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Top Stientist Confirms ... 
UFO Terrorizes and 
Burns Three in Car 
1y DIHHIS HIELD ..I 80a l'U TT 

"The whole thing's burning up - oh, 
my God! It's coming closer! We're going 
to burn up ••. I know we are! 

"Lord help me - I'm burning up!" . . 
A hypnotized Vickie Landrum was relivmg her 

horrifying encounter with a blazing UFO on a deserted 
Texas road December 29 - a searing hell on 
earth that left Vickie, her 7-year-old grandson 
and a friend sµffering the symptoms of radiation 
poisoning. DESOLA TE stretch of Texas rood where diamon• 

Incredibly, in the weeks followin1 their terrifying shaped, fire-belching UFO hovered over car. 
15-minute encounter with the bu1e. fire-belcbina beard a loud J"Ullbing sound, \Betty's mysterious. illness 
UFO, all three developed ae- like air brakes on a truck, as and report "she w1tnesse< 
vere burns and blisters, diar- more flames shot toward the very intense fire-like mall 
rhea , headaches, nausea and road. al" in the sky. 
aevere eye problems - and Each time the flames shot In addition . the hosp· 
Vickie 's friend, who was downward, the object moved records show Betty suffe· 
burned the worst of the three, up a bit, then settled lower. "bumps under her ski 
spent almost four weeks In a "It's going to fall ! No- it's "hair loss of the scalp" an 
hospital. lifting, thank God! There 's "very swollen" face. 

To get the complete, horri- fire at the botwm. It's so hot. " "The doctors and nur 
fying details - and verify the Finally the object suddenly kept asking me if I wa~ 
absolute authenticity of her took off .:_ rising into the air I bu!"!l victim ," Betty recall 
story - The ENQUIRER bad and theu zipping away at an I " Skin was peeling off my f; 
Vickie hypnotized by a lllli- wcredible speed. and arms and legs. 
versity professor at her home Theu came the long ride "I was blistered all o' 
in Dayton, Tex., In the pres- home. Vickie was convinced My ears and eyes .were 
ence of a top en&iJieer at they should not tell a soul swcllen my own family die 
NASA, who emerged con- about anything that bad hap. ~e<'Cgnize me." 
vinced that she's tellinl the pened. Since that mind-boggl 
truth. "Don't tell nobody about it, night , little Colby has suffe 

"There's no doubt In my Colby -- they 'll think we're digestive problems. 
mind," the elllineer declared crazy. Ob, Betty, they 'll think " A radiologist who . 
afterward. "This was aenu- we 're crazy ··." amined the medical reco 
ine! She was reliving the Almost immediately after said they apparently w 
truth." returning to Dayton less than suffering from the sympto 

Under bypno11is, Vickie re- ORDEAL: Vickie Landrum holds gran~n Colby, who an hour later, the three wit- of radiation poisoning, " s 
called driving after llllD8et oo went berserk and tried to run fl)OITI the fiery UFO. nesses started to feel sick. John Schuessler, an ae 
a desolate .stretch of road beeps ... beep, beep, beep." inl wildly, be tried to jump All ~~e~ed painful .burns. space engineer at NA 
about 20 miles northwest of As she recalled the terrify- out of the car and run off into and Vickie s optometnst, Dr. studying the case for VIS 
Dayton. 1n1 close encounter, Vickie the woods. Vickie arabbed Steve Chandler, reported her an independent UFO 

Suddenly Vickie, S7 , her clutched compulsively at the him. . eyes were "blJ!'D~ · sw~llen veshgating organization 
arandaon Colby and . her front of her blouse, screwing " Don't cry. baby. Just pray. and extremely t.rr1tated . Schuessler was present 
friend Betty Cas~. 52, noticed the material into her fist . Her pray. to Jesus. Don't be l il. th<? weeks followmg the I the spine-tingling hypm 
a &lowing obJect m the lky. features contorted with fear afr81d. 

1 
terrifrmg encounter, both the session. 

"It's li&hting up the whole as she bl"Ullhed sweat away "Now I'm holding bim, lov- women lost huge amounts of I Dr. Leo Sprinkle, Ph. 
lily, a long way up, and trav- from her face. ing him .. :" . . bair. . . · who L'Onducted the sessi 
eling fast," Vickie said, reliv- "Long red flames are com- For 15 rrunutes the brilliant The agonwng symptoms said he 's convinced the te: 
Ing the experience. "Some- ing out of the botwm, like a objec.1 hovered in front. of soon forced B~tty .to .enter fying details of Vickie's 
times we can't see it, the trees rocket , .. them, huge flames apewmg Parkway Hospital m Hous- deal are for real. 
are in the way." E · though it just 40 from the bottom end con- ton, where she remamed for "She had a real experie1 

Several minutes later, the ven . was tense tinuoualy. . almost .four weeks. . and I believe the craft v 
object suddenly appeared in ~e~ 00J::d~F~!1:ie the Sometimes the terrified trio Hospital records confirm under intelligent contr< 
front of them and hovered a~m~~e's interior swelter- said Dr. SIJrinkle , a prof es 
over the road. . of counseling services at 

Betty, who was driving at mg ~ot. . University of Wyoming . v 
the time, brought the car to a Gnpped ~th terror and un- has hypnotized scores of U 
screeching halt. ~ble to think clearly, Betty eyewitnesses. 

The massive, blue and dia- Jum~ out. o~ the car and mto Several other witnesses ; 
mond-sbaped object was at the rugbt air m an ~ttemp~ to ing around Dayton also 
treetop level , about 100 feet escape the beat, ue~er taking ported seeing a huge, brii 
away, with huge red flames her eyes off the mysterious ·' diamond-shaped flying obJ 
shooting from its botwm to craft. that night. 
the road below. "Betty- don 't let out! Ob, "I consider this a Yery i 

"We can't set tbrouah - my God, come back! It'• bot, portant case providing ph~ 
it's blockilig the road! " bat ! cal evidence of the existe 
Vickie gasped under bypno- "We'll bum up! My eyes - of UFOs " declared Schut 
sis. "It's bigger than a water it 's hurting my eyes! " Jer. ' 
tower. And it 's makin1 a Startled by the UFO, llWe "It is one of the rr 
sound like beepinc. Long Colby went berserk. Scream- interesting . and signific 

UDIATIOH bums. on Vickie Londrum's hand. 

cases that I've ever inve 
gated." 

1 



I've seen · it 1a1ain, says 
~ni1ht1n-.re' IDUID 

by JIM HATLEY 

I 
-

UFOs have turned a Swindon woman's life into 
i a nightmare. 
I She says she cannot sleep properly after spotting a 
1 mushroom-shaped craft nea·r her house. 

I. And last night the 37-year-old mother of _two claims she 
saw another mystery ob.ject from outer space hovering · near 

I___ -- --- \Yootton Bassett. 

2 

r·The woman - who · 
did not want · to ·be 
named for fear 'of r idi- · 
cule - says she saw 
three bright lights.I 
the size of footballs. j 

'SWIN~ON 
E\LENING­

AO\/ERTlSE R 
WILTst-t1 Re 

Au& l 1 
\ct e>t 

lt..oNOoN) 

She watched for- .-., couple · '; 
of minutes then went to 
get a friend to writness ~he 
UFO. 

But when she got back 
the lights were gone. 

"They were as l;>ig as 
footballs and just hovered, 
moving up and down 
sligh tJ.y." 

Two weeks a.go she w as 
one of several people who 
saw the mushroom or 
parachute - sha.ped object 
Ii t up in red. 

~ ·rt hovered about eight 
feet above the roof of a · 
ho~e across .the road from 
me, she saQd. 

"I've had nigihtmares 
ever since and now I can't 
sleep properly. I oan't ta ke 
it any more." 

A spokesman at RAF 
L:vneham said the base 
knew · nothing of the 
lights the woman saw last 
nighit. 

UFO tans are now 
ga.thering on a hill near 
W airminster expecting a 
"visi,t ation." 

They say alie<n c r a ! t 
make regular visits to the 
area and this time of yea r 
in 1979 several "sig~tinis" 
were made. 
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NEW UFO SIGHTINGS AT 
LOCKERBIE Mystery grows 

Two Lockerbie 
residents, Mrs. 
Isobel Longmuir, 
of :l Glenannan 
A venue, and Mr. 
Alex. Oswald, of 
Willow Cottage, 
Dumfries Road, 
are certain that 
they spotted a 
U.F.O. in the sky 
above their homes 
on Monday night. 
Both are equally 
sure that the object 
was not an air­
craft. 
~rs. Longmuir 

~tates that she saw 
the object shortly 
before 10 p . m. "I 
thought at first that it 
was the lights of an 

_aeroplane", she says, 
"but then I noticed 
that it appeared to be 
stationarv and was 
just hovering. At first 
it was giving off a 
bright yellow light 
and later it turned a 
bright red and dis­
appeared from my 
view. I watched it for 
about a quarter of an 
hour." 

Mr. Oswald, who is 
retired, said that he 
watched the object 
through binoculars for 
about half an hour . " ~h 
attention was caui.:ht b\· 
the fal· t that it wa·s 
stationary in the sky . It 
St'emt'd to be of a not too 
br ight yt'llow colour, 
and then it glowed 
bright red for a time 
before taking on its yel­
low shade again. I am 
quite confident that it 
was not an aircraft, and 

there was l'ertJtinlv no 
sound and no idt-ntifi ­
cation lights blinking. 
Nor was tht're any dis­
tind ~hape or outline to 
the ohject." 

Mr. Oswald. who reg­
ularly studie,., the niicht 
sky with his binoculars. 
is convinced that the 
object was not a star or 
an aircraft. "When I 
telephoned my son in 
London later, I men -

tioned thl• matlt'r to him 
and he !tUgl(t',,~d that it 
miicht have been a ,.atel­
lite, but I doubt verv 
much whetht'r I would 
hav e hl•t·n ahlt' to ~t·t' a 
•at..Ilite, even with th .. 
hinoculars. It wa,., mo"t 
peculiar. and I was ahlt' 
to r ·atch it for almost 
hal an hour hefore the 
light si mply 4fi,.ap · 
pt' a red.' . 

Things that · went 
whirr in the 

'.\IRS. DAWN Barnard is not the sort of 
lady given to flights of fancy about 
CFOs. She is a down-to-earth telephone 
sales supervisor. 

But she was rather alarmed when, on 
Tuesday night, a brilliant icy blue light 
iil uminated the bedroom of her Cottingley 
home and was followed by a whirring noise . 
She 1111as !\·en more alarmed when the 
performance -.·aa repeated about five 
minutes later. 

At work the following morning a colleague 
who lives at Cullingworth said she had seen 
the same thing .. Mrs. Barnard phoned me -
and soon, so did several other people 
inrl11riin11 the VicarofCullinl!'Worth. the Rev . 
Da,·id Wiithtman. who ~aw a t1ash, heard a 
banit and thought at first that his boat was 
being stolen. 

So Argus went on the trail of the 
Cottingley Flashes. A '.\.1et Office spokesman 
Rt Bawtry said that at that time. between 
l l.30 and 11 .45 p .m., "the chances are that it 
was not at ail 1110Ciated with the weather." 
So was it, vour columnist wondered , the 
famous Cottlngley Fairies materialised again 
and up to spectacular pranks? 

Police at Bradford: Bingley and Shipley 
coul.d throw no light on the matter, 10 it was 
next stop the YEB. 

"Ah yes," said a spokesman. "We were 
havin_g grid problems that night with severe 
dashing on the grid lines which cauaed dips 
in voltage." 

Ice on the power cables can. it seems 
cause bright_ flashes of light and is pretty 
noisy with 1t. My1tery aolved. Cottingley 
Fairies R.1.P. 

night 
l€L£G-AA~ 

~ 
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HEXTHORPE IS BUZZED BY 
A MYSTERY VISITOR • • • • 

A SPACE 
INVADER? 

By Bert Nesbitt 

Prepare. to repel boarders! Thos.e . ext'ra-terre~~rial 
'peeping tor.ns' have been at it .ogc:iin ~· .• -. _ 

The liltl'st t::~·o si;.:hting 
has been rt' po rte cl hy • 
group of seL-urity offil.:ers 
on· ('arly-morning duty at a 
.Hexthorpe factory. 

The. · quartet Barrie 
Rowla11ds, Piltrick Coxon, 
Bfll Bailey and Stanl<-'Y non­
niface - are adilmilnt that 
what ~h('y saw \\·as not hill· 
Jucination. 

Said. ~Ir. RiiwlandS; ''The 
objet·t Will! _flying '!t,.. lll>out 
500 foet and appear('d to 
be following the railway 
line or river in an EllSt· 
West direction. 

· 'Heo91_omps' 

"There were two lights 
on the front which gave 
the impression of a car's 
headlamps coming towards 
us and. 1t : had a red light 
on the top and bottl>m. 

''lt was too dark to 
clearly · decipher the shape 
but it certain!~· appt•ared 
very large . \Vt• ""'re ilble 
to keep it in v;ew for ahout 
three -':minutt>!i as it seemed 
to be tra\'t'lling vt•ry slowly 
in what is best described 
as ho\'ering. 

''There -was no l'ngine 
noise but as it passt•d ovt-r· 
head there Wils a low­
pitched humming ~ound. 

.. Its movement rt'mindtd 
me of a lliirril"r jump jet 
but it must hllve beN• 10 
to 15 ti01c• bi1:'i:u." 

4 

Workl'rs heading for the 
early shift · at M_arkham 
~fatn Colliery at Armthorpe 

· also tlairiL to have seen tllc 
mystery flying machine. 

No planes 

An<I hy cO-inc:idencC' one 
· of them WilS Mrs. ~lary 

Bolilnd. Mr. Rowland's 
mother-in-Jaw, who. 'A'Orks in 
the cullit•ry canteen. 

Mr. Rowlands said : ··n1•r 
d('scr iption tallied do~l·ly 
with what my · three collea­
gues and myself had set•n ." 

But · according. to RAF 
Finningley no aircraft .,..t•rc 
in that area at thl" timl' 
of the reported si~ltl in;.:s. 
nor was anything monitort·ti. 

"I just can't" undt·r~tand 
it" said Mr. Rowlands. "The 
only expJanatio11 I c·a.n nffrr 
is !hilt it was flying so luw 
it escilped radu dt'lt't·tion." 

F I y i n g !'aun•rs lrt' 
nothing nt'W to Doncil~ll'r . 

Th~re have been dozens 
of rt•ported sightin;:s of 
mysterious skyhorne ohj.>cts 
in the past 30 year~. frw 
O( which h<ive been SiltiS­
factorily explained. 

So the quei;tion still 
remains: Was it a - plane '.' 
Was it a hird. or an optiul 
illusion1 

Or are we really beini: 
watched! 

' 
°l)A\\..'f ~A\\... 

e\~Ml~6'-HAM 
ENGL~Nb 
MA~. b lq~I 

Probe 
• into 

UFO 
An lnvesttration la beln1 

launched Into an enonnoua 
tdanrular · Mlaped object 
seen recenUy in tbe aky 
a~e Well.Inc. 

Tbe u.nldenWled flylne 
object, was seen in the early 
hours by two men ln a lorry 
when they stopped at WeU­
lne co.rnf!r traffic Uebta. 

They described It .u an 
enormous b&ack trian&le 
emittlne a V-sbaped bee.Ill 
from the front and with 
other coloured llebu under· 
neath it. 

ReSNl'Cbera from t h e 
British uru Reseercn As!IO­
ciatlon .are invest11atin1 the 
slrhtlnf, led by Actine 
Nation.al Investiratlon Co­
ordinator Mrs Maureen Hall 
of H~ll Road, Dartford. 

She said: "It .Ja a rere 
shape for a UFO. One Inter· 
estlne thin& Is that I had a 
phone call from Cheshire 
about someone who had. seen 
a similar delta shaped object 
lateor the same daY. 

The w.wni uro wu 
~tted on Jiinuawy IS by Mr 
Eric Kempaoo, 39, ot Bexley. 
heath and tm brother-in-law, 
Mr Tony Nlcbols, 3&, ol 
Plumstead. 

