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e all have an idea they

$ 3

i!? Flgn%’saucers are a little like
A t exist, but since none have
!

j. showed the White

% lawn or Johnny Carson
v , we can generally disbelieve
' vlth impunity. -

k But it seems everybody knows
30R y who's ted one in,
met}!?:ds at. midnight.
% newspaper was
phene calls from a local

5. swore he had opce been
, ,e ed by eliens, beamed up

ying . then im-

spunded sinnere mo But
? don’t have to be an engineer

the Federal-Aviation Adminis-
{tration Technical Center
4ereabouts to figure this guy’s
ltory had to have a hole or two.

. You only need FAA Tech Cen-
awr eexperts to debunk the really
stuff like the widely re-

i sighting of a flying walnut ..
% %2 twe aircraft carriers

by a Japan Airlines crew
Alaska last November. :
t made the flying walnut
‘gretty interesting was that

and military air con-

ers iniuallly reported observ-
W evidence of the thmg on their

.;.Ihem?t‘ﬁ'y s00n determined

“ﬂe second blip on their control-

{er’s ecnﬁewas simply  “ground

to radar si rico-

ting off buildings and such.

UFO buffs had to hold their

i gouecﬂve breath until recordings

: of the FAA radar readings were

Fﬂewed by the experts at the
-ech Center.

NI D2 PLEASANTVILLE ATLANTIC, C<iTYPRESS

?’i,lt was ultimately determined
\#m the control system at the
AA’s Anchorage facility created -
z ¢ second blip because it
gmgerly correlate radar
henomenon is not |

uusual" FAA offncmlssaid
"“Well that explanation sounds

"sincere,

too. It’s not such a wild
l&btion that two multimillion-dol-

ieces of avionics would goon |
link during the same crucial |
e frame. But when a msanology.
-asked to interview our lo::rgigh- ges for the local guy, he never
‘vdlled back to say whether it was
4 boy or a girl.

herou, the FAA

“tach

Penmylvania who
e a vocation of studying UFO

\ , says he has good reason.
the years, he has iled
memos once circulated
ﬁnng top officials of the CIA,

and sundry branches of the

re sent The Press copies
are pretty impressive
f ut in trutz. there’s no
ki ay 0 temng whether the docu-
ts are authentic. After all,
can’t very well go to the CIA
say, “Look, about that 30-
-old secret document on ‘fly-
d_}sm . Is that for real, or

t »
"nAnother flying saucer buff,
Schaefer, a truck driver
from Clementon, says these docu-
aients were actually declassified
ago and are stock stuff
ong all serious students of
phenomenon You be the

ijmong the scarier memos is
jome that purports to be from the
Sttateglc Air Command to J.
E ar Hoover, then FBI director.
March 22, 1950, it reads:
;p.n investigator for the Air
orce stated that three so-called
‘fiying saucers had. been recov-
cered in New Mexico. They were
bed as being circular in
shape with raised centers, ap-
xxmately 50-feet in diameter.
ch one was occupied by three
ies of human shape but only
_ﬂtree feet tall, in metallic
scloth of very fine texture... .”

z{uch apparently

-7 The memo goes on to say the
E:dcers were apparentl

victim-
.S. radar
“interferes
ith the controlling mechanism
‘the saucers.” The documents
n't mention what happened
but Barry said the govern-

by high-powered

,qnt stashed the bodies some--
where

in a freezer. The saucer
gckage, he says, is being used
¢ basis for “Star Wars” era

Cca-DLO7 VAN NUYS

DALILY NEWS
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ﬁ;'sterlous‘

streak of light

spotted in
Southwest sky

Associated Press

Aﬁg%hmmwmas seen
in the sky Monday night from Ari-
zona to California and south of
the Mexican border, but officials
were at a loss to explain it.

“It was described as something
on fire, like a ball of fire in the
sky,” said Martha Pfrommer, a
dispatcher with the California De-
partment of Forestry in Riverside.
“Apparently everybody was re-
porting it as a plane crash.”.

Beth Kilgore, a spokesman for
the North American Air Defense
Command in Colorado Springs,
Colo., said the light did not stem
from any man-made object such
as a satellite or missile.

Pfrommer said numerous mili-
VNS

tary and cmllan agenc:es got calls
about the phenomenon about 9:15
p.m. A
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CENSORNG THE PARANCRMAL

bunkers call them superstitious nonsense that
threatens to undermine the fabric of science. Chris-

LU

tian funcamentalists call them satanic manifestations that under- -

mine faith in God. Other people simply call them anomalies.’

be minor oddities, of no interest to anyone except a scientist in a

highly specialized discipline. Or they can be something else, -

something hinting at dramatic possibilities and attracting wide-
spread attention and controversy: a UFO sighting, a psychic ex-
perience, an encounter with a poltergeist, a report of an unusual
animal not known to conventional zoology. Anomalies are noth-
ing new. As long as there have been human beings, people have
claimed experiences with phenomena that, according to the pre-
vailing religious or scientific orthodoxy, were not supposed to
exist. Some, such as those unfortunates who made such claims
during the Inquisition, were burned at the stake for it. Today the
burning goes on, if only metaphorically.
In 1977 a group of prominent academics and 1ournaI|sts—few
of whom had firsthand experience with anomaly research—

formed the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims

of the Paranormal (CSICOP). The committee, whose members
included such luminaries as Carl Sagan and Harvard zoologist
Stephen J. Gould, declared as their mission nothing less than the
salvation of Western civilization from “irrationality” and “danger-
ous sects,” which, because they accepted the reality of anom-
alies, opposed science—or so CSICOP charged. ;

Not long afterward CSICOP complained to the Federal Conmi-
munications Commission about an NBC documentary that treated
paranormal phenomena more sympathetically than the debunk-
ers liked. Although CSICOP alleged that the point of view the
documentary represented was harmful to the public, the FCC,
unimpressed, refused to act.

