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Feds to hear pilot's 
fN·Dl6 N6W 10Ctl' t>Ai\.V Nlwl 

j~"6 ,qa1 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

ANCHORAGE-A Japanese pilot's account of 
being shadowed for almost an hour over Alaska by 
a UFO the size of two aircraft carriers has been 
turnea-over to Federal Aviation Administration 
officials in Washington. 

Because of public interest in the case, the 
agency interviewed the Japan Air Lines cargo 
pilot, Kenji Terauchi, a second time, FAA spokes· 
man Paul Steucke said yesterday. 

Terauchi told investigators three lights fol­
lowed his Boeing 747 cargo jet Nov. 17 after it 
crossed from Canada into Alaska near Fort Yukon 
and stayed with him for 55 minutes, Steucke said. 

The pilot said the sky was clear and the jet was 
cruising at 525 knots when he saw the wavering 
lights eight miles in front of his aircraft. 

8-foot-long lights 
He said two of the lights were about 8 feet 

across, while the third appeared to be part of a 
darkened globe with a diameter of · perhaps two 
aircraft carriers placed end-to-end, Steucke said. 

The pilot reported the lights were yellow, 
amber and green, Steucke said, but not red, the 
international color for aircraft beacons. 

The pilot said the large unidentified flying 
object registered on his cockpit weather radar. 
But images on military radar screens at the time 
were dismissed as "clutter," and a blip that 
appeared on FAA screens was considered a co­
incidental "split image" of the plane, Steucke said . 

• 
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Plane crew 
1'"¥describe 
UFO scare 
From Christopher Thomas 

Washington 

The Federal Aviation Ad­
ministration is invest igating 
the sighting of an enormous, 
waln ut-shaped UFO reported 
by a veteran pi lot and con­
firmed by government radar. 
It was described as the size of 
two ai rcraft carriers. 

Captain Kenju Terauchi of 
Japan Airlines, his co-pilot 
and flight enginei>r, told FAA 
invest igators that they saw the 
lights of an unidentified object 
on the evening of November 
17 on a fligh t from Iceland to 
Anchorage, Alaska, and that it 
foll owed them for 400 miles. 

JA~ t. l~17 

I\ 1 r Tr rauchi was told to 
drop 4.noo ft and make turns. 
hut he ~a id 1h1: ·ibject contin­
LIL'd fol low ing the Boei ng 747 
l argo jet. The ground flight 
controller d irecting the jet said 
the object followed the plane 
for 32 minutes, coming within 
five miles of the jet. The crew 
said its lights stayed close, 
once appearing in front of the 
cockpit. There were two other 
small unidentified objects that 
did not appear on radar. 

Mr Terauchi, a pilot for 29 
years, said he could not ex­
plain the events, but specu­
lated that he had seen 
something of extra-terrestial 
origin and of a more advanced 
technology. He was amazed 
the objects moved so quickly 
and stopped suddenly. ca lling 
them '" two small ships and the 
mother shi p''. 

UFO account 
"His main concern was trying to determine 

whether he was overtaking another aircraft," 
Steucke said. He said the pilot dimmed cockpit 
lights to insure he was not seeing a reflection. 

After about six minutes, Terauchi reported the 
lights and air traffic controllers told him to takl}

1 

any evasive action needed. Terauchi decreased 
. altitude to 31,000 feet, but said the lights went 

down with him "in formation," Steucke said. 
South of Fairbanks, Terauchi turned the plane 

in a complete circle to see if the lights would 
follow. They did, and moved to the left side of the 
jet, Steucke said. 

The FAA and the military use the same long­
range radar in Fairbanks, Steucke said. The FAA 
also . uses sophisticated computer systems to re­
move clutter from radar images, but tl~e military 
q9es not, he sai-=d'-. ----- -----_....,._,.. 

"The military decided about a minute into this 
exercise that what it was seeing was clutter," he 
said. The Air Force did not send up an interceptor 
and is not investigating the matter, Steucke said. 

At the Anchorage FAA center, controllers 
following the flight noted occasional second blips, 
or "split targets," on the screen near Flight 1628, 
Steucke said. 

The lights vanished, heading east, when the 
JAL jet was about 80 miles north of Anchorage, 
Steucke said. 

cveNiNtr 'IL.f•WM 

I Heavens 
ab~ove ! 
UFO's on 
horizon 
A UFO investigator is asking 
people to watch the skies 
following the latest spate of 
sightings in the area. 

In the early hours of De­
cember 23, 10 witnesses 
claim that they saw flying 
objects in the sky over Brad­
ford and Leeds. 

And investigator for the 
Yorkshire UFO Society Mr 
Rod Haworth believes that 
the objects may have passed 
over Blackburn and Burnley. 

iLA~K8u~ 

JAN· 2' • l'°i 87 

He said : "Witnesses saw 
seven objects very high in 
the sky, giving off slight 
vapour trails. It happened 
between 7 and 7.30 in the 
morning." 

He is appealing to anyone 
who might have seen any­
thing to get in touch with 
him, in strictest confidence, 
on Burnley 51315. 

At this time last year a 
Darwen businessman 
claimed that he and his 
family were terrorised for 
three hours by a UFO in their 
remote farmhouse at 
Edgworth. 

a 
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Is seeing 
-:' I 21( • 

really 
believing? 

I HOPE that you will 
allow tne to answer the 
many points raised by Ken 
Headon in his recent letter 
aN>ut UFO 'sightings.' 
Firstly his last comment 
claiming 'seeing is believ­
ing;' has he never heard 
about optical illusions? 

A pencil looks bent 
when partially immers~d 
in water - is seeing really 
believing? 

There are many exam­
ples where the untrained 
eye can be deceived into 
believing that something 
unusual is happening. 
Photographic illusions are 
other examples of the 
ways that one can be 
fooled; seeing is NOT 
always believing. 

I have, however, no 
doubt that Ken has seen 
' three definite sightings' 
and I have equally no 
doubt that if he· was to 
subject them to the cold 
light of criiical scientific 
analysis then he might be 
surprised to find that he 
and many others have no 

doubt witnessed one of 
nature's many wonders. 

I too have seen many 
bright objects following 
each other and occa-

sionally separating before 
disappearing, and they 
were not from this planet 
- I never said they had to 
be. I was watching one of 
the beautiful meteor 
showers that · occur at 
kno.wn times of the year. 

Some of them contain 
large particles that travel 
slowly across the sky from ' 
known 'radiants' as we caH 
them. Knowledge of their 
identity does not detract 
from their beauty but 
people not in the know 
would assume that they 
were inexplicable and 
·therefore UFO's. 

Yes Ken, I most cer­
tainly do believe that there 
is life in outer space and I 
have more reason than 
you to feel this . Having 
studied the skies firstly 
w1th telescopes and then 
with satellites I was 
privileged to be on duty 
when our IRAS satellite 
made the first discovery of 
the possibility of planets 
around the stars Vega and 
Fomalhaut. 

I have every conviction 
that there is life elsewhere 
in the universe . Where 
you and I differ is that I 
probably have a better 
appreciation of the size of 
the universe . I believe that 
it is extremely unlikely 
that during our evolution 
we would have been 
visited by any form of 
extra-terrestrial life 
because the distances are 
so enormous. 

K\OOcR M lN STGR 
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Residents mystified 
as havoc hits homes 

'3 IQ 8 
Was it an Unidenti­

fied Flying· Object or 
a freak whirlwind 
which wreaked havoc 
in the gardens of Kid­
derminster residents 
this week? 

People in Marlpool Gar­
dens are still reeling from 
the effects of a strange 
force which visited them 
in the early hours of Tues­
day morning and tore 
down several panels of 
garden fencing. 

One resident thinks it 
could have been an alien 
spaceship which almost 
crashed on top of their 
Puxton Drive homes, while 
a neighbour reckons it 
could have been a whirl-
wind. 

Also a young girl re-
ported seeing strange ob­
jects over Kidderminster. 

The houses ' occupants 
claimed to hear a weird 
whirring noise - one.said 
lle also heard an in~xplic-

' jl;>le siren-like i;ound and 
that his house was vibrat· 

- ~~he residents said they 
were awakened from their 
sleep sometime between 
12.50 am and 3 am, by the 
whirring noise and disco­
vered six-foot fencing 
panels in a number of gar­
dens had been mysterious­
ly torn down. 

Mr Derek Perks said: 
"There was a weird whir· 

Finally , the fact that 
some people have been 
given the opportunity to 
present their views (no 
matter how unreasonable) 
on TV, radio or in books 
does not prove their case 
is right. 

I feel annoyed about the 
constant publicity given to 
astrologers, and others 
who go around inviting the 
Press to photograph them 
using geiger counters to 
'detect ' radiation from 
UFOs. The Press regard it 
as an interesting story but 
the general public never 
gets to know that someone 
else made an effort to 
point out the scientific 
absurdity of the events. 

2. 

ring sound, like a child's 
spinning top, then there 
was the sound of a siren 
which stopped as. quickly 
as it started. 

"It was as if something 
had been coming down on 
top of us and at the last 
minute regained control 
and pulled up". 

Mr Perks said he be­
lieved the disturbance 
could have been caused by 
a UFO and claimed his 
13-year-old daughter 
Rachael did see strange 
objects. 

" She said when she 

\ 

looked out of the window 
there were four weird ob­
jects, all of different 
shapes, laying above the 
town", said Mr Perks. 

But neighbour, Mrs 
Jeanette Fortune said the 
incident was probably 
caused by a whirlwind. 

"There was this horrible 
whirring noise - I was 
very frightened ", said Mrs 
Fortu.ne, who added the 
area had also been hit by 
an earth tremor last year. 

"It must have been a 
freak gust of wind'', she 
said. 

e Mr Derek Perks. 

The scie ntific case 
remains unheard among 
the rubbish that gets 
published, and I firmly 
believe the public would 
rather know the truth . 

If you are sti ll not 
con_vinced, Ken, come 

· along to our Astronomy 
Society meeting on Janu­
ary 9. We will be 

· delighted to see you -
and the topic is 'Looking 
up from down below' - a 
members' trip to Australia 
to see Halley's comet . 

L_..\WRENCE HARRIS , 
(Chairman Plymouth 

Astronomical Society), 

Peverell ,. 
Plymouth . 

" 
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1.Alexandria man raps government 

DC· Ol. WAIWIMGiTO'& TtM£S 
JAWS lct•i for UFO cover-up 

photo by Don PreislerfThe Washington Times 

·U.nidentified _!:lying Object researcher Larry Bryant in his living room amid some of his literature on UFOs. 

"You cannot escape the conclu­
sion that the government over the 
last three decades has known more 
about the UFO problem" than they 
have let on, said the 48-year-old 
Army employee. 

His small one-bedroo m 
apartment overflows with UFO­
rclated documents, photographs, 
periodicals, maps and "practically 
every UFO book I can get my hands 
on, English or otherwise." 

By Jim Clardy 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

A bumper sticker on the door of 
Larry Bryant's Alexandria 
apartment sums up his conviction: 
"UFOs Are Real- Ask The Govern-
iliCrii" 

As the founder and president of 
CAUS, or Citizens Against UFO Se­
crecy, Mr. Bryant has waged a 
10-year crusade to end what he says 
is an exten§.iYU.2Y~~-_!:!P- !J_y th~-~-
-~!..~me1_1t oJ.JJnjdel}_tifi~9. E!Yi.!!!I Ob­
Jects . 

