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E D I T 0 R I A L 
The State of the Art 

�1JFOI3 4 

Ufolocy 12-s bEJCO::lG a I)lay::round for r:ll kinG.s of cre.x1k.s and sensation 
mongers. In r1d•�i tiot 9 r..any �)f i-cs r� l .. ·rc intGllit:ent dvvoteos have taken the apparently 
irrational nature of its basic cl2.-tia as a liconco to inr_ul��o in irrational speculations. 

Not so our Science Editor. He insists that this subject oust �o studied in 
a logical, objective nannor9 or not e.t all. In this issue wo present his apvraisal of 
the present state of the art. 

--------..--------------- ---------------------------...._ _______ .......__ .. .._.._. _____ _ 

THE NEW U ]' 0 L 0 G Y -- A CRITIQUE 
by Alan W • Sho.ri) 

Introduction 

In a previous article which dealt with certain aspects of the book Operation Trojan 
Horse (M1mOD !=3, pp 32-35) I pointed out a few of the factual errors and misleading 
statements which seemed to no to cast doubt on the value of this book as a se rious 
oontri bution to the understanding of UFO phenooena. SoEle of cy corrments were a 
little pedantic and I am not over-fond of appeals to authority, but these quibbles 
apart I have no doubt that qy criticisns wore amply justified. 

Nevertheless, since Mr Keel seeos to be regarded by sooe ufologists as a 
principal spokesnan for a particular ancl forward-lookin;- vi ew point on our subject I 
feel that I should raake at least sone atter.1pt to discuss this viewpoint and ooment 
upon its vali�ity. 

In doing so I nako no clai�s to special expertise though I consider, in 
contradistinction to Mr Ke el, that it is an advant8._:�e to havo unclergono the rigours 
of a training in s ome scientif�c cliscipline when it comes to Gaking a sensible 
assessment of UFO phenomena, despite the fact that oany sci e nt ists seem to leave 

their objectivity behind them when they quit their lnb ratories--the author of 
P assport !£ Magonia for axaople, Jacque s Valleo, wh u I shall mention extensively, 
and Prof. M. Agrest who propose1 th t Sodor.1 and Gooorrah Whlt'e destroyed by an 
ator:lic bomb. 

In addressing eyself to the task of assessing thCi iupcrt of such works as 
Operati on Trojan Horse and Passport to M�7onia I have found it necessar.y to examine 
the "new ufology" Nhich they prop unA.. from several different yoints of view and 
have had sooe ��fficulty in presenting oy analysis and conclusions in a logical 
sequence . 

The reason for this is not hard to discover and arises from the discursive 
and confusint; approach which their authors have adopted in b8th of these books and 
which, allied to an uncritical acceptance by then of even the oost ludicrous of 
stories has made the job of analysis both exhausting and. protracterl. 

It has provo1 unwise to take any thing which they sey on trust and this ha.a 
t1eant that much tirne has inevi tn:)ly been Sl_)cnt in conB,lltin·-; various works of 
reference and even noro has been consur!le i by the necessity for contl.nuA.l toxtual 
rearrangement. 

Teminol<?_gY_and_ Class_i_fi cq.� 
One gre at difficulty inherent in our work hinrjos Ub'un the furbulg,tion of an 
adequate definition of the term UFO, for what �ay be an uni1entifie� phenonenon to 
one p erson rJay n'Jt be so to another observer of the saoe event or to someone who. 
su"!JscquGntly investi��ates the matter. 

It is noteworthy in tlus connection that neither Kool nor Vallee defines 
the toro in quosti�:n and. al thoueh this failure has its undoubted advantages for 
ther!l �JY freeing thoo froL1 the restrr int of rigorous usage its disa1vantat:;es for 
their readershi� cannot 1Je .JVereD};)hasise'lo 

In this 1)apor I shall onrleavour to a':lliere to the f:>llowing definitions: 
1. A Uli'O is anything observed or apparently porcoiverl in tho skjJ whi ch the observer 
is unable to i1entify at the tit1o� or anything observed or a;_)}_>arently perceiv ed on 
the ground or in or on the sea which he ':)onsirlers nay have an aerial connotation 
and Which he is u��ble to identify at tbe time� 
2. A sighting is the !3.Ctual E1:1kinG of a UFO observatiolj. It is not necessarily 
directly optical in nature. GoGo radar 11sightings11 are pcrmisso.ble, though indirect. 

3 • .A UFO rerJ·)rt is a record of inforna·iii on concerning a oightingo 
4. Ufology is the subject which d0als ·�ith UFO sj_ �htin�ss anr1 reports. 

5· UFO reports can be divi'lor:'.. i11t.' .throo brJad Ct..tG�-::Jrit�,s "Nh�ch (:.oal with:­

(a) Natural objects e.nr1 '.;Von·�s. 
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(b) Artifi ci al objects and events. 
( c ) Imaginary objects and events. 

Examples of these classes are:-

Natural. Stars, planets, comets, birds, bats, insects, etc. and their movenents. 
Meteors, boli"les, lightning discharges, waterspouts, tomacloes, sunben��1s, 
aurorae, ignes fatui or will o' the wisps, light pillars, mock suns, 
space vi sitors, human beings. 

Artifici al. Dalloons, aeroplanes, artifi cial satellites, rockets, parachutes, 
radar spheres, "space grass" or radar chaff, searchlights, car headlight s, 
alien space vehicles, hoaxes. 

Imaginary. Results of defoc·tive vi si on, hallucinati ons, dreaos, hypnosi s, nervous 
disorders, ioage retention, insanity. 

Vi si on s  and other alleged supernatural or paranoroal oanifestations are 
here classified as imaginary, although they may sooetimes be associated With non­
ioaginary phenomena. 

The list i s  not exhaustive but such additions as mqy be necessary cannot 
affect the overall conclusi on that the only genuinely untoward i terns concern 
possible visitors from space and their craft. It i s  to these that most "lay" people 
refer when they talk about UFOs or flying saucers. 

A great deal of �sunderstanding arises s olely from terminologi cal 
inexactitude and the ufologi st must constantly be on hi s guard against thi s. 

Vli thin reason slight differences in usage can be tolerated provided the 
ufologi st indicates hi s choi ce and adheres to it. For instance Condon (Scientific 
Study of Unidentified F!ying Objects, p 9 ) says: 

"An unidentified flying object i s  here defined as the stimulus for a 
report made by one or nore inoividuals of something seen in the sky ( or of an object 
thought to be capable of flight but seen when landed on the earth) whi ch the 
observer could not identify as having an ordinary natural origin, and Whi ch seemed 
to him suffi ciently puzzling that he undertook to make a report of i t  to the police, 
to government offi cials, to the press, or perhaps to a representative of a private 
organi sation devoted to the study of such objects." 

In other words Condon considers a UFO to be the vi sual sti�ulus which 
gives ri se to a UFO report mad� to some relevant person or body. Thi s i s  a 
reasonable though rather restrictive definition, but the phrase "having an 
ordinary natural origin" i s  not Well chosen since it literally implies that any 
artifact seen in the sky must automati cally be a UFO. The word 11natural" means "not 
artificial." 

Both Condon's definition and my own have one very important thing in 
common, however, namely that the tem UFO refers to something which puzzles the 
OBSERVER ( or observers ) and not just to a sighting whi ch remains unexplained after 
subsequent investigation. Insofar as Vallee attempts a dGfinition (Anatomy of a 
Phenomenon, pp 96, 103) he seems t o  agree with this, for he scys:-

--

'�anifest ations of the UFO phenomenon are to bo found among reports of 
the perception of a visual image, corrmonly interpreted Ez. the wi tnes� as that of a 
material, flying object, which possesses either or both of the following properties: 
( a) An appearance which, to � Witness, is unusual J (b) A behavi our whi ch, to the 
Witness, is unusual." (IIt'f italics) 

The reader should note that thi s  statement i s  in n o  wi se a definition. It 
i s  not turned into ono by later qualifi cations and is on a par with defining sharks 
as "free swioming marine vertebrates found amongst animals caught by fishermen," 
or human beings as "creatures found among warm blooded animals having a bi-pedal 
gait," neither of whi ch statements i s  false but neither of which i s  sufficient to 
define the objects under considerati on. Vallee is being deliberately non-committal 
and evasive. He als o  says ( ibid, p 46): "A UFO sighting ( i s ) the percepti on of thi s 
image by a witness." 

However he then proceeds to contradict himself ver.y quickly ( ibid p 99) 
when he remarks& "For example, a witness calls the sheriff's office to report seeing 
a sphere in the sky. Poli cemen go out, observe the sphere and, by calling the local 
airport, determine that the origin of the sighting i s  a balloon tracked at that very 
moment by the local stati on. This i s  a true identification. Similarly, a so-called 
'strange light' photographed at night i s  shown to fit exactly the trajectory of an 
artifi cial satellite." He concludes: "Such reports have no place in the study of UFOs." 
Indeed. 

Vallee's comment can only be taken to mean that such sightings as these 
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hypothetical eXJ.IJl;los are not in his opinion UFO si�?-"htinr;s an�::. therefore the objects 
concerned aro not UFOs, whereas in fact they are U:B,Cs w�1oso identity is later 
established as huoan e.rtifncts, even though the title interval between Glaking the 
observation and deteroini�j the cause is in ono case rather abbreviated. Vallee 
wants to have his c�ke and eat it . 

Apart froo tho fact t 1at his position is open to d-:Jubt his conclusion is 
patentlY absurd. lffi10 sightings which are later oxplaine� n�y not be to Vallee's 
liking but such sightings actually furnish ·a highly iBportant collection of data 
for comparative pur-poses on those occasions when identifica·tion is less readily made. 

__ , Perhaps, though, one should not be too surprised at the vagaries of an 
author who makes use of the vi tnl term "UFO" over 200 times in a single book Without 
apparently knowing what it means. · John Keel, too, for lack of a definition of the term under discussion makes 
some extremely illogical state�ents. For example (Operation Trojan Hors�, p 40); 
"Sensible research must be dictated by this basic precept� Any acceptable theory 
must offer an explanation for all the data. 11 (Keel's italics). "The paraphysical 
by?othe·sis meets this criterion. The extraterrestrial hypothesis does not." 

·This is the "new ufology" in a nutshell, but what of the metal spheres, 
1 spadE; grass, pure mao�esium, ubiquitous slag and other "space junk" that Keel makes 

such a palave.r about? Are all these things 11para:physicalu? I .think not. Nor are the 
large numbers_ of stars, planets, sat.e.ili tes, balloons, aeroplanes, bolides, 
lenticular clouds, etc., sightings of which foro the basis of so many UFO reports. 

Keel's statement is nonsense. Neither of the hypotheses which he mentions 
can cover all the UFO data and the only waor·.he can nanage to give his remark the 
slightest air of plausibility is_by using the term UFO in a oultitude of different 
senses to ·suit his caprice. Such verbal juggling is typioal of the "new ufoloeY" and 
its proponents and in� opinion is sufficient,.in itself, to damage their case 
almost beyond redemption. . .. 

