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Ball lightnina·one of inaliy answe.-.. 
By Cathy Kar~ Zalmer 
lt8ff wrtter 

K :ar!ber.=~·~.:; : _: 
end to speculation over the 'fri:. : 

State S k 't, bQt lt won't be eqy) ' 

~~~~~~~~~t~wu~r··ifint~ · si 
en 
low . vera 

ccording to local lore, the light that : 
floats along a lonely backwoods road , 
southwest of Joplin, Mo., is ~ tractc 
spirit of two Quapaw Indian lovers wbo · 
committed suicide nearby. 

--· --~-: ~- :___ . .:.--·· ~ . . 

Another story .describes the light as 
the glow of a lantern used by a miner : : .. · :~ ::1,· ' . . ·

1
• • , • 

still searching for ... his cblldren, kid- ''Wheir all you lee iS a little wriale a t 
napped by Indians_ in the 18708. . the end ot the tOad, tt•.-one car follow-

One Carthage reudent wrote a book tna-andtb*- on a cijstant road." . 
~ rear speculating that the light is a ' ·Mr .. p~· who.· f8 aeekiDg, a pob­
gwding system for interplanetary trav- Usher· for -a 120.page book · he has 
el. . written on tbe subject, based his theory 
. More down-to-earth observers be- Ori m.ote than a& years of studyµtg the 

lieve the spook light is merely reflect- site -and· researching 52· articles on the 
ed headlights from cari on a nearby spook light. 
highway, C?r perhaps stema from lwni- "Nobody seems to take the matter 
nous swamp" Plel . or bllntiog j serio~ly, but this book is extremely 

. government survey signals. ·· · · ·· -• important for the folklore histories of 
Today, Mr. Partain, a laboratory Oklahoma and Missouri," said Mr. Par­

technician, has developed a new theo- tain, who- b.8-f a master's of science 
~ · -

. Comparisons of sightings and ·photo- · degtee til ent(>mOloa froin Oklahoma 
graphs led the 34-year-old ~er State U~v~ and ' a ~chelor's of. 
to project that two types of llib~ science ~"·in. 100logy froni . the 
actually appear on "Spook · Lllbt 1 Uniyetsityof·TQJI&. .· .. ·. · . , .. . 
Road," ·about three miles ·ao11t1rwe11t·-ot ·1 · .. H~aaiCthe·beeame ~ witb the 
the Miaouri-Oklahoma-Kansal border. , lpo0k- llibt aeven ,eart .. ·~·· aner 

Most of the time, spook light watch- ' -~~about it ili'.a lif8gulne .r:tfC}ef. · 
ers are seeing nothing more than car · ' ,, . ·.. " · . / · · · , · · · 
headlights refracted up from · ~ BalJ:HSbtfti~': .: ·.: :· ··. · 
state 44 by w~ter vapors from ·the · ·HIJ eoDc:1uaioP -~Up~· 
nearbf Spnng River, Mr. Pa?Wn ul4- :a"t&Jantecr for -IOttie· '5f --~­
~e highway ranges from seven to .10 · stems from a ·Mareh 1977 photogaph 
miles away from the road. . b .'4 ·-".. Globe rter Marta. 

But about every 10 years, the. "real" Y o,._ · · repo 
spook light appears' in the' form of ball Ch~weµ, ~ with published re-
lightning, he sai~. · por.t.s of ae~. sJChtlnp. · .. 

Ball lightning is a self-contained .The p~aplr shows a ball o~ upt 
l l _._. h with a conDected mament shootiiig off 

sphere of e ectrica energy in wwc jfrom the parent body be· said. Because 
lightning appears in the shape of a . • 
sphere rather than vertical bolts. It is a the ball waa in front ~f the tteeline, its 
rare natural phenomenon that is un- appearance was not ~torted by tree 
predictable and therefore difficult to ~ranch~, 80 such a filament would 
study, scientists say. 1mdic~te .the presence of ball lighting, 

"The real spook light exists, but it is .be said. 
extremely rare," Mr. Partain said. / 

· One of the sightings that also under­
lies his theory occurred in 1955. During 
the sighting, the spook light was seen 
by an observer whose back was to the 
general direction of the highway which 
is now Interstate 44, ruling out head-

1.iPt. refractions as a cause, Mr. 
Partain said. 

'.~Comparisons of the sightings 
and ... photographs revealed that 
they occurred when there were 
no or few sunspots, Mr. Partain 
said. Thus, be speculates that the 
appearance of ball lightning is 
linked to low sunspot activity; 

"When all you 
see is a little 
wriggle at the 
end of the road, 
it's one car 
following 
another on a 
distant road." 

- Keith L. Partain 
a spook light researcher 

with a new theory 

nighttime; and periods surround­
ing the fall and spring equinoxes. 

The three factors combine, he 
believes, to weaken the earth's 
ionosphere to allow radiation 
from outside the solar system to 
fall on the Joplin area and create 
ball lightning. 

"There is a bump, or anomaly, 
in the earth's magnetic field in 
that area which could attract 



In a time exposure, the county road is lighted by a flash at 50 yard intervals as the "spook light" 
hovers overhead. (staff photo by Vic WiDter) 

cosmic radiation," Mr. Partain 
said. 

Ideal conditions for ball light­
ning occur throughout an 18-
month period every 10 or 11 
years he believes. He receives a 
weeldy sunspot bulletin from the 
National Oceanic and Atmo­
spheric Administration and plans 
to watch for the ball lightning 
when the next period arrives in 
the spring. 

Harry Shipman, a professor of 
physics at the University of Dela­
ware and former education offi­
cer for the American Astronomi­
cal Society, said Mr. Partain's 
belief that the light was caused 
by either headlights or ball light­
ing appears to be logical. 

"Ball lightning may be behind 
a lot of UFO i:_~~rts and things 

like that," Mr. Shipman said. 
"He's also got a point that when 
you look into UFO reports, a lot 
of them can be headlights coming 
from unexpected areas." 

However, Mr. Shipman said he 
would be "very surprised" if the 
sunspot cycle could be correlated 
with ball lightning in any one 
place. 

"There's been some recent evi­
dence that sunspot cycle is a very 
mild correlation with weather 
patterns-like a half-degree 
change in temperat1:1re- but n?t 
anything quite as direct as this 
(Mr. Partain's theory.)" 

Although some may doubt his 
theory, the important thing is to 
focus on facts about the spook 
light, Mr. Partain said. 

Through the years, journalists 

and tourism officials have creat­
ed "a shabby mosaic of untruths 

and half-truths," be said. 
Mr. Partain said he has discov­

ered that information in some 
tourist brochures is false. 

One example is the "Hornet 
Panic" of 1886. According to a 
brochure by the Neosho Chamber 
of Commerce, the panic occurred 
when "a giant ball of light 
bounced over bills and fields," 
terrorizing homesteaders and 
spurring them to - flee their 
farms. Mr. Partain said he could 
find no mention of the alleged 
panic in books and records at ~ 
state historical society. 

The "Indian Lovers" legend 
also is common, but false, he 
said. 

"The story of the lovers is a 
Quapaw Indian legend and bad 
nothing to do with the spook 
light," Mr. Partain said. "The 
Quapaws don't even mention the 
spook light in their folklore." 

Despite scientific explana­
tions, some spook light watchers 
still believe it is a mystery. 
Some, such as Jack Winter of 

2.. 

Afton, Okla., say the land has too 
many hills and trees to enable 
headlights to shine through. 

"It's still an open question with 
most people bere," said Harlan 
Stark, 59, a farm editor and 
reporter for th~ N~o Daily 
News. 

Many residents take out~f.: 
town guests to see the spook light 
and enjoy its aura of mystery, he 
said, adding, "I imagine most of 
them wouldn't like to see it ex­
plained too well." 
Suzanne Gilpin, assistant manag­
er of the Joplin Chamber of Com­
merce, said people from as far 
away as Texas and California 
have inquired about the spook 
light since it was featured on the 
television show "Real People" 
several years ago. Also, out~f­
town visitors frequently request 
the chamber's brochure on the 
spook light 

"On a nice evening, especially · 
at this time of year, it can be 
bumper-to-bumper down there," 
Mrs. Gilpin said. 
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sighting reported 
above town 

SIGHTINGS of a mysterious glowing object has lef1 
people in Rhyl wondering if they have seen a UFO. 

Mr. James Perry, of 32 
Princes Road, Rhyl , saw a 
large rectangular object, with 
flashing lights, which moved 

Yr• llll 41'!10i slowly across the sky on 
Thursday evening and other 
people in the area have 
reported similar sightings. 

"It was travelling very 
slowly in a straight line," he 
said. "There were lights that 
looked like windows, but it 
wasn't like a plane. There was 
no sound or hazard lights like 

\ you would see on a plane." 
i Mr. Perry watched the 
1 ~ plane from another window 
l and the lights change and 

started flashing. "They looked 
like disco lights, " he added. 

Since the incident, M1 
Perry has heard of severa 
people who had also see1 
something similar. 

Mrs. Margaret Fry, of Con 
·tact International, who ar' 
one of the largest UF< 
organisations in the world 
said she would be intereste< 
in hearing from anyone els• 
who saw something unusual 
"The last siting I had of some 
thing was in August by a lad~ 
m Mold but we are interestec 
in hearing from anyone wh< 
has seen something." 

Mr. James Perry points to the skyline above Princes Street, Rhyl, where he spotted 
the UFO. 

"I have always been rather 
sceptical about UFO's, but I 
have no idea what this could 
be," he said. 

Mrs. Fry added that th1 
organisation annually senc 
their results to the Ministry o 
Defence. She can be contactec 
on Llangernyw 537. 

BARNSLEY c t\R~'-' \C.LE I '{Ol?KS'' 

SEP. ~ <o \ q e b ~~<t- I 

,· 1 _,,. -

Whoever saw 
a saucer • • ? • 

WANTED ... local people who may have 
seen a flying saucer over Barnsley last 
month. 

The 300-member Yorkshire UFO Society is 
carrying out an investigation into the sighting 
by Barnsley man John Brook and are anxious 
to trace anyone else who may have seen the 
object . 

Mr. Brook, of Derby Street, fled in fright after the 
oval-shaped, 60-feet-wide object turned a fluorescent 
beam on him. 

The object was hovering at a height of about 50 
feet somewhere in the direction of the Co-op Dairy 
m Summer Lane. rt had flashing red and purple 
lights on its side. 

Mick Hanson , of Yorkshire UFO Society, said: "We 
investigate any sightings in Yorkshire, and on this 
one we will be contacting people like the Royal Air 
Force and the police to see if they picked anything 
up. 

"If anyone in Barnsley saw a similar object to 
Mr. Brook, we would be interested in hearing from 
them." 

Mr. Hanson can be contacted on Rotherham (96) 
363394. 
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Bcl\:AST ~6wLbITGR 
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Lights in sky baffle 
?11s Benelux boffins 
POLICE, air tramc controllers and commuters 
were mysUfled by a flying object spoted over 
Luxembourg yesterday . 

The object, also seen over Belgium. loot~ Uke 
five or six bright green lights travelling at high Speed 
about 600 feet above the ground, police said. 

Local radio stations said their switchboards were 
jammed by commuters ringing In to report that they 
had seen the unlde.,tifled flying object which crossed 
the country from Germany towards Belgium. · 

M.-c Mitten, who spotted the object while w°"'lng 
In the control tower at Luxembourg airport, said: "It 
was like a rocket but far too fasl It wasn't a plane. It 
was flV. difterent things flying very close together. 

"It didn't show up on the radar screen. I don't know 
what it was. It is the first time I have ever seen 
anything like il" 

Later Belgian officlals said space debris re­
entering the atmosphere was -almost· Certainly 
responsible for the spectacular sightings in France, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, the Nether1ands and West 
Germany. 

Royal Belgian Observatory spokesman Albe~ D 
Kerfgieter said: "We conclude that it was the r~ntry 
in the atmosphere and subsequent burning of a 
satellite. 

"We are not yet 100 per cent certain, but everything 
points in that direction." 
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Some stellar close enco,unters 
::======~=:==;~~================= =============:=:::::::::=:=:= :=:::=:=:=:=:=:=======w==h~ t 

The Krankies - UFO? 

did the 
Krankies · 
see? 

" F "-N-DABI-DOZI" duo Janette and Ian Tough - the 
Krankies - are confounded by their own close 
encounter of the paranormal kind. 

The couple, who were at Blackpool's Grand Theatre for a 
series of Sunday shows last month, spotted a UFO above their 
charted aircraft -during a 1978 New Year's Eve dash through 
appalling weather. 

The "strange white object" hovered above the aircraft, 
whose instruments malfunctioned, for several minutes before 
vanishing ... and the aircraft's electrical equipment resumed 
operating. 

Did they see a sort of "extern.alilied-hallucination," perhaJS 
for a satellite which burned up that night? 

Tommy Steele, another Blackpool attraction earlier this 
season, has a more remarkable tale ... of when, at 15, be fell ill 
with meningitis and by the time bis parents arrived at bis 
hospital bedside it was feared be would not survive. 

Tommy heard a child's laughter, then a brightly coloured• 
ball bounced over his bedside screens. 

He threw it back, and fell back exhausted. The pattern 
continued until Tommy found the strength to take the tenta­
tive steps which placed him on the road to recovery. 

