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Thinks

By ALETA FREIMARK
Post-Bulletin Staff Writer

LAKE CITY — Curtis Olson of
rural Lake City didn’t see or hear
anything, but he believes an uniden-
tified flying object landed in his comn
field last week.

While mowing hay Sunday eve-
ning, the West Albany Township
farmer noticed that corn stalks in a
nearby field were damaged. He first
thought it had been dgne by a stray
animal. Upon further investigation,
he found no trace of an animal, but
did find damage the Wabasha County
Sheriff’s Department now calls ‘‘un-
explainable.”

In the corn field, in a circle about
50 feet in diameter, stalks are flat-
tened in a pattern radiating from the
center of the circle. In the center,
some corn is missing, leaving bare
ground, and other stalks are charred.

“It (the corn) looks like when you’
take a hair dryer, and it blows all the
hair from the center,”” accordi
Olson. He said a craft of some
must have landed, ‘but that ether
factors lead him to believe it wasn’t a
helicopter or other type of aircraft.

Also in the field, there are paths
leading from 'the circle to anothér
circle about 18 feet away. The second
circle is about 30 feet in diameter, but
with no charred or bare areas.

Along the paths between the
circles it appears ‘‘people or some-
body walked around,” Olson said,
noting that corn ears are peeled back
and silks plucked or blown from some
ears.

“At first 1 thought it was light-
ning,” Olson said, adding he hadn’t
been in the $eld since the middle of
last week. He said the peeled éars
couldn’t have been caused by light-
ning. “I myself believe we've been
visited . . . other"\people can draw
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UFO sighted

The Martians or aliens from
outer space may have been

sighted Monday

in

Lawrence

County by deputy sheriff Merle

Shoulders.

While Shoulders was out
patrolling Monday morning
about 3:30, he saw some red
and green lights in the sky.

Shoulders said he thought it

was an airplane so he slowed
down, but it looked like the ob-
ject had stopped. Shoulders was
on U.S. 50 at Robeson Hills
when he sited the lights in the
sky. Shoulders said there was
one red and one green light in
the east and one light in the
west.

Authorities from Knox
County, Ind. were contacted but
reported that they had not seen
the lights. Coles County
authorities in Charleston also
reported seeing the lights.

Wabasha County Farmer

UFO Ldtded in His Corn Field

" their own conclusions,” said Olson,
who is marrieéd ‘and has a family. -

Wabasha , County Sheriff Robert
Loechler s4id he doesn’t know what
caused the dafhage or what could
have ‘“positioned the corn in that
way,” but 4dded that “lightning does
funny things at funny times.”

Loechler said a nuclear or combus-
tion engine would have produced
enough heat to char more corn than is
evidenced in Olson’s field. He said he
will not report the incident to UFQ
investigators until after an extension
agent sees the field and offers an
explaination. An extension agent is

* expected this afternoon.

In addition to the damaged corn,
Olson found what he described as a
footprint with a heel about 1%z to 2
inches across and toes totaling about
gix inches agross. He said the foot-
print apparently was not produced by
a shoe, but rather a bare foot — but
not a human foot. He said it doesn’t

look like a print from any animal on
his farm.

Sheriff Loechler said there is

“some kind of mark in the soil”’ at the
site, but that the print appears to have
been made at least a week ago, before
the field was damaged.
. Olson, 26, said he’s never seen
anything like it, but added he wouldn’t
have manufactured a hoax. He said if
he had planned the damage and
someone found out, “I'd have to hang
my head for the rest of my life.”

Olson said he has always believed
that the universe supparts other in-
telligent beings, and that some of
them probably visited his farm.

A neighbor of Olson’s who also
believes Olson was ‘“visited”’ told the
farmer the ‘“beings’ picked his farm
because he is the ‘kinda guy that
would visit with anybody.” Olson
agrees, adding he wishes he could
have talked to the ‘beings’” while
they stopped in his corn field.
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Two different sightings of
“UFOs” led a series of
complaints registered by the
Greene County Sheriff’s
Department over the weekend.

Both reported sightings were
registered shortly after 9 p.m.
on Saturday night. ,

One sighting was reported by
Fred Lammert, Jr., Route 1,
Lyons. Lammert and his sister
observed ‘‘three reddish cir-
cles” for about three minutes
until they disappeared, ac-
cording to Lammert.

Lammert claimed that ‘‘they
couldn’t be airplanes because
they were flying in formation,
slowly.”

Lammert say that the lights
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UFO Sightings, Crime
Reported Over Weekend

travelled in a North-
Northeasterly direction.
‘“My mother was on her way

to Clay City,” Lammert said,

“and when she came home she
said that she had seen them
m'”

Another sighting was
reported to the Sheriff’'s
Department by David Holstine,
Route 2, Bloomfield; near the
Family Drive-In on State Road
231. According to Sheriff’s
Department reports, Holstine
and his family observed the
three red lights proceed in a
North-Northeasterly direction
at about the same time as the
Lamniert report.

- JOURNAL
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UFO citing reported
near New Richland

BY STEVE SCHILD
Staff Writer

Holstine was unavailable for
comment today.

Other complaints registered
by the Sheriff's Department
included illegal shooting,
vandalism and several
burglary, thefts, notably:

A burglary investigated by
Deputy Sheriff Jim Hartsburg
in Lyons. According to Hart-
sburg’s report, five guns, a
microwave oven, and a stereo
system totalling $2800 were
stolen. The burglary took place
on August 24.

Radiators, copper and brass

- were stolen from a junkyard in

Switz City. According to
Sheriff’s Department reports,
A

The Plain Dealer

someone pulled a car alongside
the fence and loaded articles
into it.

A vacant house located one
mile south of Solsberry, was

broken into and robbed, ac-
cording to Sheriff’s Depart-
ment reports. The house was
checked by the owner on
August 18 and he found
everything okay, the report
says. On August 23, when the
house was checked by the
owner’s brother-in-law, several
possessions-including a
refrigerator, a freezer, a wood
stove, carpet from four rooms,
bed and springs, porch swing,
bookcase, nightstand, rocker,
and all lightbulbs-were taken.

CLEVELAND,
October 6, 1979

UFOs are identified

‘SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) — Flying
objects sighted in the area early
yesterday morning apparently were
pieces of a Soviet-made rocket re-
entering the earth’s atmosphere,
officials said.

Several Washington State Patrol
troopers reported seeing large,
airborne objects with three or four
red and blue lights shortly after
midnight.

‘Spokesmen at the Canadian
Forces Base at Edmonton, Alberta,
“arid at the North American Air
‘Defense Command in Colorado
-8prings, Colo., said the object was
“a Soviet-made rocket body, which

An 18-year-old Albert Lea woman reported sighting a LIFO
at about 10:30 p.m. Friday night while driving on Highway 30
about five miles west of New Richladnd. ’

Julie Nelson, who reported the sighting to Freeborn County
authorities at 2:17 a.m. Saturday, was driving back to Albert
Lea with her sister, Sue, and Vicky Harning, Clarks Grove,
after the three had attended a Mankato-Albert Lea football
game in Mankato.

Julie Nelson said the three saw a ‘“‘white light that changed
to red a couple of times,”” about 12 car lengths in front of her
vehicle and about 8-9 feet above the highway. She described
the light as being between six inches and one and a half feet
in diameter and “‘fuzzy around the edges.”

A sheriff’s department report states the light “stayed in
front of the car even when it pulled into the left lane to pass
what she (Julie Nelson) thought was a motorcycle.” Nelson,
the report continues, sped up to try to catch the light, but it
maintained its distance from the vehicle.

:fell,after its orbit broke up.

The light disappeared for “a few minutes at the most,”’
Julie Nelson said, and then re-appeared, she said, “kind of
like a flash, except it stayed.”

“We'd seen tt}e lights for about 10-15 minutes altogether,”
Julie Nelson said this morning, during which time the lights
disappeared ‘‘three or four times.”” About four or five
minutes after the lights re-appeared within four car lengths
of the Nelson vehicle, it disappeared for the last time.

“It‘was just gone,” Julie said.

Julle's‘ls-year-old sister, Sue, said she thought she saw “‘a
space ship down in the ditch” about eight minutes after the
women had seen the lights for the first time. No one else in
the car saw what Sue thought was a space ship.

Julie said there was a noise accompanying the lights that
sounded “like an 80 mile per hour wind.” “We had the win-

dows rolled up and the vents were closed,” Julie said, *
still heard it real loud.” s
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Domed-shaped flying object
reported over county

By Terry Farley /
- Staff writer

A dome-shaped, glowing, color-changing upjden:
Wt was reportedly seen by two
alb County residents, last night just before mid-
night, in the skies east of DeKalh and West of
Sycamore on Route64. = - = ;

Charles A. Weeden, Route 64, first spotted the ob-
ject around 10:30 p.m. while arriving home from
work. Weeden’s attention was first caught by the
brilliant light the object gave off in the star-studded,
country sky: He watched the object for about 15
minutes and then contacted the DeKalb County

Sheriff’s Department, who dispatched Officer Berna
D. VanVlerah to the sighting.

Officer VanVlerah first sighted the object, es-
timated to be more than 1,000 feet in the air, as she
was approaching Route 64 from Annie Glidden Road.
She reported thinking it might be an airplane at first
but after stopping her patrol car and using her field
binoculars, she, ‘‘determined it not to be an airplane.”

Meanwhile, Weeden called his father, Charles L.
Weeden, whose farmhouse is 3 miles away, and he
confirmed seeing the object, but did not go outside to
investigate. 3

Weeden said the light-changing mass would hover in
one place and then move to another place in the sky at

BLCO!FIRLD, IND, = WORLD
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speeds, ‘‘faster than what an airplane could move.”
He said the speed of the object was, ‘‘like moving your
hand in front of your face.”

VanVlerah arrived at Weeden’s and together they
watched the object for about 20 minutes when it began
to move off towards Fairdale in the west.

Rockford Airport was contacted, and they reported
no sighting or anything on their radar. VanVlerah said
that ““it was high enough to be picked up on the radar,
above 1,000 feet.”

She followed the object to the Ogle-DeKalb County
line and contacted the Ogle County Sheriff’'s Depart-
ment, which, due to a mix-up in directions, wasn’t
able to get an officer to her sector at the Route 38 and

Route 72 intersection until the object was out of sight.

Reports this morning from UPI confirm reports of a
similarly-shaped object sighted in Kankakee by half a
dozen telephone calls to Radio Station WKAN in
Kankakee. The times of those sightings were after 11
p.m. last night.