·· If the foregoing were �l:t; .it might b� pos�ible to offer an excuse on the 
grounds that words aJ;'e imperfect tools for conveying ideas and that. a certain 

· .lati��de must be allowed, but it is only th� b�gi�pg. Jn order to carr,y this 
assessment further it becomes necessary to inve.stig.ate the reliability of the new 
ufolO{;ists as conmentators, rep.:)rters and cri tics ail.d I shall attempt to do this 

·under various headings which are not necessarily mutually. exclusive. 
Pseudo-statistics 
Any attempt to bring some order into the welter of UFO reports inevitably leads 
towards some .form- of statistical treatment even though it may not be designated as 

·· su-ch and is on a very low level of competence • 
. Many scathin� attacks have been made on "official" classifications because 

C?f an alleged tendency to dispose· of �wkWard reports under the heading of "insufficient 
information for· evaluation" or the eQuivalent (Anatocy of � Phenooenon, p 102)9 ·but 

_vvhat ·of the new ufqlogists? VIl�at sort of an example do they set in this matter? 
_I have already romark�d that neither John Ke.el nor Jacques Vallee is 

·prepared to identify the te� UFO an� indeed Valloe, in the days when he believed in 
the extraterrestrial hypothesis, devoted a great deal of his book ]Ulatomw of � 
Phenomenon to a dismu;sion of terminology and qlass:i.:fiontion without, in my 
opinion, achlaving anything of much value bec(-l.use of his bn.sic refusal to define 
what he- meant by a UFO. -In l?assport to Magr)nia he seems to have abandoned any 
pretence at scientific impartiality and adndts as much in his vreface. 

John Keel, however, does make some attempt ·in Operation Trojan Horse, 
. chapter one, to prepare the reader for what follows· by a pathetically weak and 
ine�t excursion into the realm of statistical analysis under the heading of 
"Patterns. of the Phenomenon. 11 Ho writes: "More than 10,000 clippings and reports 
reached. L1e in 1966 (in contrast with the 1,060 reports allegedly received by the 
.AF durirll?; that same period)," (Keel's italics). 

Notice the attempted slur on the Air Force---10,000 to 1,000 in favour of 
Keel! Notice also' though, the tricl$j of ·logio which he employs-he is not comparing 
the sae1e things. His 10.,000 items coiiQrise two separate classes, clippings and 
reports, whereas the 1,060 Air Force items are down as reports only. The cooparison 
is thus meaningless and misleading. · 

"Throughout 1967 ", continues Keel, "I devoted my spare. time to sorting th.4_s 
great mass of material, categorising it, and boiling it down to valid statistical 
foriJ. 

"I thre'Y!, out most of the 'lights in � E'El.' types of reports and 
concentratocbl on the Ty-pe I cases." (Low level objects observed. and reported by 
reliable witnesses). (� itqlics). 

This "throwing out " is harc1ly likely to insi)ire the reader with much 
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oonfidanoe in Keel's subsequent analysis or his abilities as a statistician. "I 
ended up with two files," ha says, "one containing the Type I sightings ( 730 inx all 
or 7.3 percent of the total)J_and the other the� of the Type .II sightin�s (hi�h 
altitude objects performing in a controlled manner and.distinct.from noroal aircraft 
and natural phenomena)." (nv italics)., 

Having experienced considerable difficulty in evaluating UFO revorts 
Iey'Self I am agog to learn what mystique Keel invoked in assessing the "best" 
sightings and the "reliable witnesses •" UnfortUnately ha does not see fit to 
enlighten his readers on this vi tal matter.· 

''Thus," he oontinuas, "I was working on 33.3 percent of the total" and 
adds: "Radio and TV surveys which rule the industry work on a far smaller samplinc;, 
claiming �hat a survey of 1,500 TV viewers represents the viewing habits of the 
whole country •" Vlhat Keel apparently fails to realise is that professional 
statisticians go to considerable trouble to select a random sample whereas ha has 
messed about with his sample in such a. way as to render it virtually worthless. In 
view of the fact that we know nothing of ·his selection rules his subsequent artrument 
and conclusions are mere meaningless varbi��e. Unfortunately most of the statistical 
comments in the UFO literature are on a sicilarly low level. 

On the above evidence tho new ufologists are in no position the criticise 
the analytical work of any of tha official investieators including the Condon team. 
In particular Vallae is quite unjustified in deriding th� Condon Report as a '�iaoe 
of scientific recklessness,'' a.l though there are certainly some valid cri tioisms Which 
can be levelled against it; for instance its slipshod treat�ent of soma unexplained 
radar-visual sightings, such as the puzzling Lakanhea�h affair to which Dr llcDonald 
devoted so much attention (FlYing Saucer Review, 1�:2) and the Washington, D.C., 
sightings. 
Meii Misinformation 
On page seven of Anatom[ ��Phenomenon one reads: '�he observation made in 1290 
at Byland Abbey, Yorkshire, of a large silvery diso flying slowly is a classical onG 
and can be found in a number of books." 

Vallee does not enlarge on this theme but has clearly included this 
reference for a purpose, namely to add yet another oase t·o his list of eysterious 
aerial sightings from the past which he is building up into 11The legend of flying 
saucers." According to the Condon Report, if I mey be allowed to use this abbreviation, 
the D,yland Abbey case was investi�ated with some tenacity (pp 493-495) with the 
result that the following telegram was received from a correspondent in London a "Have 
checked with college stop Ampleforth document a hoaX perpetrated by two siXth form 
schoolboys in lotter to Times (London) regards."! 

Notice Vallee1s use of the prestibious term "classical" in his account. 
The appelation "classical" or "classio" seeiJ.S to be used here to confer a spurious 
aura of sanctity on an otherwise disreputable report. The wor� oomes froo the Latin 
"classicus" meaning first class or first rate. First rate rubbi_sh, 1 t would seam. 

J obn Keel describes Truman Bethurum' s "Aboard a. Flying Saucer" fantasias 
a.s "classic" (Operation Trojan Horse, pp 237-8)" Valleo, however, in this case 
rema:rks: (AnatoiitY .2!, .! Phenomenon, p 124) "But I do not think anyone has ever been 
seriously worried by childish descriptions of space conditions copied from newspapers, 
comics or stories whose author is said to have landed on Venus or on the eysterious 
planet Clarion, permanently hidden by the Moon I" Quite right, but in Passport .!£. 
Magonia Vallae is reduced to a puerile aooeptance of equallY pathetio descriptions 
in a manner sugGGstive of a drowning man olutbbing desperately at the proverbial 
straw. 

On a more ordinar,y level there are Keel's raferenoos to meteors, comets, 
etc., in chapter 8 of 012eration Trojan Horse. On page 144 he writes: !f "Thousands of 
actual unidentified flying objects a.re erroneously explai.ned � as meteors every 
year. (my italics) UsuallY no one bothers to collect these meteor reports, lay them 
out on a map, and study them properly. Astronomers seem least interested of all." 
And later: ''Meteors and oomets are vi tally important to our study of unexplained 
aerial phenomena. They reveal pattems which indicate that they follow precise 
routes year after year and even operate on a vredi ctable timetable. � certainJ.y 
sugp;ests!:!! intelligent plan 2!.. � �·" (.my italics). 

Apart from the question of what Mr Keel means by aotual unidentified flying 
objects as distinct from any other kind one can only wonder at his abysmal ignorance 
of astronomical matters which he claims are of the utmost importance to ufology. 
''What is a meteor anyway?" asks Keel. (Operation Trojan Horse, p 166). 

:Certainly astronomers in the main are not specially concerned with meteors 
which happen to be reported as UFOs, but large numbers of astronomers bu� themselves 
with making meteor observations, estimating frequencies and determining radiants or 
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points in the sky from Which the meteors appear to di ver�;e 0 It is quite false to 
st�te that astrononers have failed to pursue invostifS'ations on lines similar to those 
i�dicated by Keel. (See the Condon Repor·t9 p 683, etc). Hey and Stewart used radar 
methons for studying oeteors as far back as 1945 and a tean at Jodrell Barik was 
operative by 09tober, 1946, in tine for the Giaoobinid shower that month. Since then 
radar astronorr:w has [�one from strength to· strength. . · Incidentally, meteors are not all of the same type and it is the "shower" 
met�ors which are predominantly associated with particular known cometary orbits, 
they can be predicted as showers--but not individ.uall.y-from th� known orbital 
pa_raine t e rs • 

To suggest that comets and their associated meteoroids moVe in preclictable 
orbits because of sone nintelligent plan" is absolute and unmitigated ru"',)bish. They 
requir� _9ivine guidance·no more .than do orbiting ·spao�craft. 

Ag�n, descr�birig a bolide seen at 8.15 p.m. on Monday, April 25 1966, 
Keel remarks that a Dr Nicholson from the Hey-den Planetarium estioated the mass of 
the, associated body as "several hundred pounds" and continues: "However, Dr Fred L .• 
Whipple, director of the Smi thsonian Astrophysical Observatory in Car:ibridge, 
Massachusetts, disagreed with his colleague and announced that 1it must have been lesJ 
than the size of a football·. 1" . 

The impression which K·6el attempts to eive is one of a ·ereat disc:!?9pancy 
and conflict of opinion, but. when one reflects that a football filled wi-th meteoritic 
nickel-iron would weigh over 100 pounds the disagreement,_ cons�deri�g the subject, is 
.�een not have been. necessarily ver,y profound. A 3DO lb sphere of riic�el-iron would 
bnly have. a diameter of about a foot compared with a mean .diameter of some nine or 
ten inches for a football. Since any estimate of the size of the meteoroid c0Uid only 
he..v� be.en. a}?i)r_oximate I should not be surprised if the astronomers did in fact 

· 

quaiify their opinions. accordingly. Certainly professional prudence would dictate 
such a procedure. . .. 

. On the subject of metal spheres John Keel notes (Operation Trojan Horse� 
pp 175�6) that allegedly mysterious objects of this class have been found in . . . 
Australia where, he seys7 "scientists were baffled," Monterrey (Mexico), Conwey 
(Arkansas), the Argentine, Afrioa and France. "Where is all this jUnk .coming �rom?" 
Keel: :ask�, and replies: 11Wby, the an.swer 1s simple� from the same place as the 
st.one: pillars of earlier timese" I rather doubt· this .• 

•. . ! . . ·Keel describes the Arkansas sphere as being made of stainless steel but Dr· 
R. Craig .writing in the Condon Report (Scientific Study of UFOs, p 92) says: ''11etal -
sphe.res. a foot or two in diameter have also been found infields or woods and 
_r,eported as nw.steripus UFOs o� UFO evidence. These hollow spheres aCtlJ.ally are 
target� used to calibrate radar sets. One ·such object, not considerec� a.ri UFO · by the 
finder in this case, but arousing Widespread interest, was found on an'Arkansas �arm 
on 3 Novei!lber 1967. The sphere had been manufactured by the Universal Metal Spinning 
Company of. Albuquerq_ue, N .M. for the Physical Science Laboratory of New :Mexico StC?:te 
University at Las Cruces. · ; . . . 

.. .. . "Th-ese spheres, according to the manufacturer·, ·are made · of a1uminUIE, ( rr:w 
italics), vary in diameter from 3 3/16 inches to 28 inches and .are deployed �rom 
aircraft, balloons and rockets. They are normally dropJed· only in uninhabited 
regions. Sue� spheres; found in Australia, were· mentioned in a UFO context by · 
Edwax_ds (1967)" -- and now by Keel who, once again, gives his rende�s misleacli1;1g 
information. It certainly .seems unlikelY thq.t the Biblical "stone pillars" had the 
same o:rigin as the metal radar calibration spheres. · · 

·To roturn briefly to the subject of "meteors" the example mentioned by·· 
Keel on p 149. of Operation Trojan Horse is extremely instructive in the present 
cont�xt, the J;i·or·e so because it also shows clearly; the perils of imprecise · 
terminolo[!"Y" Tho report which Keel q_uotes goes as follows: "November 21, 1779. A · 
strange met�or was seen in the south, just as the sun went down. _It appear'd like a 
ball of fire and left a long trail of light--someting like the turnings of a 
corkscrew--visible for near an hour." 

