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E D I T 0 R I A L 

Physical�spects of UFO� 

Sclentifically .and mechanica�ly minded ufologists hav? been 
dismavod oy the course t:aken by ufology since the pi.lbli.cat:.Lon of the 
Condoi-1 Heporto In�reasing emphasis has been placed on the psycho­
logical aspectso Many investigators now se�m to ?e m?re �ntercsted 
in the witnesses and, indeed, other ufologJ_sts tnan J_n tno actual 
content of UFO roportso 

The impression which is given to many these days is that there 
are no genuine physical phenom.ena to :Lnvestig2.te in connection with 
UFO renorts. This is not son T�.1ere are unexplained radar/visual 
sightings ar1d mar:y strange effects associated �ri th UF·os reported seen 
at close quarters. For example, Roy Craig \vri tes in the Condon Report: 
"Of all physical effects \.�laimod to be due to the presence of liFOs, 
the alleged malfunction of automobile motors is per-haps the most 
puzzling." 

Such baffling reports are well worth investigating by the "nuts 
and bolts" urologists, but before they can begin -r..vc r.n.1st first 
demythologise the S"J.bject, so that they can investigate the facts 
unobscurod' by fashionable fantasies ar.�.d mJsint.erpretations. 

Over the past fe-vr years, contributors to this Bulletin have 
attempted to draw attention to the subject.-Lv8 B.spects of ufology. The 
reason for thJ.s is not to ridicule serious students of the subjedt, as 
some cri tics thi!"'.Jt, but n0.rely to clj.minate the subjective aspects 
in order that tl1e geriu1nel.y inexplicable phenomena can be seen more 
clearly., Thus, the mechanically minded can concentrate on the car­
stopping cases and rada:r-/visual reports instead of wasting their 
time on reports which can be shown to be merely modern versions of 
ancient delusions and superstitions. 
------����--�--�--�-------����---�---�-�-----�-��--�---�--�-��--��-� 

THE MYTHOLOGY OF UFO EVENTS .AND INT_.}i:_BPRE_TATIONS 
a new examina�a� by Peter Rogerson 

During the last f�w years or so there has, within ufology, 
been a grovdng complex1ty of phenomena, accompanied by a rise, which 
is also a transformation of mythological statementso 

One of the basic myths behind the UFO interpretations until 
rece�tly was that of the deus .§Z maehip.n, which would bring an end 
to h1�tory. (1) In Hichel's latest article (2) we can·see this theme 
repeated; the UFO is the precursor of a new r.::tutation of the hu.111an· . speci?�' which \�11 producc.an irre�ocable discontinuity in evolu�lon, the flnal, ocean1c, unbrldgeable gGneration gap. 

These early myths �re�e n1:1-rturcd, not prim:ro!arily by the absurd UFO cults, bul. by the p!'oress1onal myt.h makers, the comics films . science fict::_oJl i.ifri te:rs, even advertisers. 'rhe first great' contac.fee c�� ·� noJ� f:oa �hs -.Califor�ian "saucerttesn of happy memory, but i':i�om Ho_,_J_yyloO<?.-j Jn tr.�.e 1 orm cf the al�egorj_cal science fiction dramn "The Da\T t n � H 1•-rt•+h C·tood C-' ·"ll'f (19r.:·1} mh:• . . ' "' :. l • -·c:· " 0 o t..l. • " ) . .  G .L L. s concerns the cor1ing of a p:rop��� 1 Kl aatuJ . in a f]_?ing sau8ex·�., His arr·ival interrupts· the elecvllCnl supp�1cs of tne world; tne weapons of his assailants melt 
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away. He brings a message of universal peace, and is martyred for it, 

releasing the robot Gort, who begins a campaign of destruction. Only 
the cations of two ordinary ci tizerts, a 'tvidow and her yonng son, save 
the world and by their love temporarily resurrect Klaatu. But now 
only the threat of the destructive power of the robot remains to 
prevent war. 

As with the later contactee stories, this film was conceived as 
a warning against nuclear war. (3) Its symbolism is powerful. If men 
of humanity are ignored, then hun1anity \Vill be at the mercy of the 
elemental forces of blind technology. If peace by love is rejected, 
then there will inevitably be p eace by terror. In the dark days vrhen 
it was made "The Day the Earth Stood Stilln made a deep inpact. In 
its wake the contactee cults grew and flourisr1ed. Fev1 if nny 
possessed the vision of the original. Many degenerated into 1.vhinsy 
and were lost cor.:1pletely. 

Established science fiction writers also used the UFO lee;cnd as 
a basis on which to build nythological statements. Anong the most 
important of such tales was Arthur C ·• Clarke's "Childhood's End", 
another allegorical work. The Overlords, symbolic of scientific 
rationalisn, arrive from space� to end nen's squabbles and create 
n rationalist utopia on Earth. In the closing chapters it is seen 

_ that this utopia is sterile, its rationalist nnterialism a defence 
against aspects and po'\lrers of the hUl'1an personality which must be 
hid<Ten until mctn hns gained 1visdom. The release of' these po1vers 
comes in a generation of' divine children, whose arrival means the 
end of the world, the finnl collapse into futility of man. The 
vision of' Alpha and Omega at the close is one of the nost remarkable 
passages in science fiction. It is a vision of science as creator 
and destroyer. The Byth of the super-human child is also seen in 
John Wyndha.�1s "The Midwich Cuckoosn. In both we are confronted with 
a generation of "changelingsn who possess the wild talents and 
threaten the end of history. 

