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E D I T C R I A L 

Has the "rJuw Ufol oJDC' gono too far? 

In vie w of the lack of physical uvidonco to support thv 
l?rH, it svons roasonablo to look for a n01'r approach to tho sv .. bj0ct 
in tho hope of finding a nor0 pronising thuory� 

Up to a point the school of thought g(;nvrica.lly torE10d th;_; 
"now ufologyn has stinulat0d serious rc:sc.Jarch and c�J scussion. It 
has at last cone: to be gontJrally rualizvd that no UFO l'O!)ort 
should be ignor0d simply bocnuso it appoars to be e..bsurd? or c1cos 
not fit in with the moro gonurally ac c u ptablo versions of the ETH. 

It is cortainly a good idea to conpare so�0 of the sore 
bizarrv modern r\Jports �tvi th 0arlicr talos of denons, fairies 2nd 
the like o But 7 would it b0 too nuch to ask thn.t thes0 stories tcJ 
troatod in a nannor noro appropriatv to th0 twentieth century 
than to tho niddl0 agus? 

Prcs�nt day attitudes to ghosts, fairies and tho purported 
landings of oxoti. c beings in flying SClUC0rs no.y soen too coldly 
rationalistic to scno of tho noro ronantically-inclinod ufologists, 
but they havo boon painstakingly dVolvod over tho past fow 
centuries as th0 pr o gres s of science has gradUCllly dispelled tho 
clouds of nodioval ignorance and superstition. 

Again and again psychologists hnvo dononstrn.tod the 
unroliability of hunan perception Cllld ncnory and tho startling 
effects of prujudico--conscious or unconscious--on '\vhat '"'"o think 
wo soe· c;nd

. 
hoar� Yot thoro aro nan:y ufologists today 'tvho reject 

those flndlngs ln order to wallow ln their own fantasy world., J.nd 
a·strango, paranoid world it is, too--a sort of nixturo of H.P. 
Lovocraft and J.R.R. Tolkion. 

Alan Sharp, our Science Editor, is p�oparing an article 
?riticizing tho now ufol ogy Clnd wo hope to publiGh it in our noxt 
lssuo� Wo hope it Day sorvo to guido sone of' tho now ufoloo-ists back to roalityo 6 

-
-

---
-

--------·--------------·--------··-----------·--------------------------

LETTER TO THE E�ITOR 

F:L'om Mr PETER ROGERSON 

Dear John, 
I would just like to mention three points: 
( i ) My thanks to Janet Gregocy for her kind worcls about "Sun Maiden". 

Janet's 1etter confirms my point that �'0 experiences occur in precisely the 
conditions in which hallucinations are predicted. 

( ii) There wore a number of omissions and inaccuracies in my 
contributions to �illFOD 4�3. 

The references to my article were omitted, They areg 
Dr Vessey's articlo • • •  Journal of the S.P.R. Vol. 45 No. 742, Dec. 1969, 

pp 161-165. 
Mr Sheargold1s letter, J.S.P.R., Vol. 45 No. 744, June 1970, PP 313-320. 
Information about the S.P.R. and its journal may be obtained from: 

The Secretar,y, 1 Adam & Eve Mews, London, W8 6UQ 
In my review of "Mysterious Worlds" tho words " •• • has often been q_uotod 

in the UFO literature" should read "••.ais similar to cases that have been q_uoted 
in the UFO literat ure". 

In "Offlcial Guide" the reference to the Warminster flap should read 
the "We..naquo Re3arvoir flap" o My apologies for inconvenience caused. 

( iii) I am in the process of constructing a sup�lementary catalogue 
of landing and T�rpe I (Valloe ) reports. �he catalogue has at present 500+ i tens. 
I would be grateful for details of unpublished relJOrts. Those should contain 
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precise date, exact locatio�, witnesses' names, etc. and essential description 
of events. I would be interested in corresponding with anyone eneaged in a 
sinilar project. 

Yours etc., Peter Rogorson, 8 Braddon Avenue, Urmstony MMJCHESTER, 
M31 lUE 

DISENCHANTMENT • • • • by .John Harney 

It has always been a tacitly agreed policy of this Bulletin to tr,y to 
kee? in touch with developments at Warrninster. We occasionally visit the place, 
time and funds permitting. 

The latest visit took place on October 9th, when your Editor and his 
companion, Mr Brian J. Hall, arrived by train in the afternoon. Mr Hall had 
never visited Warminster before, so a conducted tour was �dertaken. Our first 
visit was to Cradle Hill. '11hero was nothing· doing up there that Saturd ay 
afternoon, apart from some desultor,y Aroy activity. SoBeone had provided a 
litter bin which was placed by the hallowed eatos. On it were painted the 
following embarrassing legends: "LITTER. � leave no sign we've been here,. why 
must you?", "Space junk only", and "T his bin was donated to comneomerate ( sic ) 
the invention of tine travel, 2026 AD". 

· 

A litter bin, obviously unofficial, but surely the first sign that the 
UFO aspect of Warminster is becoming popular? By this I mean that holiday 
visitors to the Lions of Longleat Will soon be fitting C radle Hill into their 
itineraries as a matter of course. 

You see , the Warminster "Thing" is uow history. Arthur Shuttlewood has 
com�leted his trilogy with the publication of UFOs-- Key to th� New Age and has 
retired from active participation in local ufological activities. 