This was, of course, a bolide or fireball produced by a sizeable meteoroid 
in its passage through the atmosphere· and the trail would have been a mixture of 
ablation products and, initially at least, ionised gas plus, possibly, condensed 
water vapour such as appears in the trails of high-flying aircraft. 

The trail of the Sikhote-Alin meteorite remained visible for several hours, 
so Keel's sarcastic co�ent � 11A meteor visible for near an hour!" is quite uncalled 
for, especially in view of the fact that aircraft trails are frequently observable 
after such a period of timee At sunset such trails can remain illuminated by the sun 
long after it has disappeared from the sight of an observer at ground level. 

Once again we are bothered by Keel's indiscri�inate use of the wor� 
"meteor" in which he follows the examp:J.e of . the observer reporting in 1779. rf 
"meteor" is restricted tc an object no l,)righter than the brightest planet and if 



1L'UFOB 4 - 60-

phenomena of the kind under consideration are termed. "bol:a�e 11 o� Jlfireball•• >a gob(t' 
deal of confusi on will be eliminated. In this sense Keel w·ould. be <'brrect. $n·- · · 
supposing that a meteor remaining visible for an hour would ·b.e peculiar, to sey tb.�. 
least. An ordinary "shooting star" trail usually lasts a matter of saoqnds or even 
a fraction of a seoond visually though occasionally vory bright one·a may per·sist· a 
little longer. It is up to Keel to utili sa tha terms in a. ·more sensib.l:e maimer. in. 
future, but if he did so his ability to mislead would. then b�, greatly .rad.uoed e..n�� 
this might not suit his purpose. Judging from his othe.r comnents pertaining to the 
subject of meteors, bolidea and meteorites he would, ·h owever, still have .plenty. of 
scope for confusinb his readers. 

Keel seems to be detexmi.ped to do just this for he states categorically 
( ibid p 149) that a ''Meteors don't change direction or angle· of descent." Assuoing 
for the p�)OSe of discussion that he is actually referrine ·to the entry phenoc�na 
of meteoroids large enofigh to produce bright fireballs there i·s absolutely no 
reason why such an object should pursue a perfectly straight course. Even the 
returning Apollo spacecraft "bounce" when they enter the atmosphere an c. this effect 
must be strictlY controlled if a safe landing is to be aohi�ved. 

In1eed photographs of soma known meteorites prior to landing have boon 
taken which show the corkscrew paths pursued by them in the air during descent. 
Anyone who has looked along the flight path of a rolling aeroplane · Vlill have. seen 
the same effect. 

Meteorites are not aerodynamicallY perfect and as a result the var.ying 
pressures on their different surfaces can be sufficient to induce substantial 
departures from a. "straight" trajectory. As is so often the oase Keel' a comments 
ara uninformed and incorrect. 

Up to �is point I have been considering cases with whioh I have had no 
direot connection but to complete this section I shall examine two aspects of our 
subject which I have investigated personally. 

The first of these concerns a well-known British UFO.persanali�, Mr 
Arthur Shuttlewood, who has become a convert to the "new ufolOgy'" and who resides in 
the pleasant town of W a.rminster on the edge of Salisbury Plain, near to the arrrq 
ranges at Imber. 

Warminstar and Arthur Shuttlewood have become f�ous for the extraordinar,y 
amount of UFO activity with which they are associated. G\4llibili ty, wishful 
thinking, belief in the supernatural and sheer ignorance are prima factors in tha 
generation and acceptance of UFO reports. The new ufologists devote much anergy to 
the encouragement of these human failings, whioh oan be seen in operation at almost 
any gathering of UFO enthusiasts, but nowhere bettGr than at Vlarminster where 
contactee, author and journalist Arthur Shuttlewood has clirectod affairs for saveral 
years and has worked up a fine air of Iey'stery and an enormous oollecti on of 
spurious sightings have been generated. The tecbniqua is oru�e but enlightening. 

I can well remember an occasion, for example, when a group .of e��er 
enthusiasts were gathered on Cradle Hill just outsiie the town and a thunderstorm 
was in progress lowdown on· the horizon. Mr Shuttlewood suddenly o.rove off at a fast 
pace chasing after the distant lightning flashes, apparentlY under the delusion that 
they were some form of UFO manifestation. On another evening he made a great attempt 
to convince those present that a rising sta.:t'-Arct\U'Us-appearing over a neighbouring 
hill was a UFO. It was only with considerable c11ffic\ll ty that he was finally CQnvinced 
of the true nature of this ebje�t. At other times be pointed excitedly �o distant 
car headlights, aeroplanes whose anginas oould not be heard and artificial 
satelli tea. 

Great fun was had by all but no UFOs were .seen-sceptics were about and 
thoughtlessly deatr qyed the vibrations. Shuttlewood ' s subsequent �eating with a 
blue-lipped "Aanstrian" as Arthur called him must have bean a traUma.tio experience. 

· 1Jy co-editor ·John Ha.rney and I were a.ctuall3 in the town at the time of 
this extraordinary event but ware unfortunately not amongst those present when the 
spaceman called at the Shuttlewood residence. The presence of critical observers 
at the Warminster shenanigans is, of course, abhorred by the management. For some 

reason John Keel gives Mr Shuttlawood honourable mentiam in Operation Trojan Horse, 
( p 229) although he is at fault in descr-lbine him as editor of the Warminster · 
Journal. 

. 

Keel's remark that Shuttlewood had never heard of Virgil's Aenei d is 
nevertheless not much of a compliment to pay a fellow journalist and oontaote?, but 

despite this handicap I doubt very much that Arthur was i ndebted to any elementals 
for the names of his principal "Aenstria.n" characters, as suggested by Keel. 

I am equally doubtful about the necessity for accepting the presence of 
s.o-called 1'ul traterrestrials" or quasi-human spirit anti ties in the vicinity of 
Salisbur,y Plain to accmunt for the sightings and oontaots there--or. even for the 
strange smells which sometimes pervade the air. There are some much more commonplace 
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explanati ons to hand . 
On a less :?arochi al note one cannot help sus1�e cting that W arminster has 

its counterpart s elsewhere in the worl d, e • t1 •  High Jrid6e , N .J . ,  where conta ctee 
Howard Manger once re si ded, but unfortunate� when eeograpny puts such centre s of 
activity bey ond one ' s  reach hi s conclusi ons must be tent ative . This ap�lie s  in soce 
measure to all localities at which one i s  not present when siGhtings are made ru1d 
means , of course , that many UFO rep >rt s are little· better than hearsqy . 

The ufologi st i s  therefore at the mercy of witnesse s ,  lo cal invo stic;ators 
and Writers whose reliability is all t oo often suspe c·t • .Arthttr Shuttlewood 1 s lat e st 
book � -K ey .!2_ � � � does not exact�' quell one ' s mi sgivings . 

The last item which I shall di scus s in thi s sect i on concerns a case of 
marks on the ground, allegedly of UFO significance , whi ch I inve stigatecl thomou__--;hly 
and found to have a perfectly natural explanation but one whi ch i s  not mentionoct by 
Jacque s Va.llee,  from whom I quote ( P assport to Magoni a ,  pp 35-37 ) : 

"July 16th, 1963 , will l ong be remembered in the annals of Jriti sh ufology . 
Something appeared to have landed in£ farmer Roy Dlanchard' s field at the hlanor Farn, 
Charl t on, vlil t sh�re . • • •  The marks on the ground were first di scove�ed by a farm 
w orker, Reg Alexander .  They overlapped a potat o  field and a barley field .  The marks 
comprised a saucer shaped depression or crater ei&ht feet in di ameter and about 
four inche s in depth. In t he centre of thi s  depressi on was found a three feet deep 
hole vari ously des cribed as from five inches t o · one foot in diameter .  Radiating from 
the central hole were four slot mark s ,  four feet long and one foot wide . " 

Mine detectors behaved strangely and apparently indicated a metallic ob ject 
of some si ze . 

P atri c- Moore , the amateur astronomer, put forw ard the · sugge stion that the 
disturbance had been caused b� a small meteorite , but no such ob je ct or fragment s of 
it w ere found even when a l arge pit was dug in an effort to l ocate the source of the 
anomal6us magnetic readings . 

It was su_�ge sted that a space ship had landed at the spot but no materi al. 
evidence of its pre sence was di scbvered .  I shall not go . int o detail here since I 
understan! that JofiO Harney , principal editor of the ]ulletin, i s  going to cover the 
Charl ton Crater, as it was called, in hi s  serie s  of articles on the "Physi cal Evi dence . i i 

Suffi ce to sa;s t hat I brought to light certainl* fact s  whi ch pointed 
unequivocally to a natural origin for the " crater. " The main clues to the solution 
of the my stery were , firstly , that as the site w as excavated the magneti c  effect s 
graduallY died aw ay ;  secondly , that the ground cont ained a considerable amount ·of 
modular limonite and di sseminat ed grains of magnetit e ,  or magnetic iron ore ; and 
thirdly , that the area had been struck by a severe thunderst orm a short time 
previously , import ant informati on not given by Vallee who says , apropos the Moore 
"mete orite " : "Thus ended the rrw stery as far as the scientmfi c public weee c oncerned, " 
and, on a nu sterious note : "Dut the true fact s  of the matt er, as t hey became known to 
a few scientist s who pursued the matt er further and to the Arrrq Engineers who were 
in charge of the investigati on were alt ogether different , "  and l at er ,  concerning thi s 
and some ncircular" features in Australia and America:  nno I. need t o  remind the 
reader of the celebrated habit of the fairies,  to leave behind them strange rings 
in the fields and prairies?" (My i t alica) . 

My interpretation, after a brief dal li ance with the not i on of subsi dence , 
had nothing whatever t o  do With al leged fairie s  or their ring s ,  celebrated or 
othernise . 

Vallee remarks : 1�he effect of a ver,y strong vertical force i s  often 
noti ced" ( in Charlton-type. case s )  " as evidenced by ea�th and plant s .scattered round 
the sit e , " and "a deep hole ,  a few inches in diamet er, i s  often present at the 
centre . "  · 

I Will merely sa;y that the obvi ous inference from thi s i s  the probability 
that a s� l explosi on has occurred and I will draw the reader' s  attenti on to the 
peculiar Ob ject s  knoWn as . fulgari t e s  Whi ch are found in beach sand after thunderst orms • 
In the case of the Charl tmn "crater" I found it ne ce ssary to di scard all prevlbous 
theories and so must reserve judgement on the Australi an and American ( Ohi o) 
phenomena, but as the re w as no evidence for fai:cy operations at Charl t on I see ne; . 
reason to sup� ose that the so-called "little pe oplef f  w ere active on the other sites 
either. Vallee ' s  supposition i s  quite unfounded but I shall examine t he que stion of 
fairie s  and their rings sm the next secti on .  

