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E D.l T 0 R I A L 

Our Aims and Methods 

The original policies of this Bulletin have been modified 
in the light. of experience, as 1ve pointed out in the Editorial of 
our last iss�e. Thus we feel it would be a good idea to set out 
our present aims and attitudes: 

1. This Bulletin is an informal publication, exchanged with 
similar UFO LlagazinG s and vJi th people tvho corre sportd with us and 
send us information, articles or opinions. 

2� We are always w7lling to publish scientific or technical 
articles, but this Bulletin does not purport to be a scientific 
journal. 

3. Articles likely -;_nJ 1e acceptable may be on any subject 
which seems to the ed�tors to be in any way relevant to ufology. 
Anything is welcome in this field except do-it-yourself theology 
and pseudo-scient::..fic, "anti-gravity", flying saucer propUlsion 
theories. 

46 Letters to the editor �ntended for publication should 
be marked "for publication". Writers to this Bulletin can get 
away with almost any so:rt of nor·.semse under the heading , "Letters 
to the Editor". However, most letters have been of great interest 
and high quality. 

5. The main concern of the editors, with regard to ufology, 
is the physical and psychological aspects of UFO -sightings. We 
are also very interested in possible parapsychological phenomena 
in cor�ection with UFOs, but only where such matters are treated 
in a sane and rational mam:�er. 

, 

6. We are e�pecially interested in local UFO reports. The 
scarcity of

_
these in th� Bulletin is due to lack of reports, not 

to lack of lnterest on our pa�to Remarkably few local reports 
have come to our <.::..ttention sincd the great wave of 1967. 

7. We have Jomctimes been disconcerted to note that any 
"�y" items which

. 
appear -� :1 t.he Bulletin are taken seriously by 

some readers. Such J.tems ar8 always "tried out on the dog" before publication, to see if they are likely to amuse. However we commiserate with those ufolog".sts· who have no sense of htimour. 

e. C'riticism is always welcome, but make it specific please not just vague generalities. ' ' 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

FroiJ Mr FRED 0 • G .AR.i'JNER, FBGS 

Dear John, 
Your Dece�ber issue of Merseyside UFO Bulletin to hand. At first the 

reading nado ne chuckle. I thought, these lads do like stirring it up and they 
nust have put this out 'tongue :� cheek'. The beer they evidently like oust be 
a bit 'off' when they sit dowr li J write and dispatch stuff like thl.s. It does 
seen to nake then sour and ill-disposed towar.1s other folk, especially certain 
unfortunates, so I had better join the nunberl I nean the victims, of course! 

At first� I real \r th ough-�· you lads were out for 1 a bit of a la.:rlc' 
you lalow, 1 The UFO is al..�.ve and well and living in Fairyland', accompanied by 
quite a 1wey-ou.t' drawlhng and all the rest of the 1 hot-s-.uff1 but, on reflec"iion, 
I thought, sw'ely they wo�ldn't gJ to all that �rouble of expense and ?ffort to 
'take a rise out of people'. So, on the assunpt1on you really nean bus1ness, here 
goes: 

Seriously, what's your re. �nt? Wby are you in the UFO business at all! 
Your approach in oy view seeos so negative •. Vlhy engage in innuendo constantly, 
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and lash out at personalities and denigrate the sincere efforts of able and 
qualified people, researchers like ourselves who are trying to find out what 
this UFO business is all about. 

You seeo to treat anyone who dares to speculate or speak on his ( or 
her ) UFO ex�erience as a sort of congenital idiot or an inveterate liar, and 
that's not being fair, to say the leas·�! Of course, we know thoro are m stakes 
and also t1isinteri:;retations, far too oa::1y, but -notwithstanding the oisses and 
the oisfits, there is an appreciablA aoount of sincerity a��_ability, ru1d sono 
do their best to rela·te what they hc:..ve seen and know, i.e. they try -to give the 
facts as they know then. · 

Wh y are you so hell-bent on destroying UFO research like 1angr,y­
young-oen 1 and yet appear to be in on it?. Honestly, you don 1 t need to do it the 
way you do, because the press, the au..�.;hori ties and the groat oass of people, 
especially the res�onsiblo boQios, use the ooct effective oeans--they couldn't 
care less! I think you ncy have heard the phrase , 1 the cree·ping i_)aralysis of 
apathy'. 