Doctors, unable to comprehend his recovery, were told to 
thank the boy "across th ward." But there was no boy . .. but 
his parents were reminded of the favourite toy of his younger 
brother, Rodney, who died at three. 

Had Rodney returned to save bis brother's llfe? 

D~RQ. '{ £\{€ ..i lN<; 
\'E:L~G-AA~H 

CE.~<r} 

SG.t: ~5 l<\8' 
I Sue (23), of Victoria Cottage, 

.. I said: "I am really convinced this 
---. ---. -· ____ ...., ...... --1 I was something unusua~." . 
UFO investigators are today The Derbyshire sighting 
looking into claims that happened near Honaston last 
mysterious green li9hts which Friday at about 9 p.m. 
have European pohce baffled And Mr Peter Ann, Derby 
may have been seen over group leader of the National 
Derbyshire. UFO Investigation Society said: 

Miss Sue Fisher was "We will certainly look into the 
travelling with three friends to sighting." 
her Hognaston home when a A spokesman for East Mid­
green tight arched across the lands International Airport said 
sky in front of their car. All four nothing unusual had been 
saw the light. detected in the sky. 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

THE closest some stars 
get to a "paranormal" 
experience is a close 
encounter of the lucra­
tive kind with their 
ghost - writer - but for 
the 50 famous folk fea­
tured in "Beyond Expla­
nation?" nothing could 
be further from the 
truth. 

The psychic secrets of the 
stars are featured in a new 
book which runs the gamut 
of paranormal experiences 
from the so - called curse on 
"Coronation Street" to past­
lives, UFO sightings, voices 
from the grave and things 
that go BUMP! in the dress­
ing room. 

Probed and penned by 
Warrington writer Jenny 
Randles, director of inves­
tigations for the British 
UFO Research Association, 
and co-ordinator with the 
Association for the scien­
tific Study of Anomalous 
Phenomena , " Beyond 
Explanation?" (Ravette, 
£2 .95) makes intriguing 
reading. 

The . writer, adopting a 
scientific rather th.an a 
superstitious approach to 
the theorising involved 
claims she settled for cele­
brated storytellers because 
their credibility counts for 
more. 

"It's all very well to be 
told that Mr Smith of Any •. 
town saw a funny light in 
the sky one night but these 
things mean precious little 
unless one happens to be a 
friend of Mr Smith. It's all 
too easy to persuade your­
self ... well it's only a book, 
these people are not real." · 

Readers have no such 
escape from the stories pre­
sented. 

"You may try to dismiss 
their reality but you cannot 
dismiss their storytellers -
Abraham Lincoln, Tommy 
Steele, John Lennon and 
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The 
stars' 
psychic 
secrets 

Jules Verne. The fact that 
they have undergone these 
alleged encounters some­
how makes the stories seem 
all the more interesting 
and all the more 'true'.". 

She' s investigated the 
subject for 12 years and 
reckons most of us have met 
the paranormal head - on 
without flinching - let 
alone realising what's hap­
pened. 

"Upwards of 50 per cent 
· of the population have 
probably faced a situation 
which commonsense can­
not explain. Simple, honest, 
reliable folk who have 
genuinely observed some­
thing under dependable 
circumstances which all 
their past experience tells 
them cannot be." 

Hers is a crusade to boost 
such awareness , and 
reduce public ridicule. She 
sees the book as a "mental 
fillip for such unfortunates. 
It is an ego boost and aid to 
mQrale . 

"To learn that.the famous 
with whom we all share our 
lives are human and fal­
lible just like ourselves is 
in itself pleasant - but to 
be told that they, too, face 
the unknown and then have 
the courage to say so is 
perhaps a lesson worth 
contemplating." 

JACQUIE MORLEY 
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AT LEAST fot:r types of 
space alients regularly 
visit the Earth, say 
American UFO re-
searchers. 

Walter Andrus, dtirector 
of the Mutual UFO Net­
work, says they have com­
piled descriptions from 
thousands of cases they 
have bad reported and the 
four typical aliens are: 
e The sma.\I humanoid, 

usually a bou ty four feet 
high with a large hecid. 

pupil-less round eyes and 
two small hcles for a 
nose. The a'Lier. is <hairless, 
has no teeth. has webbed 
hands and no tibumbs. e l'he e1C1perimental 
animal - a large, apelike 

creature sometimes called 
Bigfoot that can weigh 
up to 400 lbs. "l1hese are 
5ent as sort of chim­
panzees to test the con­
ditions on other planets," 
i;aid Andrus. 

e Humanlike: similar to 
people but wdt1h odd 
characteristics. In a 
Wyoming encounter, the 
alien was 6 ft. 2 ins. 
about 180 lbs. with bowed 
!~gs but no hands. One 
sleeve had a bar coming 
from it and every time 
the entity waved the bar 
something around it 
moved or disappeared. 

e Robots: these, says 
Andrus, simply perform 
mechanical functions. Ty­
pical ones are about five 
feet tall, have no neck, no 
eyes or noses. They have 
antelllllae on top of their 
beads and do not com-
municate with humans 
but simply perform 
mechanical functions. 

St.Ul'\TH~ RPe lS\LE'NtNG:­
l'C:LECrRAPH, Lll\l.C.S 

_ SEt>. lB lg SC. 

New light on 
sig~t in sky 
THE source of much of stcr Hotel, at about that 
the suspected extra- time. 
terrestrial activity in "They were projected 
the Scunthorpe area pretty hi'b in the skf in 
may have been traced to the direction of GaJns, 
a Hull hotel. borouib" he ·said .. If 

The Evenini Tele- there ~as· :low c
0

load 
· iraph was inundated they could · be reflected 
wit~ telephone calls at down." 

.. ~~··~M&<innin• , o.C lhe. 8 h i .. · · ;· . 
montli-r.a5-'" people re- . ut e · s C!tntlil&ilnc 
ported . sightings of his. checks mto the 
flashini In the sky. ~otaoiik1s. O!ll_kins, ®-

Mr. Les Sa 11 is, Ject w"'eb appeali!!l\\ro 
national secretary of the days. after th.e hole! stop-
British UFO Research ped tts pubhclty stunt. 
Association, reckons at As for the report from 
least 80 per cent could a Scunthorpe teenager 
be explained by a Hull of a low level flash 
laser display. which snaffled his bag of 

He explained that two chips, Mr. Sallis said: "I 
powerful laser beams should take that one 
were projected from the with a pinch of salt and 
roof of the new Manche- vine,ar!" 

"/O~Ks~·u~e- EVEN ING 'PRESS \/ORK. 
ec.T. \3> \q8~ tNc.J 

Le'"· __.: •:l:~:ti' I ., ~ -.\ .~: · . a·,· ··m· ' · 1·:n>. ' . a· - • • • ,. % ••\ • ' 
t'! (, 1 " I ' . 

. e1~,~c()unter 
•. . . 

. 

·of unusual kind 

·Direction 
Yorkshire Evening Press chief 

sporta writer Malcolm Hunt­
ington, who was llCC<>mpanyjng 
the City party, writes: While 
there has been. some scepticism 
among many people over the 
yeal'B, 1~re . was no question 
thatwesa.lranunusualobject.. 

It was not a reflection of. the 
sun for it was still visible when 
the sun went down, just before 

' 6.30. The object was a bright, 
white-light, .jni.velling from left 

, tO right, vjsi~ on the left as we 
IQO•ed out ofjtlie coach and was 
two* tbree,aegrees south of due 
~~· ·:, 
wtw'1'91'f_ .• 

. Mier a ,sbV:t time it changed 
· dilictian f!ld.heacled up into the 

·~-.... . a_.t ; thetl, JD&de· :a f~her 
·~~~ -- ' Dt,.f'Pn.n..~--to • .. · ·w?-"t.'f'::. ; r · ' 'Jd, . . ' ' ~ .... ~ p ~st! 

so thlt it~·t1at and two 
or three times· a8 long as it had 
·f'i.mappeared.' 

. The objecl ··:was unlike any­
thing I hav.e •before. It co_uld 
net have been an aeroplane of 
the conventi0$al type . and was 
not a plane gi'ving out a smoke 
screen as one' often sees on a 
clear summer's day as the light 
was constant and. did not recede 
or mushroom out as vapour 
trails' do. 

We were hea4ing north on the 
M5, about 40 niiles from.Bristor, 
when ' I first spotted the UFO 
and we eventu8lly lost sight of it · 
10-15 miles further north as the 
skies dark.ened1 . · 

C.RASt::.~ 
HE.tl.Al.D 

tllONEER 

Sa> tG. ll{Bf, 
. ~""' 

U.F.O. sighting 
°312-&' . 
Fourteen - year - old Kingsley 

Wiggin claims to have sighted an 
unidentified dying object hovering 
over Skipton's Rockwood estate 
earlier this month. 

Kingsley, who lives in the 
town's West Bank Road, says be 
was on his morning newspaper 
round, when he saw ii.ti object 
which glowed very .brightly: 

! "about two or three times for 

I 
about two seconds rather like a 

: very bright star." 
· He says the shape of. the object 
was unclear, but he is ·sure that 
it was not an aeroplane : "or 

, anything else I could think of." 
' Kingsley saw the object at 
about 7.35 a.m. on September 4, 
but when he later returned with 

i his father, the object bad 
faappeared. 
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~ill-ge is UFO 'focus' 
.. .::_ '· 

A VILLAGE near -.•T1•tnesses 
'Dave ntry h as been YV 
Singled out by six eye­
witnesses as the focal 
point for the town's 
extraordinary UFO 
mystery. 

They all claim to have seen 
\inexplained obj~ heading 
towards Preston Capes - (Ji' • 
liovering over the vilagt.. 
itself. ' . 
- The mystery began a fort­
night ago when two fisher­
men saw·siJt UF<;>s.earty one 
morning over the Daventry 
Country Park. The objects 
disappeared in the direction 
of Preston Capes. 

a~ee on 

~ghtffi.gs 
'>, <~ 
llkSod · there for about 2(1 
mibutes looking at it," she 
adds. · 
~art of it broke off from 
~- rest am~ went across the 

i:
n the direction of 
n Capes. It was circu-

, but the part which came 
..,.. wasjaggeq," adds Mrs 
~rhill. 

he says ·it was definitely 
an aeroplane, because it 

movjpg too fast. She 
"'s .it disappeared ·for a 

A week later, company 
director Pauliri.e Dunn .~ 
husband Staoliv C;l.iWn- tlMY 
saw brilliant:JiJl?ta.c the.My • 
from their StaveriQl;l ~~ •l•, 
Again , the obje~ . .;.~· 

_going towar4• - _, 
Capes. 

e but returned several 
miJ)uteS later. 

This week,, retired couple 
Daphne and Edward Under­
hill say they saw what 
appeared to be a huge, glow­
ing UFO in the sky in the 
area of Preston Capes. 

They believe it could have 
been a spaceship. · 

"We were getting. ready to 
go to bed when my husband 
called me over to look out of 
the bedroom window," says 
~rs Underhill, .of Central 
Avenue, Woodford Halse. 

O' 

"We saw a great big object 
in the sky which had .an 
orange or red look about it. 
It was fairly high and we 

'tt have no idea what it 
wal~ People say about these 
thiQg&~ b¢. if' you' talk about 
them, they think you are 
queer," adds Mrs Underhill. 

"My husband didn't 
believe in UFOs until he saw 
'thill and was absolutely 
astonished. It makes you 
think - seeing is believing. 

"'If ~body else had told 
me s,bey d seeri something, I 
wouldn't have believed 
them. But when you have 
~'? it yourself, it makes you 
realise," adds Mrs Under­
hill, who ·says her sighting 
was around the same time as · 
that of the fishermen. 

L.E(C.6'5T B~ 
MeRc.URY 

SE£>. ~~ \C\Bb 



Jack Lapseritis uses sticks to guide him to the source of water. He says his interest in dowsing has led him into contacts 

Dowsing l d 
-- staff photos bV George Miiiener ea s \with Sasquateb, UFOs and '•ta.,,eople.' 

to Sasquatch, UFOs 
Social scientist discovers world of psychic phenomena 
By MIKE THOELE 
The Register-Guard 

WILBUR - Larry Paxson and the 
crew of mechanics at Fray's Automotive 
bad a problem. 

Someone bad moved the big Ford be­
fore the carburetor repair was done and a 
tiny part Jett loose under the hood was 
missing. The job was long past its comple­
tion time, the customer was fuming, a re­
placement part was days away and five 
mechanics searching for 2 ~ hours bad 
been unable to find the 2-inch-long meter­
ing plug. 

That's when Jack Lapseritis walked in­
to the Roseburg garage to pick up bis car. 

Paxson had heard about Lapseritis. "I 

told him what the problem was and that I 
was really in a jam," he says. "He told me 
to draw the best picture I could. Then he 
took that picture in one hand and pulled 
this pendulum out of his pocket. It was a 
crystal on a little short string." 

Paxson says he and the other mechan­
ics watched as Lapseritls walked the ga­
rage fioor. In moments, holding the pendu­
lum before him, he homed in on a corner 
of the engine compartment, Paxson says. 

"He told us It was on the frame, under­
neath the battery," Paxson says. "We told 
him we'd already looked there but we 
checked again .... We didn't find it. He 
kept saying it was on a little lip inside the 
frame that we couldn't see. Then he 
reached down there and pulled it out. . . . 

"Nobody could believe it. He's a netli· 
ble person but what we saw was increcli 
ble." 

Jack Lapseritis is a dowser. L1k.' tho t. 
sands of others before him, he can ht 
says, find water. Or lost objects. And tht· 
Douglas County area has plenty of peoplt? 
who say that he can. 

If it were as simple as that, the 42-yeai 
old Lapseritis would be easy to explai 1 

Dowsing has been around since the nmf '" 
the ancient Egyptians. Until a fev. cenh 
ries ago, it enjoyed some modest sc1eP:it i 
credibility. 

Even now, every rural area of Oreguu 
has a dowser or two whose work pro<l u1 t·' 
local reaction ranging from doulll '" 

··. '..... ,, . 
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tDOWSING CondnuedfromPa1elC 
~~~~~~~~~~~__;._~~~__;:~~~~-.-~~~~~~~~~~-

