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� D I T 0 U I A L 

The suggestions made by P8-L'::�_., R�..:��or��c·�:._ :in this issue of the 

Bulletin on ways to improve and r·Ji::1.on.;-�.�� ::_;? lY.G'Q .r�-�-�?c.·r?h may
. 

be 
dismissed by many as u topian and u.nl'ea_,_.L�T�lr� .!:t ··: . .nJ . .::: :ts so 1t 
augurs ill for seri9us ufology, for th�: fc..ct

. 
rc-:>·r�l:1j_ns �hat Roger son t s 

suggestions outline little more than the mlnlml:,�n ruq"Lurements for 

adequate study of any scientific problem . In_a_i'ield as ill-de�ined 

as ufology is at present the need for an eff1c1ent dat a gather:l-ng, 
storage and re·trieval system is vital. Unfort1mately this is one of 

the more unglamorous a sp ects of Ufologica� work, and few people·are 

pcepared to give up the· dubious ple asures of sk�vatching and aimless 

spec ulating to undertake the painstakingly detailed work that this 
entails .  

Rogorson calls for a dete rmined effort to be nado �o prev ent 
p at ently unsuitable people frol?I investigating significant reports. It 
is this sort of suggestion that brings forth cries of 'dictatorship'; 
this is just nonsense. Every other sci entific discipline , i�cluding 
tho more 'fringe' ones, is ablo to maintain a realistic divisiop 
between the serious stu dents, even if they do hold unorthodox views, 
and the out- and-out crank. Perhaps most relevant to our point of 
view is the organisation of study in the field of psychic research . 
Hero the SPR is able to maintain a quite serious , sensible corporate 
nature, and can be seen to be quite distinct fron the various . 
spiritualist and occultist groups who are operating in the same area. 
Unfortunately no such di stinction exists in ufology at present . Here 
every spectrun1 of attitude is thrown together in. the various 
societies and magazines. Until serious researchers can bo organised, 
tvithout the attention of the cranks (and this is beginning to happen, 
but by direct, private contact rather than through the irrelevant 
groups ) and some of the suggestions, and more iBportantly, 
implications , contained in the Rogorson article can bo implemented, 
ufology is destined to remain a fringe of a fringe of science . The 
implications of the UFO phenomenon to present day science are very 
significant , but they will never be thoroughly investigated so long 
as that phononenon is attended by a raggle -tngglc band of unscientific 
so-called investigators and 'groups'. 
- -------------------------------------------------------------------

by Peter . Rog�rson 

During the 25 years in which the UFO phenonenon has been 
in the arena of public and scientific debate thoro scews to have 
been li ttlc concerte d effort to doto rr.1ine precisely '\vhat UFO 
researchers should bo doing. Too often ufologists seem t0 have boon 
more interested in propoun.ding dotty psoudo�sciences than in 
investigating the phenor:1enon cbjectivcly. 

l.Jhat, then, should be donG? Hero nre somo suggestions for discussion : 

1. Thoro should bo o. f.UC�.jor effort to document and re-investi­
gate all Type I :r:'i.�pur-t.s lcco.tZ:·�d :Ln both pul1lished and unpublished 
sources, or known thrrY:.J_gh pr:.t•nto j_nfo:r·rJGtio:::J.. Every effort should 
bo made to determine t:le prnei se d<.1te and goographical locn.tion of 
each report. Regulo..r cataio�uos should be published. Those· should be 
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brie-f specific lists in geographical, chronological and other 
orders, backed up by a catalogue of report abstracts in strict 
chronological order. Continuation catalogues should be published 
annually, '\vith cunulations every five years. 

2. "Contactn reports, ''MIB" reports and reports involving 
psychological, physiological and "parapsychological'·' phenomena 
should be ·investigated by trained personnel or laymen of proven 
reliability under the direction of specialists, and NOT by untrained 
or impressionable people. 

3. There should be a major co-operative effort·at a 
systematic search for pre-1947 11waYestt involving, if possible, full 
scrutiny of national and local newspapers, and scientific nnd 
popular magazines, starting with flap periods, then other periods. 
The possibility of obtaining information from elderly persons could 
be considered. R�ports should be published in abstract form, with 
fuller accounts of selected reports, and notes on the social, 
religious, political and scientific background of the reports. 
Otherwise reports should bo published without comment. 

