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by Dennis Stacy 

U
. FOs. You might expect to 

hear about them over the 
Bermuda Triangle or a 
Louisiana swamp. But 

• how about one flying over your car 
on U.S. Highway 90 East, just out-
side Loop 1604? . . . . 

Joe Estes wasn't expectmg it 
when "a bright blue lig~t about the 
size of a star" started pacing his car 
as he drove toward downtown _San 
Antonio. · . , 
· "I guess it was about ~ feet 
high or so," says. Estes. ~'But the . 
strange thing was that when I 
would stop, it .would stop, and 
when when I would speed up, it 
would speed up." · 

And speed up Estes did, at one 
point topping 100 mph. The light 
kept pace. He stopped again and 
sat staring from his parked car. 

"It · stopped, too, then shot 
straight up " Estes remembers. "In , ,, 
four or five seconds, it was gone. 

In UFO parlance; Estes had just 
witnessed a nocturnal light. It's_the 
most common UFO report. The 
second most common UFOs re­
ported are daylight discs . ~ sau­
cer-shaped objects seen in , the 
daytime sky and usually at a great 
distance. 

Occasionally, a UFO-sighteJ: is 
fortunate enough, if that's the nght 
word for an encounter with an un­
known quantity, to see the flying 
object close up. - . . 

In August of 1980, San Antoman 
Herb van Gundy, then 19, w~. 
camping with his wife, Karen, his 
teen-age sister, Tina, and anoth.er 

female .. compariion at - Hamilton rear of the object, which Vim 
Pool, a popular swimming. hole Gundy took to be from five to 10 
about 30 miles west of Austm. By feet- thick, came into view. Set in. it 
midnight, tired from a day's swim- were what appeared to be two jet 
ming and hiking, the campers were engine portholes. "They were glow­
fast asleep in their 6-mail tent. ing like rockets. Thep it got about 

Van Gundy woke up . to a loud 200 yards away and then, man, I 
thumping noise and_ what ~unded mean it was gone." 
like a car motor trymg to start up. There is little doubt in Van 
He opened his eyes to see the roof Gundy's mind that what he and the 
of the tent overhead glowing red- others had seen was a solid, physi­
dish-orange. Thinking a lo~ in ·the cal object. He estimated it to be 
fire might have rolled agamst the about 60 feet long and 30 feet 
tent, Van Gundy opened the front across at itS tail or Widest point. 
flap and peered out. · There, three round protuberances 

The fire was a dead pile of ashes. on the bottom and rivets were 
At the same tinie; Van Gundy plainly visible. 
could hear a pulsing, humming Van Gundy says he has seen 
noise coming out of the night air, nothing remotely lik~ it before or 
but he couldn't determine from since. "No way, not even close. If I 
which direction it came. Then he had, I'd probably be relieved. I 
looked up. couldn't even go back to sleep." 

"It was between 100 and 150 feet The next morning Van Gundy 
above us, just sitting there," Van . fully expected the UFO to be the 
Gundy says. "I didn't know what I I talk of the campground. But when 
wanted to do, whether I wanted to I no one else mentioned it, neither 
jwnp back in th~ tent, or what. I 

1 
did he or the others in his group. " I 

didn't know what it was. didn't want anyone to think we 
"I thought it was a plane at first, were weird," he said. "And I think 

but then l said, 'It can't be a plane everyone else was thinking that 
_it's just sitting there.' ~t had re_d, way, too.'' 
white and other colored lights _on it, Even after returning to San An­
and was tij.angular-sha~, like a tonio, Van Gundy kept silent about 
piece of pie. I was looking · at t~e the incident for the next couple of 
bottom of it and could see that ~t days. Finally, he told his father, a 
was metal . .. . I mean, 1<!0 feet 18 retired Army captain, of the sight­
not that high, you know?" . ing and his father urged. him to re-

By now, the rest of the people. m port it, thinking he might have seen 
the tent were wide awake, too. Tina a Rus8ian spy ship. That's when 
pushed her head through the p ap Van Gundy go~ in ~uch with Bob 
and was· able to get a good View; Morgan, field investigator for the 
Karen and her girlfriend looked out San Antonio chapter of MUFON, 
through a screen window. Van the Mutual UFO Network. · 
Gundy could now hear other people 
talking among themselves in other 
parts of the campsite. 

..·After a minute or two, it began 
to move away," Vari Gundy says. 
At a distance of about 40 yards, the 
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Morgan, a civil service employee 

at Brooks Air Force Ba8e School of 
Aerospace Medicine, is one of a 
handful of San Antonians who talce 
their UFO• hobby seriotisly. The lo­
cal chapter, MUFONSA, meets the 
first Tuesday of every month at the 
Isom Road and McAllister Ex­
pressw!ly offi.ces of MACAR, a pri­
vate au sel"Vlces and training com­
pany. 

"I' just love· it, '.' says Morgan of 

UFO field investigation, which en­
tails meeting and mterviewing peo- . 
ple who claim to- have seen UFOs. 
"I've always been interested in 
anything. in the sky. As a boy, I 
wanted to be an astronomer, but I 
nev:er rould quite scrape the money 
together." 

A Freudian analyst and UFO 
skeptic might make light of Mor­
gan's part-time profession, but 
Morgan is convinced there is more 
than- enough scientific . _evidence to 
indicate something strange and un­
usual is going on in the skies over 
San Antonio. 

A Gallup Poll taken in 197 4 re­
vealed 11 percent of the nation's 
adult population, more than 15 mil­
lion Americans, claimed to have 
seen a UFO at one time in their 
lives. And 54 percent of those who 
were · aware of the subject believed 
flying saucers were real and not 
just · the product of hallucination or 
an overactive imagination. An 
amazing 94 percent of the popula­
tion said they had either heard or 
read about UFOs, one of the high­
est awareness levels of any subject 
matter in the Gallup Poll's 40-
year. history. _ 

Extrapolating those figures to a 
city the size of _San Antonio reveals 
some . interesting statiStics. In the 
35 years since 1947,. when flyi~g 
saucers first landed m the public 
eye, as many as 35,000 San Antoni­
ans may have seen one, on an aver­
age of abQut 1,500 individual 
sig!i!ings -~ y~ _ 

·- More -than . ~ percent -of these 
·however, would be - what- Mor~ 
and other ufologists call IFOs -
identified flying. objects, including 
everything from weather ballons to 
mis-identified aircraft to the, 
planet Venus. And, of course, some 
of these would be multiple 
sightings, i.e., more than person 
would sight and report the same 
object. - · 

Even so, the disparity between 
expected sightings - · 1,90<) a. year 
- and reports actually received.by 
Mo.tgan -;_ about 10 to 15 a year -
is startling, and indicates that onlv 
one o~t of every 100 UF0'1experiences is ever , 
.made publi~ This may be an exaggerated ex­
ample, but even the most optimistic ufologists 

. agree that the national average is little better 
than 20 sightings to one report. 

What keeps the great majority of Americans 
- and San Antoniana - silent? In a word, says 
Morgan, it is fear. Fear of ridicule by peers and 
public alike. The same kind of fear waa echoed 
by both Est.es and Van Gundy: "I didn't want 
anyone to think I was weird." 

~· 
Ramon Martinez agreed to talk about. his 

experience only if his real name would not be 
used. A former college instructor and writer, 

Martinez now works for one of the larger, bet. 
ter-known national insurance companies. 

"When I was a writer and teacher in college, 
the atmosphere was- a little more liberal, and if 
I had seen an UFO at the time, I . would have 
~d ~·" Martinez explains. "In business, it's a 
bit different. If I were retired, with plenty of 
money, I wouldn't care. But I just can't take 
the chance." -

Martinez says he had tentatively tried to 
~roach the subj.ect with co-workers, but they 
were nonconumtal at best, and openly skepti­

cal at worst." 
His UFO experience began in the middle of 

~ afternoon ~hile his car was st<?pped for a red 
light at the mtersection of Babcock and Cal­
laghan Roads. He is not likely to- forget the 
date,.. April '1:1, 1979, because it was the same 
day a sniper opened fire on the Fiesta Parade 
Martinez remembers that it was about 1:30 

C..C:HJ'T NEXT '-t>AG-E 
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pm., and that he had been listening to the'""Ai~ ~ 
Dale Show on the radio, which' had just been 

.interrupted because of the sniper att..ack.. 1 • 

"I just happened . to look. up, and drifting 
acroes the intersection, about 100, 150 feet up, 
was this UFO, I guess you'd call it, ·&Ort of 
bell-shaped." - . ' . . 

The intersection was crowded with traffic. 
, Martlliez turned right, then · moved over into 

the left lane for a better view. · 
"It ~aa only moving about 10 to 15 mph and 

slowly gairiing in altitude," Martinez says. 
"Then it began slo:Wly turning, or tumbling." · 

One side of the UFO seemed to be shiny and 
highly reflective; the other side appeared pitch 
black. The UFO began climbing, picked up a 
little speed, and then dipped, disappearing be­
hind some trees and momentarily becoming lost 
to vievi. "Then it. took an 80 degree -turn and 
shot practically straight up," says Martinez. 
"It was about one-half to two-thirds the size 
of my car." 

In all, Martinez had watched the object for 
nearly two minutes as it-floated above one of 
San Antonio'& most congested intersections in 
broad daylight, yet his report was the only one 
received. by officials. . 

And it is this peculiar elusiveness of the ,phe­
nomena - the great majority of sightings take 
pla·ce, like Martinez's, in less than two minutes 
- coupled with the reluctance of eyewitnesses 
to report their experiences, that make UFOs a 
subject of orthodox scientific scorn and ridi­
cule. 

Even a sympathetic skeptic, like NASA Mis: 
sion Control engineer James Oberg of Houston 
former "UFO Update" columnist for OMNi 
magazine and the author of several UI<'O-re­
!ated books, is hard pressed to believe that fly­
ing S8Jlcers are extraterrestrial spacecraft. 

"The fact of the matter is we live in a world 
o~ imperfect i:)erception and memory, so there 
will always be a small residue of UFO cases 
that go unexplained," says Oberg. "But there 
are murders, robberies, missing perso_ns and any 
number of other human activities that also go 
unresolved and don't call for extraterrestrial 
kidnappers or whatever." 

Oberg, who works on th~ rocket control gui­
dance system for the Space Shuttle program, 
has had liis best successes in solving American 
and Russian astronaut sightiqgs, and in those 
cases involving space hardware - usually . 
booster firings and incoming satellites whose 
orbits have decayed. His newest book, Outer 
Space Mysteries, has just been published . by 
Stackpole Pres.s. 

Still, there is that nagging residue of "un­
knowns" - µFO sightings for; which there 
have been no satisfactory aeronautical, astro­
nomical. or meteorologicai solutions. _ From the 
summer of 1947 until December of 1969, the 
U.S. Air Force investigated more than. 13,000 
reported UFOs, first as Project Grudge, then 
Project Sign and finally, the more widely -
known- Project Blue Book. Of .these sightings..._ 
more than 600, or almost one in 20, were classt='. - - ---- __ ''\.. . 

- fied ~ bona fide unknowns, in~luding the 
case that began it all. • · 

On June 24, 1947, an Idaho businessman, 
Kenneth Arnold, had been flying his pri­
vate plane _near Mt. Rainier, in Washington 
state, when he saw nine silvery, crescent­
shaped discs -weaving in and out of the 
peaks_of the Cascade Mountains. - _ 

U pan- landing, he · described their motion 
as like that of "a saucer skipping over wa­
ter." The Associated Press reporter who 
covered the story coined the phrase "flying 
saucers" and, along with "atom bomb"-and 
"Cold- War," the phrase lodged itself in an 
anxious; post-World War II national con­
sciousness, never to be removed. 

What are UFOs7 -That's the more­
than-64-dollar question, according to 
most students of the phenomena. "I don't 
know. I honestly don't," says Bob Morgan. 
"But if I had to pick among the theories, 
I'd say they're_ probably extraterrestrial. I 
don't think we're the only people in the 
universe got it made." · 

The late psychologist Carl ·,, G. Jung, 
Freud's _ foremost student, . thought they 
might be projections of what he called the 
collective uncon8ciousness, a reservoir of 
psychic images and symboLS. Rather than 
extraterrestrial space shuttles, Jung sug­
gested the typical sighting of a glowing 
disc, combining a brilliant light and the 

_form -of a· circle, could represent- the psy­
che's longing for wholeness and perfection. 