' unquestioning belief, witb plenty of 
people willing to entertain cautious 
speculation tbat tbere· might be some­
'\blng to It The Ust of people who tap 
Olose dowsers' skJlls when tbere's a 
well to be drilled Include tbe sophlstl· 
cated and tbe educated, suspending 
whatever disbelief tbey may have be­
fore tbey start paying money. 

But It goes beyond undergrolllld 
water or mtsmng carburetor parts witb 
Lapseritis; an antbropologlst and a 
healtb-care profeaional whose Ute ls 
now dominated by dowsing. He will 
take tbe listener tar down tbe suspen· 
ll~f~llef road, 'into what most 
people would describe as canyons of 
lmprobablllty or even fantasy:- · · 

At tbe end of his tale ls Sasquatch; 
qr Bl§f!!!L!;!le legendary apelike crea· 
tu/@ i8Fme Northwest, In company 
witb spaceships and psychic phenome­
na and a book that has occupied the 
last 1 ~ years of Lapserttls' llfe. 

Mixed In with It IS a large measure 
ot apprehension on the part of Lapser· 
ltls, a well-spoken, studious, Intense 
professional who's fully aware of what 
the world thtna of those who sub­
scribe seriously to legendary forest 
crea~ the extremes of 
extra-se~ption. 

Nev·ertheless, he says. he's taking 
the step of going public and rlsklng 
ridicule. He's In the home stretch on 
his book and says he's In serious nego­
tiations with a couple of small publish· 
Ing houses. Beyond that, he wants a 
book tour and the lecture circuit and 
perhaps even a movte. But all the wish· 
tul talk doesn't make the annety go 
away. I 

"I admit, I totally admit that all of 
this ts bizarre," he says. "I know that It 
sounds very unscientific to discus.. this. 
It's hard for me to share this reality 
and It stlll worries me at times. I could 
be ridiculed. I could hurt my own cred· 
lblllty." 

Lapeeritts makes much of the fact 
that he ls a scientist - a social sclen· 
tilt - with desreea In anthropolo&Y 
and community health planning. the 
latter from the University of Wlscon· 
sin. He says that each step of his jour· 
ney - from a casual interest In dows­
ing and psychic phenomena to a con· 
vlctlon that he had penetrated to the 
core ot a sctentltlc mystery - was 
dogged by his own skepticism. Only re­
luctantly did he reach his conduslons, 
he says. J 

He combined his upertlse In an-

thropology and community health 
planning In a master's thesis that ex· 
plored. ways of Integrating tradltlonal 
Native American medical beliefs and 
shamanism with modem medical 
practice. He later worked as associate 
director of the Milwaukee Indian 
Health Olnlc In Wisconsin. His college 
degrees and the Milwaukee job are 
verified by the schools and by city om· 
clals. 

