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UFo. watcher seeks : r 
closer encounters 
of the 'weird' kind 
By John Helton 
News Journal 

FORT WALTON BEACH..:..._ Donald Ware admits peo­
ple might find him a little weird. 

But .those are normally closed-minded people who ha­
ven't given much thoug~t to the possibility of life beyond 
our .solar system, he said. Ware, 50, has been giving the 
subject a lot of thought since 1952; the more research he 
does,. the more evidence he finds somebody is watching us, 
hesa1d. 

"I believe our planet is being watched right now and has 
been for thousands of years," he said . 
. Since retiring from the Air Force in 1983 at the rank of 

lieutenant colonel, Ware has devoted most of his time to 
the Mutual Unidentified Flying ·Object Network 
(MUF~N)! · a 17-year-old organization that researches 

.. UFq s1gh.!.!E~and encounters. He serves as the network's 
Flo~da state and section (the four westernmost counties) 
pres1den.t and as.a field investigator. 

A_ native of Richmond, Va., Ware said hadn't given the 
subject much thought until he saw a UFO over Washing• 
ton, D.,C., when .he was 17. Since then, Ware has earned a 
maste~ s .degree m nuclear engineering, has flown 100 com­
bat m1ss1.ons over ~forth Vietnam and has put thousands 

. of h~urs ~~to learmng everything he could about extrater-
restnal Visitors. . 

AU& 1 IG86 

Not to be confused with Donald 
E. Ware, an Okaloosa County 

John Helton/News Journal 
Ware studies 'absolutely weird' UFO sightings. 

. .. ,A, 

Commission candidate, Donald M. One was from 8 teacher now in 
Ware can rattle off case after case her 30s, who said she saw' an egg- UFOs. He is currently gathering as 
of sightings, abductions and visits, shaped craft in Fort Walton Beach. many samples as he can for analy­
the product of those hours of re- Another came from a retired Navy sis, which he said will be a 10-year 
search. And he has a compulsion to man wh "d h hed project. . f . o sa1 e watc a round W"th 1 54 MUFON b be precise, halting in the middle o object pass overh d h ed 1 on Y mem ers 
a sentence to search a reference to ea as e mow in Florida, many sightings go unin-
make sure he's absolutely correct. his lawn. Both sightings were docu- 1 vestigated, Ware said. Part of his 

After ending a 26-year Air Force mented on some of the 11 forms job as president is to recruit inves­
career, Ware said he wanted to MUFON investigators fill out tigators and train them. For the 
spend his retirement doing what he recording everything from th~ $25 year.ly. membership d':'es, any­
wanted to do. Splitting time be- weather to animal reactions to the one can JOm the orgamzat1on to be 
tween six volunteer organizations witnesses' medical conditiQn. 1 trained as an investigator in Fort 
doesn't .leave time for much else. "MUFON looks at the phenome- Walton Beach or just to help out 

He gives lectures, 14 last year,· non as a study of advanced sci- where they can. Ware can be con­
about UFOs to civic and communi- ence," Ware said, pointing out the tacted at 862-6582. / ;.-
ty organizations, lectures he calls a I organization's co!'lsultants! who 
broad view of the UFO phenome- have doctorates m 40 different 
non. fields. 

"Some ?f these things are abso- . Everyone has their ?w!1 special­
lutely weird, there's no explana- ties, he ad~~· Wares. is m the 
tion," he said, "and you can't hit strange wntmgs associated with 
somebody with too many thoughts. 
It involves too many thoughts that 
aren't generally accepted." 

One of those talks and an article 
last year about his work brought 
forward people who had sighted 
UFOs but didn't know how to go 
about reporting them. 
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Sky sights: State UFO group ·to take part 
in national information week 

By Michael A Fuoco 
Post-Gazette Staff Writer 

Greenburg-based statewide clear­
inghouse for UFO sightings and oth-
er phenomena. . 

The bright obj';!cts that appear · To bring· ·the serious study of 
nightly in the eastern, western and UFOs to the attention of the general 

receives each year. ·Most sightings 
involve natural objects - planets 
stars, satellites, weather balloons' 
aircraft lights - that are misidenti: 
fied, he said. 

southern skies aren't unidentified public, the association will take part 
flying objects, even though under this week in the secqnd annual Na-
certain atmospheric conditions they tional UFO Information Week spon-
may appear to bob and move. Actu- sored by the Mutual UFO Network of 

But, he adds, the remaining lO 
percent of the sightings are not so 
easy to e~plain away. 

ally, they:re the planets Jupiter, · Seguin, Te.icas, the world's largest 
Venus and Mars, respe_ctiveiy.: - : 'YFO research organization. . 

That was easy to explain> But , For its part in the week, the . 
what was the silver, disc-shaped Greensburg-based group will . pre-
object seen by two people flying o.ver sent · an exhibit Saturday at West-
the Birmingham Bridge Jan. 7? moreland Mall, Greensburg . 

And just what was that oval- Included will be UFO detection 
shaped object that appeared. in New equipment, slides, government docu-
Castle Feb. 28? ments and plaster casts of Big Foot 

And how about the object, de- and other strange creatures. 
scribed by two witnesses as a "me- Electronics technician Stan Gor-
tallic hot dog," that hovered near don of Greensburg, who founded the 
Greensburg June 21? non-profit group in 1981, said it is 

..Ihose. .. ar.e...just.._three of. the . open . possible the Pittsburgh, New Castle 
~ases b.eing_studied by the Pennsyl- and Greensburg sightings this year 
vania Ass~iation for the Study of _ are explainable, as are 90 percent of 
1hellnexplained. The association is a the 300 calls his 75-member group 

·:rve never seen one myself but · 
after interviewing thousands .Qf peo­
ple I'm convinced there are credible 
people seeing things that at this point 
have no scientific explanation," Gor­
don said. 

He said it is hoped that by showing 
the professionalism of private UFO 
research, the public will become 
aware it has a place to report 
sightings without fear of ridicule. 
PASO promises confidentiality to 
callers, he stressed. · 

PASU's 24-hoqr UFO hotline num· 
her is 838-7768. Correspondence 
may be sent to 6 Oakhill Ave., 
Green~burg 15601. ~-

,,~.,,... ·-
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tight m sky baffles stargarers 
Residents of Clark County, In east· 

em Kentucky, said the light was ac· 
companied by a bOOm that shook their 
houses around IO p.m. 

Robert Gribble, a spokesman for the Frtii Press Staff and AP 

:~; Michigan sky-watchers out for a 
meleor shower Tuesday night were· 
among people in the eastern United 
States who reported seeing a mysteri­
ous light that one local observer said 
"corkscrewed" toward the ground, 
leaving a vapor trail. 

A University of Michigan astrono­
mer who did not see the light said it 
may have been part of the annual 

· Perseid meteor shower. 

Bult Alan Svatya. 34, of Warren, an 
amateur stargazer and I I-year U.S. Air 
Force veteran who saw the light while 
watching the meteors with his wife 

.and a friend, said: "It didn't look Uke 
anything we'd ever seen before. 

"Anybody who saw it would have 
· rec~gnized it as something that didn't 

belong there. It was In another part of 
the sky. It started out as a polnt of light· 
and then corkscrewed toward the 
earth with a vapor trail, then it got, 
dimmer and sort of turned into a cloudi 
close to earth." 

Douglas Richstone, chairman of the: 
U·M astronomy department, said: "My 
experience Is these things always turn· 
out to be an airplane or a natural' 
phenomenon." 

National u: Re~ng Center ln Se- : 
attle, said rece ved more than 100 
calls from a region bounded by Michl· 
gan, Maine;· South Carolina and Loulsi· . 

2. 
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I UFO seekers 
1,-;.; . 

seek others 
WHILE we have slept soundly in our 
beds, members of Exeter UFO Group 
have been on Dartmoor searching the 
sky for unidentified flying objects. 

Now. :they .are . appealing for more 
people to come forward to join them in 
their search which they carry out 
twice a month, weather permitting. 

Their leader, ~fr Jeffrey James (37), 
who is writing a book on UFO sight­
ings in the West Country, has records 
of nearly 400 unexplained objects seen · 
sine~ .1967 by his group. 

He explained that' watchers soon get 
to know what is natural and what is 
not. He said: 'The predominate colour ." 
of anything extra-terrestial is always 
orange, not not pulsating. 

'We get quiet experienced at know­
ing what is a balloon or a $atelhte, 
which are always white or blue. 

'But it is really odd we have seen 
nothing of interest this year other 
than orangery lights over Hayter, 
which are not flares . 

'Ninetten seventy-eight was the big­
gest year for sighti:ngs in De\lon. It , 
was a strange co-incidence that we 
saw an object over Exeter on the very 
day that Genette Tate disappeared. 
I've never forgotten that.' 

Mr James is inviting anyone who is 
interested to contact him at 31 Wal­
pole Street, Exeter, or to telephone 
him on Exeter 59993. 
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U'llexplained light awes 
area residents, scientists 
By Jim Babcock 
STAFF WRITER 

Some Miami Valley night sky watch­
ers were among residents of several 
eastern states who were awed Tuesday 
night by a still-unfilU2.lai_~<_!_fillIB!lpfil!!L 
of light with a misty cloud around it. 

-·-·-Arr Goss;Turator Of-a5tronomy at 
the Dayton Museum of Natural History, 
said Wednesday afternoon he remained 
as mystified by the sighting as most of 
the rest of the scientific world claims to 
be. But he is convinced that something 
out of the ordinary was out there be­
cause he had been receiving calls all 
day from people who saw it. 

"It has been described by the people . 
who called as a little point of light that 
moved slowly from the southeast to the 
northeast over a period of 10 to 15 min­
utes. And they said it had like a misty 
cloud around it," he said. "They all saw 
it sometime between 10 and 10:30 
(p.m.)." 

Goss said the phenomenon described 
by the callers sounded to him like the 
light show that occurs during a "bari­
um release experiment" from an orbit-

ing manmade satellite. But when he 
checked with the Smithsonian Scientif­
ic Events Alert Network, it had no 
knowledge of NASA conducting such 
an experiment Tuesday night. 

Later, a spokeswoman for the net­
work, which also received calls about 
the sighting, told Goss that a follow-up 
check with NASA's Wallops ·Island, 
Va., test range, which normally con­
ducts the barium release experiments, 
cortfirmed it had done no experiment. 

"Of course, the Smithsonian spokes­
woman said that doesn't mean there 
couldn't have been an experiment re­
leased from another sight. But it is aw­
fully puzzling," Goss said. 

The fireball effects created by a sat­
ellite re-entering the atmosphere could 
be another explanation for what was 
seen, Goss said. "But it certainly sound­
ed most like a barium release experi­
ment," he said. 

Among the Miami Valley sighters of 
Tuesday night's unexplained spectacle 
were Judith Webb of 9064 Normandy 
Lane, Centerville, and her daughter 
Toni Dane of 9213 Stephanie St., 
Centerville. 

WAY OUTMAN! 

"My husband saw it first," said Mrs. 
Dane: "He had been out . .. looking for 
the (Persied) meteor showers and he 
said it started out as a bright ball of 
light - orangish-yellow - that had a 
halo effect around it. 

.. He came in screaming, 'Come out! 
Come out!' And by the time I came out 
it was moving up and leaving a vapor­
like tail behind it. Then as it climbed 
higher and higher, the light got smaller 
and the cloud got bigger. Then my hus­
band saw a light like a small star that 
moved along in front of it. Then the 
whole thing just dissippated. 

Mrs. Webb, who was alerted to the . 
sighting by her daughter, said it was 10 
p.m. when she and her husband ran out 
onto their patio to look at the object. 

"It was in the eastern sky," she said. 
"The light was very bright, and the 
cloud around it was very white. I'd say 
it lasted about five minutes or a little 
longer. 

"I've seen many, many meteorites, 
but they were nothing like this. I don't 
believe in flying saucers. But that sure 
as heck was something.", 

N_IK ~RS~W will tell you he's not the sort of person 
who 1magmes thmgs, but he's CONVINCED that he's seen 
aU.F.O. 

"It was a while back," Nik told us. "I was driving past an 
old qua~ry o~e night with a few friends when we suddenly 
saw a light m the sky. It began to do those incredible 
manoeuvres which would have been impossible for any 
normal aircraft to have made! · 

"We· were just stunned and stared at it for ages before it 
shot off at a remarkable speed. I'm sure whatever it was 
didn't ·come from this planet ... " 

Maybe you had just a little too many fizzy pops, Nikky! 
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Space engirleer thinks fireball 
was linked to Japanese rocket 

~ By GIDEON GIL 
" Steff Writer 

The mysterious glowing cloud 
that ,:hundreds of people saw over 
the ~ern United States on Tues­
day ~ght was caused by a Japa­
·nese"lrocket booster that released 
excess , 1uel almost 1,000 miles 
'aboye · ~artb, James Oberg, a 
space-sh·uttle engineer . in Texas, 
believes. 