But then, what of the bell~shaped ob­
ject reported by Martinez and the triangu­
lar aircraft seen at close range by Van 
Gundy? They hardly seem like mental pro­
jections, weather ballons, the planet Venus, 
swamp gas or any of the other psychologi­
cal or technological cliches used to explain 
the greatest mystery of the 20th century. 

Who- really knows? The only thing that­
seems certain is that San Antonians, as 
they have done in the past, will continue to 
see and report unidentified flying objects. 
One day, they may even help find the solu­
tion. • 
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Suburban Editor t.E,RONI i"r\GEI, 

PERRY TOWNSHIP-A mysterious red 
light in the sky has put Perry Township on 
the map. . · · ' .. · 

The Perry Township Police Department 
h~s peen' besieged. _with telephone calls 
·from as far away as Guam about reported 

' stghtings Saturday night of the,mysteriolis 
red light. · . ~ 

N ewpaper, radio and television reporters 
from across the nation and the.Area Phe­
nomenal Research Organization from 

---- --·-- -· 
Phoe~ix, Ariz., hav~ called for details. The story was ca·r.: : 
ned on both.the United Press International and Associated ; 
Press wire services. - - ' 

nie Evening Independent news staff also received calls · 
, from New York City and a San .Francisco, Calif., radio 

station about the sightings. 
. · The only problem is that Perry police have very little 

information to relay, even though they received 100 calls 
about the sighting in a half-hour period. 

The department has no record of the identities of the 
callers. The only witness to come forward. so far is a Massil­
lon man, Otto Maier. He Watched the light from his resi­
dence at 1651 11th St. N.E. 

· Police Chief Addison Woods asks that Perry residents 
who saw the mysterious light contact him immediately. 

"We'd be really interested in tal)(ing to someone who 
actually saw it," Woods said. "At first the dispatcher 
thought they were cranks calls and didn't take any names. 
Then she got so busy answering the calls (she didn't record 
any name~ . " 

Woods said three Perry officers were sent out in cruisers 
to verify -the sighting. None of them .saw it, he said . 

According to reports police received, the light traveled 
from the northwest section of the township to the southeast 
section and passed over Perry High School. The pol ice 
station is located next door to the high school. 

Mark Candusso, a member of the UFO Flying Saucer 
Investigating Committee in Akron, spent about four hours 

· in Perry Monday walkL'lg the streets and knocking on doors 
trying to find someone who saw the red light. 

"No one owned up to seeing it," h_e said. "Half of ~bem 
said they didn't even see it. I can't understand why they 
would clam up about it. " · 

"It's starting to sound like a big hoax," he said jokingly, 
"but there's no telling what it was." 

He said he learned about the sighting from :;i::.; Akron 
radio station reporter. · 

He also asks that persons who saw the light c;:i i him ilt 
923-9542 or write him at 748 Alameda Ave., Cuyahc-ga Fails, 
44221. 

,I 

Candusso said the UFO Investigating Committee has 
about 15 core mernberS'. Any information they r.:c~ive ab-

oninap .. 
• ' ~l . , •. ,, -- • j_ -~. ( • 

OLYM ?\A, \t\/ASH. 
CL'l~'\P.IAN 
.Ju NE' \ r; \q 8l. 

'Lighted oilderrick' 
SPQ({ed flying n~?f PY 

An unidentified flying object described as being twice as large 
as a jwnbo jet was sighted early this morning heading east off the 
Rainier Road. 

Dennis Bailey, 29, and his step-brother, Tracy Schey, 24, both of 
5628 Etude Loop, said this morning they saw the large object as 
they were traveling on Rainier Road in _their car near Stedman, 
Road. 

"I noticed some lights in front and above us," Bailey said. " I 
told my brother, 'YFO at 10 o'clock.' It was cruising along, going 
due east.'' 

A resident of Tempo Lake, who wished to remain anonymous, 
said she saw a bright object "darting. back and forth"_ at about 3 
a.m. 

Bailey said the object had two large lights, one on top, the other 
on the bottom, but there were many more smaller flashing lights. 
The men stopped their car and turned off their headlights to 
watch the phenomenon. " It was about twice the size.of a jumbo 
jet, wing tip to wing tip. That's what made me think of a UFO, it 
was kind of big for a jet." He could not precisely describe the 
noise it made, but it closely resembled a hwn. 

The craft, which was described as square, flew about 1,000 to 
2,000 feet up, Bailey said. It reminded him of a " lighted oil der­
rick. '. ' Bailey said this is not the first time he .has seen what he 
believed to be a UFO. 

"I saw one once a long time ago, but it wasn't this one," he said. 

The Tempo Lake woman said the object was too far away to 
discern separate lights but she explained it " kind of flipped" and 
shot four or five times across the sky. 

The woman said this morning's sighting was the third time she 
has seen the "exact same" object. Fifteen years ago she said she 
saw the same darting light above the old St. Peter Hospital. Forty 
years ago, she said, she saw the light flash across Budd Inlet. 

out the sighting in Perry Township will be fed into ii compu- ~ 
ter operated by the Mutual UFO Network. · · ~ 
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~ Eugen~-area coupl~s ·report 
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By TERESA BARKER · Wanda Johnson and- her husband on 
Of the Register-Guard their late-night drive home to Crow, 

· -r '-/. '?. i./ . from Eugene. And they weren't on the 
At least 130,000 Eugene-Springfield top of Skinner Butte with Dave Lau· . 

area 1)eopie, including local police and inger and · his friend, watching the 
night crews at the National Weather · twinkling of stars in the southwest 
Service and Mahlon Sweet Airport con- skies. They saw something. 
trol tower, didn't- see any qni"e_ntlfied "We've never seen anything like it 
fl in&..QE· ec~.Wednesday night. before," said Johnson, who wanted to 

But they weren't in the car with make it clear she and her husband· 

-Sportsmen Say----
Wh·af. was that 
,\ fiery · object? 

AUG-USTA 
M~INE 

l(ENNt~EC. 
j()uRNAl.. 

JUNE ;l4-~ 

By GENE LETOURNEAU 

Picking up loose ends in the den : 
The majority of 15 persons who 
sighted a fiery object traveling at 
low altitude in the Allagjish region 
May 29 believe it was a comet. 

The unusual object appeared at 
9:45 p.m . west of the Allagash 
River , traveling from north to 
so'uth. We · watcbed it for several 
seconds and reported the sighting. It 
was following the same course of a 
somewhat similar object seen in the 
fall of 1918 by traveling in an oppo­
site direction. Some 20 other per­
sons also sighted that object, leaned 
toward a UFO identification. 

Ralph Marshall of Winslow and 
his party of 14 were at Pleasant 
Lake, east of the Allagash, when 
they sighted what he feels was a 
comet. He said it had the fiery tail 
and a silver-like front. It was " skim­
ming" the atmosphere, he added, 
and was visible for about 15 seconds . 

Alice Pomelow of Madison phoned 
and reported she also saw the object 
and leaned toward the comet expla­
nation. 

The 1978 object which also had a 
silver front and a trailing red slips­
tream never was officially identi­
fied and chances are the latest 
" what-was-it" also will remain a 
mystery . 

UFOs 
, . 

{_ ---. ' 
aren't the type who go around seeing 
UFOs all the time. But they were driv­
ing. home at about 10:15 p.m., when 
there :In the sky, about as high as small 
airplane mes, ."the biggest object 
we'vii ever seen" shot out of the 
heavens and disappeared behind some 
hills in the distance. 

"It was all colors; like red and blue 
and kind of yellow, and it had a tail, 

· like a shooting star might have." 

At about 11 p.m., Lauinger and his 
friend, both from Eugene, were 
perched atop Skinner Butte, not drunk 
and not deranged, he says. They saw 
two "really brilliant bright orange 
lights" about small-plane level, "just 
hanging there in the sky, like they 
were tied together." 

"There was no sound or anything," 
Lauinger says, ''and they just floated 
off. toward the south. They got dimmer 
and dimmer, and then they were just 
gone," he said. He isn't acquainted 
with the Johnsons. 

·Lauinger, 18, said he told his father 
about.it this morning "because he's the 
only one who would believe me. And 
he told me to call the paper." 

Johnson called the newspaper "be­
cause I didn't know who else to call." 

The newspaper called around, but 
officials reported no sightings, and 
said the polite kind of things officials 
usually say about such things. 

· The operator on the national toll-
. free hotline for UFO sightings (1-800-
323-6556) said she couldn't release in­
formation regarding any other calls 
received Wednesday night, and that all 
calls are reported in confidence to the 
national UFO Center in Washington, 
D.C. 

The newspaper called there and 
got a recording that said everyone was 
out at the moment, but that the caller 
should leave a message at the sound of 
the tone. The newspaper left the mes­
sage. 

1 
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the .sky ·-., 
. a U·FO 

ANC.ENT legen~s have i.t th~t a Royal birth is 
heralded by strange sightmgs m the sky. 

A' report is being passed to tht Ministry. of ~efence ~oday ?ve 
. the sighting by four Britons. of an u01dent1fied nymg object 
· while on a night from Gatwick to Corfu yesterday. 

The Dan-Air Boeing 737 with 130 passengers was near 
Brindisi Italy when the captain, his c<>-pilot and two 
passeng~rs, who were. visitin~ the night deck at the time, 
saw "the object" about two miles away. . . 

Capt. Len Schwaiger, 52, said: "We notice~ a _blac~ shmmg 
object about the size of a car in the opposite d1rect1on about 
two miles away. 

" It was rather doughnut shaped and appeared to be nat 
bottomed. We all watched it for about a minute." 

The c<>-pilot, First ·Officer David Robertson, said: " The object 
· appeared to have no aerodynamic shape and it may have 

· had a small window o.n .top." . · .. :. _ __ _ . · 
Dan-Air said today -that the pilots filed their report on their 

return to London last night. It will be passed on io the 
Ministry for analysis in the normal way. 

"We get sightings from our pilots from time to time but not 
recently and to get one seen by four people at the same time 
is pretty unusual." 

t.JJE:C::.TE RN ~A1LV ~Q..ESS 

B~\ ST~'°u ~ l. "L \ q 8:\ 

t T'be flying 
<ioughnut 
Two British pilots yesterday 

reported seeing an unidenti· 
fied f!yini; objeot while on a 
holiday flight to Cortu in a· 
Dan Ai:r Boeing 737. 

Captain Len Schwaiiger said: 
"It a·ppeared to be black. 
doughnut sh-aped all'd about 
the size of a car." 

0A\L'i MAIL. L.ONOoN 

Ju~E ~s lGBl 

Still up 
irl2 

the • 

YESTERDAY was the 35th anniversary of · 
the birth of that now ubiquitous exclama­
tion : 'What's that ?' 

It ts customarily delivered from the 
round with head upturned and arm extend­!J olnting but back then on June 24, 1947, 

a-d :fa.aho businessman was ~i~ting at the con­
trols of his plane and crmsmg near Mount 
Rainier in Washington State when . he made 
the first recorded sighting of an unidentified 
flying something. 

There were nine disc~shaped objects mov­
i in formation. They made undulations 
~gthe sky that he described as 'like a saucer 
skipping over wate! ' and thus begat the 
mythology of the fiymg sa ucer. - . . 

Since then there have been thousands of 
reported sightings, and those who claimdit~ 
have seen UFO's have been generally s 
missed as genuinely mistaken. drunk or 
nutty (Detractors have been abetted by the 
likes of the woman who said she knew it was 
a flying saucer because it had 'UFO' pain~ed 
on the side.) But there has been a naggmg 
residue of sightings that could not be ex­
plained by known natural or man-made 
objects and now on their 35th ann1'rer:>ary 
UFO-spotters have gained a n ew credibility. 

Formerly classified files forced out of the 
archives under t he Freedom of Information 
Act established that the Government , while 
publicly debunking UFOs, denying their 
existence and ridlcullng those who claimed 
to have seen them. has actually been taking 
them very seriously and been concerned 
about them almost to the point of obsession. 
For more than 30 years steady fellows In the 
CIA FBI and the Forces have earnestly 
mori.ltored a.ll reported UFO activity an d 
continue to do so. 

It seems that no close encounter has ever 
r epresented · any threat an~ now-when the 
summer's hottest film is E.T ., a.bout a 
UFOnaut that gets left behind on Earth­
those who feel we may be being inspected 
by benevolent ' allens anxiously wait for a 
clinching piece of evidence from the great 
out-there. 