In one strange incident CSICOP official Philip J. Klass, learning
of a forum on anomalies research that the University of Nebraska
was sponsoring, called the school to protest that CSICOP's views
were not being represented and that, moreover, in questioning
the United States government’s word on the nonexistence of
UFOs, speakers at the conference were seeking “what the Soviet
Union does—to convey to the public that our government cannot

riter Charles Fort called them “the damned.” De-

be trusted, that it lies, that it falsifies. . . . As a patriotic American,
| very much resent [this].” After Klass threatened legal action
. against the university, it canceled its sponsorship of future con-
ferences of this kind. Klass withdrew the threat and pronounced

- himself satisfied with the university's action.
Anomalies are things, or alieged things, that don't fit. They can .

Since then satellite groups of debunkers have proliferated all
around the country, determined to do battle with “pseudosci-
ence” real and imagined. Not content simply to argue the issues
on their merits, they have harassed colleges and universities into
dropping (usually noncredit) courses in parapsychology, con-
ducted vituperative campaigns against anomaly proponents, and
done—in the words of Philadelphian Drew Endacott, one of their
number—"anything short of criminal activity” to get “the point

_across to people who have no demonstrated facility to reason."

As the antianomaly hysteria has escalated, even some skep-
tics have begun to express alarm. Psychologist Ray Hyman, a
respected critic of parapsychology, speaks of a “frightening fun-

. damentalism”in all this, a “witch-hunting" mentality that has noth-
ing to do with real science. CSICOP cofounder Marcello Truzzi,
a sociologist who left the organization when he grew concerned
that it was becoming an “inquisitional body,” says that some de-
bunkers have gone “berserk."

In fact, many scientists do not share these skeptics' certainty
that all anomalies are bogus. In 1969 the Parapsychological As-
sociation was accepted as an affiliate of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). Ten years later the

AAAS's newly elected president, Kenneth Boulding, declared,

“The evidence of parapsychology cannot just be dismissed out
of hand." In recent years polls of scientists and academics have
revealed a considerable degree of open-mindedness on the
subject. And in 1976, when physicist Peter Sturrock polled the
members of the American Astronomical Society, fully 80 percent
agreed the UFO phenomenon deserves scientific attention. Sev-
eral of the astronom:ers described their own UFO sightings.

If history is any guide, most supposed anomalies will eventu-
ally be explained in conventional terms, either as delusions or as
misinterpreted, mundane events—and a few will prove rather
more interesting than that. Meanwhile, it's time to defuse the hys-

teria and get back to the serious business of dispassionate in-

vestigation.—JEROME CLARK

o >

—




T O R T L e -
CT-D2 BRIDGEPORT POST TELEGRAM
APRIL &

1.3 0.1

i

RS e,
kT

1987

UFOs moVing away from
the New England region -

aren't out of vogue, eutoan!hr‘—mx.
MDonldMl for the Arisoma-based
hit n—&m'o in ..““.'.."..:.“"‘“"““""“"
at
.htho such hit movies ss Enceunters of the
Third Kind and Star Wars, he said, the skies were alive with the
of
lw“.k’c?w" right now in Rhode lsland. It has been for a
whils,” he said a recent . “Bhut you never know when

SHIO-D. CANTON REPOS (TORY

UFO Study Group

_charts meeting

_ALLIANCE — Anyone who has
~sighted an unidentified flying ob-
-Ject or a Bigfoot-type creature is
aske(_i to attend the monthly
meeting of the Tri-County UFOQ
Study Group at 7:30 p.m. Saturday
at the Perkin’s Pancake House on
Route 62.

At tHe meeting, a look at tornado
detection and safety will be pre-
sented by study group co-chairman
Paul J. L. Rozich, who recently
completed a Tornado Spotters
Course taught by personnel from
the Akron-Canton Weather
Bureau. ‘

. A slide presentation of the planet
Jupiter, using official NASA slides
from the Voyager 1 and 2 flyby

missions will be presented
Rozich. P o

APRIL 8 |98

Rozich and co-chairmar James
Rastetter will bring the g1 oup up to
date on the latest reported UFO ac-
tivity in thé area, including infor-
mation on a recent sighting in the
Minerva area. Don Keating of
Newcomerstown will report on the
latest sightings of Bigfoot in east-
ern Ohio.

The meeting is open to the public
at no charge, and cameras and
tape recorders are welcome. Any-
one wishing to eat should come an
hour early and ask to be seated in
the group’s meeting area, the ban-
quet room. i

UHI0-093
HAMILTON JOURNAL
NEWS
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Callers claim

they saw UFO

By Kimball Perry ‘
Of The Journal-News ¥ 34

OXFORD — Several '
residents called radio station '
WOXY about 11:30 p.m. Tues-

day, saying they saw w
called an i
o 'the skies above Ox-.

ford. -

Michelle Topham, a dise’
jockey at WOXY, said she had-
four listeners call the station.

" just befere midnight Tuesday,

claiming they saw a red and‘
blue light over Oxford that re--
mained stationary in the sky. -

“Looking from the radio sta-
tion (on the northeast side of -
town) towards (U.S.) 27, it ap-
pears to be south of Oxford,
Topham said. She said she
went outside and started wat-
ching the red and blue light
after several calls.

“It flashes red and then it
flashes blue and then red and
then blue again,” Topham.
said. ““It’s been hanging there
for about a half-an-hour.” |

The Oxford Police Depart-
ment responded and
acknowledged they could see a
flashing light.

‘“The officers think it’s
stars,” an Oxford police
dispatcher said. *“They think it
may be'something about the at-
mosphere. The 'stars are
flashing a lot tonight.”