That evening," suitably fortified, we ascended Cradle Hill again in order 
to Witness the traditional Saturday night skyWatch. Thoro was nobody there when 
we arrived at about 2150. A few minutes lattr a conva,y of cars arrived. Arthur 
Shuttlewood was conspicuous by his absence. However, the watchers did their best. 
They seemed hesitant at first and just sat in their cars, or loitered by the 
gates. We decided to set an example. �le scrambled over the gate and strolled up 
to the Field Barn copse. On the way back we found that the other watchers were 
emulating our exam�le to such an extent that when we got back to the gate we 
found ourselves alone o 

Eventually we were asked had we noticed a light over there in the sky. 
Y os, we had. We poi nted out to the enthusiasts that if they continued to look 
in the same direction they would see si�ilar lights aeain and again in 
exactly the same position. This was because they were not UFOs, but simply car 
headliehts on a distant hill which was itself invisible in the ha ze and darkness. 
This evaluation of the sighting was rapidly confirmed: the watchers were plainly 
disappointed. 

However, they wore still working on i t-a"till trylng to con,jure up the 
old Shuttlewood maGic. Back at the R'ates, looking at the al tf)cuP.J.ulus clouds 
illuminated by the moon, one ufologis-v . .;. rleclared: "It's just like the Northern 
Lights, only the other wey round", ( whatev8r that means) . "I know about the 
Northern Lights ", he added, "I've been to Alaska". This not being strong enough 
neat for the enthusiasts, there followed talk about t�e clouds "revolving about 
a central point " , ( they w�ee plainly not ) and all the usual nonsonso was talked. 

It was a good try, but it did not co�e off. It can novor be the sane 
again at Warninster. Shuttlewood has published his fi ndings and wrapped it all 
up. Sightings still occu!I1J' and are now being faithfully recorded by Kon Rogers 
in his Waroinster UFO NGwsleliter. But to no avail. Most copies are sold to the 
tourists--just another souvenir. 

Nothing can bring back the ol:l r:13gia. There are changes every tine we 
visit Warminster and n ever fo::- the te+ ·:·.:-:-.- It is becor:llng a town for tourists. 
Remember the "Faroer Gi � es Gr .. �st F')�ls.--. 111) �:)::::- (3"-:.nmplo? In the good old days it 
catered for lorry driv·aJ."'S c::D1 fillet::. ,_·,:} ·,v·i·!i::-t 1.:<.fo}_ogists at £1 a night. On our 
last visit it had been tart9d up, a:t.�c"'.. so had its prices. And this tine it was 
even more tarted up and calls itself "'rho l',aroers' Hotel". 

On Sunday morning we went for a walk down to Boreham and passed the 



far:1ous telephone box in Dorehan Field� It was occupiecl by an or:\L1ary enrthnnn. 
Either that or the Aenstrians are well-disGuised these days. 

''Great Truths foroing in the Void?." was the title of one of Arthu:;..-­
Shuttlewood' s last articles su.bmi tted to the UFO -r1aeazines. Uoll, the "t:L"' . ..lt�1s" 
have been presented to us. Take theB or leave theo. UFO sightin(;S continue 0.t 

'lilarminster, but they are no longer vesten. with the old signi.ficc.nce., C�acllo Hill 
is now a national monuoent, just another stop on a uonCI.uctod tour. Unl1ke the 
Longleat Lions, there is no char3e fo r a visit. Dut for how lonG? 

----·----- ------·--------_..-- ------------------------------ .......... ----------------

POLITICS J .. ND CULTISH 
by John ll.o Rir.E1er 

In the last issue of this Bulletin Peter Tiogorson 

corrrnented on the activities of sone so-called ufologists in the 
field of extrenist politlcs, and callecl for nore noclorate people 
to re· sist the propagation of racist, anti-seni tic and crypto­

fascist views through UF�.� nagazines. However there seens to be 
evidence that such views nay be an integral part of the fringe of 
ufology, and their suppression would involve nore than merr:�ly 
avoiding the nore extrene publications. 

As Peter Rogerson points out, twentieth century fascism 
was a reaction agninst rationnl Baterinlisn in the nineteenth 
century. It is basic to fascisn that the great najority of mankind 
is incapable of properly controlling its own affairs, and requires 
the dictatorial control of a god-like Ubernensch, or the example, 
benevolent or otherwise, of some naster race. Nietchz's 
'!�lso Sprach Zarathustra', a highly ror:1antic philosophic tract 

first crystallised. the idea -'· in a coherent foro. The 
disillusionnent with a broadly liberal and hur1anistic view of 
society that followed tho devastation of the first world w2r 
producGd a violently emotional and irrational over-reaction ranging 
fron tho brutality of G·err:1an Nazi SB to the vaguo extrorai st s of the 
British fascist novenentso �longside this descent into political 
irrationality ran a strange current of quasi-nystical psuodo­
sci2ncc. This onconpassed such bizarre ideas as testing 'racial 
purity' by dotailod physiological noasurenent. Hitler was a 
devotuo of a wido variety of curious pseudo-scientific ideas, �nd 
nany of thoso hnvo been chronicled in the UFC literature. 