· Says Fred Whiting of the Fund For UFO 
Research in Washington : 'There is consider­
able evidence . to support t he theory that 
some of these unidentified flying objects are 
extra-terrestrial spacecraft, but there isn't 
any proof of it.' 

(:)u ARt>iAN, l...ONOON .JuNe :l..~ IG.Sl... 

Legeiid-~ry herald for the royal birth 
By Dennis Barker .~::. \ n _, lJ 
ANCIENT superstitions that 
royal births are heralded by 
strange objects in the skY 
may be borne out by the ex­
perience Of the crew and pa~­
sengers on a Dan-Air jet 
flyi ng from Gatwick to Corfu. 

While the Princess of 
Wales was in labour at St 

Mary's Hospital, Paddington, 
they saw a doughnut shaped 

-object in the sky over Italy. 
" It was a black shinini? 

object, about the size of a 
car," said Captain Len 
Swaiger, aged 52, of Ticker­
age Castle, Fram.field, near 
Uckfield, East Susex. " It 
was rather doughnut shaped 
and appeared to be flat bot-

tomed. We all watched it for 
about a minute." 

•! In ancient t imes," a Dan­
Air spokesman said yester­
day, " legend had it that a 
royal birth was heralded by 
strange sightings in the sky. 
Even in this age of more 
sophisticated radar, some 
things still go unexplained.' ' 

The British UFO Research 
Association will investigate 
the sighting, but its national 
investigations coordinator, 
Miss Jenny Randles, said cau­
ti-ously: " There is nothing In­
consistent with this having 
been a weather baU.oon. At 
23,000 feet it could well have 
been distorted because of the 
atmospheric pressure." 

1 



-Second report of 
mystery I ights-J>ETERSl~ 'ELD 'POST 

l'\ANTS LON. 

\G'S~ 

There has been another report ol 
mysterious lights seen over Petersficld on Mrs . Koughan said: " l had my sun­

glasses on - when I rai sed them. the 
lights were i11distingui, hablc ... 

A spokesman for Petersfield poli~ said 
thev were now qui te sausfted there had 
bce.n "" aircraft. and ru led ou t a~~ 
connect"'" between the two sitings . 
Sa turda v because of the nme-hour time 
gap . 

Saturday, May 29. ' 
Mis. Kathleen Koughan , of &roadway 

Caravan P3rk, Petcrsfield , was shc•pping in 
The Square when she noticed fo u · round 

She added : " l just happened to look up 
and was stud ying them for about five 
minutes. 

si lver lights , very high up in the 11orth-west 
sky. 

She said the y were set in a s1uare but 
one , slightly apart fro m the rest , sent out a 
red light which graduall y disappeared . The 
others C()ntinucd to travel acro:;s the sky. 

But Mrs . Koughan decided to contact 
the Post when s 1e read about the 
mysterious orange fla ming object <potted 
over Hawklc)' tha1 same da y - wh ich 
sparked off a police search for a crashed 
light aircra ft. 

Quie_l to\6/n 
·is UFO 
L.~'1.~ not .spot 

A QUIET . Stirlingshire 
town has become 

Br i t a i n' s ·newest UFO 
" hot spot.... si>. many 
p e o p I e ·have reported 
s i g h t i n g s of strange 
objects above the town of 
Denny that a specT.rl 
inv~stigation · h~s i.: ee.~ 
ia_unche.d. 

The Bri tish Unidentified 
Flying Ooject Research As­
socia tion (BU FORA) : have 
despa tch ed-_ · inves tiga toE' 
Malcolm- Rob inson., to look 
into che reports which hav~ 
been flooding in. 

Star wicness is locaJ-
residen t :'vir~ IC!sie Beverid;;e 
who -c la ims co have- Stto 
dozens of s trange craft in 
the skies . 

Very fast 
"They ra nge from d-Ome 

or ciga r-s haped on es to wh;;i t 
mosc people would generallY. 
call a fly ing saucer," Ei!·ic 
tol d The Weekly News. 

" The era ft I've· seen 
have varied in size and 
some have had cok>ur'ed 
lights on them. They ca• 
mo\'e very fast Of' · else 
just ho·1er completely 
s tationery as if they were 
watching or listening." 

LoEeKL't' NE'WS 
L..ONO<>N 

JUN~ lC. tqS~ 

" [ really ca n't explain 
\vh v Dt-n ri v h~s be\': 0 ~ 1 c 
~ ~! ::'!": o. c~ntre t'or U FO 
s ighti ngs," said invest igator 
Ma lcol m Robinson . " There 
are a few places throughout 
Brita in where the re seems to 
be mo re activi ty a nd a 
greater i:iumber of sigh ti ngs. 
We call them UFO hot spots 
an d Denny has become t h~ 
late-s t .· 

" Al though my work' isn' t 
fi nished and it 's too early to 
draw conclus ions, . it is very 
interesting indeed.'.'__ · 

8 

lJJ(i<..HA.VEN N~ S 
C.UMSrnLA~D 

MA'/ ~'5' ~ <\8~ 

i One explanati.on 
1 for some UFOs 

UF O's (unidentified 
flying objects) have not 
been in the news much 
la tely, as ttiey -were a 

few years back. 
Pe r haps that ls be­

c au ~ e people have 
le arnect to recognise 
many of the " odd " 
thl::6:; t!:::y ~ee l."l the sky 
as natural things, easUy 

· explalned. 

Many of the sightings 
which used to be re­
p<Jrtcd turned out to be 
the planet Ver.us. You 
can see Venus guttering . 
in the west after .sunset. 
The reagon It looks so ' 
bright Is that it is en· 
ttrely covered in clouds. ; 
which reflect the sun's I 
light. 

!-'ressure 1s 11\J umes 
that of earth ' s atmos­
phere, so anyone landJng 1 
on Venus would be ' 
crushed by the weight of 
the carbon dioxide at­
mosphere pressing down 
on them. 

The gas also traps heat 
from the sun. The clouds 
covering the planet are 
made :iot ;;~ ·n·atc• va. 
pour, llke earth 's clouds, 
but of sulphuric acid , 
which produces a rain 
which eats away at any­
thing on which It tails . 

An oddity about this 
unpleasant planat 1s that 
It takes over eight 
months to spin on : e -
longer than the .time It 
takes to orbit the sun 
(71,t months ). 

The earth, in contrast, 
spins on its axis once 

Beautiful though It every 2' hours, and take!! 
looks, It would be hell tor just over 3615 <:!a;;u to 
human beings on Venus. complete Its or'cnt around 
Its atmasphere le carbcn the sun. S::: ;:;;:: Venus, a 
dioxide gas - which is ; day would last !llore than 
po~sonous to ~s . eight month~. i'Jllowed 

by a night C' f eql!a i 
length! 
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UFOs. A"eoUND' 
IN DENNY! 

"SPACE lnvaderi" isn't 
just another electronic game 
In the local pub for people ID 
Denny. .. 

For several residents have been 
reporting ''close encounters" with 
strange unidentified flying objects. 

Now sitings have become so 
frequent that a special survey has 
been carried out by a national 

· scientific research organisation. 
BUFORA - the British UFO 

Research Association - has sent 
investigator Malcolm Robinson to 
the area to interview a number of 

-local people who have witnessed 
strange objects in the sky on 
numerous occasions. 

" Some people generally tend to 
think that UFOs arc reported by 
cranks and nut-cases," Mr 
Robinson told the Herald, "but 
this, in fact , is not the case. UFOs 
have been reported by doctors, 

· lawyers, policemen, pilots, radar­
men, and a host of other 
respectable people." . 

And Mr Robinson is certain he 
can spot cranks immediately and 

Marjar·y 
Carrigan 
~eports 

identify genuine information. ALL 
the Denny cases which follow ARE 
genuine, says Mr Robinson. 

Mrs Elsie Beveridge of 224 Braes 
View is Denny's most celebrated 
UFO-spotter, and many of her 
sightings have been witnessed by · 
second or third parties. 

Het first sighting was way back 
in 1971 when she lived in Glasgow, 
but , when she moved to Denny, the 
sightings-·bccame more and more 
frequen_t until, on one occasion, she. 
saw 10 all at onetime. 

" Sometimes the sky in front of 
my house is like Argyle Street with 
flying objects," she told the Herald, 
"and they have also been seen by 

my husband, daughter and even 
the milk girl .'' Mrs Beveridiie has 
now started ·up a diary and has 
bcciime a valuable witness for 
BUFORA. 

Unemployed HGV driver 
Terence Dempsey · (30) of 48 
Godfrey Avenue spotted a round 
light travelling over the .sky as he 
took his dog for a walk on Sandy 
Hill behind Carrongrove Paper . 
Mill - the same light he had 
spotted on an earlier occasion. 

John Walls (27) of 75 Herbert­
shire Street was travelling with his 
wife home to Denny by car when 
both of, them sported an intense 
light in the sky. 

Linda Beveridge, a 27-year-old 
shop assistant, was coming home 
from work . when she spotted a 

' round shape in the sky with six 
white lights and a large orange light 
in the middle. 

She and her mother also sported 
a large yellow object which · 
appeared to be very close and 
swinging from side to side. Both got 
a very bad fright on this occasion . 
Mrs Beveridge has also reported 
seeing three very large lights which 
became a triangle with a red and 
green light on it. 

Shieldhill has also been popular 
for UFO sigh~ings, and BUFORA 
has received information on one 
sighting from James Currie ( 41) of 
Cross Brae. At midnight his wife 
·sported what she believed to be a 
shooting star which was green in 
colour. Mr Currie looked out and 
- through binoculars - watched 
the strange object, which remained 
stationary for eight minutes, during 
which time an appendage rose from 
a horizontal to vertical position. 

All the~ sightings are now being 
thoroughly investigated by 
BUFORA'. 

Mr Robinson believes he can tell 
a "erank" by the supposed 
information they give him, and 
believes the local people he has 
interviewed and are mentioned 

• · above are genuine and, he added, 
"not prone to making . up tall 
stories.' ' 

DENNY womar.Mn Els~ Be,ericfae with pictures of 
the strange ob~ she has 1een In the sky. Her 
experiences have ionvlnced her that there ii life on 
other planets. 

So what makes some people see 
these objects and not others? 

Mr Robinson believes that some 
people arc more "in tune with 
psychic abilities which allows them 
to see things that are lost to our 
own viewing spectrum." 

"Many credible people who are 
pillars , of the community have 
witnessed strange aerial objects in 
the sky," added Mr Robinson . 

Only JO out of every 100 
sightings cannot be explained after 
intense investigation. 

Denny has proved valuable 
gathering ground for information. 
Sightings in the town go as far back 
as 1980. · 

WOL.V ERHAMPTCN 
ex.PRES.S STAR 

.JUNE, J.~ iqg~ 
LONOOH . _ ................... _....., 

'Spies' 
theory 
as .UFO 
3125 -' ·~ - . 
. men.meet 

Spies froll) outer space 
m~y have been dropping 
in 1o take a peek at what 
British UFO investiga­
tors weJie up to over the 
weekend. 

For whiYe the national UFO 
society· was holding its annual 

· meeting in· Digbeth, Birming­
ham - a space-spotter reported 
a mystifying, oval-shaped 
object flying over Dudley 
towards Oldbury. 

Mr John Deeley, of 15 Com­
ber· Drive, Pensnett, said he 
saw the object at 10.00 on 
Sunday morning. 

" It was behaving very 
strangely, hovering about, 
stopping, starting, flying in and 
out of cloud," he said. 

"Some of the t ime it was 
throwing off a _metallic light 
and lit other times it was black. 
Through the binoculars I could 
see it was ovoid. 

Mr Deeley said the craft, 
which was in view for about 20 
minutes, did not appear to be a , 
glider or a . balloon of any kind. 

He said he checked with the 
Birmingham meteorological 
office, which said they had no 
knowledge of any weather bal­
loons flying in that area. 

Mr Deeley said he often sat 
out late at night looking for 
things in the sky, but this was 
the first time he had seen 
anything as cl~ar as this. He is 
hoping photographs taken wi th 
a · telefoto lens will prove his 
story. . · 

He reclConed. that the craft 
was travelling -in the direction 
of Oldbury - pretty well on 
course for Digbeth. 

Other recent UFO sightings 
have been recorded in the 
Pensnett are a, including 
something apparently hovering 
a mere six feet above Fens Pool. 