Mr. Bryant contends the govern­
ment's acknowledgment of UFOs 
would create a dilemma because of 
"the far-reaching impact on society, 
military preparedness, space tech­
nology, religion and culture." 

In other words, "the government 
doesn't trust its citizens enough to 
deal with the reality of UFOs," he 
said. 

"The more you dig into the sub­
ject, the more you get hooked on it. 
It's intellectually habit-forming, par­
ticularly when you find other people 
who are just as hooked," said Mr. 
Bryant, a writer and editor for AR­
NEWS, an Army news service. 

Mr. Bryant filed suit filed last 



ALe-,AMD'-lA 
month in U.S. District Court in Alex­
andria, naming Defense Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger, Secretary of the 
Army John 0 . Marsh Jr. and Sec­
retary of the Air Force Edward C. 

A Defense Department 
spokesman said there would be no 
comment while the litigation is 
pending. The government has 60 
days to respond to the lawsuit. 

"Jt's a cover-up that has fed on it­
self for so long that no single person 
in authority is able to bring a stop to 
it," he said. 

Despite his conviction of the gov­
ernment's complicity, Mr. Bryant 
says he is only "90-percent confi-

Aldridge Jr. as defendants. 
The suit asks that Mr. Bryant be 

allowed to place advertisements in 
Army and Air Force newspapers 
asking potential whistleblowers to 
come forward with their knowledge 
of government information on 
UFOs. 

While the acknowledgment of 
UFOs might have caused a national 
panic 30 years ago, the government 
cover-up is now "a breeding ground 
for rumor, sensationalism, and a 
breakdown in public confidence in 
government;• said Mr. Bryant. 

dent" that UFOs actually exist. 
"If I was 100-percent confident, I 

would probably pack it in and find a 
new mystery to solve," he said. 

He described the recently re-
The suit also seeks "to reverse the 

job-related pressure Bryant has 
been experiencing because of his 
decision, two years ago, to mount a 
'UFO cover-up whistleblower adver­
tising campaign.' " 

"We are more sophisticated ... 
and can accept the idea that we're 
not alone in the universe and that we 

' may be surpassed in our scientific 
development. 

.DC.· Q\ WAS\& l~Ct'TON ~c:. ~1 
"1AM 6 l'i8, - - - - -- - -

/~z-l -· -

. ported ..sighting of a huge UFO i?Y..!l 
Japanese airline pilot as a "big event 
because it involves credible air­
borne observers and reported radar 
contact by the FAA, Air Force and 
NORAD [North American Radar 
and Air Defense]." 

The Reader~- Guide to 
The sighting was a "classic close \ 

encounter involving aircraft under 
control of some kind of higher intel- I 
ligence;• Mr. Bryant said. "This was 
obviously not a natural phenom­
enon." 

By Bernard Schoenburg 
A."'"1C•1ted Press 

CHICAGO-George Eberhart has never seen 
a flying saucer, but after compiling a list of more 
than 15,600 books and reports about UFOs he 
says. he's pretty sure there is something to' the 
stories. 
~at there is some phenomenon out . there 

which behaves at odds with what we consider 
reality seems pretty well established from the 
evidence I haye seen,'' he says. · · 

. Et>t:rh~rt is an e~itor. for an American Library 
ASSOc1allon .ma.gazme m Chicago, but he also 
volunteers his time to serve as librarian for the J. 
Allen Hynek Center for UFO Studies in suburban 
Glenview. ·Hynek was formerly head of the as­
h:onomy department at Northwestern Universi­
ty. He died in April. 
,. Eberhart's two-volume, 1,300-page work, 
UFOs and the Extraterrestrial Contact Move­

ment: A Bibliography,'' lists titles of books 
articles, records, tapes and unpublished works o~ 

. ~~entified flying objects, or UFOs. The bibliog-
- - . .. ,..---_ · --~ 

raphy is published by Scarecrow Press, Metuch­
en, NJ., and was released in December. Eber­
hart says he wrote it for libraries and for 
collectors of UFO materials. · · 

His interest in the field and his o~n collection 
of publications, does not mean. he is eccentric 
Eberhart says. ' 

"I collect it not because I believe it's all true 
but ~cause ~t's very important, not only to [giv~ 
possible) evidence of extraterrestrial life but 
also because of the impact the UFO phenon{enon 
has had on the human race," he says. 

UFOs 
- -He agrees that some of the material he listed 

is far-fetched, such as a book called "UFOs: Nazi 
Secret Weapon?'' that says Adolph Hitler and 
other Nazis escaped from Germany in 1945 and 
have survived in a colony at the South Pole, their 
base for an air force of flying saucers. 

"I didn't want to ignore anything, no matter 
l:low ridiculous it might seem," Eberhart ex­
plains . 

The list's entries include more than 5,500 
boo_~ in English, 2,200 books in other languages 

and magazines such as the Flying Saucer Review 
and the International UFO Reporter. 

One listing is for a 1957 record album called 
"Music From Another Planet," on which Howard 
Menger played songs he says were taught to him 
by a man from Saturn. · 

The bibliography has 158 chapters on differ­
ent types of listings. One chapter is on UFO 
abductions, in which people claim they were 
kidnaped by aliens and later released. 

Another· is on animal mutilations, where extra­
terrestrials are blamed for kitting cattle or other 
animals whose organs are supposedly surgically 
removed. There are two chapters on UFO re­
ports before 1945, some reaching back 2,500 
years to the Roman Empire. 

Eberhart, 36, says he has been interested in 
UFOs since he was a teen-ager. In the 1960s and 

. 19708, he says, people reported many sightings, 
but there was a decline from about 1981 until a 
year ago; when things began picking up again. 

But new technology is making it tougher to 
determine which reports of UFOs are important, 
now that there are aircraft like experimental 
Stealth planes in the air. 

"In 1987, it may have more of a basis in it 
being a government project than it would have 
been in 1957,'' he says.// 
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Dtq, the cornfield flying saucer return to cin old haunt? 

Mystery twinkler 
above the Downs 
A MYSTERIOUS -shimmering, 
twinkling object hung suspended 
above France Bottom near Alfris­
ton early on Thursday morning: A 
UFO, an optical illusion or the 
Christmas Star? 

Young mother Tizzie Coleman of 

SUSSEX EXPRESS 
LEWES 

Report by JUDY MOORE 

Littlington was the first to spot it · 
through the window as the family sat 
at breakfast. 

" It was like a very bright star, a 

large twinkling light above the hill," 
she said. 

Her husand Christopher and children 
Ella, nine , and Barnaby, two, also saw it, 
although five-year-old Tilda did not. 

" When we first saw it the object was 
stationary and flashing , then after about 
three minutes it moved off very, very fast 
towards Lewes," said Mrs Coleman. 

"I've never seen a UFO before and I've 
always been slightly sceptical, but this 
couldn't possibly have been an aircraft. " 

It was a cloudy, overcast morning and 
the flashing light was hanging below the 
cloud base. Mrs Coleman said two of her 
neighbours also spotted the mystery ob­
ject. 

" I joked 'here they come again' when I 
first noticed it because it was so close to 
wh~re five circles appeared overnight in a 
cornfield recently. People were saying they 
were the marks made by flying saucer 
legs." 

An Air Traffic Control spokesman at 
Gatwick said there were no helicopters 
operating in the area at the time . He then 
apologised for pouring cold water on the 
UFO story by suggesting it was a plane. 

"If the aircraft were coming towards the 
spotter with its lights on it would appear to 
be stationary, then as it altered course 1t 
would look as if it were gathering speed," 
he said. 

" We get quite a few reports of sightings 
in similar circumstances. I would say it was 
an aircraft coming in from France on the 
normal flight path over that part of 
Sussex." 

But UFO researcher Barry Gooding, 
who collates reports of British sightings for 
an American scientific establishment, said 
the happenings near Alfriston are almost 
identical to an unexplained mystery m 
Wiltshire 18 months ago, only in reverse . 

"A very bright light was seen near 
• Westbury, and the next morning a corn­
~d directly below the Westbury White 

horse was covered with rings ," he told the 
Express. 

Mr Gooding said he was unable to say 
what 1t was the Coleman family saw 
without more details . He would like to 
hear from anyone else who saw the twinkl­
ing star and from locals with information 
about the cornfield rings . "But no crack­
pots , please," he said. ,,, 

Above: a flashback to the 
· summer's day when locals 
( woke up to find these strange 
circles in a cornfield. Were, 
they made by flying saucer legs 

. when visitors from outer space 
· landed or was it an elaborate 
. hoax? 



A BLAZING fireball the size of a 
house played tag with her car, fright­
ening Rosa Waldner and her hus­
band John "until we didn't know 
what to do," and giving them their 
first real-life encounter with a UFO. 

"I was blinded by the light," she adds. 
"I had never seen a UFO before and 

didn't know what to expect. It was the 
strangest and, in a way, the most frighten­
ing thing that ever happened to me." 

Giant star 
Ironically, her meeting with the UFO 

occurred on Halloween night just after 
sunset. 

Rose and John were driving on King 
George Highway toward New Westmins-

• ARTIST'S CONCEPTION of the house­
alzec! flying object that hovered over the 
Waldners last Halloween night In the 

ter, CN, when they saw the o n , a skeptic about 
glowing UFO. such things, agreed, "I see 

"It hovered less than 50 it." 
feet above the ground," she The UFO had a red cloud 
remembers. "At first it was of light beneath it and was 
a bluish, sparkling light, circled by a necklace of 
reminding me of a giant lights, she says . After 
star. approaching their car and 

"But then as it neared, it stopping 100 yards away, 
changed to the intensity of the UFO began zigzagging. 
a blowtorch. It hurt my It passed over a group of 

wilds of Canada. 

had seen anything," de­
clares Rosa. "I felt a bit 
foolish. 

"Our friends believe our 
story. Still, I realize how 
weird it sounds. Especially 
when they keep· asking us, 
'Are you sure you saw what 
you saw?' 

"We have to answer, yes, 
we know what we saw." 

eyes to look at it." young children playing Powerli"ne 
with firecrackers and 

Zigzagging sparklers. Rosa says the UFO final-
The UFO changed colors "They were so engrossed ly left them to follow a 

to orange, looking like a in their play they didn't powerline. 
fireball . Rosa, a retired even see it," says Rosa. She adds, "Itshot off into 
nurse and a grandmother, She called the Royal t he sky, like a be a m of 
turned to her husband in Canadian Mounted Police light, tracking the power-
shock and asked, "Are you to report the sighting. line and was finally gone." 
seeing what I'm seeing?" "They said nobody else -TRAVIS HAWK 
--------------------------------1• A TERRIFIED Rosa Waldner and her 

husband were chased down by a UFO 
while driving their car. n was the couples' 

first such encounter. 

