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WI- WAUKESHA FkEE'MAN M~tl . .3>o \C\&'( 

waUkesha woman spot$ UFO 
By Dan Callahan 

"It was the most beautiful thing 
I've ever seen in my life. If I was 
going to die, this would have been 
the perfect time," Bernice Glor 
said. 

Glor, 72, saw an unidentified fiy­
ing object about ·5 a.m. today, 
hovering near her apartment at 
2406 Springdale Rd. . . 

She said she was bashful to tell 
anyone about · it, fearing "they'd 
think I.was off my rocker." But the 
light that twinkled and sudiienly 
w_ooshed away was so beautiful she 
had to call the Freeman to 'see it 
anyone else saw it. ( 

"I've never thought about UFOs 
before," she said. "But I dellDltely 
saw this." ~ 

She saw it when she got up at 
~bout 5 il.m. and looked out her 
apartment's windows. . .. 

"I saw this light," she said. "It 
was twinkling, and it was the most 
beautiful light I've ever seen. It was 
too big to be a· star. It was as big as 
a small living room, and it was 
about 30 feet off the ground and 
about tbree-qu&J"ters of a block 
away. 

"It fascinated me. If it had been 
on the ground J. would have walked 
to it. All of a sµ~ it sounded like 
a motor $tarted iuid tbese red ·and 
blue lights came on. It juat· IOl".t of 
glided west and then sort of 
north." 

Glor said she bad seen something 
like it.about two weeks ago. But this 
was the first time she saw it take 
off. 

The round object was silent until 
~ 

a motor gave off a kind of " shoosh " 
sht;, said. ," It was like someone tak­
ing a lid ofi something that was 
under pressure." ·- · -

She said it couldn't have been a 
plane or belicop~er. "It was all 
light," she said. 

She and her husband Edmund 
have lived ih the apartment for 
about a year. Nothing like this has 
evet happened to her. 

"It sure makes you feel tuDny to 
report · something like this " she 
said. "But I told my bu~band 
'Maybe heaven is sending some: 
thing down here to warn us."' 

WSlter Andrus, tbe international 
director of the Mutual UFO Net­
work in Austin, Texas, said the 
sighting was similar to many 
reports received by the network 
from all over the world. He doubted 
it was an aircraft because they 
don't have blue lights. ~ 
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·Weird Glenview 
sighting leads 
to 'UFO Code' 

By Alf Siewers 

This is a story about an unusual ·incident that 
happened to a retired Bell Laboratories engineer and 
his granddaughter in Glenview. . 

It's a story that raises questions about human percep­
tions and what aociety considers "normal." 

And it's a happening that led to the publication of a 
book and a letter to the White House. 

Its legacy can be aeen on the second floor ·of I.W. 
Whiteside's Glenview townhouse, where a video camera 
remains pointed d&y and night at a small wood-and­
gl888 bookcase. It was on that bookcase one night two 
years ago that--Whiteside and his granddaughter, who 
was spending the night, suddenly saw ~lored images 
pass over the glass in regular patterns for a prolonged 
period. 

By coincidence, J. Allen Hynek of the Center for UFO 
Studie! in Evanston stopped ·at Whiteside's hometlie 
next morning. Alth_ough Hynek first didn't pay much 
attention to descriptions of the event from Whiteside, 

' ' ""----
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l.W. Whiteside displays the video camera he keeps trained 
on the cabinet where he and his granddaughter saw a 
series of inexplicable, laserlike figures. The rendering at 
left represents a key part of "Sharon's UFO Code," the 

whose daughter and son-in-law are personal friends, he I 
later recorded the incident in a short piece · in the ! 

center's newsletter. 
That was after Whiteside's granddaughter discovered 

that one of the images of the "geometric code" they saw 
that night was duplicated in a book by an astronomer. 
The image was that seen by scientists after watching 
Jupiter for hours through a telescope. 

"I was an engineer, and I'm not easily hoodwinked," 
says Whiteside, who later wrote t.o tell Ronald Reagan 
of the event. The Glenview resident says the position of 
the bookcase precluded any projection from an outside 1 

source of laserlilre images. 
With the help of his 10-year-old granddaughter, he. 

says, he was able t.o draw some of the images that 
appeared moving in a diagonal direction across the 
bookcase. The result, recorded in "Sharon's UFO Cod.e," a book recently published at his own expense and 
named for his granddaughter, is illustrated in full-color 
diagrams. Whiteslde says they represent attempts t.o 
communicate the key t.o a g~metric code of_mathemat-

.. 
system of signals he developed from the patterns he saw 
in his Glenview townhouse. The code, named after his 
granddaughter, since has been published in book form. 
(Photo by Terry Vitacco) 

ical communication that would explain many UFO 
incidents of flashing lights. ' 

Interviews by Hynek and Whiteside's son-in-law 
confirmed Sbaro~s observations of the images. 
- "I 'think they- haw some sort of computer minds," 
Whiteside says. 'They don't realize that while we're 
able t.o build computers, we're not able t.o understand 
complicated codes immediately." 

The Colorado native points t.o coincidences that he 
says surrounded the observation, including the pres­
ence of himself, with a mathematical background, and 
hie granddaughter, whom he says has a "phot.ographic 
memory." " 

Since the incident happened, Whiteside says that his 
golfing partners have made him promise not t.o talk 
about UFOs. 

Hynek wrote.in his center newsletter that the inci­
dent was "strange" and did not fit int.o regular UFO 
sighting patterns. But because the observers were 
personally known t.o him and did not fit the label of 
"crackpots," he considers the incident worth pondering.%'. 

2. 
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It's a bird· it's.a ~~ ... ::. 
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it's liot a Langham but •• . .,. ·· ... . . , 
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By ROB LEIBOLD 
SfMWlllll 

What's bUmt orange, shaped llke a 
cigar or a saucer and is sometimes 
seen in the skies over the J,.a Vernia 
area? 

It's probably not a flying _ Long­
horn on its way to Austin traWng the 
school colors, but no one knows for 
sure. 

Several La V~mia residenf.S" ~t-
ted ~n·¥.'1°2 oN'd.Teb. 15, at sc -rooe ~ over 
the quiet town of about 1,000 people 
15 miles east of San Antonio. 

' Several residents gave different 
descriptions of the mysterious ob­
ject, but all were adamant that they 
observed something out of the ordi­
nary. 

John R. Cockrell said he was 
standing in the doorway of h1S home, 
a little 6efore 7:30 p.m. when he saw 
"this thing going over. I didn't hear 
any sound, so I knew it wasn't an air­
plane. It was three or four feet long, 
kind of pointed on both ends, but 

larger in the middle. The middle was · 
four or five inches in diameter." · 

Cockrell said he walked out into 
the yard to get a better look. "It was 
a real bright orange light with little 
dabs in the middle that .. were the 
same color but with a little more in· 
tensity. 

"It looked like the light made the 
shape. The ends weren't sharp, it ta­
pered out at the e~. It was a burnt 
orange color." 

Cockrell said the object was mov­
ing fairly slowly ~m the southeast 
to the southwest. 

He said it appeired to be going 
about as fast as a car traveling about 
20 mph on Highway 87, which is 
about 156-200 feet from his house. 

Cockrell said it took about »40 
seconds for the cigar-like object to 
leave his vision when it passed over 
the Koepp Chevrolet building. 

J alme Santos, 11, said he and hl:S 
parents saw an object when they 
. were pulling into the parking lot of 
their restaurant at about . 7:30 p.m. 

His descriptiqn differed somewhat 
from~1s. 

"We ..vere eomlnK back from vol­
leyball pracUce ~en I saw some­
thing move afound· in the sky," San· 
tossald. 

"It was a11 'diff.erent colors, and 
they changed canatantly. Red, or-
ange, yellow. : : · 

"It 10oked Uke an airPlane, ·but it 
. was roupd ae I knew It wasn't. It 

wasn't M8ldng ~aolae. 'It was 
about i.-. feet " He said it 
seemed . t'o be toward San 
Antonio. · 

santOi said he -watched the UFO 
for about two minutes before he lost 
slghl His J)lretlts,: Norma and Alfred 
didn't eee It.real well, his mother said 
IJecauae they tended to their business 
while he watched. ; 

i ' ·. 

"I never .even thought about it be· 
ing called a UFO ~r anything," Cock­
rell said "I ca~ · to the CIOllcluslon . .. .· . 

that it wasn't an airplane, but I didn't . 
know what it was." 

Several other residents said they 
had heard a peculiar noise, but did 
not 8ee anything out of the ordinary. 

One resident said the noise was 
like a giant weedeater. Another said 
it sounded tike a big whoosh. . 

The Mutual UFO Network 
(MUFON) in Seguin is investigating. 

Walter Andrus Jr., MUFON direc­
tor, said he has visited with several 
of the peOple who claimed to have 
seen the tito, but added that the in­
vestigation is still under way. 

"We're still collecting informa­
tion," ~ said. "Jaime (Santos) 
watched it longer than the rest of 
them, but I don't know if this was a 
diff~rent object. . .,. We've got to do 
some .more checking." 

Anc:ltus said the object, which was 

3 

. 
flying at an altitude of about tlii 
feet was not picked up on ra~,S~ 
the control tower at the San At·~'r.' 
International Airport. : ! ~ 

nie last. major sighting or uN<jj 
in the La Vernia area was Feb.~ 
1981 three years ago yestei 
when 30 residents claim$1 a u ,. . 
knocked out television signals, . 
rupted telephone lines and set otf~ 
false fire alarm at a supermarket.~!~ 

In that sighting the object ~ls 
said to be a triangular-shaped c~ 
with two white lights in the front ~ 
a red light in the back. . :·: ~ 

The explanation for that sight.hi 
was later described as a C-5 t~ 
port plane. Some, Andrus- includff; 
don't believe the C-5 was in the J.il( 
Vernia area when the UFO ~ 
sighted. ~: ~ . :.:.--: 

That stghting st.ill remains a mm 
tery. ,,/'/- . ·.-:-~ 



/381 ' ,. ht . 
OffiC0rs encounter .strange ~~ s 1n 
MN·O\b Mt~NEA~\..lS STA\\ TR\BUMC 

MAR. <\ \ 'i8'f 

By Jim Dawson 
Staff Writer 

Gary Myers said he has read a little 
science fiction In his day, but it 
didn't prepare htm tor hts night shift 
in the desolate hills of Benne.tt Coun· 
ty,S.D. 

When the Martin City poilce officer 
reported for duty Tuesday there was 
an assignment waiting for him and 
Bennett County sheriffs deputy Tom 
Jensen. Sheriff Ed Rolfe asked them 
to drive Into· the hills to check out 
several reports from ranchers of 
strange li@ts In U!.e south~ 
sky. 

There had been five reported sight· 
In~ In the past few weeks, Myers 
said Thursday, and the sheriff was 
curious. 

A short time later Myers was stand· 
Ing on a dark hill, clutching his shot­
gun, while Jensen talked nervously 
to headquarters on his radio. About 
150 yards away a _larg~ a!rf!Y_.!!!~d 
a~~ . -~~!!. 
ffie air, Myers said. 

The ' two officers were Involved In 
~M! .Y.~~!lrchers call a close 
encounter of the flrS'fklnd - meaif· 
ing they were within 200 yards of an 
unexplained "phenomenon." 

J . Allen Hynek, founder of the Cen· 
ter for UFO Studies at Northwestern 
University, said he already l\aS Inter­
viewed the officers and the ranchers 
and is impressed by their account. 

Hynek, who was an adviser to the 
U.S. Air Force during its two-decade 
"Operation Blue Book" Investigation 
of UFOs, which ended In 11169, said 
he doesn't believe the objects come 
from outer space. 