Margie Zozokos, 21, who works at the answering
service for Executive Locater, UFO study center in
Evanston, reported receiving a call of a similar
sighting from Chicago. :

VanVlerah said of the incident, “‘I've never seen
anything like it. I don’t believe in those things. I didn’t
believe it until I got out of the car and used the
binoculars.”

UFO Sightihgs,

l"‘&’ PAGE

Reported Over Weekend

#

'I‘wofdifferent sightings of
“UFQs” led a  series of
complaints registered by the
Greene County Sheriff’s
Department over the weekend.

Both reported sightings were
registered shortly after 9 p.m.
_on Saturday night. e

One sighting was reported by
Fred Lammert, Jr., Route 1,
Lyons. Lammert and his sister
observed ‘“three reddish cir-
cles” for about three minutes
until they disappeared, ac-
cording to Lammert.

Lammert claimed that “‘they
couldn’t be airplanes because
they were flying in formation,
slowly.”

- Lammert say that the lights
travelled in a North-
Northeasterly direction.

“My mother was on her way

to Clay City,” Lammert said,
AN

| “and when she came home she
| said that she had seen them
| m.n

Another sighting was
reported to the ‘Gheriff’s
Department by David. Jolstine,
Route 2, Bloomfield near the

.7 -mily Drive-In on St~g

+231. "According to"She'r%%s‘
| Department ‘reports, - Holstine
and his family observed the
three red lights proceed in a
North-Northeasterly direction
at about the same time as the
Lammert report.
Holstine was unavailable for
comment today.
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Latest UFO sightings have

scientists in a tizzy

By Michelle Stevens

A deputy sheriff in Warren, Minn., reports
}3e was attacked by an ‘‘unidentified bright
light” on an isolated road which left his squad
car smashed, its windshield broken, its anten-
nas bent and its clock and his wristwatch 14
minutes off. ;

Whatever attacked Val Johnson the night of
Aug. 27 also left him with “welder burns” on
his eyes.

Two days later, about 400 miles away, a
motorist in Vermillion, S.D., had a similar ex-
perience. He said he squeezed his eyes shut;
his eyes were not burned.

Chicago area residents also have reported

seeing unidentified flying objects recently.

Two sightings were reported last week near
Kankakee.

UFO SIGHTINGS continue to pour in at a
rate of four a day despite the government’s of-
ficial position that UFOs don’t exist, or if they
do, they're not worth pursuing.

J. Allen Hynek, astronomy professor at
Northwestern University and an expert on
UFOs, says at least 15 million Americans be-
lieve they have seen a “flying saucer.” Most
can be explained as natural phenomena, such
as swamp gas or electrical disturbances or
hallucinations.

“There’s no explaining it,” said Allan

GLOUCESTER, MASS, - TIMES
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Hendry, chief investigator for the Center for
UFO Studies, 1609 Sherman, Evanston. “All
we know is that they [sightings] have never
stopped since 1948, when the government
first began to take them seriously.”

The sightings didn’t cease even in 1969,
when the government decided to end its
“Project Blue Book” study of UFO phenom-
ena. The Air Force, which had been compiling
UFO data for 21 years, closed the book on
UFOs after a group of scientists suggested
that nothing of scientific or military value
could be gained from further study.

BUT HENDRY IS EXCITED about these lat-
est UFO sightings. )

“It’s certainly one of the more striking mys-

teries of the year,” he said after making a rare
personal inspection in Marshall County (Min-
nesota) of the site where Johnson’s car was
smashed by what he described as a “very,
very, extremely bright” light. : '

“Ordinarily, I wouldn’t say something like
that about something seen by a single witness,
at night,” Hendry said, explaining that John-
son is “spoken very highly of professionally.
But this one left some lasting effects.”

The deputy’s car was found sideways on an
{solated road, with the windshield and one,
headlight smashed. The hood bore a small,
round dent. The red light atop the car was
broken, and two spring-mounted antenna
were bent at 90-degree angles.

at long last, a new UFO

By WARREN WATSON

A resident Sunday described it
as a ‘“reddish ball fluttering in
the sunset.”

Twenty-five years ago, another
resident described a similar
phenomenon as a ‘“ball of fire”
moving vertically.

A coincidence? Unidentified
flying objects 25 years apart?

Well, Phyllis Cunningham and
other residents of East
Gloucester are shaking their
heads just as residents were
shaking their heads Aug. 28, 1954,
when they spotted what they

called a flying saucer over Cape
Ann

Sunday around 8:30 p.m., Mrs.
Cunningham of 46 Decatur St.
said she saw the strange object in
the night sky. “It was round —
like the sun. It fluttered. It
wiggled,” she said.

Other residents noted the same
phenomenon, but neither Ralph
Barker of Old Salt’s Weather,
Service nor the National Weather
Service in Deadham had received
any calls.

“Probably a weather balloon,”
said Barker, matter-of-factly
today. ‘“They’re here all the time
and we don’t know it.”

But a spokesman in the Blue
Hills Observatory in Deadham
said he had no record of a balloon
in the Cape Ann area.

Exactly 25 years ago, Barker
also guessed the strange object
was a balloon. But then, officials
said they had no information
about any craft being released
above the area.

Residents said the UFO seemed
about 20,000 to 30,000 feet high and
slightly to the northwest.

Checks with the U.S. Navy and
U.S. Air Force yielded no new
information. Barker was still
shaking his head days later.

Both matters are still up in the
air.




ENNIS, TEXAS - LOCAL
HUREXSEPT, 6, 1979%#%

UFO Damages
Car of Deputy

WARREN, Minn. — A '_J
Brilliantly lighted object that
swept down on a deputy.

sheriff’s car and left the vehicle
damaged and the officer un-

5 Report
Sighti

1gntings
of UFO

Dresser, Wis. —UPI—
Five men claim they saw a
large, football-shaped object
with a brilliant metallic
sheen hover 40 feet off the . = -
ground near here, a UFO field ~ An unidentified flying
jnvestigator says. object reportedly was

Bradley E. Ayers, of the  seen near Dresser, Wis.
Center for UFO Studies in 23
Evanston, IIL, said the sight- Who works at a ski resort. He

i i i igators that the
ing Wednesday morning ap- told investigators '
peared to hold up after inter- Object was six to eight feet in

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration and Grand Forks
Air Base had no reports of air-
craft in the area at the time of

*****SEPT. 9' 1979*******
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conscious remained a mystery. | theincident. “‘But it doesn’t pro- views with the five men. ?x:at?elfgtg{ and two to four feet
Aside from being shockedand | Ve a plane wasn't there,” says wee S8 helr sxperience s he was watching this
sustaining a mild case of | Hj“‘::'y- : “close encounter of the first :'2":18-&"2 dr:s%::%e:ct?jsbé::
@ . S g ohnson, 35, who apparent] d,” because the witnesses I0a eheg o i
e blindn_oss, Deputy i i 2 Y o ently were within 200 field to his right, where it
Val Johnson was in good condi- Was unconscious for about 30 :‘pg:is of{he object finally came to a stop and
tion, three days after the inci- ™Minutes following the incident, Ayers said an unidentified hovered about 10 feet over
dent. It happened early Monday =~ has worked at the Marshall witness was driving north the vegetation,” Ayers said.
on the flats of the agricultural County sheriff’s office 21, about 10:45 a.m. Wednesday While the object was over
Red River Vallev in 'nop- Years. on County Road MM in Os- the field, a passing trucker
i e - 3 P ceola Township, two miles Joined the first witness, Ay-
thwestern Minnesota. Johnson intended to rest at east of Dresser In Polk Coun- ers said, and they watched it
The chief investigator for the hjs home in Oslo, Minn., Thurs- ty, when he saw a dark, climb to about 200 feet and
Center for UFO Studies, Allan day but went to meet with small object above the tree move over nearby East Lake.
Hendry, investigated the case, reporters at the sheriff's office s S prhah e g R e
; : ; alf mile ahead of him.
and at his Evanston, Il1, hea‘\d in Warren. “This small black object nearby gravel pit where he
quarters Thursday, he said “it  «] was pretty down in the moved very rapidly and with- worked, Ayers said. He and
is a most incredible case, and dumps the first couple of days in a matter of seconds had three others watched it come

there are some most unusual
clues,” including the two bent
antennas, shattered windshield,
broken head lamp and a small
dent in the hood of the patrol
car.

“A truly anomalous case,”
said Hendry. ‘“We receive about
1,000 tips of UFOs a year. We in-
vestigate by phone the most in-
teresting ones. But in the event
of an unusual case like this,
where damage is involved, it’s

worth going out to see.”

Hendry said he was intrigued
by the fact there was no
damage to the rim of the
headlamp. Also, the radio
antennas were bent over, but
there was no evidence of paint
marks, and the bugs on them
hadn’t been scraped off.

And the fact Johnson’s
wristwatch and the electric
clock in the car each stopped for
14 minutes heightened the
mystery.

= s 4o g closed to within 200 meters over the gravel pit and climb

afterwards,” the officer said. I of where he was,” Ayers into a clear sky at an 85-de-

thought I was in mental difficul- . said. “Then he pulled his gree angle, Ayers said.

ty. It’s pretty hard for me to Chevrolet Blazer off to the He said there was no phys-

justify, since I work with facts side of the road and got out.  ical evidence of the UFO

and,logic.” Y “As he got out, he had the sighting and no electromag-
P Gt object in view at all timesand netic interference was re-

e

‘l’.

proceeded to see a small disc- ported.

shaped object ... a football- *“At no time did they hear

shaped object with a brilliant any sound, nor experience

metallic sheen.” any physical effects, other
The witness was described than being awestruck by the

as an Army veteran, age 25, experience,” Ayers said.

SOMERSET MESSENGER GAZETTE - SOMERVILLE, N.J.
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Silv'ry and round
L

OMERVILLE — Two borough women who saw somgthmg
hovering above Hamilton Street yesterday morning aren't sure
it was a UEO+Hnidentified Flying Object), but then they're not
exactly sure it wasn’t one, either. :

“Me and my neighbor were outside about a quarter to 11 thl_.‘::
morning and we saw this big round aluminum thing in the sky,
related the woman who phoned the M-G right after their
sighting. _

At first we thought it was a kite, but when it got closer we
saw it was aluminum and round like a bowl, with openings
underneath,’’ she continued. i ‘

The resident declined to give her name, saying with a laugh,
“Idon’t want people to think I'm crazy.” :

No other sightings of any strange objects were reported in the
area yesterday morning, a police dispatcher said.
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Wisconsin UFO gets top rating

DRESSER, Wis. (UPI)—An account
given by five men  who say they saw a
large football-shaped object with a bril-
liant metallic sheen hovering about 40°
feet off the ground near the town will
bp classified as a clase encounter of the
first kind, a UEQ field investigator says.

