � A � y c!:l1),"�r

'
ent � � . • • • ' -- ".!: l ' (_ . . • 

In the sevr:nties a lot of E-;�t:!:·en.�.l7. �.nter-�3tlng a:-ticles are going 
to app:?:r ln the pages of U.B 0. ��1c-.. g �,_i:�'..n8 :3. I1owever , along side thi 8 
new, J.. lue.ral a:)proach, · there lS :.t . .!...t.,eady e�1erging a backlash, 
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conparable to the right wing reacti-on in cont�:-1J?Orary political 

thought. Two articles in a recent FSR take cr�t1cs of the 

interplanetary hypothesis to task. TJ:e seve:r:tJ.es ��.1ay see a 
_
g�f 

opening between the 'liberal' and 1rJ.ght1 w1ngs �f the subJecc. One 
would ho1Je that such a division will not result 1n cheap, personal 

attacks • .r Sadly it see: 1s inevitable that it would. The gulf nCJ.y grow 

so wide that the subject of 1u.fology1 will . Sl?li t conl?lete �-Y� - � :) the 

• right wingers' keeping to the nane and s1;1rl t of Ul}-J.den� l 1 J..t-=.d . 
Flying Objects, the 'liberals' eoing off to a far Wlder lnter�retatlon, 

and de vi sing so: 1e totally new nane in the process. 1979 no:y vlell 
see a conplete breaking off of diplo:·.1at�c

. 
r�lati?ns be�Hoc;n the two 

1vings. It is te�.1ptingly easy to see a dlVlSJ.on l1ke thls 1n ter�1s 
of 'crackpots' ��d •rationalists', putting your ovm interpretat�on 
on v1ho • s who. I do not thirLlc that it will be so si:1ple. There w1ll 
be crackpots and cranks, and sensible, rational people on both 
sides. The two groups '\.vould be studying different pro blens fro�-1 
different aspects, and there will be a \vide range of opinion, 
infor:·1ed or not, on both sides. What basically will have hap�_··ened 
will be that the phoney unifying force of lights in the sky will 
have been renoved fro:·1 a wide range of interlinked pheno:·1ena. Sane 
of the li�hts in the sky r1ay indeed be interplanetary craft. If so, 
i2'.1prove::1e�t and sol;histication of present syste:1.s and techniques 
vdll probably lead to the isolation and identification of this 
particular proble8. Although not, I think, in the seventies. 

A trend of the later years of the sixties that one nay 
confidently predict will continue through the seventies is the 
growing nunber of qualified scientists who are finding in the UFO 
problen nany features relevant to their own fields of study. In 
this connection I nay instance Dr Schwarz who_ is investigating a 
nunber of physiological and nedical effects of UFO incidents. Host 
inportantly, Dr Schwarz is reporting his findings in nedical 
journals rather than ufological publications. He is not attenptine 
an explanation of the UFO. Rather he is taking it as a subject that 
provides an op:1ortuni ty for so�1e relevant study in hi-s l;articular 
science. It is this particulnr kind of scientific involvel�lent, the 
study of one particular as�.ect of the phenonenon in co:·1parative 
isolation, that will grow in the seventies. As a result of this the 
role of the ru�ateur ufologist will change. At present he aoes the 
lot - gathers the naterial, investigates, analyses, collates, 
s�eculates, concludes as he cnn. In the future nany of the Dore 
technical and scientific functions :Jay be taken over by the 
professional. The a::.1ateur1 s new function could be to take the 
over all view, rrnd try to discern the interconnections between the 
individual studies of the scientists, and to offer speculation that 
the professional scientist would not wish to do. 