In its roRction to the realities of an often unattractive 
oatoriRlist world, fascisn holds out a Golden �go. The model for 
this is drawn froo the historical inagory of the culture in which 
it flourishes. Thus the Gornan c1roan1-\vorld was a curious ar1algan of 
Teutonic heroic myth and nedieval bourgeois society, and Mussolini 
regarded ancient Rono as his ideal ordor. In Britain fascist 
novenunts have drawn on Arthurian, Saxon and Elizabethan inageryo 
Sir Gswald Moseloy, in his belief that tho British people will 
call hin fron oxile in France to lead the country in its hour of 
noed, ro-ochoes tho old logend of King !.rthur lying asleep, ready 
to be rous0d when England is in peril. 

This ina.gory is recalled by r1r:.nj .;�· . . · , _ _. the UF··· cultists, 
which often forsce a golden ago, and pnrnllvls sone of the nore 
idealistic concepts of 1ronantic1 fascisno The cultist suffers 
fron the sane despair as the fascist. He sees the sad specta.cle of 
what surrounds hin, and concludes that nan's ultimate destiny is 
cha?s7 futi�it¥ and d?structio�. The only way h? can soe of 
avoldlng thls lS tho lntercesslon of sone super1or person or raco. H? may

. 
see hinse�f as the nodiua for this salvation, having been 

g1von tho cssontlnl knowledge through a 'contact' experience. rr 
he may see the interv&ntion of an alien 'naster-race'. In either 
?aso the

.
a�sunp�ion is nad? that nanki17-d �s incapable of inproving 

lts condltlon Wlthout outsldo help. Thls lS tho direct opposite to 
a hunanist and socialist vie-wpoint, which looks forward to an inpro­
venont in tho condition by its own unaided efforts. This school of 
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thought reaches its apotheosis in Marxist Historicisn, which 

postulates events which n11st h app en--the defeat ?f capitnlisn, 

world revolution--as part of an unavoidable dest1ny. 

J.s the fascist ideal is a reversion to earlior, 

inaccurately perceived cultural forns, so is the inagery of the
. 

UFO cultist. Many British cultists nre fascinated by the Lrthur1an 

legend� L whole ufological cottage ind�stry has grown up, rela�ing 

Celtic and Saxon rer.1ains , often confus1ng the two, leys, negal1ths 

and other antiquities. It is ironic that the neo-ronantic drug 
culture, with its attendant nagical-ufological offshoot, np�arently 

devoted to the ideal of conplete personal frecdon, should l1ne up 

with racist and fascist oriented Glcnents in their devotion to 

a non-existent and historically confused social order. Closer 
exanination of the ai:o.s and methods of both groups will hovJever 
reveal fewer differences thnn might nt first be supposed. Tho 
details of UFC contact and vision experiences often refloct sone 
of the esse ntials of fascist nythology. ThG physical de scription 
of the aliens by such contactoes as t..danski, by 1.vhon they are seen 
as tall , fair haired gods in flo'\ving robes of gold and white, is 

alnost the sane as the inagos of Teutonic gods and godosses in 

the 'culturally pure ' paintings of Hitler's G ernany . vJhether the 
contactee experience is genuine or not is irrelevant--the ir1 ngery 
was strong enough to produce these descriptions even in a hoax. 
The oessagos which contactees receive usually lack tho intellectual­
ising influence of the nore consciously political nessages of the 
fascist visionarieso However the new order they propound has 
strong links with the nore abstract imaginings of the extrene 
right. The 1space-brothers1 usually intinate a strongly heirarch­
icnl system which would help to provide a secure position for an 
insecure personA-lity. J..lthough sonetines the system is ostensibly 
socinlistic or cownunistic, often with a pastoral or agricultural 
basis, there is invariably a guardian class, represented by a 
'galactic council' or so�e such manifestation of the alien naster 

race. 

The politics of ufology often depart rndicRlly fron the 
conventional left-right confrontation that I have dealt 'tvi th 
heretoo However the basic quality of political involvenent in 
ufology is unchanged--total confusion. Peter Rogerson has touched 
on sor�1e of these . Many UF�:. nagazines seen to devote a great deal 
of space to curious econonic theories. There are !Jleric an journals 
which see the Federal Reserve systen virtually as the Beast of the 
Apocalypse. Lthers rnnt against the 'Internntional Bankers'. It is 
easy to see these as synptoms of chronic insecurit y. Many of these 
cultist nagazines contain nover ending attncks on the apparatus of 
governnont, and seen devote d to the cause of personal freedoH. In 
Jl.nor:i_can journals this is seen in terns of tho Frontiersnan, the 
tough, rugeed pioneer--again a reversion to archaic fornsct If this 
was tc;ke� at it� fc;tc<; v alue it would seen to bo a healthy sign , a 
chanp l onlng of lnd1v1dual valuos. However, closer exanination 
reveals that the object of tho attack is not the authoritarian, 
centralised state, but the ninor bureaucracies and inefficiencie s 
that surround ito Whilst this is no bad th:lng in its e lf, it is 
usually inp�ied that direct and arbitrary rule fro:r1 the top would 
cut out all these ninor irritations that surround the freedon 
loving individu al in the clenocrati.c st ate .  'l'hGr.--.� ts a kind of 
inplied feeling that Federal Incone Tax is n ercatcr threat to 
mankind than the gas cha:::1bcr(\ in ufol0gy i� is often felt that 
while tho 'nan at t:he top • is a ·b�-�liova:r l:o is held back fro121 
expressing his views by the_p��thc·:ra ?f.ri!:t�.1or officials and place 
seekers. These nay be th� mlll�ary, hl �l ng the truth about the space 
brother� to shore up t�elr ?'a1 f0�··e� :'·:::::·uc�:�.lre, or a looser con­
federatlon of peoplo--vhu IJ.1�J:::.ll.r:nt;J., ZJ.�nlsts, Hasons anybody 

