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(OLOMBIAN  PILOT  BLINOED BY A UFO
By: Joseph M. Buill

A young and inexpenienced flying student of Bogoita,(olombia accomplished
a daamatic and apectaculon landing of his airplane at the {ldorado
Ainpont on May 5th, 1977, What made this particulan landing diffenent
a temponany blindness caused by a dinect encounter with a unidentified
Hying. object,
After a nightmarish flight in a (essna 150 light aincraft which lasted
fon fifty-five minutes, without instuments aboand the aincaaft
openational, over the plaina of Bogota, tha pilo, Marnuel Jose Lopey
Ojeda was guided by radieo and foun other airplanes, which fusnished
him with an escont up to the nunuway of the ainpont,
Lopeg Ujeda was on the verge of crashing into the conirol tower on Hwe
oconsions when atiempiing approaches 2o the central aurway while
auffering a panicial and temponary blindness,
The pilot involved in the incredible experience with a UFU hept not
only the personnel who wonk at the airpoat unden constant stness, bui
also thousands of nadio listeners in Bogota, who began 1o hean the
bavadoast of the experlence as they wera happening duning the full
Fon mone than thiaty minutes, foun single engine aincaaft from the tuwo
achoola of flying, Aeroclub of (olombia and Aervandes under the control
of expert inatructons, "led by the hand” in an unbelievabla flight
safe and sound on the main muwuay at ¢ldorado,
At 9:75 a.m, Manuel Jose Lopez Ojeda, climbed on board the (essna 750
ainplane, negiatry number WK 1164, of the Aenoclub of (olombia Flying
School, After taxiing the plane %o the head of the aurway ai the aispont
The young pilod carried out #wo iraffic pattesn approaches and then
{lew to gone one, which is designated between the villages of Tabio-(hia
and (oda 2o tha noath of Bogoia,
Jn this secton, manked out by the aeronautic authorities as a gone for
maneuvens, Lopez Ojeda began 40 nepeat one after another the maneuvers
of alow flight, atalls with and without the power on and tuana, both
(ontinued on Page 2
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gentle and Light tusns to the night and to the left.
Jt was approximately 10:00 a.m. Jn one of the Light furns towands the
deft the HK 1164~ began o vibrate with great intenaity,
"On coming out of the tuan, the tachometer, ain speed indicaton and
all the inatuments on broad wene showing zeno. Tha plane would not
nespond and it was shaking with great fonce. To the left side J saw
gi&%ﬁ&h%&hﬁ of a gggkgg
This was the initial observation of the airange &}Rtgla
the young pilot, who was besieged by the press neponters minutes after
being led to the clinic o n&.?ﬁ.g;ﬁ#%mﬁqk&}i
whre he uas given emengency attention by Dr. Heanando Silva Monens,
Oh continuing with his account the pilot said: "It was somevhat
&..koghna.ﬁ.b? the aincraft was not responding 2o my movement of the
controls, Jt was at that moment, J began fo feel a LEGEF
my ears and head, M Eigggai wae very
conscioud o h&&fﬁhggi .Bt..?
E%SQ&%EES%E{%EE
moved doun, just below the landing gear of the plane. Jt waa at thie
Lime that aituation goi even wonse for me and for the plane J was
flying. Tt wns shaking with even greater intensity and the controls
were not wonking and the inetmments continued io show gens, but the
plane contirued 2o fly in a circle at the same altitude, J did not
notice ox was unoware of any loas on gain in altitude,” declaned the
was dahing place. "The radio did not function fon several mirutes
and J lost all contact with the tower at Guaymaral®,
"The diameter of the UFQ was approximately 15 to 20 meters,” atated
the pilot on being ashed about thisa detail, "Jt was Like an aluminum
mass" and he nepeated that "it moved underneathen the landing gean
for some thirty 4o forty seconds but that at no time did it make
and declaned an enengency situation,