Topham said it may have
something to do with the ear-
th’s atmosphere, but ‘‘stars
are not red, white and blue.”’

Topham said she watched
the light drop once and then
return to the position it had
been in. She also said a caller
informed her it had drop
twice.




by Michael Wolfert a major American college. 1 )
y “The last three years have qQ5A-32N WOMAN S WwWoeRW
ememl;g%_l%gg—un- been virtually without UFO WEEKLY
identi “flying ob- | activity nationwide,” con- . i Qs
j ien spaceships | cedes UFObuffDan Wright, APRIL 21 |\ i
y from galaxies | who works for the Michi — —
ight-years away? Department of Social Ser- Spie '
ousands of people said | vicesand,onhisowntime,is
they saw them speeding | an amateur volunteer who
across the sky as lights, | tracks UFO sightings in 17
discs, globes and spheres. states for the Mutual UFO
Reports told of — Network (MU-
strange craft & FON).
that landed and “It does seem
then left behind that whatever
big tches of was out there
scorched or ra- just isn’t there
dioactive earth as much these
Some J)e:l];le days,” admits Je-
even sai ey rome Clark, an
had met their editor at Fate 4
unearthly occu- e. 3
pants. melgl?:mfaithful :
~ UFO—or “fly- maintain that -
ing saucer”’— UFOs are simp- ¢
ufhungs were {1 ly not coming -
:ﬁr thhe rage ?round anymore e
oughout the or some reason. o
1950s, 60s and Of course, man g tl g
i O 5o (Were UFO sightings
an Larlos, alit., never was any- g
poll reveale LI IR I thing thereinthe t p d ct Of ' ld
2 i ik the produ vivi
Americans had seen one. misperceived weather i
_Another 100 million be- | balloons, aircraft, stars, i !mag'nationS? or :
lieved UFOs were real. planets, meteors, fragments

ightings ”—glnp:fters 5
over peri-
w—regu.luly made the
™ Public ilipveiny miil
¢ con smol-

dered, with UFO debunkers

and the U.S. government on
one side and UFO buffs on

the 2

The believers said the
government was covering
&g‘gmof thatUFOsﬁre dlg-

lanetary craft. The
bunkers scoffed. The gov-
ernment, whose own
investigation, Project Blue
Book, came up and end-
edin 1969, wanted tohearno
more about it.

Andnow, it seems the gov-
ernment has gotten its wish:
Over the past few years,
Uthls seem to have evapo-

rated.

“We h?vep’t had a major
wave of si since
1973,” says lﬁa(t)’.ﬁnicler
David Jacobs, a historian at
Philadelphia’s Temple Uni-

versity, who the
only course on UFOs at

S

i
1

Passaic, N.J., 1952.

of satelfibea, swamp gas and
atmos%heric effects, alo;
with hallucinations an
Sight £ b-
ightings of strange ol
jects in the skies are record-
ed as far back as
biblical times,

temporary UFOs
were sighted in
1947 b{( private
pilot Kenneth
ﬂAr_nold, who \Kdas

ying near Mt.
Ranier, Wash-
ington. He said
he saw several
flying disc-
shaped objects. A
newsman coined
the term flying
saucer, the press
played it up and
this countzs
first UFO p
was off and run-
ning. Across North Ameri-
iﬁ_:‘ozhﬁusan(éi reporteig

. Most sightings cou

be dismissed, but some
see‘medl genuinely unex-

p e.

The idea of UFOs was ce-
mented in the public mind.

After that, cycles of UFO
sightings periodically swegt
the country—in 1952, 1957
and in 1965.

Among them were these
classics:

® a widely circulated
1950s story about an Air
Force pilot chasing a UFO,

h r was shot

who
down by the craft—as he |

neared it;

@ Betty and Barney Hill,
who claimed they were ab-
gggfied by UFO aliens in

® dozens of sightings of

Joshua Tree,

but the first con- Calif

Fact or fantasy? Photos of UFOs
purportedly sighted around the

U.S. have never been
authenticated.

™ low-flying, brightly glowing |

UFOs in _Exlgg%r, New

Hampslm'e, n H
e a UFQ that was chased
across Ohio and Pennsylva-

nia by police in 1966;
® a Delphos, Kansas,
UFO in 1971, which left a
e circular ring of

deadened earth where it |

supposedly landed.
gelievers theorized the

lanet was being visited by
Eeings from other worlds.
The Air Force mounted its
investigation, which culmi-
nated in 1969 in the Condon
Report. It dismissed UFOs
as explainable common phe-
nomena or harmless fanta-

sy.

Four years later, in 1973,
the largest UFO flap to date
took place, with almost
10,000 sightin%s. Aﬁain,
most were easily explain-
able or shown to be hoaxes,
but 5 percent remained un-
solved.

4\,

Around this time, astron-
omer and Air Force consul-
tant J. Allen Hynek, Ph.D.,
tried to bring scientific re-

spectability to UFO studies
by formi CUFOS, the
C};nter for Studies, at

the University of Illinois in
Evanston.

Hynek—who had worked
on the Condon Report and
later coined the term close
encounters of the third

—— kind—set up a
24-hour C
hot line and de-
veloped a nation-
wide network of
volunteer UFO

ered by CUFOS
would shed some
light on the true
nature of UFOs.

CoN‘'T NEXT
PAGEC




groups to show
that the UFO
phenomenon is §

drus Jr., director of MU-
FON, say there are fewer

sightingsbut they are of bet-
ter —with fewer mis-
identifi airplanes, bal-

loons and planets and a
higher percentage of truly
mysterious objects.