They first noticed a brteht 
Ueht In tbe sky wtien 
drlvtne from /tile Dtbam 
side of Shooters HJll and 
thourht It wu a weather 
balloon. "It wu enonnou. 
-k wu massive. I have 
been In a DClO which held 
400 puaen&el'I and tbM wa 
small compered to um 
tb1n1." 

They uJd It WU proheblv 
haU a mile above them and 
a beem came from two 
powerful Uehts on the front 
of the craft. 
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UFO MEN 
PUZZLE 

OVER DISC 
IT'S THE high season for investigators of UFOs -
unidentified flying objects - and Nottingham UFO 
Investigations Society is being kept busy with calls 
of sightings over the city. 

While a large number of UFO spotters from the 
East Midlands joined others to scan the skies over 
Warminster for alien space craft, investigators 
from the society have been puzzling over a sighting 
in the St. Ann's area of Nottingham. 

Several witnesses reported seeing a small, silver 
disc-shaped object low down in the direction of the 
Union Road area. 

Mr. Sid Henley, the group's sighting co-ordinator , 
said: "This is an interesting object seen by 
independent witnesses. We have ruled out the pos­
sibility of it being ball lightning or an astronomical 
phenomenon. 

Young couple 

"We would like to hear especially from a young 
couple with three children who also saw the object 
and reported it to the police." 

A large number of witnesses have also reported 
seeing a large oval-shaped object drifting slowly 
across a twilight sky over the Loughborough Road 
and Melton Road area of West Bridgford. 

And Mr. Henley added: "We would like to hear 
from anyone who may have observed this object." 

Anyone with information may contact him at 443 
Meadow Lane, Nottingham, Tel. 874615. 

W IG-At--1 EVEN I NG- '°O'S\ 
LA NC.S', 

AU<::t =2.S \CiB l 

Billinge 

UFO 
inystery 
RESIDENTS in Billinge 
and Garswood had a close 
encounter of the UFO kind 
last night when they saw 
bright lights and a conical 
shaped craft flying over­
head. 

Local police stations were 
inundated , 'ltith calls fr'!m 
excited onlookers who claim 
the object was flying at 
about 1,000 feet. 

They say the "spaceshi.P" 
appeared ju~t before mid­
night and circled the area 
for about 45 minutes before 
disappearing. 

A spokesman for the pol­
ice said today: "A UFO 
was spotted at Billinge and 
Garswood and was des­
cribed as an object with a 
number <tf lights. 

" It flew at about 1,000 
feet and several people 
used binoculars to look At 
it. . 

"The nearest auport, 
Speke, say they had no 
reported sightings." He was 
unable to offer any explan­
ation as to what the "sight­
ing'' might have been. 

v\/E~T~RN DAILY PRESS BR\STOL 
Aue,. ~e \C\9 1 

A patient earthling 
pleads with UFOs 

HUNDREDS of UFO 
watchers were camped 
on Cley and Cradle hills 
last night, hoping their 
leader, Ken Rogers, has 
a persuasive line of chat 
with aliens. 

For Mr Rogers, chair­
man of the British UFO 
\Society, plans to ·spend 
much of the next three 
days seated in a triangle 
of light, pleading with the 
beingsi from outer space 
to return to Warminster. 

Last night's vigil was 
the start of a three-day 
wait for "The Thing", 

By Nicholas Valentine j 

which seems to return to 
Warminster every two 
years. 

"The Thing", variously 
described as lights in the 
sky, cigar-shaped objects 
and strange humming 
noises, was first encoun­
ter ed in August 1967 and 
re,gularly after that un til 
1973. 

This ga thering, which 
I.has attracted UFO fol­
lowers from all over the 
country, is the first deter­
mined attempt to spot it. 

Mr Rogers, aged 32, 
said: "There has been 
something of a recession 
in UFO sightings recently 
but we are confident of a 
sighting." 

But the visitors may 
have already been and 
gone. Last night grand­
mother Mrs Jessie Phil­
lips, of Cricklade, near 
Salisbury, descr lbed a 
UFO she saw recently at 
the top of her garden. 

"I saw' four orange 
lights, about six inches 
long. one pair on top of 
the other over several 
hours." 5 
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More UFO 
~ 1-/l, . 

sightings 

·Watching for 
them as they 

watch .us? 
THE triangular UF O 
sighted over Bovey Tracey 
and Dawlish this week was 
also seen in Torbay. 

Mr· Anthony Prentice, of St 
Luke's Road, Torquay, saw an 
object flying over the bay 

Mrs Syl bia Russell a lso 
reported a UFO, seen on 
Wednesday · · · 

Mrs Russell saw an orange 
lig ht moving no iseless ly 
through the sky; her husband 
described it as two orange 
lights in tandem, very bright in 
the middle and paler at the 
edge . 

MEMBERS of Exeter UFO Group went to Haytor last 
night hoping for a close encounter with a 
triangular-shaped spacecraft . They organised the all-nil!:ht 
watch after a series of sightings in Devon by 

Mr Prentice, a shop 
manager, was standing on a 
fifth-floor . balcony at around 
11 pm on Wednesday when he 
saw a triangular red and white 
light bet ween Berry Head and 
Brixham. Suddenly it moved 
across the bay to Paignton -
in less then ten seconds, he 
claims. 

"It made a noise like a 
powerboat, only ·it was much 
faster, " he said. "After hover­
ing over Paignton it moved 
back out to Brixham and then 
disappeared ou1 10 >Ca. · ' 

Teignmouth hotelier and 
Teignbridge district councillor 

Mrs Joyce Shears, of Fer­
nirnmbe Road, Paignton, to­
day reported that she and her 
daugh ter '~atched a bright ob­
ject in the sky fo r about half an 
hour from 9.45 last Monday. 
They were disturbed by bangs 
and the barking of dogs, and 
looked out to see a flas hing ob­
ject much larger than a star 
above the trees just beyond the 
infant school. The object flas h- , 
ed red and white alternatively, 
and stayed more or less in one I 
spot for about half an hour. 
The sky seemed very light. 

COLUV\8U~ !ND 
Rf PU~lJ c.. 

B RAC r-:o~o l~L.E"CrRA? l'\ ... A.(l6Lt ~ 
\NC% 1" If 0 tl.~ ~ I \'1. l.r 

A lHr .:2..1.c \c; e 1 

Mystery 
of the ~ 1 2 '1 

' • 'stars' 
that move 
LIGHT S like stars moving . 
across the sky last night 
have got a number of people 
in the Ravenscliffe area 
wondering. 

Mr . Anthony Broadbent, 
of Ranelagh Avenue, said: 
"I have seen similar lights 
on about 20 occasions in the 
last 18 months. They were 

. definitely not . from an 
aeroplane and were not 
shooting stars. 

" They were moving in the 
direction of Rawdon. A 
neighbour had a very strong 
pair · of binoculars and 
stayed up into the early 
,hours watching them. I 
have just been on holiday in 
the United States and saw 
nothing like this at all. Now 
I am getting very worried 
about them. 

SEP. 'l. \ '\ 9 I 

2 Sightings 
Of UFOs in 
Brown Co. 

NASHVILLE - Two sight­
ings of . ~~rang_uwis in .the 
Friday evening sky were filed 
today at the Brown County 
Sheriff 's Department - one by 
the department's dispatcher . 

Radio operator Jackie D.en 
said she saw a large, reddish 
ball of light 1'hovering" in the 
western sky at about 7:35 p.m . 
Friday. ' 

" It was big, definitely bigger 
than a star or airplane lights," 
she said . " I sat there (in a car 
on Bear Creek Road ) and 
watched it because I thought it 
might . be a plane, but it was 
just hovering in the sky. I 
drove back to my house to get 
a camera but when I got back 
it was gone." 

The department received an­
other report from a man who 
said he saw " green , red and 
white lights" hovering in the 
western sky at about 10 p.m . 

non-members. 
Two UFOs were reported 

over South Devon late on 
Wednesday. Police at Newton 
Abbot were told of the 11 
p.m. sightings by a resident 
at Devon House, Bovey 
Tracey.· 

He described them as triangular 
and . said they changed colour 
frequently. 

Lights 
One, he said, moved several 

times and then both headed from 
over Bovey Tracey toward 
Torbay. 

Another UFO was reported to 
police on Thursday . Like the one 
seen ·over Bovey Tracey it was 
described as triangular. The 
Dawlish man who reported the 
sighting to the police at Newton 
Abbot said he watched the UFO, 
which was showing several lights, 
for 30 minutes before it 
disappeared from over the town. 

" We have also heard there was 
a sighting at Princetown and we 
are investigating," said a UFQ 
Group member last night. "We 
are hoping we will see something 
for ourselves tonight. If the 
weather holds we will stay at 
Haytor ·an night. " 



TKE SU~~ A'-1 ~UN .JUL'/ ~lo \q 0 \ 

What did the pilot see 
before plane vanished? 
Frederick Valentich was 20 years old the night he 
disappeared. There is nothing unusual in the age or in the 
fact that he vanished. This happens daily to many young 
people. But they do not vanish while they are talking to 
air traffic controllers. 

An amateur pilot, Valentich had taken off from Mel­
bourne, Aus• talia, to practise r.i<;':J~ flying. On the evening 
of Satu1Jay, Oct . 21, 197b, he had planned a 125 
mile flight across the Bass Strait, that body of water 
which separates King Island from mainland Australia. 
His aircraft, one which he had flown many times 
before, was a reliable, single-wing Cessna . 

At first the flight was uneventful. Stars pinpricked the 
darkening sky; a half-moon hovered on the horizon. The 
night promised to be cloudless. Wrapped in the gathering 
darkness that was punctuated by the eerie glow of his 
instrument panel , the young pilot relaxed . As all good 
pilots do, Frederick Valentich kept a careful eye on the 
sky around him. Although no other air traffic was 
reported to be in the same area Valentich knew that this 
particular ounce of prevention had saved many lives. 

As he checked the eastern sky, glancing in the general 
direction of Kangaroo Island, Valentich paused. Surpris­
ingly, there were lights off to his left. Four of them, close 
together, and slightly higher in the sky than he was. 
Puzzled, the pilot watched as the light came quickly 
toward him . He was soon able to see that the lights were 
attached to a fat , cigar-shaped object that was flying at a 
great speed . He watched, fascinated, as the unidentifi­
able craft closed in on him. Intrigued as he was, indeed 

---J 

almost mesmerized, Valentich did have the presence 
of mind to use his radio to check in with the air controllers 
at Melbourne. 

The tapes of that conversation would indicate that, at 
the beginning certainly, Valentich sounded concerned 
and interested but not actually frightened. "It's 
approacblng from the east toward me," he told an 
anxious Melbourne air official. "It seems to be playing 
some sort of game. It's flying at a speed I can't even 
begin to estimate." 

A moment of silence. The air controller asked for more 
details. Somewhat hesitantly, Valentich replied : "What­
ever it is, it's not an aircraft. I'm orbiting (going 
in circles) and it is orbiting right above me. I can see a 
green glow and a sort of metallic glow from the outside. I 
can't identify more than that." 

Suddenly, the objectivity of the reporting ceased. Offi­
cials listened with growing concern to the increasing 
excitement in Valentlch's voice. Then, in terror, he called 
into the microphone, "It's coming for me. It's coming 
right for me!" His last words came in a kind of a 
wail - "And it's not an aircraft .. . " 

There was one further sound from the Cessna 'radio 
before all transmission stopped. Mystified air authorities 
heard an unidentifiable metallic clank, almost like a door 
slamming shut, before Valentich and his aircraft van­
ished. 

The Australian department of transportation immedia­
tely began to search the Bass Strait area for what they 
couJd only classify as a downed aircraft . For three 
days, airplanes and boats scoured the south Australian 
coast from Warrnambool to Nowa Nowa . The strait, 

FILE ON THE 
UNEXPLAINED 

By Michael Lucas 

between Melbourne and the King's Island locah· 
East Lagoon, was searched both above and below 
surface. But there was no trace of either the pilot or 
plane. 

But then, the searchers really hadn't expected to i 
anyibing. 

To begin with, there bad been the first-person accc, 
of the extraordinary meeting in mid-sky. And no one ' 
had listened to the radio that night doubted that Valen t 
had met up with something inexplicable at an altitud1 
about 5,000 feet. 

News statements, released in the media, said only t 
a small aircraft was missing. The public was purpt 
fully kept unaware of the mystery . No one was le!i 
believe that Valentich had not been alone in the sky 1 

night. 
And yet spokesman for the Australian departmcn1 

transportation, Ken Williams, told an Associated P1 
reporter that on the Saturday night that Valent 
vanished the department received no fewer than 11 c;1 
And each call reported the same thing: A rectangl1 
green lights in the same quadrant of the sky in wi1 

Valentich was flying when be was approached by 
unknown phenomenon. 

Was Frederick Valentich snatched from the sky t 
UFO? His father, Guido, is certain of it. Recalling · 
missing man's last words, "It is .not an aircraft," Cu 
asks, "What else could it have been?" 
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MYSTERY OBJECTS IN SPACE 

What NASA won't tell us 
There are some things that the gen· 

era! public has never been told about 
astronauts' flights into space. Missing 
from all the reports released by the 
National Aeronautics and Space Admin· 
istration (NASA) is any mention of the 
objects that our astronauts and astron· 
omers have seen in space and that were 
not launched by anyone we know of. 

Unidentified objects have been seen 
by both American and Russian space 
pilots and they have been recorded by 
tracking stations here on earth as well. 
But officially not a word has been made 
public. One of the earliest leaks con­
cerning such an encounter came via the 
radio transmission of a Russian cosmo· 
naut. On Oct. 12, 1964, the spacecraft 
Voskehod One, was in orbit in a flight 
that was to have lasted five days. But 
only a few hours after that spacecraft 
had entered its orbital pattern, the 
frightened astronaut radioed back that 
he had encountered another space 
object so alarming that the flight of 
Vosk~hod- One was terminated imme· 
diatefy. 

Thirteen years later, the Russians 
had still not told the world what it was 
that Karmarov had seen in the black 
void so high above the earth. 

The cancellation of the Russian flight 
under conditions of near panic: came as 

FILE ON THE 
UNEXPLAINED 

By Michael Lucas 
no great surprise to American 
observers; as early as February 196q 
the United Stales department of defence 
had known of the existence of a mystery 
satellite. A huge object, weighing at 
least 15 tons, it was a much larger 
satellite than either the Russians or 
Americans were capable of putting aloft 
in those relatively early days of space 
exploration. But it was there, all right, 
circling the earth over the north and 
south poles. Then, as suddenly as it 
appeared, the mysterious satellite dis­
appeared. 

Nothing more was reported by 
American astronauts until June of 1965 .. 
At that time, astronauts Edward White 
and James McDivitt were high over 
Hawaii In their Gemini space craft. 
There they came, almost literally, face 
to face with an astonishing looking 
metal object. Although they managed to 
film the object, pictures were never 
released by NASA. 

Perhaps the world's most famous wit· 
ness of an unidentified flyi!1g object is 

Jimmy Carter. In 1969, when he was 
governor of Georgia, Carter stood with 
ten members of his Lions Club one 
October evening and for several 
minutes watched the antics of a flying 
saucer. During his first election cam­
paign, Carter rromised that he would 
make public al information concerning 
UFO sightings, but be failed to do so. 

One respected nuclear physicist 
believes that the American government 
is wltholding information that, if 
released, would confirm that Oying sau· 
cers have been, and still are, landing on 
earth. Dr. Paul Solomons of California 
considers himself to be the only space 
scientist in North America devoting all 
his research and energy to the study of 
UFOs. He says that we are in for a 
cosmic Watergate. Solomons made his 
charge a few years ago in an authorita­
tive U.S. publication, which alarmed 

serious investigators of unidentified 
flying objects. The article claimed that 
the U.S. government was about to make 
some startling disclosures about 
UFOs. 