h t th . . + - . ' . . ' ' w a _elr nro:1e or· appar e l1 " OO.Jec·cs c.re lS lrrelevc:.:nt- ...... who have 
infiltrated the governnent fo� th8i:1."' ovn.1 endso Upholders of this 
view e<;sil:y tnrn any e't.t�nt into a conspiracy. The Kennedy 
assass1nat1ons are a prlne exanple of con spiracy nong ering. 
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There are sor1o aspects of. ufological politics Hhich f·Jen 
to fall outside the usual political spectrur1. 1:. British UFO jcurnnl 
has recently annouricod the fornati.on of a nGitl political party·,. Its 
policy is harnlcss in its unreality, but cxhi "bits a fcn-J of the 
characteristics of other ninority, extrenist novoncnts. First t,,0ra 
is the peculiar arrogance that would cause a person to attcnpt tu 
forn such a party, without any sort of power base.- To do this n 
person nust hold the belief that he has been given sone sort of 
preter-huaan power. Cbviously a person vJho seeks guic1c::nce, even 
indirectly, fron an extraterrestrial civilisation \vould be nore 
likely to believe that he has· the answer to the vrorld' s problc;:-JS 
than one schooled in a more conventional political envirom1ent.. The 
progranoc of this party contains a typical nixture of the incredibly 
grandiose and the alnost laughably spocmfic. It calls on the one 
hand for the conplete overthrow of the econonic syston and replacing 
it with a systen of 'credits' (of course), and en the other for the 
construction of circular, three-storey blocks of flats with gardens 
in the niddle. In this harping on the obsessive insignificance in 
the nidst of world shattering proposals one is roninded of Hitler's 
law prohibiting the use of nutes on trru':lpets. 

If, as I have attenpted to show, thoro is a broad connon 
band betwoen the cultist aspect of ufology and sono of the 
nanifcstations of political extrenisn1 ono nay exp.ect. this to shovr 
in the wider aspects of ufology. It is certainly true that the 
:r:1achinations of UFO organisations often rosenble sane of the nore 
spectacular Hitlerian or Stn.linist purges, but it nay perhaps be 
dangerous to b uild a general behavioural theory on the antics· of 
individual ufologists1 : 

There is however one aspect.which is cormon to nany 
ufologists and nany on the political fringe. There is in nany people 
a psychotic desire to bo in a ninority. This nay be a foro of 
nasochisn, and is often hRrd to distinguish fron a genuine conviction, 
or it r1ay be a desire to bo part of an eli to, disassociated frot1 the 
najority--a distinct right-wing reaction. In nost denocratic 
societies it is fairly safe to be part of a ninority, and nenbers of 
p·oli tical uinori tios arc free to pursue their persecution fantasies. 
UFO cultists often seen to relish the disdain in which they are held 
by the r1ajority, and use their critics to help build up an elaborate 
systen of persecution. �le have all read the paranoid ranblings of 
ufolo�ists who clain that every novo of the najority ('the eneTiy') 
is directed at thon, that no cotK-lentator can be indifferent to thern, 
and any ronark, however dispassionate, is_another part of the 
conspiracy. Sinilarly, ninority political novenents aro able to 
construct vast dossiers of intinidation, infiltration, police 
brutality, and other persocutions. In both instances the notive is 
basically a forn of extrenc egotisn. It is encouraging for an 
insecure person to feel that he is such a throat to established 
society that security forces have to work full tine to olininatc 
hin. This however can only work in a liberal and tolerant society. 
vmen any roal repression starts such ninorities are the first to 
fold up, thus distinguishing then fron the genuine zealotso In a 
repressive society the paranoid ninoritios are able to find their 
security i.-rithin the rigid discipline of the state. 

In this essay I have attenptod to drnw sone parallels on 
the activities of ufological and political extrenists, and d.ononstrate 
how the idoas and fa ntasies of political extrenists have found an 
outle t in the confused credo of 1�n cultism. I suspect that Peter 
Rogerson's desire to isolate unsavoury ele!!lents of the UFC fringe 
nay be unrealistic and that these unpleasant political nanifestations 
�ay bo part of tho phenonenon that more moderate ufologists are 
attenpting to study. It should be possible for a well-adjusted 
person to study political and ufological extrenes rationally without 
being enotidnally influenced by tho views that he is studying. There 
is however in ufology a regrettable, but apparently very deep-seated 

______ t
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ency for the najority of researchers to identify to a greate� or 
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lesser degree, with the subj ect they are supposed to be studying 
from without. 

FURTHBR RE.L.l.DING: Two excellent and entertaining books on 
ninority and extrenist politics, both Right and Left are

. 
��he 

British Political Fringe' and 'The Farther Shores of Pol1t1cs: the 
Lnerican Political Fr�nge', both by George Thayer • .  The ch�pter on 
the JJDerican Black Huslicr movenent will bo of part1cular 1nterest to 
students of UFO cultiscr. 