UFOs terrorize 100s in Mississippi 
A f7LEET OF UFC?s put on a ne.?n sign," Roz:i recalls. ing every which way." 

spec.tac~la~ show m the Mis- I~ was one big ball of fire until it Sam and Naomi Slater went out-
s1ss1pp1 ."'~ht sky, amazing got Just above ~e. The~ , it burst side to investigate after something 
and terrifying hundreds of ap'.lrt , and. thedifferentp~eces went shook their house from its founda-
stunned witnesses. flymg off ~n every d1rect10n. You'd tion. 

better heheve I was scared. " "There was a terrible racket at "It was the most frightening thing 
I've ever seen," says rural house­
wife Betty Farmer. "But itsure was 
colorful. " 

Ron Newhouse thought he was 
seeing a meteor at first . "But as it 
came closer, it slowed down and 
glowed bright red~nd green, like a 

Clem Stone rec~on s there. were fi rst," Sam says, "like a stick of 
ov~r a dozen dazzlmg UFO~ m all. dynamite going off. Our house rat-

My son and I were checkmg the tled fo r around a minute. I thought 
fence around the north pasture it was an earthquake. 
about .. two hours past sunset,".Clem "But when we got outside, we saw 
says. When we started back m the these lights streaking wildly across 
truck, the whole sky suddenly be- the sky above the house " 
~an to shine in bright colors flash- _:_ uz PENN 



UFO report no surprise 
to longtime believer 
'They're here to warn ·us of danger we are' 
by Peter Lewis 
Times. staff reporter 

Reports of a jumbo walnut­
shaped unidentified flying object 
being sighted · across the Archc 
skies were music to Wayne Aho's 
ears. 

"I'm always thrilled to hear 
those reports because \not µlany 
get into the news," said the 
Tacoma resident known as "Mr. 
UFO." 

Aho was referring to ·. recent 
news accounts telling of a veteran 
pilot who said three UFOs - two 
small ones and one shaped like a 
walnut and twice the size of an 
aircraft carrier - trailed his Ja­
pan Air Lines cargo jet for 400 
miles as he flew acroSs northeas­
tern Alaska from Iceland to An-

--~hora_g~ ~~ -!".IQY· !~- _____ -~. _ 
The. pilot, his co-pilot and flight 

engineer' on JAL Flight 1628 report­
ed seeing flashing lights trail their 
jet: Federal Aviation Administra­
tion officials confirmed that the 
controller who handled the flight 
saw a mysterious object trail the 
jet on his radar, and Air Force 
officials at the Alaska Air Com­
mand said their radar picked up 
something near the JAL plane. 

But Aho, founder and president 
of the New Age Foundation Inc., 
yesterday predicted that in the 
coming days or weeks, news orga­
nizations will be running "kill 
stories" that cast doubt on the 
sighting's authenticity. 

" Someone will come up with an 
explanation far more impossible -- -· -- - -·--- -- --·----·-
~- anyone to imagine as being 
realitv," Aho said. 

That's what happened, Aho 
recalled, after amazed crew and 
passengers on a Soviet airliner 
reponed ~mg a star-like UFO 
beam a thm ray on the ground, 
then turn its dazzling light on the 
aircraft, then become a green 
ewud that . "escorted" the plane 
4Yring a night over Minsk in 
~.ruary 1985. 

... The story first appeared in . a 
Eussian rwwspaper. But Soviet 
authorities later discredited the 
report, saying the UFO was actual­
ly space junk omiting the. Earth, 
Aho recalled. His memory 1s borne 
out by U.S. newspaper clips. 

- "How could space junk fly 

alongside and not fall?" asked Aho. 
"How could it foUow at the speed 
of an airliner and fly beside it for 
17 miles?" 

ln the case of the newlv 
reported sighti::g. Aho wondered 
why it has ta.ken nearly two 
months for it to mt:ke news. " 'Wnat 
held it up?" he asked. 

Aho, v.·ho said he has personally 
seen UFOs nine times, believes 
there is a deliberate effort on the 
pc.rt of L'1e ~ational Security Coun­
cil to suppress UFO sightings 
because of the economic and 
political upheaval confinned sight­
ings would cause. 

Yet according to an eight-year· 
old Gallup Poll, 16 million Ameri­
cans have reported seeing UFOs. 
Aho said. A.."ld worldwide, an esti­
mated 150 million people have seen 
them. he added. 

He said the frequency of sight­
ings has increased since the U.S . 
bombings of ~agasa.ki and Hiroshi· 
ma at the end of World War II. 

Aho's "awakening" to UFOs 
started in 1957 while he was 
attending a UFO convention in the 
Moja\·e Desert, where he became 
involved in a "clo5e encounter of 
the third kind - like the movie," 
he said. 

UFOs are from a superior 
civilization that have come here 
"to warn us of the danger we are 
to ourselves,·· A.ho believes. 

A self-described "70 ,-ears 
youn~... Aho . said h~ was an 
intelligence officer trained m air· 
craft identification who attained 
the rank or major in the Anny 
durtn~ the war. 
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Roben Gribble, a ret ired 
Seattle firefighter who operates 
the Seattle-based .!'\ational UFO 
Reporting Center, has received 
~housand.s of reports of UFO sight­
ings over the years. He said the 
large, wal.nut·shaped UFO report­
ed seen by the JAL pilot over the 
Arctic skies is similar to outlines 
previously reported. 

"l think the sigruficant th:;;g 
there is that they tracked it on 
radar" Gribble said. "It lends 
cred.ibilitv that they saw b-): :; 
objects {the UFO and the p!a::-:-i 
on the screen at the same time ... 

T\l'O weeks ago, Gribble said 
yesterday, he was ~ont~cted by a 
Japanese reponer m \\ ash1:ig:c1n, 
D.C., who was the first to '"':" 
him to the sighting. G rib':>le ~ ,_: 
the reporter was trying to gat!ier 
confirmation from various afe:'!­
cies to see if they had the sighting 
on radar, or if it had been repor:ed 
bv other ainme crews. "and want­
ed to know if we had other repoi!s, 
and of course we didn 't," GJ'. ':.; ':.; :e 
5'.'> ld . 

In 1956, hi s center rece l'-~ ,, ;­
averdge of six reports a da~ of 
sightings from English-sp-::··, - :;·.g 
people from the Caribbean a-. "\ •SS 
l'\orth America to Hawaii. Gr."b'e 
said. Busier years have ave:c;i"d 
from 15 to 20 calls a day. ///" 

, I 



IL- Oi3 Ci--1 (CAGQ l RI BU N·f 
~AN rl. I '181 

Rog~ 
~ Simon 

UFOs behave like 
a bunch of rubes 

Newspapers ,always begin the new year the 
same way: 

There ts a story on the first baby of the year­
who never seems to have anything interesting to 
say-and then there is the UFO story. 

This year's w;o stoQ. came the day after New 
Year's and reCeived very serious treatment The 
Washington Post ,put it on the top of page three, 
a space usually reserved for hounding presidents 
out of office. 

It see'!ls ~ veteran airline p~ot named Kenju 
Tercmchi said he saw a mysterious object while 
flymg from Iceland to Anchorage in a Japan Air 
Lines cargo plane. 

This object was so enormous that 'it dwarfed his 
plane, he said. Terauchi told reporters, "It was a 
very big one-two times bigger than an aircraft 
carrier." · 

Me, I would have figured it was an aircraft 
carrier, a flying one with a thyroid problem. 

But everyone else was sure this, was a flying 
saucer, flown by space aliens. Asked whY, a UFO 
would follow his plane, Terauchi said: "We were 
carrying Beaujolais, a very famous wine made in 
France. Maybe they want to drink it" 
. ~c~ is my point. If you were an advanced 

civilization, capable of building an intergalactic 
vessel, would you buzz .a Japanese cargo plane in 
orde~ re get ~mt? Beaujolais? Why not just land 
at Std s Beau1olais R Us or · sqme other liquor 
store? 

And would you go through the rigors of space 
fli~t-we may be talking about more than 2 
mtlli<?n years m suspended animation-just for 
Beaujolais? Wouldn't you go after a nice Pauillac 
or M.~ux instead? 

_This ts my trouble with believing in UFOs and 
aliens. These are supposed to be advanced beings 
but they never act that way. They never even act 
sensibly. 

Surely they know all about us on Earth. They 
supposedly have been monitoring our· TV broad­
casts for years. So they know that all men on our 
planet have 5 o'clock shadows, wear pastel-col­
ored clothes, drive low black sports cars and 
shoot people in Miami. And all the women wear 
bathing suits and high heels, have satin ribbons 
draped across their chests that say "Miss Utah" 
and have a fervent desire for world peace. 

But, knowing this, what do the aliens do? Do 
they land someplace sensible such as Times 
Square or at the White House? Do they reveal 
themselves to people we would instantly trust, 
such as Pat Buchanan or Oral Roberts? No, they 
do not. 

If they are not revealing themselves to Japanese 
airliners on New Year's Day, they are landing in 
swamps just outside Hawk 'N Spit, La. 

And the humans who end up talking to the 
aliens always seem to' be two brothers named Jim 
Bob and Bill Fold Doob, two semiretired paint 
strippers who are in the swamp at midnight frog 
gigging. [If you don't know wtrat frog gjgptg is, 
send me a self-addressed stalhped envelopp, I 
won't send back a reply, but I like to soak the · 
stamps off.] 

So these tremendously advanced creatures invi­
te the Doob boys aboard the saucer and the 
brothers give an interview the next day, usually to 
one of your better supermarket publications. 

"They was tall," Jim Bob will say, "and kinda 
green." . 

"But right friendly," Bill Fold will say. "They 
sold us beach property on Jupi~r." 

Honestly, now, if you were going to make con-. 
tact with Earth, wouldn't you pick someone who 
had the respect of the entire nation? Vanna 
White or Oprah, perhaps? 

Many of you will remember one exception. 
Jimmy Carter, who used to be president, once 
saw a flying saucer. He also once claimed he was 
attacked hr a giant, swimming rabbit, but that's 
another story. 

Carter said that at 7:15 p.m. on Jan. 6, 1969, 
he was in the small town of Leary, Ga., about 40. 
miles from Plains, to attend a Lion·s Club 
meeting. He was standing outdoors waiting for · 
the meeting to begin and saw a single "self-lumi­
nous" object "as bright as the moon." · 

To Jimmy, that glowing object had to be a 
flying saucer. To people who investigated, it had 
to be the planet Venus. Me, I think it was his 
'brother Billy's nose. 

I do want to do something positive about 
UFOs, however. I want to make a standing offer 
to all space aliens: 

Next time you are in the planetary neighbor­
hood, I want you to look me up. I can't promise 
you page three, but I will spell your names right. 
If you have names. 

Well, that's the offer, you guys. Come on 
down! The Beaujolais is on me. 