Sunlight renected oft the vapor 
cloud that formed after· the sta· 
tion-wagon-Sized booster dumped 
cold liquid hydrogen . and liquid. 
oxygen fuel into s~ce - mucll, 

·like the sun renects off jet exhaust' 
vapors - Oberg said yesterday iii 
a telephone interview. 

But no sooner than the Texan 
had aired his theory, skeptics 
were trying to ground it. 

"I don't buy it at all," said 
Robert Gribble, a staff member of 
the NatlonaL.Yfll.Reporting Cen­
ter in Seattle. He said people who 
saw the object reported that it was 
climbing vertically at high speed. 
A rocket booster, he said, would 
have been moving across the sky. 
Gribble also doubted that an ob­
ject 1,000 miles high could be seen 
from the ground. " 

Gribble said Tuesday's . event 
probably will become one of the 
10 percent of UFO sightings re-

ceived by the center that are nev- have not seen the phenomenon 
er solved. because, until now, the United 

Morton C. Herald, a Clark Coun- States had not been downrange 
ty sheriffs deputy, had a different from a country launching rockets 
problem with Oberg's hypothesis. powered by liquid fuel, he said. 
It doesn't' explain the ground-shak· The Japanese only recently 
Ing boom that residents In central switched from solld·fuel rockets to 
Kentucky beard when they saw . the liquid variety, ·wfllch must re­
the Illuminated cloud. ,. lease exc~~1..tuel .11~ the gas 
. An ~nonymous caller repotted ~· . . t6 heal upiJt;:~revent an 

to the sheriffs office Wednesd&Y ,' · · Ion. ... ~ · ~~'~{· ' 
that be bad exploded some mor'~ ·. · , , " . W.ittt:w~ .. "ij>r")a Natlqnal 
tar-type fireworks, like those .set ~t'if0bau~t:1 ~d:' :Spi~: Adminls­
off during Fourth of July shows, ti'lt~ conb'.ado.r,. 'talc!,; the Japa­
Tuesday night. But Herald said b~ nese1'; satelllte :· W<Mlkt: tlave been 
doubted that pie fireworks wo,ul.d fiYi'8 nortbeas,t ~OYef:i·~uba, Ber­
have been sttpng enough to shake muq and just. oft. tbe East Coast 
houses a mile apart, as residents of the Ul,itted' Stat~ shortly after 
reported. 1 

. 10 'p.m., the·' ttrrie when people 
Oberg, 41, Is not one to back off reported seeing the object. 

in the face of criticism, however. He said be calculated the omit 
. He said be was hoping · his idea fropl the time Qf the satellite's 
would not get by without some- launch,. 4:~ p.m: · t;:oT Tuesday, 
body "picking a fight" with him. and traek.41ig1 dam. obtained from 

"Mr. Gribble is certainly wel· the North American Aerospace 
come to enjoy his own fantasy Defense Command ".1.Jt,, Colorado 
world, but popular estimates of sPrin&c;. . · · · 
motion high ~n the sky are notori· ~As .tor lfi. · ~e bo.om h'ear~ in Clark 
ously inaccurate," be 5'id. ~unty,. q>erg sale~· It~~ p~obably 

He said ~mllar vapor clouds ca~ by:..somethlna_yQfelated ·to 
from rocket boosters have been . {be :· gtq~_n:g :9bj~'.Cbecause ttie 
seen tor decades over Australia, · sound yias not reported elsewbe~e. 
where American spacecraft have . 'Wlijle still unconvtnced, sheriffs 
unloaded fuel, and South America,. . ~epµtj Herald sald,~"I :&l1ess that 
where Russian boosters have ·re- !BUY~, theory~ just aboilt as good 
leased their gas. But Americans as any. other/!;~; ... : :~ ~ ·,'<'· 
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Afternoon cuppa disturbed 
by a UFO 

CONVERSATION over a 
cuppa was interrupted for two 
Keighley pensioners by what 
they believe was a UFO. 

Mrs. Margaret Snowden, 60, of 
Delph House, Parkwood Rise, was 

having' a get·together with her 
neighbour, Mrs. Edith S~ncer, ~· 
when a strange sight cut mto their 
chat. 

Their attention had been drawn to 
the window of Mrs. Snowden's ninth 
floor fl~t by ~buzzing no~e outside: 

To their amazement, they saw an 
oval-shaped object flying towards 
the tower block from the direction of 
the Haworth/Oakworth moors. 

It was black on top with a silver 
rim round its centre, and disap­
peared towards Keighley town 
centre as quickly as it came. 

4 

"I could see it as plain as any­
thing," said Mrs. Snowden. 

"I didn't believe in flying saucers 
but I do now." Keighley police said 
they had received no reports of other 
sightings in the town. 

Leeds Bradford Airport said they 
had observed no abnormality or 

extra aircraft, though their radar 
was such it did not cover anything at 
a very high altitude. 

The Aeronautical Information 
Service at RAF West Drayton said 
there had been no reports of aerial 
phonomena from West Yorkshire. 
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LiFbs exist, 
speaker 
claims 

UFOs are for real, and it is time 
the government stopped keeping its 
information about them secret, 
members of of the International 
Flying Farmers were told Wednes­
day. 

Unidentified Flying Objects are 
from elsewhere in this universe, 
have a power system far advanced 
of anything known on Earth and 
probably don't mean any harm, 
claimed Richard Sigismund, a so­
cial psychologist from Boulder and 
the owner of a soon-to-open gold 
mine in New Mexico. 

But UFOs could create culture 
shock a!)d panic, and for that rea­
son the national government keeps 
a tight lid on the information it has 
collected and releases only that 
which it must under provisions of 
the Freedom of Information Act, 
the farmers were told. 

About 800 people are at the 
Clarion Hotel attending the Flying 
Farmers annual convention, which 
opened Sunday and will wind up 
with a flyaway breakfast at the 
Colorado Springs Municipal Air­
port Friday morning. About 150 
planes owned by the farmers are 
parked now at the airfield. 

Although many people scoff at 
UFO stories, there is too much evi­
dence to dismiss the reports as fic­
tion, Sigismund argued. 

The UFOs visiting this planet 
have a power source based on elec­
tromagnetic energy that negates 
gravity, a system far beyond the 
comprehension of earthlings, he 
claimed. 

Wherever reports have been 
made about UFOs, a common re­
port is when the craft sets down on 
the Earth's surface, all nearby ga!l; 
oline engines fired by an electrical 
spark sputter and die, Sigismund 
said. 

UFOs began arriving in the 
Earth's atmosphere in 1945, and 
the first act by the government 
was to impose a veil of silence 
about them becal}se the military 
forces needed time to investigate 
the invasion of the nation 's air · 
space, he claimed. 

S?RINGS GAZE11'E. 
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And U.1'.'0s ought to be a matter 
of serious t!oncern for the military. 
"If not, we had better revamp our 
military forces," he declared. 

However, a "coverup" is no 
longer in the best interest of the 
country, he asserted. 

The information now held secret 
should be released, because contin­
uing government silence will 
"erode confidence in goverhment" 
now that people know UFOs exist, 
he said. 

However, he claimed UFOs will 
spark culture shock when contact 
is made between representatives of 
that far-advanced society and the 
people of Earth. 

And because the least advanced 
culture is always more impacted 
by· contact, he claimed, a visit by 
UFOs could prompt young people 
to· look upon their society as second 
class and might decide it is not 
worth efforts to continue it, Sigis­
mund claimed. 

Reliable reports of UFOs have 
come from all parts of the globe, 
he said, citing Iran, Kuwait, the So­
viet Union, Cuba and, most re­
cently, Brazil. 

The Brazilian incident occurred 
eadier this year when a number of 
UFOs were sighted over Brasilia, 
bui· air defense planes were not 
swift enough to catch up with 
them. he claimed. I 

Sigismund said an early sighting 
of- a UFO occurred on the Front 
Range, when a Longmont couple 
claimed in 1968 they saw a UFO 
craft and went aboard it at the in­
vitation of the space travelers. 

- The couple told him they com­
mqmcated with the beings by ex­
t.t!·sensory perception, Sigismund 
said. . 

-Under the effects of hypnotism, 
he· claimed, the two both drew sim­
ilar pictures of the craft, which 
looked like many illustrated space­
ship concepts, and the husband 
sketched figures of crew members. 

Among the features of the be­
ings were bald heads with no eye­
brows, no observable ears, and 
ha11tls as long or longer than those . 
on a chimpanzee or orangutan. f 

WA.TFC~t>+CJ.lES1 ~£~ ~~ 
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'Media is under 
rTIVStery influence' 

REVELATIONS that mysterious influences 
caused the press to ignore a startling theory 
about aliens on Earth are soon to be made 
by Rickmansworth's UFO expert, Gordon 
Creighton. 

Mr Crieghton, a retired diplomat, will publish the 
revelations and repeat the theory in the magazine Flying 
Saucer Review, which he edits from his home in Cedars 
Avenue. 

In June there had been wide media interest in which 
the French astronomer and physicist, Dr Jaques Vallee, 
expounded his belief that visiting aliens do not come 
from outer space but break through into our world from 
another dimension . 

Dr Vallee, who was Steven Spielberg's adviser for 
Close Encounters of the Third Kind and was the model 
for the French scientist Lacombe in the film, said many 
aliens were already here, unrecognised and observing the 
human race. 

He added, however: "When we do see them arrive or 
depart, it's listed as a UFO sighting." 

Mr Creighton is now sure that the alients used a form 
of telepathy to deter the media from publishing Dr 
Vallee's theory, as only one newspaper reported the lec­
ture. 

He says: "This is alien control, and the aliens are not 
necessarily benevolent. I think this control is responsible 
for the mess the world is in . 

"I also think the aliens are most anxious that they 
shouldn't be rumbled. For that reason they spread the 
theory that aliens were extra-terrestrial, rather than from 
another dimension." 

Mr Creighton, who has previously told of spacecraft 
being· found crashed with dead aliens inside, intends 
putting forward the multi-dimensional theory and 
discussing the press blackout in Flying Saucer Review, 
probably in the same issue as he explained the recent cir­
cular depressions in cornfields in Hampshire and 
Wiltshire. 
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Lights seen 

in night sky 

The li~hts, which were also 
seen by a comme'rcial pilot 
r~gistered on the Syracus~ 

1 ~irpo~t's primary radar, which 
1 is ~esigned to ignore stationary 
' ObJects. 

T -R Special Report \ Most UFO sightings are final­
__ ..:_ __ :....::.!!:...:.:~---- ' ly explained by either a 

Authorities say mysterious 
lights reportedly seen in the 
night sky by residents of the 
Tuscarawas Valley and else­
where in the eastern half of the 
nation could be aircraft, 
rockets, meteor showers or 
something else. 

weather or astronomical phe­
nomenon, Gribble said. 

Melvin Hyler, who lives on 
Dover Township Rd. 32.9, re­
ported that he and four other 
persons witnessed a spiraling, 
pointed UFO. drift off eastward 
·froni New Philadelphia· late 
Tuesday night. 

More than 100 other calls 
were referred to the National 
UFO Reporting Center in Seat­
tle from a region bounded by 
Michigan, Ma ine, South 
Carolina and Louisiana. 

"I glanced up into the sky at 
about 10:15 p.m., and I saw this 
white object spiraling," said 
Edward J. Uiszkowski of 
Vestal, N. Y. "It looked like a 
bunch of fireworks followed by 
a white cloud." 

Robert Gribble, a spokesman 
for the UFO center, said the 
light must have been at least 
100 miles high to be seen over 
so large an area. 

"It was like three lights at 
once - red, green, and white._It 
was flashing on and off," said 
Tim Jones, an air traffic con­
troller at Syracuse airport who 
said he watched the lights for 
about 45 minutes early today. 
He said they periodically hov­
ered and veered randomly. 

Workers at Cape Kennedy, 
Fla., the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command 
in Colorado Springs, Colo., and 
the NASA facility at Wallups 
Island, Va., all confirmed there 
were no launches Tuesday. 

An astronomer said the 
sightings as described could 
not have been related to the 
Perseid meteor shower, an an­
nual event at this time of year 
that makes shooting stars visi­
ble with greater frequency in 
the night sky. 
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Who saw 
a UFO? 

A KeiJ,\~ 1vFo investiga­
tor has appealed for people 
who saw a mysterious object 
flying over the town to come 
forward . 

David Atkins, local repre­
sentative of the Yorkshire 
UFO Society, says it was seen 
by two Delph House pen­
sioners. 

It came from the direction of 
Long Lee and disappeared over 
Black Hill at 1 p.m. on Tues­
day, August 19, the flight path 
taking it over Parkwood, Fell 
Lane and Braithwaite. 

· Mr. Atkins says the pen- , 
sioners claim the buzzing object 
did not look like a nonnal 
helicopter or plane. Witnesses 
should ·phone Mr. Atkins on 
Keighley 680104. 