4. There should be a continuing effort to examine, and to 
place into context, the UFO phenomenon as a source of·mythological 
data, and as an aspect of folk-lore. The investigation of certain 
"constants" in mythical, religious and folkloric traditions should 
be encouraged. 

?. There should be an effort made to conduct sociological 
and psychological study of the �odern UFO cults, such as that at 
Warminster. 

6. There should be a sociological and historical study of· 
the social and technological impact of the UFO phenocenon. As an 
example , research is being conducted into the possibility that tho 
1913 "alrship" wave may have had some effect on the course of the 
First World \var. 

7. The local groups unless they are conducting valid 
research in which the majority of the membership is involved, should 
dissolve themselves. Their active nembers should �eet informally to 
discuss reports, plan investigation and conduct research. 

8. The national organisations should cease to act as bodies 
with corporate opinions, planning research etc., and become 

· 

documentation c.entres,. co-ordinating research, holding central 
catalogues and files, and library facilities. They should organise 
symposia and provide resource.s for publication of research work •. 

9. There should be a private international co
.
-ordin�ting 

bod¥"i
. 

to which
. 

both national bodies and individuals would be. 
aff1 1ated . Th1s body would provide both international co-ordination of documentatimn and research, and a translation service. ·It is important that neithe·r the national nor international bodies should hold corporate opinions or engage in corpo�ate·Clctiv�ties. 

. 
10. Th�re is need for tho c:rewtion of rjigb. quality biblio ... graphical serVl.ces in the field of ufo.lc�y .. Tt•.;->�8 ·�·bould include a biblio�raphy of all UFO-style reports ���:. !::::·- ��::csl·_;., � .. Gd non­ufol<;>g1cal books and j ?urnals, � bt�:J .. � ,)G_·:·:-:r�·�·�; rxc· FFG monographs publ1shed to date, an �ndex of 1mpc:� t ? .. nt art:i.eles in the ufological and lay press, and as complete a list as possible of u.fological 

t 
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journals. 

11. The creation of a machtnG-rcndable general catalogue 
of UFO reports incorporating all existing catalogues, on an 
international scale. 

12. The publication of this catalogue, wi�h the �ddition of 
x legible standardised abstracts of the reports 1n the �0�1 of a 
continuou� , duplicated publication partworl{, to 2.llow for further 
investigation of reports� 

13. The publication of a� l8af.t Gne into:rnr .. tj_cnal scientific 
journal devoted to n:folor,y, aimed c::x�ll.A.si V8ly at +J��� sclentific 
community and se:!. ... :r_o-�ls r •:? ��ea::och 1�or}t2J� � �\1:\. ·:�h:YJ.t ecti. �o:r-i,qJ. comment. 
The journal shou�t.d a�i_n to su rve t.�. 2 e1. ·�:·1 �.;_tf '=' n.r•. f tY�· al.l se rj_ ous 
workers, away fron the ntt.i.·sude o·f ��·r�s ��uJ_t�s�.::., ·rht:.-1 1J�timate aim 
should be to publish ·vhi s journal s:Ll�l�ll t� . .neou:;ly i:1 several major 
languages. 

14. The publication of nat:.i.on&l jou.:."'nals o:f a similar 
nature, either modificatior1s of £,:��:is-::lng �jo·.:trnals (eg Phenomenes 
�tiaux, FSR) or new ventl.t:::-es � nnd. -tb.c cn!'?ouro.2:emcnt of the 
publication of local "report" juurnai.s. 

15·. Rapid and in-depth invost:tgation of all cn.ses involving 
alleged physica'l evidence, landing sj.·i�es and photographs by 
appropriately qualified experts. In the case of photographs, 
publication should be delayed untiJ_ t11er� is good evidence of "high 
strangeness", and attempts at duplicat i on have failed. 

16. Efforts should be made to recover materfal in official 
files, accepting any conditions laid down, especially recognising 
that such material may be made available only to. reputable 
scientists. 