--- - --
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Fairi � s, Fairy ili.ngs, Fo lklore , Fatui, Fungi and Fant asy 

Incredibii though 1 t mey se em Val lee pursue s the sub j e ct of fairy rings as if he 
actually believe s that they have a supernatural origin and re6al e s  hi s re�dore with 
informati on like the fol l owing : 

"Another writer, reporting an S candinavi an let_Send.s , · not ed. that elves are 
depi cte d  the re as beings with ove rsi ze he ads , t iny legs and· long arms . They are 
re s� onsible for the bri �ht gre en ci rcl e s , called elf-dans ( or fairy rings ) whi ch one 
se es on the l awns . "  (P assport i£ Mar>on�, pp 37-39 ) .  · · 

Val lee doe s  not , as one w ould expe c·!i him to do as a knowledge able person , 
pour scorn on thi s item of folklore . In stead he . t ake s the op:;_.;ortuni ty t o  ridi cul e 
Erasrous Darwin ( grandfather of Charl e s  :1arvlin ) , • Rati onali sm, " scholars" and moclern 
physi ca l 

. He SC\Y'S : "It i s  az:nusing t o  note that at tem-pt s  have beon made , in the 
early d�s of Rati onali sm, t o  ex� lain fairy rinbs as ele ctri cal phenomena, a 
consequence of atmo sphe rx:i. o . effect s , " and " according t o  Erasmus Darwin s ' There i s  a 
phenomenon , sup;)o sec.: to be el ectri c ,  whi ch i s  not yet account ed· for ;  I me�n the fai ry  
rings , as they are called, so of-ten seen . on the cras s o ' " Darwin di scusse:-1� the matt er 
further but- Val lee sarcasti cal ly comment s :  "The fornul ati on of this ide a  in terms of 
modern l)lasma phy si cs will no doubt soon b e  provided by eager s chol ars . They w culcl 
do wel l , how� er, t o  note the di ame t er of the cylinder menti one� by t he elder Da�Nin , 
' tw o  t o  ten- y ards 1 -the diameter of the average s aucer � "  Woul d they indeed I . 

\'/hen one conwi ders t hat Vallee has the advant age of nearly two hu.ndre:i 
years of sci entific prQ�re s s  he doe s  not ap�ear to me to have enhanc ed his reputati on 
as a s ci enti st by hi s att ck on D arw in sehi or. 

It seems that Vallee i s  unaw are of the origin o f  the rings on the erass or 
if he i s  aw are he carele sslY ke eps hi s re aders in ignorance of the truth, for ,he 
nowhere menti ons the fact t hat "fairy rings " are cause d . by the radi al growth of 
fungal �oelium in the ground, the corre ct ·explanat i on .  

I am intere st e:i t o  kn ow  what . statisti cs he usecl in com-puting t he di amet er 
of the " average " flying saucer. Two t o  ten y ards i s  surely rather an i mpreci se· 
e stimate of an average anything although the mean of t he se figures i s  inte re stingly 
very near t o  the average di amet er of t he fungal rings whi ch I measure cl in the fields 
thi s S1.l!IliD5r and autumn . I was unfortunat ely not privil eged to measure the di amet ers 
of any flying saucers .  

V arious spe ci e s  o f  ground fungus give ri s e  t o  s o-cal led "fairy rings" , 
including the foll owing : 

Agari cus camp e stri s - the fie l d  mushroom, or corrm on wild mushro om .  
Mara.smius oread.es - the F ai ry  :iling Chaopignon .  
Tri chol oma gambosum -- the S t  George 1 s  mushro om .  
Trioholoma personatum -- the Dl ewit s , o r  Blue Legs , 

all of which have e <lible fruit bodies . 
· 

The Horse Mushro om, ag a.ri cus arvensi s � i s  al so edible ancl it s white cap 
mey have a diamet er equal to that of a dinne r  p lat e . In S outh Ameri ca mushro oms cey 
w ell exceed the Brit i sh spe cie s  in si ze , so there i s  no reason . t o  suvpose that there 

was anything unnatural about the Ne coche a, hrgentina , example s  ment ione d  by Vallee 
in a UFO context on p 38 of · P as sport t o  Magoni a .  

There i s  nothing paranormal-ah out mushrooms an d  the one s I pi cke d and at e 
cturing the deytica w e re very re al and very t asty-and. were unatt ende d by any dancing 
fairi e s  garbe d in green or . red apparel or garment s  of any othe r colour for. that 
matter . There were no fairie s to be seen at night , e ither ,  although the re w ere plenty 
of creature s ab out including ow ls , bat s ,  foxe s ,. · badgers , he dgehogs and rabbi t s . 

So much ,  then , for "fai :cy rings "  and, as the rings have · a pe rfectly natural 
origin , so much for the sup·�)o sed element al s who are sai d  t o const ruct them . 

There are a good many pos·sible exp lanations for y ams about allege d quasi­
human beings and Jobn K eel gives us a clu8 to one of them When he · Writ e s , apropos the 
s o-cal led "little _ pe opl e " : ' 'i e  call them element ala, too . In st o:cy afte r st ory , the 
witne sses encoUntered them near sw amps , la�e s and rivers , (my it al i cs) often 
carrying out the same acti ons so oft en report ed by UFO W itnes se s . Flying light s  and 
spheres w ere said to accompany fai ries and . little people . "  

Igne s fatuit or w i ll o '  the Wisp s  without a doubt . In tim e s  past when fens 
and bogland had not been extensively drained the combust i on of e scaping gas e s from 
rotting veget ati on w as a far more common s�e ctacle than it is now aday s . I have only 
seen igni s fatuus a few times but I can vouch for the eerin e ss of the phenomenon . It 
is not hard to envihsag e the effe ct it would have on an ignorant and/ or sup erstitious 
witne ss . 

The spont aneous infl ammabi lity mqy be due to the pre senc e  of hydrogen 
phosphide , P2 HLl. , although atmo spheri c  e le ctr1. ci ty ma:y initi ate burning . The col our 
i s  pale yellow 6r pale blue , rather like the colours of a buns en burner flame , and 
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the appearance is of gently osci llating lights and slowly moving luminous globe s .  It 
has been suggested that there m� be some phosyhore s cent effect present . 

Mr Keel i s  certainly quite right to draw attenti on to such a matte� and to 
the similarity between certain UFO sightings and some event s which have been ascribed 
to alleged supernatural phenomena,  e .g .  activities o-t so-called "elamentals " ,  visions 
of religious figures and so forth . The trouble is that he i s  like a golfer who shuts 
ht s eye s when playing a stroke . He doesn ' t  get what he i s  l ooking at , figuratively 
speaking , in perspective . The golfer misses the b al l . Keel mi sses the �oint . 

The fact i s  not that some UFOs are supernatural manifestations but that 
sona UFOs � some allegedly supernatural manife st ations have a common ori5in in 
misldentifiea natural or artificial phenomena or actiV'i ties , or even in hallucinations,  
optical defe cts ,  et c .  

Keel ' s logi c is faulty and, indofar a s  Vallee follow s  him i n  conoludi� 
that UFO s are supernatural , para thi s, that or the othe r, et� . , so i s  hi s logic too .  
Nei th�r draw s the correct conclusi ons from the evidence . 

Other Supernatural Entities 

It is tasy enough to drivel on about supernatural entities when nothing much i s  
forfei� but supJOSe that Keel and Vallee were injured in -a oar crash an d  the 
insuran\9 company refused to pey damage s on the grounds that the other driver had 
been di etracted by a fai ry or molested by an element al . I dares� there would be a 
few ripe comment s to be he ard fr om our disgruntled new ufol ogi st s l  lil ould they 
believe a railwayman if he claimed that a sprite had interfered with the controls 
and cause\ a major rail disaster? I sincerely hope not . 

Yet they ap�arently expect their readers to accept equally far-fetched 
rubbi sh w!nn pre sented in a UFO con text . 

Jonside the account given by Vallee in chapter 3 of Passport t o  Magoni a, 
"The Secre; Commonwealth" , ( p 63 } :- -

1In the earlY 17th centur.1 , the cathedral of �imper-Corentin, Franoe , 
had on it s t:"Vof a pyramid covered with lead. On February 1 , 1620, between 7 p.m. 
and 8 p .m. , "4:tunder fell on that pyramid and it caught fire , exploded, and fell 
down wit h a s1upend.ous noi se . People rushed to the cathedral from all part s of the 
town and saw t in the midst of the lightning and smoke , a demon, of a green colour, 
With a long green tail , doing hi s best t o  keep the fire going . "  

ilhat i s  Vallee ' s purpose in regaling hi s  long-suffering readers with thi s 
item of nonsense? Surely he must be aw are of the flame test in elementar.Y chemi stry 
and o! the green eol -our imparte d  to the flame by cop:_.;er, an element conmonly used in 
the. roof construction of impo·rtant medieval buildings and often present as an 
impurity in lead? 

But he doe s not care to give us the benefit of hi s scientifi c wisdom and 
tells us inste ad that the a.uthori ties quelled the "demon" by throwing on the fire 
a quantity of � Dei, close to 150 bucket s. of w ater, forty or fifty cartloads of 
manure , a consecrated host placed inside a loaf of bread, and finally s oma ble ssed 
water mixed with milk gi van by a nurse of above reproach conduct 1 Vi ve � sp}rt I 

Surely even Vallee must have had a good l augh over thi s  one-[I hope but 
the context is obviously not intended to be humorous . He w ant s  us to believe in the 
"Secret C ommonwealth" and tries t o  bludgeon us int o submis sion with a wea:eying 
successi on of such awesome yams . Thi s i s  an old trick of authors who are attempting 
to bol ster up a weak oase and it doe s not .endear me t o  the new ufologi sts .  The effort s 
of Keel and Vallee t o  make us believe in hobgoblins and hoous-pocus should make us 
doubly war.y of the copi ous reports of alleged supernatural entitie s and manifestati ons 
handed down from the past . 

It i s ,  after all ,  not so long sinee people believed in the quasi-human nature 
of mermaids and sirens which, though based on reality , are now known to have a 
perfectly natural eXp lanation .  

Some of the little people mentioned by Keel and Vallee m� have their 
origin in a genuine sub-species of homo sapiens, though thi s doe s  not seem ver,y 
likely . For in hi s book Fossil Man, M .H .D� remarks & "Quite suddenly the 
Neanderthalers vanished from the scene . How and wby they became extinct i s  still 
something of a � ster,y but they could have been Wiped out by the invasion of more 
advanced men, or assimilated into the evolving population of moder.nman, or they m� 
even have given rise to modern man . It i s  not impossible that all three processes 
took plaoe to p�oduce the same re sult . "  (p 131) 

Then , in hi s consideration of the Cro�agnan race , who also lived during 
the Upper Plei stocene, Day says ; ·�he origin of the se people i s  1n some doubt 
beoau�e of the scarcity of the remains of their possible ancest ors, for ex�ple 
Swans combe or Steinheim . Similarly the relation of �he se peopl e to the Neanderthalers 
is unknown, however at least some of the Cr�agnon peop�e were contemporaneous 
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with the lat ar · Neanderthalers . It m� · be that Cro-M��om man Gi splaced, . or over-r&n 
and inter-bred with, the last of the Ne anderthale:rs at the · cl o se of the las·t 
gl aci ati on and the refore the modern s api ent st ock emerge d as the final pro C.uct of 
homini d evolution . "  ( p 13,3) · · · . 

· · · · · : . · 
· · · The succes so rs .of Cro-Magnon :man bel ong · t o  the cultural phase knc-v.rn r..s the 

Naolithi c. Period. B,y thi s t ime , ab out 8 , ooo years D .r .  ( before the pre sent ) , t�o 
climate ,  as well as the p lants and animal s w ere much · as they are t oday . Me:nes the 
first king of the first nynasty in Egypt lived avo:t� 5 , 000 y e ars ago · and · civilJsatlon 
w as by then well l aunched .  