Solomons is convinced that on many 
occasions aliens from outer space have 
made contact with earthlings, but that 
these contacts have been hushed up 
to avoid panic. He is sure that proof of 
extraterrestrial beings would threaten 
all the organized religions, none of 
which allow in their dogma for the 
existence of humanoids in outer space, 
as well as causing chaos on the stock 
market. 

For the past quarter of a century, the 
world bas been tantalized by the enig­
matic UFOs. Perhaps at last we are 
on the threshold of one of the greatest 
dicoveries since the beginning of man­
kind. 

RCMPprobes 
UFO report 

Su ~t)A'J 
~\AR 

SMOKY LAKE, Alta. (CP) -
Royal Canadian Mounted Police offi­
cials are investigating a report of an 
unidentified flying object sighting in 
the Smoky Lake area, SO miles (80 
kilometres) northeast of Edmonton. 

A confidential report, with p i c­
tures and ashes from a P.Ossible UFO 
crater, has been sent to f{CMP head· 
quarters in Ottawa. 

The excitement began eight days 
ago when Pat Wilson and her hus­
band Jim sighted a strange fire. 

The Wilsons are convinced the fir e 
was a UFO taking ofi frorn thdr 
field. 

AU(r. '!O Vlc9 \ 
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A UFO flashed across the 
sky with a dazzling display 
of bizarre green lights -
then mysteriously vanished 

like it," declared Halifax Coun­
ty Deputy Sheriff Joe Williams 
Jr. who was on routine patrol 
when he saw the ball of fire . 

by Bell, an aeronautics student, and they disappeared . They 
told The NEWS: went down ~elow the trees .'· 

"I had just stepped out of the Bobby rushed to the police 
house and into the yard wben I station and found that Deputy 
saw this thing above the trees. Williams was investigating the into the night. " It was a greenish white col-

The witnesses , including a ored li~ht - real ~right - an? it 
sheriff's deputy, failed to find was .kmd of floating down hke 
any trace of the baffling craft an a1rpl~ne would com~ down, 
that lit up the skies in Scotland not f~lhng fast. A~d 1t went 

"It was two or maybe three same bizarre sight. 

Neck, N.C. down mto the trees . 

green lights. They were spread He went to the airport and 
out horizontally across the sky hopped into a crop dusting plane 
just hovering above the horizon. to chase the strange UFO but, 

" I've never seen anything Scotland Neck resident Bob-
"They were descending the incredibly, it had vanished 

whole time - about a minute - without a trace. The next morn-

TKc DALLA'S t-A. ~\~N.ING- NEV\JS 
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Similar UFOs spotted 
in sky over Tibet, U.S. 
United Press International 

PEKING - An unidentified fly­
ing object spotted over Tibet July 
24 may have been seen a few 
hours later halfway around the 
world above San Diego, Calif., Chi­
nese officials said. 

"The identical observation of 
the UFQ on the opposite sides of 
the Earth on the same day may 
provide a clue for exploring the 
UFO puzzle," the official Chinese 
Xinhua news agency said in a dis­
patch from Washington. 

The agency reported Aug. S 
that a bright object surrounded by 
a ring of blue-white light was spot­
ted over Tibet about 11 days ear­
lier. 

Another characteristic of the 

object was that its light was of var­
iable brightness, dimming and 
then brightening. 

The Chinese agenr:y quoted the 
UFO Education Center in Valley 
City, Calif. , as reporting that an 
American technician witnessed a 
similar object the same night. 

"It was round or slightly egg­
shaped in the center, with well-de­
fined Saturn-like rings," he was 
quoted as saying. 

"The ring closest to the craft 
was an intense blue-white, some­
thing like hot metal." 

The Chinese said the two re­
ports from the two locations were 
similar in terms of "shape, color of 
the light, the rings estimated di­
ameter, sound and duration of ob­
servation." 

ing, about 30 people - police. 
sheriff's deputies and volun -
teers - scoured the fields for 

; evidence of the spaceship . 
I They found nothing. 
I But no one in the community 
has forgotten the mysterious 
craft that flashed its green 
lights , then vanished . ______ _ 

LA RA ~'it\\€ . \/\!'Io 
-soc~ E ~ANG-· 
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J
-PRO-tJFO Group 
. Slates Meeting .,, 

The September program for 
the Paranormal Research 
Organization and Unidentified 
Flying Objects Studies group 
will be held Tuesday at 7:00 
p.m., at the Senior Center 103 
Ivinson. There will ~ a 
discussion of recent 
paranormal events in the 
Laramie area, and residents 
will share their experiences. 

Interested persons are 
welcome to attend the monthly 
programs and join the various 
activitiy groups. Reports of 
p~yc~ic .events and ...!lE.Q... 
sightings m the Laramie area 
are increasing, and the 
organization was formed to 
provide an atmosphere where 
people can feel free to describe 
their ·unusual experiences in 
order to discover meanings 
and purposes. 

Members of PRO-UFOS are 
exploring the phenomena from 
psychological and scientific 
perspectives, and are for­
tunate to have the aid of Dr. R. 

. Lee Sprinkle, known the world 
over for his investigation of 
UFO phenomena. 
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-~9up~·Bewildered By 
UFO Encounter In Trono 

By STEPHAN STERN 
Dispatch Staff Writer 

TRONA - "It was pretty weird. It 
wasn't just going through the air - it 
was, going sideways and in circles. I 
don t know. I can't really explain it." 
~t 24-year-old Vicki YoWlg was 
~g . t~ explain today was the 
;urudentif1ed flying object she and her 
28-year-old husband and their 
4''2-year-old daughter claimed they saw 
M~y night as they were leaving a 
friend's house in this small desert town 

a "telephone pole and' a half high" off 
the gtoWld, about 25 to 30 feet in front of 
the truck and at a 45-degree angle up 
from where the Taylors were sitting in 
the pick-up's front seat. 

Once over their initial astonislunent, 
the couple clambered out of the truck 
for a closer look at the strange flying 
phenomenon. 

"It was really a bright, shiny silver," 
said Vicki, recalling the sighting from 
her Trona home over the yells of Stacey 
and her three-year~ld son, Jesse. 

"It was shaped like a flying saucer," 
she continued. "That's when we all got 
excited by it. It really looked like one." 

moved north in a circular fashion. They 
watched for " five minutes or so" Wltil 
it disapi:)eared behind the Slate Moun­
tain Range that drops over onto the 
western fringe of Death Valley. 

They then went home. Vicki called 
some of her friends to find out if anyone 
else had seen the UFO. Nobody had, but 
one frien'd suggested she call 
authorities. 

"We were ,leaving a house and ~ 
wife said 'What's that, Frank"! '" re­

ed Taylor, a machinist trainee at 
ona 's Kerr-McGee Trona. 

• Taylor said it was about 7:30 p .m. 
;J 

The couple said they were able to get 
a better look at the UJ<'O when it 

Her husband called the Barstow 
Sheriff's Substation at 7:47 p.m. A 
Trona deputy was assigned to go to the 
Taylor's house. Vic~ said the deputy 
told her that within the last month two 
other sightings had been reported, 
though the UFO's appeared different 
than the one the Taylors reported 

w~en ~e peered out of the front , 
~mdshield of his green, 1969 Chevrolet 
p1~k-u~ tru.ck. His eye caught the UFO. . 
I~ 1t was a litUe flying saucer," 

he said. It was coming kind of right at 
us." 

1be disc-6haped, silver and ~ed­
c o lore d object measured 
approximately three-feet across at the 
~tom, Taylor said, and flew almost 
direcUy over the front of the truck. It 
made no noise. 

A small dome poked out of the top 
and from there emitted a verticai 
"ca~'s-eye light that kept opening and 
closm.g, opening and closing," Taylor 
explained. . 

1be mysterious craft itself was about 

" turned sideways," exposing its 
dome-shaped top and red-banded sides. 

"It was silver on the bottom and red 
aroWld the middle,'' said Vicki. "But 
the red, it didn't look'like a color, it was 
some type of light that was blinking on 
and off." 

Just seeing the craft wasn't enough, 
though. The couple ·wanted someone 
else to confirm it. · 

"I really wanted to find someone else 
to look at it so I didn't think I was seeing 
things," Taylor said. 

Taylor dashed back to his friend's 
house. When his friend came outside, 
the saucer was about 500 feet away and 
still viaible, although barely. 

The Taylors said the 5<1ucer slowly 

Unidentifiable aircraft 
sited near Pine City 

seeing. . 
~ter the deputy left, the Taylors 

tned to go to sleep but colildn 't•, . . · "· 
'.'We. ta~K about it a~ Wit night,"· · 

~Id Vicki. "It was on OW"rµind qui~ a · 
bit... . . . . . . " " . 

Vicki, who explafue.d~·w~'t · ~·ih.~::: 
type !? re~lly ~lieve ill .all ~t · CT&Y,i • 
stuff, said ·she has now. ·.Jost· -.her ·· 
skepticism. · : . ·, · · .· ·. ;:.'.' . · - .: , · 

Her husband, howev'er; iS . a· firm··"· 
believer. "It was a litUe flying saucer 
all right." 

Asked if perhaps the craft held some 
den!zens of outer space, Taylor thoug ht 
for a moment, then replied quickly -
"No, the saucer was too small for 
people." · 

SA~t> ST~ ~E. MINtf, 
COU~IER 
sep1 3\q9\ 
Schmidt feels that wnat she saw 

was not the known aircraft that 
are seen on a daily basis. Due to 

"It lnight have been something "At the time I thought it was a the lack of movement and sound 
new by the government or UFO. It . appeared to be rounq or of what she saw, she thinks it was 
something Russia ha~ made and octagon in shape; I couldn't tell something else. 
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sent over,'' said Theresa Schmidt for sure,'' Schmidt said, "It was "When it took off, it took off at 
about what she saw hovering over 20 to 25 feet in diameter. There a fast speed and then stopped 
her driveway five miles east of was no sound at' all." again,'' Schmidt said. 

· Pine City. Schmidt and three of her ''A lot of people I have talked to 
Schmidt reported seeing some- children reported the sitmg at say they wish they had seen it '' 

thing the ~ize of tw? cars. about about 10 p.m. on Aug. 18. She Schmidt said. She and h~r 
2~ feet m · the 811" over her could offer no positive explanation , children were the only ones to 
driveway on Aug. 18. It was as to what it might have been. report seeing the craft. 
reported to have red and green ,,. "I've heard that some of the 
flashing lights and didn't appear . "We checked in the Twin Cities neighbors saw it, but they don't 
t.o move except to be rotating. and Duluth to see· if any airplanes wan~ to report it because they are 

were in this area that night,'' afraid they will be called crazy,•• 
Schmidt said. ''There were none she added. 
that either airport knew of.'' 
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sees strange og 
By LEE DIXON ,....1 ~(, ·-...... 

ReCord State Editor 
An unusual incident has 

happened here, to swell the 
number of UFO sightin85 and 
other odd occtirrences m this 
corner of New Mexico. 

"All of a sudden, I look up and 
see somethin~ on the highway in 
front of me,' Thomas Hundley 
told the Daily Record Friday 
afternoon. "It looked like ground 
fog does in Florida. '' 

Hundley, a booking agent from 
Sarasota, Fla., was driving north 
on U.S. 285 from Artesia Thur-

sday night, where he had just 
stopped for a cup of coffee. He'd 
asked the distance to Roswell 
and had been told it was about 3.5 
miles. 

A few minutes later, at 10:40 
p.m., "I thought I was driving 
into a patch of ground fog," he 
said, "but then I thought 'It can't 
be fog, ' and I looked up and saw 
all the stars out and not a cloud in 
the sky. . 

"It covered the road from side 
to side, as wide as my headlights 
showed," he went on, "ana it 
was, oh, 10, 12, maybe 15 feet . 
high. 

Hundley said he drove toward 
the "fog" for "five, maybe six, 
not more than seven seconds.'' 

As he got closer to it, he said, 
"It looked like there was light in 
it, bu.t not like a flashlight or car 
lights, not a concentrated beam 
- just sort of glowing with 
light.'·' . 

Then, as he came up still closer 
to it, "it just went straight up in . 
the air, whoosh." 

And "within a second, two at 
the most, a red light flashed in 
the sky at about a 2o-degree 
angle off to the left,'' .he said. 

The red light, Hundley said, 
was not a dif1used glow like the 
white one, but sharply outlined 
and lasting only a split second, 
"no longer than it would tak~ to 
pull a tngger.'' 

He said he saw nothing else 
and heard no sound of .any kind 
during the few seconds the entire 
incident lasted. 

"But I got to thinking about it," 
he said, "and the more I got to 
thinking about it - it scared the 
hell out of me. The hairs on my 
arms raised up and stood up like 
they were w~ed. '' 

Arriving in Roswell, Hundley 
said, he called the Police 
Department and told them what 
he'd seen. 

He even offered to take a 
breathalyzer test "or anything," 
he said, to prove his good faith. 
"But I'm not nuts. I know what I 
saw," he declared. "Hell, I don't 
even believe in flying saucers 
and all that stuff.'' 

Since Roswell has no city 
statutes covering such matters, 
the officer suggested that 
Hundley call a . radio station or 
newspaper about his experJence. 

Despite his skeptici.sin, 
Hundley recognizes that there 
are people who seriously study 
such off-beat phenomena. 

He ·said he is willing to talk to 
such inquirers during the few 
days he will be in Roswell at the 
Roswell Inn, or that anyone 
seriously interested may write to 
him at his home address: 3274 
Palm Aire Drive, Sarasota, Fla. 
33508. 
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Stephen Michalak: Burns on Winnipeg man's stomach were caused 
by exhaust emissions from a UFO, according to the book UFO Sight­
ings, Landings and Abductions, from which the picture was taken. 

s 
T 
A. 
R 

Beware of flying saucers 
UFO watcher warns 
By John Picton Toronto Star 

Flying saucers are bad for you, S says a leading watcher of unidenti-

E fied flying objects. 
In a warning to "all planetary citi­

'P zens," Jerome Eden says they're the 
single most important issue facing 

1 the world today. 
110 , "Our records show that scores of 

people have been hurt, some quite 
\ seriously, when they innocently ap­q proached a lJEQ," says Eden, who 

8 
runs the Planetary Professional Citi-

1 zens Committee in Careywood, 
( Idaho. 

"We are confronting a highly ad­
vanced alien invader whose technol­
ogy staggers the imagination." 

People from Manitoba to Senegal 
have been hurt by UFOs, Eden told 
The Sunday Star, and visitors from 
outer space have mutilated thou­
sands of cattle, often draining their 
blood. 

But there's an international cover­
up of such incidents, he charged. "I 
hope you have the guts to print this. 
If you do, you'll get flak from some 
pretty high-up people." 

Eden, a writer and UFO research­
er, cited the case of Winnipeg me­
chanic Stephen Michalak, who al­
legedly was burned by a space object 
in 1967. 

Scarlet glare 
An amateur prospector, Michalak 

was digging for rock samples at a 
lake 80 miles east of his home when a 
cigar-shaped object with a scarlet 
glare landed nearby. 

Thinking it belonged to the U.S. 
Air Force, he approached it and 
could hear voices through an open 
panel. 

When he shouted an offer of help, 
an intense heat was emitted and his. 
shirt caught fire. 

The burns were described in the 
1979 book UFO Sightings, Landings 
and Abductions by Yurko Bondar­
ch u k, published in Toronto by 
Methuen. 

Other UFO incidents, as described 
by Eden: · 

0 The truck driver in the U.S. Mid­
west whose sunglasses melted when 
he looked up at a low-flying object 
and was blinded for two weeks; 
0 The Scout leader who approached 
a mysterious object he found in 
Florida's Everglades. He was found 
unconscious and his sight is said to 
be impaired, as though by heat; 
0 The Texas woman who has had 
permanent headaches and boils since 
encountering a UFO and shows "all 
the symptoms of radiation poison­
ing." 

'Books banned' 
Eden says an international cover­

up of such incidents has led to the 
death of sorhe leading scientists. 

Dr. Wilhelm Reich died in prison 
"after his books were banned and 
burned;" Dr. James McDonald, who 
was "ridiculed and scorned until he 
committed suicide." 