~ Los Angeles Times Syndicate 
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UFO Sightings 
Or Near-Death 
Experiences 
Change Lives, 
Experts Agree 

.../AN 2.0 I t A7 
-..Sixty-three percent reported that 

they had a change in attitude about 
religion. They reported a over all.' Incredibly, even her entire life flashed befor~ 
broader:iing, wid~ning_ .and atheists moved in this direc- her eyes - Harris said sh1 
deeperung of their religious tion - from having no reli- under"Went a total transfor 
faith. They h~d ~oved fro~ gion, they embraced this uni- mation. She became less ma 
a narrow beh~f .in a certain versal form of spirituality." terialistic, less selfish ant 
segment of religion toward a Davis said her study found more interested in helpin1 
~or~ universa~ form of spir- 53 percent of UFO spo~ters people. She also becam 
ituahty - feehng that all the also became more psychic af- more psychic, she says. 
world's children are as one, terward. .. . 
with one universal God for One of the most amazing I was . an at~eist befor 
all. near-death experiences re- ~Y experiences, ~he addec 

"And 58 percent showed searched by Dr. Ring in his 1 I Now my whole h~e center 
an increase in psychic abil- study involved Barbara Har- on love of an all-loving God. 
ity. They said their ability to ris, a research assistant at 1 - JA.MES McCA.NDLIS 
foretell the future and their the University of Connecti-
intuition or inner wisdom cut Health . Center. Eleven 
had improved greatly." years ago, she broke her 

Similar changes were re- back in a fall an~ experi­
ported by 93 people who had en_ced two NDEs whlle recov-

. enng from surgery. 
seen UFOs, a~cordin~ to re- ' In the first instance, she 
seacher Lorraine Davis, who - -­
made a study of their experi- found herself ~loating j~st I 
ences at . John F. Kennedy below the ceihn~, lookin~ I 
University in Orinda, Calif. down at her body in a hosp1-

"Sixty-five percent of the tal bed. 
people who saw a UFO &aid "Next thing I knew I was 
they were less selfish, less in total darkness," Harris 
egocentric," Davis said. said. "I went through a sort 

"They were better able to of tunnel ... I looked up and 
put themselves in the other in the distance saw this in-

major changes - they be- person's shoes. credible, bright golden light, 
come less selfish, more psy- "Thirty-eight percent mov- which to me was God." 

People who have bad near­
death experiences or who've 
seen a UFO undergo three 

chic and they also change ~d f~om havi~g _a narrow be- After her second NDE'. a 1 
. tt't d to d eli- 1 hef in one rehgion - Catho- week later _ during which 

their a 1 u e . war r lie, Baptist, etc. - to a more 
gion, studies show. universal spirituality. 

One study was conducted by "They made sue~ com-
Dr Kenneth Ring a University ments as: 'I now beheve we 

· t' t ' h l cnst It are all part of one large 
of Connec ICU psyc .0 Oe,. . · global family , with one God 
included in-depth mterv1ews 
with 111 people who'd had a 
near-death experience (NDE) . 

In some cases the people saw 
themselves lying in bed while they 
left their own bodies, or found them­
selves traveling through a tunnel to­
ward a ' brilliant light, which they 
felt was God, or had similar super­
natural experiences. 

"What was most interesting was 
the change that took place in their 
lives after the NDE," Dr. Ring said. 

"I found that 85 percent reported 
they became less selfish and more 
positive about themselves and 
others. 

"The NDE changed them from be­
ing ordinary 'What's in it for me? ' 
types to people who genuinely cared 
about the poor, the hungry and ev­
eryone else. 

T""E ~UA~ t>\AN. "'O HDO N 
~ . J~~ a \C\87 
US radar monitors 

jet-h~1Jnding UFO .,,,, '"m•" "' ... '""', 
Onaplanet incrl'asingly so· silhouette. It was a very bi 

i'rom l\lichal'l White · b' phisticated about such one - "two t1mrs 1ggt 
ID Washington things, Captain Terauchi 's than an aircraft carrier," II 
THE US Federal Aviation trstimon :v is . certa inly un- said through an interpreter. 
Administration is not offi· usual. The captain. aged 47, What separates tltis int 
cially investigating the un· who has l>t'rn a pilot since dent from most reported 1 
identified flying object " two his tl' r ns and who. thr FAA the FAA or the Mutual, ut 
times bigger than an aircraft confirms. has no drug or al- network's bot line in Seguir 
carrier ", which a veteran <'Ohol involvement, says he Texas, is that the FAA a1 
Japanest: pilot insists ~ur· was heading for Anchorage mits picking up radi 
sued lum for 400 n11les at tbc controls o.Llli~ .Ja_pa·_ sightings of the incident· 
ai>ove Alaska. "We are not ·-- . . B · 747 I d th" k N investigating as there is ncse A1rhncs oemg . revea e 1s wee - on 
nothing to investigate." says cargo plane in clear evc~mg vember 17. The• flight co 

k ma weathrr when he noticed troller reported that tt 
a spffio 7s

11 
n,h "ti . that he had company-lights. object stayed with Fligl 

Uno c1a y, t e post on 1s . , 1628 for 32 minutes ac 
more complicated, since the " They were flymg paral· \ came as close as five mile 
mvsterious walnut-shaped lei and then suddenly ap· 
presence, accompanied by proached nry c_losc" Captai~ Teru:,chi has 01 
thl' two smaller walnuts, was Captain Trrauch1 told mves· t>xplanat1on. Wt> we 
not only spottt:d by Cap~ain tigators. D~spite the lim~ted carrying Beaujolais .. fro 
Kcnju Tt>raucht . his co-pilot, vision available from Hight Franct' to Japan . 
and crew but by FAA and 1628's cockpit, he caught a reveah•d." May be tll('y w~ 
air force radar in Anchorage · trd to drink it." 
- though it has not shown 
Ill'\ nn fhfl' r :uiar taurs. So 9 
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Cowboys watched a starship crash 
----- - - - - 4~- - -

£ in 1884! 
By DEREK CLONTZ 

TQe automobile ;md the 
airplane had yet to be in­
vented when a handful of 
stunned cowboys watched 
.one of the most spectacu-
lar UFO crashes in history 
- in Dundy County, Ne: 
braska! 

I 
Ellis and Williamson said 

According to Omni maga- they mountE!d their horses and 
zine, John Ellis and Alf Wil- rode furiously toward the re­
liamson were just t~o of tl_le mains of the enormous, cigar-
horrified cowpunchers who - shaped craft. 
claimed to have seen.the flam- B.ut they had to stop short 
ing starship fall from the sky because the ground surround­
in broad daylight on June 6, ing it was white hot and bub-
1884. bling like molten glass! 

Their gripping accounts of Ellis turned back but Wil-
the incident appeared in lea~:- Hamson foolishly lingered and 

stared at the super-heated 
ing newspapers throughout- wreckage, which singed his 
Nebraska. - hair and blistered his face, the 

And if those stories were ac- Nebraska Nugget and Lincoln 
curate, the crash was actually Daily Journal said. 
confirmed by a team of inde- Unidentified investigators 
pendent investigators who in- reportedly traveled to the site 
spected the wreckage. a few days later. They said the 

The cowboys told reporters spaceship was 50 feet long, 10 
that the UFO looked like a feet in diameter and shaped 
giant meteor when it first ap- like a cylinder, just as the cow­
peared in the sky on its dizzy- boys had said. 
ing plunge to earth. 

But they changed their 
minds when it slammed into 
the ground, bounced and skid­
ded for half a mile - leaving a 
trail of machinery and smol­
derin£ metal in its wake. 

rL-b.U C~IC:AGo S'l.lN 
TIM€~ 

JAN !28 \C\81 
l3 '6 1 
Jet pilot's UFO called 
bright image of planet 

NEW YORK (AP)-A Japan Air 
Lines pilot who said an unidenti­
fied object flew alongside his air­

. plane was actually seeing a bright 
image of the planet Jupiter and 
possibly Mars, a UFO investigator 
said yesterday. 

Philip J. Klass said that on Nov. 
17, when the pilot said he saw the 
UFO, Jupiter was extremely bright 
and was visible precisely where the 
pilot reported the sighting. 

Eerily, Nebraska's Daily 
State Journal reported that 
the remains of the UFO "dis­
solved like salt" in a rainstorm 
before anything could be sal­
vaged. 

And while nobody men­
tioned anything about survi­
vors or bodies, the editor of 
the Lincoln Daily Journal 
speculated that the UFO was a 
"vessel belonging originally to 
another planet." 

Incredibly, people are still 
arguing about the alleged 
crash even today. Some be­
lieve the whole thing was a 
hoax. 

But others, like University 
of Nebraska folklorist Roger 
Welsh, aren't so sure. "It was 
a very long time ago," he said. 

"There's just no way any­
one can know what did or did 
not take place." 

lO 
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At Anchorage 111lrport Terauchl demonstrates how~ giant obJec~ maneuvered to fly In fonnatlon with his plane. · 

THROUGH THE ALASKA ~ARKNESS 
KEN JU irErRAUCHI, A 7 4 7 P.DP3'CT, IS 

PURSUED BY A UFO- R SO HIE CLAIM-

As the Japan Air Lines 747 cargo jet 
winged through the night skies over 
northern Alaska last Nov. 17 there was 
no hint of anything out of the ordinary. 
For the three-man cockpit crew of 
fli ght 1628, the leg from Reykjavfk to 
Anchorage was a routine milk run, 
though the hold was brimming with 
cases of Beaujolais for the Japanese 
market. Then around 6 p.m., with the 
plane cruising smoothly at 35,000 feet, 
Capt. Kenju Terauchi, 47, sighted "two 
columns of light" piercing the darkness 
about a mile ahead and some 30 de­
grees to his left. "I thought it might be a 
mil itary aircraft," he recalls, "so Ira­
dioed Anchorage flight control to ask, 
'Is there another plane near here?' An­
chorage replied, 'The only traffic 
is you.'" 

As for the pilot's account of the bi­
zarre events that followed, Steven 
Spielberg could hardly have scripted it 
better. " Suddenly the lights came to 
within 500 to 1,000 feet of the plane," 
says Terauchi, who saw " two dark cyl-

~ 

lnders with row after row of spinning 
amber lights, one row spinning in one 
direction, the next in the opposite ." 
These were no ordinary lights-"They 
were incredibly bright but cast no 
shadow," he insists. "I was sure it 
wP.sn't another plane; it moved so 
quickly that I realized it was not some­
thing human but had to do with very 
high technology, very high intell igence. 
I thought it might be a UFO." 

A JAL flier with 19 years experience, 
Terauchl was astonished at the spec­
tacle, ye~ says he felt no fear. The twin 
cylinder~ "flew in formation, and I real­
ized they had better control of their 
craft than I did, so there was no fear of 
collision." He watched mesmerizectfor 
three to five minutes as the UFO sped 
ahead and disappeared. In its place 
the pilot saw two white, fluorescent­
like lights perhaps eight miles away. 
He fl ipped on his weather radar and 
got a faint blip on his screen . Gradually 
Terauchi 's 747 overtook the apparition 
and, against the glow of Fairbanks' city 

n1 ....... .. ,.. ...... ~-h hv Anh Sta.oleton I \ 

lights far below, he glimpsed a star­
tl ing silhouette-~ gjapt ball "the size 
of two aircraft carriers" with protrud­
ing lights and a light band through the 
middle. 

Since Anchorage air controllers had 
reg istered a radar target near flight 
1628, they called for a backup radar 

, check from the regional military con­
trol center. The U.S. Air Force control­
lers reported seeing a blip similar to 
Terauchi's, but called back a minute 
later to say t~e signal was gone. Te­
rauchi nevertheless received permis­
sion to make any course changes 
"needed to avoid the traffic ." As the 
747 flew a 360-degree turn, says Te­
rauchi, the UFO "followed along in the 
same beautiful formation." Finally, at 
6:53, all sightings ceased , and flight 
1628 proceeded to land in Anchorage 
without further incident. 