Tracking down those 
.. TEj'~Ni:,~4~;~~ ~N - . . .. ·-~· UFO' s 

By-CHUCK STEvICK 
Texas CHy Sun Reporter ·- --{.-'flo~~ 

FRIENDSWOOD-"If you want to see a 
UFO, go build yourself a nuclear platit, and 
you'll see one;" says Don Tucker, com­
mercial artist an~Qjnvestigator. 

Tucker made the statement at a recent 
meeting of \TISff, tbe Vehicle Internal 
Systems Investigative Team, which is based 
in Friendswood. ' 

VISIT acts as a clearinghouse for UFO 
incidents involving medical injury or a 
reported entry into an unidentified flying 
object by a hwnan. 

VISIT's membership includes aerospace 
engineers, scientists, medical specialists, and 
other professionals. While several of its 
members are employed by NASA, it is a 
nonprofit corporation unafilliated with any 
government agency ... 

John Schues.sler; ·3 former space agency 
employee, and a recogniied UFO expert, said . . 

VISIT. is interested in abduction cases, 
particularly those in which people are injured 
due to contact with a UFO. 

"Nobody else happened to be doing those 
things," said Schuessler, who has been in­
volved in UFO research for over 20 years. 

Such cases are not new, according to 
Schuessler. Or uncommon. 

In 1887, the Scientific American reported an 
incident in Venzuela in which a family was 
awakened by a brightly lit unidentified flying 
object. As a result of the encounter, the 
family members suffered burns, hair loss, 
and vomiting. 

On Ocl 3, 1973, a Missouri truck driver was 
blinded for days and was visually impaired 
for a year after he met an extremely bright 
object flying above the road. 

On Dec. 29, 1980, three Texans had a close 
encounter with a UFO just north of Houston, 
which resulted in severe medical problems 
which are still present. 

Locally, there were three nights of ex­
tensive sightings over Galveston last October 
which received national attention. 

Schues.sler says in February of this year 
there was a big flap-VISIT jargon for a lot of 
UFO· activity-in Michigan, with sightings 
every day, sometimes two or three times a 
daY, 

In March, Germany had a lot of sightings, 
maw of them involving ~tiple witnesses. 

Argentina had a UFO flap about six months 
ago, before all the hubbub in the Falkland 
Islands. There were reports of humanoid 
encounters, electromagnetic effects, and 
more. 

''A lot of things that come out of Argentina, 
you take with a grain of salt," warned 
Schuessler. 

, Schues.<!ler and the other VISIT in­
! vestigators seem to take everythfug with a 
' grain of salt, asking many questions, and 
' analyzing and re-analyzing answers before 

coming tO any conciusions. 
Often, incidents can be explained away by 

natural causes. "People don't like to hear it's 
not that mysterious," says Schuessler. 

VISIT has set up a 24-hour hotline where 
people can report UFO sightings any time of 
the day or night by calling 482-6702. 

Schuessler said the purpose of the nwnber 
is to get an investigator to the scene of a 
sighting as quickly as possible. 

A problem with the hotline is that once in a 
while, late-night disc jockeys would call the 
number at Uiree or four in the morning to see 
if anyone would talk to them. 

There have also been a few crank calls 
according to Schuessler. ' 

But there seems to be no shortage of 
''legitimate" sightings by the public. . 

Don Tucker said, "If you want to see a 
UFO, go build yourself a nuclear plant." 

But you don't have to go to all that trouble. 

tO 



UF0!5 OVER GALVESTON? 
TEXAS C\iY T E.XAS SON ~Ur\E lS \qsz. 

., 
By CHUCK STEVICK· .-· . 1-- ....... 
T ...... ,.._.,__a-..- '7. if. }.. '-'.·· . irod I slightly resembled what .. n:: men .saw-was 

.. _ .., .. , ..,_ •-i- .... I not flying-at the time of the sighting. 
· FRIENDSWOOD-For· a ~Y pe . Tucker says the object is somewhat similar 

last October, authorities in Galveston were . to one that was sighted in Alberta, Canada on 
swamped with dozens of c~ fI"?m citiz~ Sept 6, 1981. 
reporting mysterious, pulsating · lights flymg The VISIT report of the morning sighting 
over the Island. · called it "plJZZ}ing.'' It said that while the 

A policeman, who wa~ed one of ~e li~hts · · object "is possibly explained as an aircraft . , 
hovering for about 10 mmutes, descnbed it as . no traffic of that nature was identified." 
"a big orange star." That evening, the reports of strange lights 

Others said the lights looked red and green. began pouring into the Galveston police. The 
The objects were described as "weird- first report, which came in at 7:54 p.m., 
shaped." . positioned the light overhead at 32nd and E St. 

The weather was clear, with no haze, Later calls reported the light west of 34th and 
clouds, or weather inversions in the area to Ave. H, then at the airport, and then that it 
disrupt the vision. had disappearedoff to the west. 

Whatwasgoingon? The following two nights, Oct. Zl and ?JI, 
VISIT, the Vehicle Internal Systems In- there were numerous reports of flying lights, 

vestigative· Team, looked into the events of most of them a bright white, others red, and 
Oct "" "" in Galveston County, and reported himm nng· 

-"' . somes e . 
its results at a recent public meeting. VISIT concluded that there is a very good 

VISIT, a nonprofit corporation based in chance that most of.the white lights spotted to 
Friendswood, is made up of aerospace the west southwest were the planet Venus. 
engineers, scientists, and o~er ~~rts ~ho According to VISIT investigator Granvill 
investigate reports of urudentif1ed flying Pennillgton, who is a physicist and hardware 
objects. expert, "Venus has been the cause for. more 

_ Don Tucker, one of the principal in- UFO sightings than any other object." 
vestigators of the Galveston incidents, says - The VISIT report found that most of the 
the "nights of the Galveston lights" really sightings to be of "lights in the sky" variety, 

began in the morning of Monday, Oct. 26. 
It was a clear morning, and visibility on 1-45 

was unlimited. Two men in a 1972 Jeep 
traveled north, towards Houston. Somewhere 
around 11 a.m., just south of Dickinson, they 
noti<;ed a silver object in the air, off to their 
left. It seemed to be pacing them. 

Both men assumed it was an aircraft of 
some sort. Eventually they realized it had · 
no wings, no I markings, no protrusions. 

Then, as the Jeep approached an overpass, 
the object suddenly made a 90 degree turn, 
and accellerated. By the time the men got to 
the other side of the overpas.5, the object had 
disappeared. 

The entire incident had lasted between six 
and seven minutes. 

VISIT investigators interviewed both men 
separately, and eventually concluded from 
their statements that they were reliable 
witnesses. 

Tucker says the men were hesitant to even 
speak about the matter, and were skeptical 
about UFOs in general -

VISIT-telephoned the Goodyear people and 
detennined that the sighted object had not 
been a Goodyear blimp, It was also deter­
mined that NASA's Guppy aircraft-which 

"puzzling, but not astounding .. ~ great many 
of the sightings probably had quite normal 
explanations." · · 

It also concluded: "It appears that most 
sightings on the Zlth and 28th of October were 
a result of people wanting to see something. 
The extreme clear, crisp weather allowed 
Venus, Sirius, and other·astronomical bodies 
to put on quite a show." 

Tucker says many of the Galveston 
sightings were looked upon as "confirmed 
unknowns." 

John Schuessler, a former NASA engineer 
who now works in McDonald Douglas Corp.' s 
space flight division, explains, "It's called 
having a lot of good evidence, but not being 
able to do anything with it." 

However, he adds, the information gar­
nered from the Galveston lights sighting 
"could pay off way downstream.'' 

"We are looking for something we can put 
our hands on," says Granvill Pennington. 
''We're looking for secondary effects.'' 

By looking at the effect, a trained scientist 
can often determine the cause he says. 

On Dec. 29, 1980, three two women and a 
little boy came into contact with a UFO, and \ I 
~ave VISIT plenty of effect to study. . 
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Up In the air, It's . .. . 
Among those interested in a. report 

by two lincolnites that they ·saw a · 
strange light in the Lincoln area skies 
l!lStweek was Ray Boeche. 
· Ray is · state section director of the 
Mutual UFO Network, or MUFON, an 
international organization that investi­
gates such things as strange lights in the 
sky and sightings of bizarre animals. 

It's a sidelight with Ray, who makes 
his living in the printing trades. But he is 
fascinated with reports of weird events, 
and has been since he read a book 
about strange phenomena. when he was 
10 or 12 years old. 
· He moved here recently from Penn­

sylvania. When he left, he and his 
MUFON colleagues were investigating 
persisting reports that cougars were 
prowling the forests. Impossible, in­
sisted Pennsylvania wildlife officia(s. But 
Ray says there were just . too many 
"phantom cat" sightings. That many 
people couldn't be seeing things. 

He says he has been pleased to learn 
that, since he left, a television crew was 

. interviewing someone in the area when, 
lo and behold, a cougar strode out of 
the woods and got his picture taken. 
Ray says the wildlife officials have 
reconsidered. 

MUFON has consultants from many 
scientific disciplines to evaluate - evi­
dence such as hair or oil samples, cast­
ings of footprints and out-of-focus 

photographs. . In the Pittsburgh area, 
·where he used. to live, scientists from 
some of the large industries (such as 
U.S. Steel and Westinghouse) did con-

. suiting work. : 
OK, Ray, from all you've learned, do 

you think there are extra-terrestrial sau­
cers flying about? 

''There are more theories than re­
searchers," he said, slipping away as 
nimbly·as any saucer ever did. 

Yeah, but how about Ray Boeche? 

."I tend to think that one of the im­
portant elements is the effect of the 
sightings on the witnesses, most of 
whom are reluctant to discuss what 
they have seen.,There is such a lack of 
tangible evidence and usually we can 
find some natural or normal explana­
tion for phenomena." 

Sure, but are there space saucers 
buzzing Earth? 

"It's a possibility." 
He says most MUFON members 

have become convinced that "some­
thing is going on, but it · may not be 
spacecraft." The National Investigation 
Committee on Aerial Phenomena, he 
Says, is convinced extra-terrestrial ob­
jects have been sighted. 

-Th!'! Big Foot mystery is just as puz­
zling. 

If you are interested in-working with 
the dozen or so area people Ray is or­
ganizing f0r MUFON, give me a call 
and I'll get him in touch with you. , 
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cops sa_y: ·no -
BY·RICHARD SHEA . ' " . • .. .. ·"-

BEACON - 1Lf:Q_yes, helicopter. 
no. . ' 
~rea r~side.nts who saw an unusual ,. l!;ven, when it moved,1 the object's 

obJect with strange Jfghts hovering pa~e ·was slow an~ Miss McCarthy 
over the Mt. Beacon Park area of the said she was ·certam it couldn 't be a 
city Thursday night say no one .is plane. She said it hovered for 30 to 40 

·going to convince. them · what they seconds at one point, · and the hover­
saw was a plane. helicopter or the ing was- witnessed by. numerous Mt. 
like. Beacon Park residents. As it ·stood 

It was the third time this year-the; ; still, it appeared -to be about 200 feet 
similar sightings were repo.rted :)y above ground, she and others said. 
large groups of people. Strar.gely Another Mt. Beacon Park resident 
enough, all the incidents came on who didn 't want his name used 
Thursday nights between 8: 30 and because of the kidding he .might 
9: 30 p.m. . - receive, said when he called police 

State police told callers and the and was told it was just planes, he 
Evening ~ews after the last sighting hung up. " Planes aren 't silent. They 
that th~y ha.d tracked the lights to don 't stop in mid-air. This thing 
Stormv11le Airport, where a group of stopped-a c.ouple of hundred feet in· 
professional pilots who were using the air and there was · no sound at 
small planes to practice close forma- all," he said. " It circiled around 
tion flying- at night. Authorities said twice and big white lights came on." 
t~e pilots . usually practice Thursday When. the white lights went out, only 
mghts ~nif . were seen by a trooper , r~d lights could be seen. The man 
landing ar Stormville shortly after ' . ·· A 

state police received numerous ells said tne ne1gnoorhood was qmet 
wondering about the ligh~. Thursday mght and the sounds . of 

A similar explanation was offered other planes and even a .high flymg 
last night. City police told callers the 1et could be h~ard m ~he distance, but 
lights J:>elonged- to a group of four th~ strange ob)ect emr~~ed no s.ou~~ · 
planes flying in close formation . ·It looked like a V, . he said, but 

Mt. Beacon Park Glenham and no~ a sharp V_. more like a boom~r-
. other area residents retorted . "no .ang." He said .because the . white 

way." Mary McCarthy, a crescent li~hts were so br!ght at one pomt, hrs 
Drive resident said she's convinced wife came out with a camera hopmg 
what she sa~ was not planes or to get a pic~ure, but whei:t she turned 
helicopters, -" It. made absolutely no th~ porch light on, the lights on the 
noise," she said, adding that she is ob1~ct went out. _ , _. 
familiar with the sounds of planes The man said he had spent seven 
and helicopters . years ii'\ the seryice and was-also a 

Mt. Beacon Park is a quiet resi- · member of the Civil Air Patrol and at 
dP,ntial area with a clear view of the one pomt served . as a ground ~b­
sky toward. Mt. B"eacon and there server. ·:I know planes, " he · said. 