Bradley E. Ayers, of the Center for

UFO Studies in Evanston, Ill., said Fri-
day after interviews with the five men
that the Wednesday morning sighting
appears to “hold up.”
_ He said thelr “daylight disk” exper-
ience would be categorized as a ‘“‘close
encounter of the first kind,” because the
witnesses appdrently were “within 200
meters of the UFQ.”

An unidéntified “primary witness”
was driving morth about 10:45 a.m. on
Cgunty Rd. MM in Osceola Twp., two
miles east of Dresser in Polk County,

when he saw a “dark, small object
above the tree line on the horizon about
a half-mile forward of his position.”

"“This small, black object moved very
rapidly and, within a matter of seconds,
had closed to within 200 meters of
where he was [in the car]. Then he
pulled his Chevrolet, Blazer off to the
side of the road and got out.

‘““As he got out, he had the object in
view at all times and proceeded to see a
small disk-shaped object ...a football-
shaped object with a brilliant metallic
sheen.”

The witness, described as a 25-year-
old Army veteran, now an employe of a
ski resort, said the object was 6 to 8 feet
in diameter and 2 to 4 feet in height.

“As he was watching this thing,”
Ayers said, “it moved across the road
and descended in a bean field to his

HAGISTER STAR - ROCKFCRD,
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.. and one sighted near DeKalb

SYCAMORE — Both a DeKalb Coun-
ty sheriff’s deputy and a private citizen
reported seeing what they believed to be
an unidentified flying object about 11
p.m. Wednesday.

According to a release from the Sher
iff's Department, deputy Berna Van-
Vlerah was on routine patrol in Clare
when she was told to investigate a
report of a UFO on Illinois 64, west of
Sycamore. On the way to the Charles
Weeden residence, VanVlerah spotted a
strange object with an orange glow.

VanVlerah said that using her
binoculars, she saw a dome-shaped ob-

ject moving across the sky at 20 to 25
mph. She watched for z}bout four

minutes and then drove to the Weeden
home. {

Weeden told the deputy he first saw
the object hovering over the trees near
his resi‘ence. He said he was sure it
was not an airplane or helicopter be-
cause there were no colored or flashing
lights.

Deputy VanVlerah then followed the
object into Ogle County. She contacted
Greater Rockford Airport, but author-
ities said nothing had shown up on
radar. VanVlerah said she was unsuc-
cessful in contacting the YFO center in
Evanston.

VanVlerah said at first she didn't
believe the sight . ‘I didn’t believe it

k]

right, where it finally came to a stop
and hovered about 10 feet above the
vegetation.

“In the meantime, he's going through
all the rational processes, thinking what
it could be .. .all the natural explana-
tions . . .and excluding them. By this
time, he had concluded he was looking
at something totally unique.”

While the object was over the field, a
passing trucker joined the first witness
itg_o::ext'v;%% lft. They watchéd it ascend

abou ‘eet and move over near
East Lake. "

The trucker said he saw the disk
again above a nearby gravel pit where
he worked. He and three others
“watched it come over the gravel pit
and ascend into clear sky at about an
85-degree angle, practically straight
up,” Ayers said.

ILL,

until I got out of the car and used the
binoculars,” she said.

VanVlerah said she followed and

watched the object for about 20 minutes

when it stopped hovering and began
moving to the west. She said the object
was hovering at. about 1,000 feet.

She followed the UFO to the Ogle-
DeKalb county line.

Weeden said while he was watching
the object from his farm it would hover
in the sky for a few minutes and then
move to another location and hover
some more.

When the object moved he said it went
at a speed faster than an airplane.

e
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U.F.O. sighted, makes
contact near Stephen
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begins
for UFOs

By MIKE HALL
Herald-Dispatch Staff Writer
The two girls swore they weren't
as high the bright orange, eight-
pointed star-shaped object they saw

in the skies:over Huntington last |

night. 4t

“I'm always looking up at the sky
for some reason. I said ‘look up
there, 'it’s a falling star',” Cindy
Mills, ;16, of. 2524 4th Ave. said last
night.

The Huntington East High School
student said she and her friend, Ji-
mette Matheny, 15, of 2576 Collis
Ave., were on their way back from a
store run, loaded down with pop
when the late-summer sky above
them was broken apart near 9 p.m.
last night.

“‘She grabbed my arm and said,
‘Cindy. it's not a falling star,” Miss
Mills said. ,

With that. the two girls stood
stockstill along 4th Avenue.

“We kept our eves on it the whole
time. We didn't look anywhere else.*
Miss Matheny recalled.

As thev watched. the object began
to take shape.

“It was a bright light in the sky. it
wasn't an airplane. only light. There
was a humming noise, like a real

loud piercing,” the 15-vear-old said,
making a loud alto hum. a2

SHE SAID she couldn't teli how
high the humming orange object
was.

“It wasn't perfectly round, it had
thingies coming out of it. . .it looked
like legs coming down off it,”” Miss
Matheny said.

The girls said the mystery sky-
sight was highlighted by one orange
light.

“It was two minutes at the most. It
made the noise all the time. Then
boom, it just phfffft. it was gone.”
Miss Mills said.

‘1! about fainted right then and
there. I got goose bumps. Nothing
just vanishes into the air,”" she said,

>

still slightly out & breath and excit-
ed :

Well, folks, there is one thing that
phifffts and vanishes into the air: a
weather balloon.

A call to the National Weather Ser-
vice at Tri-State Airport revealed
that the nightly balloon flight would
have ended about the same time the
girls saw their UFO.

RANDALL HATFIELD, at the
NWS, said that when the balleon
reaches its maximum altitude the re-
flection would a bright yellow-orange
and when it broke apart, it would just
phfffft into the air.

A simple easy explanation right?

Wrong.

A second call to Hatfield for addi-§
tional information sent that reasoé
ing into the stratosphere.

“You know that object you called
about earlier? They saw it in Logan
County,” Hatfield said.

" It doesn't sound exactly the same~
L.

A Logan County deputy sheriff saig,
the report came from Horse Pen
Mountain along the Legan-Mingo

i line.

‘It was a large round object with~
orange and blue lights, moving in-
sort of an oscillating motion. It just.
dropped over the mountain,” the-
deputy said of the report. i

Well, it’s not quite the same, but..
maybe there is something out there,~

-

83 g

About 1:30 a.m. Monday,
August 27, Marshall county
sheriff deputy Val Johnson
had a unique and scarry
experience. The experience
wasé he came head on with
an unidentified flying
object. He first saw a bright
light which was so 'brilliant
it his eyes. Then he
g&he breaking of glass.
‘The inipact bydke ‘a head-
‘ﬁéﬁt lg the car, dented the
hook near the ‘windshield,
broke the windshield and a
flasher light and bent two
antennaes.

A watch worn by Johnson
and an electrical clock in his

cFRETBeEh set at 7 p.m.
when he started working
and upon investigation each
was 14 minutes slow.

After examining John-
son’s eyes, it was said the
burns were similar to that
of ‘‘welder burns.’’.

The Center for UFQ
studies at Evanston, Ill. was
notified and an investigation
notified and an investigator,
Allan A. Hendrey, came to
view the damage and ques-
tion Deputy Johnson. Hend-
rey said the incident has the
best credibility of any UFO
sighting reported this year.

ANOKA, MINN, - UNION
R¥ASEPT, 7, 1979%%#x%

fBoy,lL
'spots UFO

An 11-year-old Anoka boy spotted an

unidentified flying object at 136th and
aylor Street, Anoka, about 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday afternoon last week.

Phil Dorkik, described it
object, high in the sky. “I h:;s)pir::g r:g
!‘ook up at the sky and saw it,” he said

It. was weird and I was scared. The
object was going away from me and did |

not have any lights.”

¢
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UFO’s in area news

By John A. Strand

There’s a fellow in Grafton who really
isn’t too enthusiastic about telling
people what he saw in the wee hours of
the morning on Wednesday. He's afraid
people will think he is crazy or
something.

Although he refuses to let his name go
along with the story, he was willing to
tell it to The Record Friday morning.
And, to further clarify what he was
trying to describe this fellow drew a
picture of the object he saw in the air at
about 1 a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 29.

Relatively unwilling to call it an
unidentified flying object, a UFQ, he
did say he had never seen anything like
it in all his years. And quite certain it
was not your ordinary plane, for that is
what it resembled, he said he could be
mistaken about the whole affair. Or at
least about what he saw, anyway.

The man lives near Central High
School in Grafton and swears that at 1
a.m. Wednesday, in the dead of night,
he noticed a rather unusual plane flying
over the north side of the city,
somewhere over the water tower. He
watched it with curfosity, and then the
next day after reading about an
encounter with a UFO in nearby
Minnesota, he really began wondering
about what he saw the evening before.

“1 knew nothing about this deal,”” he
says. “That is what got me going. I
didn’t hear any engine noise at all. It

just looked like a plane going in for a
glide or emergency landing at the
airport.”

But then he began to wonder. “It
came from the east, and you'd think it
would make the fastest approach
possible. But then it swung around and
went back east again.”

He was near downtown Grafton. The
plane, maybe 1,000 feet in the air, had
no engine noise whatsoever, he says.

And that isn’t the half of it. For it did
not look like your basic, ordinary small
airplane. It had two big lights — red
ones, one on each wing, that did not
blink but instead were solid beams —
and it had a solid bright white light
under the nose of the plane.

The plane was larger than a Cessna
172 and it had a wide wingspread and
tail section. ‘‘And the body in the center
was too stubby.”” He watched it for less
than five minutes, hesays. >

There was no engine noise and it flew
in a “nice , beautiful glide. Nothing
rough, juststable. . .”

No one else saw it, at least that he
knows of, and the first thing he did was
go tell his son-in-law about it. “‘I didn’t
see any propeller at all and didn’t see
any landing gear. I'd even take a lie
detector test if  had to,”” he adds.

The Grafton airport reported that
they knew of no emergency landing at 1
a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 29. They did not
have agy record of anybody flying that
late and on that specific evening.

- RFECCORDER
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More Strange
Lights Seen
In Loga

For the seconé: ni
strange lights have bnghtened
the skies and widened the eyes
of area residents. ;

Yesterday at 7:45 p.m., a half
dozen people told The Recorder
of a mysterious, green light
arcing in a fall across the
eastern skies of Porterville.

Sunday at about 9:45 p.m.
Randy Mullins described the
same phenomenon occurring
over Frazier Valley.

All agreed there was
something weird about the
lights.