I do not think thnt tho present network of UFO groups, 
clubs, societies and drinking �artners can survive any radical 
change in the nature of ufology. Although I only have knowledge of 
the Dritish ufologicnl set-up, I suspect these con:"lents will aprlY 
to any other country with an organized UFO study syste:·.1. Although it 
is often talked about I cannot forsee any far-reaching naves 
towards a strongly centred UFO organization, although uany of the 
snaller t;roups vrill go to the wall in the quite near future. IJor 
can I see an end to the internecine warfare that exists within and 
be�wee� �ri�ish UFO groups. As the decade progresses the type of 
scJ.entJ.flc 1nvolvenent that I have presaged above will render the 
anateur group increasingly irrelevant. l979 :�1ay see the deni se of 
the all-in, IJUFORA-type organization, and the s:�1all local group, with 
its Constitution, Executive C o:Jni ttee 7 and the rest of the 
par aphernalia beloved of the Organizc:c:b.on lfan. Instead I would 
anticipate a gro"tvth in the quality and reputation of the best UFO 
journals. They would take over the function of the groups� by 
providin� a forur1 for t�e interchange of infornation, ideas and 
speculatJ.on. Dy 1 979 a Journal suC!h as FSR night have evolved into 
an even �·1ore considerable periodj.cal, known, respected and 
contributed to by a wide scientific co:·1nuni ty, not just ufologists. 
Even without any very radical change in the present attitude towards 
UFO s�udy 1 I consider it unlikely that the :;resent ra:-1shackle 
organ1zat1on of UFO groups is capable of surviving the seventies in 
any relevant forn. 
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vlill there be any change in the 1"'FO }.�heno: !en on it self in 
the seventies? This, of cou rse ,  is the

. 
joker in �he :)fl_Ck_� 

Conceivably sonething could ha:;·c·en ( no-c even rul1ng out . lass 
l andines in Central Park, New York ) that '\vould render all our st udy 

and s�)eculat ion redundant at one fell swooj). Such chnn8os as h ave 

occur�ed in the · 1a st have been : ·: ainly in our atti tu de to1-v-ards the 
proble:-1. De spit e.�. this it is :)ossible to see so:1e obje ctive <?hanees 

in the source :·1aterial of our study. For inst anc e , the grovrth of 

the J.tan in IJlack as:lect does a:J-·_;oar to be an actual stntistical 

P"ro'\vth as well as the a· ) �; arent g:�:·o1V"th that is th e result of the 
increa �ed interest that i·s bei n� broU8ht to bear on this subjedt. 
J"ohn Keel ;)redicts that the UFO pheno:·1enon will boco: 1e incroasine;ly 

earthbound-� I can see no rea son to cont radict thise llore neH and 
u:-:tex:1ected ele�·1ents will 1�e introduced i nt o , and e: 1erge fro··, the 
wh ole li'FO llroble; 1, ren derine it not only ::ore co� ll")lex, but 
considerably :mre interesting. 

I cannot see the answers COl1ing in the seventies. I do 
not th ink they are what we silOL".-(1 bo lucking for yet. vJe vrill not 
st art gettine any answers unti l -�v-e have found out a lot �1ore 
qu est ions. 
---�----�------------------�----------------------�-----�-----�------

by John Earney 

ThGre was a lull in UFO act ivit y at the be ginn ine of the 
decade and this coinc ided with a lull in �1y int ere st in t he subject. 
lfy at tention had first been drawn t o the flying sau cers in 1952, by 
th e headlines about the great Washineton flav. Later -I had j oined 
the Flying Sauc er Club but, beine a s chool boy at that ti: 1e, : 1y 
activities were restricted to corres:;ondine tvi th likG-:1inded 
p eople and reading as : 1uch of the literature as �)os si 1)le o On one 
oc c as ion I went to a :.1eetine of the now defunct Wigan Flying Saucer 
Group. lienbers :! resent at this :1e!·1orable event were the Chai r: 1 cm, 
his wife, and th e IIon. Treasurer. The highlight of the evenint; was 
the 11layine; of a lone tape recording of the Chair: 1an, with a heavy 
col d, reading extracts fron George Ada: 1ski 1 s books. 

In 1965 I j oine d the llerseyside UFO Research Grou p , tvhich 
had been founded by Alan Rawlin son in 1963. 

It was at the liUFORG �-Je et ine s that I first saw Alan 
Sharp. On one occasion he gave us a le ct ure during which he whitt le d 
away at the tJFO evidence and argu:Jents in a � 1a nner 1vhich se e:·1ed to 
out-Henzel : tenzel. The :Je� .1b ers could barely restr ai n the:1selves 
�ro:1 P.Iissing at hin , as at the villain in a Vict oriM :·.1elodra:1a. 