! would normally be no other noise to "This was no plane." \_ . . 
drown out sounds of a plane or Those who saw -the ob1ect -ms1st 
helicopter. what made it r_eally strange to them 

Miss McCarthy described the ob- was that the object wa~ able to hover. 
ject as being in the shape of a v and that there was no noise w~atso.ever _ 
one object, not three or four. She said and the ·fact the b.-1ght white lights _ 
it had bright red lights, with some were so-unusual. . . . 
green lights " and it stopped in One man told the Even!n~ Ne\\s. 
mid-air. When it stopped, it turned on " If the_y are .Planes pract1cmg tight 
re(!lly bright white lights," she said. fo~matton nrmg, t~o~e g.uys are sure 
When a neighbor turned on a porch domg some )Ob of 1m_1tatmg a UFO. I 
light, however, the bright white light~ s.ure \~ould like to see a plane hover 
went out. like this. . . , 

There were several airplanes in the A similar object was spotted hov-
area at the time and Miss McC,arthy ering over the area near St. John's 
said when one of the planes came Church April 29. 
toward the strange object; it disap- April 16, the night of the rock slide 
pear.ed over Mt. Beacon to the,.east. . which blqcked Interstate Route 84 
But 1t came back and, circled the Mt. atop Storm ville Mountain for nearly 
Bea~on Park area aga..!_n before a month, similar sightings were 
le~vmg. made near the Dutchess-Putnam \ .,_ 

County-line. .J 
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1·uFos ho-ax? 

200 Ohio residents 
..- see lclrge, fed UFO 

IP. 
--:-BE.ACON - The UF~ 
s1~htin~s over Beacon an · 
£h sou nern Dutchess area 
this spring and summer 
coul~ be just a hoax, ac­
cording to Dennis Kip a 
for~er Westchester County 
resident who now resides in 
Beacon. 

" It just may be one ' 
explanation," Kip said as 
he described how he ·and a 
group of friends caused 
sightings of UFOs in 
Westchester County back in 
1974. 

He .said the first step in 
creating the home made 
UFO . was to go to a dry 
cleaning establishment and 

-obtain the clear plastic 
bags used to protect 

' freshly-cleaned clothing 
" We did a lot of research 
and found that lightweight 
straws could- be used . to 
shape the object," Kip said. 

Next was to find a power 
source. someth ing th a t 
could get the " UFO " off the 
g~ound and keep it in the 
air. In some similar in­
stances in the past. candles 
were used to heat the air in 
the plastic bag,. causing it 
to rise similar to a· hot air 
balloon. 

.But Kip said he and his 
friends wanted something 
better so they did more 
research and came up with 
a source of power that he 
would. not divulge. saying 
only ·1t was a lot more 
effective than a candle " 

Kip said once the ' ·UFO" 
was constructed and the 
power source added and 
1 ~01te.d. the object would 
rise into the air and tne 
power source would give off 
a bright glow . . He said the 
ob3ect would either hover. 
or move about, depending 
on the wind. 

·· F'or a Whlle! it coUlfi stay 
stali le and 111 one posit ion, 
or 1f a Dreeze came up it 
would move.·· He said the 
power source used would 
not be affected by tne wllid . 
He and his friends took 

considerable time to devel­
op their UFO, Kip said, and 
had to make :;ure the power 
source would not ignite the 
plastic or straws. 

He said once he and his 
friends developed · their 
" UFO" -to the point they 
wanted, they would syn­
chronize their watches and 
break up into groups. One 
would go to New Castle. 
another to Briarcliff two 
points in Ossining and on 
some occasions to Pleas­
antville and at a designated 
time, several of the UFO's 
would be launched. 

" We used to drive the 
residents there absolutely . 
crazy, " Kipp laughed . 
" They would see UFO's all 
over the place ~ " He said 
quite frequently , 

. Westchester residents and 
even police would check 
with the Westches te r 
County Airport to see if 
anything showed up _on 
radar. ··but the radar was 
not capable of picking these 

. o.bjects up, " Kip said. The 
.. UFOs " were us ually 
launched from high places. 
clear of trees and away 
from homes. 

He said on windy nigh ts 
the objects would be 
spotted in different places. 
In some instances. sparks 
would fly from the power 
source, but Kip said they 
were harmless · and 
wouldn ' t ignite fires . 

He thought of launching a 
UFO or two after seeing the 
new movie ··E .T." but 
didn 't. Kip said the UFOs 

-· he and tne others launched 
would U!iually stay . lrt the 
air for 35 to 40 minutes and 
those spotting the objects 
wou.ld really ·feel they were 
seerng !lomi!thing from 
outet space. " We had a lot 
of trial flights . .. it got to be 
very effective." 

1-fe doesn ' t. rule out some· 
thing from 011ter space, 
··but this may be one ex­
planation of what 's been · 
h:ippen ing. ·· 

CANTON, Ohio - Almost 200 resi· 
dents of nearby Pepy Tuwnship 
p~oned a~t~oritie()ast Saturday ) 
night cl~1m1~g a .1l.EQ..}Yas hovering 
over their neighborhood, police said 
Sunday. 

"Apparently we did have a sup­
posed UFO:' said Patrolman Mark 
Johnson, who estimated 150 people 
called police between 10:30 p.m. and 
11 p.m: A total of 50 similar calls 
were. Io,gged. by the Stark County 
Shenff s of~1ce and the state Highway 
Patrol post m nearby Massillon. 

".It was d~scribed a·s a large, red , 
lui_nmous obJect flying low:· Johnson 
said. · 

Residents told authorities the 

?bjec~ skimmed slowly over treetops 
m the area, hovering over it for about 
25 minutes. However, they said when 
police arrived the object pi-eked up 
speed and shot off to the southeast. 

"So far we have no idea what it 
was:' Johnson said. "We contacted the 
Akron-Canton Airport and nothing 
had been picked up on their radar." 

He said by the time police arrived 
at the· scene, the object was gone. 
"None of our officers saw it " Johnson 
said. ' 

"I don't know if it was a hoax or 
not:' he said. "All I can tell you is that 
the people who wei:e calling lived 
along the roads where (the object) 
was sighted." 

Un~ed Press lntemalional 

NE'-'J 'to~" ~o $T 
~·'I. N~ • .JUNC.1\-01. 

, ~ UFO SPLIT$ 
... JUST BEFC"RE 
COPSARRIVE 

CANTON, Ohio - Al· 
mcst 200 residents of 
nearby Perry Township 
phoned authorities Sat­
urday night, clabning a 
UFO was hovering o ver 
their neighborhood, 

Residents said the ob· 
Ject skimmed slowly 
over treetops In the 
area, · hovering for 
about 25 minutes,. but 
vanished Just before 
the cops arrived. 

"It was described as a 
large, red, luminous ob­
ject · flying low," said 
Patrohnan Mark .John· 
~D. 
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Some s~_w meteor, 
others saw . . ... ? 

Sauers says. "If I'd have known at the 
time I might have been seeing an uni­
dentified object, I'd have been 
thrilled." -

Well. those wllo saw the 10 p.in. 
rtreball were thlilled; even If it was 
identifiable. 

A meteoroid the sba. ol cb1"""Y 
gravel will get aa 1J.. to 20-toot ba.11 ot 
glowing gas arowad It. Slam 111ys. A 
larger pae easily could.have a tall t11a1 
stretcbed 60 to 80 miles Joos; 1be 
large ones a1So tend to be seen much 

· 1ower on the boriz,oo. ]mt u HUI one 
was. ·, . . 

. . 
By TERESA BARKER 

Of the Register-Guard 

"They're usually brilliant, bright · 
green like this one," says Cole, who 
used to build "perfect mirrors'' for 
telescopes. "but the size was the thing 
that caught me this time. It was big. 
And then there was this long tail that 
stretched out behind it - it mu~ have 
been lt)O miles. long. A long yellowish 
deal and it looked like you could see 
llttle particles drop out of iL It was so 
big and bright that after it went out of 
sight, I almost expected ·to' hear the 
boom." 

Tbe COiors are. ~Ulled la M bJ 
the chemical composiUaa ot tile 
meteoroid, and in part by Its siJeed, 

Speaking of meteors, and othe:- '1lings that glow bright in the 
night. ... 

"I was. coming home from downtown. when I saw it." says Al 
Cole, a retiree who lives in Eugene. '. 'That fireball was the most· 
beautiful thing I've ever seen in my life, and I've seen a lot of 
them." 

. and angle of entry. A slow. meteoroid 
will create a reddish meteor trail .Ex­
tremely rut ones wtll . be yellow or 
Wnite. Green Is caused ·by~gai.1r;aw, 
blue is a product of speed. 

A fiery -object that seared the darkened Eugene skies at about 
1 O p.m. Wednesday fits the description of meteor - or fireball -
say people who saw it. and also people who know things about 
meteors. Still unexplained, however, were two bright orange lights 
seen at about 11 p.m. that night by-Dave Lauinger and a friend, who 
were atop Skinner Butte, and by another couple in downtown Eu­
gene. 

· Bill Su~ director of the Lane Ed- · 
ucation Service District Planetarium 
at 2JOO Centennial Blvd:, didn't see the 
alleged fireball, but says i t soundS like 
"a-very large meteor." 

The largest meteorite eYer found In 
Oregon was discovered in Oregon City 
In 1902. Although the meteor1te 1131!1.1 
was shipped ott to the Amerlc:a.n. Mme­
um or N:-.tturai History ID New Yortt, a 
" full-size copy" reslS OQ th' porch of 
the_ p~tan.um_h~ · ..... : · 

It was at 11. p.m. Wednesday when Twyla Sauers, director of the 
Eugene School District's native American· program, finished year­
end tasks at the administrative building on Monroe Street. She and 
her husband walked out to their car and first noticed a "bright star 
- like the picture postcards of the star of Bethlehem," Sauers says. 
They were driving away when they saw tw!> "brigh~. v~vid orange 
lights" moving slowly and steadily across the sky, about as.high as a 
small plane might fly. "But you. could tell they weren't from an 

As it happens, a special meteor pro­
gram is in progress a1 tile planetarium, 
with shows at 3 p.m. Saturday and Sun­
day. · 

airplane," she says. ~ 

"By 'very large,' I mean in compar­
ison with other meteors. Mo:."1 you see 
in the night sky are really not much 
larger than the tip of your finger. What 
you 're seeing is very, very b.ot ionized 
gas around It." 

." I work for the Eugene district and my husband works for 
Bethel, and we regard ourselves as really steady . individuals," 

~ l' 
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skv obiect 
7
. .,. [ ' ' I ,:::-J: . . -

L1 ~ · • 
I t7' I .. f ~ 

:\1 " r c C a n d u s s o . c 0 · 
c: t:a i:-:nan of :he Fiying Saucer 
In 1:es tig2tl~g Co.n:::i i:tee :nth~ 
Akrcn area. sa te c::; unus:..>a t 
5!1f!:ing jn r.he Ta i1 madge sky 
aSollt ~~ a.1:1 !-... ri~ay !5. th e fi :-s t 
tim e io;- a lo::? n :ne ~ !1ar such 
ari E- \·er, ~ has :E:!en :- e:..1c:teC . 

He :::aid il is s?;niLc tc i.h e 
na:nero,;s :-ed iu:n inous ~p­
Deara~ces ~n 1he sk:; reporte r 
Satu :- day :1igiL to ? e: r v 
To ·.):ns h ip ;> oii~ e in Sta!"k Cc~!n­
t \.". 
· Ca r:dusso ~o.1C\ :: 21 ·: ... · ca.r -o ~ d 

1a:b:1ad 2e ma~ . in h: s S'?cond 
::~·~ :- r.:. ~- :::cEege: 2t _.:._ ~~:-c. :1 
L-!11\· e:- si y . -\': c.. s co !"':"': :ng :1Cm e 
\•:her: he sa \;· a bright ob .iec t 
v.·~ ti; !h'O ve :-- y brig~t tig;its l n 

the s~:·· 

lG.B.l 
. At_ tir$t he ._r.ought ,it was a n 

a1r!)~ane con; 1r:g u: ror a 10. n. · 
dir.E' · ·~ tt v.·c : ! oC'~ i ~gh:s or: 1:. 
sa id Ca nC.uss0. 