' ' EA~\ ~NGUAN \\MES, 
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Tel Aviv UFOs 11-:..v. 
Two brightly lit 

I 
unidentified flying objects 
have been spotted over Tel 
Aviv, alarming residents who 
called police and the 
weather service according to 
the Israeli daily newspaper 
Hadashot. 
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Hundreds see 
~ysterious 
light in sky 
By Craig Benjamin Toronto Star 

Space experts still can't explain 
a mysterious light - seen by hun­
dreds of people in southern Canada 
and · the eastern United States -
that crossed the sky about 10 p.m. 
Tuesday. 

. "I've never seen anything like 
it," said author and astronomer 
Terry Dickinson, who reported 
s¢elng "a small, bright, spiral­
shaped cloud the size of the moon" 
while driving near his home In 
Yarker, Ont., northwest of King­
ston. 

Dickinson, who writes the Sky at. 
Night column for The Saturday 
Star, said he "pulled over and 
watched as the cloud slowly ex­
panded and it moved west to east, 
lhe way a stationary Earth satel­
lite does. 

"It was very surprising." 
Dickinson contacted NASA head· 

quarters in Washington, D.C., the 
Goddard Space Flight Centre in 
Maryland, NORAD headquarters 
in Colorado and the National Re­
s~arch Council in Ottawa, but 
couldn't get an explanation. 
' He speculated that the object 

n;light have been a military sate!· 
Ii~, ' possibly Soviet, either crash· 
ing; ·inanouevring in the upper 
atmosphere. or releasini? gases. 

Robert Gribble, a spokesman for 
the U.S. National Reporting Centre 
in Seattle, Wash., said the centre 
received more than a hundred 
calls before staff stopped counting 
around midnight Tuesday. 

· The · calls came from an area 
bounded · by Michigan, Maine, 
South Carolina and Louisiana. 

· Gribble said the centre hasn't re­
ceived 80 many_ reports in such a 
short time or over such a large 
area in at least three years. Many 
calls were received three years ago 
when a satellite burned up as it 
entered the atmosphere. 
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Ah, those 
aliens in 
the attic 
C

onventi?nal analyse.s hav­
ing failed to explam why 
Ronald Reagan no longer 
wants to fight Soviet Com­

munists but instead wants to feed 
them - with, of all things, taxpayer­
su bsidized grain! - I eagerly 
plumbed the depths of Ruth Mon_~­
go_!P.~o:.'~li.~n~ ·-~mQ!Y{ Us (Faw­
·c:ctt. 1985) in search of ai1Swers. Be-
cause, well , let's face it. We may not 
like it. And it is a little scary. But if 
Mr. Reagan is a so-called Walk-In, a 
person whose body has been occu­
pied by a spiritual being from outer 
space, this could explain a lot. 

However, I must be brutally frank. 
There just ain't a whole lot of stuff 
in this book which is very en­
lightening, at least not in the sense I 
hoped for. 

For those unfamiliar with Ruth 
Montgomery, a blurb in her book 
says that she is one of our country's 
"most beloved writers," who used to 
write a syndicated column on poli­
tics and world affairs but has now 
turned her attention to "spiritual and 
psychic matters." And, we are told, 
Ruth Montgomery is a woman way 
ahead of her time, having revealed 
many spiritual wonders, including 
the existence of Walk-Ins, "long be­
fore Shirley Macl_.aine wrote about 
out-of-body experiences." 

More specifically, we learn from 
thi s book that : "Though many space 
beings, who are only souls like us 
that inhabit thought-worlds, actually 
incarnate here in the normal fash­
ion , some walk into full-grown bod­
ies, others are beamed down from 
spaceships, which are only thought­
ships that materialize as they enter 
into this dimension, and still others 
come here by mental projection. 
The highest are the ascended Mas­
ters, who are free from all limitation 
and can be anywhere they like in an 
instant. These Great Ones merge 
into omnipresence and emerge 
wherever they like through the sim­
.plest technique of identification." 

Oh, yes, and then there are "my 
Guides," of whom Ruth Montgomery 
has asked questions for 25 years -
the "soul s like ourselves who have 
had many previous lifetimes but are 
currently in the spirit plane, as we 
will be when we pass through the 
mysterious door called death." 

. 
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There, now. Got it? OK. 
Early on, Ms. Montgomery makes 

a plea for "open-mindedness" re­
garding the existence of extraterres­
trials. But I gotta admit what's true: 
I'm having a real problem believing 
some of this stuff. 

No, it's not the part where the 
Guides tell Ms. Montgomery that 
she used to live in Atlantis, in an­
other galaxy, in the Orion constella­
tion, and on the star Sirius. I mean 
very few people live all their lives in 
one place, right? People do move, 
right? And while the Guides are ob­
viously saying that this lady lived in 
these places during more than one 
lifetime, this is, nonetheless, clearly 
something about which reasonable 
people can and indeed should dis­
agree. 

And I do not find all that far-out 
Ms. Montgomery's story about the 
Colorado woman who is known to 
her wide following simply as 
"1'1ella," the "space name" we are 
told that was "assigned to her by the 
Ashtar Command, an intergalactic 
fleet " that has allegedly been cir­
cling us in outer space for millennia 
- a fleet the Guides say will evac­
uate "certain earthlings whose su­
perior development will be required 
when the New Age is scheduled to 
occur." 

Fine. No problem. I mean weird 
things have happened on the ground 
in Colorado, right? - things like the 
election of Gary Hart to the Senate. 
So. why not an intergalactic fleet in 
the air over Colorado? Nothing in­
consistent here. In fact , this story 
may be the best explanation of why 
Mr. Hart was elected in the first 
place. 

Jolin Lofton is a staff columnist for 
The Washington Times. 

And I find nothing exceptionally 
off-putting about the story of the 
truckdriver named Hal who, accord­
ing to the Guides, had this happen to 
him: "It was a physical experience, 
and the spacecraft existed in the 
third dimension, having been re­
created in earth's atmosphere after 
leaving the mothership aloft . He was 
taken from his bed in the truck 
sleeper in a dissolved state that you 
earthlings do not understand, but 
put aloft in the pilot's seat where he 
did indeed guide the ship and exper­
ience what he truthfully recalls. He 
was in physical form while in the 
ship and again when he awakened, 

7 C~('l " T 

and throughout, except for brief 
periods of removal from and return 
to the sleeper. It is a matter of al­
tered state that spacelings thor­
oughly understand , for since all is 
energy they know how to alter the 
vibrational patterns and manipulate 
the atoms." 

Hey, 10-four, good buddy! 1ruck 
drivers are the salt of the earthlings. 
And if Hal says this happened, far be 
it from me to question him. Again , 
no problem. 

And I certainly do not find far­
fetched the story about how Pres­
ident Eisenhower supposedly had an 
encounter with a small fleet of UFOs 
and their alien occupants at Ed­
wards Air Force Base in 1954. And 
that there, as he watched, "the 
humanoids disembarked from their 
craft, talked to Ike in English, and 
displayed their spacecraft technol­
ogy for him." But everyone present 
was sworn to secrecy because the 
president felt the world was not 
ready to know of such things, be­
cause to reveal this would cause a 
"panic." 

As Ms. Montgomery tells it, her 
Guides say the president should 
have told about this encounter pub­
licly before he died. But the Guides' 
criticism of Ike is unfair. He couldn't 
have told anybody about this, be­
cause the humanoids spoke to him in 
a language in which he was never 
fluent - English! 

No, I can't be "open-minded" 
about this extraterrestrial thing be­
cause of scars and cows. That's right, 
scars and cows. At one point, Ms. 
Montgomery tells about a "Diane·· 
who had "a clean surgical scar be­
tween her nose and lip," a scar she 
believed was caused by surgery per­
formed on a star ship by laser nee­
dles used to implant a replica of a 
soul from someone named ''Tibus." 
The Guides say this happened when 
"Diane" was 3. 

But sorry, I ain't buying this. I 
ain't buying the idea that space 
aliens can fly ziHions of miles and 
make themselves invisible, but can't 
perform surgery without leaving a 
scar. No way, Jose! This is too much 
to believe! 

And last and certainly least, there 
is the cow bit. Ms. Montgomery tells 
us about a Wyoming rancher, sup­
posedly _a_Qc!Y.~!~d at least twice by 

. UFOs, who thinks aJieu.&:ij!ufilated 
twoo(iils cattle =--a· vile act he-ong­
nally thought had been performed 
by "some sex cults from the univer­
sity." 

NEXT 'fAG6 
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But again, and I intend no disre­
spect, I must say, in the immortal 
words of Sam Goldwyn: on this one 
include me out! I haven't the foggiest 
notion why aliens would travel zil­
lions of light years to come here, but 
I am absolutely positive that it is not 
to mutilate cows! Perhaps they come 
here to milk cows, but not to mutilate 
them. Call me a bigot. Call me 
narrow-minded. I don't care. But 
aliens are not cattle mutilators! And 
please, don't write, my mind is made 
up on this one. 

'Oval flying saucer' shocks 

Margaret 

And finally, although Ms. Mont­
gomery will probably view this as 
heresy, her beloved Guides aren't all 
that smart, either. She says that in 
October of 1984 they told her that the 
federal deficit will continue to in­
crease, but then "taxes will be 
raised, and with the economy soar­
ing, the deficit will be whittled down 
rapidly." 

Rain theory 
.,. ' ·Mf'!J \ I j..'& 

But taxes don't cause an economy 
to soar! Increased taxes cause an · 
economy to stagnate and the deficit 
to soar! And anybody who disagrees 
is stupid enough to think that you 
also fight Communists by feeding 
them - which, come to think of it, 
may mean that Ronald Reagan, who 
also gave us the largt::st tax increase 
in history in 1982, is a Walk-In after 
all. 

over t at 
And remember: you read it here 

first. 

by Sue Biley 

A UFO enthusiast has 
come up with a theory for 
the silver UFO seen by 
two Keighley pensioners. 

Mrs. Margaret Snowdon, 

·60, of Delph House, Park­
wood Rise, was having a 
cuppa and a chat with 
neighbour Mrs . Edith 
Spencer, 90, when their 
conversation was inter­
rupted by a strange buzzing. 

:gou~N~M~um~ svG~\Nc;. E.c..~o 

Skr lights 
"3\~ 
SIR - I wonder if any 

of your readers can help 
me? Du.ring June and July 
several people reported 
sightings of unusual lights 
in the sky •to tihe "Echo" 
including Mr. Peter Chai-­
man of· West Howe. 

Do~£GT 
A~ Gr C(:, l 0.. S~ 

The British UFO Re­
search Association is dedi­
cated to unbiased, scientific 
investigation of unidenti­
fied flying objects and 
usually we manage to find 
a.n ordinary explanation 
for sightings of such 
phenomena. 

consequently, could any 
readers who observed un­
usual lighw during this 
time please write to me at 
the address below giving 
e. full a.nd precise account 
as possible. - .. AUL 
FULLER, 83 Alresford 
Road, Wlnche~t.~~t•i. 8 

F 
Looking out !he window they 

saw a weird, oval-shaped object 
flying towards Keighley from the 
direction of the Haworth / 
Oakworth moors. 

It was black on top with a silver rim 
around its centre and disappeared 
towards Keighley town centre as 

(!uick!y a~ !t ca!'!"!e. 
David Barclay, of Shipley, 

who writes about UFO's, said 
as the sighting occurred just 
before a downpour. it could be 
linked to the theor y of baro­
metric pressure. 

It is thought that pressure in 
rocks produces electricitv,. 
which in tum produces a 
glowing aerofonn. 

Mr. Barclay,, is currently 
forming a group in the Aire 
Valley to study all aspe<'tS 1~ f 
the paranormal. 

Believe 
Mrs. Snowdon said she :.aw 

the UFO "as plain as anr 
thing " 

"I didn't believe in flying 
saucers but I do now," she 
said. 

Keighley police said they 
had received no reports of any 
other sightings in the town. 

The Aeronautical' Informa­
tion Service at RAF West 
Drayton said there had been 
no reports of phenomena in 
West Yorkshire. 
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What was 
Sta:rgazersi. get an ·extra treat 

By Dan Hughe• 
New•Sun Staff Writer 

SOUTH CHARLESTON - There were as many explanations as 
scientists Wednesday, but oone seemed to fit th s .· ·· · · 
or~~!!!ch fell through the stratosphere Tuesday night and glowed in 
the southeast sky for at least five minutes. · , 

Miami View Elementary School science teacher Jim Soermer, IO 
students, thei_r parents and a lucky visitor from the News-Sun ogled 
almost unbehevably as a very un-cometlike orb with a wide white 
tail fell slowly about 10:30 p.m. Tuesday, did a couple of spirals and 
hung as if in suspended animation. 