From his youth, Lapseritls says. he 
· had a strong Interest In the Blgf oot leg­
end - the long.told stories ot 
Sa.9quatch In the Northwest, the Abom· 
lnable Snowman of the Himalayas, the 
Yowlles In Australia. In the 1960s and 
'70s. Ile says. he pursued the Bigfoot 
legend as a private research project on 
repeated trips to Asia, Africa, South 
America · and Australia. In 1976, Ile 
says, his research work with Indian 
medicine men led him to a general 
Interest ln psychic powers. 

In a few days, Lapserltls was camped 
there alone. 

"Within an hour, I had found my 
first Bigfoot track," he says. "From the 
moment ·I arrived, there was growling 
going on. There was the walking of a 
giant man around me, a hlgh·pltched 
whlslllng every time It left. One night, 
a Sasquatch came and pusbed a tree 
over beside my tent" 

Lapseritls says he never actually 
saw a Sa.9quatch during that period. 
And he says he occasionally heard a 
mechanical "generater'' noise. But not 
until two weeks later, when he had re­
turned to Wisconsin, did he understand 
that nols,e, he says. 

He says he was vlsltlng the land of 
some Indian friends and walking alone 
when "I received the shock of my 
life," he says. "This Sasquatch 
telepathetlcally spoke to me. He said, 
'Friend, I'm of the Sa.9quatch people 
and we've been watching you for a 
long time.' I didn't believe what was 
happening. Hts talking was kind of 

·choppy, like a traditional Indian talks. 

. He went to several meetinp of the 
Wisconsin Psychical Research Society. 
"At one meeting a man walked up to 
me and said he cou!d see my aura," 
Lapseritls says. "He said he was sure I "All of a sudden this other sophlstl· 
would make an excellent dowser. He cated voice came through and said to 
said I had a gift I wasn't using. I shied me, 'I am a starperson and I, too, have 
away. 'That's other people,' I said. been watching you for a long time. I'm 
'That's not me. That's too weird a In a UFO now, as you people call It.'" 
subject'" Lapseritls says he was stunned, but 

But after a year the man persuaded that Indian friends subsequently told 
Lapseritls to take the course and, Lap- him many stories that combined the 
seritls says, he discovered that he had · Blgf oot legend and "starpeople." The 
some dowsing ablllty. For the next two owner of the property where the Incl· 
years he toyed . with the practice but dent occurred said "spaceships" regu· 
considered It mostly a curiosity. larly landed there, Lapseritls says. 
"Sometimes, I'd put It aside for 
months," he says. "It YIU j)!lt a tun , Lapseritls says the .. eiperlen~ 
thing. 1 didn't take It seriously'." ' · changed his life. Psychic 'phenorrie '. f 

. became a regular part of bis expe • 
In that time, Lapseritts says. · be ence and his dowsing of wells rose to a 

learned that rttuch of the modem re- documented 98 percent accuracy, he 
search and wrtttnp on dowsing treat It says. Ultimately he left his Milwaukee 
more as a psychic phenomeQiOn than a job and moved to Oregon As recently 

',Physical one. Many dowsers maintain, as 1 ~ years ago he was ~orklng for a 
tor example, that they can locate wa· Roseburg firm specializing In Injury 
ter veins by dowsing a map or that rehabilitation but he left the job to be­
they can find missing· persons or ob- gin work on his book. 
jects by using sucb "witnesses" as a 
lock of hair, a picture or an Item of 
clothing. Tools 1Uch u pendulums, 
forked sticks or homemade "divining 
rods" still are used In the process, how· 
ever. · 

In 1979, as he was prepartog for an 
Oregon vacation that was to Involve 
more Blgtoot research, be says. he and 
his dowsing mentors turned their tools 
on maps of the Oregon cascades. They 
became convinced that they had local· 
ed a center of Sasquatch activity In the 
·Mount Hood Wilderness, he says. With· 

Since the Initial encounters seven 
yean ago, he 18ys, he bu bad more 
than 200 Sa.9quatch encounters and 
frequent sighting of saucer-like UFOs. 
He maintains that many of the publl· 
ctzed Sasquatch·hunters - Peter 
Byrne, Grover Krantz, Roger Patter· 
son ..... have chosen to Ignore scores of 
accounts that point ·to a Sa.9quatch· 
UFO connection. . 

Since 1979, Lapserltls has ranged 
the United States, Interviewing people 
with such accounts for his book. And 
he's become a regular· on douns of 

. '°N 



late-nJgllt radio talk shows where con- · 
venation often turns to paranormal 
topics. He maintains that sev~o species 
of Bigfoot creatures were placed on 
Earth millions of years ago by visitors 
from other planets. Tbe "starpeople" 
continue to · associate with the 
Sasquatcb, he says. 

"Tbey can speak In this state," be Pbll Sln&leton, a Roseburg real es-
says. "Tbey telepathetically speak to tate broker and a longtime member of 
me. Tbey"ve done It to many other peo- the ctElness community, Is per· 
pie. S~-seven times now In seven ':J::4*1tl 1 rltls's best friend. Be 
years - l'Ve kept records - the l':Jd~ all bis friend's beliefs but 
Sasquatcb bave appeared to me." be· IW .. lupported Lapserltls as those 

Lapserltls. wbo says the Sasquatcb beliefs led blm to quit work, start bis 
people want to save the Earth from book and bead Into the public arena. 

"It doesn't get any easier or any 
less bizarre when you go . on from 
there," he says. "Tbe· Sasquatcb Is 5o 
profoundly psychic that It can COJ1UQU· 
nlcate by telepathy and dematerlallz.e. 
It can also astro-project lllld appear to 
people as a living apparition. . 

Vi&r and eovtronmeotal 4egradatioo, ' , "Jack's a very unusual person and 
says be Is regularly contacted by pee>- 1 a very Intense person," Singleton says. 
ple wbo bave bad slmllar experiences. I "I've kept myself at ann's length from 
He continues to seek out sucb people a lot of bis beliefs - but always. I 
and his t:M>olt Is a compendium of bis gues, with the Idea that there's noth· 
ovtwn experiences and those of his Inter· Ing that'• Impossible. . . . 

ewees. · 
"Sometimes I think the thlnp he 

, 
EYAMtNER 

But bis task Is made more difficult, says are far-fetched. But I've watched 
he says, because most of his ·sources this thing grow lo him. And I think he's 
will not let themselves be publicly reached the point where he knows he 
ldeotlfted, either out of fear of ridicule has to do something with ll" / / 

NO\/. "1.S' \'\So 
Qr fear that knowledge of their loca· 
tloo would bring bann to the 
Sasouatcb. 

Alli . _': ~ •.J ._: ~~~ ... 

Italian •lllllsl: 
and wne ulldepgo 
hypnoSis to rlcall 
details · 01 ord811 

ACOUPLE underwent hypnosis to relive a mlnd­
boggllng abd.uctlon ·by seven-foot-tall ex­

traterrestrials - and convinced a top UFO In­
vestigator their expertence was te~ngty !'881. 

Angelo Ricci, 42, and his 37-year~4 wife? Q,razia. w~~ 
vacationing at the resort town of Cadore m the Italian .. 
Alps when an alien spacecraft toui::hed down nearby. 

But the couple from Verona, Italy, remembered no~­
ing of the bizarre two-hour encounter that followed until · 
deep hypnosis unlocked 
their memories, explains The complete loss of 
Professor Antonio memoryconcerniDgevents 
Chiumiento, president of in the two-hour period was 
the Italian Center for UFO the result of a temporary 
Studies. . amnesia the aliens in-

: .• ,. 
Thia is what they recall­

ed, as described by Mr. 
Ricci: 

"We were sitting at the 
edge of the woods when we 
noticed an extraordinary 
light descending rapidly 
toward us. I 19oked at my 
watch. It was 12:50 a.m. 
. "We saw it was- a 
luminous white disc, about 
30 feet in diameter. It land­
ed almost in front of us, 
only a few yards away, 
wijbout making the slight­
est sound. We were dumb­
founded. 

"I looked at my watch 
again and I was stunned. 
About 10 minutes had 
passed, yet my watch now 

"I am totally convinced • duced in Ricci, an econ­
that the Riccis are telling. omist, and his wife, a said 3:00 a.m. Grazia and I 
the truth," be told the EX- I teacher, to protect ·them, \ bad no n!COllection of. ariy-
AMINER. "I haven't the says Cbiumiente. • thing during those two 
slightest doubt they really "The Riccis were qusa- \ hours. Yet we.both felt ex-
did experience a cl~se tioned twice sep~ately \ hausted and w~re thor-
encounter of the third and twice together, adds oughly confused. 
kind." Cbiumiento. "None of the The Riccis inspected the 

details were contnUlictory . spot where 
or at odds with each other's the craft had 
version." ' landed and 

saw the grass 
preSBed down 

and black­
ened. They re­
turned to 
their lodging, 
where, unable 
to .sleep, they 
discussed the 
incredible ex-
perience. 

~It was a 
luminous 

white disc, 
30 feet in 
diameter~ 

Mrs. Ricci 
remembered having read 
newspaper reports of re­
cent UFO sightings in the 
area and recalled that Pro­
fessor Chiumiento had 
been mentioned in them. 
They called him the next 

. morning and arranged an 
interview. 

The professor persuaded 
them to undergo hypnosis. 
to reveal what had tran­
spired in the blank. two 
hours. 

Mrs. RicCi's account, 
which was fully matched 
by her husband's, follows: 

"Two human-like shapes 
approached us. They were 
at least seven feet tall and 
clad in some kind of gray 
fabric jumpsuits that 
covered all but their heads. 

. - . 



'KlDNAPED CDUPLE (.()N'T 
. -~ ~, · tbbtities that no aircraft 
,_ · -:•'1-f ·been in the area the 

·nicht of the Riccis' close 
eJ\counter. 

Chiumiento also dis­
covered there had been at 
least four other sightings 
reported of a strange, glow­
ing aircraft in the area that 
night. 

2u6tl 
"In my 10 years of UFO 

res·earch, I have never 
been involved in so explicit 
a case of alien contact as 
that of the Riccis," adds the 
researcher. 