The growing power of the myth of the changeling can be detected 
in a variety of literature. An idea which undoubtedly began as n 
primitive interpretation of' the birth of a subnorn al or defo�1ed 
child has achieved a new significance. The growing rumour of a 
coming generation of children possessed" of strange and supernatural 
powers occurs in a variety of guises. The so-called "cross­
correspondence" scripts of the early years of this cr:;ntury, allegedly 
dictated by the post nortem Hyers, G�urney and Sidgwick (the foun.ders 
of the S.P.R. ) , mruce nuch of a coning nutation of the hur1an race 
engineered fron "the other side". (4) Such nyths also occur in UFO 
situations (e.g., the Appleton case) and black nagic cults have 
talked of children of Satan. These nyths suggest a subconscious 
fear and awe of children, who are seen as a repository of the dark 
puweys: within Ban, unrestrained by culture. 

Sinilarly the myth of the adult taken to Magonia is growing. 
Those taken are either destroyed or, like Monsieur Vincent, (5) 
possessed of nev1 powers. There is a reorientation and nen change, 
dral.r apart, or are set apart by strange inconnunicable knovJledge. We 
can sense this in the case of Dr X, (6,7) with the appearance of the 
strange stignata, not only reminding one of the markings used to 
identify birds, but also forming, as John Rimmer has· pointed out 
(0) a synbolic figure of a third eye in a triangle. The third ey� as 
a symbol suggests both an increased inner awareness, and incipient 
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splitting of the personality. 

1\,.f"ll:i'Q·�'· 5 .t. .L U .l.. .i) 

During _the last .few years, as noted before, there has boo� n 

novement away from· the so simple lnngo s towards nol"'e eonplor.:: patterns o 
The first hints cane with the study of the 10.97 aj_rship ro:i_)o:cts, 
sir1ilar legends to which r.1ay have provided the basi;, �or ·��l:l.G aj_:c SfJ.:i: l1 
tales of Jules Verne. (9) In theso, as "tvi th sono of h1s o·._;hel., ·worl;:.d1 
Verne is concerned \vith the corrupting c�ffect of scientifi-:; po"Yr�;r on 

the idealist. The· po1,rer orieino.l.ly intended to li b:.:rrnte na?lcinc'L. 
corrupts and then destroys illts er ea toro An EiPt !-iynool of the scJ_ence 

beh:Lnd the railro�ads-, threatening the survival of the l·Iid-western 
farmers. 

It is the work of John Keel and his supporters fron which the 
elusive turn in the nyth developed. The basic· ther1e of Keel (and 
British counterparts such as Gordon Cre.ighton) is that a dark 'force 
·threatens nan, prevents hin developing his faculties to the full, 
a�d can destroy hin. In · an effort to conprehend th�s force , both 
Keel and Creighton have turned to the prinitive b0lief in "elementals" 
the impact of which seems to str.ike some deep chol�d in the 
uhconsciouso Hovr did this r:1yth arise? 

"Prini ti ve'' r1an (as vli th modern chlldt·en) had no concP.ption 
either of the distinction between aninate and innninate natu?c, or 

. of causality. All. n�ture had spirits, who directed the natural order 
of things, and who possessed the qualities of the asp.3ct of' ne.tUT'e 
they represented • . These· qualities .were anthropooorphis!Js, p:c-ojections 
of aspects of the hunnn persop.ali ty onto the environm!':Jnt Q v!.ith the 
a:tari val of the new intellectual· religions, the· old n:y-ths -vrere driven 
underground, becor1ing synbols of the dark instinctive· side of nan 
which the new faiths had rejected. 

The very l1.lli':le . "ele:r.J.ental" suggests an identification "t�Ti th the 
dark instinctive aspects of nants p·er3onality. The c�ildislmess. nnd 
g.eneral hostility to mnn'l which are said to be attributes of the 
elemental, conf'ir:r.J. tr�s identification. In the case of the polter­
geist t�1oro is evidence_ that this is so. (10) The poltergeist is the 
projection of enot�onal conflict fror-1 the :tnte rior reality of the 
mind to the external reality$ The poltergeist allows anti-social 
actfons to be connittod without guilte In a similar manner the 
violent and sexual. "messages" received during "automatic Writing", 
etc., can be accepted by projecting then on to "evil spirits", thus 

· allo"Yring repressed .desires to be expressedo · 
· 

· . 