(ontinued on Page 3
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"Later the UFO moved 4o the froni of ihe plane and that wae when J
began 4o loae my aight, Evenything looked cloudy, Fon just a moment
it seemed J was recovering my vialbilidy but J was thinking 2o
myself that this wos the end for me. Jt seemed 10 me as if T wera
flying over a desert and mountainous gone always in a cincle. The
atrange object disappeaned and J waa Left blind, *
Two iraining planes wens sent from Guaymanal %o the gone indicated
by Lopeg Ojeda, They quichly made aadio contact with him and began
then the rescue flight, Jn addition o the firat fwo alrplanes, Hwo
who smhillfully began to diract the flight of the blinded pilot,
From gone one close to the village of Tabio, whena the HK 1164~
atlll remined flying about, the four instructons began opesation
"Laganillo”, Mearwhile, at the control towen at fldonade and the
Eldonado while the emergency existed,
The aental odyasey involving. tha five aincsaft began at 10,500 fast
altitude not fan from Guaynanal, The instructional phase, began by
attenpting 4o onient, in dinection, pilot Lopey Ojeda, Lo whom at
that moment everything looked the same and whe appecred io be
on sounded as if he wene in a daunken atupon, -
Oh four ocasaions over the airpont of Eldonads, the group of instructons
20 begin about a landing of the HK 1164, which at the time wae
under the control of a blind aviaton,
In fwo of those atiempis, ﬂuﬁgﬁtpbuphnjﬁcmmdg‘
fon dogens of wonkers at the ainport authoalty, who farom the lower
floons of the control tower were obaenving the appaoach maneuvers
of the plane towards the rurway.
Jt was believed, that on those two ocassions that the aircaaft would
overcome when the aincraft passed by and continued its flight
without a definite counse,
The pilot instauctons wene mahing all hinds of attenpie 4o onient
and malniain on counse in the taallic appoach pattesn the young
(ontinued on Page 4
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he was going to die.

Oh the ground, thene had been taken all necessany measuncs for security .
At the head of munway one, and on each one of the faxi ways along the
dlength of the aurmay a fire engine was aeady o follow the trajectony

The traflic patierns, which noanally are made inoaden fo land at this
ainpont were exceeded in all their Limits, In none of the abonted
off towards the aight of the murmy inonder to pass close do the
contaol Lower,

?EEE&E%E&S?.\%E

The momentany necovery of aight, although far from perfect by the pilat
%an?s&hiigﬁn%g
iiiiii pudent distance, in cose of emergency wera
guiding him,
iggkggn{.ﬁl}{?

}trfggilgsk‘gﬂ

N?gh%»?n{&-gii&
tranquiligens fon the neaves, Later the pilot was token to the clinie
was produced in him by a UFO in accord with the chanactenistics
with which thia class of objects has been defined,

Dn. Silva Moneno said after examining the pilot Lopey Ojeda that the
physical condition of the pilot was satisfactony,

The presence of the U0 was not detected by the radans at the ainpont
ggggg Shah%;nbtitﬁn
Lopts Ojue (ontirued on Page §
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Lopeg Ojeda was flying over a negion of many hills which cause
interferences and do noit peanit the nadan coverage. Moreover since
UF0's ane usuwally of an oval fomm, acconding #o moat authonities

and witnesses, they have a very amall surface of neflection,
Never~the-less the workers in the control tower at ldonado are
accusitomed 2o obaerving unidentified flying objects especially on
clean nights and in the majonity of the ocassions when they have been
observed, their presence has not been neconded by the nadan unita,

Ohe of the Aix Taaffic (onirollons, Danilo Zambrano, who has repontly
acen UF0'4 of five diffenent ocassions, on being interviewed by the
press, related: We are very acarstomed to seeing UF0'4 on clean and
cloudlass nights, Twenty days ago (Apnil 16th,1977), J acw one of those
cnaft, which was moving in a zig g taajectony. That same UFO uae
obaerved by the pilot and crew of a jumbo jet airlinen, J could clearly
see that it moved about even with the conirol tower. J estimated that
4t was at an aliitude of about 20,000 feet; then it gained altitude and
colon.”