· · 

Both Ne anderthal man and C ro-M��on man had b rain capaci tie·s at l o .s st as 
l arge as ours, but whereas C ro-Magnon w as t al l  and p oss es sed a good chin and hii· ··h 
forehe ad, Homo s apiens nea.nderthalensis h ad pronounce d  b row ri dge s ,  a low fore�l -: c-,. ':. , 
a re ceding c:hin and short stature-in brief w as rather bestial looking, a1 tho·ugh J��:h.r- r0 
i s  evi dence that some l ater Neanderthalers pos se ssed moro modern�l ooking faces . 

Whether any pocket s  of Neanderthal stock coul i have survive d  until 
com�arativelY recant ti�es and given ri se to some of the l egends of cert ain type s 
of h ai ry  dw arfs i s  a moot point . On bal ance the likelihood s e  orris extremely remote 
but i� i s possib le t hat pygmies , at least , w ere once consi derably . more wide sl_)read 
than now . Although N ee.nderthalers and Cro-Ma:�nons live d in cave s they · had both 
learned how t o - make tools and fire and had evolve d a rituali sti c manner of burying 
their de ad . They w ere � -of course, by no me an s  ethere al being s . ( S e e  P as sport .!2. 
Magoni a., pp 72�3 etc . ) · 

At all event s such considerati ons do not sup�ort a belief in the · exi stence 
of ephemeral quasi-human beings aa . repe at e dly SU6ge sted by the new ufol ogi sts . N or 
doeu arohaeolori cal or palaeontologi cal evidence give the slight est enc ouragement 
to the view currently in vogue in some ufol ogi eal circle s and. hinte d  at by Keel and 
Val lea that our forebears were spacemen who arrive d an earth a few thousand ye ars 
ag o . 

There i s ,  as one ' might expe ct , a considerable confusi on ab out the 
attribut e s  of the s o-oall�d t t;:t.itt le peopl e "-elves ,  fafardet s , fenl anders , fai ri es , 
et c .--and their aeri al e quival ent s and it i s  likely that a nu�ber of different 
explanati ons are involved . 

I have al ready indi cated that igne s f-at·ui we·re conne ct ed with sone 
sightings but thi s doe·s not so lve the problem of the bl aok ,  hairy creature s . If 
however one consi ders . the .descripti ons given . by K eel in thi s  o ont.ext · a definite 
pi c-ture begins to emerge . · .  

· 

First of all the creatures are dark in col our, are hair.y and have hands 
termmating in t alons , i . e .  claws. They have " old" faces and "hollow eye s ,  small 
and bright like burning coal s . " Their voi ce s  are low "as if broken with age , "  i . e .  
thin and. piping . ( P assport .!£· �ag"oni a, p 67 ) ·Al so , "They . speak very little . lilhen 
they do so , when they t alk among themselves , their l anguage is a kind of' whistling 
sound . " ( ibid, p 65) In add.i ti on a  "They live inside the e arth it?- <;)ave s ,  whi ch they 
can re ach through any crevi ce or opening through whi ch air passe s . "  In other· w-ords 
they_ -are , in fact , small animals .  · 

"Their 9hamelo on-like bodi e s  al low them to swim throtlfjh t he air with all 
their ·househol.d . " i . e .  they can merce With t heir background and fly· through the air .  
i • e o  ·they have wings . · ·  

�hat , then , i s  small ,  furr,y , dark , - lives · in caves ,  fli es , s que aks an d  has · . 
littl � , deeP-set , bright .eye s and l ong claW s ?  

There are n o  pri·zes fo r the corre ct� answer to t hi s  oon'lmdrum--a BAT ! S o  
here w e  have · another natural contribut or to the "entity " stakes �  Owl s ,  too , must 
surely t �e their place in the eerie squad . · 

All in all it i s  re asonable t o  conclude that there i s  no sh ort_age of 
rati onal natural exp lanati ons for the- mys teri ous manife st at i ons and amazi�� 
appa.ri ti on s  accorded such awes ome attention by the new ufologi st s .  · · 

.krohaeology., Ancient "Sightings" anc1 Jlihe ETH 

I have alreaqy con sidered some matt ers whi ch have a bearing on the p ast in a 
ufologi cal context but feel that some additi onal treatment i s  required on account of 
the pe culi ar w� the new ufologi sts have of quoting , in a most uncriti cal manner, 
items whi ch seem t o  support the Extr aterre stri al �pothe si s ,  or ETH , but of then 
failing t o  draw the obvi ous conclusi on and of c1enj;ing the ETH in favour of the 
hypothe si s of supernatural entit i e s  as the causative agencie s  for unexpl ained UFO 
phenomena . . . 

Vallee , for in stance , on page 2 of P as sport to Magoni a ,  get � off- t o  a 
qui ck start in thi s re spe ct when he di s cus ses a peculi ar design on a Mgy a P alenque 
s�rcopha.gus , ·whi ch : " appears t o  show a man at the controls of en intricat e  _pie ce of 
machinery . "  Val le e s ey s : "The only ob ject w e  know t oday clo sely re sembling the 
Meya· de sign fs · .the space capsul e , " and quote s  K a zant sev ' a sugge st i on that : "the 
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M eyans had actuai J.Y 'b een in c"ontact With visit ors' from a supe'ri or civili.sati on­
vi si tors yJho U;Sed . .  spaceships ,  1 1 "Without ··the slighte st hint 0� 9r� t�ci sm.  

� He then. pr oceeds to di s cuss .�ome nnci.ent 7 circa. 6 7 0CO B .f . , Japanese 
statue s  arid remarks : "The re sembl a."'l.ce of the D ogu costurqe to a pre.ssure suit of thP 
type used by divers and astronauts is  the relevan t factor here . · r·t has l'ed s.ome 
student s of the Jomon _Era t o  spe cul ate that the statue s  might indi cate the di s.t u:t 

. I!lemory of vi si t ors from space . The he·a.dge n.r with i t s  fil ter7 the large gog,_:�les , the 
necks with w,ide co llars, , and the one...:piece suit s cert ainlY. . bear e; clo se reseti!::>lanco 
to modern space gear . " · . 

Vallee ' s  corrment on the se things seems to. me t o . be b oth i rrelev?llt and 
illogical , for· he says : ' �.Alt ogether the Far E ast i s  ,a r?- ch soi.u-ce ·of repor� s . of 
supernatural b eing� and cele st i al signs,  as w e  shall now see . " 

l.3ut w e  9-o not "now se E?"  and it i s  far from apparent t o  thi s · ��log�st why 
" supe·rnatural beings " should find it ne ce ssary to make use· of · modern-lo oking space 
suits . · 

Cert ainly nothin3 whi ch follow s  throw s much light on the matt er, · for the 
n�xt mentioned Japanes? !eported sighting , apart f�om a fairly·. obvious bolide in 
O c� ober, 1 18o AD , _ i s  dated September ·24 , 1 235 iw , so�e 5 500 years l�ter and 
concerns a vague repor·t of "Iey"steri o�s sources of 1� h·t �w hi ch) w.ere_ se en t o  swing 

. and circle in the southvy e st ,  rJoving in l oops un-:til 'the e arly _morni_ng . " On·e i s  
:tempted t o . sey "igne s fatui " an d  a t  al l event s the · explanation advanced a t  the time 
made no �enti on _of superna�ural beings or cele st�al �igns : but l ai d  the bl ame . on the 
at4losphere . · . In anoth.er consideration of. ancient times John Ke'el remarks that : "Fireballs 

. and thunderbolt s  from
. 
the angr,y. skies apparently ' wre ake d a l ot' of hayoc in " Tiibli cal 

. t ime s � "· and : "Some s chol arly sci enti sts have SU6r;ested that the se ��counts· sound 
.. . · suspi ciously like at 6r;rii_c explosions , ,  • • • • • o in an arti cle in Moscow'' s L1�!"aturnc,ya 

. · G azet a in ' 19 59 , Professor Agrest offer.ed the startling the ory t�at anci �nt Daalbek 
· w as the C ape. Ke;nne'c\Y. �f' it s q.ey , serving as , a launc�ng platform f'or spaceships from 

· . another· ·C?iviii s.ati'on o  Hi s • proof '  yon si sted· of the tekt i tes and fused cry $.tal s 
found there . . · 

"$uch �ubstancas are t he by products · of atoOu. c (:'Xplosi,�ns , "  _corrmen� s Keel . 
What i s  }\eel ' s purpose in r?t ailing l'rof • .Agrest r s far-fetched . sph culation ?  

.At b�st it  i s  sensat i onali st padding an d  i n  arzy- qase K e e l  t, s  quite: w rong _ in �eying 
tha� tektit e s  are· _the qy pt-od.ucts of at omi c explo si ons . Radio active dating of 

,tektite s  shows �hem to have' �os �anging b�tw e en 30o , ooo· and 3o, opo; ooo year s . � . 
( G e9chim et C osmoQhim 4cta, 1960 , · 1Q, pp 101-114 ) ,  scarcely comp�t�ble With the le ss 

. than �, 000 . years of the D_aalbek platform Whi ch :forms the pase of � �he �em�le of 
Jupite� Hel�opolitanns , built by th� Rom�s betw�en �he . first and' third centuries AD • 

. As for the "fireballs and. t�ni�qerbol t s " , sucli things have caused' damage in 
· other th� Bibli cal �ime s ,  as witness the case of the · gatliedral of Quimper ·c orentin 

whi ch � fue�tioned earlier . The met al lightning · oond�ct or w �s not invente d  until the 
middle of the eighteenth oentur,y ' and p�i or t o  th� s �any ' bell-�ngers w e re kil led as 
a result of stri�e � on c4urch tow e rs .  L�rge numqe�s of animals and even human · beings 
are kiliea by ,J.ightni�g ann'll:ally p�t mo st strik�s on land go to unprote ct e d  bui ldings , 
t rees., fences arid the ground it self . . .Accor�ng to Lane, ( The Element s _ Rage ; _ p 97. ) there a:r;e , �hroughout the 
world, an e�timat e� �6,.ooO, QOO th,mdf? rst orms �er annum, and ·at arry give11: mc:ment 
about 1 7 800 are taking ·pl ace . No doubt the tot al was similar in 13ibli ca],. time s . T o  
the a.ncien� s ,  l:i:ghtni�� · .was sbmethine supernatural · ariQ. hence . strikes w ere . the� : · . · 
regarded With ·� good deal more aWe than they are today • . 

' . 
. 

Vi sions 
The next items which � shall conside r  in thi s assessment of the 'new ' ufol ogy and 
which receive · spe ci al att ention in books by Keel and Val lee cqme ·under the heading 

. of vi si ons , i . e . · hal lucinato:ry . experience s ,  in part at l ea st . - · · 

The Fatima · · "mirac;Le 1 1 , ( OJ?era·ti on Trojall Horse,, pp 256-264 ,. .,,� major 
miracl� " ,  a;nd .Anatorru of !!. Phenomen� PP. 148-151 7 "�a-�ima :  the mfrac�lous UFO")  
concerns the allege d experience s  of three young children in Portugal during t he First 
'i/orld W ar , or G reat Vlar, over 50 years ago now •. Vallee . quote s Ant onio Ribe ra on the 

. sub je ct as foll ow s :  "These children 1 s sightings would · t odey be · inolude_d a.rnong the 
contact claims , " whils� K eel , who gives a more complete and f�some : account _pa�ded 
out with . much corrment of var,yiJ1t worth, remarks : "Fatima w as • • •  obviously a _carefully 
pl anned .. and deliberately exe·cute d  demonstration, " for whi ch statement � can find 
ab solutely no justifi catibn ,  bu-t he al so write s �  "The Lady who has been so glorified 
by the religi oni st s may merely be a vari ati_on of Aura Rhanes , " whi ch seems to be a 
bit nearer the mark and agrees more or less with Ribera ' s  assessment . 