You �eeo so conteo:ptt,_ous, so sure of yourselves; and others in the 
work of research are oade to appear credulous, ricliculous, a sort of cheap 
laughing stock! I don't �et the ?Oint of your idea in the w� you go about it, 
at all. Wby chuck out jibes? VJha.t' s �o great about llerseyside? I'n a Liverpudlian 
born and bred., but by gun, lads, I'm glad onotl{;h to live in the South and earn 
my bread and butte:;r he�.·e as well. 

· 
Take r;q tip, avoid prov·inciaJ.isos and personalities, please! Otherwise 

you'll give the gaoe away and show how snall you aret Go in for �ositive work. 
Present your own ideas or better still your up-to-date findings, instead of 
finding fault. Try to be cons·�ructive� not destructive. 

I seem to renenber Sooeone who reportedly said about 2,000 years ago: 
"In very truth I tell you we speak of what we do know and testify to what we have 
seen, and yet you all reject our testimony . o." (New English Bible, John iii, II) . 
And you know what they did to Hio, because He persisted ••• 

The probl�n of the UFO exists, even allowing for a surfeit of S.F., 
boundless ioagination, erroneous i1entification and hunan lioitations or feeling 
when confronted by unknown or unnaturar phenomena. There is no doubt about it to 
any nornal intelliBencG, b�t the interpretaticn is another natter. It all de�ends 
on viewpoints, and one of these mqy be right, or there nay be clues in most if 
not all the various viewpoints, and so providing the bits and pieces to complete 
the UFO jig-saw puzzle. � 

Nay, lads, don't be too 1 cocky1• :Uix a little sincerity and gumption 
in your hard-line approach, and perhaps you'll get sonewhero ��d not antagonise 
others� Your caption on the front cover-page of the Decenber issue is snart, 
perhaps a bit too soar-lit In fact, I wish it were true, but is it? 

UFOs or whatever it is ·chat is trying to break through to us, of one 
thing we can be certain, we are all standing on the edge of a preqipice, and 
thanks to science and materialistic thin�ing and creative ingenuity and nan1s 
moral inability to match Up With S Cientific and technological progress ( so-called) 
the odds are, in the light of-present trends, we shall be pushed over sooner 
than wo realise. 

And it's largely -this, i.e. human logic, science �"ld technology, which 
is the popular criterion of such things as ufology and allied phenomena, and it ' s 
my vie� that science alone WilJ never solve this and siQilar problems in 'a month 
of Sundays'. That is why so many so-called 'ufologists' get so frustrated or 
give up in despair, they try to solve it on a materialistic basis alone. To use an 
old Lancashire expression: 1 It 1 s like batting your head against the wall'. 
icience will have to ally itself with something else, something it tends to despise 
and treat as of no importance. That sonothing elso is religion, not, of course, 
the conventional interpretation of religion as we hunans know it, i.o. the R.C. 
Church, the Protestant Co�union or any other brands of religious faith With all 
their paraphernalia of doctrine; J.i tu.rgy and practices and of course, priestly 
domination9 but the religion of the sr.i:r.i t 1 i .,e. true spirituality. 

Unless this is seen and a.clrnowlecJe8:i and let loose and indeed allied 
with th e best of scientific creativer.:.·388 and achievement, then the outlook is 
dark indeed. Now lads, I1 ve laid cy cards on the table, go ahead and have a 1 field 
d8\V1• Make ey spiri te.d protest :!..ook like the ravines of a 'nut' case, if you 
feel you can or must. But mark ey 'Nords, although the alliance of � science and 
pure religion or spirituality may not prove to be an accei_Jtable concept--yet, i.t 

will oast certainly colile, althouGh, by thE-n7 alas ; as usual in its comparatively 
long and bitter experience the huoa� race may well have brought upon itself a 
consequence of incalculable cost, perhaps too much so. 