---�---�-------�---------�-��--------��---------�---- �����----��-�---

PSYCHCLC GIC.t':..L THEe RIES :·F UFC S 
by Peter Rogerson 

During the past 2-3 years there has been a growi ng interest 
in, and discussion of, possible psychologi�al interpre�ations of UFO 
phenor1.ena, this being provoked by the g:oWlng 'strangeness' of . the 
ever accumulating body of evidence. It lS only natural that thls 
departure should have provoked strong criticisn, not to say 
sceptici sr:1, in sone quarters. 

The most serious critique of psychological theories 
advanced to date is the series of three articles by Carl Grove in 
BUFC.Rl" .. Journal: "UF s-Psychological The·orie s and their Defects" < (hereafter PT) (1 );  " Hoax 81ld Hallucination--the Evidence", ( HH J (2); 
and "Jung and the UFCs0, (JU) (3). In these articles Grove raises a 
number of specific criticisns of the psychol o gical theories that 
have been advanced to date, and also any that nay be advanceu in the 
future. It is hoped in this article to answer each point specifically . 

Grove is quite right in rejecting pseudo-psychological 
hypotheses which regard UFl pheno1�ena as journalistic sensations, 
and percipients as �-- · � · .. . �·� .. ·;· ... -:1lcoholics. Such ideas are not 
however those that serious proponents of psychological theories are 
talking about . t·Je can liflit discussion in the r1ain to the possibility 
of hallucination as a cause of UFO experiences. This can be done 
under two heads-- (a) Can hallucination take place under the 
conditions under which UFO percipience allegedly takes place, and can 
psychologically normal people be hallucinated? (b) Is there anything 
in the accounts of UFO percipience that would automatically eliminate 
hallucination? 

With regard to (a) Grove tends to suggest the answer is 
'no', on the grounds that hallucinations are uncommon, and· occur in 

definite psychological states--sensory restriction, sleep deprivation, 
psychotic and neurophysiological abnormA.l i ty, drug intake and deep 
hypnotic trance . (PT ) These views are only partly correct. In fact 
hallucination of a simple and undramatic kind probably occurs at 
least once in everyone's lifetime. With some people hallucinations 
may occur several times, and with a small proport ion of the population 
hallucinations are more or less frequent--ostensible clairvoyants 
and trance me diums, for example. Here, of course, we are approaching 
the boundaries of psychosis. The evidence collected by psychologists 
suggests that about 15% of the population tend to be hallucinators. 
It would be interesting to know if high hallucinator subjects are 
also deep trance hypnotics. 

The hallucinations that tnorr:1�l' people experience tend to 
be fleeting affairs , they do not 1J-::�7C) the complexity and behavioural 
changes that are associated with ps-y�chot�:_c conditi ons. The closest 
comparison between UFO perciplsnce and a('�rno'tvledged h alluc inations 
occurs in the field of app:t�""'ltion::: 9 1:!�i�.�-!J. 2�1:·e p:ene�cn.J.ly reported by 
psychologically 1 no:rmal : pGopJ.•:·; i.0. �""L?": CC\..:'..J.'38 Of everyday activi ty . 
The evidence collected by �oaT·a.p;·JY'::?.f."J0.l_ogists discolmts the view that 
halluc inations are confined to extreme psychological conditions. But 
even if this we�e not the case, the criteria suggested by Grove are 
capable of a far more liberal interpretation than may be envisaged 
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at first glance. Sensory restriction hallucinations arc �y no r20c-.ns 
confined to 'black roam 1 re stricti on (such as that used in astron�_ut 
training) though hallu�inations in total sensory restriction R�o 
extremely vivid and complex. Notorists driving through monotonous 
scenery or at night often expe�ience ver;r vivid hallucination�; . 
indeed they may enter completely trancellke states, a fnct -vrhlcij. is 
recognised as a signific�nt cause of major accidents. Such a 
condition, especially in a deep trance S1J.bject, may be the cnuse 
of many of the dramatic UFO reports involving night drivers. 

Hallucinations can be produced by a variety of chemical 
substances. Carbon monoxide1 in trace runounts, if inh ale d over a 
long period can produce hallucinations and psychotic reac tions ; 
rer1uction in oxygen supply can ··produce similar results. It is o.lso 
true· that no definite opinion on the cause of schizophrenia exists. 
There seems to be as much evidence that it is caused by chemical 
changes in the body as by emotional causes. It may thus be that 
pollution is as signific ant a cause of the rapid growth of mental 
illness as is the 1pace of modern living'. It may be that some 

� flaps in agric�ltural are as are the results of some very unpleasant 
side effects of some modern insect sprays. 

There can be little d oubt that the 'silent contactees' 
described by Keel and others are psychotic ·subjects. The symptoms 
described are classic symptoms of paranoid schizophrenia. Keel has 
clai�ed that the majority of Type I percipients he has interviewed 
are suffering from these after effects. If this claim can be 
substantiated it would indicate that either the percipients have 
experienced a traumatic event which has caused a psychotic reaction, 
or that Type I percipience may be a preliminary sign of psychosis.· 

Therefore we would be justified in concluding that 
hallucination £Qn take place under conditions described by UFO 
percipients. 

+ + + + + 

Specific oj;)jections _to the psycl}olq�i.S!_f!.l hypothesis: 

++ That collective percipience rules out hallucination, 
as collective hallucination is impossible (PT). 