"I've often thOught In terms of a 
parallel reality," he said, "an Inter-
face with another universe." · 

Myers was thinking more in terms of 
~~i:i:et~in!ll.tar.Y. ~i.~i'.!f!t M sajg,. "~uj 

I don't know what It was." 

" If either one of us bad been out 
there alone," Myers said, "we 
wouldn't have told anybody about It 
because we'd get branded as crazy. 

"We didn't take thls seriously at all," 
he said as he and Jensen prepared to 
head Into the hills again . last nllht. 
this time armed with a tape record- , 
er, binoculars and a camera. "We 
thought It (the reported UFO) was a · 
hoax, a joke." 

Just after 1-0 p.m. TUesctay, at the 
, Ume ranchers said the UFO usually 

appears, "we got out on top of a bill," 
Myerssald. 

It was a clear, starry night, Myers . 
said, and as he and Jensen scanned 
the horizon for about 10 minutes 
they didn't see anything but stars 
and distant town lights. 

"We got back in the patrol car, drove 
about 2 or 3 miles down a dirt road 
and stopped on another hill," he 
said. 

"We looked back and there were two 
lights, a bright white one on the i:tght 
and a dimmer red one 9n the left, 
about 100 to 200 feet In the alr right 
over the positio~ we'd been par~ed 
in before," Myers said. 

"It was spooky. They started moving 
toward us at a slo~ rate of speed 
about 100 yards to the south of the 
road. After it go~ .baltway ~ us,.. Ile 
(Jensen) got on the radio and started 
describing lt to the 'Cllspatcher." 

When the lights were within a half· 
mile, he sald, "the bi& light shut off." 
Myers said be grabbed his shotgun 
and watched as the remaining Ught 
moved direcUy opposite his squad 
car, about 150 yards to the south. 

S.D. sky 
"It bad three or four white lights on 
its side, four red lights on the back 
and we coutd still see the lights on I 
the front," be said. At that point, he 
said, "it struck me that we weren't 
hearing any 90und. None at all." 

After hovering ~lenUy for about two 
minutes, he said, "it appeared to 
accelerate fairly rapidly to the 
southeast. When It did that we beard 
a low jet-engine type of sound for 
five or 10 seconds, then It cut off. It 
was very quiet." 

Myers said neither he nor Jensen 
could make out any structure or 
shape behind the lights during the 
10-minute "encounter." 

"We radioed to a state trooper and 
told hlm to go to Hwy. 18 (to the 
southeast) to try to see It, but he 
didn't see it," t,tyers said. 

The two officers drove quickly to 
Clayton Merchen's ranch, "and with· 

"' 
out even discussing the pattern or 
lights we'd~n. they described the 

1 same thing." The Merchens are one 
of the families that have reported 
seeing the lights several times ln the 
past few weeks. · 

I 

Another ranch owner, Jerry Grass, 
bas reported seeing similar lights 
and also finding three of bls cattle 
mutilated. Cattle mutilations have 
been associated with past UFO sight· 
ings In the s0utb and western United 
States, and the federal government 
funded a study . of the incidents ln 
1980. The study concluded that natu­
ral predators caused the mutilations. 

Myers :;aid be patched through a call 
to Ellsworth Air Force Base In Rapid 
Ctty and asked if the Air Force had 
any aircraft jn the area. 

Air controllers at the base said no 
aircraft were In the vicinity and did 
not recognize the light pattern de­
scribed by Myel"S as matching any of 
their planes. The controllers In· 
creased the range of their radar to 
scan the area of the sighting. Myers 
said, but reported no alrcran. 

Jensen was Jess Inclined to talk 
about the encounter, but he said he 
was beading back to the spot with 
Myers last night "because I want to 

. know what that was. It was spooky.'J/ _ 
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David and Angela Mason with a.rough d{awing of their UFO siQhtin~ · 

~AR.e 

Cwmbran couple tell of 

m y stery object in sl<y 

UFOs' over 
Gwent-but 
n·o: .. little· 
greeh .fnenl 

. The~ of~ . _..veryfllr. · 
haV• 8*nltt8d for the fl!:at. She complained thtit 
tline . that · UF.Oa:,· ...,,._~ .. While the MoD dl8mlsud 
flown ever Gwent-.: . ~ ··" ; . .. all 1l11htlnga •• "no 
: The ·~t·1•i!ir"' thrtat'', · they did not 
ptevfoualy . ref~·Nd"··:•tf . . ftlMM·any detlllll of thelf 
c.o m m:•: ... 1 :: _, .n" u:F (> · qwn-lftv .. deatlon•. 
'19~; :.~ ·'~ ·· The· Cw,nbran couple, 
Olalm-biif."• C~,-eou- · :"-pdnte.r David Muon, 32, 
pie; U-.t : tfley : ,,.-. a afld f!1* ·wife ~. · of 
mvat9rY·~ flP'I over . cu..tOn Walle. St Dlal9. 
• . moul'ltllln ~ thelJ . think the man from the 
fiOme; ;.· · · .>· ·· ·. ·· ·· · · lrilnht"ry · may have 

The MoO 'have et • llOmettlktg to hide. 
m~ ~ a nury1ber of '!They Mid whtit. :we 
r:e"rn ' r~feJr.!-"11 to uw w• not.a MlniJtry of 
.a.ohtlftb'!;ln GW9f1t. Aftd1n Defanca vehicle.''. uld"Mr 
~..,.-·ihaY-·1.veecir,t- - Malon. "But .I 8m aure 
ed . ~. own CQflclullon they know mCM'e about It 
!bat whatever w~ ...,. than ~· It might not be 

· •;•had no ·d •e·fenc• from outer apace, but 
lmpllCailona-." · · ther11 . w .. ·· definitely 

.. A· apokeaman . W• at aomethlng - It could htiv• 
pains to make It .. , they . been from another coun· 
are not saying they try, CM' a top secret new 

" b·e 11 e v ·e · Jn · .' 'c Io·• ·• · aircraft." 
.nco&1:nter•"~1tyle · 11tt1e · He said th• UFO, which 
green men, Juat theflome . they 1potted tiovering and 
~ "~ .. not bti· than flying along a moun· 
explaltied.· taln vt.lble from their back 
"Thefe le no evidence · dc>Or 18 months ago, waa 

that an allen apacecraft larller than a "ou1e. dlac· 
M; visited CM' landed. on •h•ped with a huge Aght 

. thll .... '. he 'Aid.. . on It. . . 
H•. Nici .. long .. of· ' Thay HW It for 15 

flclalS were htippy there mlnutaa hov•rlng 1 OOft 
wu no~ to~ coun· •b~v• ·tree1 on the 

. try'• defence. the M.oD mountain. w.. not -lnterMted In 1n.·, Detal!S of other reported 
vutlgatlng llghllnge My· elgtitlng1 have 81ao been 

' fyrther. . : relHHd lnC:ludlng light• 
- Mra 'Jen(ly ' "8nclle9, 1n..- . 8tld "1pacecraft" over 

VMtlgdon -clrector of:the Abergavenny, Pontypool, 
Brltl1h UFO '.ReHarch · P0ntnewydd, 1,;wmt1ran 
A11ocla.t.loi-.; . 1ilya . th·e . and Caerleon In recant 
move don' riot -.ke .,.at· years. 

I* UFOwatc:hers -hewbeMtotd.-•sl80t'fofDlll,.. ........ ~·t _. 
flying objects .,. now to be ma pabflc. But =Ill le INlllC7 Li.. . , .. ~ 
12.fShould we prepare ourMlvM tor some . ~ · ,....,.. 

~lnlatry of Defence Mnouriced today that a strange 11ght .... over Runcom ~ 
later found to have been emitted from a circular object seen to land In • fteld.. EV'­

. witnesses report that H disgorged up to a dozen thl'M-legged cruturea with eyee 
on the end of atalka, last seen heading towards Widnes." 

H It ever happened, that's one report that won't be made public! _,.... 
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UFO SIGHTING· 

By Our StaJf COl'ft!$pondent 
!. r i.. .R . Ip Pelµnt , . · 
People living in Chfna's ·snen· 

zhen economic .' z.one. · . . haye 
reported seeing an un·ldentified 
flying 'Object circling the .' area 
o~ Mareh 3. It was described 
as a tlazziing lig1ht "shining like 
gold " but emitting no sound. 

80'-.TCN t\JE~l 'tCr 
N~"'1$ 

r t:B \ b \Ci B<t 

11z,i UFO 
shock .. for ·1 

Stuart ···:·· 
STUART Settle'~ . ~iciq 
about UFO's has . rOcieted 
into oblivion followl111-a Cf~ · 
tivating half hour's ·viewllla 
one in the night sky. . · · · . 

"I used to thin~ it was ~U· a 
load of rubbish' but . nc1wt··· 
said Stuart, , age4 24.. 0o(. 
Ainsworth. A venue, lic!iv!'.~, · 1 

He told how his. eyes .~ 
fixed in the heavw froea * 
moment he- spOtted t~ : ~fl 
n~r Horwich Oollel'e ·M be 1 
was · walking home. ije . saw 
the triangular abapcd .·~ 
tilt, hover, and· chanac ~ 
tiQn as its five liahts rr.&l*t· 
continually. · · · :' 

Then· at home, he and his 
brother Andrew, aae<f. 21), 
watebed it. · , · · .. 

'· ···:• .. 
~t~:1 >· <~ 

AN unidentined i~i ,o.,. , 
, ject has been spo A Qf .a 
Rossendale m p Wl)p 
feared for his sal';l. tf ·lt'_lie 
gave his name. ·.. ' 

Bacup police received a 
call from the man who sp.ot· 

I ted ihe " Object" la the 
.night sky above Shar­
neyford village in. JJ4cup. 
He would not leave 1)1s , 
name. "because. eveeyboay · 
will think I'm mad." ' · .: ,r 

He described ttie UfQ: ia" 
a bright red cigar-lbaped 
object hovering ab<We the­
village . It then· s~llrted 
flashing and flew..,,:err . at 
speed. · v.- ,. ~ ; 

\\eRt<'H~MSaTf C 
<O~l.£TT€ HEtlTS 

M~R. Uc lC18'1 

VC\\KSMl\l~ c.vewiN6 
P~eSS V '° •l.\< 
FEg .2~ '~ 

( Poin;s from 
a r2~ · 

.~he . postbag 
MY ATTENTION 'ha• been 
drawn to Robert Beaumont'• 
feature on UF01 (Evening 
Pre11, FellruarY, 10). · . 

You lllustf'ated the · feature 
with a pbotograph taken in 
Se!>tember, 1971, which yqu 
alle1e s·hOws a "mystery objeJ:.t 
seen near York ... " · 
· In fact ~he photograph ~I· 
most certainly shows a cloud 
o~ ·chemtoals (In this oase llfl· 
rium and CCPIJ•r·oxlde) rel· 
eased from a ·research rocket 
at a height. Of ~bout 188~m 
over .the ffebr\(Hls. Tihus the 
cloud .1111as between 500 and 
800km f·ro.m Yor:-ki •. 

The release took place 1at 
2015GMT on September 7 
1971,. and, owing to clear skie~ 
and .the faot that ~hes cloud 
was refleotlng sunHght against 
a darkened sky, was seen ·all 
over Scotland and t·he North 
of England. I have records ·of 
such releases (used to study 
the upper atmosphere) from 
1969 to 1975. 

' I . suggest you remove the 
picture from your UFO file. 
Steuart Campbell, 
Scottis,h lnvest11at1ons 

Co-ordinator for the 
· British UFO Research 

Association," 
4 Dovecot Loan, 
Edinburgh. -

Strange-­
sighting 
flares 

DISAPPEARED 

I "Then it just seemed to 
disappea r. My brother said 
he had seen two or three of rum 0 u rs the objects ," explained 

3 1 -i "?:> I Brian . 
DRINKING pals laughed One theory behind Satur­
off Douglas Kosmalski "s re- 1 tl ay night\ sightings was 
port of a UFO sighting . that the UFOs were rem-

They decided Douglas nants from pancake races 
hatl a close affinity with the I falling back to earth follow­
Famous composers, Brahms ing the _previous Tuesday\ 
and Liszt. celebrations . 