The tern "elenental" also gives a vision of terrifying Elindless 
power, an apt symbol of which can be found in nuoorous reports of 
"mon_ste: �" , "r? 'l??t s 11, Etc. , renini seen t of "Gort" in "The Day the 
Eart.t; Sl.lood Stll..L". The -reports of one-eyed giants from South. Ju;1er?-.ca are a�so � a�:pect of ·this syr1bolo Tho Cyclops j_s totally mlndless and lnst1nc�1ve1 the lowest depths o:f r1ent.al deflciency capable of pos� ;ne.ta.L ex�stence. There i� also a hint of blindness, and ti:-e r<;bot-.Llke behav1our suggests a_ ae-hunanised humanity� The totall ty lS a sym�ol of great but nj_ndless power_.· 

· Ono� of' the nos� ir1portant, _powerful SJ'Tibolic figures fun the ne"tv �ology 1s the Man 1n Black. The wealth of possible intornretat�l.on� 1s �rea� . The popular �ascriptions of.the MIB a�e, ielf-o�ide11tly a proJeCtlon of all the lnages of the .coniC-book �illaj_no spy 
' 

foreigner, gangster� anarclrlst, devil. He is the Qnive� sal �capegoat 
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onto 'tifhich nen project their undesirable quali tics. Such projections 
in the past, onto variou_s r.1inori ty group�s, have l�d to the gr?at 

, tragedies of hunan history, the attenpts to exorc1se the Han. 1n BlacK 
nerely confirning his existence. In the �'uropean witch tradition 
the devil is portrayed as the r.1an in black. Black is the colour of 
the night, death and the hidden side of.thin�s. TI;at the HIB is an 
aspect of ourselvGs, not an external 11tlng" 1s ev1dent fron nuch of 
the earlier tradition. Mrs Jones nistook the MIB for her brother, 
enphasising the close relationship. On her prayers the vision 
� changed to that of a dog �11) --the phanton dog, which is both 
a folk tradition of the wolf, and a projection of the synbol of the 
dog within. (The dog possesses several syr:1bolic significances.;) (12) 

To have too close a relationship with l1agonia is d·angerous. The 
MIB has thus an eler:1ent of taboo-; by observing UFO events n2n has 
e�croached upon the territory of the gods and retribution follows. 

The MIB is also the naensor", preventing nen frop obtaining 
knowledge which will destroy then, the knowledge and power of the 
gods. Sinilarly, those "taken", such aw AoV.B. and the Hills are 
pr0vented fron taking artefacts. Paradoxically the sruJe s�Jbol· 
portrays the MIB as the elenental force i.vi thin', preventing the 
discovery of precious secrets. 

· 

The NIB fea:buros in nany ghost stories. It is a "stock apparition" 
often interpreted as an undertaker, a nonk, in fenale forn.as a nun 
ar a widow. The persistence of such traditions suggests the power of 
the synbol. In a recent folk song, the MIB is explicitly presented 
as the dark hidden side of nan, which nen desparately attenpt to 
a void seeing. 

Close1y associated with the MIB irr some aspects of UFO nythology 
is �he Dero. The Dero has several inportant synbolic aspects-. Clearly 
�he Dero, a terror fron the interior responsible for hur1an tragedy, 
is a synbol of the dark atavistic forces in the unconscious; it is 
also a symbol of dehunanisation by the wrong use of knowledge, a 
th€n:te often expressed in science fiction·. 

Yet these dark aspects of Magonia are not the whole picture. We 
have already seen the synbol of the sun naiden (13) and there are 
other synbois of a sinilar nature. Keel created- a great deal -of 
amusenent.in sone quarters with talk of "hernaphrodite aneels", yet 
the hernaphrodite angel is a synbol in nany cultures--a symbol of 
prinal unity-, a reconciliation of opposites·. It is a not infrequent 
dream inage, and has great proninence in alchenical_ lore. 

Thus the.UFO nyth is of a dual nature, capable of creating or 
destroying, thus mirroring the power of science, and knowledge in 
general. It echoes powerful SYr.lbolic thet1es vJhich are .also to be 
discovered in literature, especially science fiction. It also serves 
as a "translation" of older universal myths in modern ter:r1s • 

. Th? H:[th of Hagonia is total and universal to hUl!lan experience •. 
It lS d1ff1cult to present a total neaning of it. Ma�onia seens to 
be the sypbol of the impersonal, totally alien force� of the natural 
world, and its duality represents the varying moods of nature. It is 
those .aspects of anm which identify hin with the natural world the ' . . ' unconsc1ous, archa1c part of ourselves, that is suppressed in civil-
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is-ation. It has given us our greatest visions and terrible night­
nares, the extrenes of beauty and hide ousne ss. The conservatisn and 
tinelessness of Hagonia synbolises the tinelessness of nature �  tho 
slow passage of geological tine , conpa�od 1vi th vlhich the lifeti�1e of 

nan is so insignificant. It s capriciousness is that of nat·o.re nnc1 tho 
instinctive part of ourselve s ; its po1tfor dvrarfs our achlet'"Gl:J.ents, 
rendering them powerless . 

At its best Haeonia confirns an identification wlth nnn in the 
universe, eiving ne anin g to an othervrise sto1lle eJ<..istence, providing 
great leaps to our culture. At its worst Hr-:.gonia eivos an escapo 
fron the real world, a retre at to the wonb, pr �vontj_ng nen fron 
a:chieving true self knowledt;e and naturi ty, or allo-vrs the darkest and 
nost irrational inpulses . The two as� ect s appear insepe�able� The 
myth of Nagonia pre-sents great dangers i:f it is not channelled, and 
an exanination of UFO literature can be sonething of an unnerving 
exp erience, for one can see through the cracks in the surface 
rationality to the dark elenental forces in all of us, what Lionel 
Chassin called 11the credulity of the savage". It is a nistake to 
deny the ex:Lstence of 11agonia, as does Alan Sharp" It is also 
dangerous to reg ar d  Hagonia ancl its legen d s as having a li teral 
reality; that really is a nisunderstanding of the nature of nyth. 