The brightest component of the unknown phenomenon died out 
but a large white cl~ud drifted to .t~e northeast, bright and clear t~ 
the naked eye. · 

It took Soermer, on· loan to Clark Technical College for a week-

long "Become· a Stargazer" pro­
gram, a few moments to remember 
a 13-inch reflecting telescope which 
stood only a few feet away from the 
amazed spectators. Almost in uni­
son, his younger charges and their i 
parents · ran to the telescope, 
grabbed powerful binoculars and 
jockeyed for a better view. 

"Until I hear a better explanation ' 
from the government, I'm calling it \ 
a UFO," ~?ermer said Wednesday 
afternoon. Some scientists sus­
pected the phenomenon was an es­
pec;ially active Persied meteor 
shower, but Soermer said it was.,in 
the wrong part of the sky, and its 
behavior was nothing like a meteor. 

"I've never seen a meteor spiral · 
like that did, and remain lighted for 
so long in the sky," he said. "I can't 
figure out what energy could have 
caused that." 

He speculated like others that it 
might have been a release of barium 
into the atmosphere to test satellite 
tracking, but NASA officials at the 
Lewis Research Center in Cleveland 
claimed no knowledge of a rocket 
launch necessary for the release. 

"Something's going on that 
they're not telling us about," he 
said. I 

Aerospace specialists told The · 
Boston Globe Wednesday that the 
most likely explanation for the 
sightings was a rocket launched late 
Tuesday by the National Space 
Development Agency of Japan. 
James Oberg, an aerospace engineer 
and author in Dickinson, Texas, 
said the Japanese rocket was the 
" overwhelmingly . likely" explana­
tion for the sightings. 

Oberg said a doughnut-shaped 
cloud is typical of sightings that in­
volve sudden .release of rocket fuel. 

There was plenty going on during 
a crystal-clear night on a dark Xe­
nia-London Rd. without the mys­
terious cloud. Soermer and some 
pretty sharp pre-teens watched nat-_ .-

ural wonders like Venus, the Moon, 
Saturn, Mars and Jupter stretched 
across the southern sky like a celes­
tial necklace. 

They observed the break in the 
rings of Saturn, twin stars, constella­
tions, the stellar bounty of the 
Milky Way, nebula of a distant gal­
axy, meteors, and man-made satel­
lites speeding around the earth's 
orbit with their solar panels reflect­
ing the sunlight. 

Mindy Holtz, 11, visiting from 
Fort Wayne, Ind., and her friend 
Suzanne Saksa, 11, drew their ver­
sions ofthe moon's surface between. 
giggles under a flashlight while 
Soermer oohed and aahed at the sky 
like any other kid. 

"I really am just an overgrown 
I I-year-old, but I'm able to buy 
more toys than they can," he said. 
"I'll tell you what, though, some of 
these guys are a step and a half 
ahead of me." 

"I've always liked looking up in 
the sky," said Ben Babian, 11 a 
sixth-grader at Roosevelt Middle 
School. "It just goes on forever." 

Babian talked about things like 
any other I I-year-old, like building 
a modern pony express - space sta­
tions spaced 267,000 miles apart 
from here to Mars, with fresh space 
shuttles and crews stationed on each 
of them to make the journey to the 
red planet easier. 
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He also announced plans to de­
velop a telescope for NASA with the 
capability of seeing through 15 bil­
lion light years. Why? "Because that 
was supposed to be when the uni­
verse started, and I would be able to 
see the dawn of time." 

Babian's friend, Scott Plankey, 
10, from Rolling Hills Elementary 
School, posed an interesting adden­
dum to the theory. 

He said he questioned the wis­
dom of the super-scope because, "I 
heard that if you push it all the way 
you'll see God looking back at you 
- telling you you've gone too far." 
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,UFO sightings still a mystery 
The mysterious light that was seen in 

the sky in the eastern third of 
North America coincided with a 
meteor shower but some astron­
omers say it probably was made 
by a manmade object such as a 
satellite. 

Tom Bolton of the David ' Dunlap 
Observatory north of Toronto. 

"But we're not sure which satel­
lite it was and we're not sure what 
the material was that was 
released," be said. He added there 
was no indication the material was 
harmful. 

the thousands of satellites orbiting 
the planet. 

But Ronald Stoner, physics and 
astronomy professor at Ohio's 
Bowling Green State University 
said be suspected the display was 
caused by the meteor shower. The 
annual shower, produced by the 
remnants of a comet, lasts several 
days. · 

Toe light, variously described as 
a pinpoint or a spiral or a glowing 
cloud, was seen from Louisiana to 
Canada about 9 p .m. CDT Tues­
day. 

Paul Oles, the director of the 
Buhl Science Center in Pittsburgh, 
agreed that the lights probably 
were caused by a manmade "It is caused by little bits and 

pieces 01 dust from the comet. 
They're very small," he said. "If 
there were a larger piece, and an 
icy piece of material, something 
about the size of a snowflake, il 
might well cause something like 
this. It would vaporize and leave a 

A Canadian scientist said the 
light was sparked by debris from 
an unidentified satellite. -

object. . 
"We have a pretty good idea of 

what it was not, more than what it 
was," Oles said. "It was not a Per­
seids meteor associated with the 
shower that was going on." 

"The satellite was actually seen 
in the telescope here and we had a 
report from an amateur astron­
omer (who) saw it and saw the 
release of materia~t," said 

He speculated The 1ights came 
from a release of gas from one of glowing cloud behind it." ~ 
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My" stery Ii• ght -- Gribble said the light must have been at least 100 ·; miles high to be seen over so large an area. 
· · · \ - • But an astronoiner said the sightings as described 

• could not have been related to the _Perseid meteo.r 

Seen In GT shower, an annual event at this time of year that makes 
_, shooting stars visible with greater frequency. 
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From staff and wire reports 

TRAVERSE CITY - Local residents are among hun­
dreds of people . in the eastern United States who re­
ported seeing a mysterious ~t in the s~ Tuesday 
niglif, ana officifilS fOday COU1 ~ot say whether it was 
an 8ircraft, a rocket, a meteor shower or something 
~~ . 

"It reminded me of when the space shuttle blew up, 
when the booster rockets were doing loops in the sky," 
said Jeff Gendron of Traverse City, who saw the light 
while fishing _on East Bay with Jim Oviatt, also of 
Traverse City. . 

"When I first saw it, it looked like a glowing cloud, 
and then it started like a tight spiral," Gendron said. 

Another fisherman on Arbutus Lake also reported 
seeing the light, which lasted from shortly ·after 10 p.m. 
to about 10:30 p.m. and moved slowly, low in the sky, 
from the south-southeast toward the east. 

"It started out real tight and bright. It looked like an 
airplane comirig in," said Jon P. Benn, an employee of 
the Hagerty _Insurance Agency of Traverse City. "Then 
it changed into a swirl of gas and gradually dissipated, · 
as the smoke, or whatever it was, cleared. It was pretty 
strange." , 

Both men said they've talked to others who saw the 
mysterious object. They said they've never seen a UFO 
before, and that what they saw didn't look like any 
meteor or Northern Lights display they bad ever seen. 

The local reports are identical to those seen over a 
wide area east of the Mississippi. _ 
-Robert Gribble, a spokesman for the National UFO 

Reporting Center in Seattle, said be received more than 
100 calls from a region bounded by Michigan, Maine, 
South Carolina and Louisiana. -
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· Mystenous light .. 
sighted in East ,, . 

People scattered over much of the I 
eastern United States reported ·a · 
mysterious light in the night sky;-, 
anti residents of K,entucky SS:id they:. 

-heard a belom and felt their houses<~ 
shake. "· 

The phenomenon late Tuesday ,: 
coincided with the Perseid meteOr" 
_shOwer, an annual occurrence IaSt· 
ing several days. - · -.~ 

"l glanced up inti> the sky a(. 
about 10:15 -p.m., and I saw tfu.L 
white object spiraling. At first, :_ I" 

. thought it was an aµ-plane or some- .. 
thing." said E<twardJ. Uiszkowski 'of-" 
Vestal, N.Y. •11t looked like a bun~h~ 
of fireworks followed by a white·-~ 
cloud." · : 

There were ~ reports in · 
other parts of the East. Robert Grib­
ble, a spokesman for the .Natiorial 
.lllQ_Reporting Center in seattle, 
said he received more than 100 calls 
from a region bounded by Michigan, 

· Maine, South Carolina and Louisi· 
ana. II 
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J. ANTONIO HUNEEUS 

After Oberg 'Jakes 
The Case, Another 
'UFO' Is Bagged and 
Marked 'Identified' 
On the night of. August 12, thousands and perhaps mil­
lions of Americans saw a mystrious cloud-like phenom­
ena over the Eastern and Central U.S. The reason there 
were so many witnesses was due to the late summer 
skywatching of the Perseid meteor shower. Although 
some experts suggested the luminous cloud could have 
been linked with the concurrent astronomical event, 
most did not. 

Others, like the National Weather Office ill Colum­
bus, Ohio, proposed the phenomenon was caused by "a 
controlled release of barium gas from a satellite," yet no 
such launches were reported by either. NASA or the 
Department of Defense. UFO groups, like the National 
UF~ Repo~ing_ Center in Seattle or the Center for YEQ_ 
Studies m Illin01s, were swamped with calls reporting an 
explosion in the sky, moving lights, and so on. The 
sighting remained technically speaking a "UFO" for little 
over a day until it was identified correctly by James 
Oberg, the spaceflight expert and author from Houston, 
Texas, as the launch of a Japanese satellite. 

Oberg has distributed a complete report of this inter­
esting sky phenomenon, describing step by step how he · 
solved the case. Of course, he could draw from his vast 
experience in solving similar cases, such as the "lumi­
nous clouds" seen in the Southern Cone which are linked 
to So\'iet satellite launches from the Plesetsk Cosmo­
drome, as well as similar occurrences in Australia caused 
by launches from Cape Kennedy. I myself have assisted 
Mr. Oberg in the past regarding Argentine ~Chilean 
reports of alleged UFOs; caused in fact b)Z,.'Soviet 

]. Antonio H uneeus is a freelance science writer who has 
frequently covered space affairs for publications in North 
and South America. 

launches of Kosmos Early Warrling and Molniya weather 
satellites. 

'1\t about 10: 00 PM EDT on Tuesday, August 12, . 
1986; nearly the entire eastern half of the United States 
was treated to a spectacular celestial apparition," begins . 
James Oberg's report. With the exception of Florida 
which was covered with clouds, practically every other 
eastern and central state, from Texas and Oklahoma to 
Michigan, Illinois, New York and New England, and even 
Quebec and Ontario in Canada, were treated to the 
spectacle. "It had probably the largest audience of any 
UFO ever witnessed in North America," wrote Oberg. 

~efT. 4 

SPACEFLIGHT EXPERT and author James Oberg 
(above) has identified numerous UFOs as Plumes from 
space shots from various countries. A typical c{oud 
phenomenon (below) caused by a Soviet rocket, which was 
widely m,istaken for a UFO, was photographed in N altchik, 
USSR, in 1967. 

Serious UFO investigators have recognized for a 
while the problems of percepcion that human beings 
have in accurately describing a given visual stimuli. The 
great cloud event of August provides a good example. 
Here are some of the descriptions collected by Oberg 
and myself from the news media. "It started to get bigger 
and it had a tail. By the time we got out of the truck, it 
had begun to spiral. It lasted for a few minutes, then 
became like a dim star and floated toward the west." 