\mile the evidence for mass hallucination is not conclusive, 
it is by no means negligible. The Fatima case is a striking example. 
It would be almost impossible to envisage any objective tthing' 
which would be visible to only a certain number of a contiguous 
group. Cases o� collectively perceive d apparitions are by no means 
a complete rar1ty. Tyrrell (4) counted 130 such cases and gave a 
number of examples. He and most other parapsychologists have 
regarded such cases as hallucinations genc�ated by parapsychological 
interaction. �lternatives to such a viewpoint hnve never had much 
success,,and were often little more than meaningless phraseso The 
notion of parapsychological interaction has a wide measure of 
acceptance in psychological circles, and.has far more evidential 
backing than the claims of ETH ufology. 

++That physical traces, photos, radar tracks etc., rule 
out hallucinations (PT, HH)o 

Despite Groves' statement that such traces occur in a 
significant number of cases, they are in fact quite rare. Alan 
Sharp has given convincing alternative explanations for several 
crater reportso In view of this, ground effects unaccompanied by 
visual reports c.cm be automatically discarde d. In the case of visual/ 
ground effect reports a gene:t"al sequence takes place. The witness 
ostensibly perceives an object; later he finds curmous marks at the 
spot. It is a natural reaction tc suggest that the 'object' caused 
the marks, but there is often no c onv incing evidence for this. It 
is equal�y likely that the grou .. 11.d mark�ng s were already th ere , 
subconsclously noted, and l ater wo·,ren lnto a hallucinatory experience. 

Of the 2000 plus photographs probably less than twenty are 
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of any i nt e re s t  at al l . · ' T ot al ly c onvinci_ ng ' UF O  pho t o g r aph s hn.ve 
been c onvinc ingly expl aine d a s  fake s ,  at such a rat e  a s  t o  make u s  
wonde r i f any pho t og r aphs are of evi dent i al value . Even the . 

McMinnvi lle phot og rap h s  have had s e r i ou s  doubt s C B. s t  on the l r  
authenti c i ty .  My only c onc lu si on i s  that unl e s s  pho t o g rap h s  ar e 
taken unde r the mo st st ring ent and well do cwnentG d c ondi t i on s , suc h 
a s  have not , t o  my knowl e dg e , ye t been met , suc h evi denc e c an no t 
b e  re garde d a s  wo rthy of seri ou s  c on si de r at i on . Radar t rac k s  are of 
a simi l ar nature , they are few in number , but puzzl ing . The re s e em s  
l i t tle r e a s on t o  be li eve t hat they m11s t  rep re sent t he s ame phenomenon 
a s , say , landing s .  It do e s  no t s e em t o t ally unrea son abl e t o  sug g e st 
that cur i ou s  radar t r a c k s  may them se lve s be the r 8 sul t of 
hal luc inati on .  

++ That UF O  rep ort s p re domin at e i n  rural area s , whe r ea s 
i t  woul d be exp e c t e d  that p syc hol og i c al s t imul i woul d p re dominat e 
in urb an ar e a s ( HH ) e 

G rove ' s  p r e di c ti on i s  qui t e  inc mrrec t o  Hal luc i nat o ry 
c ondi t i on s  ar e m o re l i kely in relaxe d rural atmo sphe re s ,  whe re the r e  
i s  l e s s  sen s ory stimul ati on , l e ading t o  dre aml ike state s ,  than i n  
noi sy urban c ondi ti on s . In t hi s re sp e c t  the UF O phenomenon i s  
enti rely c on s i s t ent wi th the hal luc inati on hyp o the si s .  

++ That p e ri odi c i t y , e sp e c i ally the M ar s synodi c  p e ri od 
c ycl e , i s  inc omp atible wi t h  t he hal luc inat i on hyp othe si s ( till ) . 

D .  Kni ght ( 5) ha s shown that Fortoan p he nomena show a 
re l ati on shi p  wi t h  the Mar s cyc l e . 1. vari ety of natur al phenomena 
s e em to show simi l ar c ycli c al vari ati on s . P erhap s minut e c hang e s  
in the Earth ' s  ele c t romagne t i c  f i e l d  c an c at alys e hal luc inat i on s  
in c e �tain p e ople . A s  f o r  othe r s t at i sti c al evi denc e , thi.s wri t e r  
i s  not a mathemat i c ian , an d  wi l l  f o rbear c omment . 

++ That no p r oven c a s e  of halluc inati on in reli ab l e  UFO 
wi tne s se s  exi s t s  ( HH) . 

L numbe r  of c l e arly hal luc inat ory c a s e s exi st s ,  thou gh 
the p e rc ip i ent s m ay not be re garJo d  as r el i able by G r ove . Both 
S c h�nhe rr ( 6 ) and Keel ( 7 )  have p ointe d out evi denc e sug g e s t in g  
t hat T�c I c a se s  a r e  of a hal luc inat o ry nature . Seve ral of Val l e e ' s  
c a s e s C : )  are not c apable of an ob j e c t i ve explanat i on .  A s  suc h 
wi tne s s e s  c an alway s be r e g arde d a s  unre l i abl e such c a se s t end t o  
get ' swep t  unde r the c arp e t ' .  