Officials from the Federal Aviation 
Administration's Anchorage off ice an1 
JAL promptly launched an investiga­
tion . Far from providing a reassuring 

c,orR! 
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Controversy 

xplanation, the probe has served only 
>deepen the mystery. 
The customary explanations of sup­

osed UFO sightings-special climatic 
)nditions.refraction or reflection of 
1ht from another source-have all 
~en suggested but none seems ap­
·opriate. What about the radar 
;inals? The Air Force can 't vouch for 
-iat Terauchi saw on his weather ra­
tr and now attributes its own brief 
p to "electronic clutter," possibly a 
dar echo. 
More intriguing is what Terauchi 's 
"JW, copilot Takanori Tamefuji and 
Jht engineer Yoshio Tsukuda, saw or 
ln't see . Both sighted a peculiar light 
. ek ing the ir plane, but neither wit­
ssed the closer encounters with the 
0 . The pilot's suggestion that his 
~w was too busy with flight duties 
~ms curious and, still more perplex­
' news reports suggest there was 
1imal cockpit chatter of the "What­
s-that?" variety. 
·he FAA has discounted the possi­
ty that Terauchi might have halluci­
ed the whole experience due to fa-
1e or the influence of drugs. And no 
! has accused the crew of taking ii­
sips from the cargo. Although the 

Terauchl's draw· 
lngs of the UFO 
showed the twin 
cylinders (top), 
and the giant ball 
dwarfing his 7 47 
(located under 
rim on right side). 

crew was not tested, the FAA solemnly 
reported that "crew members were 
not influenced by drugs or alcohol." 

Ultimately the issue hinges on the 
credibility of Captain Terauchi, a one­
time Japan Air Self Defense fighter 
jock and a pilot with an impeccable 
record. No one could suggest a reason 
why he might want to invent a cocka­
mamie yarn and risk professional ridi­
cule . Terauchi contends that other pi­
lots have seen things in the skies but 
don't report them because doing so is 
bad for one 's career. 

To date the FAA takes the position 
that while Terauchi is a responsible pi­
lot, there is scant evidence to corrobo­
rate his strange sighting . But the cap­
tain is not done with UFOs. Just last 
week , flying a similar cargo mission 
from Europe to Anchorage, he said it 
happened again. "Please record this, " 
he radioed air traffic control excitedly, 
lapsing partly into Japanese. "Irregular 
lights, looks like a space ship." This 
time there were no unexplained radar 
contacts, though Terauchi 's cockpit 
companions (a different crew from 
flight 1628's) again were uncertain as 
to what, if anything, had happened. The 
FAA will investigate. Watch this space. 
-Written by Dan Chu, reported by 
Nancy Faber • 
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NEWS· 
STAND 

STEVE DUNNINGTON 
Special to The Times 

These are-the ~;-;;i:; that the public 
will associate with 1986 as the years 
roll by, but they are just the tip of a 
very large and sensational iceberg. For 
anyone who reads the tabloids - at the 
new~tand, in the supermarket check­
out line or in the privacy of their own 
homes - 1986 will be remembered as 
the year of the space aliens. While 
other publications either ignored UFO's 
and their drivers or treated them like 
swamp gas, the tabloids have scored 
scoop after scoop on the extraterres­
trials in 1986. 

These half-sized newspapers re­
vealed that UFO aliens are living at 
secret 10cations all uvet Uie place -
the earth's core, the South Pole and the 
Pentagon, to name just a few. For a 
long time, the tabloids have explained 

- ' 

that the straight papers don't report on 
UFO aliens because the aliens take on 
human form and it's im~ible to 
distinguish them from the rest of us. 
This past year, the tabs discovered that 
the aliens not only look human, they 
are human. No wonder there's been so 
much confusion . 

The Sun newspaper reported in 
November that the internationally• 
famous UFO Research Center outside 
of Sao Paulo, Brazil, actually captured 
a space alien. Well, they didn't exactfy 
capture it. "The alien exited the 
spacecraft and walked right to the 
back door," explained the janitor at the 
Research Center. "We let him inside, 
and he lay down on the examinatidn 
table." 



li~t:: N~l..\15 SiAl\\P <:.<Dl'.l'T 
After some tests, a battery of 

doctors declared that the creature ha·s 
all. the ~haracteristlcs of a human 
being. ThJS discovery explains another 
revelation by the Weekly World News. 
Not . only are the extraterrestrials 
walking among us! one !1&.s actually 
defected to Russia! HJS name rs 
Vladimir. This, in turn, explains the 
S~ story that America's pennies a~ 
being stolen by aliens who need the 
metal for their spaceships. If these are 
the ~me guys who are working for the 
Russians, they would be alien aliens 
and twice as hard to catch because 
they're as human as you and me. · 

. A lot of people might fear that the 
discovery that aliens are human will 
mean the end of space alien news as 
we ~o~ it in the year to come. Don't 
panic. I m sure that the tabloids will go 
to whatev~r lengths they need to ih 
o~er to bnng the latest in extraterres- : 
~r;:.1 news, no matter how human they __ 3 

;--;;:~::-:---:-:--::-:--~:---~~~~___;,~ 
•. N~sstand by Steve Dunnington appe~·i 
Friday 1n the Scene section of The Times. ' · ~-

•Alf Collins is ill. His column will resurTMJ~ 
when he returns. :W 

Alt about UFOs 
• • 

10 two volumes 
Author launches index 

I.L· Ol.'l 
• 
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< ffyitig sau~ers and mess~ges fro~ outer spac~ · abound in UFO .tii~iitt~;~~ fr~fu the 
past. Librarian George Eberhart has compiled over '15.600 entries in . his new 
bibliography on UFOs and .extraterrestrials. . . 

. -. ·:· ·. . ,;; . -· ·:·:· . ·... .:::_.:·· ~:·. . . :· . -.-

By Jim Ritter 
A mountain of material has been 

w~itten ab<?ut ~f§{s, from serious 
science to mere 1 e nonsense. 

The most complete bibliography 
ye~ of works ~m unidentified flying 
objects has JUSt been published, 
and author George Eberhart isn't 
fussy about what he lists. 

The two.volume set, UFOs and 
the Extraterrestrial Contact Mo~­
me nt (Scarecrow Press Inc., 
$97.50), . lists 15,613 works, ranging 
from Carl Sagan's books and Scien­
tific American articles to publica· 
tions about hollow Earth theories 
and Nazi UFO fleets. 

The bibliography is being sold to 
libraries and UFO scholirrs. 

"As a sociological phenomenon, 
UFOs permeate our culture," Eber­
hart said. "I wanted to list every 
single thing that ha.S been written 
about UFOs. No one had done that 
before." 
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The job took two years. By day, 

- Eberhart edited a library journal 
for the American Library Associ­
ation in Chicago. On weeknights, 
weekends and vacations, he bur­
rowed in libraries in Chicago, New 
York and Washington, filling thou­
sands of index cards with such 
titles as My Trip to the Ten Lost 
Tribes Inside the Earth, by Mad­
eline Argo;· UFO Flight: Visit to 

Planet Se lo, by Hal Wilcox; _Susie's 
Sudden Saucer, · bY, Dorns ~an 
Tassel, and The Gospel According 
to Science Fiction: God Was an 
Ancient Astronaut, Wasn't He? by 
John Robertson Allan. 

. Eberhart owns 2,000 UFO books, 
and is librarian of the J. Allen 
Hynek Center for UFO Studies in 
Glenview, which has 5,000 books. 

His 1 298-page bibliography lists 
works f;om 36 countries, including 
books magazine articles, newslet­
ters ~ecord albums, dissertations, 
TV 'shows, movies, comic books and 
go~er1:1ment _documents. 

c. £) \\.\ I T . . 
Perhaps the most bizarre items 

are newsletters by cultlike groups 
claiming extraterrestrial cont~ct: 

"These journals often contam m­
terminable messages from the 
space brothers, deva:itati~gly tur_gid 
treatises on cosmic h1erarch1es, 
simplistic tips on livii;ig a !Doral 
life, rambling theological tm~des 
and occasional political outpourmgs 
that tend to be both populist and 
reactionary;• Eberhart said. 

Entries in Volume I are devoted 
to the evidence, real, imaginary and 
fraudulent, for UFOs. Topics in­
clude nocturnal-light UFOs (ball 
lightning, earthquake lights, swai:np 
gas, etc.), flying saucers, radar blips 
attributed to UFOs, sea and space 
UFOs, and UFOs in h'tstory, psy­
chology and religion. 

The religion category includes 
accounts arguing that biblical mir­
acles such as Joshua making the 
sun stand still are related to UFOs, 
evangelical tracts- stating that 
UFOs are the work of the devil and 
serious essays bn how UFOs affect 
contemporary religious thought. 
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The wackiest material is in Vol­
ume II, ·which deals with the extra­
terrestrial contact movement. For 
example, one chapter li~ts works 
supporting and debunkmg best-

selling. author George Adan:ski, 
who swore he met a long-ha1r~d 
man from Venus named Orthon m 
a California desert in 1952. 

Other chapters list works on ap­
paritions of the Virgin Mary, the 
"men in black" who supposedly 
intimidate UFO witnesses, UFO 
fiction ancient astronauts and the 
hollow' Earth theory. This theory 
holds that a sun in the center of 
the Earth provides daylight for 
subterranean aliens, or perhaps 

Nazi refugees who pilot UFOs. 
Many UFO works are out of 

print. And, despite UFOs' impact 
on popular culture, most library 
collections are sparse. 

Eberhart writes: "Special collec­
tions in science fiction and radical 
-American politics were at one time 
considered too frivolous for preser-, 
vation, but now their relevance is' 
well-established. The same shift in 
perception will gradually take place , 
with UFO materials." ~ 

'UFO' is only ultralight aircraft - again 
William Bossio of Hartsdale 

says he knows a UFO when he sees 
one. -

And you'd be hard pressed to 
convince him that the lights he saw 
skimming along Westchester's sky 
Thursday night were anything 
earthly. 

"I called the (Westchester 
County) airport and they told me it 
was a club of guys who fly around 
at night in different formations," 
said Bossie, a former member of 
the New York State Air National 
Guard. "But, they didn't have stan­
dard aviation lights, and that's 
against the law, and their forma­
tion was too perfect." 

Bossie wasn't alone in his insis­
tence that the lights forming a big 
V in the sky at about 10 p.m. had 
to be from out-of-this-world. 

Police throughout central and 
northern Westchester and officials 
at the Westchester County Airport 

,•. 

received about two dozen calls 
from residents who said they saw a 
UFO. 

And, . as they have many times 
in the past, police and airport offi­
cials said it was a group of pilots 
flying ultralight aircraft from air­
ports in Dutchess County. 

"They have a flying group in 
Stormville and they do a lot of 
flying at night," said New York 
State Trooper R. Rivera. "We fre­
quently get a lot of calls about 
UFO's. . .It's very hard to tell un­
less you know what to look for. The 
wings are too hard to see." 

In Yorktown, police attributed 
the six UFO sightings they re­
ceived to a flying club out of 
Rhinebeck Airport, also in Dut-
chess County. . 

"It's the same crew from up in 
Rhinebeck," said officer Gary 
Frank. 

Police said the pilots fly with 
large red and yellow lights 

IL\ 

'I don't know. This thing was 
right over us. It was a huge V 
and moving real slow. I just 
don 't know.' 