I write not in the spii'i t of acaclemic interest, and certainly not in any 
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pessimistic mood, but as a realist. l think the fact that I have three �rown-up 
children, all With university status, the eldest holding three degrees {two 
engineering), including a science honours degree, and five grand-children to date, 
plus a varied and active career in this country and abroad ( including 12 years' 
work. in Central Africa, teaching through t�1.ree Balltu languages and also French) 
and I a.m now striding into mv 63rd yea� and currently employed by the British 
Leyla.nd Motor \..Jrpora.tio .. 1, the l�eest of its kind in Europe, mey justify rrry 
c laim to be realistic. 

To m�i;, the UFOs or flying 3aucers or whatever you �.rish to call thera, 
are · an important matte�:-, .; nportant in the ser.se that they serve to arrest 
attention and a·� tract inv\j;:;tig;.;.tion. To those of us · 4:1o in the light of 
circumstantial evidence and personal COYI.viction haVb no alterna.tive but to accept 
the hard core of the :t?henomenon as a fa.;·(; or reasonable proposition, we are no 
longer particularly interests� in the ever growing record of endless sithtings or 
une:x:pla.inabl0 experience so Nor do we :t·bgard tL-a enigma as an end in itself, but as 
a raeans to an end. It is that end or purpose we should be primararily concemed 
with. It is no�- so Cl 1 Gh the definition or what. is it, or origin or froo whence 
come they, or motivation, ioe. :·ow ·:o they work? Dut rather, assuning we accept 
the problem in principle, .vhy o-r what is �-G all about? 

It is because of &his deeper rea:isation that a number of us UFO students 
hn.ve left organised r1 . .:.1otional or local research grOUJ!S in order to avoid the rut of 
stUIJbling about again and agai:1. in the well-trodden wd of the •nuts and bolts' 
field of.enquir,y. That's all right to begin with and to get established, i.e. to 
correlate the finds, the clues, the U�3Xplainable oases of UFO sightings. despite 
all attet:Ipts to find � rational explanation, the gradual building up of a comi)lex, 

. bewildering and yet fascinat.� ng puzzl J .) nut that stage is only a beginning, a 
preliminar,y, a groundwork, if you like, io�ortant of course, indoed vital to truo 
research, fo� unless we build our edifice on a fir� foundation it won't stand, 
even this ancient Marseysidar realises this. Of course, it takes time to negotiate 
this phase, f1r sor:1e9 years, for others, neverJ depending upon oa.ny factors, 
individual intel:!.igenne, integri·�y, intuition, training, perseverance and 
painstaking research wd. invest:�.gation. 

If one is able to negotiatA this p�eliminar.y stage, i.e. establishing the 
basics of the subject to one's •rNn satisl'action, remembering alweys the inportant 
criterion of intellectual integri�i in this as indeed in all research, then the 
next and obvious step is to study the subject in depth. 

So let Qe �dvise �he Editorial Board of the Merseyside UFO Bulletin to 
make their beverage a 1mild1 and u�� a 'bitter' and then perhaps you'll present a 
more balanced cri tic:...;Jo and less of '-ZJ. ill-disguis�d glee over the disap:;eara.nce 
of UFO groups and �.b.oir jo,·-r:-na.ls. There's sor �8thing about 'It 1 s an ill wind. • .' 

it may be your turn l ! ext, w!lo knows! 
Feel at liberty -to pr:t ·. -+; this if you wish, but please present nothing out 

of context. Pax vobiscumr 
biMerely, l�;red 0. Gardner, 2f3 Souths�a Avenue, Watford, Herts • 

....__...._ ____ ......,. ______ _ .._....._._ ________ ....._.. __ . _____ ......._...,___,__ _______ ._..._. __ _,__..._........,_... _____ _ 

THE UFO AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE APOCALYPTOPHIL!A AND 