17. It should be recognised that the only legitimate 
activity of UFO research is the scientific investigation of UFO 
reports·and phenomena which may generate them. Such investigations 
should be impartial, unbiased and covering all aspects of the 
phenomenon. Investigations which �t 9ut to demonstrate that the 
reports are generated by mirages, alcoholic poisoning, space ships 
or ghosts do not fall into the definition of research. 

1�. Hake every effort to channel the interest of nev1comers 
to the subject along scientific lines, emphasising t hat ufology 
involves much more than standing ori hilltops staring at the sky, 
and like much science involves hard work. 

19. Take ste·ps to counter the damage caused by the activities 
of certain sensationalists, particularly the gentlemen whose 
lunacies provide· much sport to the popular pre s_�. 

· 

20. Recognise that the subjsct wj_ll only become respectable 
to the scientific community if resAarch &nd speculation are 
conducted in a scientific maJ1'�1.er; anc!. that spe�u\at ion is limited 
to scientifically valid not:Lons. On.t? !11l1 �st acce pt that this 
speculation will be ul timatA]_y :f't:rt.Llc :if· the J:·l;_ol_i.Or:tena are not 
comprehensible in tP.�rms of c�.O Lh �8r�·::11 :'Y s.:· 5.e'i·:t::-(�� (' �:he tenclency of 
writers to throw s��:;_Gr:J:::tf·I.8 J:o��-�·::·c:d./-: ;� � -��: .. : re-:·· :�_r::,_i i E"Ient O'.tor more fantastic pSeUdO-SC�e�1t:i.J:".L0 C·J2J::'ii'S�:� ·:_·::·.�� ·· . ;:,-;,./ ·r,c. r�.-,plo�"'r-.d - ..... � �., ..._ I _. -· -.. .J .,�,.. '-' .. 

-- -----------------
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The najority of these proposals are �dthin reach, as the 

foundations exist already. The major stumbling block is undoubtedly 
certain vested interests in the UFO groups , and sheer· apathy .. For 

example
.
! the attenpt at proposal 10 by Joh..."'l Rinner and Conrad 

Hunter railed because no-one was interested. 

At present this writer is engaged upon project 1, the 

compilation of a card catalogue of Type I reports, at �resent 
containing just under 1900 items and still slowly gro1nng. I urge 
researchers engaged upon similar activities to contact @e. I would 
also request readers to send details of any unpublished reports 
(whether personal information or from organisation files) or reports 
ill-published, for exanple in short lived or low circulation UFO 
j:ournals. 

Research under proposal 4 will be :published from tine to 
time also. Comments and criticisn on any of these proposals, and 
information about any of then which nay be in progress w�ll be 
welcome. 

Book Review 

LIDEND OF THE SOHS OF GOD by T.G.Lethbridge, Routledg e & Kegan Paul, 
£1. 75'-' 

In this book Hr Lcthbridge, the author of several books on 
parapsychology, advances the now froniliar theory that various 
legends and ancient structures are connected with prehistoric visits 
by extraterrestrials. However this boolc is diff erm'lt fron lilost others 
in this field ih that the author is a trained archaeologist and so 
avoids the nany inaccuracies and mis-statenents often found in 
books of this nature.. 1:Jhile this is certainly n welc one change, 
unfortunately, once these inaccuracies are abandoned what is left 
of the case for extraterrestrial colonists is pretty inconclusive. 
A new. eler1ent is added by Hr Lethbridge' s belief that the alien 
beings built tho r1egalithic circles of Britain and charged then with 
a mysterious force which guided their craf!t and which Hr Lethbridge 
clains can still be detected with a dowser's pendulun . (This seens 
to be rather simil�r to the ideas of John Michell and the ley 
hunters , of whon Hr Lethbridge seen s to be unaware.) \Vhile I am not 
conpetent to judge the reality or otherwise of dowsing one \ITould 
think that an obvious experinent 'tvould be for another do1�ser with 
no knowledge of Lethbridge's results to survey the s�1e monuments 
and see if he responded in the same spots. However, no controlled 
eA�erinent of this type is recorde d and so there se ens to be no 
real evidence that Hr Lethbridge' s pendulUI.l is responding to 
anything but his own subconscious nuscular inpulses. 

-- Roger Sandell 
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