Others, like sociologists
Ron Westrum and Marcello
Truzzi of Eastern Michigan
University, believe that the
fear of ridi o
co e from re-
porting il.’%‘ : re’s defi-

nitely a stigma attached to

REPORT,

e is now dis-

WHATEVER HWAPPENED

To UkQ?
CON'T
| the Third Kind [E0 reporti
porting UFO

| would spark a re- experiegces,”
| surgence of UFO Truzzi claims.

;lrgisi‘:lgl ;. thxel; { “People think
‘ 1 . 9, ts."

didn’t, and that yoLan-yumnu

fact has been ini Brt};:n;f"

used by pro-UFO | Citizens i

UFO - Seirecy
(CAUS), blames
government poli-

not a product cies. “We're talk-
media influence ing about a cos-
:ind public hyste- mic Watergate,”
a. asserts Bryant,
But UFO buffs who, alongrywit.h
cannot agree several other
about why tﬂre UFO buffs, glans
arehg::s ggofew Kanab, Utah, March RERTT R
i . Some, 21, 1968. dom of Informa-
hEe Walter An- tion Act to uncov-

er proof that the U.S. gov-
ernment has secretly cap-
tured UFOs and their alien
occupants.

Gabriel Green, president
ofthe Flying Saucer Clubs of
hAmmw,Amlgma’ ted, be-

eves we're experienci
ﬂfge calms;b;f;.ure anew l;l;.otg'r:nf
of UFO sightings to be fol-
lowed by personal contacts
by UFOnauts.

Professor David Jacobs
believes there has been a

debunkers and the govern-

“If someone

ment have made mlse comes to you with a bunch of
leery of reporting ; golden eggs,” he continues,
Someskepticstakecreditfor | “and you crack one and it’s
the lull. an oriinary egg inside,

“UFOs have really gone | you crack more and they’re
At the same | out of public consciousness. | all ordinary eggs—how
time, the Nation- | Toagreatextent,thatisdue | many do you crack before

al Enquirer of- | toourefforts,”claimsphilos- | youdon’t believeit?”
fered $1 million :glaxf professor Paul Kurtz, “UFOs are nothing but a
to anyone who irman of CSICOP, the | media creation,”says Philip
could provide | Committee for the Scientific | Klass, an editor of Aviation

verifiable physi- | Investigation of the Para- | Week and Space Tec.
calevidencethat UFOswere | normal. “Our studies have | and the dean of UFO skep-
extraterrestrial in origi shown that virtually all | tics. Klasshasoffered tobuy
and also formed a panel to | sightings can be explained | backeverycopyofhiswidely
award smaller cash prizesto | intermsofordinarycauses.” | selling deb books if
thebest UFOcaseeachyear. | Kurtzsaysthesmallresidue | an extraterrestrial craft
Cutty Sark Scotch offered a | of unexplained cases is due | ever crashes or lands, or
million British pounds | to insufficient leaves behind
(about $1.5 million) for an data or unreli- Ringwood, N.J., any artifact that
hard evidence of a UFO wi abletestimony. March 12, 1966. can be identified
otherworldly origins. James Oberg, e, as being from an-

Neither prize was ever | NASA consul- other et.

awarded. Engquirer’s | tant, author and “If I'm wrong, I
gmel no longer meets. And | askepticwhohas have to come up
ynek died last April at the | debunked major with about five-
age of 76, without ever see- | UFO cases in hundred thou-
ing a UFO himself or decid- | North and South sand dollars,” he
ing what they were. America, says: says. “Neverthe-
ically, even the ab- groups ac- less, I sleep very

sence of reported si ::53 cept my solu- soundly.”

! has become controversial. | tions,buttheyal- It might have
The believers claim the dry | ways say, ‘OK, been expected
spell means either that the | you solved that that blockbuster

are now b i one. How about films such as
Earthorthattheattitudesof | thisone? E.T. and Close

Encounters of

Ul

definite in focus,
away from sightings and to-
ward reports of personal en-
counters with space aliens.
They usually take the form
of abductions by the UFO
aliens. "The sheer numbers
of people telling t.hege stg—s
ries is surprising,” Jacol
notes. “We have heard of
about three-hundred cases.
It may be the most impor-
tant development since the
UFO boom began in 1947.”
Philip Klass and other
skeptics dismiss stories of
abduction as tall tales,
hoaxes and delusions. Hyp-
nosis and lie detector tests,
they say, only add to the cir-
cus atmosphere and have
never proved conclusive.
Nevertheless, people are
still talking about UFOs,
even though hardly anyone
still reports sighting them.
“Thave no way of knowing
whether the 'O mystery
will ever be solved,” John
immerman, vice-president
of CUFOS, says. at hap-
pened to UFOs?” he says,
chuckling. “Nothing. They

| arestill out there.”

Or are they? &
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/Svcien;c\iwsgts say life exists
on other planets

AMERICAN Scientists
searching for intelligent
life in outer space say the
odds, if not the evidence:
tell them extraterrestrials

exist.

“rd be willing to bet
100 dollars that between
now and the time I die,

* we'll find evidence of in-
telligent life”, said
Hibbs, a retlred space
scientist at- the National
. Aeronatuics and Space
Administration’s Jet Pro-
pulsion Labontory

Hibbs moderated a
‘debate on the issue ' re-
cently during a meeting of
the U.S. Committee for

- the Scientific Investigation

a universe of 100 billion
galaxies, each of which
have a few hundred bil-
lion stars, the idea that
our sun is the eonly star
with an inhabited planet
is laughable”.

“Where do we come off
to imagine we’re the only
kind of life 'in the Uni-
verse” he asked.

The speakers agreed
there has yet to be a
single confirmied report of
an anidentified flying
obect, or UFO, from an-

chemical evolution that
produced life on earth
exists throughout the

known universe, the prob-
ability for intelligent life
elsewhere is 100 per
cent, said Frank Drake,
dean of mnatural sciences
at the University of
California’s Santa Cruz
campus.