Ca r:dusso sa:d ·.;·'.t en i.!le man 
:.u :- ned i:ito h!s dri':eway he 
wa tched th'? 0bjec: co me 
cowa rd ni m and : , ~ go t out oi 
his or n nd stood t:1er-e . 

Wnen the object \»as alr.ws 
0\ e~ r.im . tl;e ~i g r:ts wen t Ot.:i 
CJ :-1 ~ u:: ~ o said ·r.e 

Tallmadge man sa id the ob jec t 
was com pletely silent and 
c.bout 500 feet from him in the 
a ir . The Tallm adge man wa t­
ched the rectangular-sha ped 
object for another m inute and 
a half and then it went a way . 

According to Candusso , the 
Tallma dge man said that from 
the r ear of the object, it looked 
like a ny or dinary conventiona l 
object. 

Candus s o sa1a the 
Ta llm adge man sa id when this 
ob ject wa s over him. tw0 
brilliant lights went out and 
there were three horizonta l 
lights underneath the craft tha ~ 
were !i~. 

C.OU.~\E R 

Ca nd usso said the ma n 
believed them to be red and 
green lights . 

Candusso sa id horizon ta · 
lights on JT-;;" Q5 have been 
heard of bu~ it' s been a long 
time since anything iike th;s 
ha s been reported . 

The Tallm a dge ma n did :iot 
want to be identified. Candu~so 
said . 

Perry Township police l::a n 
desp aired of figurin g out exa<.t­
iy wha t gave off the l :.:m inou~ 
r ed glo w in the sky tha t i}r :; mp­
ted aimost 200 r esident::. to 
phone Stark County authorit ies 
Satur cay nigh t with CF O 
reports . 

"!t"s ju st one of tho se 
strange ha ppenings. Whe :- e ao 
we go from here .·· Said Lt. 
Lioyd P illa late Suncia;·. " You 
know. we got lot s oi calls an " 
the stories were ali the sa mr: 
T~;Y, die rJO~ °'. a r::. 

Tne cal1s came ::-: a oa: · 
t f:-:1 . ·· n~ ;,dded. ' 'They c ::: :-; '.) ~ 
j~ 1 mp aroun~ from or1e .side v~ 
to;;.· ;i to a:-1cthe:- . Thev foilo wec 
right down a line.· · · 

tS 



'~Biggest obj~ct we've ever -seen' 

Eugene-area couples 
EU6E~E.,<!)R 
REC':rt~tE~ GUARD 
Ju~e le l<t8l. 

By TERESA BARKER 
Of llie Register-Guard 

At least 130,000 Eugene-Springfield 
area people, Including local police and 
night crews at the National Weather 
Service and Mahlon Sweet Airport con· 
trol tower, didn't see any unidentified 
flying objects Wednesday night. 

But they weren't in the car with 

Wanda Johnson and her husband on 
their late-night drive home to Crow, 
from Eugene. And they weren't on the 
top of Skinner Butte with Dave Lau~ 
inger and his friend, watching the 
twinkling of stars in the southwest 
skies. They saw something. 

" We've never seen anything like It 
before," said Johnson, who wanted to 
make· it clear she and her husband 

report UFOs 

aren't the type who go around seeing 
UFQs all the time. But they were driv· 
Ing home at a60ur1tl:l5 p.m., when 
there in the sky, about as high as small 
airplane m~. " the biggest object 
we've ever seen" shot out of the 
heavens and disappeared behind some 
hills in the distance. 

" It was all colors; like red and blue 
and kind of yellow, and it had a tail, 

like a shooting star might have." 

At about 11 p.m., Lauinger and his 
friend, both from Eugene. were 
perched atop Skinner Butte, not drunk 
and not deranged, he says. They saw 
two "really brilliant bright orange 
lights" about small-plane level, " just 
hanging there in the sky, like they 
we.re tied together." 

"There was no sound or anything." 
I Lauinger says, " and they just floated 

off toward the south. They got dimmer 
and dimmer, and then they we.re just 
gone," he said. He isn't acquainted 
with the Johnsons. 

Lauinger, 18, said he told his father 
about it this morning " because he's the 
only one who would believe me. And 
he told me to call the paper." 

Johnson called the newsp~per "be­
cause I didn't know who else to call." 

The newspaper called around, but 
officials reported no sightings, and 
said the polite kind of things officials 
usually say about such things. 

The operator on the national toll· 
tree hotline for UFO sightings (1-800· 
323-6556) said she couldn't release in· 
formation regarding any other calls 
received Wednesday night, and that all 
calls are reported in confidence to the 
national UFO Center in Washington, 
D.C. 

The newspaper called there and 
got a recording that said everyone was 
out at the moment, but that the caller 
should leave a message at the sound of 

\ the tone. The newspaper left the mes-
~ge. 

UFO 'pioneer' recalls .1935 
sightings by Patrick Connol1y 

Associated Press Writer 

Thirty-five years after he re­
ported seeing the first modem-day 
"flying saucers," Kenneth Arnold 
continues to be visited by new 
theories of what he saw and where 
it was coming from. 

Arnold, 01 , speculates that the 
nine shiny, pulsating objects he 
saw bounding through the daylight 
sky on June 24, 1947, might have 
been life forms from another 
planet paying a call to Earth. 
Another possibility, he says, is that 
the visitors are links between the 
world of the living and the world of 
the dead. 

It was near Mount Rainier that 
Arnold says he sighted the pulsat­
ing objects 35 years ago. 

His report to the Civil Aeronau­
tics Board on the crescent-shaped, 

100-foot-wide objects launched the 
modem era of flying-saucer sight­
ings. 

"They were all individual but 
they were following each other and 
the formation had a funny diagonal 
line, like geese or the tail of a 
Chinese kite," Arnold said yester­
day in a telephone interview from 
the Meridian, Idaho, home he 
shares with his wife. "Some would 
gain on the others, some would -
lose a bit. But they were -going 
someplace. They weren't interest­
ed in me." 

Formerly of Minot, N.D., Ar· 
nold 'is a retired private pilot and 
runs his own engineering business. 

"It was no optical illusion," he 
said. "I'm positive any pilot in the 
same place at the same time 
would have observed the same 
thing. As far as I'm concerned, I 
just told things the way they 

l~ 

SEATILE,WA. 
\\MES Ju~e lS tf<~l 
were." 

A year later, he saw a group of 
about 24 UFOs when landing his 
plane at LaGrande, Ore. , "clus­
tered together like a bunch of 
blackbirds, going fast , little ones 
only 3 feet In diameter." . 

He said he doesn't know what 
the objects were. 

"We've gone to the moon and 
that 's just a stepping-stone to other 
planets," he said. "If there is li fe 
out there, mayt;>e there are ~ople 
or life as we recognize it and 
maybe they'd make the journey 
here. 

I 
.i 
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.. "Then . there might be two 
worlds coMecting the living and 
t~~ dead. Maybe you continue 

.11.vmg when you die. I can't envi­
sion . myself on the steps of God, 
playing a harp with 10 million 
other souls . . . Maybe it has 
something to do with that." 

Arnold has reported seeing 
UFOs at least eight times, the last 
in 1952 when he was over the 
Nevada desert . and "they were 
below me at treetop level." 

Arnold has been grilled by 
hundreds of reporters and military 
officers. Airline pilots and others 
have seen dozens of similar shapes 
fleeting through the sky. All of 
Arnold's sightings have been in 
daylight. 

"There is one thing I'd like to 
straighten out," he said . . 

"I didn't create the word 
'flying saucer.' This young report­
er from Pendleton, Ore., asked me 
how they flew and I said they flP.w 
very erratically, they flipped anrl 
flashed, like if you took a saucer 
and threw it across the water. So 
from that, e,verybody wrongly as­
sumed they were round instead of 
crescent-shaped." 

• Y !.:~ What was that strange, red glar.e? 
CANTON, Ohio - Perry Township police hav~ despaired of figuring out 

exactly what gave off the luminous red glow in the sky that prompted almost 200 
residents to phone Stark County authorities Saturday night with UFO re~Ets. 

:·It's just one of those strange happenings. Where do we go from here," said 
Lt. Lloyd. Pilla late Sunday. "You know, we got lots of calls and the stories were 
all the same. They did not vary. 

"The calls came in a pattern," he added. "They did not jump around from one 
side of town to another. They followed right down a line." 

Patrolman Mark Johnson estimated that 150 people Cl!-lled. the station between 
10:30 p.m and 11 p.m. A total of 50 similar calls were logged by the Stark 
County Sheriff's office. and the state Highway Patrol post in nearby Massillon. 

" It was described as a large, red, luminous object flying low," Johnson said. 
Residents told authorities that the object skimmed slowly over treetops· in the 

area, hovering over it for about 25 minutes. However, they said that when three 
cars of police arrived the object picked up speed and shot off to the southeast. 

" So far we have no idea what it was," Johnson said. "We contacted the 
Akron-Canton Airport and nothing had been picked up on their radar." 

He said that by the time police arrived at the scene. the object was gone. 
"None of our officers saw nothing," said Pilla. "I didn't see anything. I was 
lying on the couch and I have a big picture window. But I didn't see a .thing." 

B~\G+~TON S\IEN \N& ARErU~ EA$T ~u~se:x 
..JUNE ~1 l'181 LO~. 

riddle-at 
··23,000ft. 

TWO SUSSEX airlir.e 
pilots told today ot a 
close encounter witi:1 a 
UFO. 

They spotted Ll'ie 
mystery-object on F :Jan 
Air flight from GatwicK to 
Corfu yesterday. 

The Boeing 737 \~· as 
cruising at 23,000ft. ;-, •/ ~!' 
Souihern Italy when the UFO 
appeared in the sky about :w: 
miles away from the plar.r. 

.capt. Len Schwaiger, 52, 1: 
T:ckerage Castle, Framf1~ l d , 
near Uckfield , said : " It :,:,;ik-

ed black and shihy and about 
the size of a car. We were 
pretty surprised." 

The Boeing 737 was on its 
way to C0rfu when they en· 
countere;; the UFO. They 
reported the sighting when 
the plane arrived bad at 
G;:i , "'.°K. 

L . : .. !ot David Robinson, 
28, of ~ : zckboys , near 
Ucllfield , said : " We had iust 
been in i , .'h w.i th Brin.disi 

control, Southern Italy, and 
were not expecting anyth ing 
at that heigh~ . " 

He added : " it didn't appear 
to have any aerodynamic 
shape and seemed to have one 
window." 

The pilots and two 
passengers who were being 
shown the flight deck watch­
ed the mysterious black ob­
j ect for about a minute before 
it disappeared from view. 

A spokesman for Dan Air 
said the sighting has been 
repor:eci to the Ministry of 
Defence. 

\1 
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Disbeliever 
-who Inay have 
seen the light 

A COLLEAGUE oi m ine, 
normall~- a charact er \\·ho 
\':ould \·ie\\' a UFO soo t­
ter with some disbe.Jief, 
thmks he may have been 
converted to t he ranks of 
the semi-believers. 

He tells me he could have 
had a distant encoun ter of 
the ii rst kind wi th a strange 
object in the sky O\'er Exeter 
on the afternoon of June 2 4. 

r c.r all too short a time. he 
glimpsed a bright . shi ny 
i ight 1;i the sky O\·er the 
no r th - east of E xeter at 
about 2.2 0 pm. 

He tells me : " I \\·as dri, ;11g 
along Cc.liege Road towards 
Exeter police station when 
this ob ject appeared in a 
position at a bout 10 o'cloc k 
!-: :; :; ;,; ;;,e sk~- .o the! left oi 
the police statiun . It "·as 
impossib le to tell how far 1t 
was awa~-. bu t the light was 
remarkably intense.·· 

He first thought it was an 
aircraft ex ploding or a fla re: 
but by the li me he was able 
to stop the car and take a 
closer look it had dis­
appearcd. 