During l9b 5 Alan Ratvlinson llroduced a bu lletin on· 
behalf of the Group. At the end of that year I took it over and in 
February, 1966, the first i�sue of the notor:L ous UUFORG �ulletin 
da.s-cendo<1 on th e door·1ats of u.:fologis t 0 -chroughout the lando 

l:toaction 'vas generally favou rable to the first fe1.·1 issues, 
although so!·1e readers see:1ed t o forn the i:spression that I vras a 
teenag�r

. 
�d �ote aJ:J;:>l'opri.n.tC!ly l?atronj.sing 

_
l<;tters. These peo:Jle 

wer e dJ.sl..�..lusJ.oned ,..,h en they rec�.�J_bed patron1s1ng_ replies. 
In our second issue Paul IIopkins wrot e of his inpressions 

of an International Get-Acquainted Progra: 1::1e lecture in llanchester 
I published it with so:-·Ie : ·1isgi vings. It c ontaine d such co�T-lents as: 
''The lights went out and the 1� ttle screen v1as filled by the figur� 
of a grotesque hu1anoid. Is thls 1.vhat the space intellj_gences look 

like? Oh, sorry! It is A da1.1ski out of focus." Surprisingly, a nu�1uer 
of re aders wrote to say they thougJ1t the a rticle was very fu.nny so 
we pressed on with the provocatJ.va naterial and the se ns e of hu,;ou r 
of sone of th e: 1 began to sho-vr sig_c.�.� of 3train .. 

So�·.1e of ou r corr.1ents ev��red Q:;_gry letters fro:·1 readers. 
The choicest of th ese , '�rhen read. out at :ru'F'ORG :�1eetJn.gs , reduced the 
;1e:�1bers to s hriek s of "Lmc or:.trol lr .. "hTu :·.1irth., 

In a ddit ion to these, ti ... c� :Culletin brought 1J.S so:1e very 
inte re sting and inforqati ve correrJi)Ondents, notably H1)b8rt A. Stiff 
of Oklaho�Ja Ci ty , vrho wrote a la rg s n1r1ber of fascin.s.t:�ng letters ' 
until the HID 1 1 silenc ed " hino 
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Towards the end o f  1966 we got even :·1ore con trover si al. In 

Septe:Jber I Fent to the D�JFORA Northern Conference in :LJradford and 
heard 11r Arthur Shuttlewood holding forth for two solid hours about 
the \var.-1inster pheno:·1ena • .dy scathing revie"'' of this event, in the 
October, 1966, issue of the :Culletin, wx brought t1vo indi.gn8x.t letters 
in support of Shuttlewood for publication in the Dece·1ber issue_. 

However, in that Dece� 1b�r i ss13-e �re r;:ally. excel�-<=--�� . 
. 

ourselves. Alan Sharp v.rrote a lyr1cal plece, "uoonllght a-c VJar-11nster", 
which practically suggested that observers there were victi·1.s of 
their own overwrought i ··.1agina ti ons. We also l;ubli shed re vi e\,rs of the 
.u�]FORA Annual General lieeting , " "\vritten by Dave r.:ughes and l··a1.:tl 
Eopkinso Doth reviews were highly critical, with plenty of sarc astic 
co:r1ents. I �.Just ad:1.it, though, that Eopkj_ns puzzled :1e at the ti·1e 
by co; l:)laining in his write-up that he had to :;�ay 3/ � for 
"te�Jl;orary :·1e·1bership1' in order to be ad-1itted. I had also attended 
the --1eetj_ng, but I just walked straight into the hall, assu� 1ing that 
the peoiJle clustered around the table were � 1ere.ly intent on buying 
the TJFO books and ·1agazines inevitably offered for sale at such. 
events! 

These reviews resulted in so;·1e tt�-1ore-in�sorro1v""'than-in-­
anger" letters fro:-1 DUFORA officials and a great shoutine; · 1.atch at 
the January, 1967, l:rLJFORG :1eetj_ng, 1vhich sought to establish 
whether or not the co:T1ents in the Dece:1ber issue 1v-ere justified. 
The shouting died down after about half-an-hour and the result v.ras 
generally agreed to be a draw. 