- Laura Rauhofer of Greenburgh 

strapped to the bottoms of their 
aircraft and remain in very tight 
formation, making it difficult to 
distinguish between the individual 
machines. 

That's what officials told Laura 
Rauhofer of Greenburgh when she 
reported seeing the lights traveling 
over Route 9A in Elmsford. But 
she was not completely convinced. 

"I don't know," she said. "This 
thing was right over us. It w~s a 
huge V and moving real slow. I JUSt 
don't know." 

- Mlchael Slllckm•n 



'WE ARE NOT ALONE' 

'UFO-ologist' listef)S -
- and believes 

by Ronald W. Powell 
Times staff reporter 

Robert Gribble believes in 
UFOs He wishes everybody did. 

- "If people realize we are not 
alone - as we have been taught 
for hundreds of years - man's 
outlook as to how we tn=:at each 
other would change," said G'.1b­
ble, a self-described UFO-olog1st. 

"Now we think of ourselves as 
citizens of the U.S. If we thought 
of ourselves as citizens of the 
planet Earth, things would 
change for the better." 

Pursuing UFOs, and expand­
ing the world's knowledge about 
them, has been Gribble's passion 
for more than 30 years. 

A retired firefighter, he has 
recorded and investigated thou­
sands of UFO sightings from his 
South Seattle home, which dou­
bles as the National UFO Report­
ing Center. 

Gribble considers himself a 
modem-day pioneer in the mostly 
civilian realm of UFO studies. 
Yet he also feels a connection 
with curious ancient Egyptians 
and Romans who scanned the 
skies for objects they described 
as silver shields. 

\ .~ 

The UFO center is in a small 
second-floor office. It is cramped 
but neat, crammed with filing 
cabinets, UFO literature and 
Gribble's operations station - a 
desk with two phones, a tape 
recorder and miniature clip­
boa rd. 

He pays $1,200 a year from his 
own pocket to keep the center 
going. 

From his desk, Gribble fields 
an average of six calls a day 
from around the globe from 



people who think they have seen 
a UFO. 

Some callers are calm, some 
hysterical. 

But all seek an explanation 
for what they have seen in the 
heavens, from someone who un-

derstands, someone who won't 
snicker. 

Yesterday, the phones began 
ringing early. 

A woman from Utica, N.Y., 
said she witnessed an "enormous 
fire trail extending all the way- to 

..the horizon" shortly after 2 a.m. 
Sunday. No noise accompanied 
the vision, which resembled an 
explosion in the night sky, the 

Please see UFO on A 6 

Gribble uses thumbtacks to mark reported "close encounters" on a map of the United States. 

fflot1sands 
of reports 
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woman said. 
Within half an hour, a man 

called from northern New Jersey 
inquiring about " bright white 
lights" he had seen in the sky 
about 4:15 a.m. Sunday. 

A third call, scant minutes 
later, came from a Seattle-area 
man who had read somewhere that 
a Soviet ship had wit_nessed the 
crash at sea of a UFO. When he 

heard no further information on 
the incident, the caller said he 
began wondering if the Soviets 
were suppressing information. 

And finally, he asked Gribble if 
he thought there was a connection 
between the alleged sighting and 
the release of Soviet dissident 
Andrei Sakharov from internal 
exile. 

All callers found a patient ally 
in Gribble. He studiously recorded 
their comments, asked clarifying 
questions and ended the conversa­
tions by jotting down their phone 
numbers in case he learned addi­
tional information. 

Gribble is recognized as one of 
the country's foremost UFO au­
thorities even though he has never I 
seen one himsel f. 

"Even though I've never seen 
one, there's not the slightest doubt 
they're there," said Gribble, who 
lists his phone number with law 
enforcement, government agen­
cies, news media and others na­
tionwide who might receive UFO 
reports. 

"Either that or we've got a lot_ 
of notorious liars from all around 
the globe," Gribble said. 

Many of the callers are U.S. 
citizens. 

The office contains a large map 
of the United States that's studded 
with 3,500 shiny red pinheads, some 
of them anchored in the Seattle­
Puget Sound area. Each pin repre­
sents a so-called "close encounter" 
sighting of a UFO. Some of the 
sightings date from 1946. 
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To classify as a close encoun­
ter, the witness must be within 500 
feet of the object. 

Gribble doesn't claim to know 
the origins of UFOs, but he's 
certain "we're dealing with tech­
nology that makes our rockets look 
like toys." 

For this reason, he is not the 
least bit surprised by the recent 
UFO report of a veteran Japanese 
airline pilot. The pilot said his 
Japan Air Lines jet was shadowed 
for nearly 400 miles over Alaska by 
one gigantic and two smaller 
aircraft in mid-November. 

'· What surprises Gribble about 
ti)~ JAL report was the purported 
shape and size of the largest 
aircraft. The pilot said it was 
wah:mt-shaped and about 1,800 feet 
in diameter, much larger than the 
usual 3(}. to 5(}.foot wide aircraft 
that are normally reported. 

Investigations sometimes show 
callers mistook human-made or 
natural objects for UFOs, he said. 
Helicopters, burning space debris, 
meteors or bright planets or stars 
are the most frequently misidenti­
fied objects. 

But he flatly disagrees with the 
U.~. Air Force's Project Bluebook, 
which was terminated in 1969 after 
more than twenty years of UFO 
investigation. 

·-From the thousands of calls he 
has· investigated over the years, 
Gribble says most of the craft are 
described as disc-shaped, spheri­
oal1 oval, triangular or cigar­
shaped. People reporting close 
encounters often say a humming 
sound emanates from the object. 

Citing reports in declassified 
government doc.uments as well as 
his own voluminous research, 
Gribble has concluded the govern­
ment is covering up the existence 
of UFOs to prevent panic. 

The Federal Aviation Adminis­
tration later confirmed that an air 
traffic controller spotted the un­
known aircraft. But agency spokes­
men said the investigation was 
hampered because a radar record­
ing failed to show the aircraft's 
signal. 

Humanoid figures standing 31/2 
_to 4 feet tall have been reported, 

And he said scientists, who 
1depend on the government for 
' research money, have been retuc-
1tant to pursue something the gov­
•ernment says does not exist. 

- some without hands, fingers or 
feet. They have been reported to 
flo~t above the ground, Gribble 
sai9. 
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"That's all right," he said with 
a chuckle. "We'll carry the load 
for them 'til Big Daddy says it's all 
right for them to talk about it.''!/ 

Row erupts ove1 
-..s12i . 

York~shire 'UFO' 
By TIM ZILLESSEN 

. ... 
Controversy is raging among UFO 
spotters following claims that the 
Craco Unidentified Flying 1lbject is a 
trick of the light. .. 

Three-and-a-half years ago the .YEP exclu­
sively published a photograph of the sighting at 
Cracoe Fell, near Grassington, which was being 
hailed as the most conclusive evidence of a UFO 
·ever seen in Britain. 

B u t now the West Yorkshire UFO Research 
Group, headed by Mr. Andy Roberts, editor of 
Brigantia, a nationwide UFO magazine, says the 
photograph is nothing more than an 1,10usual piece o.f 
light reflection. 

To s u p p o rt its case the group sent its own 
photographs or·tnl! ·p hen omen on to the same 
photographic analyst used with the first sighting, 
Mr. Klaus Wehner, in Wiesbaden, West Germany. 

And in a letter to Mr. Roberts the analyst says the 
new photographs unmask the Cracoe UFO phe­
nomenon as nothing more than a reflection. 

Mr. Roberts said his group had been investigating 
the Cracoe sighting for three years and had now 
proved conclusively it was a natural phenomenon 
and not an extra-terrestrial visitor. 

"We believe we have incontrovertible proof that it 
is nothing more than a complex light reflection . 
Undoubtedly a lot of people saw something that day 

·but unfortunately they do not accept a rational 

I explanation for it and still r~fuse to do so:'_' he said. 
. "We did not set out deliberately to dispel or to 
i disprove the s i g h t i n g , we simply set out to 
I investigate it. We are open-minded enough to accept 

I a UFO sighting when it happens, but not in this 
case." 

But his claims were immediately dismissed by 
Mark Birdsall, of the Yorkshire UFO Society, who 
along with his brother Graham bruught the Cracoe 
UFO to the attention of the YEP. 

"We absolutelr reject any suggestion that the 
sightin$ was a light reflection. We are convinced 
somethmg was seen on that day on the fell," he said. 

He said his group had in the last few days visited 
the two police officers who took the photographs, 
and both stood by their original claims. 

· Mr. Birdsall then made a stinging attack on the 
' research group and the photographic ana.IYst. 
I He said the group had only been in existence for 
I three years and did not have enough information to 

I 
make any positive claims. He dismissed the analyst 
as a great sceptic who had no scientific authority to 

' make any judfments. 
Mr. Birdsal added that his society had produced a 

200.page report backing up its claims. f 

I..., 



EX.:oso professor theorizes alien_ 
By JOHN HAYES 
CorTffPOndenl, The Oregonian 

CORY ALLIS - Aliens from dis­
tant worlds may be watching Earth 
and making unofficial contacts with 
selected humans, says a recently 
retired scientist at Oregon State Uni­
versity. 

His theory is that advanced and 
benevolent space beings may have 
adopted an embargo on official cdn­
tact with earthlings, · wishing to 
avoid the chaos that could sweep the 
planet if their presence were sud­
denly revealed. 

Instead, they have adopted a 
"leaky embargo" policy that allows 
contact only with citizens whose 
stories are unlikely to be credible to 
scientists and the government, said 
the scientist, James W. Deardorff, 
58, professor enteritus of atmospher­
ic sciences. 

"They just want to let those know 
who are prepared to accept it in 
their minds tluit there are other be­
ings," Deardorff said. "They may 
want to slowly prepare us for the 
shock that could come later when 
they reveal themselves." 

Deardorff, who retired in Septem­
ber, has been described by col­
leagues as one of the most illustrious 
members of OSU's atmospheric sci­
ences department. His research on 
atmospheric turbulence and bound­
ary-layer effects earned him the 
field's highest honors, including the 
1978 Rossby gold medal of the 
American Meteorological Society. 

Took early retirement 
Yet the lure of e:f'?tprrestdal 

mysteries un~amin y the scien· 
tific establis ent was foo strong to 
resist. Last fall Deardorff took an 
early retirement and began devoting 
all his energy to the question. 

"He has a worldwide research 
reputation. We were very sorry to 
lose him," said W. Lawrence Gates, 
~hairman of the atmospheric sci· · 
mces department. "It was a com· 
)lete surprise to most of us. I tried 
;everal times to persuade him to 
;tay." 

In 1985 Deardorff added the 
'leaky embargo" theory to the scien­
ific literature on extraterrestrials, 
1ublishing it in the Quarterly Jour­
tal of the Royal Astronomical 
:OCiety. 

The theory assumes the presence 
f alien beings, an assumption Dear­
orff says he is inclined to make. 

First of all, he says in his litera-
1re; there may be between 100,000 
nd 10 million independently 
rnlved advanced societies on plan­
:s in the Milky Way galaxy alone. 
Deardorff contends it is probable 

1at one or more of these advanced 

beings 

SHAN GORDON 

OSU professor emeritus James Deardorff retired last fall to devote 
all his time to studying the possibility of extraterrestrial life. 

alien societies has traveled to Earth, 
and he says it's even possible the 
planet is at any moment under 
observation by a number of different 
alien emissaries. 