Our connents should not be interpreted as necessarily indicating 
that the UFO phenonen� are wholly internalised: such a v1e1:v? d.espi te 
great scientific difficuJ.ties , should not be disnissed out of hand, 
but the nythologicn1 nature of the UFO reports holds true whatever 
the physical nature of "re al" UFO phenor.1ena . The relationship be-Q..reen 

.the "real" and "nythological" UFO phononena ts a field fertile for 
speculation , speculation best left to· science fiction writers 
·however. 
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UFO REPORTS: SOME NOTES ON THE NEED FOR !1.. RL.TJ:ON/:..1 .t�PPRO:·�CH 

by John Harnoy 

If a theory is to have any scientific_v�lue, it nust be set 
out in a foro such that it is capable of beine disproved, if it 
happens to be invalid . The various theories which seek to explain 
tWO reports are all unsatisfactory in this respect, except the ono 
put forward by Henzel, and others., in the ea�ly years of the flying 
saucer controversy. 

Menzel insisted that all UFO reports are capnble of being 
explained without resortine to speculation about bein�s fron other 
planets, fron other states of exmstence ( i . e. , spirits), or natural 
phenonena as yet unknown to science. Thus all UFO reports �re 
nisinterpretations, delusions, hoaxes or unfounded ruaours. r--Iany 
UFO nysteries rel:lain unsolved because, as Henzel has pointed out� 
"No sine;le answer suffices, because the apparitions sten fron not 
one but r.1any dozens of c·ause s. " ( 1) 

All serious students of UFOs aereo that Menzel''s theory co.n 
explairu the great najority of UFO reports. This still lenves an 
a"CCUt1ulation--over 2.5 years or so--of thousands of unexplained 
reports nnd it requires funly ono such report to be conclusively 
denonstrated to have been generated_by an encounte r with an alien 
spacecraft to invalidate the theory • . 

�rned with this theory the sceptic can deal with the residue of 
unexplained reports by assert� ng that they are inconplete or 
inaccurate. When really pressed he is often able to point to various 
details whrech sueeest that a psychological explanation nay be in order, 
particularly in view of the invariable fact--his nain trm1p card--
that no unequivocal physical evidence of the reality of the flying 
saucer is available. 

Menzel's theory is extrenely unpopular with �ologists. It has 
been attacked because of his failure to explain all UFO reports and 
because sone of his explanations arc unsatisfactory. Keyhoe, for 
exanple, gleefully pointed out that Project Blue Book did not accept 
Menzol1s explanations of several inportant UFO reports, inclu dine the 
Mantell case. (2) ,Fron this sort of thine the UFO believers tend to 
draw the hiehly illoeical j_nfercnce that be-cause some of tho sceptics' 
explanations are wrong, then their own explanation nust be correct-­
that is, that UFOs are spaceships :frot1 other.plunet.s. 

The irrationality of the believers has been unl;vi tti·nc;ly 
encoura�ed by sone �ceptics w�o have confused the issue by failine to 
employ the essential qualities of firr1ness and fairness •. The 
irresolute begin as sceptics, but gradually becone overawed by the 
massive accunulation of testimony and eventually cone to believe in 
the flying s2ucers, even though the definite physical proofl which 
they originally insisted upon is still not available. Then there are 
the prejudiced, '\·Tho attenpt to dispose of the subject by dishonest 
noans , notQbly by ignoring or distorting awkward observations which 
do not soo�J to fit any neat explanations . 

All this does not nake llfe oasy for those whose task it is to 
ca:::-ry out· official investigations of UFO reports, Believers point 
indignantly to the findings of official enquiries into UFO reports 
and accuse their authors of evading the issue. Official reports, such 
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as those is�ued by Project Blue Book or the British Ministry of 
Defence (Air), generally deal with reports_they o.�e unable to 
explain by_claining that insufficient evidence is available. The 
inplication, oi' course, _is that if these reports were nC?re accurate 
and conplete the natural explanations for then tvoulc1 becone· apparent. 

No1.v this � .. tti tudo is not intellectual- dishone sty, as it seens to 
the believers. It is sinply the strict ap�lication of Menzel's 
theory, as -vre have outlined it above. If Menzel is correct, then the 
true explanations of the unexplained reports nust be of a na.tural or 
conventional nature. Logically, the onus is on tho tJ:F'O believers to 

. prove other\lri se. 

Many ufoloeists have spent years trying to iJrove Henzel 1r1rong, 
with the aid of the extraterrestrial hypothesis (ETH). In the 1947 
UFO wave nany of the reports sugeested--if taken at face value-­
that the Earth w�s under surve�llance by beings fron other planets. 
Accordingly the ETH "ra:s evolved., Note that it is only a sup:rosition ; 
there is no conceivable �ethod--open to present-day science--of 
disprovine it if it is not true. It is rational encu�h in the 
circumstances, but n nere supposition nevertheless. The nain 
advantage or· the ETH is its plausibillty: nany UFO reports, if 
accepted as eenuine, tend to suggest that it is the .obvious 
explanation. 