IRRATIIrONALITY OF THE MID 'TIVENTIETH CENTURY 
by Peter Rogerson 

It is clear from the accumulating body of evidence that the 
phenomenon of the UFO represents a far more profound challenge to 
our physical and psychological concepts of reality than has 
hitherto been assumed. As I have pointed out previously , much of 
what is now ocqurring in this field violates the tradit1onal . 
sharp dividing.li11e between object�vity and subjectivity. Indeed, 
it seems probable that t1-'0 var·:�_ous manifestations of the UFO such 
as fictior:., dream hallt .. ':!ination, hoe�� and tobjective' reality 
far from belng mutually independent �:Jhenomena only coincidentaily 
linked, ·are in fact facets of a single, mythological event. 

The LJ.yth arisi1:-.g fror1� the depths of the subconscious mind 
of the percipient can ascend levels of 'rea�ity�, even to the 
point of affecting the objP�tive miverse. (In the Appleton case 
mentioned in the last issue the 'myth' was strong enough to appear 
�o produce genetic mutation.) · 

The present upBurge of 'cont .. :-oversial phenomena' would 
appear to be due to the rea�pearance of mythological forms long 
buried in the subconscious. 
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In many respects it would appear that the rational uni�erse 

described by 19th. century posi.�ivism1 whi�h had bee� th�.J..
bas1.s of 

scientific ·and philosophical d1scuss2on s1nce .the mld-l�'vh century, 

is fading.·At previous points in history when myth$· have been 
discarded- ·they have been rapidly replaced by a new set of myths, 
which modelled themselves on �he fOl"�er. ··In m�ny respects, �or � 

example the scientific myth lS model +ed.o� tnat of the thel�m �t 
replace �. It has had its prophe� s, (Elnsteln, �reud, �tc.) h1gh 
priests who held the 'magic t :.Jecrets of the trlbe-; whlch allow men 

some dominion or. control over the _external Tm:tverse, churches, . 
(learned societies) catechisms ar1d rj_-�ual �(+..heorem�, text books), 
bibles (J'h�tt:.r� magazine), not fo�go�tJ.ng tr.i.8 heretlcs 'tvho must be 
periodically sacrificed to ap�ease 0he,anger of the gods� The 
purpose. of all these mytho1ogles has been to make the nn1verse 
appear rational and susceptj_ble. -to appeasement. or control by man. · It is also patently obvious that such myths are essential 
to the devLlopment of rational civilisation, offering protection 
from the te��rors of th� d� .. :Tk. ��i th each succo ssi ve wave of 
mythology it has appeared that this muster:.y has grown stronger, 
and with the defeat of Fascism had on�rcome the last great· 
resistance of medieval anti-reason. Everi the ultimate· catastrophe 
of nuclear war could only dent civilisatjon, we were informed; we 
could sit _. pack, smil ing patronisingly at third world countries where 
witch doctors put 'Sp?ll·S on opp::>sing football teams. . _ 

By.now it is obvious that the dam has burst; the ho�rors so 
long buried in forgotten recesses·of the mind surge out, obliterating 
all reasonable critical faculties, Look at the news bulletins in the 
·t Dail.X Grouse 1 , -"Devil Cults Sweep Britain; Rev. Nigel Queege: 
'How I exorcised 10,00 0 demons by telephone1",-to see this. There 
has been an nnprecedented rise of superstition, nightmar .es known 
only from obscure Latin tones translated by Hontague Summers 
emerge to inspire. terror abroad the l&'Y).d. Trendy clerics like 
Mervyn Stockwood call openly for exorcisms. It seems that society 
is almost ready for the reappearance of Matthe1AJ Hopkins, the 
Witc.hfinder General. · 

In the United States it would appear that the .situation .is 
even worse. An atmosphere of brooding 1apocalyptophilia' hangs 
over the nation9 In a recent essay on "Assassination Prophecies", 
by G'ordon Prentic3 (1) it was d0monstrated how.the prophesying 
of people like Jeane Dtxon had created an atmosphere of 
expe�tation of, P..n_q_ even de�3j_re f�r, dramat:Lc tragedy. This desire, 
the apocalyptophilia meatj_oned above, couldn't have been more 
clearly demonstrated than in the relish with which large sections 
of the b.l!lerican population eagerJ.y awaited the prophesied 
devastation, or even sinking:� of California by means. of disastrous 
earthquakes. There seemed to be something of an anticlimax when 
the nightmare failed to materialise. 