Eden claims to have documented 
cases of cattle mutilation from 
Alberta to the U.S. East Coast, says a 
couple of villages in Senegal were 
blown down last year by an alien 
spacecraft, and adds that people 
have even been kidnapped and 
brainwashed by extraterrest~lj 
beings. 
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·PQlice flooded with calls about a UFO 
L.ONOON 

HA~Tl.6PoOL MA\l.. 
·st-. HELENS police were inundated 
·witb calls from people who reported Cf>1'. ~ELfNS 
.~'close en~.ounters" with a mysterious R€P<!>R\ER 
'unidentified nylag object. 

-8,Qys report· 
U.F.O. over 

Peterlee 

. ·Dozens of excited -but puzzled t¥" ERSt'/StDe 
residents In the Biltinge and Garsw'!od 
area spoke of a "conical shaped ~bJe~~ -s t=P ~ l ct 0 I 
emitting·• number of coloured hghls 
.hovering ·1n· the air at about 1,000 feet 
aft t .45 pm last Thutsda~ · . 
· . It was.spotted several times during _a 
45-mlnute period and finally faded 
from view shortly before 1 am. 

Some of the more curious of the 

lJFO spotters climbed to Billinge Hill 
beacon with binoculars for a belier 
\liew. 

A spokesman for St Helens Police 
said "Speke Airport control told us 
that nothing unusual had been sighted. 

AS fairground lights gli.tter ed in the sky above Peterlce, 
amate tn- astronomer Stephen Willi ams an d hi ~ brother 
Dm.id gaped in disbelief at a ~·ery different g!ow in the 
heave:is. ;---·---- - -·-- ----·-· 

"Whatever it was there's no doubt a 
number of different people s~w IC and 
their descriptions all tallied with each 
other." 

For these bro! hers say they 
watched a "squashed ru gby 
ball" L' .F.O. hurt le ;1crn.<s til l· 
. ..; ky and d i...:;~1ppear through .1 

larg:: :,;.,ck .. cloud ... 

But their disbelic,·ing eyes .
1
' 

bulged when the lJ .F'.O. failed 
~ reappear and then the!' 
"cloud" disapp~ared. 

The youngsters , of llambte· 
don Place. were returr.ing from l 
Peter!ee Carniva l a t 9-15 p.m. , 
;;n d their sighting so com·i n ced I 
them that they rushed to 
in form the police, hoping to find 
that others had see n the object. 
They al so drew diagrams of lhe I 
li.F.O. and its path. • j 

:' I am keen on astronomy ~nd , 
i:a,-c seen meteorites fall. Thi ~ j 
was ncthing like that I am sure . . 

" lt was tran~t ting very fast : 
,il ent!y, and in ;; perfect line . / 
It· glowed bluey \\'hite and w ;;-; 

1 far too big ln be a p la ne ." said 
2l·ycar.0ld Stephen, who ;,, ! 
i:ne mp!oyecl. 

1 
"The really amazing thing wa <-:' 

when the huge cloud dis­
CJ;)pearccl. We h a d jus t walked 

. arou nd a house an d \\'hen \\'e • 
looked up aga'11 \\'C s~\\- it had : 
~one," said Davict (11;), <l sixth · i 

1 former _at Shollon Halt Corn. j 
! prehcn.:.;1,·c. 

1 One theory th(· hoy_, h;in' wa ' ' 
t hat the fai rgrou11ct li ~ht:; 011 1 

· Su nday Jl t ructecl ~n n lien .-pat~- : 
•raft and thJ; !h t' .. clnuct .. \•::os :1 · 
h.Jge rnothl·r :; h;p . · 

" I kn:J\\' i:. '011nUs 1:-H.-rcdio1l' ! 
· iJut once voi.1 h~t \ ' (' .:;~en i; ~tn\· -
: ~ hing l'tJu':c.1 I)(• PO '-'iil>!l' ... S:l !ci 
· Stephen. 

Two ye ~i r ... :1g 11 a man lh·ing 
nearby :i: ..... o n·ported sc,·e ral 
l r.F .O .... i n !h(• sky in the sarne 
area. 

SOU'T~€'Q..N 15\/1.:~ I NCl- Ee..\-\~ SO(...\i\1~\\1\':>\0N 
SE-? 4 \G9 ( ~c~D<>N 

UFOs - 'Nothing special 
,,,_i about Warminster' 

MR. ROGERS says that Warminster is still alive with UFO 
sightings. I have been interested in the subject for the last ten 
years; much of this time has been spent investigating for Probe 
UFO Research Organisation, based at Bristol and Melksham. 

In the past two years we have only 
had two reports from the Warmins­
ter · area, which makes Warminster 
no more special than any other place 
in the U.K. So why is Mr. -Rogers 
trying to make it something special? 

As far as I know, Mr. Rogers does 
not even investigate cases reported 
to him. His time would be better 
spent investigating, rather than sit· 
ting on a hill in a triangle of lights. -
TERRY CHIVERS, Eden Grove, Whit· 
ley, Melksham, Wilts. 

0 0 0 
YOUR report "UFO call is not beyond 
our Ken" (August 26) on UFO activity 
at Warminster seeJDJ somewhat lack­
ing in detail. I cannot see why you 
bothered to waste space printing it. 

A farmer's opinions on UFOs is 
worthless; he had better stick to 
farming. 

I examined one of the circles in the 
news, located just off the Petersfield 
road at the Winchester end, in an 
area that tends to form a natural 
amphi theatre. 

A perfect circle was formed in the 
corn measuring 26 feet in diameter. 
The corn had been neatly laid down 
in a dockwise pattern while the corn 
on the edge · of the circle was erec:t 
and untouched. This was definitely 
not the work of vandalll Gr a 
whirlwind. 

It was a pattern formed by a force 
field of some sort, very similar to the 
ones appearing in the Isle of Wight 
some years ago. 

The circle was also situated on an 
alignment between Eastern Church 
and tumuli on top of the opposite 
hill; I expect other alignments cor­
responded to this position, although 
as yet I have not checked them. 

I also suspect that the corn roots 
were probably burnt or damaged; 
this would not have been visible 
above ground. 

I suggest if you intend to print any 
further information on UFOs you 
make it interesting and scientific. -
D. R. ADAMSON, Aubert Road, St 
Cross, Winche.ter. 
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Bomb experts look into a hole I I I 
°:? I • 

A MYSTERIOUS hole found In a 
farmer's field on the edge of 
Salisbury Plain Is puzzling the 
police, Army and geologists. 

The hole, about three feet 
deep and some three feet by 
two feet across, is now being 
studied by a team of bomb 
disposal experts. 

It was discovered when the 
wheel of a combined harvester 
dropped into the hole while 
working in a field near Yarn­
bury Castle on Lord Hugh 
Ru ssell 's Bathampton Farm 
Estate· at Wylye. 

Farm foreman Mr. Ken Bud­
den, who had been driving the 
harvester, called in his farm 
manager, Mr . Timothy 
Denham-Cookes. 

"We thought at first it might 
be something to do with the oil 
rig which had been nearby 
during oil exploration about 18 
months ago," said Mrs. Janet 
Denham-Cookes. 

But geologists from the 
exploration company said the 
mystery hole had nothing to do 
with their operations. 

The police were then called in 

and they in turn have called in 
the Army's bomb disposal 
experts. 

The hole is in a field on the 
edge of Ministry of Defence 
land which is used for mock 
battles during military exer­
cises. 

"It is a bit like World War 
Two all over again up there 
som etime s," said Mrs. 
Denham-Cookes. 

But the land on which the 
hole was found is not used by 
the Army, though it is thought 
that it was a practice area 

during World War One . 
So far no one has been able 

to explain how the hole wa~ 
caused. 

"I don't think it was made by 
a flying saucer, though," said 
Mrs. Denham-Cookes. "I doubt 
if we have been visited by 
people from outer space." 

But that very weekend, just 
ten miles away at Warminster . 
hundreds of UFO watchers 
spent the night sitting· on top 
of a hill awaiting in vain the 
predicted arrival of alien 
visitors. 

UFO 1nay have inade a SwA.NAG-e 
l'IMES 
:Oo~~ET 
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AN Upton woman claims 
the strange noise she 
heard in the early hours 
of Saturday morning 
could have been the UFO 
spotted In Swanage last 
week. 

Mrs. Angela Miles, of 
Seal'iew Road, said the 
noise came from nowhere 
and sounded like a tank 
rum b Ii n g, Neighbour 
Mrs. Betty Powell heard 
it as well at 2 am on 
Saturday. 

return 
Last week we reported 

how Swanage coastguard 
David Priddle saw· a UFO 
and its accompanying 
rumbling noise while on 
duty at St. Aldhelm's 
Head. Mrs. Miles said the 
noise she heard was just 
like the one he described. 

~1 It was like nothing I 
have ever heard before," 
she commented. 

Mum's fear 
-'. I 2. 't I 

after close 
encounter 
A SWINDON ·woman 
claimed UFOs were 
making he1~ life a 
misery. She said she 
could not sleep prop­
erly after ·spotting a 
mushroom-shaped craft 
near her home. 

The 37-yea.r-old mother 
of two - who didn't want 
to be named - spoke of 
three bright lights the size 
of footballs hovering mys­
teriously near her home. 

W IL.iSH\Rt 
6-Al.ET'TE 

1)6V\<.E:S 

St:P. 3 \C\&l 

Mrs. Miles said there 
was a trembling noise 
which grew louder and 
louder Into a roaring 
sound then changed to the 
noise of chains rattling. 

Husband Alan leapt out 
of bed to have a look but 
could see nothing. 

The couple's three dogs 
were barking like mad. 
Mrs. Miles said they only 
dicl this when something 
unusual happened. 

St-P, le lG.81 
~CN\)ef\./ 

. 
~~11 l NG-l~At'\ E\tt;~ I \tG- ~o~T 

SCSP l1 lG.S! 
L..c~Oc>N 

WAS 'UFO' 
A FLARE? -, ' 

THE yellow/orange UFO I 
seen over Bulw11ll Golf 
Course with a trail of 
smoke behind it could 
have been a flare, accord- : 
ing to Mr Syd Henley, 
sight\ngs co-ordil}ator ~f 
Nottingh~m UFO Invest1· 
gation Society. 

lie said: "The descrip· 
tion of the object sugge~ts 
to me that it was a flare . 
We would like to hear 
from any witnesses who 
saw this object." 

-~-----



SWANA6E ltMl;S 

A MYSTERY flying craft officia lly logged by coastguards as an un identified flying object " whoo...,)' 
I up past the coastguard lookout at St. Aldhel~'s Head in the .early hours of. s.unday morning. And the 
: mysterious object has baffled coastguards, police, naval and air force authorities. 

· During a weekend of .- -----

Wll..W\l~G-T~N 
1\1.(, STAR 

SEt> ll \~SJ 

intense activity by Swanage INVOLVED boat was out sho rtly after 
lifeboat and coastguards thi_s 1 am after two yachts re-
was the most unusual and !'They got in touch with ported seeing red flare; 
sensational feature . RAF. Royal Navy and other inshore at Anvil PoinL 

The incident is described possible sources of heli- The lifeboat made a sea rch 
graphic;,lly by coastguard copters or aircraft. All of of the sea and coast ·in the 
David Priddle - "At 2.29 am them repor ted that nothing vicinity without resu lt. At 

I
. I was looking out with par- they could account for was first light the search \\'as 
ticular awareness because we involved in any flying opera- taken up by coastguards and 
were in the middle of a life- tions anywhere near St. . the coast from Durlston He:ict 

· boat and coastguard com- Aldhelm's Head at that time to St. Aldhelm's Head, Worth I bined sea rch, four or five red of the morning." J\Iat ravers was combed but 
i flares having been reported .Mr. Priddle, 19, has been a nothing at all found to 
along the coast in tht: vicinity member of the auxiliary explain the flares. 
of Anvil Point. I coastguard service at St. However a yacht was dis-

,. All the lights were out I Aldhelm's Head for over two covered in difficulties during 
in the lookout. and I was years. He · is highly thought the search. The yacht the 
watchin& the lifeboat_ move of by his superiors as a _very Ben Dee, with a coupie on 
closi:ly m to . shore m the reliable and enterpnsmg board from Penge, South 
AnVll Point vicinity. coastguard. · London, was taken in tow. 

'' I don 't really believe in 
UFOs but I think you have 
to keep an open mind on the 
subject. 

RUl\IBLING 

11 The~e was a rumbling 
noise, and I wondered . what 
was happening. The noise 
grew to a roaring and I 
thought that it was a heli­
copter coming in close. 

1' Looking at it rationally 
afterwards I thought maybe 
it was a helicopter on some 

illicit purpose comino in 
wi~h no navigat'ion l ight~ and 
flymg very low to avoid radar 
detection_ 

J UST POSSIBLE 

" The noise continued to 
increase in volume and I 
stared out with concentration 
- I was sitting at my stool 
close to the coastguard look­
out window. 

«All of a sudden there !! It was just possible that 
was an orange glow and with a he l~copter pilot flying with­
a whoosh something came up out hghts would not reali se 
from below. It seemed to just how high the cliffs are 
come from almost the foot of at that point - 300ft. - and. 
the cliffs, which are 300ft. at have to make a very sudden 
that point, and it shot ascent: . 
straight up past the window . Da_v1 d is the son of Purbeck 
of the lookout. · , d istrict ~ouncillor Mr. 

''I ran out and from the Norman Pnddle of Halcyon 
front of the lookout I saw a [ Cott!lge, Th ~ Hyde, Langton. 
faint orange glow disappear , His exper_1ence was pa rt of 
into the sky. It was all over a weekend m which the Jife­
in a few seconds, it seemed 
- the speed of the thing was 
fa ntastic." 

Mr. Priddle immediately 

1~e 
t\E~ALD ~'TA\G~r.tAN 

'/ O~KGRC:. ~t V, 
\ \ 

I 
signalled the occurrence to 
Portland coastguard head-UF{) si hted I quarters. 

'/ ~L/ g 
Wilmington police got an unconfirmed report of an 

unidentified flying object early Thursday morning. 

It was primary eve, but Yonkers resident Sue ' 
Johnson wasn't thinking about candidates. She was 
thinking about the UFO she said she SJ>?tted at Yonkers 
and Kimball aven~r the Bronx River Parkway. 

According to police records, a UFO _}!as spotted near 
Eighth and Market Streets shortly after 4 a .m. Thurs-
day. . 

No further information was available on the sighting 
Thursday evening. 

Describing it as a Frisbee-inverted, plate-shaped 
object that had white and red lights all around an_d 
looked like a blinking star, she said she watched 1t 
from 9:30 to 9:55 p.m., Wednesday. And s~e i:ioted t~at 1 it passed beneath two airplanes so, she said, it certam -· 
ly wasn't a conventional aircraft. . _ ·-1 5 
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REVOL VJNG LIGHTS 

Reports Of UFOs 
SpLir SpecUlation .. 

8y Aueclaled Prn> 

Just when it seemed safe to go out 
in the yard after dark, those pesky 
UFOs are cropping up again over north· 
central Indiana. 

The latest sightings are from the 
Wabash area and follow the same pal· 
tern as reports from the Frankfort· 
Kokomo region of late August. 