Most of the UFO literature, at least until recently, has the 
E':ITH, in one forn or another, as its n·ain thenc. Unfortunately the 
hypothesis has � nur1ber of serious weaknesses�- lack of physical 
evidence, difficulty of .deciding which observations to accept as 
genuine and which to reject as fantasies, etc. Proponents of the ETH 
have lone been a1Alar·e of these vreaknesses and have adopted .various 
ploys in tho attenpt to prop it up. 

The nethods adopted by Keyhoe have been widely emulated by other 
writers. Keyhoe's technique is to take a nrunber of good reports and 
to alleg e that there \�J"ould be nore and better ones available if the 
governnent were not so secretive about then, or the scientific 
community so irrationally biased against the whole idea of flying 
saucers. In order to enlist the synpathy of reasonable· people , 
space is devoted to ridiculine contactee stories and depre cating the 
activities of hoaxers and cranks. The fact that nany of• Keyhoe1s 
reports come fron official sources eives his writings an aura of 
respectability. (2,3,4) The point here, of course, is that whereas 
the actual reports are authentic, the interpretations placed upon 
them and the inferences drawn from them are K<?yhoe's. 

Keyhoe is p-erfectly right to dra-vr attention to the size and 
complexity of the UFO problem. However 7 he and some of his follo1v·rers 
in att ackiug the u.s. �ir-Force have'been attackine the rieht people. 
for the .wrong reasons. They.have insi;nuo.ted that the Air Force has 

·proof of the reality of the flyi_ng saucers and is concealing it • .:J. 
nore reasonable attitude was taken by Hynek, who has conplained that 
many very puzzling re�orts have not been adequately investieated. 

1'he S)_;octacular UFO repor.ts of the 19601 s, whi"ch led to the 
settinc; up of the Colorado Project, caused nany intelligent people· 
to consider that the ETR �ight well be the answer. However, although 
Dr Condon1s tean were unable to explain all the reports which they 
investigated, their conclusion was that there was no reason to believe · 
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that further investi8ation would be likely to add anythine to 
scientific knowledge. (5} 

The Condon Report, althoug·h much criticised, dealt a e;reat blov." 
to the

· 
ETH. There were two nain reactions anont; ufoloei sts. SorJo 

either cane to accept Menzel1s theory or becan1e convince that the 
problon was insoluble. Others turned to the renaining najor hypo­
the si s which regards the UFO as a psychic phenononon·, along 1vvi th the 
alleged phenonena of telepathy, hauntings, nediru?ship, etco 

Now, �lthough psyc�ical research see?s.almos� r�spec�able 1�1on 
coElpared w1th ufology, 1t labours under s1n1lar dlfflcultlGS and 
uncertainties. These problerts are far:1iliar to any ufologist--the 
e�otional involvenent of investigators, the accusations an� counter­
accusations of prejudice and fraud, the unpredictability of the 
phenomena. As with the ��11, and even more so, there is no conceivable 
way to prove the non-existence of the paraphysical flying saucer. 

Many ufologists now insist, however, that �f the ETH is not the 
answer, the paraphysical hypothesis nust be pursued. They point to 
sane of the nore spectacular landing reports as evidence and insist 
that some of then are so detailed and well-witnessed that nerely 
psychological explanations nust be ruled out. 

I 
If we attempt, though, to examine a report of a nysterious craft 

seerr at close quarters by a nunber of intelligent, independent 
wi tne s se s ,. our nain difficulty will be actually finding one of the se 
reports. Most of the nuch discussed Type I reports share the fatal 
weakness of .having only one witness each. \�en one finds a report 
allegedly involving several witnesses, it is clisappointing to note 
the lack of detail. For exanple; fron one of the Lorenzens1 books: 

non Septenber 30, eight construction workers near Marcilly­
sur-Vienne, France, .saw a disc-shaped object on the ground, and a 
snall nan-shape.d being 1vearing a helnet, standing nearby." (6) 

.8ight witnesses, yet. only one ·sentence to describe the alleged 
incident, whereas some one-witness reports have had entire full­
length book$ devoted to then. 

Even �ore exns�crating is the Monza, Italy, landin� report of 
Novenber ·�, 1954. A clisc se·t on three legs, emitting a blinding white 
light, was· said to have been seen in a stadiun. ·Figures dressed in 
light colours and wearing transparP-nt helmets were standing close by_ 
They. seemed to com�unicate with 'guttural sounds' • . The craft 
eventually_ flew.away silently: N?·fl}-rther detail� are given although 
the nunber of Wltnesses to thls 1nc1dent was est1mated to be 1501 (7) 

There are sone classic cases, reported with a wealth of detail 
and involving several witnesses. However, these witnesses generally 
have close ties with one another. They are usually family groups, as 
in tho casos of Trancas (8) and Kolly-Hopkinsvillo. (9) 

�lthough these factors point the way to. psychological oxplanatiohs,· 
many ufolof5ists object �trongly ivhen these are suggested. Thoy 
protest that most UFO w1tnesses appear ta be-perfectly sane. The 
notion d�es hard that a person has to be stark, raving nad to be 
under the illusion that he has seen a flying sauqer and its occupants. 

Let us look at the case for the UFO being an essentially 
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p sychol ogi c al phenonenon . 