\\ 



OB€~ C.~N'T 
. The ?escriptions of the object .wi~ a ~piral shape are cates Oberg's report, "I was able to produce a hand-
mt~res~? ~ecause they ma~. tie m WI~ a series of calculated map which showed.the object heading up the 
so call~d sprr~-shap~d UFOs re.ported m the People's east coast at about 10 PM EDT. Its altitude was about 
Republic of C~a durmg the late 70s. We'll have more 1500 km (almost a thousand miles), well high enough for 
~.0 ~ay .~bout t!1i~ later;, Here '!I'e some of the pertinent it still to have been sunlit even though the ground below 
sprral descnptions: I looked at the sky around 10: 15 had been dark for more than an hour" 

p.m. and s~w this w~te object movjng like a spiral,'' said With regards to the culprit its~lf. this is -the fuJl 
Edward U1szkowski from Vestal, NY From the same description of the Japanese rocket and its payload, as 
area ~ound ~yracuse; amateur astronomer Denise furnished by .Oberg: "The names of the vehicles were a 
Saba~ descnbed the event "as a Rinpoint oflight. . .. little confusing. The booster was called the 'H-1 ' and it 
rel~asmg some type .~f refl~c~ve gas in~~ the air, ~d as was the first launch. It's second. stage was powered by 
the ~as was ~ele~sed m~o ~· it was as if 1t was spiraling the new 'LES' engine, using super-cold liquid oxygen as 
around the p~pomt of li~h~. . fuel. Two payloads were deployed: an amateur radio 

Other similar descnpt.Jons came from astronomer satellite variously calledJAS-1 Gapanese Amateur Sat-
Karl Kemper from th~ Dunl.ap Observatory in Ontario, ellite #1), J0-12 Gapan OSCAR 12), or 'Fuji' (py the 
w~o spoke of a starlike object surrounded by a small builders); the geodetic mirror satellite, EGP ('Experi-
sprr~ . clo~d; and Chuck Barnes from Detroit, who mental Goedetic Payload'), or 'Ajisai' ('Hydrangia 
descnbed it as "glowing like a spiral pinwheel standing Flower'). The booster was 1aunched from Tanegashima 
on end and moving on a line from southeast to Island off Kyushu at 5: 45 AM JST August 13 (2045 UT 
northwest." . Aug. 12), after a 14-minute hold. Precise tracking data 
. By contras~, other descriptions were rather from N.ORAD allowed a perfect match of sightings to 
mnacurate and, m some cases, erroneously assimilated space vehicle." 
to u.nrelated events. An air traffic controller in Syracuse, With an iron-clad solution on his hands, Oberg co·m-
for mstance, talked abut "three simultaneous red, green municated it immediately to the Smithsonian Scientific 

and white lights" hovering on and off over the airport. Eve~t ~etwork in W~shington D.C., ·.N.ORAD ~ublic 
"It turned out " wrote Oberg "he was watching B-52s Affarrs m Colorado Spnngs, NASA Public Information at 
land at nearb; Rome AFB, s~veral hours after the real the Kennedy St>ace Center, and two private groups he 
UFO, ' although his account was confused in the news oelongs to, the Committee for the Scientific Investiga-
media with the spiral-cloud event. tion of Claims of the Paranormal (CSICOP) in Buffalo, 

Other cases involved an explosion in Clark County, NY. and the Mutual UFO Network (MUFON) in Texas. 
Kentucky which coincided with the celestial phenom- As mentioned earlier, Oberg has become known and 
enon. According to Deputy Sheriff Larry Lawson, "the respected within the UFO community for his accurate 
people said t)leir homes shookand windows vibrated as investigation and identification with space launches of 
if there had been an explosion or earthquake ... They several, some spectacular, UFO incidents in Russia, 
said the whole sky lit up! " In the end, the explosion was South America and elsewhere. He has tabulated over a 
caused by the setting off of illegal fireworks and had, of dozen, well-documented cases both in the USSR and the 
course, absolutely nothing to do with the cloud in the Southern Cone which were directly related with satellite 
sky. Oberg reflected that, "these cases illustrated the deployments from the Plesetsk cosmodrome, located in 
power of coincidence, in which two concurrent inde- the Soviet Socialist Republic of Karelia, north of Moscow 
pendent events can easily (and erroneously) be inte- near Finland. 
grated into a single unsolvable mystery." The cases were particularly difficult in the beginning 

So what about the solution to what millions of because until 1983 the Soviets didn't officially recognize 
Americans saw in the sky or heard thrugh the media the existance of tllis space facility. This meant that per-
regarding the August 12 event? By the morning of the fectly prosaic rocket launches seen by thousands of 
13th, James Oberg, who works as a spaceflight com- Russians had to be ascribed to exotic UFOs because, 
puter expert at the McDonnel Douglas facilities near the officially speaking, the launches had taken place thou-
NASA Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas, heard sands of miles away at the Baikonurffyurai:am Cosmo-
about the previous night sensation. He also learned that drome in Central Asia. 
the Japanese had launched two satellites during the same But there is also a South American by-product to 
night. It immediately occurred to him thatthe two events these launches, .due to the fact that the Kosmos early 
were most likely linked. Because of his familiarity with warning "spy" satellite and other military payloads are 
similar cases of "luminous clouds" cased by space launched from Plesetsk. Because of the orbital path of 
launches elsewhere in the world, Oberg indicated that the rocket, . the satellites are placed on its final orbit in 
"my initial hypothesis about a propellant venting sprang the sky over Chile and Argentina. When the separation 
quickly to mind. Such a phenomenon was unheard ofover of the rocket's last and fourth stage takes place during 
North America," he added, "but the new Japanese rocket sunset, the sunlight interacts with the booster's combus-
test was also the firsfof its kind." tion gases and forms large "luminous douds" or tenuous 

The spaceflight expert e:icplained that there were was "doughnut-shaped" objects interpreted as UFOs by mil-
some initial difficulties due to a confusion of names, as lions of South Americans. A perfect match between a 
well as the exact launch time and its terminology, but the Plesetsk launch and a South Amerjcan "UFO" sighting 
full picture sonn became clear. ·~ed with a good liftoff has been furnished by Oberg for at least half a dozen 
time and with known orbital inclination and period," indi- cases in recent years. In fact, the Plesetsk "luminous 

cloud" has become a distinct family of so-called Identified 
Flying Objects (IFOs). 

\1. 
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_ Perhaps more curious, because they are still waiting 
for a final solution, are a series of night-time sightings of 
luminous "spiral-shaped" objects reported in China 
between 1977 and 1981. These cases became a cause 
celebre for the relatively new UFO movement in China, 
mainly because of the amount and the caliber of the 
witnesses. Astronomer Zhang Zousheng and other pro­
fessionals described in detail what was called "a spinning 
vortex," "a material object that was rotaing and prop­
agating outwardly," and so on. The sightings were con­
centrated in Szechuan province, but were also reported 
in other provinces as far as Tibet. 

"While UFO enthusiasts have accepted them uncrit­
ically," wrote Oberg, "experienced analysts have voiced 
the suspicion that they actually involved space 
launchings. These intuitive suspicions," continued the 
spaceflight expert and author, "were encouraged by a 
recent official Chinese disclosures of the cancellation of 
the 'Windstorm' space booster, which through the 19?0s 
was being developed in competition to the 'Long March 
3' booster; there were several flight tests, including one 
unsuccessful satellite launching, although precise dates 
were not provided." Until the Chinese authorities do so, 
the "spiral-shaped" cases will have to remain catalogued 
as "UFOs," technically-speaking if not in actuality._ Yet 
given James Oberg's highly successful track record of 
identifying famous UFO incidents with activitie·s from the 
space programs of various nations, we suspect that his 
hypothesis to explain China's celebrated "spiral UFOs" 
with the "Windstorm" space shots may tum to be cor­
rect. 

I:N-C2. ANDE~CSON HE.RALP 
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Mysterious lights 
in eveni_ng sky 
spark debate 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
A mysterious light show that flash~d -~~!:_~s~ _ the 

nigh~ sky .east pf the Mississippi sparked earthbound 
d·ebate Wednesday with few able to agree on what 
caused it. 

It was described as everything from a pinpoint to 
a moving spiral to a glowing cloud to "a big ball of 
fire," although astronomers said it probably was re­
lated to the annual Perseid meteor shower. 

RESIDENTS OF ONE KENTUCKY county said they 
saw a bright flash and then their houses shook when 
something went bump in the night with a bang like 
dynamite. 

" It was the scariest thing I ever saw, but it was 
pretty, all white," said Brenda Newton of Rochester, 
N.Y., who saw the light about 10 p.m. Tuesday when 
she and her parents went looking for a place to 
watch the annual Perseid meteor shower. 

She thought she saw a meteor, but "then it started 
to get bigger and it had a tail. By the time we got out 
of the truck, it had begun to spiral. It lasted for a few 
minutes, then became like a dim star and floated to­
ward the west." 

"IT WAS DEFINITELY NOT a meteor," said Denise \3 

c.c~·\ 

·-- .lights • • 
(Continued from PaQe 1 i 

Sabatini, vice president of the 
Syracuse, N.Y., Astronomical 
Society. "Meteors burn off after 
seconds. This lasted five to seven 
minutes. It was really quite spec­
tacular." 

Some speculated it was a satel­
lite or rocket release of barium 
gas, used to study the upper at­
mosphere. But workers at Cape 
Canaveral, Fla., the North Amer­
ican Aerospace Defense Com­
mand in Colorado Springs, Colo., 
and t: • ., ::.\SA facility at Wallops 
Island, Va., _all confirmed there 
were no launches Tuesday. 

Others thought it might be a 
satellite breaking up in the atmos­
phere. 

"WE DIDN'T show any sched­
uled space objects to re-enter the 
atmosphere at that date and time 
and location. Right now that's all 
we have on it," said Capt Sig­
mund Adams, media relations 
staff officer for the Aerospace 
Defense Command, which tracks 
satellites. 

There was speculation it was 
the failure of a new Japanese 
satellite. But officials at Japan's 
Tanegashima Space Center said 

-there was nothing wrong with the 
vehicle. 

TOM BOONE, director of the 
Rauch Planetarium at -tlie Uni­
versity of Louisville and a. m~~­
ber of the Smithsonian's SC1entif1c 
Event Alert Network, said the 
network received reports of the 
lights from nearly every state 
east of the Mississippi River. 

Only residents of Kentucky's 
Clark County, east of Lexington, 
heard a boom accompany the 
light show. / / 



:Flying saucers' cap~r~ the world's imagination 1>t:"TR~~.,;.~€.l 't>R~ss 
in the 1950s. Now sightings are rare and interest q 8 ~ 
is lagging - except for a fe~ seemin~ly normal I' •KE 
people who have seen UFOs· in the skies~. They ·M 
in~lude Tiger Darrell Eva.ns, Betty and Joyce of Mt bt

4 
· · 

Laings~urg, and .Marie and Walter, who have us 
seen nine and think they have been ·chosen. · 

TOYOURBELI RS 

D 
eep in the heart of Mich­
igan, in ·a small home 
with fl~'!ered wallpa-· 
per, nu.mature spoons 
hung on the Wall and an 

embroidered dining room tablecloth, 
lives a middle-aged woman from the 
South who believes tbat when she was 
9, she was abducted from the family 
farmhouse by two aliens. 

Marie figured this out only recent­
ly, although for years she suspected 
something very strange had hap­
pened to her family. On her left thigh 
was a deep scar, in the shape of an 
upside-down heart, that she didn't 
remember getting. In her head was a 
vivid memory-of her mother, a very 
religious woman, kneeling in a white 
nightgown in front of the window, her 
long black hair braided. down her back 
and a shotgun on her shoulder. She 
was firing into the night at what she 
has always insisted were three little 
boys, dressed in white, trying to steal 
her chickens. 

"My moth.er," says Made, 
"wou)dn't harm anything, or anyone. 
Now, why would my mother take a 
shot at three little boys, when she had 
10 children of her own? She certainly 
remembers firing the gun, but oh, she 
won't talk about it. She gets so up­
set." 

In 1983, Marie and her husband, 
Walter (they have asked that their. 
real names not be used) began seeing 
UFOs. Between them, they have seen 
nine, the last one in April. Usually 
they appear in the couple's largey3rd, 
but once a UFO followed them home 

. from bowling, and once it accompa­
nied them . to a Flint radio station 
Susan Ager is a Detroit Ma,aziu JIQff 11/rikr. 
Hob Zllba is a ftw.la11e~ artist franc Plaitu. P_a. 

BY SUSAN AGER 
ILLUSTRATIONBYBOBZUBA. 

where they were to appear on a talk 
show about UFOs. . 

Marie and Walter began to Suspect 
they had been "chosen." To see a 
single UFO is the event of a li(etime. 

· To see more than a half d<W.en raises 
eyebrows, even among UFO believ­
ers. So Marie documented their sight­
ings, writing the details in perfect 
penmanship in a spiral-botirid note­
book. 

They joined the Texas-based Mu­
tual UFO Network (MUFON), the 
nation's last remaining organization 
·for UFO devotees. Its membership 
has dwindled to about 1,500 people 
for whom UFQs are a mystery mo{e 
profound than the Holy Trinity, more 
meaty than why there is air. The sky 

-is their laboratory. 
Marie and Walter, who had never 

belonged to anything but a bowling 
league and a few fraternal organiza.: 
tions like the Elles, became volunteer 
UFO investigators, banging' a map of 
local UFO sightings on ·their laundry 
room door. . 

Lastyear,ataMUFON symposium 
in St. Louis, Marie gingerly submitted 
to hypnosis by a New York City artist 
who claims success in helping people 
remember abductions by aliens. 

Under hypnosis, she reca1led the 
night her mother shot at the chicken 
thieves. ~ remembered, she saJ", 
being called from her bed by two 
short, skinny beings with enlarged 
heads, big eyes and slits for mouths. 
She remembered them helping her 
float through her home's locked front 
door. She remembered being exam­
ined in a spacecraft. She remembered 
a cut being made in her left thigh and 
samples of skin and blood and flesh 
taken from the wound. She remem-

/q 

bered the sound of something being 
shoved deep up her nose, "like when 
you bite into an apple and there's a 
snap." 

She suspects a "teletracer" was 
inserted in her nose, to. mark her the 
v.ray rare wild birds are tagged. She 
believes the many UFOs she and her 
husband have encountered are no co­
incidence. She believes they are 
~racking her. 