But the 20-year-old regu- Landlor?, Mr. Peter 
lar at "The Plough'', Pollen I Draper . tl!tl no! see the 
End. became bitter over his mystery obiccts h1.mself, but 
mild reception and dragged he _ vouched for h1~ regulars 
the doubters outside to see 1 b..:ing sober. " It happened 
for themselves . too early in the evening,". 

Among them was Doug- he joked. 
las·s brother. Brian (21) But the mystery appears 
who said he saw a large to have been solved tlus 
round orange-coloured ob- wc~k . It is believed the 
ject soaring across the sky ~1-.0s were nares. although 
over the Great Gaddesden 1t is not known who set 
area. them off. 



NO~THE.~\.\ (t\-\O, bARL\"\~ \C>l'.I MAR \~ \"\ 84 

DQ~n-to-earth tricks that keep the Russians looking UIJ 

KGB takes to the 
flying saucers·! 

There, within a giant 
scientific complex that in· 
eludes 12 high-energy FOR several years now, 

whole areas of the 
Soviet Union have been 
in the grip of "flying 
saucer" hysteria 

A brilliant' 
crescent 

from what is happening in 
so-called "sensitive areas". 

particle generators, the 

The RD-107 booster 
rockets that launch and , according to 

American intelligence 
sources, it is all part 
of a plot to cover up 
military secrets. 
In .June. 1!180, for example, 
a great cresct'nt-shaped 
l:H) ~treakt'd over the 
skies of central Russia, 
glowing bright reel. It was 
seen lw hundreds of 
thousands of people, many 
of whom panicked in . the 

Russia 's military satellites 
consist of 20 rocket 

' engines strapped around a 
trntral 'body to provide the 
massive initial thrust and 
acreleration. Once this has 
been done, the boosters 
are jettisoned a.nd st~ge 

belie{ that Amen can 
nuclear rockets were 
desC'ending on them . 

Jn the following days, 
the mysterious "thing" 
re<:eiYed a lot of Press 
coYerage in the USSR. 
S0me c>f the more way-out 
pseudo-scientific JOUrn~ls 
- of whith there are quite 
a number in Russia -
eYE'n hinted that aliens had 
been seen in th<' streets . of 
Moscow and other Russian 
cities. 

B11t it wasn't just the 

two takes over. mcreasmg 
the acceleration to orbital 

1 velocity. . . 
When they are all fmng 

together, the clusters of 
r o ck et motors that 
surround t~e launch 
vehicle's first stage 

produce an odd effect. · In· 
strad of seeing the ribbon 
of fire that trails in the 
wake of America's space 
launchers, the observer on 
the ground sees a brilliant 
c r e·s cent-shaped flame 
pouring from the rocket 
exhausts as the launcher 
thunders ·.nto the sky. 

This is what the 

For example, anything 
unusual seen in the skies 
around Sverdlovsk - a I 
town barred to all foreign 
visitors because it is :m 
important centre of missile 
ptoduction - is invariably 
put down to UFO activity . 

Stories of 
strange lights 

In 1979, there were 
reports of intense Ur"O 
a c t i v i t y over the 
mountainol.IS areas of 
Kazakhstan, north of 
Tashkent. There is a lot of 
nomadic movement in the 
region. and despite 
attempts by the Russians 
to seal off their southern 
frontier, tribesmen move 
f r e e 1 y through the 
mountains that separate 
the Soviet Union's south­
ern republics from India 
and Pakistan. 

It was not long before 
stories of strange "lights 
in · the sky" had spread 

over a wide area and soon 
afterwards Sbviet news-

Russians are engaged in 
what the American Central 
Intelligence Agency has 
callee!. Project Tora - the 
race to produce lasrr beam 
weapons capable of 
knocking out enemy 
satellites or the warheads 
of incoming missiles. 

. Whenever experiments 
were carried out, a 
mysterious glow could be 

seen lighting up the sky 
for r:1iles aruunct. Because 
of the security blanket that 
surrounded Sarishagan, the 
Russians could afford to 
i g n o r e a n y local Russians who saw the 

i-trange objrct . . An hour 
later it was sighted .. by 
people in Chile. Argentin.a, 
Brazil and Uruguay - still 
c r rs cent-shaped, but 
apparently much smaller 
now and · not glowing so 

Russians saw on that night 
in June, 1980, following 
the launch of a Cosmos 
satellite from Kapustin , 
Yar, north of the Caspian 
Sea. The. booster rocket's 
north-east trajectory, in­
dined at 71 degrees to the 
Equator, took it over 
Sverdlovsk and across the 
vast wastes of Siberia. 
\\That the peoples of South 
America saw, an hour 
later. was probably the 
second stage of the launch 
vehicle re-entering the 
atmosphere and burning 
up. 

papers began to carry 
cautious tales of UFO 
sightings over l;<azakhs~an 
and its neighbouring 

speculation about what 
caused the glow - but 
when stories of what was 
goipg on at the complex 
began to spread farther 
afield, they invented a 
deliberate cover involving 

brightly. . . 
More important still, .1t 

was trat:ked by the big 
radars of the United States 
Air Defence Command 

and they showed it up for 
what it really was. 

Tlw thing that had 
terrified half the popula­
tion of the central Soviet 
Cnion was nothing more 
than a Cosmos military 
n ·connaissancc satellite -
or rather, the rocket that 
J~.u nched it. 

As a matter of routine, 
flying saucer scares are 
carefully fostered by the 
KGB to divert attention 

republics. What was 
actually happening, how· 
ever, was much more 
down-to-earth. 

The mountains of south· 
ern Kazakhl!tan conceal 
one of the most top-secret 
military installations in 
the USSR. It is sited at 
Sarishagan and is cut off 
completely from the out­
side world. 

, 

UFOs. 
So flying saucers became 

part of the KGB's arsenal 
of deception; and the 
Russian security service 
received · unexpected help 
from the Russian people 
themselves. The Russians 
love science; millions of 
them are science fiction 
addicts, and sieze eagerly 
on anything that seems a 
little out of the ordinary. 

So, even if the KGB· 
sponsored UFO reports 
don't fool all the people 
for even a fraction of the 
time, at least they help to 
brighten up some of the 
world's dullPst newspapers. 



~()~SC.AMSE 

~A~'. .~~ 
GUAt\0\AN 

l "8'-f ~G",.N J 

Maureen baffled 
31l'i ' 

fuLtM~s Wt:eKL" Meo~ 
'/eOYU .. 

by bright lights 
MAR 'l..t? \Q!N 

THE bright light.a held no attraetkm for UFO sceptic Mrs Maureen 
Kilgallon until ahe toot a late niirht drive on Sunday. 

A tota.l of 390 unidentified \ 
fly ing objects were reported to 
the defence ministry last year. I 
compared with 25-0 the year 
before. .,,,,g 

For it wu whlle drtvintr 
home from a viait to tricmda 
in Gtnleewick on Sundf.y 
that M&ureen and her IOD 
Mark, laW IOmethtns they 
~g~t iml>Otlltb~e , , • a 

f '' ANN MUNDY I 
"It was around 10 pm and 

& v~ clear night", aa4d 
Maureen of Windermere 
~ Carnfoi:th, 

ahe ranr the Police when 
she reached home and they 
augpeted a nearby IChool 
m'8bt have been oa.rrying 
out an upertment. 

"I didn't lee It re&t, 
though my fa.mily thought 
I was barmy," said Maur­
een who rang the school 
nexit day a.nd was told they 
knew of no experiments. 

8 ~~&: MAM WOO 0 t- E.l STREr: ~o& r 
N\A \~ ~~ \ q 8 c.t \.... o N 1)() tv 

\UFO mystery 
DID Borehamwoo~ have a visitor from aQother world 
last week? )!'}.. .. «;( 

Mr Arthur Clowes. 67, or Atex11ndr11 Jlc111d, Well End, 
spotted what he t~ouaht w11~ an unusually hrlah.t sh1r from 
his llvlna room window at 9.16 pm~ Marcil 12. 

"I thouaht it was a star, but II suddenly aot ltlQer and 
then shot over my house at., l111:re<!IJ>_lf s~." he iald. , • 

"It made 11 sort of whoe11hlna sound you courd hirdly hear,; . 
so I don't think it Wiili an ajrcr11ft. ~l 

EVE-W'•NG- ~O~T l.E£0~ 
MAR ).. \ \(\8<4 (.&-G\\I) 

NOW AMERIC~NS 
. BACK BOLTO~ 

ABBEY 'UFO' . . 

A photograph taken nur Bolton. Abb8y 
Bhowtng · • etatlonary object In the air ha 
;been officially classified by. Am:erican UFO 
experts as an "unldemifi•bl• Image ... 

The news .has ' • 
delighted Yorkshire I •• For the lUrdsalls o~ the 
brothers, Graham and TOrkshl.r~ UFO Society, 
Mark · Birdsall who sub· :the offlc1al acknowledg'· 
triitted two sets of photos \ment by the Ground Sau· 
ror.scrutiny. l!er Watch centre .ts the 
,. Both " sets have been Jmost con~lus!ve evidence 
given the classification of UFO sightings 
~unidentifiable image" · 
11y American UFO photo-
iraph analysts. 

. 

. "I . waa drivinJ home 
when I notl.ced a very 
brilht lirh t hovering in 
the aty, then tt auddenly 
ahot off aorou the lky and 
dle&ppeared. My IOn l&W it 
too." 

Maureen w:ho aaya she 
wa. a 1eeptic when U came 
to untdentl.1'1ed fiying 
object.a, wanted to dnd out 
more. 

''The lirht, was very 
briJht, .like Dl&i'Jlesium. I 
know it wasn't a plane be­

. cauee the object wu very 
.Ull for Quiite' a while be­
~ore lboottns ACl'Oll the 

' lky 9nd nm.itnc." 
Maureen WU 10 &Ultur1*i 

'MYSTERIOUS' 

"I didn't believe 1n U1'0s 
a.t all before t.bSt, now I 
nnt to dnd out more " she 
added, • 

"Since thla hu happened 
ita aurpriaing how many 
other frtenda and acquain­
tances have 1&id they have 
seen 1lmtlar thinp. I think 
moet people keep quiet be­
cause they feel embarrassed 
to admit it. 

Maureen wants to heu 
from any readers who know 
of a rroup or body who col­
lect infonn&Uon about att­
ings. "It wu an odd ex1Jer-
1enoe and li mu.tt bt or uae 
to IODleoDe," Maureen se.ld. 

COP SHOTS 
· Said Mark: "They say 
the imnge should not be 
confused with any k'nown 
aircraft or rocket launch 
and that's delighted· us. 
· "Of about l,~00 P.hoto­

.grapl}s of purported 
UFOs,. onlr 42 have been 
c I a s s i f 1 e H as 

The s~ond . set of 
photos to be submitted 
for computer analysis ! 
were taken last Ndvem., 

. ber around 7.50 p.m. by ·1 

.. ~n off-duty policeman. 
.. It was described to the 
·t:>rothers , as a " round 
structured object emit· 
!ing a vapour" . 

unidentifiable images 
,JJnd that includes the two 
twe sent." . 
.. J Graham said having 
-s'\Jch · positive results 
from America "adds fur­

:ther to our convictions 
.:\hat there Is · something 
mysteriot1s happening up· 

,J,here." , · . 