But that was not the only ocassion fon Zambrano to see a UFO: "Approxi~
mately a month and a half ago (week of Manch 14 =19th, 1977), I aaw

a luminoaity which was moving at a very high apeed from noath of the
clly to the south, That same night, almost at the moment of having seen it
a lady called me by telephone and told me that from her house 2o

the south of the city she had witnessed exactly what J had and that
the UFO had disappeared toward the south. Unly on one ocassion, has
one of these atrange craft been neplstened on the radan here, The
4cneen showed us a blip which in oun language indicates the presence
ef a machine, but it was not a noamal aincrafi of that we ane sune,
Jtmc%ducﬂdw:tcwwh&

Tf,.da,zﬁu Anticle

Mmo&&‘&mm& 2 Marnuel
Lo,




"9 00 AOT WANT TO DI " Faou: Joasph A, Bull
Dialogue Of Lopez With The Towea

The following is the transcription of the most dramatic parts of

the dialogue which unfolded on May 5th, 1977 over Bogotn, (olombia

duning mone than fifty minutes between the young pilot Manuel

Jose Lopeg Ujeda and one of his flying instructors who ims guiding

L apont,

WM&&WWW&aMMM&#

descaibe was coloned by the calm veice of the conirol Zower operaton

at the airpoat and the voice of tha flying inatructon on the one hand

and by the anxiety of the young pilot who through his voice seened

Instaucton: Good, continue tumning to the left, Not so tight. (ome out
of the tunn, Not so much, Noit 40 much, Brning it out, Baing
1t out. Bring it out,

Pilot: Spesk louden, louden, louder. J'm not heaning anything,

Inatructon: Good, Take it easy, oalmly. Don't you wonny, Kesp the
aincraft Like that, Fly atraight. Keep it like that,
We'ae going 1o try another appaoach. Tuan gently’ ' towaad

the aight,
Pilots Luis, J am Leaving you for a moment, J am going o talk %o

o % -

Inetau Buing up the nose, Buing up the nose. 164 Balng up the nose
Gently' bnaing up the nose.

(ontrod Tower: O.K, we have eveaything neady here.

Jnatructon: Baing up the nose, Put the accelenaton ahead, ALL the way,
O.K, perfect. (ontinue - tuaning towand the night gently
You're doing very well, Take it easy.

(ontrol Towen: (onnect. (omnect.

Inetructon: * Perfect, You ane doing it like a champ, Take it easy and
calnly, Keep the aincraft on this counse, We'ne going 4o
attempt io make a broad base line inonder o land at
EAdonado,

Don'# you wonny, Don't talk 40 us if you don't want to
talk but otay on this course. Take it easy and siay,caln

Inetructon: O,K, Now tell me something please. 1647 Say something please.
Don's climb, Don's climb, Don't climb, That will get you
in 2nouble. Drop the nose, Dnop the nose, Dnop tha nose

(ontirued on Page 2
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gentlply, That's it, Like that, Just lithe that, Like 40, Juat
dike g0, Not 40 much, Not g0 much, Pull up the plane, Pull up
the aircaaft, Pull it up, That's perfect. Gendly' . Handle those
controls gentlply, Don't worny, Don't baing up the nose 40 much,
Dnop it a wee bit, Dnop the nose just a bit, Perfect, You're
gaing devinely, You are doing it perfectly, Keep the airplane
on a stmaight course and level, Don't baing up on drop the
nose.

Take it easy, (alnly. Move the mudder very gently, Gently, Take

Lt easy,

OK, 164 Now begin gently a tuan o the left, Gently. Gently,

Dnop 1t a wee bit but just a tiny motion of the control wheel,

Turn to the left, Turn o the other side, You are going to the

aight, Tumn to the left, Tumn 10 the other side. You are turning

| do the aight, Turn 4o the othen side, Tumn toward the side of

your doon,

Inetructons Do hear me?

Pilot:

J hean you but it sounds Like you ane very far away,

Inataucton: Good, But tuan to the left, Not Zo your aight but o youn left

That's it, That'a 1L, Tumn mone, That's it, Gently, (ontlnue
tuming genily, gently.