What appears to have hap�ened ,  be aring in mind the untrustw orthine ss of t he 
new ufologi st s and the que stionable integri ty of t he report s made at t he  time , is- that 
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sevel'al illi terata and im�)ressionabl e  y oung pe asant chil dren , sooe o£ whom li:ad 
lively imaginations and were prone to " see things" observe d, or thought they 
observed, some pe culiar opti oal phenomena whioh they interpret ed for themselves 
ff,D.d./or With assi stance from other people as having a supernatural religi ous nature . 
1'he girl called Luoi a Ababora seems to have- been th� ringla,ader and in. t he lat er 
al leged experiences at l east was the elde st of t he three ohil dren than involved, 
whose age s were 10, 9 and 7 .  It is notew orthy that the chil dren 1 s st orie s did not 
alw ays t ally with eaoh othe r or with the te stimony of other pe ople who were pre sent . 
For instance on June 13 , l917 a "One of the witnesse s , a Woman named Maroi a Ca.rri era., 
testified that she saw nothi� when the chil dren surl�enly ldlelt and began t alking 
t o  an unseen entity . !  

Again : "On July 13th 1917 a much l arger orov�d gathered as the three 
ohil dren . _knelt and addressed the entity whi oh only they coul d  �' " (ey itali cs ) 
but in fact , "they never real zy saw al'zy'thing but a luminous ficure . No hair or 
features were . apparen�ly vi sible . "  ( Operati on Trojan Horse, p 259 ) . 

On September 13 the Rev . Dr. Manuel Nunes Fromigao , canon af the oathedral 
at Li sb on and Profes sor at the Semina:cy at Sant a.rem, was among th.ose ·present . "He. · 
later wrot e that he noti oed a peouliar dimming of the sun in the cl oudless sky ns 
the ehild.ren w ant int o their =e'Qau trance , but he failed to see the luminous �lobe· 
reporte d by tha'"Ot�witness e a . "  ( my  it ali cs )  

- -
. 

> 

. Keel oontinue s : '�p to thi s time the Lady had not identified hereelf in 
any manner . She had been seen � ]22. the throe chil dren and her voi oe had been 
heard ,& just Luoia � J�to . 11  ( my  rt'a'lios) 

· . - ­

On Cot ober 13 an estimated 70, 000 people gathered at th� Cova da Iri a 
''in anti cipati on of the promi se d miracle . " 

· 

"The thre e ohild.ren ga.there rl w ith their parent s in front of the li ttla 
t re e  and waited. Shortly after n oon , Luci a gasped, and her uprai�ad faoe flushed as 
she entered a �apturous tranoe • . The Laqy had arrived, even though the orow d  saw 
nothin�. " (ti\Y'. it ali cs ) - - -

So it all boi l s  down t o  thi s ,  as one might have SUSl>eoteda- the girl Luci a, 
who was evidently rather o�d, �laimed to see and hear peouliar things and influenced 
her tw o friends with varyif?.g succe ss to b ack he r up . Th.a seven-ye ar-ol cl wa.s 
evident ly the mora amenable to SUt�gastion, whi ch i s  not ,surprising . S o  far the 
whole rigmarole was much as usual but t hen, according to P rofes sor Al a.meid.a 
G arrett, a scientist whoa� di scipline i s  not menti oned by K�el or Va.l lee s "It was 
raining hard and the rain tri ckled down every on(? 1 s clothes .  Suddenly the sun shone 
through the dens e  cloud which covered it , eve�bo� l ooked in it s  dire ct ion . It 
looked like a di s o  of very definite conto.ur. "  ( It would. )  "It w as not dazzling . I 
don ' t thlJlk it could b e  oomp ared to a dull ,  silver d.iso, as someone sai d  later at 
Fatima . N o .  It rather possessed a olear, changing brightness, whioh one could 
comvare t o  a pearl . It l ooke d like a poli shed wheel . Thi s i s  not .1Joetzi . My ayes · 
have Sf;Jen it . Thi s clear-shaped di s c  sudrlenly began turning . It rotat e d  with . 
increasing speed. Suddenly , the orowd began crying with angui sh .  The suri, revolving 
all the time ,  began falline toward the earth . " . 

Needless t o  SaN the sun did not fal l tow ard the earth and did JlOt revolve, 
although the motion of the cloud and the exercise of l oo�ng up mqy have· given 
that imr)ression . Then t here are the oonflioting descriptions, "like a pe arl" and 
"like a polished wheel . t' Clearly the acooun·ts must not be taket:l too literal ly .  

So i t  tums out simp� that a. l arge orowd turned up expecting t o  see 
something strange-and saw the Slm . 

· ·  

C onfirmati on of this � s  given by the rei)ort s that the same ob.jeot was 
seen at distance s  of 11 arid 25 miles ( 18 and 40 km) from ratima . It is scarcely 
credib le that any lo cal supernatural Vision · at .Fatima QO\Ud )la.\!'e b.e.en seen by an 
ob serve r 25 mile s  aw a::� on an overcast day . on the other hand 1 t i s  quit e  l,)O ssible 
that an improvement in the ·weather could have affected an observati on of the sun 
at such a distance . 

S o  the alleged miraole w as probably nothing more than the sun be coming 
vi sible through thinning ol oud plus a la"':g.e amount of ·wi shful thinking, as a re sult 
of which an official "mir acle " was procJ..aimecl and Fatima became a place of 
pilgrimage for the faithful . As they say hereabout s :  "There ' s  nowt so queer as folk . n • 
Muoh ad.o about nothing , in fact . The miraculous cure s  whi ch t ook pl ace were 
-presuoably in the naturo of "faith heaJ.ing , " a sort of super Cou.P effect , one 
might · say . 

It i s  intere sting t o  learn thaJii the alleged entity , the so-oalled "Lady 
of the Rosary , " t o ok the op 11ortuni ty to admoni sh erring humanity on the error of 
its weys . A similar morali sing note i s  struck by many UFO oontactee s and "anti ties" 
and thi s  has an important bearing on the ps.yohol ogi cal aspeot of cont act oases, 
pointing to an explanation in terms of w i sh fulfilment and mental aberration . 



• 

• 

67 - MUFO:i3 4 

As. the other visionary i terns mentioned by Keel 1 at G arab an :1al 1  Hee-::1..e ancl 
Lourdes, seem to have marked similarities to the Fatima affair there is  little 
point in considering them except to say that they reinforce the conclusion -that 
there i s  an obvious parallel between such hap:�erdngs and many of the UFO contact 
sti>ries . They are an intere sting part,. bu·t only a part, of the UFO scene . 

As for the lack of phot ographs of t he Fatima object whi ch so exercises 
John Keel it should be unnecessary to  point out that a cameTa, set presumably for 
ordinary exposures on a dull day , w ould h·a·rcUy be expected to provide much of a 
result if pointed directly at the sun . Keel ' s fa;ntasies about rrwsteri ous persons. 
going round confiscating all pictures and secreting them away in some inaccessible 
repository are quite ludicrous and his conclusion that Fatima was "obviously a 
carefully planned and deliberately executed demonstra·tion" by the "ul traterrestrials" 
i s  quite unwarranted. 

More Contact Cases 

The new ufol ogists concern themselves greatly with reports of alleged meetings 
between human beings and quasi-human entities which seem to vary fro� pe��li ar 
light s on the one hand to quite substantial persons indistinguishable physically 
from human beings on the other ;  Aura Rhanes for exampl� .  

In between these extremes there i s  a whole range of creatures of 
esseU&ially human form but possessed of some unusual attribute or other ; the 
alleged extraterrestrial woman, recipient of Villas Doas ' nocturnal emi�sion, for 
instance � (Passport to  M�Dnia, pp 113-116) 

�he Villas �oas oase, whi ch I shall consider first , i s  remarkable in many 
ways, not the least of which i s  the failure of the brothers to investigate the 
strange light which they allegedly saw in their corrql at .about 11 .00 p .m.  on 
O.ctober 5th9 1957 . Furthermore Antonio ' s  versions of events given at different 
interview s  llid not alweys tally on important details .  

· 

Another odd feature of the case is the reported refusal of the space 
female to have intercourse a th�rd tim� with Antonio despite his stated: keenness to 
perform. As· her intention was to copulate for the purpose of procrea·l;ion rather 
than for mere pleasure this cqyness i s. hard t o  understand since by it she denied 
herself the maximum intake of seminal· fluid. 

Indeed the whole performance i:s . was ill-suited t o  the purpose in hand. 
It would have been eminently more sensible for these superior entities to have 
secured a specimen of Doas ' abundant semen for subsequent artifi cial insemination .  
In agriculture such a practice i s  preferred because by its means a good bull can 
be made to sire vastly more offsprlng than by no1�al copulation ,- though the method 
i s  more difficult in the case of human beings .  In poiut of fact such stories. of 
fruitful sexual intercourse between human beings and extra- or 'ultra-terrestrials 
are biological nonsense . . 

Y arns of women being impregnated by elementals, spacemen or a deit,y, for 
instance, are just not to be taken seriously . 

If human females  become pregnant. it i s  through fertilisation by human 
sperm and not by cohabiting with non-human males . If some artificial equivalent to 
sperm were ever to be discovered s�Ual intercourse would no longer be necessar,y--
perish the tho��ht l 

· 
To u.ry rpind the· reported "anti ties" in such yarns are as real and tl:;le 

goings on as credible as those enco'l,lntered in "A Midsummer Night ' s  Dream . " That 
persons with any nous should bother us with such pathetic nonsense in this day and 
age is  an unflattering reflecti on on their anticipated audienco . 

A typical example of a cont act episode without intimat·a personal 
intercourse of any kind i s  montlhoned on page 75  of Operation Trojan Horse .  It 
concerns an allegedly mysterious UFO type landing whi ch occur�ed near Alencon, 
France , at 5 .a .m. on June 1 2, 1790 . The witnesses, a group of Frepoh peasants,  
described how " an enormous globe had appeared that morning, moving with a rocking 
motion, and that it crashed L11.to the · top of a hill, uprooting the vegetation . '' What 
the vegetat�on was or how much was uprooted is  not discl osed i� the account, which 
continue s :  "Heat from the ob ject started grass fires and the peasants rushed· to put 
them out before they spreado The huge globe was warm to  the touch. 