, The brothers have 
.recently sent a third set 
.of photos to the Ground \ 
S au c e r Watch for 

·~n11lvsis . . 
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\~ ' 100 People Terrified as Huge~ .. ,,,. 
UFO Turns Night Into Day~-"· · 

More than .too people attending a dance 
and barbttue were hurled into a panic 
when a gi~t.UFO turned night into day -
lighting up the night sky with a blinding ; 
yellow blast of light. Carlos da Silva Melo, a 

The terrifying incident bank guard, was there with 
took place last June 12 de Souza. He told The EN­
outside a restaurant in QUIRER: 
the small Brazilian town " It was as if we were all 
of Cupira eyewitnesses part of a horror m~vie. 

. .' , When the dark of rught 
- mcludmg the town s turned into a brightness 
mayor - told The EN- lighter than day, I knelt by a 
QUIRER. _car and reached for my re-

"The impossible took volver - for all I knew we 
place!" declared local bank were being invaded. 
president Wilson Andrade "When the whole thing 
de Souza, who was there. was over, I bad to help sev-

"I was outside when this eral women who had fainted, 
large disk-shaped object ap- and even took one to a doc-
proacbed out of the sky, al- tor." A BLINDING YELLOW LIGHT BLITZED THE SKY: Artist's illustration of the 
temat_el_:y __ flashing beams of Said Police Chief Jose giant UFO that terrifiec! local citizens in a small Brazilian town. 
red, yellow, green, blue and Gomes de Oliviera: "It was a businessman Eduardo Do- za said that months later, ,our town. I know it's hard to 
orange light UFO. mingues, added: "Most of us "everybody's nerves are still believe - but it's true!" 

"It was wobbling. "One of my officers was on thought it was the end of the recovering.· A UFO ·visited - G.U y llCH. __ 
"There were looks of as- duty near the restaurant and world. It was a true living r---------------------"""""~ 

tonishment on everyone's saw the w~ole thing. When I nightmare. . · - . · . , 
face - there was no doubt in spoke ~o him ho1:1rs later he "My wife and I took cover 
my mind we were gazing at a was still t~mblin~. People under a parked car and 
flying saucer. had to receive ~edical assist- started praying out loud 

"And the astonishment ance for s~ock. with some other people. I 
turned to fear and panic as The Chief added ~hat over still shudder when I thi~ 
the entire night sky sud- a . three-hour penod. that about it." 
denly was lit up by a blind- rught the UFO was sighted Mayor Joao Jose de Sou-
ing yellow light. The light all over. town and as far away - ~ 
was brighter than the sun at as 25 mtles. . 
high noon in summer. _ Another witness, loc,!l~ 

"People screamed. About 
45 seconds later the sky be­
came dark again as the 
flying saucer vanished." ! 

IT WAS A FLYING 
SAUCER, revealed bank 
president Wilson And­
rode de Souza. ,__ 
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In"a Commentary article last Mon­
datJ: ~nglneer Eugene Mallove re­
vtiillle4 some popular methOds that 
h~n suggf)fted to search for 
e~estrlal Intelligence {SETI). 
v!lll'IW all of Mallove's article was 
b~~ a number of highly ques­
tJMi'i'i:ond probably misleading as­
sutrr'PlJi>jis about the characteristics 
am-Mhavlor of advanced alien In· 
teffJil"Q~e. 

First, astronomers C&rl Sapn, F1'llJ1k 
I Drake and other SETI advocates as­

sume that the entitles they are look· 
Ing for aren't already here. Thia as-

1 sum.e~n may at first appear per­
/ tectt,-Peuonable. Unfortunately, the 

I detecUQn or advanced Intelligence Is 
a faY"Jtl~ subtle and complex prob-,. 
lem t&iin It mlpt at first 11em. 

·~u GA GI 

J\ I 0 d s you were an ant ne ay 
y Ji giant shape loom up on the 
horl%011,-"ZOOm past with a tremen­
dous noise, and vanlsb into the dls­
ta9,;1. fhat would y~u conclude? 
Moi!if llkely you would think It was 
Just some odd natural phenomenQn. 
You would have uttle reason to 
suppose you bad Just witnessed the 
passage of a motorcycle controlled 
by a being with mental capabllltles 
quite beyond your comprehension. 

Deputy Sheriff Val Johnaon at the apot where, he aald, hla car w~ •truck l)y a~ object_: 

l O Q ~ N 'T N.EXT PAG-E, 
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Sane, well-educated people whose 
judgment and honesty would go un­
questioned in more normal· circum­
stances often report transient and 
puzzling experiences. We lump ihem 
together under the term "UFO re-
ports." -

The vast majority of such reports 
can be explained as resulting from 

man-made and natural pf\enomena, 
but many thousands cannot be siml· 
larly explained. How. can we find 
the truth about sueh blZarre and un· 
predictable phenomena, especially 
when some influential scientists, and 
a very innuentlal federal govern· 
ment, refuse to address the issue? · 

A few popular scientists, including 
Carl Sagan, openly scoff at the sus­
gestion that such reports may have 
scientific value. They bave managed 
to give the impression that scientists 
aren't interested in UFO reports. 
Opinion surveys of scientists Indicate 
precisely the opposite. 

But those scientists who are interest· 
ed can do little without tunding. Such 
support traditionally comes mainly 
from . the federal government. but 
the U.S. intelllgence community and 
branches of the milltary refuse to 
acknowledge any physical baSls for 
the UFO phenomenon. 

Why they do thls remains a mystery. 
Government documents obtained via 
the Freedom of Information Act in· 
dicate that various branches of the 
mllltary and intelligence community 
still collect UFO reports and clrcu· 
late them within classified channels .. 

II 

C.ON'T 

feQ.Se and the top U.S. intelligence 
agencies. 

On June 5, 1968, a Buenos Aires 
couple reported that they were out 
driving wlren they were surrounded 
by a tlJick cloud of mlst. When they 
woke up, two days had passed and 
their cat; which was mlsslnlC all Its 
paint, was on a dirt road In Mexico. 
The woman was later hospitalized in 
an . Argentina clinic for severe ner­
vous depression, according to press 
reports. 

·Closer to home; Marshall County 
Deputy Sheriff Val Johnson reported 
in 1979 that hls patrol car was struck 
by an unknown, glowing object. · 
Johnson said he was unconscious for 
39 minutes following the collision. 
Re reported his wristwatch and 
clock ha~ stopped for 14 minutes. 

Damage to hls car included a frac-

1 
tured wlndslJleld and headlight, bent 
antennas and a pecullar, round dent 
in the hood. Sublequent inveitlgatlon 
of this physical evidence ·ytelded no 
usetul clues as to what had occurred. 

" 

An antenna on John1on'1 car. 

l \ 

As science fiction writer Arthur C. 
Clarke once remarked, any sutfl· 
clentty advanced technology would 
be lndlstlngulshable from mapc. It Is 
a serious error to assume that the 
activities of advanced intelllgence 
would be sufficiently like our own to 
allow us to recognize them lmmedl· 
ately. ·u Is also unwarrimted to as­
su'1e, as SETI proponents do, that 
alien intelligence would have the de­
sire or the ability ·to communicate 
with us in the way we communicate 
with each other. Who among us tries 
to talk with ants? 

The discovery of advanced, nonhu· 
man intelligence by the civilian sci· 
entifi~ community may depend less 
on new technological creations, as 
Mallove suggests, than on a more 
creative and .open-minded assess­
ment of the evidence we already 
have. 

Teny Haosen Is managing editor of 
Computer User and a graduate stu· 
dent in the University of Minnesota's 
School of JoumallsliJ and Mll!IB Com· 
munl~tion. · 
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one tlme as intense as lightning 
and then it changed to orange. 

"It seemed to be very close and 
once stopped as if to inspect the TV 
mast at Unstone," he said. "I 
couldn't make out any shape, but it 
looked as if it was showing off." 

• The attention of Alan Peters 
was drawn to an unusual light over 
the carbonization plant at 
Bolsover. 

'You know. 
something's 

there ... ' 

It was bright and steady and 
eerie. He called his wife and, 
together, they watched it for 
several minutes before it moved 
off at very high speed. 

"We just stood there mesmeris­
ed, " said Mr. Peters. "We'd never 
seen anything like lt before. We 
had no idea what lt was." 
"Elizabeth Hicken, of Stanton-in­
the-Peak, told of a torpedo-shaped 

object hovering in the sky. ·' 
"It waa completely lit up.-It was 

a marvellous slght. . . , 
"I'd never belleved othet' people 

when they talked about such 
things, but when you tee' it with 
your own eyes, you : 1cnow 
something's there," she aaid. 

Neither Mrs. Hicken .nOr the 
many others who reported·bappen­
ings would have paid muck a~n­
tion to any statistics thruiit upon 
them as they stood rooted . to the 
spot. 

Statisticians say that lf ~re are 
a mWlon other clvlllzatio1111 in the 
galaxy, and if all stars in the 
galaxy are worth looking at, then, 
should each civilization launch a 
starship annually, we on earth 
could expect a visit everx 10,000 
years. · 

The other blt of uselesa ·informa­
tion ls that lt would take Pie in­
habitants of .our neare1t star 
system - Alpha Centauri - nearly , 
100 years to make the rounci'trlp to · 
earth, always supposing that their 
craft could travel at 70 ·m1111on 
mUes an hour! 

But, of course, statistical lm­
probablllty is the malnataf ~ the 
arguments of the non-believers'. 
Yet, as ufologists of choice or 
chance know, there are 114'1; more / 
lies and statistics. 

People certainly do see ~ .unex­
plainable . Whether lt ls because of 
physkal reallty or because of 
psychic or metaphysical effect, 
they wlll continue to see. things. 
Not that there's anything new in it. 
Records go back to 1808. 

A blg question mark stW hangs 
in the 11ky, but now that the 
Ministry of Defence has admitted 
that it does keep records and that lt 
does not dismiss all reports as 
nonsense, there's nothing to worry 
about. 

Or ls there? 

YoR\<Sl-4\RE ~o~T Lt;eos 

~A" 36 \C\S4 

UFO sightings 
overcoast · 

A number of people 
along the North Humber­
s i d e coast yesterday 
reported seeing a UFO 
over the sea between 
Bridlington and Hornsea. 

Police, coastguards and 
the RAF at Leconfield say 
their was no ai; activity at 
the time. ~ ' 1...~ • 
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A moving object photographed near Bolton . \ hh(·\' !q~ five~ 
ofticially classified by American U • .F.O. cxpcrb a·s au "1t 11-
identifiable image." 

It was pictured bv the North 
Yorkshire investigator for the 
Leeds-based Yorksh ire U.F.O. 
Society, who lives in Grassingron, 
and has seen over 60 similar 
objects in the Craven area durini: 
r he past ti vc years. ~ 

He spotted the object as he was 
tra,·ellini:; along the Bolton Abbey 
ro Addini;ham road one dark 
evening last Novei:nbcr. 

It w~s in flip;ht just beyond a 
distanr hil l, and he quickly made 
use of his camera which he alwa's 
keep,; on the back scat of his car. 

Two sets of his photographs 
were ~cnt to the Ground Saucer 
Watch centre in the U.S.A. by 
Graham and !\lark Birdsall, who 
head the Yorkshire U.F.O. Society. 
And scientists at the centre have 
given the prints the "unidentifiable 
image.. classification following 
analysis. · 

Naturally, the Birdsall brorhers 
are delighted, for our of l ,400 
phorographs of purported U.F.O.'s 
only 42, including the two of the 
Bolton Abbey sighting, have been 
listed in this category. 

I 
And it all helps to confirm their 

~lief tlia.t "som<:!hing mysteri0u<"' 
IS occurring in l r~vcn . 

! The ir local in\C::o-ti!!illlH ';n\ 
' his Jir>t \1bicc1 at Cnnnnlcv La ne 

End 111 1 97~. It i> unl1k-eh he 
was mi,1a~en ab11u1 that hcforc 
his e~.-<. :1s he "a' nnl~ JOO ft. 