One of the nn j o r o c cup at i onal haz ar d s  f o r  the p syc hi atri st i s  
ins ani ty .  Iie ri sk s bec oning enoti onally i nvo l�e d  i� the p robl en s  and 
fanta s i e s of hi s p at i ent s , and eventually l o s1ng hi s r e a s on .  Tho UFO 
l i t e rature abound s with s t ori e s of ufol o g i st s who have suffer e d  
sinilarly . Enthr al le d b y  the t ale s of c ont ac t e e s , �ru s t rat e d  in

.
thei r 

effort s t o  di sc ove r phy s i c al evi denc e t o  b ack the �TH , they be g1n t o  
go t o  p i e c e s .  They c ome t o  bel i eve that the re i s  a va st - c on sp i r ac y  
de signe d t o  p revent them l e arning the t ruth about UF O s �  ��en s one ?f 
the ste adi er pe r s on s  on tho UF O  s c ene somet ino s reve al Sl �n s of th1 s 
wi de sp read p aranoi a , but i t  woul d b e  i nvi di ou s and inp o li t i c  t o  
nonti on any nane s • 

The p e r s e cuti on fant a si e s of ufol oei st s have bcen · ro c o r do d  in a 
nunbe r  of b o ok s , inc ludine wo rk s by St e i g e r  and vJhri t onour ? ( 1 0 )  
Barker , (11 )  Bender ( 1 2 )  and othe r s . C ri t i c al re o. dine_ o f  such b o ok s  
reve al s  sooe o f  the rea son s why suc h inaginine s p rol i f e r at e  in t he 
UFO wo rl d .  I t  i s  seen that many uf ol o g i s t s  l e a d  r athe r dull live s 
an d t&nd to be inaginative and sug c; o stibl e o I n  s one c a se s an intere s t  
in UF O  rep ort s ,  a c r nving f o r exc i t ement and a t a st e  for the nac abro 
c ombine to p r o duc e truly wei r d  re sul t s .  Bende r ' s Kafkae s que story 
of hi s p e r s e cut i on by thr e e  -:oy steri ous , bl ack-c l ad entit i e s i s  a 
not able oxanpl e . 

Thu s  p syc holo g i c al expl anati on s  s e em nore or l e·s s ade quat e t o  
de al wi th c ont ac t e e  stori e s  an d  wi th tho s e  who have rep ort e d  se eing 
UFO s on riw�e rou s  o c c a si on s . Mul ti -wi tne s s  si ght ing s c an be exp l ained , 
in many c a se s ,  by the p r e s enc e a t  the sc one of seme 9�e with a strong 
p er s onal i ty who i s  able to p e r sua de othe r s  pre s ent · ·th nt a l i ght in 
the sky i s  a flying s auc e r , r athe r than a s at elli t e - or hi gh-flying 
a i rc r aft . 

i\ number of s e ri ou s  wri t e r s  on UF O s  have not e d  that the nain 
di ffi cul ty i s  the hi g h  " no i s e  l eve l "  g enerat e d  by tho thou s nnd s  of 
spuri ou s tJFO r ep o r_t s . In o the r wo rds , if the re are re al ly any actual , 
phy si c al UFO s ,  genuine rep o rt s of them woul d have l i ttl e hop e of 
de t e c ti on ar1ong the he ap s of mi staken ob s e rvati on s .  

The re i s  one p o s sible way t o  s ort out the genUine L� O s , i f  the r e  
be any . JJNo ry UF O  event shoul d be pre sume d t o . have a p sycholog i c al 
c au s e  and eve ry -eff ort shoul d be nade t o  find p sychol o gi c al 
explanati on-s whi ch fi:b the de t ai l s o f  each c a s e . I t  i s- al r e a dy ag ree d 
that mo st c a s e s c an be di sp o se d  of in thi s way and explaine d a s  
ni sinterp r e t ati on s , et c . , but o the r s  are �ore diffi cul t o  exp l ai n .  
I t  wi ll b e  s e e n , though , that i n  many such c a s e s i t  c an  be ac c ep t e d  
that the wi tne s s e s  have inde e d  ·se en sonethi ng unu sual , but have 
obvfL ou sly boon g r e atly al ame d or exc i te d  by the exp e ri enc e , thu s  
di s tort1ng and exa e g e r atint; the i r  p e rc ep ti on s  and de s c ri p t i on s  of 
the ob ,j e c t  or phenonenon . By t aking suc h c on s i de rati on s  fully into 
acc oQ�t we have nore c hanc e of i s o l ating the ob j e c t ive c ontent of a 
UFO event from the sub j e c t ive . 