“It started out too low to be a
falling star, but was too high to
be just a kid’s roman candle,”
said a lady from Strathmore
who thought Monday’s light

‘may have fallen around that

area’s memorial building.

She, neighbors and relatives
said it made no sound and as to
size was perhaps ‘‘twice the size
of a basketball.”

Tom Leasure, residing on E.

‘Morton, described the same

light at the same time Monday
night, but thought it may have
fallen in the foothills.

Sunday, Mullins 3aid he went

.on a search in the Frazier

Valley area he considered it

‘may have fallen into (about 10

miles northwest of River Island
Golf Course), but found nothing.

In_ light of recent UFO en-
counters in other states, he felt
compelled “to tell someone.”
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Object

By JACKIE FEAGIN
News Editor

Reports of a large, white glowing object in the skies
over southern St. Johns County touched off an in-
vestigation here Saturday.

Acting Sgt. Herbert A. Greenleaf said a 21-year-old
man reported Saturday afternoon — after seeing a
television account of a Marshall County, Minn., deputy
sheriff’s sighting of an unidentified flying obaect —that
about 12:30 or 1 a.m. Saturday he and his wite saw a
white-colored object in the sky, passing about 200 yards

west of their home, located three miles south of the
U.S. 1-SR 206 intersection.

THE OBJECT WAS DESCRIBED as egg-shaped
with a large dome on top and a smaller dome on the
bottom, and it dimmed and brightened as it moved
through the sky on a straight line, at an estimated
altitude of one-half mile, the man told Greenleaf.

According to the witness and his wife, they watched
the object for several minutes, from windows in their
home. They heard no noise from the object, but a
neighbor’s dogs began barking ‘‘wildly,” they said.

In Sky Sparks Probe

The couple reported experiencing problems with an
electric clock and fan, which they said kept going off
and on during the time the object was visible to them.

THE YOUNG MAN SAID he decided to report his
sighting after seeing a report telecast by a Jackson-
ville station, about a deputy’s UFO sighting in Min-
nesota.

Greenleaf said he contacted Station WTLV and was
advised their report was that a deputy there has
wrecked his car and was burned, but not as a result of
the wreck, after sighting a large white glowing object.

Meanwhile, Deputy Greenleaf said a woman who
wished to remain anonymous reported she saw a
round, bright white object in the sky southbound near
U.S. 1, about 12:15 a.m. Saturday. She said the white
object appeared to drop a bright red object, which
dissolved into the air over the area south of St.
Augustine.

Greenleaf said he contacted sheriff’s departmentsin
surrounding counties and was advised by the Putnam
County sheriff’s office it received two reports of
UFO’s, but considered one unfounded. The other was a
report of flashing lights east of Hastings.

DELPHOS, OHIO - HERLAD
WRHSEPT, 1, 197Q%##k%k%ksk

" A UFO in Putnam County?

Some people believe in Os. At 12ast, som: northern Putnam
County residents claim they sawa UFO recently near Pandora.

Craig Gieger of Rt. 1, Pandora told the sheriff’s department that
he and his aunt, Anna Suter, had observed a UFO for several hours
last week.

Gieger said they saw a bright yellow light in the vicinity of Road O
and Road 3 northeast of Pandora and watched the'object for several
hours before it flew off.

He said the UFO appeared stationary for a short time over the
interzgction and then moved west and upward and finally disap-
peared.

Baffled, I'm sure they were. They watched the UFO several hours
before calling the sheriff’s department. What could the sheriff do‘?I
Hop aboard? .

CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER - OHIO
#HHUFURXGAPT, 22, 1Q7Q*%Hiriwdk

UFOs seen in W. Germany

INGOLSTADT, West Germany (AP) —

'Bavarian police yesterday reported independent
sightings by about 10 policemen of what they
said were three unidentified flying objects that
‘hovered silently near this central Bavarian city,
'then rapidly disappeared from sight.
' Workers at a local Audi-NSU car manufac-
‘turing plant first spotted the objects, police
said. “They were very big and beamed bright-
ly,” police quoted eyewitnesses as saying. “They
flew very fast and without engine noise. In
'doing so, they flickered yellow and red.”
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| Low-flying
- UFO was
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Rancher discovers
mutilated heifer

WALSENBURG — Reporting
Saturday on the discovery last
week of a two-year-old mutilated
Hereford heifer, area rancher Jack
Brubaker commented, “In my
more than 50 years of cowboying,
I've never seen anything like it."”

Brubaker said some type of
sharp instrument had been used to
remove the anus, rectum, sex
organs, udder quarters, tongue,
right eye and ear. Brubaker said
there was no blood and he theorized
that the apimal's body fluids had
been drained. He commented that
there weré o blow flies or maggots
on the capeass, and that neither
coyotes ner buzzards had touched
the animal.

Foremamof the T.1. Welch Ranch
three milés south of Walsenburg,

Brubaker found the animal while
riding the south pasture. The $500
heifer was owned by Dick Clennin
of Rye, who is leasing the ranch.

Brubaker said he found tire
tracks near the dead animal but no
footprints. Prior to his finding the
heifer, neighbors reported seeing a
light blue pickup traveling up and
down the day before on that section
of Interstate 25 which forms the
west boundary of the ranch.

The heifer is the third animal
found mutilated in Huerfano
County this year. The other victims
were valuable bulls. Also under
investigation is a possible
mutilation of a cow which had
given birth to a calf a short time
before it either died . or was
killed.O

MILWAUKEE JOURNAL - WISC,
FHERHAUG, 22, 1979%st%dkkks

Space Metal Found

10

La Paz, Bolivia —UPI—
Two light metal discs, be-
lieved to have fallen from
space, have been found in
southeastern Bolivia by farm-

ers, a La Paz newspaper has
reported. An official said the
objects might have belonged
to a third stage of an uniden-
tified rocket.

OSHEKOSH DAILY NORTHWLESTERL = WISC,
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( Ad gimmick brings UFO reports

Several persons called the
Wittman Airport control
tower Friday night about a
UFO flying over Oshkosh.
However, it turned out to be
an advertising gimmick.

A spokeman for the control
tower said an Oshkosh cock-
tail lounge was advertising it-
self by using a Cessna 150

336 e S0

plane with a grid attached to
its bottom. The lounge’s mes-
sage appeared across the
lighted grid while the plane
flew about 2,000 feet over the
city.

The plane has been spread-
ing the message since the Ex-
perimental Aircraft Associa-
tion Fly-In began last month,
the spokesman said.

likely planes
By Dick Ulmer
Outstate Nebraska Bureau

SUTHERLAND — A UFQ

sighted last week near the Ger-
ald Gentleman power plant
may actually have been two
military aircraft engaged in a
refueling procedure.

Harold Hitch, superintendent
of the Nebraska Public Power
District plant at Sutherland,
said he received reports of the
UFO from 10 employees. It ap-
peared low in the sky north-
west of the plant last Thursday
between 11:15 and 11:45 p.m.
and “didn’t act like a normal
airplane,”  employees told
Hitch.

But a Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration official in Nosth
Platte said Tuesday that the
object possibly was a KC135
military tanker refueling a C5
cargo plane in mid-air.

In a telephone interview,
Hitch said workers at the plant
saw the object from two differ-
ent vantage points. They re-
ported that it looked somewhat
like an airplane, but seemed to
be flying too low and too slow,
he said.

According to Hitch, some
NPPD employees estimated
the UFO to be about 1,000 feet -
off the ground. “And planes
usually don't fly that low over
power plants at night.”

Robert Pease, an air traffic
control specialist at the FAA's
North Platte office, said a re-
port of the UFO from power
plant workers was logged at
about midnight Thursday. The
FAA doesn’t have a radar unit
in North Platte, so the Denver
air route traffic control center
was notified, Pease said.

Denver radar indicated that
a C5 and KC135 “were in the
(Sutherland) area at the ap-
proximate time (of the UFO
siting),” Pease said.

Told of the FAA’s findings,

. Hitch said that lights on the

power plant’s stacks “might be
a good landmark for two air-
craft to meet at out here in the
middle of nowhere . .
probably what it was.”

. that's H
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Chronicle of a U.F.O. Sighting:
Investigation Leading Nowhere

fessor of space science and astro-
physics at Stanford University,
circulated a questionnaire to
2,611 astronomers asking them their
sources of information on unidentified
flying objects and whether they be-
lieved the subject ‘‘deserves serious
scientific study.”
He reported that 1,356 replied, of

IN 1975, Dr. Peter A. Sturrock, pro-

whom 23 percent said ‘““certainly’’ 1l:

E.Q.’s merit such study. Another 30
percent said “probably’ they do, 27
percent said ‘‘possibly’’ and the rest
said probably not or certainly not. Of
those who replied, 2.5 percent re-
quested anonymity.

It was a suprising result, since it was
— and still is — widely believed that
only a small percentage of scientists
regard U.F.0.’s as demonstrating any-
thing more significant thah the fallibil-
ity of human observation.

Nevertheless, Dr. Sturrock and a few
others — notably Dr. J. Allen Hynek —
have continued to champion the legiti-
macy of U.F.O. investigations. Dr.
Hynek, a, professor of astronomy at
Northm}em University in Evanston,
Ill., operates a clearinghouse for
U.F.O. reports. It circulates a publica-
tion entitled “International U.F.O. Re-
porter.”

‘“There is a sense,’”” Dr. Hynek has
written, “‘in which each age is ripe for
breakthroughs, for changes that were
not only impossible but even frighten-
ing when imagined in an earlier age.
The U.F.O. phenomenon may well be
one such challenging area of interest
even though it is seemingly out of place
in our present world picture — as in-
credible to us as television would have
been to Plato.”

Typifying those of the contrary view
is Dr. Carl Sagan of Corhell University,
who argues that U.F.0.’s are puzzling
only because they have not been ob-
served adeq:ately enough for identi-
fication. He has long argued that intel-
ligent life probably exists elsewhere in
the universe, but that there is no evi-
dence to associate U.F.0.'s with such
life.

No one knows exactly how often
someone looks up and sees an object
that is unidentified and flying, and
many times such U.F.O. sightings are
reported. Some estimates put the num-
ber at 600 a year. They vary from lights
in the sky to humanoids allegedly de-
scending from ‘‘flying saucers” in re-
mote areas.

This is the story of one sighting, and
the events which followed it.

ByMATTHEW L. WALD

STAMFORD, CONN.

ARY HULL was having an af-

ter-dinner cigarette on the

tio of his in-laws’ north

tamford home at 11:10 P.M.

on July 27 when something made him

look over his shoulder at the northwest-

ern sky. Shining bright enough to be

seen through the treetops was a cherry-
red ball.