O\ ·rn liO. 
"The nne~ I ho w ,,·en cl" d i 1'~r 

but the same ,Ji;q•« 1• .. 11,·1;, -, ~ 
there. J ha\'t! ~~.'l'n 1' "1 • i" 1 111 ! h.~ 
Craven area , a"d :tl11:1" "=l h 
witne~ '\C :\, " he ~a \" · · 

Ac.:01,ling to · i11rn there arc 
several different ' 'JV' 0f n :. ft, 
hut th~ dr~win., th,. I il- •;ild ' .. •• 
publiohcJ is Of the lypc CCll1111111J t to 
Craven. 

In fo~t. !he ~nc i 1 ' !\ 1ccci,rd 1.11) 

reports 0 ! ~i;.!i iltn~ ... 1hr n11:.'.1 1111t 
Yorhhirc la>t ~«tr. the 111~ 1111.i v 
of which were in Cra,cn . · · 

"I thin ~ these objects stav ''u t 
in this SM! of area as it i, 1c;r.,11c 
and they arc le;, likc'1 !" I,~ 
detected," the im·e~t i µatn1 ,;,id. 
"They arc · mostly seen at 111d11. 
They have been si)!hted du; 111 ;.: 

the . day._ l' ut l think it i~. pure 
acc1Jcnt 1f thcv arc ... 

The interest in U.l'.o. ·, " 
world-wide. with !he '•l<'.lrtv·~ 
ma~;11. ine !icing "'~ c,I t«ir ft nn1 
abroad. And the H1rds:ill brother;.' 
wish is that people at h(•lllo 
would take the subjcc't scri1>usly, 
and not dismiss an~thing 1h:.r 
they might have seen. 

.. People arc rel uctant to co11 1e 
forward , and the '"l''"t' "" ,,,. , 
pr 1, h.d1 I ~, nn l~ n1 ; ~~1 · !!I' ": ! ~ 
( l'l'\ I J .dJ I! •'- :-; ~'.::• · ~: '.' 
' ·' ''· .. \ \ ~ " <' l! ld · .; · ·· 1n · 1. :1 
1h~·~ did t,."(\111 :1 .... ·1 l !' :.! td 11 ,, 

C:\ f! I C,i. -. ( ( II;:, , . 

Of \\ h:t! I:\ 1..!11 111 1.: fl' ., " 

#r 11 . "' \\ . 1~111111k: · 4' 

\,: ith thl' '()( Jl' { \ \ ,,: I\. ~ l 

I. 

: .. 

at h7. Le" ,·II l'" rl. ·1 ".·" ; . I" 
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UFOs: Is 
-, ~ 

niYstery 
force at 
work? 

! UFO )rnft' s are pr·ob­
, in g a series of 

close l ~ JH:uuntt!rs in 
lit..: \Vingerworth 
an· a . 

l\l crnl1v1·: .. u f lh<: l; hcslel' ­
[11 ·ld :1 r :.llh ' il of the 
ll ri ll sl IJ l' O 8udcly 
Ila\'" n ' ce ntly re ceived 
n :p<>r ·t:; of slghtl11gs In 
tlH• ;!)' 1 ;.1 . 

Nuw t11,·y u re p lanning a 
'skyw :tld1' al Winger· 
wul'll • to Sl't:! what it is 
th :1l :dlracls so many 
U l· 'U ~ to the u r·ea . 

Tlw t: lwst... rfidcl bnmd: 
kt ~ l l'('Clltly hl!lcl t\'°U 
"''· cling~ al th e 
l; tJ l cl WI: l} ({ 011 I ll S, 

,\ .-. lq; all' l~oad l<> ex ­
f'l.d1. its wor !. . .i1d pro · 
rtlllll' : t ~t1 1. 1·. gruu µ in 

tlil- \llWI\ . 

Sightings 
"•lll:l Lil.: I il'»l rnc d111g 

J:: l 1.1\'1· r i.l 11tl111lh ago 
.1l t 'l1d Jt.' 1' .°"i J1lp ha:, 111 

, ,.,., ,,.,_, .! and th.: g-roup 
I .; l' I a II II I II g a 

.< i"." w:1t1 ·l1' in \\'1ltshin~ 
Ill l i l t' :;!lllllllCl' . 

l.'l l<: Sll'r·f1cld U I•'O i;1 . 
vl' s lq.;ator Ill·nc Perry 
- ll'l 1u hclpt:!d form the 
gn.uµ - said : " Ul<~Os 

w'el't: just heunmy to mt:! 
u11lil I haJ lwo close 
l1IH.:ounters :'' 

I ll'r 11 1url' re eent sighting 
was 11car !lull! Hill , 
Winr,crworlh , when 
Mrs. f'l'rry said she 
s:1w :u1 up~it.lc down ice 
l:l l'all\ CU/ll:-:;hap1.:d Ob · 
i••<:t flylng just above 
llic lclt:graph µules . 

! .atcr M 1·s. Pl!rTy found 
tJ l ll UFOs Wt:l'c sµultt:t' 
by a bus luad uC peoplt: 
in Wingerworth at tht: 
:w.me lime , and by a 
1nan driving on the MI 
ant.! two boys i..n Mustin 
Moor earlier In the 
.:vcnlng . 

The Urltlsh l!F'O Society 
is also Investigating a 
similar sigh ling over 50 
miles away in Selby 
earlier ln the same 
l!Vl1 1lillg . 

Mrs . Perry added : 
" There 's an awful lot 
guing on ln Winger­
worth . There are more 
p«ople seeing things 
there than anywhere 
else ." 

Mrs . Perry believes there 
is some kind of torre 
drnwlng UJ;'Os to a 1: .. ne 
between Wi.ngerworth 
Church In Longectge 
Lane and Hole Hill. 

• Close encounters of th.: 
Derbyshire kind 
award-winning ft:!aturn 
writer Tony Cragg , 
takes his own dlsllnc ­
live look at the UFO 
ph1:nomenon. Page six . - ---

NOW THE 
60JJFOs 
MAM CAN· 
TELL ALL 

VILLAGE bobbf ~ 
To111 Dodd broke an elall&­
year 1llence :restenlA7 te 
reveal be bu - ft1'1M 
saucers on a stacseri .. II 
occuiODL ' ' 

The tt-:rear-old copper 
hid keot quiet became hie 
reared his superiors would 
frown on his amulnl UFO­
spottw activities. 

But he blew his secret 
after a series of photos 
tall.en on an area dubbed 
the North Yorkshire 
Tri~le, have been' recoc· 
nbecl by experts ·at the 
World's toD UFO InStitute. 

•• 
! ... - • • .. 
Drop in­
It's UFO 

time 
312s 
A major conference 
on UFOs Is being 
staged In Leeds on 
Saturday. 
It Is being hailed by 
the organisers, the 
Yorkshire UFO 
Society, as the biggest 
of Its kind ever In the 
North of England. 
The conference, at 
Ce.~tenary House, 
North Street, Leeds, 'Is 
the second to be heJd 
by the society. 
Last year around 100 
Investigators of 
mysterious objects In 
the sky from the 
·North attended, and 
this time tlie figure ls 
expected to be well 
above that. 
Chairman Mr. Graham 
Birdsall said: "It will 
give people food for 
thought. Everyone Is 
welcome, Including 
non-believers." 
Doors open at 1 p.m. 
and organisers advise 
folk to arrive early. 
On the agenda are · 
case histories • 
slldeshows, guest 
speakers, plus new 
photographic evidence 
and an open forum. 

WATF"O~t) 
De~E~VE 

MAR. 30 lq84-

Sightings 
of sky s-,r; .. 
flurries 
SOME years ago , you were 
good enough to publish a 
letter from me in which I . 
asked for reports by lqcal 
residents · about interesting 
things seen in · the sky over 
and around Watford , an<l we 
received some very useful 
accounts as a result . 

In recent weeks there hav.: 
been flurries of si milar 
sightings , sometimes in­
volving very large "dirigible­
shaped" cra'ft , from various 
parts of Britain , i'ncluding 
Hertfordshire. 

Once again I should be 
most grateful for your 
assistance in seeing that local 
reports reach us. 

The results will be pub­
lished in due course in our 
journal, . which is inter­
national and with readers in 
some 30 to 40 countries, but 
eye.-witnesses who desire 
anonymity may rest assured 
that, as always, their wishes 
will be respected. - Gordon 
Creighton, Wtor, Flying 
Saucer Revle.w , FSR 
PubllcattOns Ltd ., West 
Mallln&t'Maldstone. 

SU~OAV PEOPLE LO~\)ON 
· Sclentlsfa at t.be Clvlllan 
Aerial Phenomena 
Reaearch Operation In 
Arlsona have carefullJ 
1cannecl three of Mr, 
Dodd'• pbotGL 

Dellghtecl 
ADii tbeJ DOW · U1 the 

pletures llbow one of oalJ 
u pnullle 11chtlap oUt ot 
thou1ancl1 t~eJ baY• 
ezemlwA., 

.:;. !Cte .=:::= 
are delbaltelf Dot a bou. 

ToD)', vl~pollcemaa 
at 'l'bre.blle near Sldp-
ton, North y said: "fDl 
dellrhted. I knew theJ' 
were true bid It's ,..eat Ml 
be told so by ~ world'• 
top IDvestlraton." 

A\>R. 8 \ctS4 

He 1pottecl his UFO-­
while out drtvlnl with b1s 
wife last November. I ~ 
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Tig~i-s' Evans.Claims He Once Saw 
By Vern Plagenhoef · 

LAKELAND, Fla. - Darrell Evans, baseball play­
er, never has met Richard Dreyfuss, actor, but they 
share a common bond. 

Dreyfuss starred in the movie "Close Encounters of 
the Third Kind" as an inquisitive human being who . 
wound up participating in a space exchange program 
with extra-terrestrial types. · 

There is an eerie nature to that which Evans exper­
ienced in a vicarious sense on a mid-July evening in 

· 1982 when Evans and his wife, LaDonna, claim to 
have seen a UFO -
rn crafi was triangle-shaped with a wing span Ev­

ans estimates at 30 feet. There were banks of red, 
green and white lights. Evans claims the craft dipped 
its wings as if to say "Hello," and sped off after ap­
proximately 30 seconds at "about a million miles per 
hour." 

Bear in mind that Evans' father assembles instru­
ment panels for the space shuttle at Jet Propulsions 
Laboratories in Pasadena, Cslif., and that his initials 
are carved into pieces of space fiotsam heading for-.. 
who knows, a close enounter of a fourth kind. 

Darrell Evan• 

Ron 
·sender 

Weekender ' 

Some of the folks out in Bennett County, ·about a Piedmont-area man who -fre· 
it has been reported, are getting a ~ttle quently saw strange lights at night 
testy at all the attention they've t>een above the Interstate 90 corridor. 
getting. It .seems they don't appreciate Staff Writer Dick Wlllis didn't spot 
the fun being poked at them just any jJ.E.Qs in Bennett County Thursday 
because they ' ve been see Ing night. But catch this ear.lier first-person 
mysterious lights in the night ·sky. account: "From personal experience, I 

But they have no cause to be embar· can vouch for the fact there's 
rassed or defensive about '.Nhat they've something mysterious prowling the 
seen. Unidentified' flying objects have heavens - call them flying saucers if 
been spotted - and written about - for you wish. For half an lfour last night, 
decades in western South Dakota. this writer observed a light which 

And hundreds of people, even Journal dlsplayed various colors of the rainbow, 
reporters , have endured raised darted -.,bout in non-sensical patterns, 
eyebrows when they admitted seeing moved through a relatively large arc in 
something that doesn 't seem to belong the sky and then rapidly faded out of 
there . sight." 