I t  nu st be emp ha si s e d  that thi s ap p r o ac h  i s  not the s ane a s  that 
adop t e d  by many sc ep t i c al· p opul ar sc i enc e pundi t s  and j ournal i st s  of 
insinuating that al l UF O  wi tne s se s  mu st be li ar s  or habitual drunkar d s . 
Even so , many ufol o g i s t s re sent the p syc hol og i c al app roach , be i t  
c rude or sophi sti c ate d , simp ly be c au se they are � pRrt - gf the 
phenomenon them se lve s .  The not i on o f  the UF O s  a s  sp a c e ship s i s  a 
" f r ame of referenc e " ' a s  Kee l  c al l s it . Wi thin a frame of referenc e 
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variou s " g ame s "  can b e  playe d, and Keel ha s di scu s s e d  some of the se 

g ame s at length in a recent bo ok, Operati on Troj an Horse . ( 13 ) 

Many ufologi st s have complained that Operati on Trojan �Ior_§£ i s  

a farrag o  of non sen se arid that Keel ' s a s serti on that uf olo�1 st s and 
UFO percipie nt s  are n anipu�ate � �nto playin� ?i zarre g ruJ� s b y  �01:10 
L1y steriou s  exte rnal f orce 1 s r1 d1culou s . 9r1 t1 c s W?uld f1nd th� s 
bo ok Qore useful if only they w �ul d take 1t le s s  l1terally o  The 
my steriou s f orce s and i nfluence s whi ch control the UF O s - - or at any 
rate the overwhelming na j ority of theB--are simply the f o rc e s  of 

natu�e ,  the linitati o n s  of the hrunan brain, the f al li bi l i ty of the 
hunan sen s e s , and that ready-Bade frane of refe renc e , the :8TH • .  Hhon 
something not readily identi fi able i s  seen in the skyt the fl y1ng 
s aucer fraBe of ref erence i s  available f or perci p i ent s and inve sti e­
ators of the my steri ou s occurrence t o  make u s e  of and to beg i n  
p� aying the UFO gane . 

The p sychiatri st, Thoma s s .  Sza s z , ha s ±NB di scu s s e d  the ide a 
of game p l aying a s a m o del for de scribi ng human relat i o n ship s i n  a 
br oader c ontext with p arti cular ref erence to mental illne s s  and 
it s treatment . �14) S z a s z  make s nany int ere sting p oint s  in develop ­
ing thi s ide a, some of which could v1ell be apiJlie d t o  ufol ogy . For 
in stance, he say s that a g ane can only continue if the � l ayers 
continue to ob serve the rule s G  vfuen everyone start s che ating or 
when the rule s be come generally unacceptable, the game coll ap s e s .  
Howeve r , the plny e r s  ar e still sub j e ct t o  the same nee d s  and de s i re s , 
economic ,  emoti onal o r  whateve r, and a new g w1e nu st be devi se d .  O ne 
can s e c  thi s sort of thi ng app arently happ e ning in ufolog y : the ETH 
game seem s  to be collapsing and the p araphy sical g aoe i s  gradually 
taking shap e . 

The re i s  nothing new , of c our se , in using the game s anal ogy t o  
de sc ribe human behavi our and we nu st b o  careful not to take it too 
f ar. : However it can be u seful i f  we enploy i t  i n  or uer t o  g ai n  fre sh 
in si ght s into the pur suit known a s  ufolo gy . If we vi ew ufology as a 
g ane, then a number of puz zling f actors may be explaine d and wo will 
have a be tter chance of s eei ng the situati on a s  it r e al ly i s. 

The uo st fani l i ar g ane, the n , in the UF O fi eld, i s  the ETH. The 
b a sic rul e s  are fairly sinple. The princip al confli ct i s  bet'"'ee n  t1v0 
si de s - -bel i eve r s ver su s  scepti c s . It i s  the aim of the believer to 
convert as B any s c ep tic s as p o s s i ble to a bel i e f  i n  flyi ng sauce r s .  
Each c onvert score s p oint s ,  but the more highly e ducate d or \vei l ­
known tho c onve rt i s, the hi gher the s core . The aim o f  the scept i c  i s  
t o . wo aken the fa ith of the believers by exp o sing hoaxe s and provi ding 
�ngeni o� s explan�tio� s for �uz zling rep ort s. Naturally, the more 
1mpre s s1ve the s J.. ght J..ng satJ_ sf act o rily exp l aine d i s, the hi ghe r the 
score . 

Lp art from players, g ame s al so have sp ect ators . T he re are 
naturally two kind s of spe ctat o r s, tho s e  who know the rul e s of t he 
game and tho se who don 1 t. The pl aye r s  re adi ly recogni s e  their fans · 
they ref e r  to them a s  " armchair ufo l og i s t s " . A s  f or tho s e  who don ' t 
know the rul e s ,  imagine a sking s o�eone who knew nothi ng about 
fo otball and had neve r seen a g ame b ef ore to write a rep ort of a 
match. The result woul d c e rt ainl y  look p retty silly to a fo otball 
enthu si a st. Yet thi s i s  tho p o siti on in whi ch many j ournali st s have 
been put when commi s si one d to write arti cle s on UFO s. Some of them 
have d one remarkably wel l  i n  the circum stances .  Witne s se s  to tWO s  
are more diffi cult t o  deal with in thi s analogy . They can b e  mer.e 

... 
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p awn s in the gamo o r  they c an g et i nvolve d and j o in in the p l ay , 
u sually on the s i cle of t he beli eve r s . 