· 
It would appear that the apocalyptophilia of the past few 

years is growing. seemingly caused by a -feeling in certain quarters 
that only some climactic, archetypical event can prevent society 
degenerating into a tecru1ocratic nightmare. The recent call by the 
novelist Gore Vidal for a new lvfessiah is indicative of the 
desparation of some people. 

In many wa�s ·the UFO can be seen as an .integral part of 
t�is

. 
myt�. Tw9 f?-ce�s, separa�e, yet complem�!lt�ry,, can be 

dlstJ.ngulshed. One lS :the -des1re to escape t.o Magonia, a .land of 
unsullied' beautiful' nostalgic t:ranquili ty', a' golden age of 

_archetypal past. 
· 

Such views are the inspiration (apparently) of the various· 
organisations on the fringe.s of·ufcl0�y. One of the most notRble 
of these is the "Ley Hnnting" movement, which seems to have 
attracted a great deal of s1.1.pport from the "hippy" community 
v..ri th its h9-rmonious appeal of a harmonious, -v;isdom fiJ,led g·o iden 
age. The growth of �1)8'se t;;S·�apist E;lements -vrould seem to support 
the views of the· psycho-analyst and p arapsychol ogiett Nandor · 
Fodor (2.), that :fairyland is sym.bolic of the womb, a land of milk 
and honey, beyond time a.nd space� · 

Th? second facet is that of unit;hibited, el�mental power of 
destruct1on, the UFO as aggressor. Thls myth seems even more bound up with apocalyptophilia, containing asit d�es a des�re for 
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interplanetary war, the ultimate apocalypse. 
Such beliefs are not only the subject of nervous chatter 

among young American "saucer enthusiasts" but also, for example, 
in the case of the Black Muslims who see UPOs as �he avengers who 
will destroy white society which oppresses them, the eschatological 
myth of a nee-religion. (3) 

Thus the UFO is an integral symbol of the growing 
irrationality with its associ2.ted apocalyptophilia of the mid­
twentieth century. As the two great m0noliths, established religion 
and scientific posi ti 'iism are crumbling, ths vacu'U.ijj is being filled 
by horrors from the pages of Tudor history. There is little doubt 
that the UFO is among them. In th2 end it looks as though 
civilisation will collapse with a \vhimpe·r, becaause three hundred 
years of scholarship was funcapable of overcoming the darkness of 
primeval night, when it came to the crunch, 

Footnote: vfuile this article was being written, the 
Manchester E'-rening News of Ma� ... ch 22, carried under the headline: 
"Black Magic--Danger to Children11, a piece about Canon Pearce­
Higgins' ravil).gs against the sale of ouija boards. In such a case 
it is not clear which is the bigger fool, the manufacturer of toys 
which can have damaging effects on emotionally unbalanced people, 
or the Rev. Pearce-Higgins, whose hysterical outbursts can do 
nothing but damage to serious parapsychology. 

References 
1. PRENTICE, GORDON: 11Assassin2tion Prc1;he cies", in Ebon, Martin (Editor ) , The 

Psychic Reader, Signet (1969 ), pp60-65. · . 
2. FODOR, NANDOR: Between Two Wor1dsj Paperback Library (1967), pp 207�210. 
3. THAYER, GEORGE: The Farther Shores of Politics (1968), ( Chapter on Black 

Nationalists ) . 
uAPOCALYPTOPHILIA": ( coined word) = Desire for the end of the world, general 
desire for earth-shattering evants. 

---. -----------.- ---�----------------__. ________ ..,.._......., 

WHY ARE YOU BANGING YOUR HEAD AGAINST THAT BRICK WALL? 