Similar 'thing' was 
seen 50 years ago 

Your r cc c n t I ct t er s The mc1eorolugical boffi "' 
about a mysterious illumi- of thal time thought it wa' 
nat~d object in the sky probably a large meteo rit e 
reminded me of a similar which earth 's gravity had ju;t 
occurrence in West Sussex failed to capture, liut wh ich 

50 h a d b o u n c c d u f f 1 h c 
over years ago, which I atmosphere. 
was lucky enough to see. To me the most 1111crcsti11g 

It was a fine summer even- point is that the fireball wa~ 
ing about 7 p.m ., almost cer- bright green, wh ich was intc r-
tainly in August and probably preted as showing a large 
in 1927 give or take a couple of content of copper, ;ind I >CC 

years, when I wHs in the area from one letter published that 
north of Arundel called Scot- this latest fireball wa> also 

. land Brow near the Isle of bright green . 
Wight stile (so called because l have see n very many 
before the screenings were shooting stars in my ti me am.! 
planted the Isle of Wight could non e was very ~rccn . Arc 
be se~n from it) . there are reasons why thc>c 

l was with a friend called very occas ional mctcoritL"' 
Colin Lovelock , nephew of the which bounce off uur atmos-
.then head gamekeeper, Colin ph ere should differ fr om 
Campbell, who subsequently ordinary meteor showers i 11 

flew with Sir Alan Cobham on this way? 
his pioneering round-the-world J. W. Clifton 
flight, and he was the first to 21, The Cottrdls. 
s~t this ball. of fire , easi ly Angmering. 
v1stbl~ 1n bright sunlight, ·' 
t~avellmg from north to south 
approximately at a speed dis-
unctly faster than a high-flying 
aeroplane , which were 

!· unknown in those days, but 
; much slpw~r than a shooting 
; star. . 

l am· fa irly certain it was 
, . later reported in The West 
·. Sussex Gazette because m~ny 

people saw 11 and l think it was 
reported in the Evening News 
or Daily Mail. 

~~T ~u~~6X 
G4~-ns 
ARUNDEL 

ALI~~, t'fat 

The unidentified flying object sht' 
saw, says Brenda Purdy.,28, of Wabash, 
is shaped like a football and bordere~ 
with red, green and blue lights .. "Ii 
seems as though the lights are gomi. 
around it in circles," Mrs. Purdy tole 
the Marion Chronicle-Tribune. 

Police Chief Paul Underwood tend! 
to agree with Mrs. Purdy's description. 

He s'aw a similar UFO in late Au .. 
gust and isn't satisifed with the Ai1 
Force's conclusion .that what he wit 
nessed was a hot air balloon. They don 'r 
stay in one place all night long, Under): 
wood said yesterday.. ; 

Since Underwood, several of his offi 
cers, sheriff's deputies and local resi\ 
dents spotted the UFO, there have bcel\i 
no further reports of them appearin( 
near the community. "We had them t 
couple or three nights in a row, bu• 
nothing since. Whal happened to them : 
don't know," the police chief says. . 

"It looked to be about as low a' 
what a plane would fly," Mrs. Purdf 
said ' of the sighting last Wednesda. 
night near .the community of Rich Va, 
ley, located about six miles west c' 
Wabash on U.S. 24. 1 

She said the craft hovered in th; 
west for . about an hour and oftej 
turned from a verticle position to 
horizontal position. 1 

Then, it disappeared suddenly ·'. 
"As though every light in it goes ou 
It's just completely gone." I 

But 10 minutes later, it reappearet 
in the northeast, she said. I 

No one reported the sighting to la' 
enforcement officers. "They (the resi 
dents) figured everybody would thinl 
they were nuts," Mrs. Purdy said.· 

"I don't believe in flying saucers ~1 
things like that, but it's someth1 
flying up there," she said. "No plane 
anything like that can ·disappear · 
front of your eyes arid then reappear i1 

another place." 
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Dozens Report UFO 
Over Hamilton County 

By STEPHEN KEY 
Dozens of Hamilton County residents saw an 

unidentified flying object with flashing or 
revolving green, red and white lights hovering 
over the county last night. 

The descriptions of the lights were similar to 
reports of a UFQ§!g_h_t~ Wednesday night in the 
Frankfort area . 

Hamilton County officer Tom Castor watched 
the lights for about 40 minutes. He watched from 
his car on 24lst Street about a •f.! -mile east of Ind. 
19, beginning at 11 :30 p.m. 

"It was just lights flashing red, green, ·orange 
and yellow," Castor said. He said the object 
appeared to be very high in the sky and over the 
Elwood area. 

"I'm glad I wasn't alone in seeing it," said 
Castor. He said officer Dan NiCkel, three of the 
Cicero police officers and two of the Arcadia 
police officers also saw the object last night. 

"One guy said it was the North Star, but I said 
'I've worked a lot of nights and I've never seen 
the North Star change colors," Castor said. 

The sheriff's office received 93 phone calls 
reporting the UFO. The Indiana State Police, 
Carmel Police and Noblesville Police said they 
didn't receive any calls although city officer 

Ralph Givens said he did see the object. 
Hamilton County Capt. Benny Craig said he 

saw the lights from his home in Home Pla<!e. 
"I was watching the news last night report on 

the one sighted in Frankfort and said "Sure, they 
saw that" then I got a phone call and went out­
side and shook my head and said " I see it too,' " 
Ctaigsaid. 

Craig then looked at it with binoculars. "I hate 
to say it but it looked like the lights were spin­
ning. " He ob$erved the lights, located north­
northeast from his home, for an hour. 

Two Carmel paramedics, who didn't want to 
be identified said they saw the object with 
flashing red, white and green lights at about 1: 30 
a .m. 

They described the object as cigar-shaped and 
one said the object was "about as big as two city 
blocks long. 

-The medics observed the UFO while traveling 
toward Noble~ville on Ind. 234. They said the 
·object appeared to hover over Noblesville and 
then move northward toward Cicero. 

Castor said the sheriff's office contacted 
Grissom Air Force Base in Bunker Hill and was 
told that they were aware of the reports, but 
didn't have anything on the radar. 

When Castor tried to relocate the object at 
about 2: 15 a.m . after answering a couple of 
police calls. he said the object had disappeared. 

Maj . Bob Allen of the Air Force said this 
morning that he wasn't aware of the air base 
receiving any calls last night concerning the 
UFO or of any unidentified object being tracked 
by air force radar last night. 

Maj . Allen said he believed the recent 
sightings in Hamilton County and the Frankfort 
area to be sightings of a hot air balloon. 

" From the reported velocity and shape of the 
object, it would tend us to believe someone was 
out flying a balloon at night, " Maj . Allen said. 

Staff Sgt. Randy Maylor at the air force base 
said the object was a hot air balloon that had 
been sighted several nights in and around the 
Peru area . Given the right wind direction, the 
balloon could be cylindrical in appearance, he 
said. · 

''If it's a balloon, the guy's got to be crazy to be 
up there at night," Castor said. 

Don Menchhofer, director of Balloon Port of 
Indiana in Hamilton County, said it was unlikely 
that the sightings were of a manned, hot air 
balloon. 

"There are only a couple of balloons in the 

country registered _for night flight and at the 
present time I don 't know of any in the state " 
Menchhofer said. ' 

"!he lik~lihood of it being done on a regular 
basis, I ser10usly question. Most night flights are 
people who take off in the early morning so they 
c~n land in daylight. You can't see power lines at 
mght. " 

Menchhofer said if the object was a hot air 
balloon that when the gas jets used to heat the 
hot air were fired that it would light up the whole 
balloon bag at night. 

"If someone was watching they would see that 
and the ~allonist would have to fire the jets about 
every minute. 

Menchhofer said he knew of only .a couple of 
good, balloon pilots in the Peru area, Dove 
Bo?el, who has been piloting the Indiana State 
Fair Balloon and Colin Grimm who is a 
S~rategic Air Command pilot at the Grissom 
airbase., Menchhofer wasn't sure if Grimm still 
was stationed at Grissom. 
~n .unidentified flying object that resembled a 

~uddmg flashing red, white and bluish-green 
lights moved slowly over the Kokomo-Peru area' 
Wednesday night. 

One witness described the object as resem-
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bling a building upright in the air with those 
colors. It was sighted Wednesday night and early 
Thursday morning northeast of Frankfort and 
then flew northwest to northeast at about a mile 
per hour for three hours . Nobody reported 
photographing it. 

Clinton County Sheriff's· Deputy Tom Catron 
responded to an 11 : 36 p.m. caller who described 
the UFO but declined to give his name. Catron 
confirmed something was up there, but declined 
to offer an opinion about it. . 

Maj . Max Reed at Grissom Air Force Base 
said a radar was informed of the sighting, but he 
was unable to confirm it because of "ground 
clutter." 

But Maj. Allen said that radar personnel 
tracked an object for several hours Wednesday 
night moving one or two miles per hour. 

The Clinton County Sheriff's Office got four 
calls Wednesday night and Clinton City Police 
received one call about the object. Howard 
County police and state police at Lafayette said 
they received no calls. 

Officer Cast.or said he would be looking for a 
reappearance of the object tonight. 

" I'm off duty tonight, but I'm going to take a 
look tonight anyway." 

FAIRPLAY. COL. 
l~E?UBL ICAN AND F'LLIMt: 
AUCr 2..0 \qB I 
Believe it or not - at approximately 9:30 p.m. last 

evening, August 17, I was awakened from a very sound 
sleep by my dog barking. Now you must realize this Is 
very strange Indeed because my dog does not bark. 
Most Slrberian Huskies howl if they do anything. 
Anyway, Klska was barking like the devil, so I got up to 
Investigate. 

With my dog by my side growling deep in her throat 
at some unseen object, I proceeded to check the area 
In and around the cabin to see what had excited her 
and Tlppy's dogs also. I was standing under the trees 
when I looked towards Mt. Silverheels, then I saw what 
appeared to be a white shining sphere of light 
ascending into the heavens. This light went off to the 
left again. It was going very fast and disappeared 
within minutes from the time I first saw it. 

What was it? I don't know. I must admit that I do 
believe in unlcfentlfi~ flying object§, outer space and 
things of that nature, but I really cannot explain what I 
saw. With the moon so bright, perhaps it was the moon 
or a shaft of light that played tricks on my imagination 
- I don't know, would you??? 

Bizarre llashing .UfO be~ilders· residents .al a 
·· .. 1fflaH,;~iirm1nh ;toltlfnu~;ty I 

A UFO fla shed across the like it ," declared Halifax Coun- by Bell, an aeronautics student, 
sky -wn1i.3 dazzling display ty Deputy Sheriff Joe Williams told The NEWS : 
of bizarre green lights - Jr . who was on routine patrol "I had just stepped out of the 
then mysteriously vanished when he saw the ball of fire. house and into the yard when I 
into the night. " It was a greenish white col- saw this thing above the trees . 

The witnesses , including a ored li~ht - real ~right - an~ it "It ~as two or maybe three 
sheriff's deputy, failed to find was .kind of floating down hke green h.ghts. They were spread 
any trace of the baffling craft an a1rplfme would com~ down, ?Ut hor1zo!1tally across the. sky 
that lit up the skies in Scotland not f~lhng fast. A~d 1t went Just hovering above the horizon . 
Neck, N.C . down into the trees. "They were descending the 

" I've never seen anything Scotland Neck resident Bob- whole time - about a minute -

and they disappeared . They 
went down below the trees .'· 

Bobby rushed to the police 
station and found that Deputy 
Williams was investigating the 
same bizarre sight. 

He went to the airport and 
hopped into a crop dusting plane 
to chase the strange UFO but, 
incredibly, it had vanished 
without a trace. The next morn-

WEEKLY 
"S~ f>, 

tu©((.Ll) l\l EWS 
1s· tctsr 

ing, about 30 people - police. 
' sheriff's deputies and volun­
teers - scoured the fields for 

· evidence of the spaceship . 
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i They found nothing. 
But no one in the communitv 

has forgotten the mysteriou's 
craft that flashed its green 
lights, then vanished. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
! 



UFO 
r~rted 
Fr1aay 

IPSWIC.H., MASS. 
CKRoN it.Le 
AU& ~o 1qB\ 

Yet to be identified is an object several 
local people saw wing over Ipswich at dusk the mouth of the river and was watching 
Friday evening. , · the sky," says Whittier, who lives on 
Th~ unidentified flying object WFO) is Waldingfield road. 

d~cr1bed by Maureen Perkins of 25 Upper "From right to left this rocket-type 
River road as conical in shape with a . object went across in front of me." 
"bluish-green flame at the end. And Unlike the women, who are unable to 
maybe a yellow shield in front." guess the dimensions of the object 

Perkins was backing her new Honda out Whittier said he estimated it to be about 12 
of her son-in-law's driveway (Jamie feet long and five to seven feet in diameter. 
Fay's) at 7 Fellow's road at precisely 8: 14 A neat toy 
Fnday evening when she saw " a ball of .. "It ~as sort of stubby," he says. "I 
fire heading rapidly over Route IA in the lmmed1ately thought 'some kid has a great 
.direction of the Don Bosco property." · .toy.' But it was going too fast." 

In the car with Perkins were Theresa ·.· Whittier, an engineer at Xenergy in 
Sullivan, 7 Upper River road and a friend Burlington and chairman of the town's 
Jean Morin of Cambridge. ' ' E~ergy Advisory Committee, says the 

"I looked hard to the left and it was Object was a dark silver color "with a 
traveling across Appleton Farms toward bluish-green flame at the rear - like a 
Don Bosco," she says. bunsen burner flame." 

" I told the others to look and then it was . "It went up Fox Creek toward Essex," 
gone." he says. "It stopped abruptly and then 
. Perkins says she pinned down the exact went straight up into the air and disap­

time, 8:14, because her new car has a peared." 
digital clock. P_erkins and Sullivan estimate the length 
}he object passed over the tree tops of time they saw the object at about five to 

(.just a football field away") and ten seconds. Whittier said it lasted no more 
disappeared, says Perkins. than five seconds. 

The women, cllrious to see more of the "I subsequently went up the river and 
ob~ect, drove to Don Bosco "looking for ~a"'. J>:C<>Ple on the Little Neck dock," says 
evidence." Whittier. "They'd seen it too and said 

"There W~S nothing," says Perkins. they'd have to sell their house if those 
f:- f~w ~iles away, Jack Whittier was "things were going to fly over Ipswich." 

br:mgmg his small boat into the Ipswich Whittier doesn't know the names of the 
River. He says it was about 8: 15. He'd just people at the Neck but he says they were a 
watched the sun go down. . young couple and five-year-old child. 

"I was coming in over the bre;ikwater at His curiosity peaked, Whittier says he 
called the Air Force Antenna Station on 
Great Neck to report what he saw. He did 
not call the Ipswich police. But he did try 
to reach UFO expert, Raymond Fowler of 
Wenham several times this week. <The 

Chronicle also repeatedly tried to reach 
Fowler but no one answered the telephone 
at his Wenham observatory.) 

Skeptical about what he saw, Whittier 
says he tends to "believe it was some sort 
of Air Force stuff. I remain healthily 
s~eptical it was a UFO," he says, "but 
s1ttmg .there watching it, I got a little 
tingly. I never saw anything like it 
before." 

Theresa Sullivan wonders if the object 
was a meteor. But she says she's talked to 
several people who say meteors don't 
behave that way: 

"Or maybe it was a satellite that burned 
out," she guesses. "I don't really know." 
· Was she frightened when she saw it'? 

"Not a bit," says Sullivan, adding she 
could see no engines and no people aboard 
the object. 

Police clerk Joyce Gysan says no one 
reported the incident to the Police 
Department. 

Brenda Sheldon of the Air Force Solar 
Observatory on Sagamore Hill, Hamilton 
says that place closed up at 7:45 p.m. 
Friday and even if it had been open, it does 
not have equipment to track UFO's. 

"We track the sun," says Sgt. Sullivan. 
And Bill Mavroides, a physicist with the 

Antenna Station on Great Neck, says no 
one was at the station Friday evening. 
Apart from the call from Whittier, 
Mavroides says he's heard nothing else 
about the UFO. 

"We have no way of tracking it," he 
says. 

Could it have been an Air Force object'? 
Mayr?ides doesn't know. And he says, 

even 1f 1t was, the Air Force wouldn't tell 
him about it. 
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Groups go to •:ourt 
for UFO inforrnation 

LIMESTONE, Maine 
Private organizations seeking infor­
mation about sightings of uniden­
tified _flying objects near Loring .Air 
Force Base are taking their battle to 
the U.S. 1st Circuit Court of Appeals 
in Boston. 

" We ' r e up aga inst a cosmic 
Watergate," said Larry Fawcett, a 
UFO investigator, said of his battle 
to--tincover information from the 
government. His group will appear 
in court on Oct. 28. 