Val l e e  now al s o  c onc lude s that enti ty r ep ort s do show 
re gi onal/temp oral va ri ati on s .  ( C )  

+ + + + + + + 

Jung and thg UFO s 

Jung sug e e s t e d  that UF O s are arche ty� i c nl , symbol s i n  a 
c oll e c tive unc on s c i ou s ( 9 ) . Grove c ritic i se s  thi s ( JU) on the g r ounds 
that arc he typ e s c annot be inhe ri t e d  genet i c ally . The r e  i s  l i t t l e  
r e a s on to supp o se that Jung ever thought that they were , in a 
l i t e ral sen se . Jung always r e e arde d the ' c o l l e c t i ve subc on sc i ou s ' 
a s  an immat e ri al in a dual i sti c s en se o Simi l 9.rly the imp ortanc e of 
ar c he typ e s in no way rel at e s t o  the i '!'  ul t ir.n.-t-t e or J ei.n . However 
l aboratory exp eriment s on re.t s S\.,_g G E: st tha·c ur.. de r ce rt ain c ondi t i on s  
l e arnine may b e  inhe r i t e d .  Trad:�_ t ·.:. oj:: handed do·hn f r om t he earl i e s t  
c l an c ommuni t i e s of Homo Err:; c t1.::. f:; J 1 1.::.lti J  .. t he ac1vant of ma s s  me di a , 
may well have modi f i e d  ge·rLGti . c� .3 · : . :-- ·u_;: t,:!r(� n .J1.:..1::g r s hyp 0the se s we r e  not 
c re a t e d  t o  ' expl e.in 1 th�� UFO pi;.r?� ' . · .:��� ·�:.�� ·. )n. :t. s ···T::t c::� thq l�rrH � thu s one 
� oul d  say that the ET�I

. 
vi ola-f: �· s  Uc r"' ::"'. :n ? s TI :: z c l  .. r. i�o s ar { hat a hyp othe s i s 

1 s ' su sp e c t  1 be c au se 1 ·c eT.:pl a:.L -:: =� :;:: .r · r-::r, -=·: .. c·:l. - t ";:·l , :.:·p -� ., 1 · ·  ��.�- nte s c ommon 
sense , i s  a curi ou s nove l +:y , I t  :·i_ ::: c" .:. ff.�. • :u1 ·� �: o :�, s o  r:..- , ·,r tbe t he o ry of 
r elativi ty , f or examp l e , C (Jl J :-:.. d : -, ,= � · ,. (-::; 2:n 2 1.�6 C! d  1 I.;.l c1(; r SllC h a p r inc ip l e  • 

. A si gnific ant numbe :."' of p s yc �:c :: u u:� :.y st s st.:Lll adht:::· r e t o  JLL.Y).g ' s i de a s . 
The p syc hol o gi s t s  ho�eve r  have no suc h s e t  of ac c ep t e d  vi ews • 
enormou s c ontr ove r si e s s t i ll surr ound all p sychol o g i c al the o�i si ng . 
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C onc lu si on s 

Any g eneral int e rp r e t at i on of the UFO phenom enon wi ll 
have to vi ol a t e  the gene rally ac c ep t e d ' l aw s ' of phy si c s ,  p syc hol o gy 
or both. At the p re sent p syc hol ogy i s  Buc h  l e s s  ri gi d than phy si c s  

' 

the refore �ove� p syc hol ogi c al the o ri � s ar e  moro p l au sible than any
' 

c onc ept wh1 c h  J Olt s the l aw s  of phy s1 c s � The only seri ou s c ri t i que 
o f  the p syc hol ogi c al hyp othe s i s , that of C arl · Gr ove , c ont ain s a 
numbe r  o f  unf ounde d s t at ement s and ove r gene rali s ati on s , and thu s  
ha s not e st abli she d  i t s c a s e . 
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L O C A L  U F O  R E P O R T S  

Further t o  the report s  of a cy steri ous ai rcraft seen over Merseysi de 
i n  August ( see last i s sue ) � the fo llowing account appe ared i n  the column , 
''P eople and Pl aces " ,  by Peter Pres cot , i n  the Septenber 14 , i ssue of the Journal 
of Cor1r1crce : 

'�by do the expert s  t alk like fool s when asked about UFOs which thousands 
of people see and the expert s neve r det e ct ? Y ou coul d not fool scho olchi ldren with 
the stupi d ' ' expl anati on s " they put forward for the things (w e) see in our night 
sky whi ch do not conforo to known standards . 

'�hen I got back to Pre scot T ow ers the other evening night was fal ling and 
I saw an ob ject , t aken t o  be an aerOlJlane , flying ove r very f ast and--here was the 
poi nt--without a sound and with ve r,y bright be ans of he adlight s all over the 
fro nt . As it pass ed overhead, and Madame P re scot j oined y our columni st , a red 
light was seen on the p ort side . No disti nct shape could be made out but the 
bril li antlY illu�ated front . w as bow-shape d .  It was rather l onge r than a Doeing 
707 .  

"As it passed aw ay southw ards i t s  ' bodyW ork '  obscured the lights , whi clj. 
point ed only in a forw ard directi on . Vihy he adlight s ?  Vlhat ' l andnarks ' or ob je ct s  
w ere they supposed t o  i llunin ate up there ? 

"Later came a runbl i ng sonnd, cert ainly not the s ound of j et e ngi ne s 
which would be re�uired t o give a conventi onal ai rcraft that spe ed . And with .t he 
s ound� the local ken..�e ls o ccupant s  set up a rather e eri e howling . 