Now he is wondering 
whether he should pa_\' a 

hurncd 1· 1s?t In tllf' ,; pt? ua n . 
nr 1.•: heth l' r ~Hi .':h11<1 •: L·l~" ;, i,...:" 

Sal\' IL 
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. RESIDE."'ffS are still pW:ifed,over ilie·~ ,~ 
identity of the mysterious object.seen over · 
Cumbcni~liStS.up.daj.(~~~l~>~~:::t-'-;)-f~ 
~bed; as "&::lirighi-: piJit . ~iiiritit,;~;11f~~ 

. . ment ~ haatoCa! ~plc- .si:?~~;~\ :·; 
and tDnl1D11Q.theNewU.oraplmitioR.<_- , ~r- .:::--..:.::-~ 

Tiie first phone call came-fromMn Vera Do!ier-;w~~ 
. 22 Pine Court; "Abronhill, -who spotted ·the. UFQ.• ; 
hovering above her house . " 

"I looked up into a ver/ clear sky and there was 
this very big pink light. I have never seen anything 
like it before," she said. 

" I thought it might be a.firework of some kind, but 
it wasn't. It was sort of glittering and it went away to 
the right towards the raifway. · 

"It seemed to glide along the sky until it went into 
a circle of white light and then it disappeared." 

Mrs Dolier said some of her neighbours Jiad also 
seen th1: strange-light at about ll.30 p.m. that night . 

Another surprised UFO spotter was Mrs J~ 
Younger, whose son Kevin (14) first saw the UFO 
outside his bedroom ,.. jodow. 

. ·· I nere was 1h1s temt1c bnght Dinky coloured Ii ht 
JUSI over the- window. " remembered Mrs Young~ 
28a Meadow View, Kildrum. "It was statiocar-i and. 
flashing on and off. When J ran to the back dOor . 
had staned to move. • •t 

" ThCT? was a tra i! of smcke behind it. rt .,,.,~ tci ne 
at a temfic speed and zig-zagging from-side to si~e. 
It mu.st have been pt'Ctt• low - it Wl!Jlt right O¥Cr 
Cumbcmauld Housel " 

When · she heard she was not 1he onlv person woo 
had had a "d~ encoumer of the first kind" , Mrs 
Younger was quite reliCYed . 

" l,' m ~~ someone else- has seen it to, .. she 
ainti~ued .. A_t least my son was with me, so I know t 
wasn t 1magmuig th111gsl" · 
• A police spo~man said one or two people bad 
jlhmicd them saymg someone h.Jd lit a flare. but tlley 
could n')t. ti•noo•nt the area . 

, An_d tb.e .New Town's own UFO expert, Mr. Tom 
0 Neill, 73 T0<b~ Road, Ca.rbrain, missed seeiziG. 
~~ ..ane:ipccte<!- "ISUw.for.-J:i.imseif. ~ .... -am:G ,0 Set 
m tauc!i w.it!13:1l those who badseen it. - . · · · 

Mr O'Ncill u a. locahcsurch officer wilh JSTRA. 
t.Jie foterplanetzry Space- Travel :.~eseas'clr 
Associaaon. .Any r:cports ·oi UFOs in the a:-ci arc 
followed up by filhng_ oat ~ questionnaire, which is _. 
th~ passed on to the · ~,YCStigation-ro-ordin;,;tor, wii<> ·. 
decides whether or .rror farther in~ arc . 

. =ssatv. · . . ...... ......... ... ... -.-.-.·.·.•.•.-;•.•.•.-,._._ ........... .. . . 
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V.F. 0. keeps Lochee 
'P· Yolk .awake • • • 

The tt.F~o.s are back! Several people phoned "The 
Courier'' late last night from·· the Lochee and 
surrounding area, to report an object in· the sky. 
It remained visible for some 

time, complete with flashing 
lights, before disappearing.• 

''I W81 -looking out of .the 
window and saw a saucer· 
shaped objec~" said.Mr George 
Fairi'ield, 16e Cawdor Court. 

"It had orange and yellow 
fluhing lights and flew from 
the Downfield area across to the 
other side of the city. 

"It ·was about the size of a · 
large plane, but its shape was. 
round." 

"Moving fast" 
Mr Fairfield said the object 

appeared to be moving too fast · 
to be an ordinary aircraft. 

Kevin Grant, of Foggylea 
Gardens, said he had been 
watching the light, sometimes 
bright orange, sometimes 
fading, for about 15 minutes. 

"A lot of neighbours were out. 
on the veranda watching it," he 
said. 

The mystery. object was also 
seen by Harry Johnston, 7c 
Harefield Court, who said it 

followed an irregular course to 
the north of the city. 

Mrs Helen Burke, 142 Strath­
marttne Road, ··also saw . the -
object. . . 

. "She rirst noticed it when she 
was in the kitchen," said her 
husband Thomas last night. 

"It wu visible for about four 
or five minutes, beading to­
wards the C&mperdown area." 

The object was orange and 
moving fut. 

Satellite 
R.A.F. Leuchars said last 

night that they had no aircraft in 
the area that could account for 
the object and commented that 
it could be a communications 
satellite. 

The satellite apparently goes 
overhead regularly, but is 
usually only· visible in relatively 
freak conditions. 

However, it normally flashed 
green or red, so its description 
doesn't match that of the object 
seen by Dundee folk. . . .. 

. -~~--

OC.CNTo,wis. RePORTeR 
. M.A_"'f . ~-~ '·q ~~ . . . -, 

/ Stra~ge obiect se~n · 
in. sk~l\~'\yer rownsend· 

Can we believe hi'i own ayasiiht or must ha think he 
has iooa bllllllanas when ha sees on the old R.R. riiht of 
way a "thin!(' the like ·o! which ha has never beheld pre­
viously? And what if several other per5:00s saw the ~me 
object? Ara they all i(Xle barmy too? 

On Friday afternoon, May 14, Tom Powers from the 
service station, his son TODY, Guy Lindstrom and Barry 
Thomas attendants at tba· Pond E ~ station all happened 
to be outside when· suddenly there appeared a briiht object 
hoverlni three to !our feet above the farmer tl':iek area and 
movilli northward. A tew· people in cars at the stat1oo saw 
the object too so it was not just au appiration. 

The four men nearly lost their lower jaws and their 
eyes popped as they ~.i.zed In tro:r.en amazement. Asked 

1 what be thouibt it was, Tom Powers,lookinia bit obashed, 
quipped "Dai't :u;k me what I saw, it w:t.S tnl,i.ke :.inyYlini 
I have ever seen." 

Thlllkini, rnoment:.i.rily that it mi.ibt be a helium filled 
baloon be told Tony to run a.cross tile hiibway and "catx:h 
that thini,'' but by the time the youni man crossed 32 the 
oojact had zoomed on north. - · 

All four men ail'eed that the round shiny thini was -
shaped like two pie pans or two bowls iluad to&"ether. Tony 
fi iUI'ed it to be about two and a ball. feet a.cross. Barry 
Thomas said "It looked about the si:l.e of a fairly bii tire 
It was extremely briiht and metallc,likechrome.A couple 
times it raised a foot or so and then back to the three foot 
level." 

Guy had the impression that it suddenly crossed the 
hiibway and b:.icko Ea.ch man was in a state of semi-shock 
and dtsbelie! but all airaed that it was fiyilli on its own 
power. As it iot just beyond the town pra&"e, the "saucer" 
rose to about tree top level and suddenly zoomed out of 
siibt. 

' The thllli couldn't possibly have been a baloon because . 
baloons do not travel horizontally, so there you are with 
a nice utile mystery item which to all intent must have been 
a ~ from outer space-a bii first for Townsend. 

_The men all knew they had seen it and yes they reel a 1 
bit embarassed about it, but naturally proud to have been l 

, _witnesses to such a starWni event which all happened in I 
..._~ few minutes time In Townsend. 

\tJOL\JER\4AMPTON EX\'>R6S5 ~ S\A\2.. 

.j 1J ~ ~ \ C\ l q 9 l L 0 N, 

' ' Uf,O group tO fight secrecy 
Briti~h 'ti believers in that in the past the society, pressin~ · for defence files on 

unidentified flying objects which was ~blisbed in the subject to be ope~\f ~PMr 
have switched their annual 1967, bas met.in London. . Other speako1· ers d""".1 _,~ f 

r' ' th · bai Norman iver 1r.,_. .... r o "close encounte to e "The preVloUB c rman, · t . r ns f~r the 5ociety 
Midlands. Mr Ken Rogers, became too mves l·fi 10 k bo t ibl~ 

The national UFO Society ill to continue last Novem~r w~o.wi srUFO u a':i Mr 
holds its annUal mee~ing .at and I've taken over," he saui oTnginsp 0 diredor of the 
0-gbeth c· . Hall ID Btr ony ace, 

1. IVlC to di~ ''We have about 350 Organisation for Scientific 
mmgh

1
am tQ,dmorr°w ts . members and would appeal to Ev a I u at ion of A er i a I 

cuss atest eve opmen m anyone interested . to attend Phenomena. 
the para-nbormaL .11 d" a the afternoon meetmg. Film& and slides showing 

Researc ers Wl ISCUSS . b t • Lord . . be fi tured · to 0 n up Defence Dunng t e mee mg s1gbtmgii are to ea . 
M!D~g files':n UFO's and Clancarty is to speak on the " There have bee n a 
• th'::r new developments. recent House o_f Lo~ debate number o.f de~elopments and 0 N . chairman Mr Brian on UFOs. He 1s chairman of research 1s bemg undertaken e., 
Eve~n of 85 Chelford the all-party. House o~ Lord very seriously," Mr Everton I ., 
Crescent, Kingswinford, said UFO committee which is added. 
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lhe hairless creatures~ 
1 

130 cm in height and 

I 

weighing 40 .kg, had large 
eyes and heads, 2 anns, 
eight fingers and bumps 

I tor a nose and ears.· 

I 

I 
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Staff Writer 
Flying saucers and chalky grey, hair­

less aliens exist and the U.S. govern­
ment is covering it up, says author Wil-
liam L. Moore. 

Moore, of Yavapai County, Arizona , 
told about 100 people at a Mutual UFO 
Network seminar at the Westbury Hotel 
yesterday, the U.S. government knows 
a 30-foot circular craft crashed near 
Roswell, N.M., in 1947, but is hiding the 
evidence. 

"I have rather compelling evidence 
there is a cover-up of national policy 
on UFOs. It's something that has been 
rumored for a long time but I suspect 
this is the first time anyone has had any 
concrete evidence." 

Moore, author of The Roswell Inci­
dent, said a lot of his findings relate to a 
violent aerial explosion and the disco­
very of debris in Roswell in July, 1947. 

Witnesses testified the craft " looked 
like an old-fashioned crumpled dish 
pan and debris was scattered all around 
the area ." 

Six to eight hairless creatures, 130 cm 
( 4 feet 3 inches) in height and weighing 
40 kg (88 lbs .) , with large eyes and 
heads were thrown from the craft. 

Witnesses said they had two arms 
with four fingers at the end of each and 
bumps for a nose and ears . 

"A source of high intelligence which 
conducted an internal study said it had a 
single heart and lung and a single 
kidney and bladder. The digestive tract 
looked like it ate soft or mushy food ." ' 

And these creatures could have been 
writers: Scattered around the \\Teckage 
were sheets of paper with pink and 
purple scribbling on them. 

Since disc·overy of the debris, the 
government has investigated the situa­
tion, but refuses to release any details . 

Moore said he has interviewed 85 
people who witnessed the incident - 28 
were eye-witnesses. 

But the whereabouts of the debris is 
unknown. 

" In my opinion it might be in New 
Mexico. After the crash, it was flown to 
Dayton, Ohio." 

Moore recently got two anonymous 
letters saying a doctor performed an 
autopsy on an alien type body in 1947. 

"I found the doctor and after reading 
the allegations to him he asked me if 
I was aware he was still getting a 
monthly cheque from the U.S. depart­
ment of justice." 

In December, 1980, U.S District Court 
Judge Gerhard Gessell said 131 top 
secret UFO reports held by the National 
Security Agency should remain classi­
fied . Geswell did not review the docu­
ments. His decision was based on a 
21-page, top-secret affidavit given to 
him in his chambers. 

So why the big cover-up? 
The discovery of aliens could jeopar­

dize national security or set off a 
national panic, Moore said. 