Drake said it’s possible
extraterrestrial tourists
view earth

as a “a zoo”
-and already are here but

of Claims of the
group
debunks claims of super-

normal, a

natural powers.

. Committee member Carl
'Sagan, a Carnell Univer-

stronomer,  said around a dozem nearby
'W“u-ﬁuww

WEEKEND, LONDON APRIL KX8& \487

FLYING saucers and
monsters from outer
space began to excite
the West during the
1940s—and, by the end
of the decade, eager
Americans were report-
ing more than 600
U.F.O. sightings a year.

The official sighting
that started it all was
made by American pi-
lot Kenneth Amold on
June 24, 1947. Flying
near Mount Rainier,
Washington State, he
was astonished to see

“nine peculiar-looking

craft'’, moving at an
estimated speed of
1200 mph.

“They looked,” he
said, “like a saucer

would if you skipped it

should be abundant in the
«Braker

across water.” In 1977,
15 pupils at Broad-
haven Junior School in
Wales reported seeing
a silvery-yellow, cigar-
shaped form in the sky.

When the headmas-

Para- other planet, but most choose not to reveal their .
that said they believed in- presence.
telligent life must exist “We are, as best we
beyond earth can tell, the result of
Because there is completely normal pro-
evidence planets may exist cesses, therefore life

sASass

ter asked them to draw,
independently, what
they had seen, he had
to admit that the pic-
tures bore “‘a remarka-
ble similarity to one
another”,

Three years later, a
West Yorkshire police-
man claimed to have
been beamed aboard
a flying saucer by a
“tall humanoid’’, who
was assisted by eight
robots.

SARA DRIVER
-

GLOVCESTER EcHO, CHELTENHAM  APRIL 22 1487

Couple in UFO mystery

TWO umdentlf‘ ed flying objects
hurtling through the skies above
Cheltenham - have left a shop-
keeper and her husband “baffled
and bewildered.”
“I’m no crank,” said Mrs.
Maureen Vernon, of Lambert-
gardens, Shurdington. “But I
looked out of my kitchen window
and I saw something in the sky.
It was like a silver-grey rugby

ball turning over from top to
bottom. It frightened me.

“It was frightening because it
was travelling so fast and it
didn’t make a sound. My
husband Robert saw it and then
spotted a second one which was
partly hidden in a cloud forma-
tion. The rest of the sky was
clear.

“The one I was watching sud-

denly stopped, changed direction
and hurtled off to the north, disap- |
pearing in seconds. I rang the
control tower at Staverton Aiport
but they said they had seen noth-
ing.”

An aiport spokesman said:
“We had been on a radar watch
all the time. There were no
flights over the area when Mrs.
Vernon rang.”
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A strange
encounter b

SKYWATCHER Denis Proud. is. puzzlod gver
speeding lights which he spotted late last night.

The Hartlepool man says the unidentified M' came
too late to be a plane bouynd for Toosud'a ondﬂ?:os 100 Gar off to
be anincoming holldoyﬂlght tontcmlo Y

"I couldn’t believe m |

it, said MrPfouc; of.Tuys;me :3 - mvor M anyf“ng ron

"I saw "m ellowish hghtm 11.45as I wclsg

west to ooﬂ pausing nruogbf in front ogtbc houu,
: voondso‘ﬂ(and spodo atgreat speed,

“Three minutes later |-was rised to ses it ca across

ugom towards the seg, and all s:{grsuddm it split in wﬂno ‘with
the bottom half falhna‘\ﬂn ground and the 'op gomq straight

up at great speed.
hqygbt it was a

| was watching it for five Miputes. At first I t

h‘?;'o'ydlowisbmr But then it Qd Itwmfurfodhsﬂoro: :

"I 'used to be sceptical about U'F\b\(\buf now'| am con-
vinced. liwhmmoxplunchonforwhatwé
Self-employed tyre ‘&'**\\
repairman Mr Proud said his ey
son Michael (20), had N e
'\'va'dnd omenon with
im

nnom
‘people;
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lotline is flooded

Teesside Airport informa-
tion centre supervisor
Elizabeth Kershaw said the
airport closed down at 9. 30
last night.

A Newcastle’ Aarporf 2

spokesman said had a
holiday flight 'c’::!wol at
11.35, but __this
was what Mr Proud saw. >

"It could have been a mili-
tary aircraft, because- night-
time exercises are being
carried out,’’ he said.
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HILIP the totally ludlcrous
- 4o et e explanations they have
THE Tibetians call them been ven,”” says Dr.
pearls in the sky and the Rich Lawrence, the
Bible. talks of chariots of full-time secretary of the

fire. We know them by society in Europe.
the somewhat less prosaic ““The hotline offers

name of flying saucers.
The name iuellfi)nplias
a certain degree of scepti-
cism in their existence
and it is this attitude that
the Aetherius Society is
battling to overcome.
The, latest move by
yil:g saucer lob-
s the installation
UFO tele honi:
r

these
byists " i

of a

years
reporting sightings to the
authorities have been
made to feel foolish by

people

these people the chance
of being taken seriously.”
The Westcountry has

always been " a good
source of and
two. UFO Treports from
Devon and Cornwall have

already come in since the
hotline service was intro-
duced earlier this month.
‘a ve

nse and

appeal llgme
_hovered low" in the sky

for about five minutes

1931

before blinking out. Then
ared light flew past at an
estimated 300-400 mph.

At St. Breock an Essex
holidaymaker saw
cigar-shaped UFO shoot
past at a ‘‘phenomenal”
speed before suddenly
disappearing. The Aether-
ians believe the cigar-
shaped
mother ships from which
the saucers emerge.