BECAUSE IT 1 S SO ]'JICE V.JHEN I STOP! 
by John A. Rimmer 

After the iJUblication of his article about British UFO groups, entitled "The 
Death and Life of Dri t.ish Ufology" 9 John Rimner was invited by Noroan Oliver, 
Director of COS-MOS, to address a t:OS-MOS meeting on this topic. He accepted, and 
here is his im�ression of the meeting which_ he addressed on February 27, 1971. 

It was a clear, eool Kensington evening. After a pleasant 
meal at a neighbouring trattoria I strolled th:r;ough the elegant, 
tree-lined streets of the Royal Borough towards the Central 
Library, an imposing brj_c� building in the Mtmicipal-Fascist style 
of architecture .. Fullowing directions I descended a ramp, and 
entered the building through the basement goods entrance. The 
brown wood and cork-lined lecture theatre, windowless1 was 
suitably Kafkae�que for what was to follow. People came strolling 
in, past the statutory table selling books and magazines. After a 
quarter of an hour of confusion trying to find who was running the 
shooting match I took my place on the platform. I found to my 
surprise that I was confronted by an impressive phalanx of 
microphones, attached to even more impressive looking ·tape recorders. 
I felt like a witness at t:r�) f.IcCarthy Investigations, broadcasting 
coast-to-coast on NBC, CBS and ABC. 

Norman Oli ver, who ha� in vi t�d mt! to the meeting, vras 
apparently habing troubl8 Wl th traJ_ns 1n Neasden, so I was 
introduced by another COS-MOS �ommitteeman. 

I began my address by modestly comparing my own views on the 
futility of UFO groups with t�ose of Dr Jacques Vallee; The main 
drift of my argument will be A�ready familiar to those who read my 
original 'Death and Life 1 article, a.r;.d my ��eply· to Dick Beet 1 s 
letter� Basically that I thougr•.t UFO organisations were too much 
organisation and not enough research. I stressed that ufologists 
should not work in isolation� but that by organising into formal 



MUFOB 4 - 8 -

groups they were in danger of dissipating their energies into 
the complexities of group po litics, rather than concentrating on 
the phenor.1ena. I attempted to sho\·1 that the pub�ic attitude to 

urologists--that they are a crowd of nuts�-was 1n large mea sure 

due to the fact ·that the ufologis-ts the public sees and hears 

most are a crowd of nutso I concluded that UFO groups may 

provfd;-8ome degree of nental sRtisfaction fo: those whose 
particular emotional inadequacies can be subllmated by immersion 

in the small, complex world cf mini-MQchiavellianism and big ­

fishism. Even so there are better ones available in ctheD fields. 
The chairman invited questions. 
"You have a very good turn of phrase·, have you ever thought 

of being a theatre critic?" 
This was not quite the sort of question I had been expecting. 

Despite the theatricality of many UFO events, I confessed that 
this idea h!ld never cr·ossed my mind. 

Aft·er this the questions came, thick and fast. Or, rather, 
the speeches came thick and fast. This was when I began to no tice 
a remarkable phenomenon . It appeare d that prB.ctically no-one in 
the hall had heard a single word I had saidl There seemed to be an � 
assumption that I had forbidden ufologists from ever meeting each 
other to work together, or even just to m�et for a chat and a pintl 
Some people seemed to thi�J� I said UFO work should_be abandoned 
altogether. At first I thought these people might be confuse d by 
the verbal vi:stuosity and epig-rammatic brilliance of my speech. 
But then I· realised their conf"llsion was a result of non-comr1unication . 
What I had been saying was so at o dds with their accepted articles 
of faith that they were incapable of relating to it. They found 
it easier to assume I had said something else. 