"As the crowd gathered round the mysterious ob je ct ,  a s ort of door 
opened, and there came out a person JE� }}ke E�' but dressed ·in a strange manner, 
in clothes adhering corrrJ_)letely to the body, and seeing thi s  crowd of people, this 
person murmured something incomprehensible and ran into the wood. " ( my  itali cs) 

A few momen·t s later the ob ject "exploded silently and nothing was left 
but a fine powder. "  

What a lo·t of "hot air'' ab out a crashed balloon and its unfortunate pilot ! 
An intrepid balloonist , bathed in perspiration through close proximity to his 
braz!er, might well have takGn to hi s heels on being confronted with a gang of 
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peasant s .  And one could hazard a gue s s  at the "inoooprehen sible " w ords whi ch he 
"outtered" l 

To round off� thi s se cti on I shal l di scus s a type of enti�y With whi ch 
no personal contact i s  po s sible and menti oned by K eel on page 73 of 0£erati on T rojan 
Horse . Concerning the Booi: of :aevel ation ha wri te s :  "In chapte r  10, John c1..e cla.re s ,  
' and I saw another oight,y angel come down froo heaven clothed with a cloud ; and a 
rainbow w as on hi s head, and hi s . face Was as it were the sun, and hi s feot as 
pillars of fi :re . t t' ( nzy- it ali cs) 

Thi s i s ,  I propose , a de scription of a bright b olide accompanied by 
fragment ation effect s and i s  intere sting for - it s use of the w ord " a.n6el . "  It seems 
that thi � term i s  open to several interpret ati ons and that Keel ( ibi d, p 7 2) i s  
no� quite co rrect When he Sey'S I "Incleed the angel s ' soem t o  have b�en manlike , though 
gifted with extraordinary powers . "  S ome were and sooe w e ren ' t ,  dependitlt:-:; on the 
circumstance s ,  apparently ,  thoUGh the faoous Kaaba Stone w orshipped at Mecca by the 
followers of the P rophet i s  probably a large oete ori te . 

P ort rait of a New Uf olo0i st 

At thi s juncture I feel that is relevant to stu� some of tha .personal . i.nforoation 
divulge d · by author, contactee , amateur oagi ci an and new ufologi st John Keel in 
orde r to gain soma i coa of the sort nf person with whom we are dealing , as thi s has 
a be aring on the seri ousne ss with whi ch hi s p ronounceoent s  oust be taken . S o  far I 
have · formed a very poor imt;ression indeecl .  . • 

On page Z7 2 of Operati on Troj� Horse Keel say s : "Vli thin a year afto.r I 
had l aun che d � full-time UFO inve stibating effort in 19 66, the phenomenon had 
zeroert in on me ju st as it had done with the ::3ri t i sh new spaper e di t or Arthur ' 
Shuttlew ood and so many others . "  

Not a very promi sing beginning . "lJy telephone ran amok fir st , with 
� steri ous strangers calling day and night · t o  deliver my ste�ous me ssage s  ' fr om 
the space peo-ple . r n · 

S ooeone , I suggest , w as up t o  a b i t  of hanky-panky at Kee� 1 s axpanse e 
"Than I was catapulted into the dreamlike fanta sy  w o rld of demonology . I 

kept rende zvous w ith black cadi l la.cs on Lonts I sl an d., ancl when I tried t o  pursue 
theo, they w ould dis a.p1Jea r  impo ssibly on de ad end roads · • • • •  Luminous aeri al ob ject s  
seeme1 t o  follow ma around l ike faithful dogs • • • •  an d  soma o f  mf olosest friends in 
New Y ork • • • •  began to report strange experience s of thei r own--poltergei sts 
erupted in tho�r ap artment s ,  ugly smells of hy drogen sulphide haunte d  then . "  (n o  
conment . - A .vl .S . ) 

''One girl of my acquaintance suffere d an inexpli cabl e tw o-hour mental 
blackout while she w as si ttiilg under a hai r dryer alone in her apartment . "  ( She 
w ent to sle ep . - A .VI .S . ) 

On page 274 the commentary continues :  uThrough the se silent cont act e e s  
( pe ople who�a st ori e s  have never b e en published) I actual ly entered into 
communi cat i on with the entities themselve s .  When a UFO w ould vi sit a contactee , he 
or she would call me imnedi ately and I w ould actual lY converse with the entity by 
tela�hone , some tioes for hour s . "  

Keel ' s silence · ab out t he sub je ct-matter of these l ong-w inded conversations 
is highly intrl�g . He claims to have kept "note s ,  t ape·s and other mate ri al "  so 
why is ha so reticent ? 

"I dcvalolJed an ela.b ora.te sy stem of cheoks and balances t o  preclude 
hoaxe s . Un�elated pe ople in several state s  became part of � secret netw ork t o  that 
my steri ous ' other wo rld . ' I w asted months playing the mischi evous game s of the 
al emental s ,  _ searching for nonexi stent UFO base s ,  tr,ying to find w�s t o  protect 
Witne s s e s  from th� 1 mon in black . ' P oltorgei st manifestat i on& s eemed t o. break out 
whorevor I went . " · · 

If I sai d What I am thinking i t  might be libe l lous , so I shall hold · my 
peace and leave the re ader t o  judec for himself . Suffice to eey that if I w ere 

· . religiously inclined I should appeal fervently t o  the Dei t,y at thi's point , but 
worse i s  t o  follow a · 

Keel wri tea, apropo s  June 1967 : "Throughout that month the oontactee s 
were warned that an even bigeer power failure w as due . It w ould be nationwi de in 
sco�e and would l ast for three days ,  the entitie s promi sed, and w oul d  be followed 
by natural cat astrophe s in July . � York citx_ � scheduled !£ slide into � 
ocean � � -g. " (my itali c s )  · 

P re di ct ably New Y ork city failed t o  depo sit it self int o the Atlanti c, 
but neverthe le s s  our nervous new u:fologi st later packed up hi s equi,_)ment , "rent ed 
a car, and drove out to the fl ap ar e a  near Melvi l le ,  Long I sland, t o  aW ait the 
assassination ( of the Pope , al s o  precli cted.) and the blackout · "  

There was no blackout , the Pope w a s  not quite assassinate d  and poo r  Mr 



- . 69 - l\l1JFOB 4 

Keel eventually returned home accompanied by an unused contingency sampl e of 
drinking w ater whi ch he had purchase d on hi s outw ard j ourney . The UFO cont'actee s ,  
trance me diums an d  aut omati c writer s i n  t ouch· w i t h  the spirit worl d  had l e d  our 
author sadly astray . I must confess that aft�r reading O�er�!!££ TroJan Horse 
no anti c s  whi ch Keel might get u� to woul d surpri se me . For example. ,  when he 
remarks : "I have stood on many · a windy hil lt op st aring in amazement at the mul ti­
col oured ob ject s cavortinc; about the nie�ht ski e s , " highly remini scent of . the 

W arminste r  circus whi ch h a s  b e en ment ioned previ ously v 
t�ore than on ce I w oke up in the middle of the night to find rnwself 

unable to move , wi tl:i a hUge dark apparit i on st anding over me , "  he say s .  The mind 
b ot;gle s i  

Not· surpri singly ' perhaps , Keel informs us t hat : ":Jabbl ing with UFO s can 
be as dangerous as dabbling with black m�i c .  Th� E_enomonon prex.s �9.!! the 
neur oti), the gul li b 1 e and the imrna ture • For � t j me .!. que sti oned rrry � sani t'[. ( cy 
ital i cs 

He al so w rite s :  "The UFO phenomenon can be · ·extremely dangerous � since the 
ob j e ct s  move throut_�h freq_uency change s whi ch can ;>roduce deadly gamma and ultra­
vi o le� ray s . "  (Operati on Tro jan H·ors�, p 305) He might " have a:ided "tinknown t o  
science , " for, t o  the b e st o f  my know l e dge ,  "moving throwJh freq_uency change s "  
( whatever that rae e..n s ) ' doe s not re sult i ti  the production o f  gamna rey s ,  ultra­
vi olet emi s si on or anything el se . Just a modi cum of p seudo-science t o  ke ep the p ot 

• boiling , apr;arently . 
Another snip�.e t  of the same i lk ap�ears on page 291 where Keel generously 

informs us : "The flying saucers. do not come from some Buck Rogers...:type civili sati on 
• on some di stant planet . · They . "are our next door neighb ours ,  part of. anothe r space­

time continuum where life, matte� and enerp;y � radi cally different from ourstJ n 
Y et he repe atedly te l l s  hi s re ad.ors that all eged examt;;l e s  of such "radi cal ly 
different " . life and matter are 'ab le to have pot ent sexual rel at i ons with hunan 
beings . · · 

· One b e comes· a little w e ary of thi s ." o�her space-time continuumn whi ch ·i s  
so overw orke d · in ufo l ogi cal · literature ; usually as ·:a convenient vehi cle for the 
prol_)agat i on of some potty i de a  or other whi ch an author · may w"i sh to advance . But 
then Keel apparently believes in "i llusi on-prone s}?irit s  ( who ) are re sponsible for 
nearly al l · of t he UFO ap pe arance s  and manipul ati ops , " whi ch seems like a l ot of 
nonsen se to me . 

These " spi rit s , " I gather, are the "ultrat erre stri als n whi ch figure so 
prominently in hi s text and include , pre sumably ,  demons ,  fai ri e s ,  incubi , suc cubae 
and other unsavoury al leged ent it i e s  more appropri ate to a le ss enlightened age 
than our own . 

K eel i s  strong on imaginat i on  but · w e ak on sci.ence , for he · claims , ( i bid, 
p 215) : "Demonology is not ju st another crackpot-ol oe:;y , "  ( like archaeo l ogy and . 
geology ,  for example·?) , and l ater :  nThat p oint ·i s  t hat the e arth w a s  occupied before 
man arrived or w a s  cre at e d . "  (Not "evolved" .of course . That w ould never do . ) "The 
original occu�ant s  or for ce s  were paraphy si cal and pcs se s sed the pow er of 
transmogr:t f:t ca.ti on, 11 he assert s .  

P araphysi cal din o s aurs , n o  doubt , living in p arapny si cal forest s ,  now 
turne d  int o paraphy si cal , trro1smoerifi e �  coal . G ive me strength !  

I shal l enclen.vour t o  deal w i th the nparaphysi c al byl'othesi s 11 i n  the next 
se ction, but l e st it be t hought t hat I have been un just t o  John .Keel in sele cting 
the parti cul ar it ems of hi s activities w lu ch I have q_uote d  above I must menti on the 
apparent awe with whi ch he r_e count s  info rmati on al le�·e dly ra ceived from the so­
c al lecl " spirit w orldu and other eV{Ually dubi ous source s .  

A s  an amateur I!laei ci an he must surely be aw are that seance s  and t he like 
are a hoaxer ' s paradi se .  Cert ainly any i llusioni st w ho i s  well verse d in the tri cks 
of the trade can de ceive t he vast ma j o rity of hi s audience unle s s  it is comp osed of 
fel low members of the Magi c  Circle . The addit i on of verb al " sl eight of hand11 t o  
mere manual dexte rity only adds an eEtra confusing fact or· t o  t he situat i on .  
Predi cti o�s of forthcoming event s are no more than intelligent gue s swo rk ,  if that , 
and are · couched usually in suit ably vague t erms . 

Thi s must be so for otherw i se steps w ould be t aken t o  avert many irrniinent 
spe cifi c calamiti e s ,  in whi ch case the c alarr�ties w ould not occur and the 
predi cti on s w ould b e ·  rendered false . · 

The me ssages of ttmediums " ,  cont act e e s  and believers in the supernatural 
in general are on a par with the predi cti on s  of astrologers • . Keel· himself 
profe s se s  to have had prior w arning from "a UFO enti ty 11 and other sources of aJ. l  
s ort s of impending di sast ers including , by impli cati on ,  the collapse of the Point 
Pleasant bridge o-..;e r  the river Ohi o ,  but it i s  notewo rthy that the bri dge w as not 
spe cifi cal� menti one d ' in the w arnings and that no date was gi�en for the di s aster . 
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In point of f.ao'\ the Ohio-Mi ssissi ppi-Mi ssouri river sys.tern i s  notoricus 
for natural di sasters, mostly by fl ooding, and so a. vague intimation of 
unpleasant aqueous event s sometime in the future sies-nif'ied very little . actu�ly 
the Ohio predicti on reads much more like a . tloo d warning than information ab out a 
bridge collapse . 