In the February· 1967, issue of the Dulletin Alan Sharp 
reviewed Leonard G. C ra:·1p l s "anti -gravi tyn thesis, n Piece for a 
Jig-Saw". This book cited the Charltmn Crater and other, si·-1ilar 
for:·1ations as physical evidence for the reality of UFOs. ]Jr Sharp 
pointed out in his review, as he had done on several previous 
occasions,· that all the evidence indicated a lightning strike -as the 
:·1ost likely cause of the crater. IIowever, nphysical evidence il for 
UFOs is hard to co·1e by in this country and logical ex:Jlanations 
for such as cor1es to light are, therefore, unpopular. Consequently, 
although the Charlton Crater has been discussed in the �JFO 
literature a n1..1:1ber of ti:1es since, no :1ention can be found of !Ir 
Sharp's prosaic explanation, :1erely a lot of inane waffle about a 
three-legged spaceshij_) 1·1i th a retractable S�)ike sticking out 
undcrne8.th it. 

In February, 1967, IFJFORG ; 1oved its : 1eeting ;;lace fro: 1 the 
Free Church Centre, Tarleton Street, in the centre of Li ver:'ool, to 
roo;·1s out in Dingle, which had been redecorated by :·1e:1bers of the 
Group. As these roo�1s \vere for the exclusive use of the Grou:"), the 
:1ove should have had a sti: 1ulating effect but in rec_li ty it 1)roved 
to be the beginning of the end. Dingle was too far fro; 1 the city 
centre to be conveniently accessible to several :·1e�1bers and, later, 
a �rolonged bus strike caused a further drop in attend ances o 

Another v.rorry of lfPFORG officials froll ti: 1e to ti: 1e �ras 
when the local press ex�ressed an interest in the Group's activities 
and asked :)er: 1ission to send re;>orters and photogra;_1hers alone to 
neetings in order to proYide :.1aterial for feature articles. A few 
of the :·1e:1bers had SO'le pretty crackpot notions buzzing around in 
the e:-1:,Jty spaces inside their heads and the �_)ros�_1ect of seeing their 
va�ourings in ;:rint associated \vi th the Grou;; :Jade the Co·-r1i ttee 
1vince. So it was decided to keep the press at ar:·.1 r s length. 

deant.rhile the Condon investigation 1.vas in }rogress. In 
the A:Jril, 1967, issue I wrote in the editorial: "Anyone �rho ex'.lect s 
an unequivocal state:1ent that the 'LJFOs are interplanetary is surelv 
being a little naive, to say the least�" and "'ftl.nobody should be " 
sur:)ri sed if they eventually issue a rathGr non-co'·1ni ttal state 1ent -
probably urginl? furti:er �nvest� ga�i()Il() 11 As is noH well kno�;-.m, Condon 
urged further lnvestlgatlons, ln �hs case of any scientist havin� 
a s:Jecific idea to follow up o Also� if we actually read the re�)o�t 
we will see that it is inconclusive, as predicted. 

-

On Hay 27, 1967, Alan Sharp and I descended on v'Jar· 1inster It was :1.y first visit to that �;leasant little to1m. \'Je booked 
• 

acconodation at the Far�1er Giles Guest nouse and soon learned of the 
delights to crn1e, as Ken Rogers and Nigel Stephenson were also 

• 
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s taying the r e o ( In tho s e  days , ki ddi e s ,  Ni g e l  St ellhens on \Ara s the 
:3�-:FORA Re s e ar c h  Di re c t o r . )  The s t o :17Y of that 1ve ekond wa s t o l d  by 
Al an Sharp an d : 1e in an art i c l e  G nt i  tl e d "Re-p or t  on · Vi s i t  t o  
\:Jar· 1in st e r " , in t he June , 1 9e;7 , i s sue of 1 HJ.F()RG Bull e t :Ln , Our 
a s s e s s: 1ent of the s i tuat i on 1v.::. 0 s o· ·1e1-rhat s c e:1 t i c al , so \,re 1vG 1 0 
del i ght e d '\vhen it v.Ja s re�_� r in.t e d  in Flying Sauc e r  Revi e1·l � ' 1 .� :.'��lJ): 
enc�Q.u.r.�g_��r . .  l_e_!?. lL�t:r.e�§." o S o  far a s  �:re c an g athe r , though , t:r:,_e o the r s 
1.ve re not e nc our ag e d  and the 1vorl d ' s le ading UFO j ourn8.1 suf f e re d  
8. sl i ght dro11 in c i r culat i on , whi c h  s o on r e c ove re d '''hen r e o.. dG r s  
r eali ze d  that they di d not 1vant · - o : ,_i s s  anythi ng e ven · 1.o re a· ·1u. zing 
than " The Ho st A la zi ng C a s e  of All 1 1 , ( t he Vi l l a s  B o a s st o ry )  \�1hi c h  
1ifOUl d ve ry l ikely ap �!e ar in the next i s sue af te r the i r  sub s c ri �_1 t ions 
r fu"'l out . 