That's it. Veny good, Very good. Don't climb, Drop it a bit,
Doun, Dnop it.0nop. Dnop, Dnop gently, Just a bit. Push the
ownirol wheel formnd, Push Lt fomvard, Gently, Gently. Take it
easy. Take it easy. O.K, Tumn toward the left a bit. Dnop it
Dnop it, Daop it, Drop it. Daop it,Dnop it.Siraighten out the
plone sownnd the alght, The alght, Stanighien 14 and down, Dasp
it down, Doun atrongly. Doun, Doun, Doun atrongly, Thaoitle back
the engine, Thaoiile back and dnop to the right, Dnop it, Dnop it,
Dnop it, Take it easy, Gently, Push the conirol wheel fomwand
(ut the throttle all the way, Bring back the thaottle Howands
you from fomwand towards you, Towands your sect and tumn to tha
night, Make a sirongen turn to the night, A bit atrongen,
You'ne going along devinely, Make a Litile #uan sironger towand
the aight, Peafect, A bit mone, A bit moneAl bit more to the
alght, Don't tunn o the left, Keep on. That's it, Very good,
Now, you 're doing it perfect. (ontinue in a atraight line and
level, Perfect,

(ontinue on fage 3
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Inataucton: Dnop the nose a bit, Juat a bit. Dnop the nose down a bit,

Pilot:

Jnetacton:

Keep the wings level. Daop the nose a bit,

Penfect. You'ne doing it perfectly. Veay well, Veay well,
Daop the nose mone. A bit mone. Very good. You ara doing L
very well, You ane doing devinely,

How are we coming?

We are going along perfectly. You are doing it all Like J am
telling you, J believe you are going %o land devinely. O.K.

Lopeg, Lopez, instructon Rojas apeahs o him. Listen to ma Rojas says 2o
him, Do you hear me?

Pilods J am Listening to you, Louder, louder, J am confused. J cann’s

Inatructon: 0K, J am going #o apeck louder to you and alowen fo see If
you undersdand better, How ane ygou hearing me now?

Pidots J aan hear you,

Inatructon: Take Lt easy, veny easy, We're going devinely, You ara in

good shape, We are going fo continue on thia counse. You

are going along very well. Now J am gaing o tell you what

e axe going Zo do, Take it easy. Tahe it easy, When we tell

pou, you are going fo tun towand the left, The left ie where
wu have your waich, Take it easy. O.K,

Don'’t dalk #o him all the time.

Very well, (ontinue furning. That's it That's 1, Tumn a bit
mone, You'ne doing very well,

Aelling the pilot to iny moving the head sapidly toward the

Left on touand the right inoader on 40 as 1o mahe a napid

sunn of the head. ...

s, Luis, Luis, turn the aincraft,

0., Daop the nose, Tumn shanpmly #o the left. To the left

ant don'# daop ik, To the left and don't daop Lt, To tha

other side. To the othern aide, To the othen side, That's i,

That way., That's the way. Bring up the nese. Pudl up the

plane, Pull it up, (lmb, (Limb, (Limb,

0K, You'se going in a atraight line, A bit to the aight

To the aight, Now to the right. Doun. Doun sharpmly.

(it the moton, (ut all the power and down do the gaound

Dnop 14, Daop it shanply, To the Left, Down. (imb up
(ontinued on Page 4
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Climb up, (Limh up, (The firat attempted landing ie abontfed)
Second  Attempi
Inatructons (limb up, (limb up, Imposaible. (Limb, (limb, Pull it up, Pull it

up
(ontrol Towen: (ould he land it in the green gone?
No, J believe that's a difficult ansa, J don't know about this case
whers 1L Ls, J see it as difficult,

Jnatructon: How ane you hearing me?

Pilods J am heaning you a bit betten, A Little beiter, J am getiing myself
pulled togethen, I will tay 1o xecover a Uittle,

Jnatructons Perfect, (ontinue flying,

Inatructons You are apeahing nonmally, We ane going o make a amall duan towand
the aight, A amall tumn towand the aight, Peafect, You are doing
very well, Veny well, (ontinue turning o the aight heeping. this
altitude. Keep the nose of the plane level, Perfect, (ontinue
durning do the alght,

(ontnol Towen: We ane going o atiempt anoither approach and iry to see how we will
appacach, :

Inatauctons 0K,

Pilodts Now, J can see the inatrumenis,

Inatructons 0.K, You seen to me very good. What La woun name? Do you nememben
what your name Ls?

Pilots  No. No. No, J don't nemember my name,

Jnatructon; 0K, It doesn't matten, what your name Le, (ontinue on this counse,
Perfect, Very good, The wings level and the nose at thie height,
We are gaing #o land at Eldonads, Don't wonny.