I f  we c ontinue t o  e l aborate the nnnl o gy we wil l  s o on s e e  that 

the behavi our of 1v-ine s se s  and inve s ti g at o r s  tend s t o  f all i nto 
def ini t e  p att e rn s and it thu s be c ome s p o s sible t o  nake p r e di c t i on s  
ab out c e rtain a sp e c t s of future UFO ev ent s . For exanp l e , t ake the 
typ i c al reac ti on s  of m o st perc ip i ent s on se e ing the i r  f i r s t  UFO s .  
One r1an who , with hi s \vi f e , s aw r:: s t rang e hove ring o b j e c t  i s  qu?t e d  

a s  saying : " I ' m  n? addi c t  o f  fl ylng . s �uc e r  stori e s .  But
.

I am qu� t c  
c e rtain what m y  w1 fe and I s aw that nl ght • • •  It s e ene d llke noth1ng 
made by nan " , and "My wi fe i s  t renendou s1y . exc i t e d" . ( 1 5) J�nothe r 
typ i c al reacti on· c o�e s at the end of an ac c ount o f  a not very 

� inp re s sive s i ghti ng by p ol i c enen o " Se rg e ant I rwin sai d he had alvrny s  
l aughe d at · the i de a  of flying s auc e r s . But he ' s  not l aughing any 
more . ' I  fe el sure what we saw wa s a flying sauc e r ' , he · sai d " i"J  ( 16 )  

• And f r on anothe r rep ort by p olic er1en : ' ' Sai d 20-yenr s - ol d  P o C . 
Par sonage l a st ni g ht � ' I  have neve r believe d  st o ri e s  about p e op l e  
see ing flying s auc er s but now I have se-en ono ny self ' " · ( 17 )  

Many sinil ar reac t i on s  c oul d be quo t e d .  1-ve c an s e e  fron then how 
readily · the vJi tne s s e s  pl aY the i r  p a rt s · i n  t he UF O  gaJ:ie . l). s s o on a s  
they see s one thing i n  the sky whi c h  they d o  not . unde r s t and they 
abl i gingly ·ac c ept the a s sumpt i on s of the uf ol o g i st s  and c al l the 
p henonenon a " flying sauc e r " , n s  i f  that expl aihe d i t . 

VJe c an thu s  lj re di ct that the sane s ort of thing will happen in 
future UF O . rep o r t s . The wi tne s s e s  1vi ll be . exc i t e d and p robably ne-vrly 
c onve rted t o  be l i e f  in flying s auc e r s  • . Thi s i s  l ikely t o  di st o rt and 
exa g ge rat e th ei r ac c ount s of the inc i dent s .  Furthe r ;  when app roac he d  
by UFO inve ?t ig at o r s the wi tne s se s 1 newly aware of the i r  i gno ranc e of 
the UF O p henori�n on·, wi l l  be r e c e p t 1ve to any i de a s  on the sub j e c t  
whi c h  the inve s ti gat o r s  nay imp a rt t o  then . They . wi ll then p a s s  the s e  
i dea s o n  t o  th? ir f ri end s and s o . involve then i n  the UF O gane . • 

T o  sun up the se ,  admi tt e dly ·ske t c hy not e s e  i f  we take full 
ac c ount of the vari ou s role s unc on sc i ously adopte d by UFO r e searche r s 
and wi tne s se s  and the di- st o rt i on s  of p e r c ept i on c au s e d  by exc i te�ent 

_ and p re c onc ept i on s a s  t o  the .true natur e · o:f UF O  event s , we wi ll be 
be tter e quipp e d  t o  inve sti g at e the nore puz zling a spe c t s  o f  the UFO 
p henomenon . J� so , a nore detache d  att itude on the p n rt ·of the 
inve st i gat o r s ,  reninding then sclve s. not t o  make unwarrant e d  a s sunp ­
t i on s about UFO rep ort s , will he lp . t o  win the int e r e st · of the 
sc ient i f i c  c oTinuni·t.Y when really baffl ing rep ort s c o1�e t o·· li ght . 
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In a lett er publi shed in the Liverpool E ch o  on August 16 tho w i tne s s , Hr 
Vi e S t ephens ,  of 1 2  Mel drum Road, Liverp ool , w rot e : 

At 8 .4 5 p .n .  on Sund� , Au�ust 6 ,  qy w ife and I wore si tt ing in our car at 
the Pier Head w at ching the sunset w hen w o  noti ced a very b right i ri de s cent ob je ct 
st ati onary in the sky at a trenendous height . -le both w at che d it through bino cul ars 
and aft er it had renaine d  in one po sit i on for ab out t hr e e  ninutes i t  veered rapi dly 
in a w e st erly dire ct i on ancl then renained suspe·nde d w i thout noveoent for anothe r  
two Dinuto s . DurinG t he novenent there w as a condens at i on trail sioilar t o  t hat 
cause d  by a j et but a few se conds afte r  it had stmpped · the condens at i on trai l · 
di sappe are d, but W hi l st hovering there appe ared to be red flaoo s  i s suing froo the 
re ar . At three ninutes to nine it spe d rapi dly out of sieht in a w e sterly 
dire cti on .  There was a j et pl ane als o in the ·sky at thi s  t ioe but thi s  w as the 
orthodox ,  e asi ly re cogni sab l e  ob j e ct . . 

�b out 1 2  oonths ag o ,  t oo ,  uy w ife and I saw a sioi. lar ob ject , r.ru.ch l ower 
thi s t ine , hurtling acros s  the sky at treoondous speed for about five s e conds 
before di sappearing froo view . 
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