One might as well pre di ot mons oon fl ooding in India o r  acci dent s in the 
constructi on of the new Mersey Tunnel . 

According t o  Keel the "entiti e s" are omniscient . They ara supposedly able 
to speak all the language s of the world and know the life hi st ori es of every human 
being . One would think, therefore , that they could provide rather more speci fi c  
informati on than the vague waffle wbioh h e  present s aw the impressive fruits of 
allegedly fr equent and protracted conversations with the said entitie s .  Quite · 
frankly, I find the whole rigmarole thoroughly unconvincing and rather patheti c .  

The 11P arapbysi oal Hypothe si sn 

According to John K eel ( Operati on Trojan Ho rse , 1? 43 ) the "para phy si cal hypothesi s "  
i s  the central theme of the bo ok an d  can be st b e  summari sed by some rema:tk.s of Air 
Marshal Sir Victor G oddard ( ibid, p 44) , according t o  whom some " UFO operat ors are 
the parapbysioal deni zens of a planet other than Earth or of a par�pby si oel 
invi sible world coinci dent with "our phy si cal Earth planet " .  Apparently he 
visualises an invi sible raplioa of the E arth o ccupying the same place in the sol ar 
sy stem as the re al E arth . 

· 

PresumablY thi s alleged quasi-planet has exaotly the same shape as tho 
real one , the same "rooks " ,  "seas " ,  "r1ountains " ,  "house s" , "tre s s " ,  nroa.ds " ,  and 
" animals" , including some four thousand milli on invi sible repli ca human beings!  

What a mighty constructi on .of the imaginati on-and what a mighty load of nonsense l 
Am I being too scepti cal and bypal'-oritica.l? I think not ,  £or Keel 

obligingly tells hi s  readers ( ibid, p 46) : "The real UFO sto:ey- i s  a story • • • • of an 
invisible world • • • • of illusi on and hallucinati on where the unreal se ems very real • •  n 
Illusion, hallucinati on  and unreality ; the hallmarks of the parapbysi cal hypothe sis 
-and by its l eading proponent , not by me . 

In Vallee 1  s words, mysti oa.l and escaping rati onal analysi s .  Similar in a 
great many w�s to the supernatural aspeots of religion with whi ch the new 
ufol ogi st s frequently compare it . Val.loe even goe s  so far as to equate the 
11ultraterrestri al " ,  paraphy si cal abode of the UFO entities , ''Ma.goni a" , with heaven, 
hell and fairyland f and indeed thi s identifi cation become s perfectly acceptable on 
the reali sation that all the se � sti oal place s and a good many more of' the same 
frat arni ty are mere oonstruotions of the imaginati on designed to cirotimvent the 
ne oe ssit,y for rati onal analy si s and interpt etati an of natural phenomena and 
i l lusory experienoo s . Desig�ed al so--and here i s  i t s  most stmxt»x sinister aspect-­
to remove the matters under di scussi on from the arena of normal debate and to 
substitute "faithn for understanding and credulity � for critici sm. 

It i s  noti ceable that the new ufology , like religion , is antipatheti c to 
science and this is understandable ,  for the mere existence of science compel s  the 
new ufology to become nebulous to the l,.>Oint of self-extincti on .  It s "evidence " i s  
s o  confused and 1 t s  t enets couched in su.oh vague terms as t o  render the task of 
assessment extremelY difficult, thcugh not , With persi stence , com�letely impossible . 

My conclusi on i s  not a favourGble one . 

Surm:nary and conclusions 

In the pre ceding pages I have endeavoured to examine a. repre sentative sample of 
the oases which have been put forward by Me ssrs . K eel and Vallee to supj) Ort their 
contention that the exp lanation for UFO sightings lies in phenomena whi ch are in 
some way out side nature and which therefore cannot be fitted into the general 
frame� otk of systematised knowledge . 

I consider that the onus of proof lies with the "new ufologi sts " and that 
they have failed utterly to supplY such proof . I have shown that %xk their account s 
are so unreliable and their reasoning so fault7 that the oonolusions ikx% which 
they re a ch are quite untenable and must be di smis sed as Unreasonable , i llogi cal and 
absurd. 

Vallee has unfortunately shown a falling aw a-s in his P assport .!£ Magoni a. 
from the standards whi ch he has �revi ously observad,u e .g .  in Anatomy £!. � 
Phenomenon, and i s  not excused by an introductory st atement to the effect that the 
bo ok is not a. sci entific one . Thi s becomes all too apparent on even a casual 
perusal and it qui ckly transpi re s  that the reader i s  in for what i s  li tt le better 
than a veri table torrent of unbridled - speculation and wild theori sing based on the 
flimsiest of evidence .  It i s  therefore not s�ri sing that G ordan Craighton predi ct s 
that the book will be come a olassi o in ufol ogi oal literature . No doubt Operati on 

,. 

' 
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Trojan Horse , too , i s  destined t o  become a " class.i c " .  

kWOB 4 

There i s ,  however, one mat t er where some measure of agreemen� with the new 
u:fol ogi st s i s  po s sibl e arJ.d thi s concerns the sugge st i on by John K eel that cert ai.n 
ty�es of modern UFO events have thei� counterpart s �n pe culi ar h�ppenings of other 
time s than our own . But whereas K e el conclude s that thi s i s  be cause rnw sterious 
"ultraterre stri al s "  w ere in the sd cases somehow i:::rvolve d ey opinion i s _ simply that 
simil ar mi si dentifi c ations of simi l ar natural phenomena haye o c m.1.rre d in the pas-� 
as in the pre sent and that peopl e have had similar dreams and hal�ucinations 
throughout re corded hi st or.y . 

Interpretati ons have vari e d  depending on the st at e of knowledge pert aining 
at the time but the phenomena bear a simil ar st amp a·t al l time s  o Thi s appli e s  to 
alleged miraculous vi si on s  on the one haYJ.d and t o  ni si dentifi cat i on s  of conet s ,  
pl anet s ,  bolides and met eorol ogi c al phenomena on the othe r .  Om.. .. ref4o:be �nce st ors., of 
c our s e ,  had no artifi ci al s atelli·l; e s ,  aircraft , or car headli�ht s t o · misi dentify o 

I do not fol low Keel and Vallee into the hypotheti cal domain of spirit s .  
They are superfluous and i rrelevant and beli ef . in them i s  a hind.ral"lce . t o  
under st anding . In rrw opini on the authors ' conclusi on that UFO phenomena are the 
work of ephemeral , quasi-human beings i s  in correot and not substanti a�ed .  Other , . 
le ss bi zarre , po stulat es fit the c:J..rcumst ances bette r and are therefore t o  be 
preferred . 

Invocat i on of the supernatural to expl ain awkWard ob servat i ons i s  the 
' anti thesi s of that rat i onal advancement of knowledge whi ch has been so signal an 

achievement of mankind since the Reformation ,  and the appe al of the new ufologi st s 
i s  e ssenti al ly for a return to the dark age s when mankind l ab oured un der the o.ost 

' aby smal burden of superstiti ous and irrati onal belief. 
The solution to the out st anding problems of uf ology , ��eh as they are , 

doe s not lie with the al leged ul t raterre stri al s-who are li teral ly  "beyond the 
e arth" , or vti th the motley col le ction. of dei tie s  and spiri t s  whi ch man has inflicted 
upon himself throughout the age s . S orcery and religi on have fai l ed t o  provi de 
vi able explanati ol?-s of. natural event s including t he origin of Homo s.apiens and 
have never been succe ssful as a me ans of influencing man ' s environment . No amount of 
pray ers or incantat i on s  can defle ct the l avas of Ve suvius , c ontrol the · fl oodw aters 
of the Nile � or prev-ent a p lague of l ocust s .  Such "'methods " are anachronisms in the 
modern world and their retent i on, by cli stracting att ention from more sensibl e i deas , 
i s  the 1lliHX dire ct cause of much foolish b ehaviour and much wasteful spe culati on 
at a time when m&� �  by hi s own efforts � has succeeded in reaching the surface of t he 

Moon . 
The new ufolDt_cy i s  an unde sirable th�owb e.ck t o  outworn and d.i s credi ted 

con cept s Whi ch shoul d not det ain the serious ufol�gi st . 

G l ossary of some important t erms 
Bol i de Bright l ight produced when a si ze able met e oroi d pa sse s through the e arth ' s  
atmosphere , often ac companied by thunderous sounds . 
Demon A spirit . S ome demons good and some b ad ,  depending on abode . A supernatural 
being . 1� evil spirit or genius , usual ly . An inferi o r  deity . 
Demonology A t re atise on� or the study of , evil spirit s .  
Evolu-tion ( :Viol . ) Orie;ination of s--H3cie s  fr om pre-exi sting forms , not b y  spe ci al 
creat i on .  
Evolve (G e ol . & Bi ol . ) �evel op by natural proce s s .  
Fail"':Z. Inagina:cy b eing or spirit of dimnui tive size . Small supernatural being with 
magi cal poW e!'s . 
F�1 an.£ The imaginary land or ab ode of the fairi e s . 
Fairy Ring Cir cul ar b and of darker grass caused by fungi and. attribute d  t o  fai ry  
dancing . 
Faith ( Theol . ) Apprehension of divine truth apart from proo� . 
Hal lucinati on Apparent percepti on of an external ob j e ct not actually pre sent . 
Il lusi on . 
Il l11sion Sensuous perception of an external ob j ect involving fal se belief . 
Jllusi oni� A conjuror . P er s on who produce s apparently inexplicable effe ct s by 
natura1 me ans . 
Incubus Evil spirit suppo sed to de scend on sleeping per sons . Nightmare . P erson 
or thing that o�pre s se s  like nightmare . The male e Quivalent of suc aubus o 

Meteor The light phenomena pro duce 1 when a small met e oroid p as s e s  through the 
earth ' s  atm' � sphere . 
Meteorite Piece of extraterrestri al mat t er whi ch h as survived passage through 
the e arth ' s  atmosphere . 

M et e o�oi d  Piece o f  solid ext�aterre stri al matter i n  space , grading upw ards int o 
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l arger bodiew known as asteroi ds . 
P alaeontol ogy The science of extinct organisms or fos sil remains . 
P ara- Greek prefiX meaning beyond or b e si de . 
P araphysi cal Beyorut physi cal reality or the l aw s  of physics . 
Religion Delief in a superhuman, all pow erful , SU1.Jernatural being or divinity 8 
Sy stem of faith and w orship ( of a. divinity ) .  Pert aining t o  the ab ove . 
Science Systematised and formulate d knowledge dealing e spe ci allY With materi al 
phenomena and based mainly on ob servation and experiment . The pursuit of knowledge 
by ob servati on and experiment 

·
as di stinct fr om intuiti on ,  pure reason or divine 

revelation . 
Spirit A supernatural or spiritual being . 
Spiritual Not material .  ConsistinG of the nature of spirit . 
Sucoubus Female demon having sexual intercourse with sleeping man . 
Super- Latin prefiX meaning over or bey ond . 
Supernatural Being above the forces of nature . Beyond the power or l aw s  of nature . 
Transmogrify ( Jocular or colloq. ). Transform, e spe ci ally in magical or surpri sing 
manner .  Hence transmogrification . { P ossi'!:>ly a corruption of transmigrati on ;  passing 
from one b oqy or place to another . ) 

·----· ----........._ __ .......... ..._ ___________ . ... __ 
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