Government agencies have been 
reluctant to give his organization 
any information, so the Citizens 
Against UFO Secrecy plans to see 
the documents under the Freedom . 
of Information Act. The 'papers are 
held by the National Security Agen­
cy. 

Attorney Peter A. Gernsten, from 
the New York based firm Rotliblatt, 
Rothblatt and Seijas, is represen­
ting the group and said the incidents 
" pose a threat to national 
security. " He said the UFO's in­
terest in weaponry "demonstrates a 
clear intent" of interest in national 
defense. He said that the federal 
government's stance that UFOs do 
not exist may either be a cover-up or 
a naivete, and that the incidents 
warrant further investigation. 

The incidents , he said, could be 
Soviet in origin. However , he said, 
the technology demonstrated in the 
incidents - instruments failed in 
jets and on the ground and they 
could not be caught - indicates 
something higher than man is 
capable of. "Under any hypothesis ," 
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he said, " we should be studying it. " 
Through the courts and under the 

Freedom of Information Act , the 
group he represents have obtained 
more than 3,000 records of UFO in­
cidents from the CIA, FBI and the 
security department. 

He said the evidence clearly 
shows that these things exist, and 
that they deserve further investiga-
tion. · 

A federal judge in Washington 
ruled in 1979 Jhat the 135 documents 
were so sensitive they couldn't be 
released without jeopardizing the 
nation 's security. 

During a three-week period in Oc­
tober 1975 there were multiple 
sightings of unidentified· flying 
objects over Loring Air Force Base. 

Utilizing the Freedom of Infor-· 
mation Act, Fawcett and others 
have learned that 11 bases in the 
northern part of the country 
declared top-level security-alerts 
during those three weeks. 

Included were alerts at Loring 
during what is speculated to have 
been helicopter flights over the in­
stallation and its nuclear bomb 
dump for three nights in October. 

During the same time period, the 
U.S. and Canadian Air Force were . 
unable to capture or follow "a series 
of unidentified aircraft or brightly 
lit objects. " The object flew at great 
speeds, and was designed to hover , 
and move at great altitudes. 

Fawcett , who works . with the 
C~nter for UFO Studies, said the 
documents are being purposely 
withheld. Some of those documents 

may pertain to unexplained 
"helcopter flights" over the nuclear 
weapons area of Loring on October 
and November 1975 and several 
other unexplained sightings across 
t he northern part of the U.S. 

So far , the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the Federal Aviation 
.Adm i nistration , the North 
American Air Defense Command , 
1the Army, Navy and Air Force have 
·,withheld information on sightings, 
:• ;aid Fawcett, who is an investigator 
tfor the Coventry, Conn ., based 
•Center for UFO Studies. 

Fawcett, who also works with 
Citizens against Secrecy and the 
Mutual UFO Network in Seguin, 
Texas, said from the documents he 
h as on file he believes there are 192 
c·lassified documents on the subject. 

The Air Force has refused to res­
p• ond to inquiries relating to UFOs. 

From 1949 to 1969, the Air Force 
vvas reportedly the only branch of 
ti ie armed forces investigating UFO 
si ghtings. The Air Force examined 
about 12,000 reports under the 
a11spices of Project Blue Book . 
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'U:fO' left ashes and crater 
By :J;M '11~ j~_IT "Just mounds of cold "The ash was grey propulsion marks," he 

and CHRIS ZDb ashes and a wierd black with a crater-like said. 
Smoky Lake RCMP sulphur smell." surface. It was soft.. H Samples of ~he ashes 

officials aren't laughing you stepped on it, you have been shipped to 
at a recent report of a The Wilson's are con- would sink up to your Ottawa and to a Uni-
UF'O sighting in their vinced the fire they ankles," he said. versity of Alberta pro-
area. sighted was a UFO tak- "The area was cigar- fessor for analysis. 

A confidential report, ing off from their field . shaped, about 30 feet The site has been 
complete with pictures And they're not one bit across. overrun by curious 
and ashes from a possi- embarrassed to say so. "If you let your locals anxious for a look 
ble UFO crater, has "What we saw was imagination get away, at the alleged UFO 
been shipped to RCMP definitely not anything you could almost see jet .launching pad. · \ 
headquarters in Ottawa. normal," Mrs. Wilson 

The excitement began told The Journal. 
last Saturday morning "I'm getting tired of 
when Pat Wilson and people telling us we did-
her husband Jim n't see what we know 
sighted· a strange fire we saw. 
burning in a field on "Everjbody's trying 
their acreage, as they to make us feel like 
drove home from their some kind of craiy nuts 
sister's wedding. that came home pol-

\<ANS. 

"It wasn' t like a nor­
mal fire," Mrs. Wilson 
told The Journal. "There 
was no crackling sound, 
no smell, and it was a 
bright orange colqr." 

The Wilsons quickly 
changed into work 
clothes and went to ex­
amine the strange sight. 
They weren't prepared 
for what they found. 

luted from a party," she 
said bitterly. 

RCMP officals have 
taken the Wilsons very 
seriously. 

They questioned the 
family and investigated 
the site carefully before 
filing their report. 

"The ground was 
burned to a depth of six 
or seven inches," said a 
Smoky Lake RCMP 

"There was no fire at officer who wished to 
all," says Mrs. Wilson. remain anonymous. 

He said he personally took a call from 
as far north as El Dorado about the ob­
ject . 

The Wichita office ha s received 
several calls about the object he said . 

/\ spokesman from McConnell Air 
Force Base said the base had received 
some ca lls about the object. 

So far , no one has confessed lo laun­
ching the UFO. 

The National Weat her Serv ice didn'I 
launch it. according to the s pokesman 
for the Wichita weather service. 

" Personally . I suspect it might lw 
Department of Defense ... li e said . 

''That ba lloon did not originate from 
McConnell ." the spokesma n from Mc­
Connell Air Force Base sa id . "It cou ld . 
have come from a number sources. and ! 
not necessari ly milita ry sources " 

·UFO r~ns mystery today 
~ 7 : · ;: "Afler I gol a call about it. I looked 

The J.J.c.i.den.lfile.qJ:lying Qpject in the oul the window. I didn 't see at first 
sky above Arkansas Cily last night because of !he cloud bank. " Marquis 
remained unidentified today. said . 

T~AVEL~ 

.S~P I\ 1q9 f 

The peanut-sha ped object - mostly He later spotted it. He described the 
likely a weather balloon - hung in the objecl as a bright sta r with a smaller 
eastern sky, partia ll y obscured by sta r underneath it. 
clouds playing hide and seek with the it. " It looked like ii is a real big 
and att racted the notice of residen ts. balloon, .. a spokesman for the National 

The white . transparent balloon could Weather Service center in Wichita said. 
st ill be seen in the daylight high near 1t ' ~as apparently travelling at a ex-

FLYINC: SAl.'C'ER - This is 
the unidentified object which 
no one has been able to figure 
out or claim that has been 
floating abo,-e Arkansa s City 

the top of the sky to the east and south " tremel y high altitude because of the 
J ohn Marquis. of KSOK radio. said wide area from which the office 

the station received inquiries about the received ca lls . he said . 
object . - 21 
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Health problems add to mystery 

Tex(ln~ tell of strange 
By PAMELA LYON t~iili'fi.Gt. 
Stall Wr iter 

"I thought the world was coming to an end ... 
I told (m11 grandson) not to be afraid, to look at 
the center of the light/or the sweet/ace of Jesus, 
coming to take us to a better place." - Vickie 
Landrum, describing her Dec . 29. 1980, encoun­
ter. 

DA YTO ' - Vickie Landrum is a .god-fearing 
woman . So when she saw the thing that cold De­
\l'mber night . hovering above a desolate , back­
countrv road nea r this small Liberty County 
lumber town . there was only one possible expla­
nation. 

She w<.1s havi ng a religious experience . 
As Mrs . La ndrum te ll s the storv . s he was trav­

eling back to her Dayton home from Monday 
night bingo at the VF'W ha ll in New Caney with 
he r 7-year-old grandson. Colby , a nd a friend, 
BPtty Cash . when it happened . 

First they saw a bright. mysterious light 
through the tree tops up :-ihead . Then . as the c a r 
rou nded a be nd on Farm Road 148:.i about 15 
miles northwest of Dayton . it was sud denly be­
for e them . 

. Diamond-shaped a nd " t a ll as a water tower," 
it floated over the road just a bove the. treetops, 
blindingly bright. Mrs . Landrum reJ:alled . Red.,. 
orange flames spewed from the bottom and in­
termittently burst into greater intensity with a 
rushing sound like a flame-thrower as the object 
moved higher . · 

From 133 feet away. the he at was ex-
cruciating. . 

" It felt like we were burning up, " said Mrs . 
Landrum. "You've heard it a ll your life that the 
world is going to end by fire. I believe it. " 

But her first impression didn ' t last long , not 
a ft er they got a good look at the thing. ~ 

Not after they saw the swarm of helicopters 
around it - big double-rotary, military -like 
<'hoppers . 

Not after the months - long bouts with the burns 
and bliste rs . the crippling nausea and diarrhea, 
the eye problems and shedding hair - a total 
p<.1l'k'.lgC' of symptoms that points to radiation 
sickness. said a s pace scientist who has closely 
monitore d the casP . 

1 ow therL' are those who s co ff at close encoun­
ters of a ny kind . skeptics who pass off sightings 

of so-called Unidentified Flyi11g Objects (UE.a.U, 
as distorted perceptions of entirely earthly phe­
nomenon . the shimmering illusions of swamp 
gas or the ravings of crackpots . 

Stories . in short . to be taken SP.riously only by 
devotees of the supermarket press - like the 
A1;1g. 11 article about Mrs . La ndrum 's experienc1· 
m th·e Natio·nal Enquirer with the screaming 
ht>adline "UFO Terrorizes and Burns 3 Texans ." 

But to the experts who investigate such mys­
terious goings-on . the Landrum-Cash case is 
among the most compelling . and disturbing. en­
counters ever reported. 

encounter. 
Dr . J. Allen Hyn e k . founder of the Center for 

UFO Studies in Evanston . Ill .. and the country's 
premier UFO investiga tor . termed the Dayton 
incident u "really crucial case" because of the 
'. ' absolutely . unequivocal physical effects ." 

"Something sure as hell happened : Those 
women didn ' t pull out their hair and blind them ­
selves." said Hynek . "The connection with the 
event is clear-cut. It's one-to-one . We have other 
c;i ses . but rarely as clear-cut as this ." 

Although she says that " timC' sort of st9od 
I ' 

still." Mrs . La ndrum estimates she 
arid her companions were exposed to 
the fire-belching obje<'t for at lea st 10 
minutes before it d r ifted off over the 
trees . 
. It was a winter night . but they con­

tinued their journey home with the 
ca r 's air conditioner on . Mrs . Land ­
rum said. Their exposed skin seemed 
intcnselv sunburned . as after a too ­
long s ta·y at the beach in early sum­
mer . 

Th at night . Mrs . Landrum greased 
l'ler grandson with ba'by o.il. T.hat 
night . too . Colby started getting sick . 
I-{e ,·ornit\•<i and ha d uncontrollable 
diarrh1!a. a n om inous prelu<it' to what 
would happen to all of them . 

· Colhv . who had nightmares for 
months afterwa rd and would wake up 
screa ming . sti ll hears the faint scars 
of the l:irge . sack-like blisters that 
formed on his f,1ce . 

: Mrs . Lmdrum . too . has a network 
of whiti~h ;ind rnised scars on her 
a rms from l he blisters . which have 
recurred pt>riodically over the past 
eight months . partiC'ularly wh~n she 
is exposed to s unlight. Both still are 
sensitive to heat and cannot bear hot 
water . Mrs . La ndrum said. 

: Her hair . now long e nough for a per­
m<lnPnt . al one time fell out leaving 
scattered bald spots . But her eyes 
bothe red her the most. 

"My eyes were burned unti! , th~y 
looked like they were decayed, said 
Mrs . La ndrum . Since the incident. she 
has changed her eyeglass pre­
scription twice. each time progres­
sively s tronger . She now seems to be 
losing her peripheral vision and is de­
veloping cataracts . Colby also now 
needs glasses. 
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Rut Betty Cash. 5:! . who bolted from 
the car when they encountered the ob­
jeet. W<t S the OlOSt affected Of the trio . 

She . too . was stricken with severe 
nausPa . diarrhe a and headaches . A 
once-active woman. she now W<lS in­
C'apa e it<lted by a relentless lethargy . 
Large . knot -like blisters formed on 
her faC"e . sc<l lp <lnd eyelids. Her eyes 
were swollen almost shut. 

She was hospitalized in January for 
nearlv four weeks . The doctors were 
stumpPd. 

"There was no diagnosis : they 
didn't know what they were dealing 
\v.ith . •· said John Schuessler. a scien­
ti$t with McDonnell Douglas Astro­
nautics at NASA's Johnson Space 
Center near Houston. 

Schuessler . project manr1ger for 
space shuttle operations support. has 
been active in UF'O reser1rch and or­
ganizations since the mid -1960s . He is 

Olll' of about ;,1 dllZPn SC'i1 ~ 11tists and 
pt oft>ssional lL'C'h llil'ians in thP Clear 
L1k1· rity a rf'a . about h:i lf of which 
\\'<i rk for NASA . \\'ho compri se Pro­
jl:'ct VISIT . wh ich is stud~·ing UFO 
tl' C' hnology . 

Schuessler tnl't Mrs . Landrum . Col­
hv a nd :virs. Cas h in F'ehruarv after 
the~· h;id contactt'Cf NA SA :rnd ·a UF'O 
reporting network in Seattlf' . Wash .. 
to try to find out what happ1 ·ned tu 
them. 

Righ t <.ifter the in<'ident . th1! three 
had agreed to te ll no onp aho11t their 
Px periPncf'. said Mrs. Lanrtru 1n. who 
w:1itf'rl four d:t\'S ht'fon· s ht> tnld lwr 
husb:1nd . · 

" Yo11 c!on't go around telling people 
when somet hing like th is h;!ppens . 
The\" d think vou ' rl' erazv ." she 
ad ct~· d · · 

Rut ;i s th e sicknl'ss prog ressed, 
they dt>c idl'd they h;1 d to kno\\ more . 
Said Mrs . La ndrum : " ff we hadn't 
m e t .Jo hn Schuessh•r. r think I would 
h;ivt> lost my minrl ." 

Se hu csslt!r was kecnlv interested . 
He took photographs of their blisters . 
biirns . damaged eyes and haldlng 
heads . He urged Mrs . Landrum to 
kPqi a <iail:v rli;iry of her symptoms . 
And <if tt>r t :-i lking to the be wildered 
physicians . he located and contacte<i 
a radiation spec ialist in Madison. Wis. 

"You ca n 't guar;intPe 11 ·s radiation 
sickness . but it looks like it ." said 
Schuessler . "Other things cr1n cause 
these (s~ · mptorns J but not likrly the 
total paekage ." 

The roc!ir1tion specialist. who wish­
t>d to n·m<.1in anonymous . agreed . In 
an April corrcspondt~ n re he noted the 
burns could be secondr1r:v to high in­
tensitv infra-red radi a tion . ultra-vio­
let rays or ionizing rnrtiation. 

"We are over a m e di('al-scientific 
barrel not knowing C'xactly what the 
source of radiation w:1s. nor the dose 
reeeived by these UFO witnesses ." he 
wrote . 

But Schuessler and H:vnek aren't 
entirely sure the unexplr1ined object 
was an otherworldly UF'O . The heli-
copters are the problem . ' 

Despite its awesome power . the ob­
ject Mrs . Landrum saw Appeared to 
be in distress; it seemed to have 
trouble maintaining altitude . And it 
was when the gir1nt. metr1I object fi­
nally gained enough thrust to sail off 
over the trees that Mrs . Landrum and 
her companions saw it was not alone. 