It is the ability of -

extrdterrestirial objects to
“blink out,” travel faster
than the speed of light, in
flight paths. that
known phenomena can

repeat, that Dr, Lawrence

says makes standard
Ministry
explanations ridiculous.

Aetherians travel

2 space-
R T lights hovering in the sky.

Pooplo rarely report
hiy ucnpeog in the
, or that they have
landed. Mostly they just

- seethe s -ship and its

* The hotline number is:

’Olm 1094 and is apen
from ‘10, .a.m. to 10 p.m.
every day. ..

-Spot fers

craft are the

of Defence..

Combe Martin,

near
which they regard as a

holy mountain. This
annual ‘pilgrimage
attracts enthusiasts from
all over the world.

Dr. Lawrence, who has
had sightings himself at
Holdstone Down and
Bude, believes flying
. sgucer activity in the
region -ties in with its

; hia}ory of mysticism.

‘Siqniﬂcnnt magnetic
are  at play in
certala parts of the earth
and ‘the Westcountry is
one of them, se-forces
aredo.fh:reat Bnportance,”
: ’Bqt" that's
story.

another
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and vanished with-
out a trace, Japa-
nese newspapers re-

port.

No one was injured in
the April 17 incident,
which reportedly took
place in broad daylight
175 miles east of Kana-
zawa in the Sea of

Japan.

The 165-foot-long freighter
Taki Kyoto did suffer some
structural damage, however,
while riding out the towering
swells that the UFO kicked
up when it rose out of and

np's crew menaced by giant flying saucer

UFO from
the depths
of the sea!

A saucer-shaped UFO blasted out of the ocean
and circled a Japanese freighter for 15 terrifying
minutes last month before it returned to the water

later returned to the water,|crew from

the press said. posts. there, motionless, in midair.. |Usuda radioed authorities,

“It was at least five times| “Some of my best men| “We tried to radio for help who secanned the area with
the length of our vessel and|were huddled below deck|but something was jamming | ships and aircraft without
glowed like blue neon,” Taki|crying just like women and |our signals. finding so much as a trace
Usuda, the 54-year-old cap-| babies.” “Suddenly the UFO took|of the alleged starship, the
tain of the Taki Kyoto, told| The starship | off. It flew right over us and| press reports said. ‘
reportersf at a belated i “Based on interviews
press conference in Kan- ' with the Taki Kyoto's
oy Bizarre spacecraft leaps from Zwiew. v

“When it fxrst came . as the unusual structural
out of the water we

couldn’t believe what ocea” to”ching O’f » h.dal wave damage the ship sus-

tained, we do . suspect
was happening to us. The

that they encountered
swells in its wake almost | hovered about 50 yards off|circled for at

least 15|something very unusual out
sank us. the freighter’s starboard side{minutes. there,” said coastal authority

“And the needles on our|for several minutes after it| “It really was like a night- spokesman Hoshi Ishido. “Of-
instruments almost spun out|emerged from the ocean, said | mare. It was moving so fast|ficially we’re calling it an
of their casings. It was every-| Usuda. all we could see was ablur.” |unidentified object, a simple
thing I.could do to keep the “It was terrifying,” he con-

leaving their |tinued. “The thing just sat|dived back into the water,

enormous

When the UF@ finally| UFO.”




EXAMINER

MAN

BEST-SELLlNG novelist has discovered truth
|s indeed stranger than fiction after being

abducted by UFO aliens.

Whitley Strieber, 41, author of The Hunger and Wol-

fen, says he was kidnapped
on the evening of Decem-
ber 26, 1985, at his upstate
New York cabin.

Strieber says he was
awakened by a strange
noise. His wife, Annie, was
sleeping peacefully beside
him and his faithful dog
was snoozing beneath the
bed.

Slowly, the bedroom
door began to open. Strie-
ber caught a glimpse of an
alien. It was three feet tall,
had alarge head, noears or
nose, a slit mouth, and
huge black eyes. It rushed
towards him and he black-
ed out.

Recalls Strieber in his
intriguing new book, Com-
munion (Morrow, 1987):
‘“My next conscious
recollection is of being in
motion. I was naked with
my arms and legs ex-

WHITLEY STRIEBER:
Startling abduction

Top author's

UF0 abduction
sparks demand
for action by
US government

R B 8 TR G
tended, as if I had been

frozen in mid-leap. I was
moving out of the room.”

After blacking out again,
Strieber found himself sit-
ting in a small depression
in the middle of the woods.
He was completely para-
lyzed. Three beings were
there with him.

Suddenly, he was
whisked above the tree
tops and placed inside a
small, gray room that re-
sembled an operating
theater.

Aliens examined him,
then inserted a hairlike
probe into his brain. Strie-
ber woke up in his bed the
next morning wondering if
he had lost his mind.

But with the help of Dr.
Donald Klein, director of
research of the New York
State Psychiatric In-
stitute, Strieber dis-
covered that he was indeed
perfectly sane and that he
had not imagined the

2L 1987

Kidnapped by aliens!

bizarre event.

Now the author is urging

the scientific community
and the US government to
fully investigate the grow-
ing number of UFO abduc-
tions. He believes an accu-
rate explanation might un-
lock the secrets of the un-
iverse.

UFO expert David
Jacobs, a history professor
at Temple University, says
hundreds of Americans
may have been kidnapped
by UFO aliens.

Jacobs recently told the

UFO ALIEN as Strieber described it

Philadelphia Inquirer:
“We just have scores and
scores of cases, and they
are coming out of the wood-
work. And they are all tell-
ing the same story, down to
the minutest details.”

He added: “The amazing
thing about this is that it’s
absolutely impossible to
explain what is happening
to these people. There is no
explanation in science, no
explanation in psychology.