"We're awestruck by it," says Wal­
ter, "but we are trying to investigate 
it. We would like to experience more. 
I want to communicate with them. I 
want to see them. I would like to go on 
a craft if I could do it, and experience 
what they've got ... I have tried to 
!eave my mind as blank as I could, as 
receptive as possible, and I have tried 
to communicate by thinking, 'Come 
closer. I want to know you. I want to 
~<now where you are from, and what 
rou are doing.' I've tried both," with 
::o apparent success. 

With Marie and Walter when she 
w2s hy9notized was Dan Wright of 
::..;;rsing, a member of MUFON's 
'J~;::rc of directors. "I can't tell you 
v.ri:h certainty that it really happened 
to her," says Wright, accustomed to 
:ncredulity. "But I think you'd be im­
?ressed by how traumatized she was 
in reliving it under hypnosis. If that's a 
fantasy, it's a real extreme one. She 
was crying her eyes out, just hysteri­
cal." 

Each night before she goes to 
sleep, Marie sits on her bed and 
searches the sky, visible behind bowl­
ing trophies on the bedroom window 
sill. UFOs are table talk in that house­
hold. Although. few of their niends 
know of her abduction, all know about 
the iights and shapes the couple have 
CO~'T 



Bsl.1-cvcc:Rs C.oN'T 
But a 1985 poll by Northern Illinois 

seen in a sky that's black and boring University presented this statement 
for them. . . to 2,000 Americans: "It is likely that 

"Nine people out of 10 are enVI- someof theunidentifiedflyingobjects 
ous," says Marie. that have been reported are really 
G p, ft-1 e. ma_Y suspect Ma- '. soace vehicles from other civiliza-
\ ... ' I : ,_,, .. ne 1s nuts. But i tfons." Forty-three percent agreed; 
t :·. ~ &~ ~,,.~'· what a cosmic kick 46 percent disagreed. Only U per-
~-Ji'#.;>JlL... it would be to be- cent weren't sure. 
\._'j] ~~ lieve her! Documented within the computer 

system of the Center for UFO Studies 
Unless we dine at her table, we (CUFOS) in Evanst~n. Ill., are some 

don't hear much about UFOs any- 1 · 180,000 UFO sightings dating back 
more. We're a nation grown weary of four decades. Most - more than 90 
Jightsintheskyandsuspicioustalesof , . ·percent, experts S<'.Y - are er.:.sily 
cryptic missives from Arctur_u~, ~op- i · explainable as aircraft, s;itellites. 
ularized by Hollywood and triVIahzed . birds, stars, planets, meteors 0r 
by big, black tabloid he,adlines ~~ch as i i weather equipment. Ofaers ca:::. be 
"I Bore a Space Alien s Baby. 1· . identified as rare but scien~ically ac-

Big-city newspaper editors dismiss cepted natural phenomena: ba!l light-
most UFO reports as old hat or the l ning that runs along utility wires for a 
fTibberishofgeeks.Estab!ishmentsci- 1 moment, then vanishes; swamp gas 
~nee won't embrace UFOs any more that sends flame.:; flickering over 
than it embraces the Loch Ness mon- marshy areas; even strange, glowing 

d . f 
ster. The government dose its .or- , plasmas that some geologists believe 
ma! UFO investigation in 1969 and / · are forewarnings d earthqual<es in 
hasn'treopenedit.Andcertainlyvery I : seismologically uns'.able areas. 
few people are seeing things any- ; ! Only about five percent of rep:Jrted 
more. 1 : UFOs cannot be e:~plained away by 

"The last three years have been l conventional means. Most U?O re-
virtuallywithout UFO activity~ti01:- searchers say only one possibility re-
wide.'' says Dan Wright, whom his mains: We are not alone. 
unpaid job with MUFON keeps track For much of the befuddled public 
of UFOs in 17 Midwestern states. - too smart to buy the extraterres-
"We in the business feel we're over- . trial explanation without proof, too 
due for another flap." i human to reject such a fautastic no-

. "We haven't had a major wave of I tion ouuig.l:t - the lJFO is!l ;i~ is in 
sightings since 1973, which makes it the same bag as John F. Kennedy's 
the longest dry period ever," says I assassination. Will we ever know for 
David Jacobs, a Temple University 1 • sureifLeeHarveyOswaldactedalone 

h · It 1 or as part of a conspiracy? What would intellectual historian w ose spec1a y 
is the UFO controversy in America. , we demand as proof? Who would we 
He also teaches the only regularly believe? Do we care anymore? 
scheduled course on UFOs at any For others, UFOs are so11:cwhat 
American university. Enrollments for . akin to life ail.er death. There is no 

physical proof that heaven or hell the course have faLen __ :-om z.bout 30 exist, and God may be a figment cf our 
in the mid-1970s to as fev,• as eight in frail psyches, too, but it can't hurt to 
recent years. believe. 

Public opinion seems to h2·;.:; ~ard- Says historian Jacobs, "We're 
ened on UFOs. The last Gallup Poli floating in a never-never land regard­
that asked about them, in 1978,found ~ ing UFOs. The evidence is not com­
that one in nine Americans said they plete one way or the other. These are 
had seen a UFO, something in the sky the most amazing and spectacular and 
they couldn't identify. Most Ameri- eri.raordinary claims ever made. Ex­
cans - 57 percent - said they be- traordinary claims require extraordi­
Iieved UFOs were real, and not imagi- nary evidence." UFO researchers ad­
nar>J - about the same percentage as mit theirs is almost entirely 
say they believe ir1 ange!s. That p~U circumstan::.ial. 
never asked pe0ple ·w~at :'.-:ey 
though~ the UFOs were.. 

"It's really one of the most m.ind­
boggling situations, yet my firm con­
viction is that this is not just a no!l­
sense subject," says Jacobs. He 
pauses for effect: "It's e~ther the 
most important, most amazmg event 
ever, or it's an interesting-but-worth­
less trivial footnote to history." 

.<~~ r~ ext June_will mark tte 
1·· ·" -, L 1 40th ann:versary of <:te 

' 
4 ~ ?"/:~. ~...::.-~l "(__~7.:; ::c. . 

Of c.::iurse, rolts li\Q.v.e 
...__ ·--.... seen bizarre things in 

the ~kv Si Ne~ -tkev ~tt.. ... 1ed 
\ OO\.c.\\~'19 up. 

concluding an object is truly 
unid=ntified and passing it 
along to MUFON headquar­
ters in Seguin, Tex. There, 
the most legitimate of the 
cases 2re sent to CUFOS in 
Dlinoi.;; , where a committee of 
scientists attempts to solve 
them. 

"They're a group of more 
or less anonymous people, 
some known, some not," says 
CUFOS president Sherman]. 
Larsen, who founded CUFOS 
with skeptic-turned-re­
searcher J. Aten Hynek in 
1973. Larsen says CUFOS' 
review committee wants no 
publicity, partly because 
UFO research is not consid­
ered an asset on one's cunic­
ulum vitae. "We don't talk 
2bo~1t them," he says, refus­
ing to name any members. 

Hynek, the godfather of 
the UFO movement, invested 
half of .his life in UFO re­
search. At frrst, he was· a UFO 
investigator for the Air 
Force, a diehard skeptic who 
made enemies in Michig<m in 
1966 when he d.isrrJssed the 
lights that hundreds of people 
saw that year as "swamp 
gas," a conclusion he said he 
later regretted. By the !ate 
'60s, he had become con­
vinced UFOs were a mystery 
worth pursuing, saying: "You 
can't cail all of the people liars 
all of the time .. , 

•5 ~ON'r 
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In h~sfirst book, "The UFO I , "It wasn't too long· ago . According to accounts the 

E~enence,'' he said of those maybe a month ago, that sh~ women wrote within days af­
w o see UFO~: "They ... 1 call~d me," says Joyce. "She ter their sighting, Betty was 
have had expei:ences as real had1ustgottenhomefromthe 1 standing at her back door 
~o them as seemg a~ com- supen:riarket, and could ' ~aitiug. for her dog to finish 
mg ?.own the street 1s to oth- swear 1t was there, and she its busmess when she first 
ers .. H~ wrote ~t, after ill- wo,uld !lot go out to get her 1 saw it, an amber light, mis­
vestigatmg th~ top1cfor m~y grocenes. ! went over and shapen like a rising sun, that 
years, he f e.lt the frustration ~elped her. 'Joyce saw no th- "was so bright I squinted.''. It 

- Betty will not read ab:jut 
UFOs. "I've told Dan 
C\Yright), if ~ou ever come up 
with something and can sit me 
down and say, 'These are the 
fact~,' I wa~a hear from you. 
Until that time it's so much 
theory." 

a pe~o~ IDight experience in mg, an? felt no ·dread that was about 70 feet from her, 
descnbmg the col<?rs ~!a sun- something was lurking near- she guessed, and 20 feet high 
set to one bor:n bhnd. by. . . '.llld approaching her as if it 

Although his !12flle is n.ot Betty~ a computer opera- . !?tend~d. to land in her yard. 
well !mown o~ts1~e UFO Clr- tor at Michigan State u niver- I got spooked,' " she wrote, 
cles,nedescnbe~mthatbook sity, will not talk about what and. came inside. "I leaned 
t~re~ ca~egones of ~FO she saw six.years ago. When ag~st the door and tried to 
Slf.~~mgs _m words .that, like a she reluctantly agreed to ap- convi.r;ice ;?yself. I didn't see 
B1bucal htany, raise goose- I pear at a regional MUFON anything. 
bumps on the necks of those meeting several years ago, Wh~n she looked again, it· 
who believe, or want to. sh~ sat trembling as Dan w:as still ther~, _100 feet more 

Ina "close encounter of the I Wnght described the encoun- distant, as brilliant as _before. 
first kind," Hynek wrote, a 111 o cl '"* She called Joyce, who walked 
UFOisvisibleintheairwithin iUSI @n ri over with her teenaged 
500 feet of the observer. In a want lo talk daughter. Jpyce, Betty and 
"close encounter of the sec- about it," Betty· theiradolescentdaughtersall 
o~d .kind," the UFO lands says. 1.11 w~::; vern.r stood at the door of Betty's 
wtthm 500 feet of the observ- 11.. 11• .. : ¥ kitchen for an hour and a half 
er. In a "close encounter of 1DL'!n.•WJe&:~'9'~"J~.~ l:ll:l the drawn drapes behind 
the third kind," humanoids HIS sort!' C i ~~~~E1~D' them, and watched as the 
are visible within the UFO, or totally. &tr V'.fGS light blinked on and off, visi-
ar: seen on the earth outside . extremeiy ble at times to only some of 
of it. f • h • them, spinning and changing 

1 11'119 teDH~g le colors - red, blue, green, 
Hynek died in April, a puz- me and it's !m""'i amber and off-white - occa-

zled man. He never saw a ' , ·- . UFO himself, and he never over. I ve always sionally flashing beams of 
learned what it was that ev- felt it was light on the house. For a few moments 'Betty saw one of 
eryone else Sa.w. something that her rose bushes illuminated 

would occur by a beam from the object. 

aga
• II!! I Joyce urged Betty to call 
1n ••• l:iiven c etty Carlisle and ak n... • someone for help. But, at 

., Joyce Burt -had las Gioiii10UI ct now least for the first hour of the 
. never heard of J. makes me shake encounter,Bettywouldn't. "I 
Allen Hynek inside.'' felt I couldn't," she wrote. 
whentheyexperi- Now, she says, "I'm not a 

enced their close encounter. person normally controlled 
Six years later, they consider . ter to the crowd. She had re- by anything but myself, but I 
themselves hostages to its fused to tell it herself. absolutely felt I was con­
memory. "It's the type of thing_ I trolled by this ... It is some-

"When I come home at just really don't want to talk thing that does ha·,re powe'r, 
night, I still run from my car about it," she says. ·"I was and can more or less get you 
to the door. I won't look at the very non-believing in this sort to do w~at it :vant_s · · ._ r ha<l 
sky, because I'm so afraid if I of thing, totally. It was ex- the feeling this thing di~ not 
.look it might be there," ·says. tremely frightening to me want me to tell anyone. n.fay­
Betty, 40, who lives next door and it's not over. I've alway~ be .~~at' s part of .my fear nov:. 
to Joyce -in Laingsburg, a felt it . was something that Iv~ had friends say', I 
small town near Lansing. would occur again. It has in- hope 

1~ happens to me. I 
terrupted my life for too long wo~?n t wish that on any-
a time. Even to.talk about it one. 
now makes me shake inside." 

Ho 

Joyce at first found herself 
oddly frightened by lit can­
dles, even in church, becai.:se 
they reminded her of ·the 
burning brilliance of the UFO 
she saw. -unlike Betty, Ehe 
has read book after book 
about UFOs, although "be­
fore, I couldn't have cared 
less about it." Often, she sits 
up in bed in the middle of the 
night, as if a voice had called 
to her. "I wake up and think, 
'It's out there. I know it is.' 
But I'm hot going to go to that 
window to look." 