"The Riccis told me they 
used to ridicule UFO re­
ports. They never believed 
a word of them. Their 
encounter has left them 
badly shaken and no long-

. er in doubt. 
SEVEN-FOOT AUENS studied the couple In thWr llylng laboratory. "The incident has con-

"Their heads were elon- I and I was filled with won- f "The two beings never.1 ~nee~ the~ that sµper­
gated and their faces were der and awe at what was '1 spoke to each other, but I m~!kgent hfe l':.h:ts th~ 
oval and very pale. They ! happening. . r, gottheideatheywere~m- ou ere - an h 
had no hair. Their eyes I' "They carried us inside ii municatingandcomparmg ~~ .. w who we umans 
glowed like phosphorus, 

1 
into what .seemed a large notesinsomewaywecould 

making it almost impos- laboratory, pure white and I not understand - as 
sible to look at them. full of strange instruments ' though they were on a sep-

and gadgets. Batteries of arate channel. . 
"Their ears were close to 

their heads and pointed. 
They appeared to· have 
normal noses. The crea­
tures had a slit where the 
mouth would be. 

"They walked tow~ us 
and picked us up, each 

carrying one I 
of us in his 
arms . We 
were com­
pletely limp, · 
with no con­
trol over our I 
muscles or 
movements . 
Yet my mind 
was function­
ing and alert, 
and I felt 
aware of 
everything. 

"A feeling of terror swept 
over me - and, as though 
the being sensed it or even 
knew it from inside my 
brain, I could feel the being 
talk to me to calm me 
down. 

"Yet there were no words 
spoken. It w~ as though 
this creature could com­
municate without saying 
anything. The being didn't 
seem menacing after that, 

little colored lights glowed "Then they switched 
and blinked in panels their instruments off ~d 
around the wall. carried us back outside 
a tm into the night, to t~e .very 
"J::' 1'ii'f place we had been sitting. I 
i~ ..M have no recollection of a 

"We wer e placed on take-off. They seem to 
reclining chairs, like those have blanked that out, so 
dentists use but more ad- we wouldn't remember too I 
vanced in design, with but- much or see which way : 
tons and lights built into they headed." 
the sides- and they began Although the Riccis suf­
to perform some kind of fered nightmares, sudden 
testing on us. . nighttime awakenings and 

"They swung down var- feelings of dread in tl~e 
ious devices from overhead wee ks following their 
and positioned them above . abduction, they ex-

. our faces and bodies. I was perienced no physical pro-
filled with dread, but then blems ailments, rashes or 
I realized nothing they marb on their bodies, says 
were doing hurt at all. Chiumiento. · 

"I have no idea if they He obtained samples of 
scanned our minds or took the dead grass where the 
any fluids or injected any- spacecraft landed for an- ~ 
thing . Ther~ were no alysis and lea~ed from \ 
marks or bruises. They aviation and military au-
simply pointed things at~ 
and studied whatever it 
was their instruments told 

I. them about us. 
. "This lasted perhaps an 

1 hour maybe longer. I lost 
I all ~ense of time. 1'hey 
I seemed to know exactly 
I what we were feeling and 
. thinking. 
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Scientific world shocked .when ... 

5,000-y1ar-old UFO aliBn 
cl~~h~~~,r~~.t~~~~=~~~~~s~ 1i·rs . ~Dlld a~i··M1J or hallucinating when they fol- · 
lowed a 5,000-year-old UFO alien 
into a secret chamber of King 

~}t~~!~S?<lte~ ot~~~:~~ IJ.'11 IJ.l'I naflS ~rJ'lltJ prove or disprove the 
amazing story. 

Renowned Swiss 
explorer Gustav 
Mercer and his part­
ner, Dr. Eli Dunlop, 
a professor of 
Egyptology at a fa­
mous London, Eng­
land university, say 
their astounding ex­
perience answers 
some age-old ques­
tions about the pyra­
mids and the tomb of 
Egypt's most famous 
mummy. 

"Ever since Tutankha­
men's burial site was dis­
covered in 1923, there 
have been rumors of secret 
chambers located within 
the tomb ," Dunlop ex­
plains. 

"We journeyed to the 
Valley of the Kings to 
search for these chamb­
ers," Dunlop adds. 

Chambers 

Forbidding 
"It said, 'Don't be afraid. 

I can show you what you 
are seeking."' 

"The being pressed its 
hand against a stone in the 
wall," Mercer recalls, "and 
the wall opened up, reveal­
ing a dark and forbidding 
tunnel unseen by human 
eyes for 3,500 years. 

"We were totally speech­
less. All we could do was 
follow the alien creature 

"We both felt an eerie down into the narrow 
presence upon entering passageway." 
the tomb of the boy Phar- The scientists say they 
oah," Mercer says. "Then a followed the being into a 
living being suddenly huge underground cham­
materialized before our ber filled with solid gold 
eyes, seemingly from wit- Egyptian artifacts. 
hin the walls of the ancient I "There were also five 
crypt. stone slabs in the room, 

"The being appeared with four other beings 
translucent at first, but identical to our guide upon 
soon took on solid form," them in what appeared to 
Dunlop adds. "It was red- be a state of suspended an­
dish in color, with an enor- imation," says Dunlop. 
mous head, huge green "Our guide explained 
eyes and several whisker- the five of them had 
like antennae protruding traveled here from a dis­
from its cheeks." tant planet more than 

"It spoke to us, in barely .-­
recognizable English with 
an odd, chilling accent. 

\\ 

•FOURTEEN men 
who have searched 
tor the secret burial 
chamber described 
by Gustav Mercer, 
center, & Dr. Eli 
Dunlop, right, have 
died of a mysterious 
unearthly fungus, 
confirms Dr. 
Ahmed 

Jobib, left 

•ARTIST'S con­
ception of 
space creature 
encountered by 
scientists in the 
tomb of 
Tutankhamen 



15,000 years ago. It ex­
plained they helped build 
the Pyramids and are now 
waiting for their mother 
ship to return and take 
them home," he says. 

I Death · 
"The alien emphasized 

tt1, secret room must re­
main an absolute secret 

·until its evacuation, sched­
uled for sometime within 
the next 10 years/' Mercer 
says. 

"It said we would be un-

able to find the 
chamber again, 
and if anyone 
tried to do so, cer­
tain death would 
result. 

"The being then led us 
back to the burial cham­
ber, where it faded back 
into the wall and 
vanished." 

The archaeologists' 
astonishing story has 
drawn its share of skeptic­
ism. and shock from the 
scientific community. 

C<nN'T 

But 14 explorers who lucinate their experience." 
disregarded the alien's But Mercer and Dunlop 
warning and attempted to say they were under noun­
find the secret chamber usual influence, and the 
themselves are now dead. possibility of their both 

Doctors agree the men having the same 
were stricken by a . hallucination is extremely 
mysterious tropical dis- remote. 
ease never before seen on "We know what we saw," 
Earth. Mercer says, adding they 

"The disease is caused by are ~ to submit their 
a lethal fungus unknown story to a lie detector. 
on this planet," says exam- Secret 

N.l\\\~~AL E~~LJ,\Y{t~ ~~-p4i~~:n~= "Wearesorrysomany_of 
~EC . ,., stream through the lungs our colleagues have died °' and causes vital organs to attempting to locate the 

wither away in a matter of secret chamber," Dunlop 
l M • l'" ~ ~ ,,J. 1 h " · says, "but they were In a. ass1ve ~-tear ~tUliPI, 

0

~e Dr. Jobib ·admits warned. 
T' t h · arthl "They have no one to French Govt. ~-e.~~- ,.,L_ ~ .. ..f~ • • • P~an!ti~~r:: t.he P~~! blame but them8etves." 

~·.a r1i.u:;, of the fungus, he still lnspiteofthe 14horrible 
doubts the authenticity of deaths, other archaeolog-

F asc i--ati ng Evidence :::~::::~:;:: ~'!iS!!::·~~3 
ygen in the tomb caused tomb described by Mercer u FO R II Do r ~ t Mercer and Dunlop to hal- and Dunlop. 

. 5 ea y . "-XIS shaped UFO with the "shim-
. mering form of a man in a 

_ French UFO researchers, whose work is taken / shaped object appeared in silverish suit standing by it," 
so seriously that it's financed by their government, the sky about 100 yards in said Velasco. 
have compil~d incredible cases of UFO sightings- /, front of him and flew ~o · "The alien being,_ if that is 
a~~ alien visitors. I By P..4 TRICK WILKIHS I! mo~~ t~an 30 feet over his I ~hat it wa~. remamed mo-

In more than 12 years of . . t car, said V_elasco. tionless beside the craft. In 
UFO investigations, these In a similar incident about Suddenly, the car stopped. absolute panic, the girl tum-
are our best cases, based on a year earlier, a noisy UFO The terrified driver got out, ed and ran." 
m?re than 1,600 reports," landed~ the yard of a stone- ~nd ~atched the orange ~b- When police investigated 
said Jean Jacques Velas- j m~~on m Cannes, France.. Ject circle around then dis- the site the next day, "they 
co, head of ~EPAN _ the . The man heard a whis- appear over some tr~es. B~t found, in exactly the place I 
gove~ent~fmanced agency tling sound, then saw a whe~ he got ~ack mto his the girl had indicated, a 
that investigates UFO re- strange saucer-shaped craft car, 1t wouldn t start. \ atch of flattened grass 
~orts. Here are their best sh~ng ~rightly Cl?d fl_oating A qua!!fied ~echanic and ~bout 9 or 10 feet in diame­
f1ve cases. noisily m the direction of GEPAN mvestigators check- ---~~- ===-==--- - -

In November 1982, a small some nearby trees," Velasco ed the car thoroughly. They ter with absolutely no tracks 
dome-shaped craft landed in said. " It was about 8 feet ! could find nothing wrong leading to it," said Velas­
the backyard of a well-re- around and 4~ feet tan. I with it, but it still wouldn't co. 
spected cancer researcher. Suddenly it turned sharply , start. . GEPAN's most astonish-