"After the object drifted to where 
we kind of got our senses . we noticed 
the helicopters." said Mrs . Landrum . 
" They were up over it and following 
it. It wr1s like they were taking it 

somewhere or it was in trouble and 
they werf' he lping it. " 

The heli copters were like none 
she'd seen b~fore : l<irge airborne m ;i­
chines with double rotar~, hlades. Col­
by drew a picture of a c raft thr1t re­
sembled <.i mili!<try helicopter . like a 
CH-46 or CH-47 . Schue ssler said . 

The trio weren 't the onl:v people who 
reported seeing the hPlicopters. or the 
objt>et for that matter. 

A rn~rn near Crosby . a tiny town 15-
odd miles southwest of Dayton. told 
co-workers about the helicopters. 
Schuess lPr said . lnvPs tigation of the 
Dec . 29 in<'ident also turnec! 11p thrf'e 
more sets of witnesses. totalling sev ­
en mlditional persons. who saw the 
object . 

;.We are dealing with a rer1l event. 
but we 'n • not sure if it's a government 
l'Xl'rcise or a UFO sighting. " said H.v­
nek. who headed Project Bluebook. u 
11.S. Air Force study of UFOs from 
about 1948 to 1969. "There's a lot of top 
secret st11ff going on that most people 
don't know about." 

Hynek believes the wom e n should 
fi le ;1 l<1ws11it to c~_n1pPI rtis c losure . 

The government ctPn i1•s any kno w! 
l'dge of or rol<• in tht- incidt'il i 
SL"hucssler said ht• c:onta<:tt>d 1•\·c·n· 
military installation in TP xas th ;;! 
might h ilVt' had il 1tffi ei Pnt airc r;if! i " 
have bee n involved . HP had no .;; 1u -
('!:'SS . 

" The hPlil'optPrs have be c• n eom ­
pletely stonewalled . ·· hl' said . 

At the Armv ·" F't . Hood near !\ill · 
een. the country's IC:Jrgest military L1 -
cility where a brigade of "IOO-pl11 <; " 
helicopters is b;1scd. :1 spokesman 
said no Pt. hood :iireraft wen• in th p 
Houston urea that night . 

·· 1 don ' t know of <.iny olttl:'r pl; !(" 
around here that wo11ld have th at 
number of helicoptt•rs ." said prf' ss of . 
ficer Major Tony Gt'ishauser . ,;Tlh•rt· 
m:t~' be something tu this . but I d on '! 
know what it c·mlld tw unl ess 
there's a super-secret thing going rm 
and I wouldn't necessarilv know 
ahout it.·· · 

Said M rs. Landrum : " It ain't :lil \ ' ­
thing from outer space with litt.lc· 
green men. that 's for sure. If tlw go 1· 
e rnment doesn 't know ahout it . thev 't l 
better find out. " · · · 
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Lett~rs to the editor • • • 
M()LtNTAIN HOMf l~\k i\ . 

BAX TG\~ 8 v""- L:-. Tl t'·J 

AIJC? J.1 l~.S\ 
. \ 

Unexplained light 
It can ' t happen , but it did . So 

what do you do '.' Believe you r 
own eyes'.' The supernatural 
l"FQs '.' Frankly . I'm stuck for an 
answer. 

.\1y wife had entered the 
Arkansas Poultry Association 
Cooking Contest and finished as 
one of the top 12 ladies in the 
state . So we were invited for a 
weekend of festivities to be held 
at the Majestic and Velda Rose 
Towers in Hot Springs , all 
expenses paid . Including a 
concert by The Oak Ridge Boys 
held at the Convention Center . 

The dates were June 20 and 21. 
We stayed in our room Fr·iday 
night and took in the roof garden . 
Saturday night we went to he 
Convention Center and had a 
table 10 feet from the stage. The 
Oak Ridge Boys were fabulous . 
After the show we came back to 
the hotel , went to another 
smaller concert with free food 
drink and dancing . ' 

The night was very hot , about 
9.5 or 96 degrees . We talked it 
over , as we had no air condi­
tioner in our old '67 Rambler, and 
decided we would just give up 
our last night there and drive 
home at night since the next day 
would be well over 100 degrees . 

I started driving around II p. 
m . Saturday and drove to 
Marshall. By that time I was 
pretty well tired out, so my wife 
said she would drive. So I just fell 
back and went to sleep, and the 
next thing I knew my wife 
awakened me saying very 
excitedly, " My lights are going 
out , my lights are going. You 
drive. " 

I woke up in . time to see the 
headlights go from high beam 
right down to nothing, very 
slowly, and slowly come back on . 
They did that two or three times 
after I woke up. As she pulled to 
the side of the road I jumped out 
and started around the back of 
the car. I don't recall looking up , 
but the whole area was lit up. The 
lights came back on about the 
time I got to the driver's door . I 
did have a very strange feeling 
like my hair was standing up, 
and something was going to grab 
me. I got in and started driving, 

2 
4 it has never happened since. 

The best I can pinpoint the 
location , it was in a rather 
remote area between the Buffalo 
River and the road that leads into 
the old mining town of Rush . I 
asked my wife how she managed 
to see while the lights were dying 
down and out, and she said there 
was some sort of light up on top of 
the hill to her right that lit up the 

area. She also said the lights 
went off and on very slowly at 
least six or eight times . 

C/~\Y\ARt~L.0; C.Al...lF 
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I drive througn mere µn:ll Y 
regular and I know there is no 
light on top of a hill that would 

' light up the road like that. The 
time was approximately 3 a . m . 
on Sunday . June 21. I am still 
searching for answers . I have 
been unable to come up with any 
logical or mechanical reason 
how it can happen , but it did . 

Thought maybe someone else 
may have seen something along 
about that time . Would like to 
hear from anyone that has any 
idea how it could happen. Maybe 
some mechanic might h ave 
some ideas. You can answer 
through this column or call me on 
the phone . I ' 11 listen to any 
reasonable solution . 

Thank you 
Bob E ason 

1023 E . 9th St. 
Phone 425-2394 

Fishing trip 
yields UFO 

Ry lli\ROLll Kl!'iSC'll 

"I won 't say it was a flying saucer." said Tony Cuozzo. " I rlon 't 
know what it was. But let me tell you it was weird. " 

What Tony and three other C'amari llans saw recently near Lone 
Pine off Highway ~95 seems to qualify as a definite UFO sighting. 

Tony said he saw the mysterious object a week ago Friday while on 
a fishing trip to the Ma·mmoth Lakes :1rea with fellow C'amarillan Skip 
Sorich and their 11-year-old sons. Kevin Cuozzo and Chris Sorich . 

Skip. a member of the City Planning Commission, even took pic­
tures of the "unidentified flying object.· · At this writi ng Tony and the 
others were anxiously awaiting arrival of the prints at the photo shop. 

" It was about 7 :45 - - ju.st about dusk." Tony said. "when we sn\,. 
this bright light ." 

"First star of the night." quipped Skip for the benefit of the two 
ho:vs:. Then everybody in the C<!r began shouting. " Hey . that's no 
star. 

"It was ·too low to be n star and bcsicies." sa id Tony. ' 'ii was mo\'· 
ing." . 

"We pulled off the road to get n better look . . All of a sudcien it just 
shot away." 

Tony said they continued up 395 until they spotted the strange light 
again. This time when they pulled off the road .:-i nd stopped. Skip 
whipped out his ~5 mm camera and managed to grab some shots of the 
UFO before it disappeared again. 

" It was a very bright light. cylindrical in shape. " Tony saici . " It wns 
definitely not a plane or a spotlight. " 

Skip left town to attend a trophy dealers convention before I hnd n 
chance to ask him about the experience. Rut whilf' relating the inci­
dent to co.unty reporter Gil Chan before he left. Skip used his hancis to 
outline a dome-shaped saucer when nsked to describe the ob.iect . 

With luck the photos will reveal more detail. 

l 
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Strange lights spur 
UFO reports in area 

0 • • • By MARIE. WHITE [FRONTPAGEJ 
·.'I ·· I Telegraph Correspondent 
LEXINGTON - Even though everyone is hesitant to discuss 

the sightings of an Unidentified Flying Object, or UFO, near 
here for fear of ridicule, the reports keep coming in . 

Members of the Lexington police department as well as the 
county sheriff's office observed the strange lights again 
Wednesday night between 7-8 p.m . from the observation post 
they had set up at the airport. 

The Kearney police received a call early Thursday morning 
from a Kearney resident of sightings observed by five people 
of strange lights in the Sumner area . 

"There is definitely something there, but we don't know 
what it is ," is the general consensus of the people who have 
seen the UFO near here . The unidentified lights are still ap­
pearing at various times . The location seems to be southwest 
of Lexington and east of Darr. 

The lights are variously described as brilliant lights , danc­
ing lights , a white light with a red glow, multi-colored, and 
when observed through binoculars , red and green . They are 
often seen in pairs , and at one time, observers saw three of 
them at once. They suddenly disappear, sometimes one at a 
time, an observer said. 

These unusual lights have been seen by a number of people, 
including law officers from Dawson and Gosper counties . 
Groups of people have been seen observing the unusual lights , 
some with binoculars and scopes. 

The first report was received by the Lexington police depart­
ment at 8:52 p.m. qn Sept. 9. But since that time, residents 
have reported sightings as early as Sept. 8. 

The lights have been observed at some time every night 
since they were first spotted , unless there is a cloud cover. A 
man employed at Darr reported seeing one east of Darr at 5 
a .m. one day. 

The Lexington Chamber of Commerce reports that whath­
er it is , it is not sponsored by the chamber. 

BlRMlN G HA\-tt M(CH. 
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. REPORTS OF the recent 
JIEQ.sighting in Birmiqgham were 
listed oii' the police log as 
"suspicious circumstances." 
· ' 'On second thought," said police 
dispatcher Linda Christy a couple of 
days after the incident, "I should 
have written it down as 'suspicious 
vehicle.'" · 

GRESt4AM, ORE, 
CUT LOOK 
5EP. \1 1tt£~ l 

FLYING SAUCER - The Jeff Over­
bys of Springdale were among a 
num·ber of people who spotted an 
Unidentified Flying Object Cill:QJ over 
the Government Camp-Timberline 
area last Tuesday. 

"Whatever it was came along at . 
dusk," Mrs. Overby relates. " We were 
at the rest area at Government Camp 
with half a dozen other people when the 
object - flat , no wings, soundless - ap-

peared from the west. We watched it for 
at least 20 minutes until it moved slowly 
up towards Timerline. 

"Someone at the service station in 
Government Camp called Timberline 
and they reported seeing three of the 
UFOs, which finally took off toward the 
east and disappeared." 

Never before had the Overbys had a 
similar experience.' ' 
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UFO? They know 
what they saw . 

By JOHN F. BROWN 
Times Herald Reporter 

Speculation continues to 
mount about the four lights 
sighted -in a cloud formation 
over the Blue Water Area 
Monday night. 

Those who believe in celes­
tial visitors say it was a UE..O. 
Others believe it may have 

been several planes refueling; 
but many who saw the lights 
and heard no sounds discount 
that theory. 

Whatever it was, hundreds 
of people saw something in the 
northeast sky between 9: 30 
and 10:45 p.m. 

Jack Thompson, Warren, a 
national investigator for the 

Investigation Committee on 
Aerial Phenomena, said today 
that he's 90 percent certain 
the sighting was two planes 
refueling. 

"My source in the Air Force 
says it was two planes refuel­
ing," Thompson said. "But I'll 
know for certain tomorrow .... 
I had quite a few calls on this 

sighting over Port Huron and 
Sarnia." 

Thompson said the planes 
may have been from a base in 
California or New York - or 
from any place in the United 
States: "They exercise in this 
area all the time, and Self­
ridge isn't aware of the sched­
uled time exercises.'' 

Thompson said Selfridge Air 
National Guard officials may 
not have picked up the air­
craft on their radar because 
the base is no longer a strate­
gic air base and doesn't mon­
itor high altitude aircraft as it 
once did. 

" I could be wrong, but it 
sounds like a refueling oper-

ation to me," he said. 
Dorothy Lewis, Sarnia, said 

she believes Thompson is 
2avrong. 

Lewis, head of Post N, the 
local chapter of the Canadian 
group called UFO In­
vestigations, said today that 
she is sure it was an extra-

See Sky, Page 3A 

-PORT HURON, M\Ct-\. 
TIMES libRALD 
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LOOK, UP IN THE SKY - This view is similar to the 
four lights several people reported seeing Tuesday night 
in the sky over Port Huron. 

SkY----
was a genuine UFO sighting. 
My friend feels that way, too." Continued from Page 1A 

terrestrial sighting. 
"They would like us to be­

lieve it was an airplane or 
jet," Lewis said. "But some­
one would have heard it if it 
were a plane. Canadian news 
sources said it was a refueling 
operation, too. But no one 
seems to be able to tell us 
where the operation all started 
from. It doesn't add up. 

"I didn't see the lights, but a 
friend of mine did. She didn't 
hear any sound - and believe 
me, if it had been four jets or 
even two jets, there would 
have been a tremendous 
amount of noise heard. 

" I'm inclined to believe it 

Alice Errington, a Selfridge 
public relations employee, 
said no jets or helicopters 
were in the area from the base 
Monday night. She had no ex­
planation for the lights. 

Steve Vachon, 15, Mary­
sville, also has no explanation 
for the lights Monday, but he 
hopes to have one soon. 

Vachon, who was jogging 
near his home, ran home and 
got his camera. He and his 
brother, Phil, 14, watched the 
lights for several minutes. 

"I took three pictures, but I 
won't know what I have until 
the film is developed," Vachon 
said. 
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1~tate,- private agencies probing 
- \ 

claim of UFO encounter 
~ 

i.\.·c1NDv HORSWELL ,, I 
Qronicle Staff 
~ \ 

~jhe Texas Department of Health and three private agenci.es 
VEl' investigating reports that two . Dayton wom,en an~ a child 
f*y have been exposed to an urudenhfied flym~ Jl.bject and 
l'Qffered radiation exposure as a .result. . . 
~It was a cold , cloudy evening on Dec. 29 when V1ck1e Lan­

'in 57 a waitress and her former employer, Betty Cash, 52, 
" ~wn~r of a cafe

1

in Dayton, and Mrs. Landrum's 7-year-old 
ndson, Colby Landrum, were driving from New Caney to 
fton. .

1 -·L·~·· ... ·an uninhabited stretch of FM 1485, about 30 nu es 
est of Houston near Huffman and about 15·miles west of 

Dayton, .they spotted something strange. "I. saw a long, red 
tbj.pg'iri the sky about three miles ahead," said Mrs. Landrum. 
!1*tcying to figure out what it was." 
i....~be: said that within minutes the object was in front of them. 
~; Landrum said she screamed at Mrs. Cash to stop the car 
~~i~Y all jumped out. 
~~y, who lives with Mrs. Landrum, ran. back to the car a 
~tni~ later and hid on the floorboard , said Mrs. Landrum._ 
:1; _: 

t~~ng an uninhabited stretch of 
~jj\ 1485, about 30 miles north-
~"'-·-· . 
~st of Houston near Huffman 
~ about 15 miles west of Day­

~~n: they spotted something 
~;$ttange. "I ~w a long, red thing 

~ in the sky about three miles 

· ·~ ahead,'' said Vickie Landrum. ~'I 
~ · w~s trying to figure out what it 
~ was." 
~ 

ihe said she remained outside about four. minutes and 'Mr~. 
'Cash, the driver, got the closest to the ob3ect and watched 1t 
'for about 10 minutes. 
· " It was diamond-shaped and as tall as a water towe~ ,' '. ~· 
Landrum said. " It was a dull, gray metallic color, and 1t 3ust 
flo~ted there." 