“It was inordinately bright,” said
Mr. Hull, 28 years old, who had never
seen anything like it in the years that
he lived in an eighth-floor apartment
with a view of the planes approaching
Westchester County Airport, or when
he floated through the air as a Skydiv-

er.

The pulsing ball moved and ap-
peared to hover over downtown Stam-
ford, to the south. Mr. Hull walked
down the driveway to an open field to
get a better view.

As he watched, four distinct white

flashes appeared. ‘‘It looked like some-
body sticking a hand out of an airplane
dropped four firecrackers,”” Mr. Hull
said. -
He ran inside to get his family. “It
looked like a red ball,” said his 5-year-
old son, Andy, more than a week later.
At the time he asked, “Is that Super-
man?”’

Then the tall moved off to the north,
diminished as if it were going straight

up, and disappeared. That was at 11:19.
Mr. Hull, like about a dozen others in
Stamford, called the police. It seemed
to be the right thing to do, he said.
Simultaneously, a few miles to the
west, Housein Naraghi saw a red flash-
ing light north of his house. He watched
the object discharge three or four fire-
cracker-like objects before it turned
white, got dimmer, and slowly' moved
north and disappeared. Then he called
the police.
aree and a half miles to the north,
Peter Cavana and some guests at
his home looked up some time between
11 and 11:30 and saw a red light that
seemed to be bright for three to five
seconds, dim for one second and then
bright again. It was to the northeast,
it turned white before dimming
anﬁ disappearing. They, too, called the
ce.

On duty at the desk was Sgt. Harold
Westerfield, who said that depart-
ment usually receives three or four
such calls a year. But to the suprise of
some of the callers, most of whom did
not leave their names, he was sympa-
thetic.

‘‘Sometimes I feel Uncle Sam has
things going on that he doesn’t want us
to know about, and they are explained
as U.F.0.'s,” said Sergeant Wester-
field, an eight-year veteran of the force
who was an Air Force meche=ic for
four and a nalf years. ‘I saw one once,
two years ago, early in the midnight
shift,” he said. “‘I saw a group of people

standing in the street, looking up.
There was a single white light, zigzag-
ging in an erratic manner.”

The investigation was under way.
Sergeant Westerfield put out a call on
the police radio and Officer Joseph C.
Chovit answered it, interviewing wit-
nesses at the three houses. With some
police-style incongruities — the sight-
ings were referred to as ‘‘complaints”
and the officer’s report duly noted that
there was ‘‘no arrest’’ — Officer Chovit

recorded the impressions of the wit-
nesses, asking them to compare the
size of the object they had seen with an
object held at arm’s length. At the
Naraghi home it was likened to a fist;
Mr. Hull said it was the size of a quar-
ter.

“All agreed to sighting and all ap-
peared sober and intelligent,” he wrote
of one household. ‘‘Has no idea what it
was,’”” he wrote at another. ‘‘Maybe
U.F.0.”

“l only investigated it,”” Officer
Chovit said later in an interview in the
records room of the Stamford Police
Department. ‘‘I came to no conclusion.
It’s a 50-50 shot. It could be a Govern-
ment thing, or it could be extraterres-
trial.”

‘““Right," said Sgt. Thomas A. Lom-
bardo, the records supervisor, who was
listening. “‘And when it landed, what
got out, Martians or Chinese Commu-
nists?’’ Sergeant Lombardo quickly re-
called an earlier U.F.O. rt, by a
city garbageman, who had actually
spotted the planet Venus rising just be-
fore dawn.

But the Stamford police, facing a
busy but not hectic Friday night, con-
tinued the investigation.

“If it looks like anything of sub-
stance, we'll follow up,” said Sergeant
Westerfield. The procedure ‘‘depends
on who is working the desk and what
his knowledge of local facilities is, to be
honest,”’ he said.

In this case, the department started
with nearby Westchester County Air-
port, then Bradley International Air-
port, in Windsor Locks, Conn., and
Bridgeport Airport. Westchester re-
ported 10 or 11 planes in the pattern
during the period, an unusually large
number for that hour, but neither West-
chester nor the other airfields spotted
anything unusual on their radar

screens.

According to aviation and U.F.O.
specialists, this may not be conclusive,
since Federal Aviation Administration
regulations do not require all aircraft
to report their position to air traffic
controllers, and because airport radar
relies heavily on transponders aboard
commercial and military craft, which
pick up the microwave signal and send
it back enhanced, complete with data
on identity and flight path of the plane.

Sergeant Westerfield also tried the
police departments of neighboring
towns and was told that a Darien offi-
cer had seen what he described as a
‘“parachute flare” on the northwest
side of town, which abuts Stamford.
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United Press International

This unusual cloud formation resembled a fleet of flying saucers

Still drawing a blank, the Stamford
police called the nearest Air Force
base, Maguire, which is in New Jersey,
16 miles south of Trenton. The call was
made by Sgt. John Dugan.

Sergeant Dugan, who had spoken to
some of the witnesses, was impressed.
“I never really believed or disbelieved,
but I believe they saw something,” he
said. But when he reached the duty offi-
cer at Maguire, “He didn’t especially
séund excited.”

In fact, it was there that the forward
movement in the investigation stopped.
It has not restarted, and is not likely to
advance much.

The Air Force base, like the Stam-
ford police, has a policy to deal with
U.F.O. calls, but it varies with the offi-
cer on duty. Callers are always re-
ferred to one of eight civilian U.F.O. or-
ganizations, with the choice depending
on the officer.

In the words of a Pentagon spokes-
man, ‘“We got out of the U.F.O. busi-
ness on Dec. 17, 1969.”’ That marked the
end of Project Bluebook, an investiga-
tion dating back under various names
to 1948, and covering 12,618 reported
sightings. Most were found to be con-
ventional aircraft; some were weather
balloons, satellites, planets or meteoro-
logical phenomena such as lightning.

Some 701 remain unexplained, but
the Air Force, backed b{ a panel of
civilian experts, does not feel that they
or more recent sightings merit further
study. Both the Air Force spokesman
at the Pentagon and the one at Maguire
keep handy at their desks a summary
of the report which explains why:

“‘The decision to terminate the study
is based on three conclusions. One, that
no U.F.0. that had been reported, in-
vestigated and evaluated by the Air
Force has ever given any indication of

a threat to our national security.

‘““Second, no evidence submitted or
discovered by the Air Force that sight-
ings characterized as unidentified rep-
resented any technological develop-
ment or principles beyond the range of
present-day scientific knowledge.

“Third, there has been no evidence to
indicate that sightings characterized
as unidentified are extraterrestrial
vehicles."’

The Air Force spokesmen said they
knew of no Government agency that
was investigating U.F.0.’s.

In the case of this sighting, Sergeant
Dugan was referred to a privately
funded group in Seattle called U.F.O.
Reporting Center, which has 12 staff
volunteers. Robert Gribble, a retired
fireman who is the director of the cen-
ter, was given an outline of the inicident
and told how he could obtain a copy of
the four-page police report, complete
with the names and phone numbers of
the witnesses.

Mr. Gribble said that his organiza-
tion had sent a letter to the police re-
questing the report, and that investiga-
tors would call the witnesses and ask
for more details.

The witnesses and the police specu-
lated about what the object was. “It
could be a joke,” said Officer Chovit,
who theorized that a prankster in a
light plane could have dropped *‘a regu-
lar 15-minute traffic flare and some
firecrackers,"’

But Mr. Hull argued that its move-
ments were too deliberate for that. Wit-
nesses also ruled out a helicopter, be-
cause they said the object made no
noise.

The unofficial police theory of a Gov-

--ernment test is rejected by an Air

Force official. ‘‘We own millions of
square miles out west if we want to test
something,’’ he said.

Now the witnesses are wondering,
just a little self-consciously. Mr. Hull, a
sales representative for a distilling
company, said he will wonder “‘until
I'm no longer here’’ what he saw, but
doubts that the authorities will carry
the matter much farther.
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Deputy’s close encounter
draws queries

i - i ade
This photo of the stricken patrol. car was m
by Marshall County Deputy Sheriff Everett' Doo-
little about 3 a.m. Monday — about 40 minutes

after Deputy Val Johnson called for help after

by T
By Jim Durki
Herald Staff Writér

Shortly before 5 p.m. Thursday, a
rerun of the science fiction serial
“‘Star Trek’’ was playing on a color
television set in the dispatching
room of the Marshall County
Sheriff’s Department.

“It’s just a coincidence,’”’ said a
deputy when asked about the TV
program.

Spaceships and unidentified fly-
ing objects have been the main item
of conversation at the department
since Deputy Val Johnson was at-
tacked by an ‘‘unidentified thing”’
early Monday morning.

Johnson was on patrol about 10
miles west of Stephen, Minn., when
he spotted a bright beam of light ho-
vering above Highway 220. He
drove toward the light, but when he
got within about 1% miles of it, he
said, it became ‘‘aggressive’’ and
“‘attacked’’ his car.

. » 'v " . g . The
being “attacked” by an unidentified objgc}.
phot% was made as a part of the sheriff's de-
partment’s investigation.

The 35-year-old deputy suddenly ! in the car had stopped, unexplain-

heard breaking glass and the inside
of his car became filled with white
light as the “‘thing”” came at him.
After that, Johnson can’t re-
nember what happened in the next
39 minutes.

When he came to, he called on his
radio for help. Minutes later he was
taken by ambulance to the Warren
Hospital where he was treated for
burns to his eyes and a bump on his
head. :

A headlight on the partrtl car had
been broken. There was a dent on
the hood of the car, the windshield
had been smashed and a red light on
top the car was broken. Two spring-
mounted, steel antennas, which
stuck above the car, were bent.

Johnson’s wristwatch and a clock

CON'T ON THE NEXT PAGE

ably, for 14 minutes.

Al Hendry, chief investigator for
the Center for UFQ Studies in
Evanston, Ill., was called. He ar-
rived in Warren Tuesday morning
to investigate.

_ A case like this comes along one
u'm.e in a thousand reports. We're
giving it special attention because it
Seems so solid,” Hendry said
Thursday.

Other people are giving it special
attention, too.

SKHERIFF Dennis Brekke and his
staff put in a hectic day Thursday
being interviewed by reporters
ertm across the United States and
other parts of the world.

“I got a call at home this morning
a little after 7 from someone in Lon-
don, England, who wanted informa-
tion about what had happended,”’
Brekke said. He estimated his of-
fice had received an additional 50
telephone calls from reporters dur-
ing the day.

13
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“We've gotten calls from The
Star in New York, National En-
quirer called us from Florida, and
people from Chicago, Minneapolis,
Wisconsin ~— all over — have
called.”