About half way through question time ca.rne the trick questi·on: 
"What do you think is the more important, the study of the 

vdtness or the study of the UFO?" This question had nothing 
whatever to do with anything I had been saying. I said I thought it 
was irrelevant, &�d a tri�k questiona And like a sucker I p ro ceeded 
to answer it. This was·what they had come to hear. I explained, 
with much hedging and ifs and buts, that one was forced to study 
the witness, because-the witness was part of the phenomenon. Staunch 
friends came to my aid, explaining that our only knowledge of the 
pheno menon was through reports made by witnesses. It was to no 
avail, I had sai d  the wrong thing. I felt like the man in the old 
Bateman cartoons who asked for a whisky and soda at the Great Pump 
Room, Bath, or who lit a c:i.gar before the Royal toast. I was 
accused of being that most hated of ufological bogey-men--a cynic. 

"Cynical of _ what," I protested, ''cynical of one theory (ETH) 
of the origin of UFOs?" To no avail, the die was cast, the chips 
were down, the cards were on the table. The credibility gap was a 
yawning abyss. 

I moved on, disc11ssing the public image of the ufologist. 
His strange quirks and aberrations, the funny exhibitions, strange 
conferences and inane envelope stickers (Who are they supposed to 
be read by, the postmen?). I had not realised envelope stickers 
had such devoted aficionadoso All the usual cliches and 
unwarranted assumptions were trotted out� 

"A well ordered UFO research network is essential for 
gathering information on sightings." I t ried to imagine such a 
net1.vork, _ zeroing in on some little man who had the misfortune to 
see a UFO. I thought it an extremely unlikely scenario. The 
audience seemed to imagine it happened all the time. 

. Next came the great p�r�ecutio!l c?mplex an� neurotic ego- • 

tr1p. MIB do not trouble Br1t1sh uf-:" loglsts .. Thelr enemies are the 
pressmen. Unscrupulous Lunchti.me 0 1Booze characters vTho lose no 
opportnnity to ridicule ba:ad wor·king ufologists. Had it never 
occurred to them, I asked, thnt the pre ss po rtrayed ufologists as 
crazy because some of tham did c!r.azy things? No, of course not 
it was a c onspiracy aided and abe tted by film producers who ma�e 
films about saucers fu.J_l of nasty aliens. Perhaps they only made 
films about saucers full of n�sty �liens because ufologists started 
puttin� it around that saucers li§.� filled with aliens, nasty or 
otherWlse. 

"Nonsense!" an..�ounced one gentleman. Had I never read H.G. 



/ 

• 

- 9 - MUFOB 4 

Wells? He did not seem convinced when I assured him I had. No, 
the truth 1s7 apparently, that reporters, film producers and 
television d�rectors decided, quite arbitrarily, to ridicule 
ufology and all who sail in her. Arbitrarily? Or was it 
government pressure, it �ras hinted dark].yo 

By now the congregation was getting restless. 
"Waste of time, all this, waste of time," someone muttered. 

I was saying all the wrong things. Everyone knew that UFO groups 
'\are re a good thing. 

"You know, 3olli."'J.J 11 I was told g0ntly, "it takes an awful lot 
of hard '\vork, by a group, to put out a magazine." Lumps came to 
throats, eyes misted over. SUddenly I felt currnudgeonly, attacking 
something so obviously dear to tne hearts of so many nice people. 
But I was soon comforteco 

"You are very brave to come along here and say all this," I 
was told by a charming, elderly lady, "and I do think you are 
terribly si!lcere (." 

"Yes, very sincere,�· otners echoed, "and you have a 
marvellous turn of ph.rase\" 

At the interval Mr vliver appeared. We unfortunately had 
to leave and were prevented from hearing his talk on "UFO 
abductions and reproductions." I just ho:£:9 there were no film 
producers in the audience to hear about that1 -��--------�------�--�-�---�---�-��--�-��--�-�-��-�--�-��-��---�--

Irish Sea 

LOCAL UFO REPORT 

April 12, 1971 evening 

On the evening of April 12 an object was sighted over the Irish Sea 
which was described as a bright flaring light at a great height, followed by 
a red cone-shaped object dropping rapidly towards the sea. Coastguards and 
lifeboatmen received reports from the Isle of Man, Northern Ireland and from 
along the North West English coast from the Mersey to Cumberland. The lifeboat 
at Donaghadee, Northern Ireland, was launched after reports of red flares, 
but nothing was found. 