" We don 't know anything about these 
aliens , their powers, motivation or if 
they are dangerous , which is enough to 
start a national panic." 
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.WORLD· GOV'TS ··ADMIT 
GOVERNMENTS on both sides of the 
Atlantic have made the startling 
admission ·1hat UFOs exist - but 
they're engaged In a massive cover-
up of the ev_ldence. . 

The Supreme Court in Washington, 
D.C.. ·recently upheld the decision of the 
National Security Agency (NSA) to refuse 
to release documents on 
close encounter reports in 
America. · 

And in London. England. 
the British House· of Lords 
heard -i~edible testimony 
from defense officials that 
many UFO sightings cannot 
be explained scientifically. 
• NSA officials 

admit they pos­
sess top-secret -
documents on 
135 UFO sight­
ings. but insist 
that making 
them -pub! ic 
would create a 
serious threat to 
national 
·security. 

s 

Eugene Ye­
ates. the agen­
cy ' s policy 
chief. told 
GLORE: "Ifwe 
opened our 
files. foreign 
governments 
w o u Id know FINDINGS on this UFO near Hamburg, Germany; were kept to~secret. 

• ~----- .:._____..i,,.., 

I
• In 1944. General Dwight 
Eisenhower ordered Allied 
pilots to shoot down strange 

: fireballs in the slcy over Ger­
. many . They were first be-

1 ieved to be a new Nazi 
.

1

1 weapon. bµt no such 
weapons were ever de­
veloped by the Germans. 
• In- 1952. an Air Force jet 
was shot down by a ray gun 

. from a flying saucer over up-

state New York . Both men 
inside the plane were killed. 
• In 1971. Austrian author-

ities refused to officially in­
vestigate a photographed 
UFO near Deutschandberg. 
Military authorities did a 
photo analysis. but never !'!!­
leased their findings . 
• In 1972. American sol­

diers fired three high­
powered SAM missiles at a 
bright orange object· over 
Hanoi . Vietnam. but none of 
the missiles even touched it. 
• In 1974 . ·a _disc -shaped 
craft with bright lights was 
photographed over Silke­
borg, Denmark. Air Force 
Major Hans C. Peterson 
made an initial investigation. 

· but the government refused 

what we're doing and how 
we're doing it." 

_But Peter Gersten. the 
lawyer for Citizens Against 
UFO Secrecy. claims the 
government refuses to re-

Massive cover-up 
of the evidence 

to undertake a full inquiry . 
• In 1977. a clear photo­

graph was taken of a UFO 
near Hamburg. Germany. 
but again government au­
thorities refused to release re­
sults of its secret investiga-
tions . 

· · 1 have thousands of 
documents· from the Penta­
gon. the State Department 
and many foreign govern­
ments showing that UFOs are 
indeed carrying aliens from 
outer space," Von Keviczky 
told GLOBE. 

· 1ease the evidence because it 
would prove that officials 
have been lying to the public 
for years about the UFO 
menace. 

Despite the cover-up. the 
government has been unable 
to suppress all the astonish, 
ing proof of alien encounters. 
says Colman Von Kevic_zky. 
a former military photo ex­
pert and researcher for the 
United Nations. 

He claims secret govern­
ment UFO files reveal that: 
•In 1942. government 

planes fired more than 1.400 
rounds of ammunition at 
mysterious objects hovering 
over Los Angeles - without 
scoring a single hit. 

AUSTRIAN officials refused to investigate this UFO in 71. 

'lJ 

Dr. J. Allen Hynek. a pro­
fessor of astronomy at North­
western University of ·Illi­
nois. feels the government 
cover-up could trigger a 
cataclysmic alien invasion. 
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EX\ST • "UFOs are treated by the 

military as illegal intruders.'' 
he told GLOBE. "That atti­
tude ·may .well cause an inter­
galactic confrontation." 

This fear·· is also growing 
among UFO experts in Brit­
'ain. Lord Clancarty. a mem­
ber of the Hou5C of Lords. 
has introduced a new law that 
would force Britain's De­
fense Ministry to release its 
secret UFO files. 

Government officials 
admit they have confidential 
reports on l .500 sightings 
over the past three years -
300 of which defy scientific 
explanation, they say. 

Clancarty says a myste­
rious alien craft even buzzed 
Big Ben. the huge clock atop 
the Parliament Buildings in 
London. a few months ago . 

.r 
i 

.. Some members of Par­
liament ~ere out on the ter­
race having an early evening 
chat." he told. GLOBE. 

,.,.. 
THIS d111c-shaped cnlt with bright lighU was photographed °"' Sillceborg ~ · 
"The_ object circled for credible speed. When the of m steri· • · 

"Suddenly. a cigar­
shaped object flashed 
through the sky .at a terrific 
speed. It had bright red lights 
and was going so fast it 
looked like strealcs of light­
ning. 

a~t IO minutes and then officer ran to the field to in- . th . X ous cases such as 
disappeared.into the night." vestigate, he found a man's 

1~:T:ys ~ancany. . · 
.<7lancanr also tells of a body burned almost beyond should ~ w ole s1,1bJe_c.t 

policeman m Yorkshire who recognition- but the ground cussio U~re open to dis­
saw a saucer hovering over a around him hadn't even been be ful~ · · _reports must 
field . He heard an explosion scorched. Y mvestlgated so we 
and the craft sped off at in- "There must be hundreds canh get to the bottom· of this 

- - p enomenon." . . 

. 
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It's_ .a Living 

Blann decries UFO cover-up 
By ROBIN ENGEL 
Starr Writer 

LEWISVILLE-Shortly after dark in October 
1969, a brightly glowing object hovered near the 
horizon. A dozen men watched for about 10 
minutes as the object came closer, moved away. 
came closer, moved away, and finally 
disappeared. 

One of the observors reported his observations 
to the National Investigations Committee on 
Aerial Phenomena. His name was Jimmy 
Carter, then governor of Georgia. 

Literally thousands of Americans have 
reported similar sitings, according to Tommy 
Roy Blann, research scientist specializing in the 
investigation of UFO sitings. 

A resident of Lewisville for four years, Blann 
first became fascinated with objects in the sky 
when. as a child of 10, he built his own telescope 
and studied astronomy. 

Blann said he has personally investigated 
thousands of UFO reports and said the majority 

'of sightings can be explained. 
"The majority of UFO reports are the misiden­

tification of natural phenomenon," he said. 
Meteors, aircraft landings, navigation lights, 
planets, clouds-even outright hoaxes-explain 
about 92 percent of the reports, he said. 

Less than 8 percent of the reports are actual 
UFO sightings, said Blann. Most bonafide UFO 
sitings, however, suggest the existence of an un­
familiar disc-like flying object, he said. 

He describes the disc as " a highl y 
sophisticated, non-conventional craft powered 
by advanced nuclear techniques, capable of both 
atmospheric and unde_:-water propulsion." 

l 
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· Many of the reports indicate the disc glowed. 
with multi-colored lights, said Blann. He said the 
phenomena is similar . to that of the aurora 
borealis, when particles in the atmosphere 

. become ionized as energy is released. 
While Blann does not rule out the possibility 

that more than one disc has come to Earth from 
outer space, he said he thinks the majority of 
discs are manufactured right here on Earth. 

"Everything that's basically been found is 
within_our present technology, even though that 
technology has not been made. public," he said. 
"The public is probably about 75 years behind 
the technology that exists. 

"Physical evidence obtained over the last 30 
years indicates that discs are not extrater-
restrial," he said. · 

Techniques used by Blann and other scientists 
to investigate UFO reports include the analysis 
of vegetation, soil, and.water from sites showing 
physical evidence of a disc-landing, he said. 

"I'm not trying to convince people UFOs are 
real," he said. " I've spoon-fed the public for 
quite a number of years. There are always going 
to be disbelievers ," said Blann. 

Blann has lectured throughout the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico, made more than 
1,000 radio and television guest appearance$ on 
talk shows, and had articles published in national 
magazines. 

In Blann's view, the alleged cover-up of the ex­
istence of the disc is the most serious issue facing 
the nation today. 

"This is much more serious than just a UFO 
flying arou~d," he said. "The governm~nt has 
never been truthful to the American public 
about UFOs. The public does not have'ac­
cess to everything that's going on," he 
said. · 

" Various deceptive and corrupt prac­
tices are going on at this time, and I'm not 
going to sit by and watch. " 

Revealing the existence of the disc is 
"hard to do," he said, "because of various 
politi<;al pressures from the intelligence 
communities.'' 

The extent to which the CIA and other 
agencies have stifled information about the 
disc indicates "a tremendous amount of 
power and corruption, " said Blann. 

In his opinion, the covert activites of cer-
tain groups within the military-industrial 
community extend beyond the bondaries of 
a single nation and affect the well-being of 
the entire world. 

The executive branch of government has 
been powerless to break the seal of silence 
on the issue of UFOs, he said. 

For instance, President Carter' was un­
successful in trying to get the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration to 
reopen the governm~nt's probe of uniden­
tified flying objects in 1977. 

"We're not anxious to do it," said Dave 
Williamson, NASA assistant for special 
projects, in a Associated Press newspaper 
story in November 1977. 

"Give me one little 1green man-not a 

theory or memory of one-and we can have 
a multimillion dollar program," William­
son said. 

Williamson headed the group of technical 
experts who recommended to the White 
House that the project was unwarranted. 

In 1969, the U.S. Air Force terminated 
, Project Blue Book-two decades of · in-

vestigations of UFO sightings. . 
According to studies directed by Dr. Ed­

ward U. Condon at the University of Col­
orado, the subject of UFOs lacked suffi­
cient scientific evidence to warrant con­
tinued research on the topic. 
. According to Blann, "a number of pro­
Ject scientists discovered that the probe 
was a 'cover-up' ~f the real facts_, !>ut Con-
don's credentials kept the truth from the 
public and the rest of the scientific 
community. · 

"The Condon Report is responsible for 
the lack of credibility of this subject and a 
lack of scientific inquiry as a whole by the 
scientific community into the UFO 
phenomenon, from January 9, 1969, when it 
was released, to the present," he said. 

Presidents Johnson and Ford were also 
in~erested in probi~g the issue of UFOs, 
said Blann. He said he has personally 
discussed the issue with both men, as well 
as with United Nations officials. 

" If we (civilian UFO researchers) could 
have obtained a scientific study through 

U.N. or government- j 
sponsored civilian · 
study, we could have 
collected enough data 
to assure the 
American public 
something significant · 
about UFOs. In the 
process, the study 
would reveal the 
cover-up," he said. "If 
we could ever have ob-
ta in ed funding , it 
would have insured 
complete investigative 
capabilities. . 

"We have been hav­
ing to utilize various 
university equipment, 
and our own equip­
ment out of our own 
back pocket, trying to 
pool our resources ," 
he said. "It has been 
very critical. In a lot of 
cases we haven't had 
access to instruments 
or access to certain 
phenomenon." · 

Friday, Blann flies 
to Toronto where 
'ufologists' from all 
over the world are 
gathering for a UFO 
summit meeting. Ac-

cording to Blann, the 
objecr• of the· meeting 
is to hammer out a 
unified approach for 
coding UFO 
information. 

Independent groups 
like the Center for 
UFO Studies in 
Chicago, direeted by 
Dr. J.A. Hyneck, have 
been struggling to 
solve the mystery of 
!_he disc, he said. 

In the meantime, the 
government has been 
researching the sub­
ject at the taxpayers 
expense-while deny­
ing that such activities 
exist, said Blann. 

In 1980-81, for in­
stance, a group known 
as Citizens Against 
UFO Secrecy CCAUS) 
waged an intense bat­
tle in the Washington, 
D.C., District Court 
against the National 
Secur,i_ty Agency in an 
effort to obtain 131 
secret documents 
about UFOs. 

CAUS attorney 
Peter A. Gersten of 
New York told the 
court that if UFOs do 
not e·xist, then- the 
government had 
nothing to hide. If 

. UFO's do exist, the 
American public had 
the right to know about 
it, said ·Gersten. 

The - attorney for 
NSA argued that, no 
matte..r what the 
documents contained, 
they could not be 
released without ex­
posing and com­
p r om is in g the 
intelligence-gathering 
techniques of the 
agency. 

After reviewing ex­
cerpts from the ' 
documents, the. court 
ruled in favor of NSA, 
stating that national 
security would be 
threatened if the 
documents were 
released. The 
Supreme Court upheld 
the ruling. 

Blann contends that 
the secret documents 
are merely the " tip of 
the iceberg" of UFO 
information held by in­
telligence agencies. 