, She said red-<>range flames were intermittently spewing 
fr<?m the bottom and that it produced a noise she will never 
io[get. " It made a roaring sound like a flame thrower and then 
high-pitched beeps. It had a flammable smell. like lighter 
fluid ," sl;le said. The heat, she said, was so intense that it 
~aused sweat to pour off her and her companions. 
.. " It was so bright. The glow lit everything up. It was as if the 
whole woods was on fire ," she said. 
: As the object began heading to the northwest , said Mrs. 
Landrum, she saw large, double-rotary helicopters following 
it. She said she and her grandson counted about 23 helicopters. 
'. ..'' It (the object ) was a monstrous thing. It seemed like it was 
having trouble flying , and so it would let out those flames and 
~O<Shoot up again while making that shrill beeping sound ," 
.~iQ Mrs. Cash, a divorcee who is now staying with her elderly 
'mother in Fairfield, Ala. 
) -Mrs. Cash went to Alabama recently to recuperate from 
"-wns,-.blisters, weakness , diarrhea, headaches, eye problems 
~ k1Ss of hair - all problems she attributes to her encounter 
.;with.the flying object. Mrs. Cash lost about 50 percent of her 
~r abcl had to be hospitalized twice after the sighting. 
;o ldr.sr Landrum said she had similar symptoms, but to a 
:,1ef9e_r,qegree ; Colby was nauseated and had "kind of a bad 
~burn." They say the degree of illness corresoonded tn th<> 

length ·of time each was outside the car and bathed in the 
bright light. . . . ,, 

" I felt so hot inside, as if I was burnmg from the ms1de out., 
Mrs. Cash said. "The light blinded me so much that I couldn t 
see to back the car up and we were afraid to go under the 
object. " ' 

The two women and boy initially made a pact not to tell 
anybody about what they had seen because they felt they 
would not be believed. · · 

" It was just too weird to mention, but we didn't know then 
that we had been hurt," said Mrs. Landrum. 

By 1 a.m. that night, Mrs. Landrum said both she and her 
grandson had blistered as if badly sunburned and both suffer-
ed from nausea and diarrhea. • 

"We were starving for water. Just couldn't get enough and 
couldn't stand a warm bath. It had to be cold, for weeks after 
that. Didn't like being near a stove or hot food, " she said .. 

She said that two days later she visited Mrs. Cash, who lived 
alone and found her so weak she could not get a glass of 
wate~. Mrs. Landrum said part of Mrs. Cash's body was 
covered with egg-sized knots and blisters. Mrs. Cash was 
hospitalized the next day at Parkway Hospital in Houston. · 

The trio broke their secrecy pact then and told doctors about 
the incident. Mrs. Landrum also reported it to Dayton Pohce 
Chief Tommy Waring. 

Waring said he has known Mrs. Land~m for about 30 years 
and "after talking to her for 35 or 40 mmutes, you kne~ she 
was reporting what she thought she saw. She appeared highly 
nervous and upset. '' . 

Mrs. Landrum said her hair began to "come out in wads" 
and her eyesight began failing about three weeks after the 
incident. She then sought medical attention. Her hair has since 
regrown, though she says it now has a burnt , frizzled texture. 

The three have been interviewed by John F. Schuessler, a 
mechanical engineer employed as McDonnel-Douglas' proiect 
manager for space flight operations in Clear Lake City. He 1s 
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investigating ner case in his capacity as a volunteer with the 
'Mutual UFO Network. 

He and Dr . J. Allen Hynek, founder of the Center for UFO 
Studies in Eu ans ton, Ill., say the Dayton incident is the most 
significant sighting that has occurred in the Houston area in 10 

"It (the object} was a monstrous 

thing. Jt seemed like it was hav­

ing triouble flying, and so it 
would · 1et out those flames ·and 

then sh1oot up again while mak­
ing tha-.t shrill beeping sound," 

said Betty Cash, a divorcee who 

is now \staying with her elderly 
mother in Fairfield, Ala. 

years: "That's because there is something you can actually 
examine afterward - the physical injuries," said Schuessler. 

Dr. P,B. Patil, a. specialist in cardiology and internal medi­
cine, said he and his colleagues hospitalized Mrs. Cash twice 
at Parkway Hospitc'\I in Houston for a total of about 31h weeks. 
"She definitely had! a bad burn on her face and her hair came 
out in clumps in two or three areas," he said. · 

He said consulta11ts were called in , but "we cannot say for 
sure what caused ii.," though he would not rule out radiation 
exposure. 

Dr. Steve Chanc!ler, a Liberty optometrist, treated Mrs. 

Dayton Police. Chief Tommy 

Waring said he has kpown Mrs. 

Landrum 'or about 30 years and 
"after talki~11g to her for 35 or 40 
minutes, yc)U knew she was r~ 
porting what she ·thought she 

I 

saw. She a1~peared highly nerv-

ous and upset." 

Landrum for a puffy, wd eyes. "There was quite a bit of 
irritation and swelling, 1redness due to some type of burn 
around the eyes, but I dc.in 't know the cause of it," he said, 
acknowledging that her €\yesight has worsened. He said an 
allergy to sunlight, chemicals and other things could have 
caused the same symptom~: as radiation. 

Dr. James Easley, a Houston radiologist, examined the 
women more than six months after the incident but said his 
results were not conclusive !~cause he saw the women so late. 

Schuessler has two theor.ies about the sighting: Either the 
object came from another planet or it was an experimental. 
top-secret U.S. government project. 

To substantfate the trio's story, Schuessler h~:gatheted 
reports from several persons in the area who also saY. they saw 
something strange. 

On that same night, Angie Stanley, 26, a Dayton PQ.s..tal clerk, 
was coming home from New Caney on FM 1485about·13 miles 
west of Dayton. "I saw a really bright light in the sky pretty 
far away," she said. "It looked like the bright headlights of a 
car on an oval-shaped thing." 

Jerry McDonald, 24, an oil field roughneck, also ,witnessed 
something strange that night from his home in ,myton. "I. 
heard a sound like a rumble, and I thought it was the Goodyear 
blimp," he said: "It was kind of triangular or diamond-shaped 
and had two twin torches that were shooting brilliant blue 
flames out the back." He said it also had two bright lights on it 
and a red light in the center as it passed about 150 feet above 
him. 

Belle Magee, 55, a bakery clerk, was in her home in East­
gate, about eight miles west of Dayton, when she looked out 
and saw a bright light heading in the direction of New Caney. 
"It was bright, like the light of a football field, bll'-.UP in the 
sky," she said. ·-

Dayton police officer L.L. Walker was off duty &Rd. driving 
home from Cleveland, five miles north of DaytonAQ4'FM 321, 
when he saw several large helicopters flying in fomiation. He 
says he is not sure .of the exact date, but thinks i.l.iiay have 
been Dec. 29. •· · · 

To jog Mrs. Landrum's memory, she was hypnet~ twice 
by Dr. R. Leo Sprinkle, a psychologist and director Of counsel-· 
ing ~nd testing at the University of Wyoming. SP.rinkle has 
studied about 250 persons who have reported UFO sightings 
during the last 20 years. . ·~: , 

Under hypnosis, Mrs. Landrum did not reveal any new 
details, he said, but she did not alter her story, either.' · 

"She showed very dramatically what her feelings .were as · 
she relived it," he said. "She kept pulling on her. !>louse and 
cradling her arm like she was holding Colby close'.:She said 
she thought it was the end of the world and Jesus was: coming 
out of the light." . · " 

Sprinkle said there is no way to know if a person~ hypno­
tized, "but based on my 15 years experience, she vlNr.7;- or else 
she has been taking acting lessons." Hypnosis recall-does not 
prove an incident happened, he said, but "it's her~mith, what 
the individual thinks is true." . .. ..• ,,.. . 

At the request of state Rep. Larry Browder, o:&idspring, 
· the Texas Department of Health's Bureau of Radia'tfon Control 

is investigating the Dayton incident. . · · 
. "We came into this thing fairly late in the game/ ~,'.said Russ 

Meyer, manager of the state's public health dePittrnent m 
Houston. ''"'"'"' 

On Sept. 16, he drove the stretch of road where ~sighting 
is. supposed to have occurred. His radiation detettiQJl equi~ 
ment did not find any traces of remnant radiationiitribe area. 
He also took soil samples, !fut testing of them is &>t,iomplete 
yet. 1 .... , . ... 

" If there had been radioactive contaminati;;R~- in large 
amounts, some would still be left there," he said. tlawever, he 
said certain types of radiatibn - such as ultr~olet light, 
infrared light and low-energy X-rays - might not leave any 
residual traces . · ·, ' 

Meyer has recommended that the trio's medical records be 
reviewed by the state health department's medical advisory 
board. Specialists, he said, cohld differentiate between radia­
tion and symptoms that could be attributed to such things as 
chemical t(l*ns. 
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The helk dpters , as described by the women, would appear 

to be CH47 Chinooks, used by the military as troop carriers. 
However, spokesmen for· the Army and National Guard, both 
of which keep helicopters in the Houston area, said there are 
no records of military helicopters being flown on Dec. 29. : 

Attorney Peter Gersten of the Bronx, N.Y., representing 
Citizens Against UFO Secrecy, said he is interested · iri the 
Dayton women and "particularly interested in things to <jo 
with the military." · 

Two weeks ago , he sent letters to the National Guard and 
U.S. Air Force headquarters requesting information on heli­
copters which may have been involved with ttie·: .!"startling 
encounter of a UFO" near Dayton and requestin~ all records 
they might possess on the subject. · : 

Military authorities said his letter has been tbrwarded to 
their legal departments .' · 
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What's un? 
UFO sightings sivamp police 

By Alice Collins f FIOIT 'AGE f 
and Karen Hermes Smit'.ttlll""" __ .... 
staff writers 

I j ·' r • ~., • I 

Did a starship from a galaxy far 
away swoop down and hover over the 
Birmingham area on Aug. 15 and again 
on Thursday night? 

Or did the unknown number of peo­
ple who sighted four eerie red lights 
high above the sky see an ordinary 
earth vehicle like a balloon? 

Birmingham Police Lt. Richard Tho­
mason, who's had experietke inv~ti­
gating unidentified flying object fT.LE!:l.) 
s igh tin~s . leans toward the balloon the­
ory. 

"Whatever it was, it caused no prob­
/\ 

lems for us and it 's gone," Thomason 
said. 

The fact that the lights remained in 
steady relationship to each other prob­
ably means they were attached to a 
single object, he said. 

Thomason believes the object could 
have been a high altitude weather bal­
loon like those that used to be seen fre­
quently over the area. 

"The balloon would be at such a high 
altitude that the sun, not so far below 
the horizon, would hit the balloon and 
reflect down," he said. "People on the 
ground would think they we're looking 
at lights. 

"That's one possibility)" Thor;nason 

continued. "Another is that it was a hot 
air balloon looking for a place to land." 

Dispatcher Ann DeBenham of 
Bloomfield Hills Department of Public 
Safety said she received 40 to 50 calls 
Thursday night from residents asking 
about the four red lights. · 

After the first two calls, she said she 
went outside to take a look at the lights 
herself. She took along a pair of binocu­
lars. 

"The lights formed- a diamond shape 
and they looked like they were swaying 
a little," she said, "almost like they 
were tied to a string or a balloon." , 

Ms. DeBenham said she noticed two 
red lights on the night of Aug. 15, but 
they were higher in the sky and looked 
li_ke th.ey were fatther · away. "They 
didn't move at all," she said. Ms. De­
Benham received no calls from resi­
dents that night. 

Officer Terry Kiernan of Birming­
ham Police Department also saw on 
Thursday the four red ) ,!.ghts Ms. De-

. Benham described. "They just drifted 
across the sky," he said. 

DeBenham, who worked as a 
dispatcher Aug. 15, said the phones "lit 
up like a pinball machine" that night. 
"For five to 10 minutes, the calls were 
constant." · 

Like Bloomfield Hills, Bloomfield 
Towns~ip Police said they received 
several calls from residents Thursday. 
When Officer Roger Beukema was 

- asked how many, he said, "About 100 
million." · 

Thomason said it is possible that the 
four red lights sighted on Aug. 15 and 
again on Thursday were from a UFO 
"but I assume it was something mor~ 
logical." · 

"In the past when we investigated 
sightings . more thoroughly, -we usually 
found reasonable explanations " he 
said. · ' 

Thomason added· that he does have 
an ?pen min~ about the possibility of 
vehicles commg here from outer space. 
"We know there have to be other intel­
ligent worlds out there. But I think if 
they do come, they'll find some way to 
communicate with us." . ' _ __j 
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I Thursday eve UFOs? 

Strange lights have 

many wondering 
Probably no,'Wf!:fJ\:ver know for sure, but several 

Prineville residents are convinced that the area was visited 
by unidentified flying objects (UFOs) last Thµrsday night. 

The city police department received seven calls from 
residents who said they had sighted unusual lights to the 
northeast and the west. All calls reported that the objects 
were pulsating red, green and blue liJ~hts. 

Officers Randy Sommers and John McMurran, their 
cur.iosities aroused.-drove out McKay to get a better look at 
the strange lights. 

"I don't know what it was," Officer McMurran said. 
"There were two bright stars that turned red, blue and 
green. They stayed there about four or five hours then kind 
of fizzled out." 

"Another officer came over from the valley that day and 
said that he observed some balloonists on the way over: It's 
possible that's what everybody was seeing," he said. 
Another theory suggested that the objects were reflections 
from Northern Lights. · 

Teresa Close of 515 S. Main· said that she and two friends 
sighted seven of the pulsating lights on Thursday night, and 
watched a smaller number on the following night. She 
added that the group also saw "white light that appeared to 
break off of the largest object of the group and streak 
across the sky." 
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Mountain.eers 
s~e UFO in 
Himalayas 

KATMA DU, Nepal {U PI) - Italian 
Reinhold Messner, one of the w,0rld's foremost 
mountaineers, said today he watched a UFO 
"tih.e siz~ of~ fu~l moor" for nearly three hours 
while chmbmg m the Himalayas. 

On his return to Katmandu after an unsuc­
cessful attempt on 24,2-48-foot Mount Chamb­
lang, he said he spotted the UFO as it drifted 
south into Nepal from Tibet over the mighty 
snowcapped mountains. 

"It was moving very slowly," he said. " It 
moved east~ard and then went again south­
west and dnfted _finally north into Tibet." His 
climbing partner Doug Scott, a British school­
teacher, also sighted the object, he said as did 
a nearby joint Polish-British expediti~n but 30 at a different time. ' 
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kan~as Ci t·• wns still unidentified 
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was descr ib\.'cl ns ;>, bright star wi t'.-. a 
sm3llH :· tar underneath it 
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MELVYN TROUTZ 'never believed in UFOs until, at age w 

1
• th light coming down from out-

58, he finally saw one. a er space and picking people 
" I ~uess _I've joined the ranks of the cranks," the San up ," he said . 

Antonio resident chuckled. · ·'They were travelling But Troutz is now con-
Troutz , an ~ma_teu~ astro- from exact north to exact u F·o vinced that there are other 

nomer, was ly~ng m his back sout h at one tremendous I . civilizations in outer space . 
yard, observm_g a meteor speed. If I'd have batted my 1 "God must have made 
sho.wer, ~hen his eye c~ught eyes, I'd have missed the . other worlds out there. But 
a~I mcr~dible, yet unmistak- whole thing," he said. Convinced he didn't tell us about 
a .:i sight. h . h Troutz scoffs at sugges- them," he said. 

was watc mg t e "When the big craze was Troutz has seen some in-
North East quadrant of the tions that what he saw were on, and everybody was talk- credible night scenes in his 
sky . Then I saw a flight of weather balloons . ing about seeing them , I time. · 
five rings ," he told the Ex- " If we've got weather went out and looked and " I · 
aminer. hallo th t f t d 't I k d was an airman in Eng-

ons a as we on oo e and I never saw a land during the blitz," he re-
" They were perfectly need rockets ," he laughed . darned thing ," he said. called. I used to watch 

round and in a very tight V Troutz , an ex-truck driv- 1 J Even after his incredible planes being shot down . But 
formation . There was a sub- er, long ~go gave up hope of 

1 
experience , he s till has . I' 

dued II. oht around them . UFO ve never seen anything like 3 1 ,... ever seeing a . doubts about the more out- j thi s UFO before .•· 
landish UFO stories. 