Deardorff said he is inclined to 
accept the view ofJJlQ_experts that 
10 percent to 2opeFCent of UFO 
sightings cannot be explained using 
terrestrial explanations alone. 

"If they are physically around, 
using technology that is tens of 
thousands of years in advance of 
ours, it would appear to be magic to 
us," he said. 

Since before his retirement, Dear­
dorff has worked on a book describ­
ing what he believes is the best evi­
dence so far for his theory. 

The book, which exists in a half­
dozen manuscript versions, centers 
on the experience of a Swiss named 
Eduard Meier who in the mid-'70s 
reported on 120 meetings he had 
with alien beings. 

Meier's aliens traveled in flying 
saucers, which they allowed him to 
photograph, and communicated 
with Meier through telepathy. 

Meier, dismissed by the heads of 
some UFO organizations as a fraud, 
said the aliens would agree to meet 
only with him. Others were denied 
permission to observe Meier take his 
photos. 

Although the case seemed suspi­
cious to some, it fits Deardorfrs 
theory nicely, since the contacts 
appear to be designed to provoke 
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skepticism among official investiga­
tors and scientists. 

Deardorff says the social shock of 
confronting extraterrestrials could 
be avoided as long as the widespread 
disbelief among governments and 
scientists was not jeopardized. 

"Awareness of what was taking 
place would then proceed very grad­
ually, no faster than huumankind in 
general was inherently prepared to 
accept the extraterrestrial mes­
sages," Deardorff wrote in his 1985 
paper. 

Deardorff is prepared to accept 
many ideas looked upon skeptically 
by other scientists, including telepa­
thy and the possibility of time travel 
and physical dimensions other than 
space and time. 

'Less middle ground' 
His open-mindedness has made it 

more difficult to operate in the scien­
tific mainstream, where scientific 
committees have been formed to 
debunk theories about UFOs and 
psychic phenomena. 

"There's a lot of polarization 
going on now," he said, adding ihat 
he has had trouble getting some 
papers on extraterrestrials pub­
lished in scientific journals. 

"There's a lot less middle ground 
than there used to be," he said. "It's 
no accident that I'm getting more 
active in this area now after retire­
ment." 

In his own department, Deardorff 
received mixed reactions when it 
became clear he was heavily 
involved in research on alien beings. 

"There were some who preferred 
not to talk about it at all, but maybe 
three-fourths of the. department 
were very interested," he said. 
"Only one or two believed it was a 
totally silly waste of time." 

Despite the raised eyebrows, 
Deardorff is firm in his resolve to 
continue his inquiry. The field cries 
out for serious treatment by reputa­
ble scientists, he says, and it could 
lead to the greatest discovery of all. 

"The likelihood there's something 
there is very high. Look at it this 
way: What are the odds that all this 
could be a hoax?" he said. 

"Why should we leave this up to · 
science fiction writers? It's time that 
the scientists got involved in this."/ 
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Mysterious 
arcs are 
discovered 
• 
Ill spac~ 

By David L. Chandler 
Globe Staff 

PASADENA. Calif. 
Huge, mysterious. ·glowing 
arcs larger than any other 
vJsib\e structure ever seen In 
the universe have ~n dls-

"covered- next to two distant 
.- dusters of galaxies, astrono­
., mers reported here yester­

day. 
The astronomers, Roger 

Lynds of the Kitt Peak Na­
tlona I Observatory and 
Vahe Petroslan of Stanford 
University, cannot explain 
what the arcs are made of or 
how they formed, they said, 
but Petroslan said that "If I 
had to bet, I'd say they were 
collections of stars.·· 

"It's the kind of thing 
that gives theorists night­
tnareS," Petrosian said. "It 

lOciKSliJre God cut up some-
thing like a big piece of rope, 
cut off all the loose ends. 
took out all the complexity 
and just plopped it in the 
sky." 

The finding was an unex­
pected result of a routine 
survey of the brightness of 
distant galaxies. When the 
thin. filamentary structures 
were first seen in the pic­
tures, Lynds said, "this just 
about floored me. This to me 
Is an astonishing thing, ab­
~olute!y incredible_,:__:_-~-_ 

What makes the structures so 
hard to explain, he said, is their ' 
apparent perfection - the circular­
ity of the curves and the clearly 
defined edges, unlike anything 
ever seen on such a scale. 

"It starts suddenly, stops sud­
denly and Is curved smoothly," 
Lynds said. "How can we get such 
geometric coherence over such 
enormous distances?" 

~AN- Q - \<197 

The galaxies In the clusters as­
socla ted with the arcs - giant egg­
shaped collections of billions of 
stars - are of a type thought to be 

1 

collldlng with_ and swallowing up 
smaller, passing galaxies. These 
massive colllslons may produce 
expanding shock waves, lfke rip-. 
pies spreading out In a pond, that: 
trigger the birth of new stars, the 
astronomers suggest. 

The light frorn the arcs, which 
Is bluer than that from the galax­
ies, Is typical of areas of recent 
star formation, which supports 
the Idea that the graceful curves 
may consist of bands of newborn 
stars along the wavefront, the as­
tronomers said at a meeting of the 
American Astronomical Society, 
which, with 1,600 participants, Is 
th.e largest g~therlng of astrono­
mers ever held' In North America. 

AlterQatlvely, such shock 
waves could have been produced 
by a black hole - a small but 
dense object - hurtling through 
the galaxy cluster, wreaking hav­
oc through Its Intense gravitation-
al field. · 

The problem with either of 
these shock wave theories, they 
said, Is that such waves shoulq 
have produced a spherical shell, 

· which would look somewhat dif­
ferent than the arcs they found. A 
section of a sphere, seen from the 
edge, would have a sharp bound­
ary on the outside of the curve but 
would decrease only gradually In 
brightness toward the Inside, be­
cause we would be looking 
through part of the shell. 

These arcs, however, are as 
sharply bounded on the Inside as 
the outside. 

The shape of the arcs also re­
sembles the Jong "tafls," whlpllke 
collections of stars, sometimes 
pulled from one galaxy by the 
gravitational attraction of an­
other passing galaxy, the astron07 
mers said. But all known exam­
ples of such structures are much 
less bright than the newly discov­
ered ·arcs, they said. And, once 
again, the sharp edges found here 
are not seen In tails and cannot be 
reproduced by computer simula­
tions. 
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Lynds suggested that all of the 
galaxies In the clusters may actu­
ally have formed from such arc­
li k e structures because such 
shapes would have to be very un­
sta ble In the Jong run under the 
1nfluence of gravity. He says that 
these arcs could not last for more 
than about 1 billion years. Be­
cause the universe Is about 15 bil­
lion years old. he describes these 
arcs as "very young." 

The arcs, found near two clus­
ters of galaxies, are about 18 tril­
lion miles Jong and lie at a dls­
t(\llce that is about 4,000 times 
the distance to the nearest galaxy, 
Lynds said. The arcs themselves 
are so Jong that the)' could be 
wrapped three or four times 
around our galaxy. 

Because of their great distance, 
Lynds said, "we have no chance 
at all to see Individual stars" that 
make up the galaxies, so any In­
formation about the composition 
of the arcs has to be Inferred from 
the 'properties of the light they 
emit. 

_Lynds hopes to be able to mea­
sure that light In more detail In 
coming months. By spreading the 
light out through a prism Into its 
constituent colors. producing a 
spectrum. It should be possible to 
determine their exact coni'posl­
tlon. which might help to explain 
how they formed. 

"The most urgent thing right 
now is to try to get good spectra. 
so we can tell what we're looking 
at," Lynds said. 

Lynds said that this discovery 
is "the most thrllllng thing I've 
ever seen, and I've had some real 
thrllls." 

Petroslan, the theoretician of 
the team, added, "It's very excit­
ing, but It's very frustrating as 
well" because the discovery Is so 
hard to understand. 

But Lynds, smiling broadly, 
seemed unperturbed by the diffi­
culty, "If we had the explana­
tion," he said, "It wouldn't be as 
much fun." .. / I 

1986: JAL flight encounters UFO over Alaska. 

1950: McMinnville, Ore. 1950: McMinnville, Ore . 

.. .,.,.. 

1952: Salem , Mass. 1952: Anacortes, Wash. 1965: Santa Ana, Calif . 
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Earth scientists 
- - - -- - ------

still don't see 
-- -- -

the light 
By Debera Car1ton 
P-1 Reporter 

C ould UFOs operated by extraterrestrials really 
visit planet Earth? Have "E.T.s" already been 
here? · 

Forty years after Boise pilot Kenneth Arnold flew 
over Mount Rainier and reported seeing nine bright 
"flying saucers" traveling at incredible speed, the 
debate over unidentified flying objects is very much 
alive. 

Most scientists insist that 95 percent of the more 
than 12,000 UFO sightings reported since 1947 can be 
or have been explained in earthly terms - military 
and advertising aircraft, balloons, meteors, human 
misperception and the re-entry of satellites and even 
a Soviet rocket. 

UFO proponents say it's all a "cosmic Watergate" 
being covered up by military and government 
agencies. . 

But as evidenced by science polls and two recent 
UFO sightings reported by Japan Air Lines Boeing 
747 crews - including a sighting on Sunday - the 
popular imagination can still get more of a workout 
than scientific method. 

According to a 1'986 National Science Foundation 
survey on "scientific literacy," 43 percent of 2,000 
Americans polled agreed with the statement "It is 
likely that some of the unidentified flying objects 
that have been reported are .really space vehicles 
from other civilizations." 

Scientists acknowledge that the majority of 
reports come from honest and concerned people who 
have seen flying objects they can't identify. 

Many scientists, such as University of Washing­
ton astronomy Professor Woodruff Sullivan, also 
believe that extraterrestrial intelligence may exist. 
Absence of evidence, they say, is not necessarily 
evidence of absence, which is why such esteemed 

' ' If we are to judge by the 
number of UFO reports over 
recent years, it would make no 
sense to send so many 
spaceships so often. Surely we 
are not THAT interesting. 

- Isaac Asimov 

scientists as Carl Sagan have joined a National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration program 
called SETI (Search for Extraterrestrial Intelli­
gence). 
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• The No. l type alien, constructed in 1970 from 
details of some of the 300 alien UFO landings report­
ed to Hayden Hewes, then director of the Interna­
tional UFO Bureau, a group of quasi-scientists 
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SETI will use sophisticated electronics in an 
attempt to search for and possibly communicate with 
other civilizations. · 

The scientific community, however, draws the 
line when it comes to the idea that beings from other 
worlds are visiting Earth in flying saucers. 

"If you spend your effort with UFOs, you really 
are going to be in trouble with your colleagues," said 
Sullivan. "UFOs simply do not yield themselves to 
scientific investigation. You cannot repeat the 
circumstances in order to investigate them and get 
credible evidence." 

Although it may be a human or cultural need to 
beli~ve strongly in t~n~ that can't be proved, 
Sullivan and other scientists want the public to 
regard UFOs as "modern mythology, not science." 
. B~use scientific exploration so far has yielded 

little evidence of other intelligent life within our own 
solar system, scientists reason that E.T. would have 
to visit us from elsewhere in the Milky Way galaxy or 
from other galaxies. 