“They all have no ax to
grind, and none of them
ever exhibited anything
like psychosis or mental
disease or trauma.”
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Close encounters
of bureaucratic

HUNDREDS of reports of UFO sightings have been
destroyed by the Ministry of Defence, it was revealed

today.

The records were due to be released under the 25-year-rule.
But a spokeswoman said: “I believe documents from the 1950s
and early 1960s have been destroyed.”

Members of the Aetherius Society — an international body believing
in the existence of UFOs — are convinced the Ministry has been
covering up the extent of flying saucer activity and has deliberately
scrapped the records just before public release.

“The 25-year rule would have forced the Ministry to show us

records we've been pressing to
see for years,” said society
spokesman Dr John Holder.
“We want Mrs Thatcher and
the MoD to release their files so

we can investigate their
findings.”
Now the Society is to be call on

the Government to come clean
about visitors from other planets
at a public meeting in Ken-
sington tomorrow.

Liars

“We have a taped interview
with a Ministry official proving
that there were some humdinger
sightings during the 1950s and
60s,” said Dr Holder.

“The MoD said previously
that UFOs did not exist. But they
are liars.”

The MoD spokesman said her

Ministry's duty was to defend
Britain and her Nato allies.

By NICK NUTTALL

“We do not believe flying
saucers pose a threat to Britain’s
security,” she added.

The public meeting on Friday
- at 8pm in Kensington Library -
will be presenting new facts and
figures from the United States,
which has freedom of informa-
tion legislation forcing civil ser-
vants to reveal files.

Dr Holder said: “We have
documents from the FBI, CIA,
National Security Agency and
Airforce Intelligence.

Release

“These organisations have
HAD to release their records.”

He believes the weight of
information not only proves that
governments accept that UFOs

APRIL 23

exist, but should spur Britain to
give its people the true facts.

“NORAD - the North Amer-
ican Aerospace Defence Com-
mand - admits that 10 million
uncorrelated sightings have been
collected by their personnel over
the last 30 years,” said Dr
Holder.

He also says he has evidence
from the United States Airforce
Academy which concludes:
“From available information,

A flying saucer ... or a crank’s fake?

\O
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the UFO phenomenon appears
to have been global in nature for
about 50,000 years.

“This leaves us with the
unpleasant possibility of aliens

visiting the pianet or at least of
alien controlled objects.”

Aliens

Dr Holder said he would also
be telling Friday's meeting about
America’s bizarre legal policy on
contact with aliens.

“Dr Brian Clifford of the Pen-
tagon has said that contact
between US citizens and extra-
terrestrials or their vehicles is
strictly illegal.

“According to Law 14 of the
Code of Federal Regulation,
anyone guilty of such contact is
automatically subject to a year in
prison or a $5,000 fine.”

During the last few weeks, as a
build-up to the meeting, Dr
Holder’s society has been run-
ning a UFO hotline.

Since its launch more than 200
sightings have been reported,
with over a dozen in the past
week alone.

Hotline

“The line hasbeenred hot. We
have three phones and they have
been permanently engaged.”

The most recent London sight-
ing was early last Saturday morn-
ing at Whitechapel.

Electrical engineer Martin
Spencer, 24, saw “three to five
white objects 400 feet above the
ground.”

“He said they looked like
upside down saucers. They were
flying in V-formation, in a
straight line, at phenomenal
speed. They gave out no sound,”

said Dr Holder
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UNDER HYPNOSIS, several people have described encounters with pale, lipless creatures with h

1. CHARGED IN KIDNAP

1\

oy Bonisteel still

quips about extra-

terrestrials. But
these days he does it with
a nervous half-grin, the
kmd you might muster if
you're trying to lighten
the tension at a funeral.

“I keep having this disturbing feeling that all the arucl&s o
in the National Enquirer are true,” he says after we've CoON'T NEXT ?AGB
watched footage of women under hypnosis reliving sup-

mssmnnc

uge eyes, bearing an uncanny resemblance to E.T.

WL

Reports of aliens abducting people for repeated genetlc
experiments come not from the Nati

from the rational Roy Bonisteel of CBC's Man Allve




coN'T ET.

After 20 years hosting CBC’s spiritually inquisitive Man
Alive, the subjects he's earnestly covered have ranged
from the merely thought-provoking (reincarnation, the
afterlife, etc.) to the morally dispiriting (the holocaust.)

From time to time he's even cﬁpped into the whimsical,
such as an early show about supposed Soviet parapsychol-
ogy experiments aimed at giving the U.S. president a
bellyache. (Who do they think they are — Congress?)

But this segment called The E.T. Hypothesis — which
airs on April 1, of all days — has made him worry. The
amiable, open-minded but obviously-rational Bonisteel
sheepishly admits some belief in the idea that aliens have
been picking people up for genetic experiments for dec-
ades and ‘‘replanting’’ them minus any memory of what’s
taken place.

And, in believing, one not only sets himself up to ridi-
cule. One is also forced to confront certain disturbing
esoteric questions.

“What happens to our culture and religion (when contact
comes), to our very sense of ourselves as a race?”’ Bonis-
teel says in the narration to The E.T. Hypothesis.

Bonisteel picked up the belief somewhat by osmosis from
his enthusiastic prod‘:lcer David Cherniack, who is possibly
the only CBC producer with a B.Sc in physics. Cherniack,
in turn, was swayed by the work of one Budd Hopkins, the
author of two books — Missing Time, and the just-released
Intruders, published by Random House.

GioTex:

Physical evidence: a patch of ‘‘cooked” earth on her
rural property where no grass grows again and an unusual
gouged ring on her leg, similar to other cases shown to us
in pictures.

This story, we're told, is common to Hopkins’ subjects,
none of whom have prior contact with each other.