““Two phone lines have been lit up
all day,” said Deputy Everett Doo-
little. ‘It went crazy. It was wild.”

The two men said there also had
been camera crews from five tele-
vision stations at the office doing
stories.

“I'm getting behind in my job. I
haven’t been able to get much work
done all day,”” Brekke said.

Johnsen, who has recovered from
his injuries and is back on the job,
admitted Thursday evening that he

was tired. He had spent the day ca-
tering to media people — posing be-
fore cameras and telling about the
incident over and over.

“I had no idea it would blow into
something like this,”” he said.

Neither did Brekke.

“‘When we put out the story, our
intention was to satisfy our local
people so they would know what had
happened. Val is a good officer.
There were all kinds of rumors

going around and we just wanted to
ell what actually happened,” he
said.

““We wanted show our support for
Val and back him up. We didn’t
want somebody coming up with a
cock-and-bull story that wouldn’t be
factual,”” Brekke said.

“I don’t think people around here
— at least not the people in Mar-
shall County — think we’re a bunch
of nuts. Of course, there are always
a few people who will think that

way, but most people don’t.

“The fact that Hendry handles
thousands of calls a year and came
out here and didn’t think we were

all squirrelly, that says something
for us. -

“Val’s a very sound officer. We
believe him. We've got something
that happened and we investigated
it. We gave out all the facts we have
and that’s all we can do. Eventually
it will blow over and things will get
back to normal.”

IRON RIVER PIONEER - WISC,
HHRBHSEPT, 13, 1979%*itskitis

How about that northern
Minnesota deputy sheriff who
appeared on ‘‘Good Morning
America’’ claining that his
squad car had been damaged
by a U.F.O. and that he
sustained injuries to his eyes
from viewing a super bright
light? The government is in-
vestigating and there are
claims of other sightings in
the area. Wouldn’t it be nice
if they were able to get a
clear sighting" with a good
picture instead of stories,
time lapses and stopped
watches and instruments? It
would have to be someone

else, not me, curious as [ am.
Don’t you think they are pos-
sible? So many of the fright-
ening science fiction comics
with their improbable devices
have become realities - why
not flyilng saucers? If we are
able to go to the moon and
our eafth is only one of the
smaller planets, then why
couldn’t someone from some
as yet unknown planet come
and visit us? Well, I would
like to be able to show hus-
band a real flying saucer
some day just to prove to him
that they do indeed exist!

LACROSSE TRIBUNE - WISC.
##XSEPT, 7, 1979%*kiesksksiiik

“Unidentified flying object is reported near La Farge

LA FARGE, Wis. — An uni- lights alternating betweer bright A spokesman at the Federal that the object seen by the La
dentified object was reportedly and dini. Aviation Administration office Farge family could have been a
sighted in the sky near here  “It was sort of like it was dan- 3t the La Crossé Municipal Air- planet low on the horizon. He
about 10:30 p.m.: Thursday. gling on a string, with the lights port said his office had no re- said atmospheric conditions

darting back and forth,” Mrs. ports Thursday of unidentified sometimes make low-lying pla-

John and Barbara Madden : : : 3
Gl s Jaohr? 3‘_” 133_ T Madden said. objects in the sky. nets appear to brighten and fade

ported to Vernon County Sher-
iff’s Department officials that
for more than an hour they
watched a circular object in the
sky. They said the object had
colored flashing lights that were
visible from their rural home,
about two miles east of La
Farge.

Mrs. Madden described the
unidentified object as round
with bright flashing lights in the
center and winglike appendages
extending to the sides. The ob-
ject, she said, appeared to move
in an undulating motgon with the

0

She said her husband was first  The spokesman said, however, in intensity.

attracted to a disturbance out-
side when a neighbor's cows
began to bellow and the Mad-
den's:dog began to howl.
Madden said he first searched
the ground outside in the dark,
then looking upward and sighted |
the object in the sky.

The Vernon County Sheriff's
Department received a call from
the Maddens and sent a car to
the farm to investigate, but offi-
cers did not see anything, ac-
cording to a department spokes-
man.
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by Jerry Sondreal

LAST WEEK, I DON'T remember the day, my
almost nine year old son walked from his bedroom about
11 p.m. to report he could see funny lights outside his
window. I was skeptical. With kids dreaming and
fighting off monsters all night, it is difficult to become
very concerned about youthful observations.

The full moon last week played havoc with many
persons lives particularly those who suffer personality
changes while they are under control of the full moon or
suffer loss of sleep.

United Press International reported last week that
five men, employes of Trollhaugen, saw a large “football
shaped object with a brilliant metallic sheen’” hovering
about 40 feet off ground near Dresser.

Bradley E. Ayers of the Center for UFO Studies in
Evanston, Ill., said the Wednesday morning sighting
appears to hold up after interviews with the five men.

He called the incident ‘‘a close encounter of the
first kind”’ because the witnesses were within 200 meters
of the UFO.

The primary witness was driving north about 10:45
a.m.on CTH MM in the town of Osceola, two miles east of
Dresser when he saw a “‘dark, small object above the
tree line on the horizon about a half mile forward of his
position.”’

This small dark black object moved very rapidly

and within a matter of seconds had closed to within 200
meters of where he was (in the car). Then he pulled his
Chevrolet Blazer off the side of the road and got vut.

CCLO,
G e o 1A

STERLIIG,
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Logah County Sheriff’
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As the observer got out, he had the object in view
at all times and proceeded to see a small disc-shaped
object . . . a football-shaped object with a brilllant
metallic sheen

The witness, described as a 25 year old Army
veteran who works at a ski resort, said the object was six

to eight feet in diameter and two to four feet in height. As’

he was watching this thing, it moved across the road and
descended in a bean field to his right, where it finally
came to a stop and hovered about 10 feet above the
vegetation.

While the object was over the field, a passing
trucker joined the first witness in observing it. They
watched it ascend to about 200 feet and move over nearby
East Lake.

The trucker then said he saw the disc again above
a nearby gravel pit where he worked. He and three
others watched it come over the gravel pit and ascend
into the clear sky at about an 85 degree angle.

At no time did they hear any sound, nor experience
any physical affects other than being awestruck by the
experience.

The UFO Center is directed by Dr. J. Allen Hynek,
aretired astronomy professor at the University of North-
western. Ayers of Lakeland, Minn., said he has worked
with Hynek since 1974.

The center recently investigated a reported UFO
sighting in Warren, Minn. In that incident, a deputy
sheriff was khocked unconscious after seeing a “’brilliant
white light’’ during a routine patrol.

Allen Hendry, the Center’s chief investigator,
called the Warren sighting the ‘“most dramatic and
exciting UFO experience ever reported to us from
throughout the United States.”

Perhaps my son Patrick knows something that |

don’t. '

- JOU‘HTAL- L) f( C/"f“*"
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§lightly Offbeat o ,

fficers are investigating

a reported sighting of a UFO Wednesday. The witness
reported a strange-shaped orange object thought to be
an UFO. The jagged object reportedly had flames
shooting from it and hovered in the sky for two or
three minutes approximately two miles west of Sterl-

ing.
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'Daytime sighting of UFO
reported by Dresser folks

A daytime sighting of a UFO

According to- reports, the

Wednesday, Sept. 5, by a initial sighting was by Larry
number of local people caused Hogan, an employee at
considerable excitement at Trollhaugen at Dresser. Hogan

Dresser this week.

Close

Encounters?

By Barbara Mueller

Two South Milwaukee men claim to
have observed a pointed mushroom-
shaped UFO hovering over trees at the
enq of Drexel Boulevard, west of the
Chicago & North Western Railroad
tracks last Friday night.

A truck driven by Bruce Szewczuga,
717 Milwaukee Ave., was eastbound on
Drexel Boulevard, just off of Penn--
sylvania Avenue, shortly before 8:30
p-m., when he and a passenger, Randall
Froschheuser, 1704 Menomonee Ave.,
saw yhat_appeared to be a large UFO
hoveymg over some trees. The object
was in the shape of a mushroom with a
pointed top bent to the right. E

Szewczuga described .the object  as
“\"ery bright orange in coler, glowing
with different shade of orange.”’. It kept
Appearing and fading as the truck con-
tinued in its- eastbound direction. It ap-
peared.as though it was partially behind
some trees as branches ceuld be seen

dlong the bottom of the UFO.

As the men got closer, the UFO ap-
peared to get smaller, and about a block
away it disappeared.

When questioned about what he had
seen, Froschheuser told authorities he
was not wearing his glasses but could see
the shade of the object as being
described by Szewczuga.

NEWS-GRAPHIC - WIscC,
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. observed the object as he drove
~ north on County Road MM at

about 10:45 a.m. His attention
was first drawn to a small black
. dot just above the tree line
about a mile in from of him.
' Within minutes the object was
directly ahead of him, said
Hogan, at an altitude of an
estimated 50 feet. The object
was reported by Hogan to be
eliptical in shape. As Hogan
approached, said another
witness the object moved
swiftly over a bean field owned
by Louis Klocek of Dresser.
! Hogan was watching the
movements of the UFO when a
truck driver for Ostermann’s
Yellow River Supply ap-
proached and stopped to see
! what he was looking at. The
driver radioed the loader
| operator at the gravel pit
| nearby. He told the loader he
was seeing something but didn’t
believe what he was seeing. The
| man at the pit climbed a hill and
| could also observe the object.

| It was eight to 10 feet across
| and three to four feet high, said
| a witness, and looked just like
! two saucers put together. It was
silver aluminum in color.
{ Estimates were that Hogan
' had come as close as 200 meters
| to the spacecraft. Visibility that
| day was perfect, according to
- the weather bureau. The sky
] was clear and cloudless.

Dale Kelley, Sr. of Dresser,
who is an Osceola Town
maintenance man, was out at
the Leo Pape gravel pit at the
time of the sighting. He saw the
object after it became airborne.
(It had previously either
touched or almost touched
ground in the bean field).

As it became airborn it looked
football shaped and appeared to
be a weather balloon at first
said Kelley. It became apparent
to him it was no weather balloon
as it shot up and away at ex-
treme speeds, said Kelley. :

The most mystifying to
Kelley was the lack of any form
of exhaust. ““It could have been
run by remote control”, he
speculated. A normal size
person could not have stood up
in it but could have sat down, he
noted.

An investigator who had just
been out to talk to the
policeman who said he was
attacked by a UFO stopped and
discussed the incident with the
witnesses, said Kelley.

The investigator told them
about 7 in 10 incidents turn out
that the people really have seen
something. It is reasonably
easy to tell in a five minute visit
with people if their sighting is
substantial he told them. At
Dresser, the investigator was
convinced a UFO was spotted.