Says Joyce: "We knc\IJ 
what we saw. We know how 
we felt that night. It's in the 
past for both of us, but th i!. 
little fear is around eve~v 
once in a while. We have no 
idea why it picked her, or us 

' hat those 
' Laings­

burg wom 
en saw six 
years a20 

fits a changing pattern of 
UFO sightings, according 11> 
data collected by CUFOS. E~ 
perts say the pattern holds 
worldwicie: 

UFOs have gotten bigga· 
from the size of a house to the 
size of a football field. Flyi~ 
saucers, or disc-shap~ 
UFOs, have given way mote 
often to flying boomeranr, 
Silver and metallic objed 
have been replaced by thins 
with very.bright lights; sor..e 
times witnesses aren't evea 
sure there is anything tang 
ble behind the light. The. 
lights are almost always red 
green and white, or a comb 
nation of those. No one eve.­
sees purple lights. 



SE.L\ li\1€~S c. ~ N'T 
Almost 7 5 percent ot s1gi: Within weeks, thousands of According to_ one psychia- Yet, the fantasy appeal of 

ings occur between 6 p.r reports flooded in, including trist. "hysteria over the ext:-tterrestrial visitors re-
and 6 a.m., compared with tlle many from peoJ)le who said Id "t f ,, t mams,fedbysuchHollywood 
early days when ciaylight they had seen something wor .~1 ua ion was ~ blockbusters as "Close En­
sightings were much mme strange before Arnold had. blame. . E~~ affected,,, ' counters of the Third Kind" 
common. UFOs used to fiy but lacked the courage to he predicted, will recover. · and "E.T.," which depict 
very high, but now they cm~ e speak up. ·Neither the world, nor the aliens as sweet-tempered and 
down to e;.rth. They hovev The first Detroit report population, reeovered. UFO 1 even vulnerable. 
over treetops, backya :--d came two weeks after Ar- sightings continued into the- Even those who would dis­
sheds, freeways. Sometime nold'ssighting, whenahouse- 1950s and '60s. Outlandish misspeoplelikeMarieasnuts 
they change colors. Some wife said she saw a flying sil- claims were made. Some peo- are silenced by certifiably 

· times they vanish, then reat" ver cake pan with a silver halo pie described long conversa- I sane people - celebrities, 
pear. ·above it. Others saw donuts in tions with lovely women from I even - who have reported 

"They've come closer~ the sky, washtubs, spiders, Venus. A few recalled sexual UFOs. Among them: 
the ground with each sue saucers emblazoned with the interludes with aliens. Books 0 Actors William (Capt. 
ceeclir1gwave," sayshistor~ American flag. Most of the 1 like "Chariots of the Gods," Kirk) Shatner and Jamie 
Jacobs. "Nobody knows thiri:- reports were junk. the igno- 1 which claimed astronauts (Klinger) Farr. 
- it's not reported - so it ranee and illusions of people I from other galaxies had been o Former WJR disc jockey 
not possible the whole wor!cl propelled by news of flying visiting the earth for centu- Marc Avery. 
could be i.'1 cab.00-cs (m,) this. saucers to scrutinize the sky n"es st'"'etched c'"'edibili'ty to 

~ T ~ r,.., r\ • '- ..... • ' • • · O A former Florida governor :::>:.!:, ...i-".;s rare,y taJV for ~e first time. the breaking point. (who saw UFOs from .,; .. _ 
O.:ii: 1 about 2 ,0()0 cas~ Things got crazy Jet fight · -.. · a.u 

· chased · · - Folks have ••• planes on two diffetent occa-\. c.:.~ . ;~..:.::: liiclude any ev1 ers lights in the sky 
cle~c.e or l~W\Clii.\~;..;,hiel.\ near the White House. Navy bizarre things I• sions)andaformerOhiogov-
VY'la'i W\c.lude a c..\1rc.le ts{ Hellcat planes were ordered the sky since ernor (who saw one while 
$<:ovthe.d e~v-t\.-1, a "'i"'C) on ale:t at tru: Grosse Ile ~::i- they sltlrled :~i~ !1il~~)gh Michigan 

~s...;ir•ed ~ ... ., ::!!.~~an~ loold= The DJimmy Carter, who as 
The changing constellations The state of Kansas, which cha Georgia governor saw an ob-
amazed early man. Solar still observed prohibition at constel llS ject in 1973 that was "bluish 
eclipses and lightning were th t · announced that · at first, then reddish, then 

th ods S P u1 e ime, amcaecl early lumm" ous but not solid." signs from e g . t. a none of its residents had seen 
was knocked off his horse by a a flying saucer, but that proud IRCIR. Solar 0 And Detroit Tigers first 
bright light on the road to claim didn't - couldn't - ecllp .. s allcl baseman Darrell Evans, w!io 
Damascus. The prophet Eze- last long, sfuce tiplers '!"d = ... Ing were spotted a UFO with his wile 
kielsawwbeelsinthesky, "so t~~otalers alike were seemg ns from the from the.patio of their former 
high they were dreadful." things Pleasanton. Calif.. home in 
The French philosopher Vol- Ne~spapers reacted with gods. St. Paul 1982. They waited two years 
taire wrote in 1752 of visitors bemusement: "Here, There, was knocked off before telling anyone about it. 

~:1 ~:t~e ~~ ~~ ff;b'i Everywhere!" 0~~ h~~e his hor .. by a Evans, along-time believer 
waves. Hundreds of peQple in ~~~~e :!~on;:~ llrlght I~. on in extraterrestrial life and 
Michigan .and thousands "disc-crazy." Capt. Eddie AL.- road lo UFOs, said this of the silent, 

.... triangular craft with brilliant 
more around the country re- Rickenbacker, the World War DamascUs white lights that he and his 
ported a mysterious airship in I flying ace, said, "There • wife watched: "It was as if 
the skies throughout 

1896 
must be something to them, they had singled us out ... I 

and 1897. fortoomanyreliableperso~ Legitimate UFO research- guess I'd always hoped 
Kenneth Arnold is the man have mad~ reparts 0 1?-~em. ' ers writhed and.moaned. The there'd be something like 

responsible for the UFO But, ~e said With ~trtotic fer- lunatic fringe, over· which it this, something that would 
hoopla of the past four dee- vor, If they do exist, you can had no control, was casting all come in peace." 
ades, although if it wasn't him rest ~ured that they are UFO reports into doubt. 
it certainly would have been ours. _ In 1969, after a controver­
someone else. A pilot from . H~es sprung up alm~t sial scientific commission 
Pendleton, Ore., Arnold in immediately. Studen~s ht concluded UFOs were ex-
1 une 194 7 spotted nine candl~, wrapped plastic dry plainable or harmless, the Air 
bright,. saucer-like objects. cleamng bags around ~em, Force shut down the formal 
flying near Mt. Rainier at a I ~en set them aloft, trigger- UFO investigation it had be­
speed he estimated at 1,200 I mg_a flurry of UFO reports gun in 1947 (which was only 
miles per hour. "It seems im- until ~e candles burned out I half-hearted at best, critics 
possible," he said, "but there 2~ mmutes later and the hot say.) Though sightings con­
it is." arr that kept ,,the bags up tinued in spurts, the govern-

cooled down. Unret~ed ment's dismissal of the phe­
photog~aphs of genume nomenon was the beginning 
spaceships" later proved to l f · · o 
be pictures of hubcaps tossed ogyf the end o big-time UF lo-
in the air. · 

\1 



D
an Wright was 
21 when bis fa­
ther, a trucker, 
returned from a 
long trip and 

told about a brilliant pulsating 
light. "as big as a house," that 
accompanied him up U.S.-31 
near Hart. "f ve driven thou­
sands of miles, from 1947 to 
1970, and that's the only 
time" he saw a weird light, 
said Marshall Wright recent­
ly from his home in the Grand 
Rapids suburb of Wyoming. 
"I'm convinced it was from 
outer space. although when it 
came out in the newspaper. 
they said it was a weather · 
balloon released from Du­
luth." 

But Dan shared bis dad's 
conviction. Eight years ago, 
having read every book about 
UFOs that he could find, he 

joined MUFON. "I wanted to 
do good," he says. "I wanted 
to be part of the solution." 

Binoculars accompanied 
Dan Wright everywhere 
those first few years with 
MUFON. He was a novice 
skywatcher. He didn't want 
to miss a thing. And he want­
ed to be sitre before he al­
lowed his heart to start 
pounding wildly. 

II 

So he was primed for some-
thing amazing that cool eve- Dan Wright describes his 

' I 

• ! 

ning in September 1978, and first UFO as artfully as a fish- ' 
he spotted it immediately. ennan describes the big one Then he got in his car. 
"Pull over!" he shouted to a that got away, as poignantly started it; backed it out of the 
companion who was driving. as- a poet describes his first field and drove away, waving 
He leapt from the car before it lost love. The memory lin- goodby to the lights. "I was 
had quite stopped and whis- gers sweetly years later. probably five miles away be­
pered "Wow!" as a craft re- His second UFO, two fore a fog lifted in my mind 
5embling a huge boomerang, weeks after the first, ap- and I realized what I had done. 
with two mammoth spot- peared while he was with his I had acted exactly the oppo­
lights, whooshed silently over wife on the patio of their site of the way I wanted to act. 
all four lanes of 1-94, then 1 home. She shrugged her My conclusion was that I had 
over Dan Wright's head. He I shoulders and strolled inside I been had. I had been kept at 
dashed after the thing and as he sped away, alone in his bay, perhaps for my own 
happily sprawled belly-down car, to chase the thing for good. 
in a recently harvested corn- miles on twisting country "Whatever these intelli-
field to watch the craft roads gen th d t ed thr gh his binoculars as it · ces are, ey o no ne 

ou . . He finally came face-to- weapons. They just bend your 
hovered seductively. over. a face with it in a moonlit field. I mind a little, and you go 
nearbygroveoftr~.t?Odis- c_ontrarytohisd~pestambi- away." 
tant to make out. distinctly• tions, he could not approach 
too n~ar to be nustaken for it. He stood paralyzed at his 
anything but unusual. car, the door open, flashing 

his headlights at it like a fool. 
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Among Dan Wright's UFO 
c:ollectlon is this Clrawing of 
an aHen, with notes describ­
ing the vehicle It arrived In. 

Hours later, shaken and 
awed, he told his wife the 
amazing things that had come 

. to pass.· "She thought it was 
interesting - but not com­
pelling," he says. UFOs had 
become a tumor in their once­
compelling marriage; they 
split soon afterward. The 
same thing has happened be­
fore, to those on the margins 
of science. 



Now 39, Dan Wright is 
alone, sharing a modest Lan­
sing home with another man, 
a linen truck driver. On paper, 
the two are incompatible. 
Wright has a master's degree 
in political science, and makes· 
$32,000 a year as a policy 
analyst for the state Depart­
ment of Social Services. He 
has a well-ordered mouth of 
chunky white teeth, wears 
knit ties and slip-on leather 
shoes. He looks like a young 
Republican. 

He leads a Clark Kent exis­
tence: a mild-mannered bu­
reaucrat by day, a leader in a 
shrinking national UFO 
movement by night, fighting a 
never-ending battle for truth, 
respect and the Intergalactic 
Way. In his bedroom are his 
bed and his MUFON office: a 
desk and two file cabinets. 

He owns a videotape of 
" Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind," which includes 
the classic. line, voiced by 
Richard Dreyfuss' whiny and 
disbelieving wife: "Was it like 
a taco? Was it like one of those 
Sara Lee moon-shaped cook­
ies?" It is Wright's favorite 
movie. La~t year, he spent 
about $2,000 on postage and 
printing for MUFON, al­
though the expense is deduct­
ible, since MUFON is a non­
profit organization. This 
summer, he took two-thirds 
of his three-week vacation to 
research correlations be­
tween UFO sightings and 
Michigan's fickle weather 
conditions. 

His housemate has a high 
school degree, tends toward 
jeans, T-shirts, motorcycles 
and stock cars, has more lady 

friends at a time than Wright 
has ever had, and "doesn't 
need to read books to be suc­
cessful." 

Yet the two have become 
friends of sorts. "He thought 
my interest in UFOs was a 
cllriosity. He'd never read or 
gone out of his way to learn 
about them. He just accepts 
it. He's typical," says Wright. 
"He is Joe America." 

GELl~VteRS Ca:iN'r 
differ of the same auto acci- Hereis where believing be-

ot money, but 
cookies and 
coffee have fu­
eled UFO re­
search in this 

country for the past decade 
and a half. "There's nothing 
as exciting as sitting across 
the kitchen table from some­
one who has just seen some-
thing," says Wright, who has 
investigated about 50 UFO 
sightings in eight years. 