T o  r e turn t o  Ha r:�1in s t e r . On the Sunday e vening ( I 1ay 2i1 ) 
• a nu· 1be r of uf o l og i st s \'Je re dr inking in the 1 '1:Jun.ch of G ra�; e s • " 

Suddenly , the d o or wa s flung Oj) en and j_n ru she d Ken Ro g er s , c r ying � 
"Ee t s had a llhys ic al c ont a c t  l Ee r s had · a phy s i c al c ont ac t l ... , 

• n oh ,  you naughty boy l n exc l ai :·1e d the lady behind the bar , 
:1 e rhaj_1 s : .1i sunder s t anding hi: 1 .  

We s o on di sc ove re d that " he ; , ,.,ra s Arthur Shut t l ewo o d  8nd 
he �.rd the s t o r y  of h o\'J he ha d b e en vi s i t e d by an "Aen st ri an t t  ··1 en 
that ve ry af t e rno on • .t...nd l·.rhi l e thi s · 1o .. 1ent ou s event ha d been t aki ng 
�1 l ac e we He r e  only a f eu hundr e d  ya rd s  a\Arny ! ( F or Hr Shut t l ewo o d  1 s 
ac c ount of thi s inc i dent 1 s e e  hi s b o ok ,  1 1 \'Jarning s f r o· 1 Flying 
Fri end s ' r 4 ·) 

During the su: r 1.e r of 1 9 6 7  a g r e at UFO fl a:1 g � t  lli'lde r \·ray . 
l -1 o s t  of the l o c al s i ght i ng s we re r athe r vague , but the r e  1-va s a 
p arti cul a rly inte r e s t ing r e� o r t f r a 1  Eindl e y , Lanc a shi re , 1ilie r e  a 
larg e  7 g l en-ring , c one -- sha:l e d o b j e c t  had b e e n  s e e n . I : 1ade a 
p r eli: 1i nary vi si t and gathe re d  s o: 1e extra de t ai l s " Then l at e r . 
anothe r t r i 1_• we. s 1.1DdA r t ake n v �Jhen '\ve f inal ly g ot g oing , the · 1.e· J.b e r s  
o f  the ex) e di t i on inc lude d : 1ys e lf , Alan Sha rll , r1 aul Eo�JJ:ci_n s and hi s 
gi rl f r i end ( no\v hi s \·ri fe ) ,  hi s b r o t he r l'Ji chol a s , Dave I�ughe s and 
Ron Donnelly $ v'J'e s e t  out in a c onvoy of vehi c l e s  e o: 1:1 ri s ing a c ar , . 
a bub bl e  c ar 1  . a van and a sc o o te r o  \'Jhen we ar r ive d at the si t e of 
the r::.ll e g e d  ,.TFO event s 1-ve c oul d only une a r t h  one v.ri tne s s , irrho \va s 
int e rvie1.�re d by Al an Shar�) and : 1y self , We then j o ine d the SUl1 e :rnu··1ary 
:Je: 1ber s of the exr, e di t i on on C'l.n a d j  ac �nt slag he a:; , ove r uhi c h  the 
TWO wa s s ai d t o  have hove r e d . The r e  we a ru s e d  our s e lve s for s a 1 e  
t i· 1e b y  taking pl'lot o e ra:1hs o f  one an othe r , di g g i ng f o r f o s si l s  and 
c au s ing : 1ini ature land s'l j_ de s . 

· 

Whe n  thi s be g an t o  p al l  v.re set off f or St I:e l en s iJhe r e  1ve 
had a fi sh and chi� su� �! e r , f o l l o� d  a l i t t l e  lat e r by an a e re e abl e 
c ou:.J l e  of j ar s o He f i nal ly fini. she d up c onduc t ing a s o r t  of · · 
sky·wat ch on a hi ll t o) ,  \Arhe re P aul :�o�)kin s bu si ly �vli ddl e c-:. 1.1i th a 
p j_ e c e  of s o�•hi s·t l c �te <1-l . 0 nking ,  ho· 1e -· .1ade e l e c t r oni c e qui ·:-: · , en t ,  
wi th i: ·1p re s s j .ve l ooking :f l o. sh i ng l i ght s on i t . Thi s g adg et v.ra s f o r  
de t ec t j_ng : 1et e or s ent e ring th e e arth r s at: 1o s::)he r e , o r s o' 1ething 
l i ke that " A g o o d  t i- - le - -t o q_uo t e  tho olrl. c l i che - ---vra s had by one 
an d all .. 