Kelley, who frequently
operates road machinery at
night, has been watching the
skies for a long time for a UFO.
He was amazed to see his first
object in broad daylight.

Szewczuga provided authorities with &
sketch of the alleged UFO. Police were
dispatched to the area but were unable to
locate the object.

South Milwaukee police say they have
received at least three other recent
anonymous reports of UFO sightings on

. the outskirts of the city. i

.On Sept. 6, five men claimed te have
seen a large football-shaped object with
a brilliant metallic sheen hover about 4@
feet off the ground near Dresser, Wis.

Their experience is Being classified by
the Center fgr UFO Studies in Evanston,

1ll., as a “Close encounter .of the first

kind,” because the witnesses apparently
were within 208 meters of the ebject.

e
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Citizens sight UFO

ALK

Five individuals in separate
locations sighted an Unidentified
Flying Object ‘east of Dresser on
the morning of Wed., Sept. 5.

Bradley E. Ayers, an investi-
gator with the Center for UFO
Studies, investigated the sight-
ing. The Center has its head-
quarters in Evanston, Ill., and
Ayers operates out of Lakeland,
Minnesota. He inquired about the
Dresser sighting after he gather-
ed data about the mysterious
UFO incident involving a deputy
in northern Minnesota.

The investigator could nof
release the confidential names of
witnesses.

All five witnesses observed the
reported identical information a-
bout the Dresser sighting, said
‘Ayers in an interview with the
Standard-Press on Fri., Sept. 7.
He added that similar observa-
tions made by a number of people
put reliability into UFO studies.

Ayers asked that anyone in or
near Dresser who saw or exper-
ienced anything peculiar on Sept.
5 at approximately 10:45 a.m.
notify him as soon as possible.
His address is Box 36, Lakeland,
Minnesota, 56043. ph. (612)
439-1945. He will maintain the
confidentiality of any reports.

THE UFO was described by
witnesses as an elliptical shaped
object about eight’ feet in diam-
eter. It had a silver metallic
sheen and did not display any
appendages or external exten-
sions.

According to reports, the craft
maneuvered near the Trollhaug-
en Ski Area for several minutes.
It next hovered above a bean field
and then shot into the sky at a
high rate of speed. Some obser-
vers were within 200 yards of the
UFO and testified that they had
never seen anything, natural or
man-made, like it in their lives.

The proximity of the viewers in
relation to the UFO classified the
incident as a ‘‘close encounter of
the first kind,"" Ayers said.

ONE WITNESS of the UFO was
Larry Hogan, Osceola, who is
employed at Trollhaugen. He
was traveling northbound on Co.
Rd. MM east of Dresser and
Trollhaugen when he saw the
craft.

“l just saw it coming over the
trees and I slowed down and
watched it,"" commented Hogan.

He sketched the UFO as being a
small object. The diameter was
an estimated six feet long and
from top center to bottom center
it may have been two feet thick.
He noted that the color was silver
metallic and there were no lights
or windows visible on the craft.
In his pinion, it was ‘‘just the
typical flying saucer."

Hogan watched the UFO hover
over a bean field just south of the
Louis Klocek farm. It maneu-
vered from place to place about
20 feet above the field. The UFO
gained altitude to approximately
200 feet and flew above East
Lake.

As the UFO hovered above the
lake, Hogan decided to drive on
toward Trollhaugen.

It wasn't doing anything spec-
tacular, so I just kept right on
goining,"' he said. At no time did
the UFO move toward Hogan's
vehicle or make any form of a
threatening action. He lost sight
of the UFO as it hovered above
East Lake. :

near Dresser

Grantsburg resident. He is the
son of Dagmar and the late
Raymond V. Johnson, Grants-
burg.

His encounter began at 1: 40 a.m.
on Aug. 27 in Fork Township, 17
miles north of Olso, Minnesota.:

While on trunk highway 220,

Johnson saw a light about one
mile away as he was southbound
in his patrol car. He suspected
the hovering light was a plane in
distress, but as he drove toward
the light, the light moved toward
his car.

He recalls hearing the sound of
broken glass and seeing a bright
light fill the car’s interior. John-
sen remembers nothing for the

« next 40 minutes. A headlight was

broken, but he drove 854 feet
after the light broke before skid
marks show the brakes were
applied. The skid marks went 99
feet until the car stopped broad-
side in the highway.

At 2:19 a.m., Johnson regained
consciousness and radioed for
help. The dispatcher reported
that Johnson seemed disoriented
and at 2:32 a.m. he was found
sitting in his car before being
rushed by ambulance to a hospit-
al in Warren. Doctors classified
burns to Johnson's eyes as some-
thing like a welder’s burn.

The car had one headlight
broken, but no damage to the
frame around the light. A small
dent was also found on the wind-
shield, a damaged red light atop
the car and two spring steel
antennas were bent at right ang-
les. The deputy described the
beam of light as eight to 10 inches
in diameter.

Allen A. Hendry, chief investiga-
tor for the Center of UFO Studies,
investigated the incident with Ay
ers. No disturbances were re-
ported by radar that evening. -
The squad car watch and John¢
son's wrist watch both stopped
for 14 minutes during the myster«
ious encounter.

Johnson has been a reliable and

well-liked member of the sher-
iff's dept. for 22 years. Most
folks believe the incident is true
and was caused by a UFO. The
affair may only be explained at
this time as a strange and pheno-
menal event.
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Sycamore pair believe

HERALD

we are not alone

by Paul Gores

Herald staff writer

The night was clear and the stars
were, shining brightly over the corn
and bean fields near Charles Weeden’s
farm when he returned home from
work late one evening last week.

As he occasionally doés, Weeden, 32,
a life-long resident of the small De-
Kalb County town of Sycamore, went
outside to gaze at the sky before going
to bed. He was not looking for anything
more spectacular than the twinkle of

the stars against their backdrop of
black. But this night the sky displayed
something more. It was the beginning
of a strange experience for Weeden
and several others who happened to
cast a glance skyward that Wednesday
night.

“A bright light caught my eye,” he
said. “I watched for a while and it
didn’t move. Then it started moving
from side to side, hovering back and
forth. It was too high for a helicopter. 1
went inside and sat on the corner of
my bed and looked out the window. It

dropped behind the trees, but you could
still see the light shining through so I
went outside again. It was red, orange
and green. It wouldn’t stay just one
color in one place. It moved, and when
it did, the color changed. The changing
colors would speed up and slow down.”

WEEDEN KNEW HE was seeing
something unusual. He telephoned his
father and asked him to look outside at
the light. He saw a bright light, but he
is not sure if it was the same one. Then
the younger Weeden called the DeKalb
County Sheriff’s Dept. in Sycamore.

That’s when Berna Van Vlerah, a sher-
iff’s deputy, saw the very thing she had
scoffed at for years.

“Every two, 2% months we get

some kind of reporting of UFOs,” said

Van Vlerah, who was di§patched to the
scene by radio. “I always laugh at
them.

This time, however, she didn’t laugh.

She drove toward Weeden's farm
and suddenly saw the object hovering
hundreds of feet up near the Ill. Rte. 64
and Glidden Road intersection.

“It was not an aircraft as we know

it,” said the deputy of eight years. “It
looked kind of like one of the those
popcorn poppers with the plastic lids.
It was orange. The orange glow was
very bright. Around it (at its outline)
the orange glow was fuzzy.”

Van Vlerah, 32, pulled out her binoc-
ulars to look and watched the strange
craft for about five minutes. She said it
moved in a westerly direction at no
more than 20 or 25 mph. When it
looked like it would move no closer,
she went on to Weeden’s house and
phoned the UFO reference center in

Evanston.

“I thought I'd call them and let them
take it from there,” she said. “I knew it
wasn’t a helicopter or an airplane.

THE DEPUTY THEN stepped back
into her car and followed the UFO as it
headed west. She lost sight of it tempo-
rarily, then spotted it again as she ap-
proached the Ogle County line. Slowly
it moved out of site. She notified Ogle
County Sheriff’s Police, but they say
they did not see it.

“I don’t know what it was, but it was

something,” Van Vlerah said.

Neither the Ogle County Sheriff’s

Dept. nor the Rockford Airport
received any reports of a UFO in the
area, and speculation about the UFO
continues. Some thought it might have
been a helicopter or a hot-air balloon.
Weeden and Van Vlerah say it wasn’t,
‘and investigal .s for the Center for
-UFO Stud.es in Evanston agree.
. “The UFO center in Evanston is
-going to follow it up and we discussed
the possibilities,” Van Vlerah said.
"“They said there was no possibility of a
glow from a hot-air balloon.”

Curiously, Kankakee Police received
several calls about a glowing, dome-
shaped object hovering in the sky
around 11 p.m. Wednesday. And in
Minnesota, the direction in which the
UFO reportedly was headed when it
disappeared from the Illinois sky, a
sheriff’s deputy said a mysterious
bright light broke his windshield and a
headlight. The deputy sustained “weld-
er burns” in the incident and his watch
and car clock stopped for 14 minutes.

EXCEPT FOR THE changing colors
on the object Weeden saw and the con-
tinuous orange glow of the aircraft
Van Vlerah saw, their descriptions of

the object and the way it moved are
identical.

“It had kind of a quarter moon shape
toward the bottom and came around to

kind of a rounded peak,” Weeden said.

Weeden said he called the sheriff’s
department because “I wanted some-
one in authority to see it, too.”

Yet skepticism greeted the reports
of a UFO over the farming community
of 8,900. Most Sycamore residents
shrug and smile when they are asked
what they think of the UFO sighting.
They heard the story on television or
they read about it in the newspaper.
But precious few saw it for themselves

“Probably just a shadow,” said one
old-timer in a downtown tavern.

“Maybe, maybe not,” said another.

“Ivt's one of those things where you
wish you were there to see it for

yourself.”

But there are others, like bicycle
store employee Russell Knoll, who

believe.

“IT’S QUITE A MYSTERY,” Knoll
said. “I didn’t used to believe in them
but I'm at least half way now. There
must be something to it. There have
been so many of them. I'm beginning

to believe there’s something up there.”

“People think of something with lit-
tle Martians in them when they hear of
UFO0s,” Van Vlerah said. “I somehow

think it's government related.”

Van Vlerah said the night after the
original sighting a woman called and
said she saw something unusual in the

sky near the same site. And Weeden,

despite “the hassle” and teasing his re-
port of the UFO earned him, said he

saw “something,” too.