A thick file In the Journal library is Editor Jim Kuehn was a Journal 
even labeled "flying saucers." It .con- reporter (who obviously needed a good 
tains dozens of yellowing newspaper edi~r. heh, heh) when he penned that 
clippings dating back to 1952 about peo- brea~h.less prose In September 1952. But 
pie, from Kadoka to ·Hot Springs, his ~cco~t .was Juit o"9 Otain)'° litihe · 
who've reported UFO sightings . .Judg·· .. paper. Hesie's · eome headlines from 
ing by the clips, there was a rash ot · saucer lightings 'past: · · 
sightings, here and around the world, in "Rapid City family wondllrs just 
the mid-50s. Another flurry came in the what they did see ••. " (Jan. l, 1953). 
mid-60s and a third in the early1970s. "Hills 'residents tell of shining ob· 

Up until this week, the most recent jects" (Nov. 26, 1956). 
story was one I \\'.rote In December 1~7 ' 'Nebraska graln.-dealer. sys space 

: ,. ' . 

a UFO 

people look like him" (Nov. 8, 1957) 
"Silvery object in sky creates in­

terest here" (July 30, 1964). 
"UFO near Hisep 'very large, low'" 

(Oct. 28, 1966) 
" 'We all can't be nuts,' say police of 

UFOs" (July 2, 1967). 
Here's my favorite: "Several saucers 

seen in skies, sighters certain" (July 3, 
1970). . . 

Very few of those old stories contain­
ed any reasonable explanation of what 
people saw, so , it's anybody's guess 
what's been flQatlng or swooplrig about 
the skies, either in 1952 or 1984. ' 

But one thing's certain : The vast ma­
jority of the people who report UFO 

· sightings don't do it just to get attention 
but because they saw something they 
don't understand. So, Bennett County 
re$ide~ts, don't worry about the scof­
fers. There's also a soUd corps of 
believers out there: /I 
~D 1\-.P\ ~ c i T'I ~ RHAL 
MAR \ O \C\S'f 
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encounters of 

"" . 

the Derbyshire 

So the Ministry of 
Defence does take. UFO 
sightings seriously. It 
has come clean - at 
last. 

As a result of pressure 
from the House of Lords, 
the Ministry has now 
suplied reports of sightings 
t o th e B r i t i s h U F ·O 
Research Association and 
has said it will consider sup­
plying documents dealing 
with specific incidents to 
''serious inquirers.'' 

It might be a small step for the 
MoD men to take (they don't say 
the objects are necessarily alien). 
but it has to be a giant-sized relief 
for those members of mankind 
who, until now, might have ques­
tioned their own sanity. 

And there are a lot of sane people 
in this neck of the woods. A lot of 
intelligent people have seen 
unidentified flying objects and 
have spoken about their sightings. 
Maybe a lot more have seen 
something but have been reluctant 
to come forward because they risk­
ed ridicule. 

But it is not ridiculous to say that 
around 20 per cent. of all people 
questioned could admit to having 
seen a flying saucer. 

At any rate that was the ex­
perience of American astronomer 
J . Allen Hynek, consultant to an in­
vestigation into UFOs by the US 
Air Force, and who , in discounting 
himself from it, coined the phrase 
Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind. 

Encounters come in many dif­
ferent forms . 

kind 
Cynics may scoff, but Hying saucers, call them what you will 
are real enough to those who witness a happening. And the1 
can now take comfort from the fact that people In high place1 
have admitted that records of sightings are kept and, It mlgh 
be supposed, are taken seriously. Award-winning feature write 
TONY CRAGG has been looking up the records of those who di 
the looking up. 

Christine Marshall, of Chester­
field, was travelling by car with 
her· husband and parents-in-law 
when she saw what looked like a 
bright star in the sky ahead of 
them. It was unusual enough for 
her to comment on it. 

" It wasn't a star," she said later. 
"For one thing it was too bright 
and, secondly, it seemed to be 
made up of at least three smaller 
lights which seemed to be in a sort 
of flat, triangular shape. 

'It looked as 
ii it w•s 

showing oll' 

"At first we jumped to the ob­
vious conclusion that it was an air­
craft but, although we had a very 
clear view, there were no red or 
green lights. 

"The object was above and 
ahead of the road and was sta­
tionary for the first ten seconds or 
so. Then it began to move steadily 

and, quite suddenly, turned com­
pletely red and disappeared." 

• Take the account of a Tibshelf 
man who, returning home from 
work early in the morning, saw 
what he described as a "Very 
bright glowing shape resembling a 
child's humming top." It was 
hanging over a nearby field. 

"The central body of the object 
apeared to be solid but its domed 
top was slightly hazy and its con­
ical bottom seemed to be made of 
orange light." 

As he watched, two smaller ob­
jects detached themselves from 
the underside and dropped in for­
mation towards the floor of the 
valley. They then rose and rejoined 
the main craft. 

"There were vaguely-moving 
dark patches in the central solid 
area," claimed the man. " And 
then, with a white flash , the craft 
moved off at high speed towards 
Chesterfield.'• 

• A Cutthorpe farmer watched 
a strange light darting across the 
sky. "The pulsating light frequent­
ly changed direction and colour,'' 
said Michael Aizlewood. " It was at 



~,idnight $if1:'1tin·EJ .. i)f 'UFO . .· 
A vduN~ man h~s appealed for anyone i•klng _for Information !r!!!..' 111\P ... pe,rta. started •IOlNIY coming_ down toward• the 
who saw an unidentified flying object at r ·.aq,me0ne 111t . Holjwelt. ·'Ofnflnn ltla car; · · ;· · 
Hollywell. near Newquay just before mid- ·· lg~lng. . . · . . . f · . ·. . "I go'~ • bit worried end drove off," he 
night on Wednesday last week to come ' "When I drive up the .h1i1:front .... lf¥w."ll Hid. "I, woul~n't have kept quiet about. It 
forward . l ·Hw two da&llng·~hite :..,.ta#l"lth •red b.eceuH people_ ere bound to think Im 

Mr. Roger Knight, aged 18, of Billing• l!ght below," . Hid· Ro .. ~ "At 'flrat 1. going round the bend, but I juat cannot 
Drive. Newquay, is convinced that the ~ou1ht It wea •plane but l.t wff huge, ea . explelnlt. 
flying object he saw above .hla car aa . he .l<tllde ·ea the ,oad. It wea atatlonery about "I had not bten drinking and I wean't 
drove home from· his girlfriend'• houae 160 feet above .,,e. " · ' tired end I wduld juat like to know If 
wa~ too big and si!ent t~ b~ a plane or . "I turned ~ ,the radio, etop~ the car anyone ·elH •ilw It et Holywell, or if any 
h~hc~pter. And he _is so •!1trigued by ~he and wound up the wlndq)l'lr;~· • · . ,.09~ U.F.O. apeclallat .1.n Cornwall haa heard of 
sighting that he 1s ask mg that he la "There waa no noi•• .. -.nd "· object almller alghtlnga. 

Yorks now focal point of UFO world, 
fans to\d 

I 
) 

\'orkshfre Investigators Into unidentified flying 
objects told the rest of the UFO-watchers• world 
that the county wu now the focus of such activity 
not only In Britain, but the world. ' 

Speaking ·to a packed audience at the Yorkshire 
UFO Society annual conference An Leeds, Investi­
gator Mr. Mark Birdsall even pinpointed the area 
where activity hu been tbe busiest - at Carlton 
M~r, to_ the west of Skipton. 

He said: "Why Yorkshire? We don't know." He 
also spoke of the "close encounter" by a group of 
children In Normanton, near Wakefield, In 1979 

'l:A\L~ M \R\\O\~ lDN0{)"-1 

A~R\l. 4 \q ~4 

Police · chie~'s UFO 
photo~ are for real 

PICTURES of a UFO taken by a policeman are 
genuine, scientists said· yesterday. They admitted: "It 
can't be an aircraft.':31 lc~ · 

The policeman, a senior omcer, sent photographs of a 
fNSterious round object hovering aoove North York­
shire to Arirona's Ground Saucer Wat.ch-the world's 
leading authority on "flying saucers". · 

In 30 years they have examined 1,400 pictures but 
have coriftrmed only 42 as '- · 
UFOs. 

The officer, who photo­
graphed the UFO five 
months ago, said: " It was 
covered in red lights, pul­
sating in rhythm It was 
visible for about 30 sec­
onds." · 

'I\vo other UFOs have 
been reported in York- · 
shire during the last three 
y~ _ar s · · 

who claimed they saw silver-suited figures who 
had landed In a field. 

Mr. Birdsall said: "It Is rare for any civilian 
UFO gro1'p to gel hold of a case when It happens." 

Mr. Grl1ham Birdsall, president of the Yorkshire 
Society, said the area around Skipton was being 
hailed nvw as the Warminster of the North 
because of Its high number of recorded sightings. 

He said: "We have had some 160 sightings In 
that one area over the last 18 months to two years. 
That ls far and away above the national average." 

About 150 UFO enthusiasts and members of the 
public from all over the country attended the 

conference, the largest attendance ever. Haunting 
celestial music was played to accompany the large 
number of slides of sightings, some fake, and some 
still unexplained. 

Mr. Mark Birdsall said that It would also be an 
advantage In UFO Investigations to have the co­
operation of the airports In their work. "We know 
of witnesses wbo have reported UFOs to the 
airports who have not given the Information," he 
said. · 

The conference later heard from British UFO 
Research Association Investigator and author 
Jenny Randles and Harry Harris. 
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~_ore reports of city 
UFOs MoD told 

THE mystery of a UFO sighting In Plymouth has deepened. 
· A~er a report in .the Ev.ening Herald · about a motorist who chased a 

WE:S.\13R~ E.'l~NING \4e~ALP 
~\A\~ ~~ \ C\. ey 

strangely-lit craft travelling over Stokt; , other ·readers have come · forward ~fter 
n 1 , having a similar close encounter. 
•1-..'IMOUi\~ · Mr Stuart Dann (18) of 

Foulston Avenue, St 
Budeaux, saw two bright 
lights in the night sky 
while walking his dog on 
Tuesday. Iris ·iri ·hot pursuit 

.. of a UFO ... i 
A PLYMOUTH motorist had a not­
so - close encounter when she 
chased a UFO through the streets 
of Stoke. 

The alarm was sounded late last night 
when Mrs Iris Wannell, of Outland 
Road, was stopped by a man walking 
his dog, and told to look into the sky. 

Two very bright lights were moving 
slowly across the clear night sky, 
heading towa_rds the city centre. 

As they disappeared behind houses, 
Mrs Wannell and her 19 ·year ··old 
daughter- in - law Lyn, decided to go 
after it and sped-off. 

But they soon lost sight of it and were 
forced to give up the. chase. · 
.. We were totally am11zed by the craft. 
It is the first time ·I have seen anything 
like it," said Mrs Wannell. 

.. It was definitely not an aircreft and it 
had a very faint droning sound. . 
.. Lyn was astounded and suggested we 

follow it, but it soon disappeered." 
Mr Tom Bignell, 64. of Palmerston 
Street, Stoke, was .walking his dog 
when he caught sight of the 
Unidentified Flying· Object. 

He reported the sighting tti the 
Plymouth Rescue Co~ordination Centre 
et Mount Wise and·a repoi:t has now 
been forwarded to the Ministry of 
. D'efence in London. · 

Mr Bignell said tha~ IS the craft 
appro1ched, the two .main lights were 

part ofa coll~ction .of smaller ones that 
formed a semi-circle . . 
He stopped Mrs .Wannall to ask her if it 
was making any sound because he has 
to wear a heafin"g. aid. . 
He telephone Devonport Police.Station 
and before telling them -of his close 
encounter ha assured them· ha was not 
dnink or crazy. . · . 
A spokesman ·for. the rescue centr~ 
said UFO sightings wer.t vary rare rn 
Plymouth and thilt the last one was last 
October. 