Jnatmucton: Do you ses the gasoline gages?

Pilot: Aauh.ﬂm

Pilots Yes, they ane showing all of them over Zo the right,

Inatructon: O.K, marvelows, Now indeed you are understanding penfectly, J
am going o ask you. J am going 4o apeak very alowly, softly and
alowly inonden ithat you hear me and undensitond me. J am going
40 ask you 2o follow instructions which J will give you,to the
MuWMﬂMwiﬂ&. You do it, You ane going 40 mahke
a .ﬁmb.ﬂhlﬁ. To the left, To the other side, That
Le the aight. Touwnnds deft, Tuan touwand the Left mone, A

(ontirued on fage 5
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little bit mone, Peafect. You are doing very well but do noit maise
2he nose, Daop it, Daop the nose of the plane a bit, Perfect, Very
good, (ontinue on that counse, You ane going very well, Keep the
wings level, To the right, To the right, Perfect, You ane unden-
atanding perfectly, Very well. Very well.
© Pidot:s  Now, J can see the instmments with greater winan claniiy,
Inatacton: OK. Now we ane going Zo try and make « maneuver, (an you inke hold
of ithe ainplane thaottle with your handa?
Pilod: Yes, Yes, J can dp it, J can iny o do L&,
Inatnuctons O.K. Perfect. Now continue on that counse, (ontinue 40 with the
wings ainaight and level, Veny good, You are getting betiern, Perfect,
(ontnod Towens O.K, Luis, Let's dalk mone breifly so that we can coondinate, O0.K,7
Inatructon: Affirmative. Now, the young man Le doing OK, How ans you heaning
me now?
Pilods J am heaning a litile bit betien, J am sesing tha flight inetnments
with greater claaliy,
Instructon: 0K, Would you be able 40 4ee another airplane in faont of you?
9'm going 4o move ahead of you fo see if you can see me; OK.7
Pilot: Practically, J cann't see the gaound but yss J can sea with some
clanity in faont of me. J want o land quickly, J don't want to
Inetmicton: Juat dohe it easy, Don't wonny, Take Lt easy, Nothing, .dbsolutely
going do dny #o land, Don't worry and dake L% easy, _
(ontrol Towen: Luis, heep the conversation mone baief.
Inatmucton: 0K, J am going %o park myself infaont of you and tell me if you
can see me. (ontinue on this counse.J am gaing & gat In fasnt of
wu if you can see me 40 that you can follow me to the mumy O.K,?
Don'% dnop doun, Don't go doun, Not doun. J am coming by the left
side and now J am in faont of you, Do you 4ee me on noi?
Pilots J am irying 4o 4aee a shadow which Ls passing in faont of me,
Inatmucton: Follow i, Follow it, Follow it, Turn towand youn left, Te your
aight, To youn right and follow the shadow, Follow the Shadow,
Pilot:  (ann't you sty closer to me]
Jnatructons Yes, J am going #o be closer £o you, You are going 4o follow tha
shadow in all ite movements until Lt leaves you on the muremy, Ch
the ainstaip O.K.7
Pilods (omnect, (oanect, (omnect,
(ontinued on Page 6
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Pilot:

(ontrol Towers

Pilot:

Page [

Do you have the shadow in aight?

Yes, Yes, Indeed, J am seeing Lt with greater claiity,

Good, 0K, Then follow me.

To the aight Alberto,

Follow the shadow. J am turning towand the alght, Follow tha
shadow, Follow the shadow, Follow it, Follow fumning %o the night,
Do you have the shadow in 4ight?

Yes, Yes, J am seeing it a bit above me, Ji L4 getting away from me.
J have loat alght of it,

Take it easy, Take it ensy. (ontinuk turning 40 a4 you were going,
vey well,

O.K, Now cut the motor completely, (ut the moton off. (ut it, (juit
4t (ut it That's it, That's it (ut 14 (b L4 (ut the mixtura
(ut the mixture, You're on the ground,

énd of nadic communication as Lopeg
had made a safe landing at Eldonade
Alapoat in Bogota, (plombial

(ompliments of : Joseph M, Buill
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