In Fove: 1b e r , 1 967 , l HTI�'GRG we re h o s t s t o  the L-� �1�C RA 
Horthe rn C onf e r e nc e . I t  1v�1. s not an 1.mqual i fi e d suc c e s s . Dur inP' the :Jorn�n� ;- .  :0l o?d Donor se � si v:r: v.ra s taking :; lac e on the s a· 1e ll r� � J.i s e s ,  
c au s ::_:l.g .c.l la rl ou s c onfu s l on -e o  b l o o d  dono r s and uf ol o g i st s .. A 
t e l Gvi si on t e 2: 1. we. s al s o in at t e1.1danc e ., se e king out sui t ably zany 
�; e o:_; l e  ui th Hhi c h  t o  f i l:·.1 int e rvi e1v s 9 , 

The : .1 8-i n sp e ake r s  we re Charl e s  J�owen and Anthony DurhC�.: 1 
-v-rho b oth g ave int � re s t j_ ng and i.nf or: 1at ive le c ture s .  The othe r l e c ture 
of the day 1.·1a s 1ve ll su:T �e d up by .L:L.onel Dee r , in t he De ce� 1b e r  196 7 · 
i s sue of Sp ac el ink 9 IIe 1vr ot e � nAft e r  t h.� t e a  inte rv al , H .  Skell an of 
D . I . G . A . P . t alke 0 .. ab out the ne chan1 c� al i; l;_; l i c at i on s  o f  TJ1Jl0 s . A:-1on P" s t  
hi s p r o:1 s Ha s a tyr e l e s s  bi cyc J F� 1•rhe el q 1"/hi ch h e  r evolve d a fe1v- o 
ti· ·1e s .  Thi s �-� ro duc e d a not i c e ablr; r..-: c. T c �J :tng of ch ai r s , � 1 ar t i c ul arly 
a� ·1ong s t  the C an  bri dg e Uni ve r s j_ ty G r o u.j) o ' '  

·-
Li one l  al s o  -v.rr o t e g "Al t:C .. our;h the c onf e r e!t.c e �t·Ja s rat e d  a 

suc c e s s , one ex�_- e c t e d  g re ate r th:Lng s in vi e-v; of t he hi g h--hcrnde d 
c r i ti c i s: J  of the 1966 A . G  . I L , '\vh i c h  a� �_, e are d in l iUFORG Bul le t in . n 
T ouche , a s  they s ay • 

.8ventual ly , I de c i de d  t o  r e si gn f r o: 1  J. F �._:,ORG and p r oduc e an 
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indep�nd.Qn� UFO bu.ll �tin .  Accordingly the l a st i s sue of HUFO RG 

Bulletin wa s publi she d in O c t obe r , 1967 . Alan S�arp � g r e e d �o be 

Scienc e Edit or of the new public at .i. on and the f1 r s t  1 s sue o1 

l 1e r seysi de UFO Bulletin appeare d o arly in 196 0 .  A� a re s�lt your 
e di t or wa s int e rvi ewed by a rep or t e r  f r on the Deb1ngt ?n H ews :�_ vJho 

wrot e a del i ghtful feature , er:t i  t le c;l "John J. n the S? ept�cal S � �;- c (; r 

Sp ott er" . I al so rec or de d an 1nt e rv1 ew on .iJDC Rad1 o l 1 c.- r s cysJ u.e . 