'PoR. TS MDL.ft\·\ \\\E'wsi t\A Nl' s 
A?R\~ ~ \C\64 

Yorkshire triangle 
AMERIC,A/11 e~-'rJ studying pictures of mysterious 

brightly-lit objects seen fn the skies over North 
Yorkshire, say they are convinced they are .UFOs. 
The area Is now being called the Yor1cshlre Tnangle. 

,, 

This . happened just 
minutes before Mrs Iris 
Wannell, of Outland Road, 
saw the same eerie sight. 

Mr Dann, rushed home as 
soon as he saw the Unidenti­
fied Flyfog Object, to tell his 
parents. · 

-No aircraft 
• 

When he g9t back ; th~ 
craft had disttppeared but 
some neighbOl!.rs who were 
outside had also seen it . 

"Our neig!ibours were 
convinced it ·wiis a UFO, but 
at first I 'was not sure. 
However, it could not have 
been an aircraft so I am at a 
loss to explain J1," · 

The incident was reponed 
to the ·Plymouth Rescue 
Co-otdination centre . at 
Mount Wise by ~r Tom 
Bignell (64), of Palmerston 
Street, Stoke , who also 
witnessed the event . 

A repon has now been 
forwarded to the Ministry of 
Defence in London_ 

the two strange bright 
. lights were . also seen by Mr 

Derreck ·Jones -of Estover as 
he, walked ~long Novorssis~ ·. 
.ROad at about 11.15 pm . 

"It . stopped ,me . in my 
tracks," he said · yesterday. 
"They. were . very low in the 
sky . and' hovering over 
Estover church. 

"I thought it was an 
aircraft at first but suddenly 
the two light parted and 
went separate ways. They 
were round-shaped with little 
portholes." 

And earlier, shottly after.9 
pm , a similar phenomenon 
was seen by Mr Ernest 
Downey, of Austin Farm, 
Plvmouth. At that time the 
UFOs were travelling tow­
ards Rooorough Airport , he 
said . 
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[H,,,,;i;s slloris-ilis /Miith1"e Stoiy Is True, Psyclliatrists Sal] 

Police officer Alan Godfrey went to lbvestigate the 
disappearance of a herd of cattle - and was abducted 
bya UFO. . 

'!'hat's the shocking story the no-nonsense British constable 
told under hypnosis -
and a leading UFO re-. i :Jorr ----
searcher-author who ar-
ranged the hypnotic ses-
sions is convinced he's 
telling the truth. 

Godfrey, 36, had .no mem-
ory of actually being taken Ii A, 
aboard the alien spacecraft \i~ r 
- but after being hypno-

~:~h:!:~ts~~;:,~ DRAWING by ·offic:er Godfrey shows 
of being placed on a black what UFO looked like. . 
bed inside the UFO and being medi- · · SJ(ETCH shows how alien examined Godfrey inside 
cally examined by a strange bearded UFO. He recalled the events while under hypnosis. 
~an in a white robe and eight robot- high and was hovering about make his radios work when 
like creatures. . . five feet above the road." dazzling light beams shoi out 
Re~rche~ J e~y Randles, ~~- Then an incredible thing toward his police car from 

tor of mvestigations _fo~ the ~ntish happened, Godfrey said. One the UFO. Then ... 
UFO Resea~h ~sSOCiation, said that moment he was sitting in his " ... I'm in a room now ... 
both psychiatrists "a~ept that ~e car staring at the strange (Godfrey whimpers, as if in 
co~ble h.~ .. ad quite a genume craft - and the next mo- fright) ... there's a him, he's 
expenence. ment he found himself and about six foot, looks like a 

The incident began iri the early the car 100 yards farther man ... 
morning hours of Nov. 28, 1980. God· down the road - and his "He's got a white ... like a 
frey was on duty in his hometown of watch showed he had inex- white sheet on him . . . he 
Todmorden. He can recall spotting .Jo plicably "lost" 20 minutes! has a beard and he's got a 
the UFO, but had to undergo hypno- Godfrey reported the inci- skullcap OD •.• " 
sis to remember what happened in- ~ dent at his police station - Still under hypnosis God-
side the craft. "'"' .. ·• . .. ,;.. J ·, :,.:,-" and by the next day, three frey described "horrible" lit-

"lt was just after 5 a.m..I was driv- i-.""/..~"';_ · ~'.;:.~ ·. "'=..:~ >r~~ police officers on a nearby tie robot-like creatures with 
ing my patrol car, looking for a herd · '~:::::- ""~ t. .... : ..-:. ~~~~~ force and one local man had a single horuontal eye. 
of cows ·that had reportedly wan- KIDNAP SITE· Officer Godfrey shows road reported seeing the UFO. . He described machinery 
dered, when I saw a bright light · . 1 UFO researcher Randles m the UFO, and talked of 
ahead of me," he said. . where UFO encounter took P ace. and her group arranged for a pain and flashing lights in 

"I drove closer and came five windows that were darfilseemed stationary. The bo~-series of hypnosis experi- his head. 
~o within 100 feet of the ob- against the bri~t fluoi:es- t?m rotated from left to ments to help Godfrey rec:ail T~ay, Godfrey says, "I'm 
1ect. It was dome-shaped, cence of the obJect, which right. what had happened dunng convmced I was abducted by 
with both top and base seemed to be metallic in my "I estimated the object his 20-minute time gap. space aliens." 
slightly curved. There were car's headlights. The to was 20 feet across, 14 fee He described trying to -PAUL8AHHISTU--
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West Texas Town of Marfa Finds 
Flickering Fame in Mystery Lights 

1 
CuriousGlowOutontheMesa l 

Stirs Curious Theories: 
Illuminated Jack Rabbits? 

By DAVID STIPP 
Staff Reporter of THE WALLSTREETJovsNAL Judge Henderson says he has seen dis· 

MARFA, Texas-Steven Spielberg, eat tant lights that split up and go in opposite 
your heart out. When it comes to close en· directions, bob up and down and move in 
counters and strange things that go blink in other ways car lights aren't known to. Once, 
the night, residents of this little West Texas he says, he was hunting rabbits on Mitchell 
town are a lot closer to the action than Hol· Flat when "about midnight I saw a· light 
lywood. shining right down a litue canyon I was in. 

For more than 100 years, mysterious It looked like the )leadllght on a freight 
lights have been reported flickering at night \ train.'' It looked, in fact, a good deal like the 
in and around a sparsely populated stretch 1 lights he had seen on other occasions, on~y 
southeast of here called Mitchell Flat. Many · closer. 
who say they have seen the lights describe · There is also the matter of a report 
them as looking like lanterns twinkling drawn up by two geologists who prospected 

-
for occult speculation-and Marfa has pro-
duced a bumper crop of stories Identifying 
the lights as ghosts or extraterrestrials­
most people here think there must be a nat· 
lira! explanation. This Isn't to say the expla· 
nation must be down-to-earth. One resident 
proposed that the lights are caused by jack 
rabbits with glowworms clinging to their 
fur. 

Another theory has It that the lights come 
from phosphorescent minerals, even though 
no such minerals have been found here. 
Some theorists propose St. Elmo's fire, the 
s~tlc electricity known to light up ships' 
masts or airplane wings, although Mitchell 
Flat hasn't any obvious source of such elec-. 

among the foothills of the Chinati Moun· 
'talns, 30 miles away. Others say they have 
seen brighter, closer lights that blaze up and 
cast shadows for a few seconds before fad·. l\:ico trtclty. Others lean to swamp gas, the va· 
Ing. And then there are the reports that pors from rotting vegetation that occasion· 
movies grow out of, like Samuel Whatley's ally burst into flame, but the aridity of this 
story. rangeland lends little support to that no-

About 10 years ago, Mr. Whatley was tlon. 
driving home a little before dawn from his John Derr, a geophysicist with the U.S. 

\ night job as a computer operator when he Geological Survey in Denver, thinks that 
saw what he thought were car lights speed· what are seen may be "earthquake lights," 
Ing toward him on a road east of town. The softball-size globes such as have been re· 
next thing he knew, he says, a cantaloup- MEXICO ported In places prone to tremors. Unfortu· 
sized globe of orange-red light appeared and · nately for this theory, Marfa hasn't had any 
hovered a few feet outside the rolled-down 6 MUee • • earthquakes. In any case, earthquake lights 
window of his pickup. 1 themselves stand in need of explanation. 

"Hell, I was scared," he says. "I waa for uranium here in the 1960s and early (Mr. Derr thinks they may be small clouds 
crawling out of my skin." Mr. Whatley says 1970s. The two, John P. Kenney and Elwood of charged particles.) 
he floon.'<i tit( ·aceelerator, but the gl~ Wright, became fascinated with the lights 1 A lot of area residents believe odd atmo­
stayed with him for about two miles, then and spent a number of nights on Mitchell spheric effects have something to do with 
suddenly disappeared. , Flat investigating. They recorded their o~ the lights. Fritz Kahl, the manager of 

Although m~ sightings aren't that exclt· servattons in a journal. Marta's airport, says he has often seen mi· 
Ing, a great many people near this town of \ On ~rch 19, 1973, according to the hand· rages In the area, such as false mountains 
2,500 are convinced they have seen some· · written account, the two were sitting in their shlmmering In the distance. He says Marfa 
thing. The lights have been chased from the ! car near a county road 10 miles east of 1~ In a basin between mountain ranges and 
air and ground, gawked at by tourists, ph<>- I Marfa about 10 p.m. Suddenlt-some horses llas lots of unusual weather. 
tographed and even televised. Since first be- 1 In a Held whinnied and bolted. Moments An astronomer who once worked nearby 
Ing reported in 1883, they have irispired folk· I later, the two saw a ball of light rapidly at McDonald Observatory has a theory built 
lore, song lyrics, quite a .bit of tomfoolery ' moving in from the southwest, with another 
and some hard scientific· head-scratching; one behind It. The lights, which "appeared 1 along such' lines. Eric Silverberg says that 
No one, however, has nailed down the expla· to be about one-half the size of a basket· when he looked down toward Marfa from his 
nation. ball " moved "behind some bushes and in perch on Mount Locke, 30 miles to the north, 
Who Is Gullible? fro~t of other bushes" and hovered briefly a he used to see "twinkling llgh~ well above 

To be sure there are skeptics here who few hundred feet away before vanishing, the horizon where there shouldn t h~ve ~~ 
say the sourc~ of all the fuss ts just ranch Messrs. Wright and Kenney wrote. any. It was o~e of the most .~.onvinc ng 
and car lights perennially mistaken for The two never figured out what the lights phenomena I ve ever seen. h 
somethin more m terious. But those are were, but they agree that they weren't car Mr. Silverberg believes that what e saw 
the kind ~f folks wro will believe anything or ranch lights. They also say they have were light beams bent and caedrrl~ o~er 
other Marfans say ' never heard of Mr. Whatley's similar report, great distances by what Is call e o-

"The people wh~ don't want to believe In and he says he didn't know of the geologists' vaya Zemlya effect, a "tunneling" of light 
the lights figure out that they're car llg-hts" sighting. . due to adjacent layers of air at sharply dlf· 
says Charlie Henderson, the local county Though such tales provide fertile gtound ferent temperatures. The source could be el· 
judge "But they're not I assure you they're C.""'1.. a 'f ther car lights or bright stars. Of course, It 

t " · ' ~~ couldn't have been car lights In the case 100 
no· · M~,.E years ago; and It could hardly be stars in I q w the numerous sightings on cloudy nights. 