"The craft stopped about landing with a thud about 95 : "Strangely, 48 hours after I ing case was in 1964 when 
10 feet from him and hov- feet away from him. Thirty · th_e UFO sighting _the ~an I ~o chil~en saw a group of 
ered three feet above his seconds later it took off in was able to start his engme alien chil~ren near the town 
garden for 20 minutes," said the same noisy way" as if there had never been a of Cussac m central France. 
V~~asco. A month later, f~llowing'. problem. This case ~emain~ "The y_oungsters saw a 

The craft took off as si- the man's directions GEP- ' one of our most bJZarre, strange silver-colored ball-
!ently as it had arrived, leav- AN investigators foun'.d a cir- . said Velasco. . . · shaped cr~t about 1?0 feet 
mg the grass beneath it cular mark burned into the, Yet another mysterious m- \ away. Playmg next to it were 
standi_ng upright as if in an ground in his yard. Their ex- ~ A.._ . lll!A 1 -I& fo~ mini~ture silver-suited 
electncal force field." periments showed that sub- um:. lllV ~ a~1ens, .wh1c!1 th~y late~ de-

The next day GEPAN in- jecting the ground to a •-~ ·;_,_- c1ded must tie children, Ve-
vestigators found that a large strong magnetic field could .,,,,,, IJU M lasco said. 
flowering plant in the garden achieve the same burned ef- PL- ' . · . r/ "For several minutes, they ~ 
had completely dried out. Af- feet. IRI: lflMI F - watched the aliens frolicking ! 
~er testing it, tb~y discovered In another eerie encoun- 1 ~ _ _,,,i Afrad-ld ~til three of them climbed <'£ 
1t had been sub1ected to elec- ter, a deliveryman driving NlflUlel' llEJllDCV' mto the craft through a hole t-; 
tric energy equal to half the near Toulouse spotted a 

1 
~ _ ~.. .-L·· · in the side. ! (5 

fore~ of a lightning bolt, ".sug- UFO that disabled his car. 1111 .HlllllDrcd" "It t<>:<>k off, but one minia- ' ::<: 
gfefstmg the dUFO 

1
had. given I .. A large orange cigar- .d t . tuWbre alth1en wafas left behind. ):-

o a tremen ous e ectnc-type c1 en occurred m a small en e er t was about 20 z 
force," said Velasco. village in the Rhone-Alps feet in the air, the alien sud- g 

"' area of France in 1978. A 13- denly leaped upward and .J 
\ L. , year-old girl spatted a ball- seemed to disappear straight I 

~ ,. 



U!=O~ E.~\~i 
C..o N'T 

through the wall of the 
spaceship. We can't say it 
was a family of aliens who 
visited Earth - or explain 

· how one could breach the 
craft's metallic wall. 

"But it's a very strong ex­
ample that strange things 
happen around our planet -
and we hope, that by record­
ing such events, to prove the 
existence of UFOs and alien 
beings once and for all." 

THE MOVIE, Close Encounters of the Third Kind, depicted contact between aliens and humans. 

UFO aliens are all around us 
UFO ALIENS are here among us, observing our 

lives, a top astrophysicist says_ 
The reason we don't realize that celestial spooks are 

snooping on us is because they're in another dimension 
and we can't see them, Dr. Jacques Vallee told a meeting 
of space experts in London, 
England. 

Dr. Vallee, a noted 
French astrophysicist, 
served as an advisor to 
moviemaker Steven Spiel­
berg when he was filming 
his highly acclaimed Close 
E ncounters of a Third 
Kind. 

It's easy for the aliens to 
remain unseen - they can 
take advantage of any of 
the 136 dimensions he says 
exist in the universe. 

When we see UFOs, Dr. 
Vallee said, what we're 
seeing is the arrival or de­
parture of the aliens. 

Those who actually have 
Encounters of the Fourth 
Kind and see the snoopy 
aliens when they appear in 

our dimension are afraid to 
report the experiences for 
fear of being laughed at, he 
said. 

Dr. Vallee cited two UFO 
cases as the most convinc­
ing of all those he's stu­
died: 
•A French farmer 
approached a large metal­
lic object he saw parked in 

Humanoids are watching 
from another dimension 
a field. Suddenly two small 
humanoids appeared be­
side it, but at that moment 
he was stricken with 
paralysis. 

While he stood there 
helpless and unable to 
move, the creatures scur­
ried aboard the UFO and it 
vanished. 
•A French physician saw 
a bright flashing light out­
side his house. As he 

stared out of the window, 
he saw two huge object s 
joining together above a 
blinding light. The follow­
ing morning a nervous dis­
order which had plagued 
him for years was gone and 
with it a minor leg disabil­
ity. 

UFOs have a long his­
tory and can be traced back 
to the Pharaohs of ancient 
Egypt, Dr. Vallee said. 
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Army . performed autopsies 
on crashed 

' 

UFO aliens 
A PENTAGON 

·executive re­
veals that U.S. 

Army medics per­
formed autopsies on 
the bodies of crashed 
UFO aliens. 

Larry Bryant made the'· 
stunning revelation in ads 
in military papers asking 
for witnesses to ·come for­
ward and aid in a lawsuit 
that would make recorda of 
the autopsies public. 

Before pla~ the ads, 
Bryant, who has worked 
for the Pentagon for 28 
years as an editor and 
writer, went to court to de­
mand the release of the 
bodies of extraterrestrials 
killed in a crash 30 years 
ago. 

••. reveals a 
Pentagon · 
_executive 

PERSISTENT rePotts·clalm a UFO aabed In New Mexico, lrlHktg · 
. .............. onboald. 

_He now plans to take the . ~ same time Bi!ant b;. - "They- were looking -at 
Air Force to court beeaUBe lieves the autop81es were some dead bodies that had 
one.ofits base newspapers' performed; . I fallen to the ground," says_ 
refusec;I to run even one of Although the_ gove-rn- · Barnett. "I think ther' 
the ads. I ment has continually de- were others in the machine 

Bryant believes his at- Died such a crash, eyewit- which. had been split open 
temptst.Ofindoutthetruth nesses have a different by explosion or impact . . 
behind the alleged govern- . J ~!Y· B~ey Bennett, a 1 "Tpe bodies were like · 
ment cover-up of the crash 1 I Civil engmeer, was one of -- -- -- - . 
have prompted Pentagon the first to see the wreck, 1 humans, but they were not 
officials to give him an un- say Charles Berlitz and hwnansd, ._i_. The heads were 
satisfactory job rating. William L. Moore in The roun .ue eyes wen: small . 

"The only reason they Roswell Incident (Grosset and they had no ~- . 
-- --- - :....___ and Dunlap 1981) "They were qwte small 
have attacked -my com- ' · by our standards and their · 
petenceistoteachmeales- - Bizarre heads were larger in pro-
son," he charges. ! portion to their bodies. I 

Bryant is not the first to ~arnett was out _on was -close enough to touch 
attempt to grapple with re- assigmnent when hes~- them." 
ports of an official cover-up bled ~~ ~hat he de15Cn:bes . But as Barnett gazed on 
ofUFO crashes and deaths as a disc-shaped obJect the strange creatures in 
of extraterrestrials. about 25 or 30 feet across." · ~ . - --

One of the most perplex- . . As he inspected the · :e-piece outfits that lack­
ing and persist.ent cases in- bizarre find, a group of peo- _, . ~ppers ·and buttons, a 
volves the report of a UFO pie who· later described military officer drove up in 
crash near Roswell New themselves as an a truck and took control. 
Mexico, in 1947 _ ~early archaeological research · Patriot" 

team approached. IC 

BOOK en-ES erewttness reports of alien spaceship 
wreckage believed to contain bodies. 

A~ds Barnett, "We were 
told to leave and not to talk 
to anyone ~bout what we 
had seen - that it was our 
patriotic duty to remain si­
lent." 

f 
I; 
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•THEY'RE coming ••• &;others Joseph and Clive GOode tell of their close encounter. Picture: Pete Spencer. 

TWO fishermen are con­
vinced that visitors from 
another world passed over 
Daventry this week. 

They are challenging experts 
to explain the appearance of six 
Unidentified Flying Objects 
over the Country Park early on 
Tue.sday morning. 

For brothers Clive and Joseph Goode 
claim they saw "aliens" as the sun was 
rising over the reservoir. 

" I stood there absolutely dumb­
founded . I've never seen anything like 
it," says Clive who lives in Walsgrave, 
Coventry. 

They say that six objects came across 
the sky from the direction of Long 
Buckby. They were in formation with a 
large object at the front. 

The UFO's made a whirring noise and 
two of them left wispy trails in the sky, the 
brothers claim. Geese on the reservoir 
were "going crazy" as the objects passed 
and disappeared in the direction of 
Preston Capes. 

----By--­
( John Howes ) 

Clive and Joseph were spending their 
first day fishing at the Country Park and 
had set up tackle at about 6 am, before 
the sun rose. 

The objects appeared shortly after­
wards at about the height of low clouds, 
and were out of sight within a few 
seconds. 

"It happened so quick," says Joseph 
who works on the production line at 
British Leyland. "I reached for my 
camera, but it was too late. 

"If you'd seen it yourself, you .wouldn't 
have believed it. I wish it wasn't true 
because I spend a lot of time out fishing 
and this has put me right off," he told the 
Weekly Express. 

" I have always been interested in 
UFO's but I never really believed they 
existed. If anyone tells me this was a 
balloon or a jet-fighter, they have got to 
be joking," adds Josepn. 

He says that· a jet-fighter passed over 

several minutes before the UFO's - but 
that the unidentified objects were travel­
ling much faster than any planes. 

The brothers say they were fishing a 
fortnight ago at Stanford near Lutter­
worth when they saw a bright light mov­
ing in the sky. They believe that the 
Ministry of Defence could be testing new 
weapons in the area. 

"It was something unexplained. Do we 
have something that far advanced?" asks 
~oseph . 

Sgt Tony Picketts of Daventry Police 
says he will be advising aviation 
authorities of the sighting and they may 
wish to launch an investigation. He is not 
aware of any defence exercises in the 
area. 

He says he believes the objects may be 
caused by condensation from a jet aircraft 
which had just passed over. He says when 
pilots adjust the throttles, there is a "blip" 
m condensation trails which give the 
appearance of smoke rings. 