The new bulle tin wa s suc c e s sful , but the g r eat flap of 

1967 had died dovm and there was very li t tl ? nat e r i �l of loc al 

int er e st avail able t o  u s . Eventually J ohn RJ.nne r jo J.ne d us and 

p r ovi de d nuch i nter e s t ing and thought -p r ovoking c op y .  1 1e antvhi l e , 

l 1UFORG had abandone d thei r  p rerrl se s in Dingle and returned t o the 

Free C hurch C entre . VJc began t o  at tend the i r  ::1e e t ing s and f ound that 

they had a nev,r tr e a sure r , El aine \AJa sh , 1vho fo:md he r s e l� t o  be the 

only act ive fenal e nenb e r  of the Group . She f 1nal ly ro s1gnc d f r oo 

the Gr oup and j oine d  our te m 1  bec au s e , a s  she sai d , the nen?er s 

sp ent the Jeeting s di scus sing not o r  c ar s  an� ob scur e  e�e c t r1 c �l 

g adg e t s ,  though UFO s we re oc c a si onally nontJ. one d . The I 1e r s e y s1de 

UFO G r oup i s  now defunc t .  
The c ar e e r  of 1 1UFOD t o  dat e ha s b e e n  ve ry uneventful , 

exc e p t  that we had tho honour of having an art i c le about the l fiB 
rep rint e d  i n  Flying S auc e r  Revi ew . Thi s di d not p roduc e any 

sini st e r  vi s i t ati on s  or bi zarr e  t elephone c all s , but we -vve re 
suitably awe d when we rec eive d a letter f r on none othe r than John 
Keel hin self ! 

F o r  ne , then , the sixti e s  c l o s e d  qui e t ly , a s  they had b e gun .  
I hop e the s eventi e s  wi ll p r ove t o  b e  no re eventful . 
- --- - -- - � - - � - � -- - -- - - - - - - � �---- � -� - � - � - - - - � - � � --- � - -- � -� � � - � � � � -� � - - --

A REC ENT SKYWATCH AT WARHINST ER 
by J ohn Harney 

On the evening of Jan uary 3 ,  197 0 ,  Alan Sharp end I 
at t ended the regular Satur day ni ght skywa t c h  on C radle Hi ll , 
Warninster . 

The ni ght wa s f r o sty , but c l oudy at fi r st , with only a 
f ew s t ar s vi sible now and ag ain . A s  we r e ache d tho g a t e , we c ould 
he ar the p arty of wat ch e r s walking t owar d s  u s  down the road f r on 
the guar dhouse . Hr Shutt lewo o d  c ane ove r and sp oke t o  u s  and -vve 
a ske d hi;:J about the si gnifi c anc e of the sp ot known a s  He aven ' s  
G at e �  on the Long loat e s t ate . He told u s  that one of the usual 
"breaking p oint s "  f o r  C r adl e Hi ll UFO s ( i . e .  the part of th e sky 
in which they fi r s t app e ar )  wa s on a l ine with He aven ' s G ate . lie 
rep e at e d  hi s opinion that i t  ni ght be a pl ac e  whe r e  di ffe rent 
dinen s i on s  net . ( 1 )  I t  wa s al so reput e d  to be the oe c t ing pl ac e of an 
all -nale c oven of wi tche s .  Th8 re wa s s ane t alk of st rang e s:�1ell s 
and atno sphere s notic e d  by ob serve r s  on Cradle Hi ll and at He aven r s  
G at e . 

Eventually no st of u s , inc luding Hr Shutt l ewo od , s e t  off 
up the road to the guR.rdhouse . A s  we p a s s e d  the c op se on our left 
we we re tol d tha t  hor se s ref' usod to g o  ne ar i t . We c ontinued to walk 
foe a few hundre d  yards on t o  the r ang e s .  On our way back we 
dec i de d  t o  inve st i gate the c op s e . An uru dent ifi e d  odour wa s noti c e d  
iru�edi ate ly we ent e re d  i t  and , aft e r  nuc h  sni ffing , Alan Sharp t rac e d 
i t  t o  a barn full of hay , j u s t  out side the c opse . Wi th that l i t t l e  
nyste ry s olve d we r e sunc d our walk b a c k  t o  the gate where the c ar s  
we re parke d .  

By now , tho sky wa s c le ar ing and l ir Shuttlewoo d  t ol d  u s  t o  
wat c h  the Pl ough , whi ch wa s behind u s  a s  we walke d down the r oad . We 
walke d  oni glanc in€2 back no-vr and ag ain 1 but Arthur hung b ac k and 
wa s soon o st t o  Vl ew . Suddenly , wh en w e  we r e  ab out half way to the 
gat e , there wa s an outbre ak of exc l anat i on 3  f r on nenbe r s  of the 
p ar ty . A br i ght , fl i c ke ring , o r ang e light 1.va s seen sonewhe r e  u:J near 
the C radle Hi ll c op s e . 1 1 o st of us s a-·11 i t  o On.e or two pe ople l e�p t  
ove r the bar be d 1ifi re fenc e and ra8 e <l  off i n  i t s  g ener al di r e cti on . 