MARFA L lG t-\TS CCN'\ 
Such considerations offer no difficulty for 1 at the center of an oil boom, back 50 or 60 

Gabriel Green, the president of the Amalga- years ago but the oil was never found; an 
mated Flying Saucer Clubs of America, In outsize hoiel built to accommodate the boom 
Yucca Valley, Calif. He suggests that the still dominates the downtown area. 
lights are due to atmospheric Ionization . During World War II Marfa swelled when 
around spacecraft piloted by extraterrestrl- an air base was built nearby; It shrank 
~ls . "They zigzag around. to get .?ur atten- again when the base closed after tlie ' war. 
tJon and expand our awareness, · explains. In l955 the town soared into prominence 
M~. Green. The .Presence of mountains 30 as the setting of the movie "Giant" ; today, 
~1!es a~ay also 1s telling, he adds, because the only sign ·of the f1lm industry Is the for-

So the elusive llghts-Marfans often de­
scribe them as "friendly" lights-are the 
town's only reliable source of eminence. And 
old-timers aren't pleased when nonbelfevers 
scoff at the· mystery. "We all got kind of 
mad when a reporter from Houston said 
they were just mercury-vapor lights on 
ranches," says Julia Plumbley. 

1t s .fairly typical that they (the extrater- mer theater, which has played Its last plc­
restnals) ~II set ,up their bases under ture show and Is now an electronics store. 
mountains. . There was anticipation of a uranium 

In a way, th~ lights of ~Is small West boom In the 1960s, when the geologists who 
Texas town are like the footlights of a stage saw the Marfa lights were In the area ; It 
that never quite became a scene of major went the way of the oil boom. 

If anyone In these parts can qualify as an 
authority on Marta's lights, she Is probably 
the one. It was )ler father, Robert Ellison, 
who first no*ed the strange flickering in 
1883. "The light I've seen over the years 
Isn 't a ranch light," Mrs. Plumbley says 
firmly. "It's a soft, small kind of ethereal­
looking light. You can 't get close to it. And drama. Marfa once was expected to explode 
there's really nothing to say about it except 
that It's real and it's there." 

Expert on UFOs s_till 
T>t' El PA~C TIMES 
MA~ 25 \G84- mystified 

By Joan Morris 
Times staff writer 

LAS CRUCES - J . Allen 
Hynek has spent much of his life 
considering the phenomenon of 
unidentified flying objects. 

But today, Hynek is no closer 
to a theory or an answer that 
would explain what UFOs are, 
where they come from and what 
they are doing flying around 
Earth. 

"I don't have the slightest idea 
where UFOs come from,'' Hynek 
said during a speech Saturday 
in Las Cruces. "But I do know 
they constitute a phenomenon 
that should be studied." 

Hynek was the guest speaker 
at a mini-symposium conducted 
Saturday by the American Insti­
tute of Aeronautics and Astro­
na utics. Hynek is a noted astron­
omer and editor-in-chief of the 
International UFO Reporter. 

Hynek said some scientists 
have refused to examine evi­
dence that UFOs exist. He said 
that's because the scientists 
speculate aU~Os sifPtinls are 
indications o~its 4Sm outer 
space, which they dismiss as im­
possible and improbable. 

But Hynek said UFOs are sim­
ply unident~ied objects, and !10 
evidence exists to prove or dis­
prove where they come from. 
"They (doubting scientists) 
have put the cart before the 
horse," Hynek said. "The ~cien­
tific community has substituted 
one theory for the whole gpenom-

that not as a negative trend, but a 
. ~ew Mex1·co positive one. 
1 ~ The public is becoming more 

sophisticated, Hynek said, and 
enon. They have assumed UFOs skywatchers are able to distin­
mean visitors from outer space. . guish a UFO from a weather bal-
lt doesn't." loon or a meteorite. 

Although Hynek said he does . . The reports also are of I! ~et~e~-:-
not discount the theory some . . 
UFOs are alien spaceships, he grade, ~y~ek said, wit~ more 
does not embrace it as the only substanbabon! several ~itnesses 
theory. There could be many dif· and more believable. witnesses. 
ferent explanations, some we are In the past, Hynek said, about 90 
not yet advanced enough to com- perce~t of the reports could be 

h d explamed. Now, only about 50 
pre en · . percent of the sightings can be 

"There are no theories that~~ , identified, he said. / / 
all the facts and explain UFOs, · · ----·------.. -- L 

Hynek said. "There are no expla-
nations I'm ready to buy." 

Hynek endorses a general 
study of the UFO sightings, call­
ing them part of a the UFO phe­
nomenon. He said more than 
80,000 reports of UFOs have been 
received from 140 countries. 

Scientists have compiled lists 
of the sightings and recorded 
characteristics of the UFOs in a 
computer, Hynek said. Many of 
the same characteristics are re­
ported in each case. 

Rapid acceleration, vertical 
movement and hovering ability 
make the objects true UFOs, 
Hynek said, and not IFOs - iden­
tified flying objects. The Goo­
dyear blimp and weather bal­
loons, llynek !Jaid, do not per­
form in those ways, · · 

The number of UFO reports 
have decreased in the past 10 20 
years, .Hynek said. But he ,,sees 
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Top Researcllers Reveal. 

A mother and child are abducted 
by space aliens ... a pilot encounters 
a dazzling UFO that knocks out his 
instruments ... a small UFO lands in 
a field, then zips away to join a giant 
mother craft . . . and a spacecraft 
shaped like a domed disk . is re­
peatedly spotted over a town. 

Those are four of the most fascinating UFO 
sightings and encounters in recent years -
taken from the files of the Mutual UFO Net­
work (MUFON), an organization that probes 
UFO reports. . By DEHHIS D'.AHTQHI 

MUFON records the ac­
counts of witnesses and sub­
jects them to a truth-detect· 
ing machine - the Psy­
chological Stress Evaluator 
(PSE) . 

In one of the most fasci· 
nating cases, Mrs. Megan El· 
liott and her 18-month-old 
daughter Renee were driv· 
ing back to their Texas home 
late on the night of Aug. 21, 
1980, when· suddenly her ra­
dio began making strange 
noises, she told MUFON. 

Then her car's lights dim· 
med - and incredibly, she 
felt the car being lifted off 
the highway toward a UFO. 

"I panicked," she said. "I 
could feel my insides churn­
ing." 

The car was taken into the, 
UFO, then Megan says she 
"heard a voice in my head 
say, 'Get out of the car.' " 

SPACE ALIENS sent needle-like device into baby's novel as mom looked on. 

Terrified, she refused and 
locked the doors - and a 
"little creature" approached 
the car, and the door fell off 
its hinges, she said. 

Megan described the crea­
ture as a short humanoid 
with a "large head, no ears, 
no eyebrows, oval eyes with· 
out lashes . .. no hair on the 
entire body, broad nose with 
two holes, or nostrils. The 
mouth was a slit." 

The being led Megan and 
Renee into a round room 
where there were two tables 

I and two more creatures like 
the first. She was told to 
climb up on the table, and 
did. Megan then saw "metal 
clamps, four inches wide, 
snap across my ankles, my 
Wrist, m)' chest." 

Beside her, she· saw her 
daughter being clamped to 
the other table. Probes came 
down from the ceiling, she 
said, and began moving over 
her body. She looked over at 
Renee and saw a "needle­
like" device enter her nose, 
then her navel. 

After being examined, Me­
gan and Renee were taken 
back to their car - and low-

ered back to the road. They 
returned safely home. 

* * * On two separate occasions, 
veteran private pilot and 
flight instructor Shannon 
Davis spotted a bizarre UFO 
shaped like a teardrop "en­
circled by a bright, glowing 
ring, a unique shape for a 
UFO," reported Walter An· 
drus Jr., international direc­
tor of MUFON. 

CON'l f'tc)('T 
1'AG€ 

The first sighting took 
place above Lake Berryessa, 
about 50 miles north of Oak­
land, Calif., on Nov. 5, 1980. Z I 
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UFO FIELD DAY! Marlett and Doro Sturgell point to 
where they sow mother ship toke on a small UFO 
that hod landed in a field at their form. Inset is art­
ist's sketch of the small UFO. 

Davis said the strange object UFO "just laying there mo­
began pacing him about half tionless in the air" - then 
a mile off his left wing. both disappeared! 

Davis told MUFON inves- Deputy Sheriff Steve Bree-
tigators that the UFO was den, called to the scene by the 
about 45 feet long and had shocked family, found a circle 
an orange glow. of scorched grass about four 

Suddenly the object grew feet in diameter in the field. 
brighter - .and shot forward Inside this circle were three 
at an unbelievable speed, small circles. 
then made a sharp right turn * * * 
ahead of Davis' plane. Then 1'~rom July to Septem· 
it changed into a glowing ber 1983 Shirley Coyne of 
brig.ht ball of light! shot Flushing: Mich., spotted a 
straight up - and vanished. UFO on five separate occa-

. On Aug. 8, 1981, Davis sions. What's more, other 
I spotted the same ringed witnesses also confirmed the 
UFO again while flying sightings, said Andrus. 
~orth of S~ Fr~nciS<:O• This The object was shaped 
tim~. he ~aid, h1~ radio~ and "like two pie plates fitted to­
equ1pment all quit working. gether," Mrs. Coyne said. 

Again it went throug!1 its Charles McQuiston, coin-
strange maneu.ver and d1sap- ventor of the truth-detecting 
peared. Psychological Stress Evalua-* * * tor, checked MUFON inves-

Another weird UFO sight- tigators' recordings of · the 
ing occurred on Oct. 8, 1978, witnesses' statements in the 
when a strange, small space- first three cases above. In 
craft landed on the Missouri each case, he told The 
farm of Marlett and Dora ENQUIRER, he determined 
Sturgell, says Andrus. that the witnesses were tell-

As Marlett and his son-in- ing the truth. 
law Raymond Morgan ap· Andrus added that anyone 
proached it, to .their amaze- else who l)as spotted a UFO 
ment the alummum-colored should report it to the 
"thing" started rising. . · Mutual UFO Network Inc., 

The UFO merged with 103 Oldtowne Rd., Seguin, 
another large "log-shaped" Tex. 78155-4099. 

- - ---- -
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Sightings still unexplained 
By Dean Rhodes 

NEWS Presque Isle Bureau 

Still unexplained from Bangor to Brunswick 
are last weekend's sightings of "an oval-shaped 
object, 50 to 100 feet long, with blue and white 
lights, traveling easterly across the sky." 

That seemed to be the consensus of witnesses 
in towns along a 100 mile-course in Maine's latest 
encounter with flying objects of an unidentified 
kind. 

The question remains, what was it? 
Authorities confirmed that 20 people reported 

seeing a UFO. Military heads say it wasn't a 
plane. 'An asffonomer doubts it was a shooting 
star. 

"They obviously saw something, but the ques­
tion is what," said Neil Comins, an assistant 
professor of astronomy at the University of 
Maine at Orono. . . 

Larry Fawcett of Coventry, Conn., co-author of 
a forthcoming book on national UFO sightings, 

said Sunday he had no idea what had flashed 
across the Maine skies. 

Residents between Bangor and Brunswick, 
roughly 100 miles apart, kept telephone lines 
busy to the Brunswick Naval Air ~tati~n . Calls 
came in from Bangor, Augusta, Litchfield and 
Ba th-Brunswick. 

Apparently there were no important m~t~or 
showers that night. Comet Encke was 31 mtlhon 
miles distant. Viewing it without a telescope 
would have been difficult. 

Comins reported he .vanted to know more 
about. the UFO's speed, whether it changed alti· 
tudes and whether it appeared to have a solid or a 
fuzzy shape. 

t 
"Sometimes ball lightning can do that," Co-

mins said. 
The National Weather Service in Portland said 

it launches weather balloons twice a day from 
Portland Intrernational Jetport, but they aren't 
lit. 
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