“I haven’t said anything to anybody
about this,” he said. “I kind of gazed
out there Thursday night in the same
direction. I saw similar lights in the
same area. I don’t know. It Séemed it
was up there again and then'it disap-
peared more to the north. I know it’s
hard to believe, but there was

| something.” [- I

UFO
SIGHTING
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Officer Lenny Dinkins scopes ‘UFO’ while Dennis Hawkins eyes it. (Staff Photo by Phil McPeck)

Star Light, Star Bright,==
Are You the UFO Tonight?"

PHIL “It started out northeast of the the city
gyAR MM;!:_‘!;:‘(;K agg r:;ox;;d to the southeast,” she said
“‘On a clear day you can see forever.” aboutv:lya.m.

i At 4:45 am. two Poplar Bluff

;r:ﬁgn a clear night you can see even g&k“m';?egkge;ﬂ;;c':&?fi::c‘.ﬁgsu,l%:;'

Those nighthawk police who see ) -
Southeast nﬁissouri th[:%ugh the eerie pierced the dark with a small telescope
and often sleepy hours of darkness want perched atop their cruisers near the
to know what their eagle eyes saw last Missouri-Pacific railroad depot.
cight in the wear, weep sin “east of  t's green with red lights around it,”
Malden.™ . . . Hawkins observed.

First word of ‘colored lights” hit [ coyld see it real good at Whiteley
police airwaves late Sunday night said park ' Dinkins said.
Nancy Vied, ~Charleston’s night  The quo made a tactical change to
dispatcher. “All we can tell you is it's Highway 142 at Whiteley Park, where

red, yellow, green and blue ﬂashinﬁ city lights didn't interfere with their
lights around a single light that glowsall .-~ --

the time," she said.

R TR L 1 M .

i {3 elnn’ze‘;'{ed," Dinkins observed.
“It's pulsating. I'll take guesscs on what
itis,” he said.

“Definitely not an airplane,” said
Todd Spencer, who helps people through
the wee hours at radio station KMIS in
Portageville."'It’s the size of a star with
green — green flashing lights. With a
reddish flash to it. You can tell it's
moving kind of with the earth. Maybe an
exploding star.”

CON'T CN THE NEXT PAGE
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While a  newspaper reporter
eavesdropped over the telephone on
Miss Vied, an earthly voice blurted over
her radio. “Reference UFO. It sounds
hkgc;' ty't'm 're having a very interesting

“We have no idea what it is,”” Miss
Vied answered, just as the nghny
Patrol Troop E satellite station at
Sikeston broke in.

“We would like to know what it is,
al.a) ”’ the Sikeston voice said.

eanwhile, Bernie police had scoped
it through a telephoto camera lens from
their Stoddard County vantage point,

said night dispatcher Linda Hester.
Mrs. Hester repeated an explanation she
said she received by radio *‘from St.
Louis County, I think.

“It's a real bright star from a con-
stellation that's reflecting light.”

Bob Carpenter, the man monitoring
night life for the Pemiscot County
Sheriff's Department was confident.
““uat I e looking at is a little higher
now,” he said, as daybreak threatened
and the sky lightened to dark purple.
“It's a star. It did have color. I've
noticed that lately.”

John Feldt of the U.S. National
Weather Service in St. Louis said
starlight often appears colored when it
is refracted by particles in the at-
mosphere. But, he added, the Service
received a citizen's report of a UFO at
Highways 141 and 21 in Jefferson County

about the same time southeast
Missourians  were bunlng with
speculation.

Bysam therewasnomonttmeto
ize and guess. Da {hght was
sneaking in — a thief the police couldn’t
stop. Already to the east, the far-away
sunrise had stolen the colored lights.
Courage and confidence seemed to
build with the coming daylight, and
most who had been captured by the
night and the lights agreed it must have

been a star. But the bright sun still casts

shadows of doubt in the minds of those

who believe ig UFOs.

UFO

CANOGA PARK, CAL, - CHRONICLE
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Seene

Between the Chronicle and dence independent ob-
myself, we have uncovered a servers who presumably
total of eight separate UFO don't know each other. One
events all ostensibly occur. family is ‘worried about ad-
ring within a one and one half verse publicity.

week period. - However, most witnesses
All were relatively close t9 don't niind if their names are
each other geographicalfy used in tion with a

with the exception of the UFO sighting. Twenty years
Simi Valley sighting. When ago this was not.the case and
one considers that I ordinar- we would have been lucky to
ily may hear of only two hear of one UFO repert indi-

UFO sightings a year in the cating that the ridicule factor
San Fernando Vauey. the seems to be diminishing and
past series of events repre- markedly so.

sents a staggering amount of
work for one individual,
Each UFO witness should
be interviewed extensively.
the story examined for in-
consistencies,  correlations
with other events and, above
all, the witnesses evaluated
for a credibility rating. Stan-

The latest UFO story from
Angelo Mortillaro of Reseda
who spotted a saucer shaped
craft from his bedroom win-
dow just after midnight early
on August 3.

He and ‘his wife, Nellie,

quickly went out to the back-
yard and observed the same

_binoculars. .

dard sighting forms were craft on a northerly course
mailed out to all those for over Hamlin- Street. They
whom I could get an address. noted that it made a right
All have not been filled out turn proc wards Van
and sent back. Nuys along ory Boule-

I have yet to intérview five vard. Angie estimated ghat
people who will undoubtedly the craft was as widé as

add to this wealth of UFO Victory Boulevard and that .

detail. In all, 28 witnesses the bottom surface was cov-
have been noted including ered with white blinking
two policemen whose identi- spotlights. The time was
ties will remain unknown as about 12:10 a.m. with clear
the West Valley Division of warm weather. He ‘and his
LAPD doesn't know any- wife could hear nb noise.
thing of UFO sightings re- Angie says that he ‘has had
ported to them. much less of commercial artist experience
two men from a cruiser seen - and promises a sketch of
observing a UFO through what they saw.
It seems unusugl to mee
In two cases I have found that other agencies such as
strong covrohoratmg evi- the Valley News )\avent re-

O A e—

ceived at least one phone call
reporting a UFO but they
say they haven't. The same
is true with.LAPD. They
claim no recent UFO-reports.

Griffith Park Observatory
said that perhaps only one
UFO sighting was turned in
during the last month.

Why  were these things
seen only in the Canoga Park
and Reseda area? I would
like comments from those
readers who have seen some-
thing unuspal particularly
‘within the last month.

1 would also like to hear of

your fmstmtlons in contact-

ing someone in officialdom
and what was their response.
How many witnesses tried to
contact other media. sources
only to run into the prover-
bial blank wall.

In one of my future col-
umns I shall address the
secrecy aspect of UFOs and
officialdom ... it appears to
exist from the Presidency
down to your local sheriff.
Call or write Walt Greena-
wald, 20709 Collins St.,
Woodland Hills, (213) 887-
6632.
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Depu; Val Johnson AppearsOn
?Good Morning America’’

Val Johnson ‘of Oslo, deputy in
the Marshatf’”'County Sheriff's
Department, made his debut on
national television Tuesday morn-
ing. He was a guest on ABC's
**Good Morning America’’

10 miles west ot Stephen. John-
son's eyes were burned during
the attack. His patrol car was
damaged, and his wrist watch and
a clock in the car stopped --
unexplainably -- for 14 minutes.

program.

The show was the highlight of a
recent media blitz which has been
centered around the 35-year old

Johnson.

Three weeks ago, Johnson's
‘‘attacked’’ by a
brilliant light while he was patrol-
ing a lonely rural highway about

patrol car was

KANKAKAEE, ILL.

Al Hendry, chief investigator
for the Center for UFO Studies in

R el
Evanston. Illinots,

television show.

- JOURNAL
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Several persons report

odd object in night sky

Slghtmgs of an unidentified flying
object were again the topic of conver-
sation today in several northern Il-
linois counties, including Kankakee.

At radio station WKAN, news direc-
tor Ed Munday reported that several
calls were received, most from the
Limestone area, starting shortly after
11 p.m. Wednesday.

In Sycamore, a DeKalb County
Sheriff’s Police deputy observed what
she described as a dome-shaped ob-
ject with an orange glow at ubout
1,000 feet above the horizon shortly
after midnight.

Lillian Hertz, 459 S. Wabash Ave.,
Bradley, reported a similar sighting
around 3 a.m. today.

“I know I definitely saw some-
thing,”” Mrs. Hertz said. “I didn’t
really think about it being a UFO at
first, I just knew it was unusually
bright.”’

According to Munday, the callers at
the radio station all reported a very
bright object and some even noted
that security lights, hooked to elec-
tronic. sensors, went out.

DeKalb County authorities said
Deputy Berna Van Vlerah was sent to
investigate a report of a UFO sight-
ing near the intersection of Ill. 64 and
Glidden Road west of Sycamore.

In her report, Van Vlerah said she
sighted the object and got out of her
squad car to look at it through bi-
noculars. She said it was moving at
20 to 25 miles an hour and she follow-
ed it for almost two hours.

Mrs. Hertz said the object moved
on.y slightly downward during™the
hour in which it was in view. L

“It may have been there longer,
but I couldn’t sleep and got up about
3,” Mrs. Hertz said. “‘I looked.and
then went back and got my glassgs. 1
wanted to call the police, but my hus-
band said not to. All I can say is that
it was very bright. I could see it
through the trees and I watche‘ it
’till almost 4.”’

Charles Weedin, a DeKalb County
farmer, made the first reported
sighting in that area. He told pélice
he had been watching the object Bov-
er over the tops of trees for 35 mfin-
utes.

There were no reports of radar
sightings of the object and a DeKalb
newspaper has reported that the
“UFO” may have been nothing more
than a weather balloon.

Marshall County to investigate
the report. He also accompanied
Johnson to New York for the

During his_introduction, host
David Hartman said Johnson's

**could be exciting and
dramaiic (UR@) ' éxpetience so
far.”’ ﬁ}&,‘ N b g

A tape reeordmg of }ohnson s
call for help was played. A picture
taken by Deputy Byerett Doolittle
showing the skid ﬁarkz and the
car sideways on the highway was
displayed.

Johns(mand “ﬂl@? explamed
the experience; - i

Hendry said the case was
strong despite having only one
witness. He pointed: to the physi-
cal evidence + o-l!é;gye rns, the
damage . tg. the ‘car and the
stoppéd tlmep|eces .- to back his
statements.

Harfman askéd' JohnSOn what

he would do if someone came to
him with the same story.

“I'd investigate it more fully
and file a report.”” Johnson said.
He addd he would have a
tendency to believe them.

When asked if he believed in
UFOs before the incident occur-
red. Johnson said he had no
preconceived ideas about them.

Hartman asked Johnson how
the UFO sighting had c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>