And he urges anyone else who saw the 
objects to report the sightings to the 
police. 
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Passion ·for :+w:'·p#onor111al 
is Jeflny's >Way··~ Hfe 

II -UVeTTour -"decades -therc--1 ;,These people. ilnow ma• Jenny. "Ghosts ap~ to be I i~ our ~ind~ we can receive 
A PASSION for "things on ' have been ~hree or . four somc:thi!lg sigtiificant has. emotions whiC,h ' _can be I information from elsewhere 
the bor~ers c;>f ~ur hundred claimed cases· of h;lppenCd to ~em. They picked up tfy, t?ie right in time". 
understanding", mcludmg communication· with · ~!out need to talk to :somebody" • J)erson, at the rigltnime and· 
UFOs, life after death and there". Some · possible I said Jenny.: She · feels t~at in. the . right place. "They Jehny's view is that 
ghosts, led Jenny Randles to consistency emerged about a .family, friends and police tend to be in locations .to · paranormal experiences tend 
abando~ her study of . ~eJ:iical e:11amination .having I don't know ho\\! to ~eact. which. ghosts had .a strong • to blippen when people are 
geophys_1cs at Manchester taken p~~- ... ~ _ ! Jen?Y is· 'urning her emotional attachment when U.n ,~' ' a d i ff e r e n t 
Umvers1ty. . ' Jenoy has been. involved I attetttlons at.the moment to they «were alive. · Very few . co.n · iousness". 

Convinced that certain in the . investigation of 20 a .new book• Qn life after hold .conversations. Most She said: "Awake and 
matters were swept under such cases and 'She is cert~ I death and is h<>ping to hear are . rather like video asleep are two states, but 
the carpet by science ?ecause that many' people who have from 'anyb~y ' who thinks pictureS. 'Ghosts which are he d f h .. 
there was no solution for i made ·claims are· sinc.c:re they have had e\cperiences in . several hundred years old t r~ are ozens 0 t em · 
them, Jenny turne~ her : about what they say. this field. don't appear 10 ·bave feet. J~y was born in Bac~p 
attention .to areas -wh1c~ she · When investigations are She related the description This is because they are and J went to school in 
felt needed new exp)orauon. carried out, checks are done which had · been given by a walking . below ·the e_xisting M~~h~ster. After lea~ing 

Now, a~ 34, Je!lllY has with psychiatrists to ensure man .who virtuaJly died from sutface, on~a-level which has urn 1ty, . ~he went mto 
written eight. books andf that the person involved is a heart attack. 'He reported sinte been·1:)uilt up'.'. te~c . er training a?d taught 
devoted": maJ<;>r ~hunk o sane. that , first, s·ou.nds · Titn.e slip is :another area . sc1epce alon¥s1de her 
her life to invesugauons. . . Jenny told me of . one disappeared. T}Jen there was which Jenny studied, and parl$lormal studies. 

Much of _what ·sh.e has incident .in the por.th : ~est a feeling of being outside of she considers t~at reports au 1 She now does the latter 
discovered w1!l be revealed in-volving a policeman, and his own body, ~nd watching tend to pomt !n one : full time and spends most 
in a new Radio Mai:i~J:iester she was in no doubt of his the ~cene .. He lo&t all pain ~irection: '',The.re 1~ some • of her lfre on writing and 
serie~ "Fact or Fiction"• sincerity. · afill ' fear, and ~urveyed._the mfo~mat1on which .1s th~e ~research. 
starting on Septemb~r 28. 'A UFO landed on the chaotic scene , as medical and 1s able to be p1ckeq up 

Jenny, of. Whitethrodat roadi~~rontofhiscarashe staff. att~mpted _to Jikearadiosign.al". . Jepny's dedication to the 
W a I k, B 1~chw 0 .0 • was dnving. He ·had to stop. recuss1tate h1111: He later "'We · think, · in qur {1 • ·• --
Warrington_. is. ~atlonal He later realised that at that described it wi(h incredibly regimented. way of loo~g paranormal was, on her own 
directo~ <;>f investigations for .point, he ·~lost" 15 minutes. &-tililed accuracy. ~e· t_hen af the uruvcrse, that tune admission, a contributory 
the Bntls~ U~O Research___;___,_.. had' the feeling of go1rtg into goes Jr0JI1 past to fu~ure. factor to ·the ending of her I A s s o. c 1 a t 1 o 1:1 a n d of time. He ·h~ a h~zy, a long tunnel, a plea~nt Scientists nl)w know that marriage. 

, co-or~1~ator with. ~he recollection ·of ~ng carr~ed , situation; with ~light, war.rn time · isn't like that. - The She lives closely with her. 
Assoc1auon for ·Sc1enufic somewhere,. with ~ floa~mg area ·at the e d, and of deeper · you probe into the . work. The research side 
Study of Anomalous sensati~n a~d bemg gi~en havip.g .. thechoi eo. fsta'Ang matter,themoreitl!>Qkslike involvesanendlessroundof 
Phenomena. some~hm~ bk~ ·a 1!1ed1cal. or going bal:k;- ddenlY, _ihe a magic.picture show. I phone calls and letters. 

She has lectur~d at examination .by a white c~ad whole scene wa cut off and , . , Jenny lectures to women's 
universities _on both sides of figu~e. and reg!\inmg thepainreturrie4. · · . "Our.conce,pt-of :th~ past, : c 1 u b s and other 
the Atlantic and to - the consciousness back m· the Some eleme;ts . of this present and fu!ure is )USt. an organisations in what little 
House of Lords. . I seat of his car. story . have . qmerged in abstract~~·.11.s-to : spare time she has. She 

Although she has sifted He was certain about the iru:ide11-1s · . tl}roughout · t}\e ~ope . wit~ our own sometimes amuses herself by 
through ~u!ldreds of . UFO. He was hazy about the world and· ll'l;n~'S pedple',of 1 n1ter_act1onw1th the worl~. ; writ~n' romantic short 
par~normal incidents, Jenny evc;nts which fpllo~ed . But all reli¢fons. , . / "In drea~ns. there . ~ no stones, .as a contrast to 
retains the cool appr~ach. of w)len he looked at his boots, These ' inclu'd~ · the ·tuni:iel time, because we -~e a~ · a work. 
common sense and sc1enufic there we~e ~ratches on sensation and ·1 the choice differi:nt level of . reahty. ' • J e I) n y' s radio 
logic. them, as though he had been about &~aying or:aoing ba_ck. Fundamental reality is a ; programme, which will 
~hroug~out a conver- dragged along. The area Jenny·has also looked into timeless state. W,hei;i we get I include i1tierviews about the 

satlon with Jenny, she where the UFq had landed the . subject of - gh~$tS. awayfromourown1mageof : paranormal with well known 
repeats th~t there are was dry and.I. t~e g!ound " Ghosts .c~y exist'.', what the world has to be people, including Michael 
matters which cannot 1?e around was wet ~1th ram. slie said. As ~ita other areas 1 l(ke, and es1:4pe to the world Bentine and Stuart Hall , will 
understoo~. and that she has , "We used ~ ·cm ~n ~o of the . paranprm~l, . s~e . feature UFOs, powers of the 
an~penmind. investigate th1~ ~se , s~d considers that ,feeijng and mind, ' premonitions, 

However, resea~ch_ has Jenny. The 11,1~1d~nt , l~ke emotion have a ir~t pa_rt ~o reincarnation, ghosts and 
shown that strange in~1dents 25 000 otners involving play. Jenny a)so behev.es life after death. 
not only appear to eXJst, but UFOs, was destined for a that because woiben p~ssibly 
are often repeated, on a file at the Ministry _of · have a gre~ter ·etnpathy With 
c o n s i d e r a b I e s c a 1 e · Defence. Sinc:<e 1962, pohce . th~ · two · attrib.utes . than 
" Thousands of pe?ple are stations and iir b~es _have men, they ·ar.e lik~Y to ha1le 
undergoing all kinds of to report any churned m 0 r e i .n_~ tam c e s o f · 
things" , said Jenny. incidents ~~out UFOs, \ paranormal.~pqiences. 

For example, there undertheoffic1alsecretsact. "Emotion is the one 
appears to be some Although in ' somo cases significant cl\Je", said 
consistency among people stories tend to be what Jermy · 
who claim to have had describes as "comic book 
contact with outer spa~e. ' style", she is aware. that 
The now well-known s~ones people have htxpenences 
of people being taken into a of somethi strange 
vehicle of . some sort - happening to th : .. . 
Jenny calls 1t a UFO -ha'."e -· 
suggested certain elements m 
common. lb 
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TPeaftilt, was a~~»l~tn antt na·· ,..,,:.,,._."I 
' . . ., 
was shy, at.first, abou,t sho~g h,is work. He was ~1: also shy about givipghis story. And his name. 

The pencil ,drawings he laid down on the cafe 
table, ,at the McAlister ~uare, were neat and 
efficient; most of us would not know for certain 
whether the likenesses we~ good, for most of us 
have not seen the subject. And some.of those who 
may have seen it would never.say so. 

t v •• • 

BYDoT~ 
thrlfrws 
lnl'9~ 

- - " 

• 

.'-t_ \~I 
~. 4 '\ 

lt was a domed ~Hhaptld ~t. No ... :1~ ... 
mp~. as·l'Ae noted, like an in~rted ~plate. ot.a 
'Squashed bell· Asiie ~llect.it, U.ie;were ~o Of,; 'T 
them, hbv~ in~ ~e dawn O;y !(18:Ve~ :j Cot'-' 
ago, pn t;Jle ·~oast of Florida, w~ he~~~,'· · t\~ T 
were~. . . . IJ:• " 

He explained his drawing: bucket-~ ·,,. , 1 ~ ~A&G 
protusions h~ believed to be some sort.ohxtlaust · 
,;ystem nui~.a pattein,.arOOPd the '~ of' the 
things. The two mystery ships had glowed with 
colored lights as they hanged briefiy over the 
horizon and then buzzed out of sight. 



UFO C©N'f 
"I'm not exactly one that foUows all that," the 

artis~ !Old John Timm~~. who -~~A ~blic., , 
relations df'rector of the Center for Utio Sfudfes iii 
Lima, Ohio. 