A small cavalry of amateur 
investigators around the 
country takes UFO reports 
(referred by local police de­
partments and airports), then 
interviews witnesses and vis­
its the area of the sighting. 
Standardized forms are filled 
out. Sample question: "Did 
the object(s) or light(s) flut­
ter? Spin? Blink? Pulsate? Ap­
pear solid? Have fuzzy edges? 
Have outline? Wobble? Vi­
brate? Glow? Appear trans­
parent?" Pencil sketches are 
made of the UFOs, many of 
which resemble onions, pick­
les and other kitchen items. 
Nerves are soothed. 

dent. And UFO investigators, comes a real challenge: In 
busy with their lives, don't about 600 cases, investiga­
have the time or energy to tors say, psychologically sta­
follow up every case. ble people have reported be­

Says Ron Westrum, a soci- ing abducted by aliens. Some 
ology professor at Eastern UFO researchers believe 
Michigan University who has aliens from perhaps a half­
been a UFO investigator for dozen different parts of the 
12 years: "I wrote up one universe may be visiting the 
investigation just this month earth, because descriptions 
that I'd been sitting on for of the beings fall into several 
three years. A typical case, an categories. 
ordinary, run-of-the-mill "In the 1950s, almost ev­
case, takes a good eight hours ery charlatan went to Mars 
of time. You're talking chunks and did the two-step with Je­
of three evenings. When sus, who was alive and well 
there really is a big flap, as there. These people were an 
there was in Michigan after enormous problem" for seri­
'Close Encounters of the ous UFO researchers, says 
Third Kind' came out (in Jacobs, and the researchers 
1977), I had 25 cases. responded by rejecting as a 
There'snowayyoucaninves- hoax any story involving ab­
tigate 25 cases. At most, I did ductions. Until the stories 
halh dozen." started piling up. 

Plus, it's a lot like working Says Jacobs: "If you have 
at an airport security check: one (abduction) case, you 
most suspicious things turn gotta say, 'Forget it.' But if 
out to be nothing, and the you have 100 cases, or 200, 
work can get boring. People and they all fit the same pat­
call about UFOs that turn out tern, describe the same· 
to be V~nus, f?r ~p~e. things, say the same things, 
~estrum s favo~.te is one~- and give details that are· 
C1den~ ~e ~s the He~b1e ·amazingly similar, you have: 

Wright even sends Christ- case, m which a man_ ruck- to step back and say, 'What. 
mas cards to UFO-spotters named the_ UFO ~t rug~tir, the hell is happening here?' " 
he has interviewed, "to let flewoverhishouse Herbie, Soci 1 · t W trum 
them know I'm still here if and conversed with the thing ? ogis .es says 
they need me.•• by flashing his car headlights abductions by ~ens are real, 

"Most observers don't as it flashed its lights back. but are _ not gtven .credence 
want me to tell them it's a Westrum watched one night bec;ause people _don t want to 
UFO," says Wright. "They and concluded within mo- belie~.e ~uch things can ha~­
want me to provide them with ments that Herbie was aii air- pen. It s the same reason it 
a prosaic answer that will re- liner switching from cruising to?k so long for the battered 
lieve them. The closer it was, lights to landing lights as it chil~ S}'.Ildrome to beco~e a 
the more the person wants it ·glided over the man's house public ;ssu~ - . p~ople JUSt 
to be something normal." toward a nearby airport. couldn t believe it. . 

The investigative process So, an investigator calls . Larsen, at CUFO~, is sk~p-
is imprecise. A minuscule airports and the National tical a~ut 3?.Y ca~ mv?lvm~ 
percentage of UFO sightings Weather Service to cheek out humanoids: That s prunan­
is ever reported. A UFO is mundane possibilities before !Y whe;t the kook fringe_ fits 
there and then it's gone. Wit- (always in a counterclockwise "}·:e r~.very, very cautious 
nesses are startled and often direction) and/or depres- 0 ose. 
terrified, especially if it came sions in the earth presum- Yet, ~use such reports 
close. Recalling the event in ably from landing' gear. In ar~ unbelie~~le _and fright­
exact de~ may be as ~cult Michigan, says Dan Wright, e_rung and titillating, abduc­
as recalling a dream. Estimat- the last good landing case was tion cases recently have sto­
ing the size of objects in in l968 in a farmer's field len almost all the attention in 
space, especially when seen near Albion UFO circles. 
at night, is a challenge. Ac- · "It's the longest shot, and 
counts from witnesses of the there's more potential for 
same UFO differ, as accounts fraud, but what a payoff you 

can get if you've got some­
thing!" says Marcello Truzzi, 



Se.LI e '"= t\S CGN'T 0 Althoughthealiensfallinto 1910s.::neyareamall-town 
~Eastern Michigan Univer- I several ca~e~orM:s, the most people, M~nnell says of 
sity sociologist who directs common VlSltor 1S about 3lh }h= ~many ~who~ I 0 Why has one never landed 
the Center for Scientific ~4lh feet tall; ~emely ible r qw e gull in a spot where there are 
~omaly Research, reflect- skin' almpaleost flat; with smooth ''They are not scientific . plenty of witnesses: on the 
mg. ~>n. the publicity, mass . as as par~t; thinkers. White House lawn, or in Cen­
public mterest and scientific with absolutely no hair, not 1 "This kind of stuff" con- j tral Park, or in the Yosemite 
renown a well-documented e~en e~ebrows or lashes; 1 tinues McConnell •'vritether Valley, or even on a parking 
abduction would generate. with a slightly enlarged head, faith healing or UFOs (sug- ramp in downtown Cleveland? 
But he adds that he is "not no neck, arms that reach to gests) there's lots of illogical D Why hasn't a single UFO 
personally impressed" with the knees, very large, al- thinking and silliness out ever crashed? Why hasn't a 
~e stories. "I do think these mond-shaped eyes, and a slit there, and that's dangerous single ~~· clearly not of 

UFO tracker Dan Wright: 
"Most observers don't want 
me to teU them it's a UFO." 

of a mouth. They are often for our society. We feel an I e~y ongm! ever been left 
dressed in a silver, one-piece educated modern society behind or expired here? Why 
garment with built-in footies, should iu:ve as little of this hasn't a single rivet or screw 
made of a substance that re­
sembles woven aluminum 
foil. No alien has ever been 
reported to resemble E.T. 
D The abductors show no 
emotion except surprise, and 
perform physical examina­
tions of their victims very 
clinically. 
Q_The abductors communi­
cate only rather mundane 
things like "Come with me" 
or "Lie still." They never 
make paternalistic promises 
or cosmic pronouncements 
about the fate of the earth. 
Nonehaseversaid, "Take me 

people experience something to your leader." 
potentially interesting topsy-
chology. I don't know what 
the hell's wrong with them." 

UFO researchers say the 
parallels among the abduc­
tees' accounts are inexplica­
ble, since their stories rarely 
are published in newspapers. 
However, the researchers do 
not hesitate to describe out 
loud what some of the paral­
lels are: 
0 Many abductees have a 
straight-line scar on their up­
per left thigh, running from 
the buttock to a small gouged 
area. This presumably is 
where aliens cut into earth­
lings to take tissue samples. 

0 The abductors never speak 
aloud to their captives. They 
communicate telepathically. 
If they make any audible 
noise, they bum. 

0 Most often the abductees 
are not led fighting and 
screaming to the spacecraft, 
but are "floated" in against 
their will. 

ow, for a word 
from the skep­
tics: 

"They're 
just plain 

kooks. You wonder bow they 
tie their shoes in the morn­
ing," says Jack McConnell of 
those who say they've been 
abducted. M~Connell was, 
until July, an astronomer at 
Michigan State University. 
He has since taken a job with 
NASA's Space Telescope Sci­
ence Institute in Baltimore. 
He is a member of a national 
organization called the Com­
mittee for the Scientific In­
vestigation of Claims of the 
Paranormal. 

Its acronym is CSICOP. 
UFO believers call it Cyclops. 

McConnell attended MU­
FON's annual national con­
vention in June in East Lan­
sing. Only about 150 people 
attended, about half the num­
ber that came in the late 
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(UFO, from Page 17.) 
kind of stuff as possible." 

CSICOP's aim is to debunk 
not only UFOs, but astrology, 
numerology, the Loch Ness 
monster, Big Foot, the Ber­
muda Triangle, faith healing, 
reincarnation and other para­
normal phenomena that many 
people have believed in for 
many years. 

Its members, and other 
skeptics, pose three pointed 
questions about the notion 
that UFOs are piloted by ex­
traterrestrial visitors: 
0 Even if they have devised a 
miracle technology to allow 
them to travel close to the 
speed of light, it would take 
many years. for them to get 
here. Why would they spend 
that effort to visit us, a planet 
in the boondocks of the uni­
verse, with technologies ap­
parently far interior to their· 
own? 

Darrell Evans, who spotted 
a UFO in 1982: "It was as if 
they had singled us out." 

or piece of a headlight that is 
clearly not of earthly manu­
facture ever turned up at a 
UFO sightin~ site? Why is 
there no physical evidence left 
behind - not eten an alien 
earring? 

"They do the Japanese one 
better," says Dan Wright. 
"These things don't break 
down." 

The grim fact remains: 
The ideal UFO has not ar­
rived, the one to blast away all 
doubt, suck away millions of 
federal defense dollars for 
UFO research, and firmly es­
tablish UFOs in the public and 
scientific mind as a mystery 
worth solving. 

• 



"It would happen during 
the daytime," says Dan 
Wright. "It would be tracked 
by both a military base and a 
commercial airport on radar, 
with no other known traffic in 
the area. It would land after 
havingbeenseenbyhundreds 
or thousands of people at a 
low altitude so as not to be 
mistaken for a conventional . 
aircraft. 

"It would land on some 
public property, such as in a 
park. It would have been pho­
tographed by at least two per­
sons from different cµigles 
and locations. It would leave 
landing traces, in the manner 
of depressions in the ground, 
scorched or swirled vegeta­
tion underneath, and a high 
incidence of magnetic .radia­
tion. 

BELIE'VE~S 
C.e N'T ~ 

. "And following that would T . -
be a public official to say, 'Yes, . ·-e,e .. - n· 
it wasreal, andisawit, too.' " · · 

When that happens, those . 
of us Who didn't ya~ or roll '. . .. -',,,~- .. '-:.O~;-;-r,;-- .-<' ;::,·:· .•. " 
our eyes would certainly be- . ~. · ::• · ·.« -,-: ·. ~ : 
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bi ff.Ii '· to·,:,'mermaid 
afterOFO encounter 

A WOMAN who insists she was impregnated by 
an alien being from another galaxy has recently 
given birth to a mermaid. 

The infant is completely normal from the hips up, but 
her lower torso ends in a mermaid-like tail with scaly 
skin instead of a pair of legs and feet. 

Because of the young mother's hysteria, the baby 
(named Sirena because of j .'; -,.;. DANIEL PETERS I 
her odd resemblance to the _ . NT - • 

sirens of ancient times) insists the space creature 
has been removed to an made her pregnant." 
orphanage until a family "Yes, we have witnesses 
willing to adopt it can be to the baby's birth," local 
found. missionary Matthew Per-

Neighbors say the un- kins confirms. 
married, 17-year-old "The infa~t has no legs 
woman who bore the infant and there is a gross an­
mermaid began to tell stor- om~y in her .low~r tors~, 
ies of meeting with an leadmgtoapomthkeata1l 
alien spaceship after her or flipper. 
pregnancy was evident. "She also appears to 

have a skin condition sim-
Drug ilar to ichthyosis, or 

"She said she'd been out 
late walking one night 
when she came upon a 
glowing spaceship in the 
clearing. A creature came 
out and forced her on 
board," one neighbor re­
calls. 

The unidentified young 
woman told authorities 
who asked her the father's 
name for the birth certifi­
cate that the alien called 
himself Aldar, and was no 
taller than herself. His 
human-like body was 
slightly built and his skin 
had a greenish silver cast 
to it. , -

"Of course, we thought 
she had taken some kind of 
drug," her neighbor con­
tinues. "But then, sure 
enough, she was pregnant. 
She never even had a boyf­
riend that we know of. She 

snakeskin disease." 
This bizarre birth was 

recorded in Manila, in the 
Philippines, after which 
the deformed newborn was 
whisked into seclusion. 

A worker at the orphan­
age says when Sirena is 
bathed, she moves her 
"tail" rhythmically 
through the water "as if 
trying to swim. She seems 
to enjoy the motion." 

Several other cases of 
mermaid births have been 
recorded in medical his­
tory, although the cause is 
not known. The book 
Medical Curiosities (by 
George M. Gould, A.M., 
M.D. and Walter L. Pyle, 
A.M., M.D. , Hammond 
Publishing, Ltd., Phi­
ladelphia, 1982 ) docu­
ments two of these cases. 

2\ 

• BABY SIRENA, mermaid infant, was conceived after an 
encounter with a UFO alien, her mom swears 

Some doctors speculate 
that early on in the de­
velopment process in the 
womb, the legs were com­
pressed. 