"Then cane the expert s .  ' Jupiter pas sing through a cl oud 1 they sai d  at 
the big Manchester raQi o  tele sc op e G The scienti st s how ever w e re far fr om 
un aninous . 1 M ars 1 , others de clared . T jis writer i s  sooewhat of a st ar gazer and 
can i dentify b oth of these p l a�et s on sight , and the day either of t hen rumbl e 
through the earth ' s atmo[ph(3re trc>�:! d.ue North t o  due S outh should set the 
' experts ' �uak.ing at tho k :;.aep. ,  

HThe aforesai d s c!J Jol1o}' s � wh., a_;:: 9 u.s·-.1a: J.y ve ry well i nforned on these 
natters ,  and who , like cy svlf 9 c�il! ?: r'· ;;:;  �:� .' ou.st have been as contemptuous of the 
' exp lanati on '  as I w as o  It �v as a vor'/ co l:�ct, 81lb st anti al ob j e ct , i ntelligently­
and I suspect h,.:una�.!.y-bu:l l !;  r·:J.d fl -. :1::� : Anrl rrry gue ss is that it is a ' defence t 

device ab out whi ch t he app..::·opy:_ ::di e �. u·r. ·b.0J."-t v5 . e s are pre serving a cy stery-creating 
silence" 

The f oJ.low ing report hc:1s bevn r e ceive d from Dernard Veal e : 

On Sunday � Sept ember 5 �  st approximat ely 8 .4 5  i n the evening , a Mr J .  

_ _ _ _ _ __________________________ _j 



MUFOB 4 - 52 -

C l arke and five witne sses ob served a glowing , yel l ow-orange di sc cro s s  the sky 
in about 3! ninut e s  in a s outheast t o  n orthw e st dire ct i on .  One of the w itne s se s ,  
Mr C larke ' s  brother, obsarved t hrough a pair o f  binocul ars what appeared t o  b e  
a bank of l ight s  on one si de o f  t he UFO .  

S o  far w e  have only seen Mr C larke , as w e  have experience d some di ffi crul ty 
in t rying t o  find him ;  howeve r  we expe ct to see the re st of t he w i tne sses short ly . 
The original report w as in the Run corn Vle ekl,y � for S ept ei!lber 11 , 1971 , and the 
si@lting t ook p lace in RUNCOBN • . 

· · 

Mr C larke has been a keen ast r on o�e� for about 30 years and so i s  w e l l 
experien ced at observing ob je ct s  in the sky . 

The l at e st l o cal UFO sighting t ook place on O c t ober 23 , at RO CK FERRY . 
The fol l ow ing report apl.)eare d in the Live:!J29ol � on Oct ober 28 � 

Tw o  Vlirral O OI!li!luters reported seeing a qy st er i ous ob j e ct in the sky while 
trave lling along N ew Che ster Road, Ro ck Ferry , t oday . The ob j e ct ,  sai d sal e s  
nanager M r  Pet e r  S eynour-Dixon , o f  St oret on , w a s  at ab out 40 , 000 feet . A c o l le�1ue , 
Mr St ephen Laob , of Pront on 9  al so saw i t . 

"It then droppe d very rapi dly w it h  a. ve ry l arge fl are out behind to ab out 
2 , 000 feet , 11 sai d  Mr S eymour-Dixon . "Then it cane t o  an ab solute standst i l l  for 
about a minut e before moving off in a hori zontal direct i on . "  

The inci dunt happene d just before 8 o ' clo ck and l at e r  M r  Soyi!lour-Dixon 
che cke d w i th Jodrell Dank but they had no rep ort s of t he sighting . Air Traffi c 
C ontrol at Liverpool Airport al s o  had no report s .  

---------------------------------------�------�--�- ------�-- -

The problems of comJuni cat i on w ith ext raterre stri al inte lligence 

We are grat eful to Mr Pe ter Booth, of Che adlo , Che shire , for sending us 
a copy of a report whi ch appeared in the O ct ober 1 ,  1971,  i s sue of N�ture . 

The report con cerns the internat i on al conference on Communi cat i on w ith 
Ext rat err e st ri al Intel ligence whi ch w as hel d  at the B.yurakan Ob servat ory in S oviet 
Aroeni a froo Sept eober 5 t o  1 1. It w a s  a j oint pro j e ct of the US and USSR Acadenie s 
of scien ce s  and was att ended by 56 offi ci al del egat e s ,  including one from tho 
United Kingdoo . 

There w a s  apparently a remarkably strong fee l ing aoong the del egat e s  t�j 
the sub j e ct i s  of pot enti al ly very gre at ioport ance , and it seoos l ikely that 
l arge suns w i ll be syent on proj e ct s aioing t o  search for signs of ali en 
int el ligence in the near future . The general con sensus w a s  that search of the 
radi o w ave len&ths �ust st i l l  be regarded as the mo st proni sing l ine of approach . 

�niversity l e cture 

On O ct ober 19 , John Harney del i  ... vere d a le cture ep.tit led "UFOs--phy si cal 
or psy chol ogi cal ?" t o  the Manche ster Universi ty Phy si c al S ociety . The t alk 
att racted an audience of ab out 300 . 

Change of foroat 

vi i l l  al l tho se re aders who careful ly keep their copies · of MUFOD and send 
then off each year to be ri chly b ound in b e st quality l e ather w i th g ol d  t ooled 
l e t t ering please n ot e  that w e  have de cide d  to chanee the si ze of the page s . 
Beginning with the i s sue , Volume 5 ,  Nuob e r  1 ,  w e  w i l l  b e  changing fron the 
pre sent fools cap to A4 .  

--------------·----·�-�--
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