Timmerman was in Greenville with a traveling 
exhibit of reports, pictures and descriptive letters 
from people who, like the man with the drawings, 
had seen something aloft that the Wright brothers 
never dreamed of. 

As Timmerman recorded the retiree's story, 
. told almost in a whisper, lines of shoppers moved 

slowly past the panels of the exhibit. Later, some 
gathered around a television set where Timmerman 
was showing a tape of a discussion by scientists 
Jacques Vallee and astronomer J. Allen Hynek, ,,...._, _,.., . 

founder of the Center {pr YFO Studies. 
Vallee, an astrophysicist an3' computer 

scientist, was the model for the French scientist in 
the Spielberg movie Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind. Astronomer Hynek, who died of a brain tumor 
last April, was the founder of the Center for UFO 
Studies, and one of the first to bring the UFO 
phenomenon under serious scrutiny. 

It was Hynek who, in a .system rating reports of 
sightings by how much, and how intimately, the 
reporter was able to observe, coined the phrase 
"close encounters of the third kind." 

Since sightings of unidentified objects by 
airmen in the 1940s started a wave of reports 
credible and otherwise, human im~gin~tion has . 
been captured by airborne sauc.ers crewed by Little 
Green Men. Or appealing, sweet-faced limrds. 

Sometimes, to the science community's dismay, 
the human urge to create a little excitement also 
created headlines. In Jonesboro, Ark., two little 
silver men were charged with obstructing traffic 
after their "spaceship" dropped them on a busy 
highway. Investigators found two fun-loving locals 
wrapped in tinfoil. · 

At Marietta, Ga., a discussion in a barbershop 
led to a convincing tragedy on a highway near town. 
A little green man was found on the road, when~ he 
had - it was told by certain witnesses - been hit by 

a car after a fall from his saucer. After much to-do, 
the corpse of the alien was found to be that of a 
monkey who had only coincidentally m'et death, 
perhaps of natural causes, and had been shaved and 
painted green. 

Naturally, it came to pass that sightings of 
unexplained aircraft and occupants of same became 
suspect. Not many who saw odd things, then, were 
brave enough to tell it. I 

But some did. Over the years, Hynek, who had 
been, with considerable skepticism, a consult~t in 
the Air Force inquiry called ·"Project Blue Book," 
collected and explored thousands of reports frpm 
people around the world. These he ranked accprding 
to the "closeness" of the close. encaunters: i 

The "first kind" was obServation of a UFO that , 
while it may have been near, within 200 yards or so, 
there was no interaction between the object and the 
environment or the observer. 

The "second kind" included some sort of 
interaction; a car's electrical ~ystem may have 
failed, as the thing ~ssed near. 

(The center has 'recorded 441. instances. where 
that'·appeared ro happen.) 

- ~~~:t~~~=~;s 
heat. This wasthe "IO.ncr•:sctentlsts:Diost treasure 
because there woU:ld ~ ~~ -

. :A. close en~ter or Ute "Uunf~d" involved 
sighting.of entities {w~-weie ·liy Jej>orts more 
like~y to be do~ up in sil\.ei·ot bright white than 
green) an~ might even btvolve some contact, or 
e~en detamment or abduction. In this realm fell the 
reports by two fishermen at Pascag9ula, Miss., who 
said they had been taken aboard a UFO and studied 
by ~ntities. -

This kind, of course, has the capacity to give 
science both tentative joy and splitting headaches. 

A surge of sightings occurred in the late '60s 
and early 1970s, peaking in 1973. Not all, of course, 
were reported to Hynek; some were likely reported 
to no one. 

As one fellow at Timmerman's display 
observed, "They're liable to come get us and take 
us down tp Columbie and lock us up on Bull Street." 
But the man had a story to tell, off-handedly. He had 
not seen the thing; his brother had. 

It was_ a huge lighted ship of some sort that 
hovered over his brother's neighborhood in 
Greenwood and then was later seen over Lake 
Greenwood. "But he didn't tell it," the informant 
said. "I'll bet he's not told over a half a dozen people 
about that," though it was a remarkable and 
memorable event. 

Several others came forth quietly, during the 
exhibit's long weekend at McAlister Square, to 
share with Timmerman sightings and experiences 
of their own. 

Timmerman is not an astronomer; he is a 
savings and loan executive, and a veteran volunteer 
with an organimtion that is kept running largely by 
fascinated volunteers. Simply, "I am a curious 
man," he says. 

Very serious about his avocation, he took pains 
to draw out the often hesitant accounts, answer 
questions and to pooh-pooh no opinions - which 
were more common than stories. 

~·How do we know they come from outer space? 
I think they come from inside the earth," one 
woman said. 

See UFO, Page 98 

We don't know where they come 
from, Timmerman replied. And, 

·he added, "We.have reports of ob­
jects emerging from the sea." 
· The most interesting report .he 
'dded to the center's collection, 

while in Greenville, he said, was a 
rriah's story of an incident that oc­
arred not in Carolina but on a 
ighway between Chicago and 

Hammond, Ind. , 
. · ;'The time was 7:20, on the Z7th 

. ?.f November 1980, and he was 
~riving .down the road on the way 

· ~Hammond. He was behind three rs and was about to go around a 
urve when suddenly, his car 
emed enter a snow storm. Ex­

ept, the 'snow' seemed to be tiny, 
·1ver particles. 
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"A loud sound enveloped his ca't 
d around his head. At 9:15, he 

'und himself on that same curve·, 
ith other cars ahead of him .: .. " 

· That, Timmerman s.urmised, 
ay have been a "missing time~· 
perience, so-called.after a book 
. the phenomenon by Budd Hop­

' called Missing Time. 
Listening in on some of the ac­
un ts was George Fawcett, of 
colnton, N.C., whose own cot-
tion of reports· and ·other infor­
ti on now totals, he figures, 
e 14,000 items.· 
is own files hold hundreds of 

e ries from the Carolinas. In one, 
in he early 1970s, a Spartanburg 
C nty man reported seeing a 
Ii ted airship sitting in the road 
on night, surrounded by .sev,.er.al 

in brilliant white suits. 
housewife in central North Ca­

rol a told Fawcett, and later a re­
~ er, about watching, with her 
mf t in her arms, a glowing ship 
de end on her front lawn and en­
titi · s climb out of it. 

ere are, Fawcett says, about 
15 reports o.f sightings daily, 
ar°td the world. The ~az-

UFO CCJN'T 
ing thing, he says, is tl\eir consist­
ency; "Little Men" were landing 
on Malaysia, in 'flurries, just as 
they were visiting the Carolinas. 

(There are also fairly consistent 
p·ortraits that emerges .of the 
"aliens," he notes. While some 
could pass for any fellow on the 
street, ·others are small, the size 
of, say, fourth-graders, with large 
heads and large eyes. And sexless. 
Possibly they ·clone, he says, in­
stead of doing like earthly mortals. 
Which may, one might decide, ex­
plain their intellectual advance­
ment.) 

Fawcett, founder of s·everal 
study organizations across the 
country and a ·member of several 
others world-wide, dreams of 
building a museum soon to house 
all of the research material he has 
gathered and much more. 

He feels sure, he says, that it 
would be a tourist attraction as 
well as a center tor inqependent 
study. Somewhere in Carolina 
would be a good place, he says. 
But wherever investors want to in- · 
vest, that would be a goOd place, 
too. · · · 

· Involved ,Scientists dream. of 
serious fun~ing for research .. !he 
Center for UFO Studies exists on 
private donations. And yet, as 
Hynek liked to say, "W.e never 
would have gone to the moon if 
we'd only had volunteers who can 
only work on weekends." 

The data-collecting goe.s on. 
Anyone who has ah experience to . 

. report ~ do so by writing John C. 
Timmerman, Center for UFO 
Studies, P.O . . Box 1621, Lima, Ohio 
45802-1621. Or George Fawcett, 602 
Ba.ttleg.r:Ound Road, Lincolnton, 
N.C.~2. 

No salesman will call. And no 
one will be carried off to Colum­
bie-1(/' · 

5E?. ~~ \,q8'. 

UFOs 'just rubbish' '?} \ 2.i 
PEOPLE IN Paris, Belgium and 
Luxembourg spotted a number of 
unidentified flying objects 
streaking across the dawn skies 
yesterday in what looked like a 
formation of ·glowing blue-green 
lights. 

space 
·Local radio stations in 

Luxembourg said their switch­
boards were jammed by com­
muters ringing in to report that 
they had seen the UFOs, and 
worried witnesses reported a 
"mysterious ball . of fire" or an 
object "three tilnes larger than a 
plane" in southern parts of the 
Netherlands and Belgium. 

were probably parts of discarded 
satellite launching rockets re­
entering the atmosphete and dis­
integrating as they fell . 

According to NORAD, the 
North American Air Defence 
Command, which tracks radar­
detectable space objects, debris 
from two Soviet rockets which 1 had launched space satellites into 1 
orbit was expecteit in mid-

The UFOs were first spotted by 
police, who said they counted at 
least five or six glowing lights 
moving ·through the dawn skies at 
a relativi:ly low altitude of 600 
feet. 

However ·an official of the 
Belgium Society for the Study of 
Space Phenomena· said the objects September. - (UPI, AP) ' 

Experts~ 
)\(...~ b to pro e 

city UFO 
sighting 

Reports of an unidentif­
ied flying object hov· 
ering over a Birming­
ham hospital are 
being investigated by 
UFO experts. 

~lL 

The tOOft long by 60 ft 
wide cigar shaped 
object was spotted by 
staff at Good Hope 
Hospital in Sutton 
Coldfield · during a 
night shift. 

Three nurses and a doc· 
tor who were taking a 
tea break. all aaw the 
silent object hovering 
about 800ft up. 

The matter has been 
reported to UFO-Stud· 
ies Investigations, an 
amateur organisation 
funded by British 
Aerospace, and the 
sightings are being 
investigated. 

Mr John Hurley, of the 
Midland branch of the 
organisation said: 
"Ninety-five per cent 
of all sightings can be 
explained away after 
investigation a.s an 
aircraft, an airship, 
balloon, helicopter or 
even a bright star, but 
not in this case." 

He added: "Birming­
ham airport said they 
spotted something on 
the radar." 
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