At Ramsey, tsle of Man, the light was so bright that the whole b� 
was lit up for three seconds. 

Coastguards at Formb,y, Lanc.ashire, suggested that it m� have been 
space debris burning up as it entered the atmosphere. 

Most like�r explanation8: Fireball, or satellite or debris re-entry. 

References: Daily Mail, 13/4/717 Liverpool Daily Post, 13/4/71; Liverpool Echo, 
13/4/71. 

------------�-------��- � ----- --------

The Pestilence that walks in the darkness 

Last November the rAsidents of the village of Hoghton, near Preston, 
Lancashire, began to be troubled by the activities of a �sterious person whm 
smeared various items of food on their homes and oars and pelted them With 
vegetables when they went to investigate. 

• This activity was still going 0n in March, and on March 6, a bizarre 
report on the incidents, by William Keenan, appeared in the Daily Mirror. 

This report reads, in part: 
• "The phantom first st�ck in Hoghton last November. Residents in 

Appleby C�oae awoke to find t�e.�r hoilles smeared With peas and mash. Within a 
week came the more sophisticated Mark II missile--a cooked potato in its 
jacket, which landed With a more solid thuC:. .. Uncooked rotten potatoes were his 
next ammunition. Then one night a :l·3slil.dent got out of his car in his own drive 
to find he was under attack from a blast of oranges. From then on it was no 
holds barred. Eggs splattered over walls. B��ssels sprout s were next, followed 

b,y tomatoes, lettuces and cabbac�s. 
"Residents have formed a vigilante posse to chase the phantom. So far 

their only success is a fleeting glimpsA of a 'black-clad figure. The vigilantes 
suspect that the phantom moves sv�ftlY then fr�ezes to fox pursuers. The 
nearest they have been was when the,y chased hio into a field. nut a potato, 
hurled from close range, caught the leo.der on the head, atunnL"lg him. Vigilante 
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patrols have been joined by police and panda cars. But a baffled villager 
said: 'VIe surround the area, but he still manages to strike and vanish. It's 
unnatural, uncanny. Some of us wonder if i ii' s hunan or a super-ghost.' 

"Dut a pattern is emerging. The hu-rlei' usually begins his attacks 
slowly, after 11 p .m. After midnight, when the street lights go out, his heavy 
bombardnent opens up. He never attacl:s on Satu.::r:'day nie;hts. Then on Sunday he 
real� lets fly. As the week goes by he eases off, until by Friday night he 
has been redu�ed tm hurling lumps of nud. 

11He. struck once as two police 'j_)atr0lmon were in a house naking 
enquiries. A �otato thudded against the door. When they ra� out, they found the 
drive had been 'bugged' with eggs and spuds. Police are stlll investigating. An 
eobarrassed senior yolico official adL1�.tted that if ·the nenace threatened any 
more homes they might have to bring i.n the regional crine sq_uad. 

"There HAVE be en attgcks of a nore se::r·ious nature. After putting a 
oeat pie onJii a car seat, he S(.Jl..!ashed chips all over the bonnet. His most 
violent outbv.rst was on the night he poured rice pudding over a car and stuffed 
a spud in the patrol ta'Ylk. It ·nas .:vhon that he left his only clue. A note that 
read: 'T!le pestilence ·t.hat walks :.tn the cla::-�mess.'" ,. 

WarmL�ster dates 

Vlith reference to the article about Vlarninster by Dave and Natalie 
Gould, published in our last issua� the dates on which the events described 
occurred were; September 16th, 17th & ldth9 1970. 

Cooin� attractions 

Following his article, "Tieath and life of I3ri tish ufology", John 
Riwoer was the gu�st of COS-MOS in London. AnticipatinG further expenses-paid 
trips, readers of the Bulletin may eXJJect future articles on "Death and life 
of Hawaian ufology", "Death and life of l1exican ufology", etc. 
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