" I t ' s like s onebody li ght ing a c i g aret te , "  I said . Sone one 
el se s ai d  that i t  l o oked l ike " rap i d  Hor se " . 

Pe op le s hout e d  t o  Ar thur , a sking had he s e en i t . An 

• 
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afri rnati ve an swe r f l o a t G d  f aintly b ac k  on the f r o s ty ai r &  However , 

when he re j oine d u s  he s a i d  he thought at fir s t  t hat we hn.d s 2 en 

wha t  he h,qd s e en , whi c h  wa s an ob j e c t  noving hori z ont ally ac r o s s  

the l owe r p a rt of the Pl ough .. The ob j e c t  wa s s one thir:g l ilce a 

sh o o t ing s t ar , exc e p t  that i t  fla she d on and off . . 
Heanwhi l e , po op l e  we re sc r c;nbl ing ove r the bar be� . 1,J j_ r e 

fenc e and running up t o  the C ra dl e  I--I1ll c op s e .  L e s s  ene r g e G J. c  

wat che r s  st r o l l e d  d own t o  the g at e . I eventually j o ine d the p arty 

up by the c op se . The sky �tva s qu1 t e  c l e ar nov1 and nany n e t e or s ·��re r e  
s e en . The st r ange light wa s g ene r ally ag r e e d  t o  have be en so�e one 
li ght ing a c i g n r e tt e . 

We we re t o l d  that , b e f o r e  1�e a r r i ve d  that e vening , __ R s t r ong 
sr.1e l l  of sulphur wa s noti c e d  on C r adle Hi ll , nenr the ga t 2 . 1 t 
s ee:·1e d t o  b e  waf t ing f r on the di re c t i on of the c o11 s e an d  i t  p er s i st e d 
f or ab out a qua r t e r of an hour o We we re unnbl c t o  exp l ai n  thi s 
odour , a s  we hnd al s o  b e e n  baff l e d  by t he exj! c ri enc e of John Ri� r1e r , 
when he and I vi s i t e d  1'l�rnin stc r l a s t S o· • teube r . On thct t  o c c a si on he 
be c ane a are Of a Sn ell ' l l l i kc SC ente d SOap 1 1 ' 1-<Thi c h  he de t e c t e d  on 
C radl e Hill in an ar e a  exte nding f r on the g ate t o  nbiliut 80 ya r d s  
down the r o a d . The s t r ange thing about i t  wa s that n o t  one o f  the N±k 
othe r p u op l e  p r e s ent wa s able t o  de t e c t  i t . 

Finally , ba ck at the g at e , t he skywa t c h  s e ene d t o  be 
c oning qui e tly t o  a c l o s e , as the f r o s t  g rew no re p enetrating . Hr 
Shutt l ewo od shook hrtnd s  and s ni d  g o o dni ght . Suddenly he turne d and 
p oint e d :  

n Look , ove r the re ! "  
" Whe r e , whe re ? "  ever yone shout e d . 
Our- g a ze wa s dire c t e d  t o  B at t l e sbury I-Ii l l  1�here 1�e :1 ade 

out a f aint li ght twinkl ing j u st ab ove i t . Hr Shut tiewood and s o:�1e 
o the r s  thought i t  wa s �-loving u11 r ather r ap i dly . Pe rhan s i t  1.va s t he 
sruJe thing a s  a r athe r puzzl ing ob j e c t  whi ch had been s e en in the 
s�.1e direc t i on dur ing a DUFORA skywatch l a s t June ? IIowe ve r , the 
li ght s oon shone out c l ear ly and s t eadily and Alan Sharp qui ckly 
i dent i fi e d  i t  as the s t ar Arc turu s . 

Hr Shut tl ewood c onc e d e d  thi s , but i t  c e rtainly s e e: :1e d t o  
s one of u s  that i t  r o se rath e r  rapi dly at f i r s t  over the c re s t o f  
Bnt t le sbury . A s  the s t ar r o s e  hi ghe r , t h e  g r oup o f  wat che r s  b r oke 
up and dr i f t e d  away down the hi l l . 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - � - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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