And that's a lot of miles to cover for any 
visit to Earth. 

The Milky Way galaxy is 100,000 light­
years across. A light-year is the distance light travels 
m one year, 6 trillion miles, and modern science says 
there is nothing faster tluµi the speed of light. 

The Voyager II spacecraft - the 
fastest vehicle ever built by humans -
still took 9 years to reach the planet 
Uranus, which is only about halfway to 

the edge of the solar system. 
Barney Oliver of NASA-Ames Re­

search Center, head of the SETI· 
project, said: "I think they're smart 
enough not to travel. When you_ 
compare the costs of interstellar travel 
vs. in~rstellar communication, they 

would, like us, choose communication. 
It is cheaper by billions of times." 

Franklin Roach, an astrophysicist 
and former professor of astronomy at 
the University of Hawaii who has 
studied UFOs, essentially agreed. 

"It's my opinion that there are other 
civilizations, but it's also my opinion 
~hey aren't visiting us because of the 
immense distances," said Roach. "It 
would take over four years to get to the 
nearest star if you could travel at the 

speed of light." 
. . There are other reasons why 

scientists doubt any connection between 
UFOs and extraterrestrials. The technol­

ogy required would defy currently under-
stood laws of physics and aerodynamics. 

Bob Gribble, h~d of the Seattle-based 
Na~ional UFO Reporting Center, and DRle 

Goudie of the Puget Sound Aerial Phenomena 
Research Center in Seattle, have both devoted 

years of research to UFO cases. According to both 
an~ to published scientific accounts, flying-saucerlik; 
objects have been seen speeding at thousands of miles 
per hour and making controlled high-speed turns and 
stops. 

They have been described as falling suddenly out 
of the skY_ or rising .quickly and disappearing. Some 
reports, still unexplained, describe "light beams" that 
emanated from the object and made car engines and 
other elec~ronic systems stop working. 

There is also a 1980 case, still unsolved, in which 
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two women in Texas received 
severe radiation burns after pur­
portedly seeing a UFO. 

UFO proponents say these 
reports show that UFOs are 
powered by technology that is, as 
Gribble put it, "several levels 
beyond what we know." 

A Victoria, B.C., inventor, T.B. 
Pawlicki, wrote in "How to Build 
a Flying Saucer" that UFOs could 
be evidencing electromagnetic ef­
fects such as "ion drive," which 
operates "by charging atomic par­
ticles and directing them with 
electromagnetic force as a jet to 
the rear. generating a forward 
thrust in reaction." ' 

• Counters Thornton Page, an 
· astronomer who . works at the 

NASA Space Center in Houston 
and who co-wrote "UFOs: A Sci­
entific Debate" with Carl Sagan: 
"I do not think there are other 
forms of energy allowable in cur­
rent physical theory, by which I 
mean the latest in quantum the­
ory; general relativity and particle 
physics. 

"I consider myself a good 
scientist, but these energy fields 
and other features they talk about 
are entirely outside of science," he 
said in a telephone interview. 
"There just isn't anyplace that 
you can fit in the kind of technol­
ogy claims that the UFO believers 
make. I think it's a lot of b.s." 

Some scientists conc~}de that, 
even though UFOs defy r.urrent 
understanding, more advanced 

technologies might exist, · waiting I 
to be discovered. Two hundrPd 
years ago, they say, nobody under­
stood how to get man to the n1"'•' l. I 
eitlwr. : 

I 

Scientists say the remai1!111 1: ·, ! 
percen t of unexplained UFO " Y.ses I 
could be explained if enough fund ­
ing and incentives existed for 
scientific investigation. Since the 
Air Force closed its Project Blue 
Book in the late '60s, the govern­
ment has conducted no official 
UFO investigations, nor has it 
made funding available. 

For UFO believers, the unex­
plained 5 percent remains proof 
tha~ E.T. could be visiting. They 
say if more funding were ~ailable 
the evidence would prove thei; 
case. 

7 
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Scientists reveal shocking discovery_: 

UFO aliens found 
A GROUP of biolog­

ists stumbled on a 
UFO base at the South 
Pole and researchers 
believe trips by space at South Pole 
aliens to and from the area are burning up Earth's 
ozone layer. 

Scientists discovered the base through aerial photo­
graphs taken of a remote section in Antar<;tica. 

"We believe it is a base for alien spaceships," says Olen 
Gunderson, who examined the pictures from his UFO 
research center in New 
Zealand. -

"There is clearly a base 
perhaps a mile long right 
near the center of the 
South PolP.. This field was 
not there in t h e early 
1970s when other pictures 
were taken of the area. 

Markings 
"There are also distinct 

markings along the field 
that show it is some type of 
UFO air base," he adds. 

Olen points out that 
several photographs have 
not been available because 
they were confiscated by 
U.S. government officials 
when t he biologists r e­
turned home. 

" Those photographs 
showed actual vehicles fly­
ing into the area and leav­
ing," says Olen. 

"They also show figures 
on the ground that are not 
hum a noid . We be lieve 
they're aliens from another 
planet. 

"But the government is 
trying to hush this up. 

"We also think the UFO 

• SCIENTISTS say ETs are 
burning up our ozone with 
their spaceships, which 
landed at an icy base in 
Antarctica, right . Olen 
Gunderson, who took pic­
tures, now confiscated, of 
the base, plans future po-

lar expeditions. 

base is responsible for 
holes in the ozone layer." 

Environmentalists have 
been concerned about the 
damaged ozone layer since 
the late 1970s. Without the 
layer, we would not be pro­
tected from the sun's ul-

ETs are burning 
up Earth's ozone 

traviolet rays. 
In a recent study, scien­

tists reported the holes in 
the ozone layer around the 
earth's poles were caused 
by sunspot explosions that 
punctured our atmosphere 
in the late 1970s. 

"But if our theory is cor­
rect, this was about the 
same time the spaceships 
began landing and taking 
off from the South Pole," 
says Olen. 

"Pictures taken of the 
area before that time show 

'he objects were like 
nothing I have ever seen 
before," says the scientist. I 

"We weren't able to get 
• • close to them, but we could 

tell they were faster than 
anything we are capable of 
building. 

no such base. But pictures 
taken after the 1970s show 
the base is there." 

One scientist with the 
U.S. biological team who 
refuses to be identified, 
says he saw aircraft land­
ing in the area. 

?~ 

"I flew over this area in 
the early seventies and 
never saw anything like it. 
This base could not have 
been built by any govern­
ment in such a short time," 
Gunderson says. 

Believer 
"I am not a strong be­

liever in UFOs, but I saw 
the air field and the mag­
nificent ships with my own 
eyes," he adds. 

Olen believes aliens 
from outer space began us­
ing the airstrip in the late 
1970s as a way to dodge 
radar units. 

"We are currently plann­
ing another expedition to 
the area," he adds. 

~RED SLEEVES 
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Ul=O chronicler: Something's 
George Eberhart has never seen a 

flying saucer. But after compiling a 
list of more than 15,600 books and re­
ports about UFOs, he's pretty sure 
there is something to the stories. 

sity who died in April. Weapon ?" It says Adolph Hitler and 
other Nazis escaped from Germany 
in 1945 and have survived in a colony 
at the South Pole, their base for an 
air force .of flying saucers. 

up 
"That there is some phenomenon 

out there which behaves at odds with 
what we consider reality seems 
pretty well established from the evi­
dence I have seen," he said 

Ebcrhart's two-volume, 1,300-page 
work, "UFOs and the Extraterres­
trial Contact Movement: A Bibliog­
raphy," lists titles of books, articles, 
records, tapes and unpublished 
works on unidentUied flying objects. 

"I didn't want to ignore anything, 
no matter how ridiculous it might 
seem," he said. 

Eberhart, an editor for an Ameri­
can Library Association magazine In 
Chicago, volunteers as librarian for 
the J. Allen Hynek Center for UFO 
Studies In suburban Glenview, Ill., 
named for the Astronomy Depart­
ment head at Northwestern Univer-

"I collect it not because I believe 
it's all true, but because it's very im­
portant, not only to (give possible) 
evidence of extraterrestrial life, but 
also because of the impact the UFO 
phenomenon has had on the human 
race," he said. 

He lists more than 5,500 books in 
English, 2,200 books in other lan­
guages and magazines such as the 
Flying Saucer Review and the Inter­
national Ul<,O Reporter. 

One listing is for a 1957 record al­
bum called "Music from Another 
Planet," on which Howard Menger 
played songs he said were taught to 

He agrees that some of the mate­
rial is far-fetched, such as a book 
called "UFOs: Nazi Secret 

., -
him by a man from Saturn. 
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The bibliography has 15R chap­
ters · one is on UFO abductions, .m 
which people claim they were 10~­
napped by aliens ; another ts on am­
mal mutilations. where extraterres­
trials are blamed for killing catUe or 
other animals. There are two chap­
ters on UFO reports belQre 1945, 
some "'feachirig back ~ years to 
the Roman Empire. 

Eberhart, 36, said people reported 
many UFO sightings in the 1960s and 
1970s, but there was a decline from 
about 1981 unW a year ago. 
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'UFO' is only ultralight aircraft - again 
William Bossio of Hartsdale 

says he knows a UFO when he sees 
one. -

And you'd be hard pressed to 
convince him that the lights he saw 
skimming along Westchester's sky 
Thursday night were anything 
earthly. 

"I called the (Westchester 
County) airport and they told me it 
was a club of guys who fly around 
at night in different formations," 
said Bossio, a former member of 
the New York State Air National 
Guard. "But, they didn't have stan­
d!lrd aviation lights, and that's 
against the law, and their forma­
tion was too perfect." 

Bossio wasn't alone in his insis­
tence that the lights forming a big 
V in the sky at about 10 p.m. had 
to be from out-of-this-world. 

Police throughout central and 
northern Westchester and officials 
at the Westchester County Airport 

~ 

received about two dozen calls 
from residents who said they saw a 
UFO. 

And, as they have many limes 
in the past, police and airport offi­
cials said It was a group of pilots 
flying ultralight aircraft from air­
ports in Dutchess County. 

"They have a flying group in 
Stormville and they do a lot of 
flying at night," said New York 
State Trooper R. Riv.era. "We fre­
quently get a lot of calls about 
UFO's ... It's very hard to tell un­
less you know what to look for. The 
wings are too hard to see." 

In Yorktown, police attributed 
the six UFO sightings they re­
ceived to a flying club out of 
Rhinebeck Airport, also in Dut­
chess County. 

"It's the same crew from up in 
Rhinebeck," said officer Gary 
Frank. 

Police said the pilots fly with 
large red and yellow lights 
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'I don't know. This thing was 
right over us. It was a huge V 
and moving real slow. I just 
don't know. ' 

- Laura Rauhofer of Greenburgh 

strapped to the bottoms of their 
aircraft and remain in very tight 
formation, making it difficult to 
distinguish between the individual 
machines. 

That's what officials told Laura 
Rauhofer of Greenburgh when she 
reported seeing the lightll traveling 
over Route 9A in Elmsford. But 
she was not completely convinced . 

"I don't know," she said. "This 
thing was right over us. It was a 
huge V and moving real slow. I just 
don't know." 

- Micha.a Slack~ 