Also in attendance chez Bonisteel are Cherniack, general
practitioner Dr. Michael Kaufman, astronomer Terence
Dickinson, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education futur-
ist Allen Tough and educational consultant John Mus-
grave. Not all accept Hopkins' hypotheses, but all are
puzzled and impressed.

Dorothy also tells of being whisked away to a barn at a
strange farm where she and another woman are being
worked on. The description of the building matches a real
local barn owned by Betty, who claims a similar dream.
At the Bonisteel farm, the two women are united for the
first time.

“Some of my parties have been pretty weird,” says

Hopkins, a New York artist by pro-
fession, has interviewed more than 120
people who claim strange phantom
memories of abductions, many of them
claiming repeated abductions through
their lives.

The real tough nut to crack in his work
is the seeming substantiation most of the
cases provide for each other when details
are siphoned out through hypnosis. From
across the continent, descriptions of the
aliens, of their methods and even of their
vriting and technology, seem to be consis-
.ent. Many, but not all, of the cases coin-
ride with UFO sightings made by others.

In The E.T. Hypothesis Hopkins brings
ome of his interviewees from the Toronto
irea to tea at Bonisteel’s farm near Tren-
on. Under hypnosis, Dorothy tells of being
pirited from her bedroom in a kind of
rance by small, whitish creatures with
irge black eyes and a barely-discernible
1outh. She is artificially inseminated,
1en in a later visitation, the fetus is
emoved. Still later the aliens show her a

k3
ickly half-human, half-alien specimen , 4
hich she understaads -to. be -her. off- . . L - : B : oo i
ring. _ ROY BONISTEEL" {centre) constlts ‘John Musgrave and Budd Hopkins.

Bonisteel, facetiously.
Then he adds more
seriously, ‘“‘But I can hon-
estly say I've never had a
more interesting or
diverse group of people
. there.”

Adds Cherniack, “When I went into this, I was convinced
it was some kind of psychological experience. Then I was
scared because Dorothy was so convincing, I know she
wasn't set up. She isn’t that good an actress.

“‘Soon the stories from other abductees were affecting all
of us, including the researchers. You were left wondering
whether you'd go to bed, open your eyes and see a little
grey guy in your room.”’

CoNT

Easily the most celebrated case of ‘UFO abduction’ was
that of Barney and Betty Hill, a New England couple who
suffered a memory loss on a deserted stretch of high-
way in 1962. Later, suffering from stress and nightmares.
they were treated with psychiatric hypnosis. Their subcon-
scious told an incredible tale, similar to those produced by
Hopkins’ subjects — lipless aliens and all.

There was one bonus. Betty Hill sketched a star chart
she ‘“‘remembered”’ from the ship (she said the aliens had
communicated, patronizingly pointing out their home
star.) The chart turned out to be a reasonably accurate
drawing of one segment of the sky. The ‘home star’
turned out to be Zeta Reticulum — ironically a ‘twin star,’
;)l;e which science tells us would be unlikely to support
11e.

o3 CONT NEXT RAGE
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. The Hills’ story has resisted debunking for 25 years anc
inspired a TV movie, yet there’s obviously something
about it and others like it that invites disbelief. It requires
too mt{ch of.a. leap of faith — literally. People who finc
solace in religion, says Dickinson, would be forced to ask
the Almighty, ‘“Who were those little guys I saw in the
parking lot, and are you their God or what?”’

But it may. ciraduall be taken more seriously by scien-

tists. Chernia

wAa \

refreshed his touch with physics and phys-
icists during last season’s Man Alive seg
ment on Stephen Hawking, the supersta:
British mathematician who’s on the verge
of completing Einstein’s ‘universal theory
computations. Cherniack reports somc
mental barriers are falling.

. Specifically, if they aren’t all necessar
ily believers in UFOs, many scientists
don’t dismiss the possibility of hypothet
ical other civilizations having figured ou:
how to transcend the speed of light, mak
ing star travel possible.

‘““Take 40 different physicists and talk t.
them about the s of light as a spee:
limit and they’ll look at you as if you'r:
crazy,’”’ says Cherniack. ‘‘They haven’t th.
math to back it up yet, but they’re certai
that relativity (as in Einstein’s theory of
will be superceded.

““At the very least, you have to conclud
that certain people (‘abductees’) seem t:
be suffering from a traumatic experi
ence,” he says. “It’s time for scientist
and doctors to examine the phenomeno:
closely and explain it.

“And if they can’t, we’ll have to face i
from there.” = - . i

AMERICAN LIBRARIES

[l TMES/VYEAR APRIL 1987

== hibliography ==

Close encounters of 15,000 kinds. Over
15,000 items dealing with unidentified flying
objects and alleged contacts with alien beings

7e Tisted in UFOs and the Extraterrestrial Con-

f.

mémby George M. Eberha_n (editor

of ALA’s College & Research Libraries News),

the two-volume bibliography encgmpass&s

articles in general magazines ranging from

Time and Reader’s Digest t0 Penthouse and
[East-West Journal; monographs such as I Was
PkkaiUpbyanUFQRoundTﬁptoHellma
Flying Saucer, and SpacePeople Are They An-
gels, or Astronauts?; periodicals such as The
UFO Investigator and Aerial Phenomena Re-
view; bibliographical and referenc':e works;
foreign-language books and periodl.mls;. gov-
ernment documents; nonprint media; disser-
tations; children’s books; conferences; UFOs
in fiction, films, and television; and other
materials.

Coverage also includes related topics —such

rce
zenos:t‘:unal lights, transient lunar events, an&
cient astronauts, hollow-m.rth. htergture, a{\
the search for extratemst_nal intelligence. In-
dexed by author, periodical, and organiza-
tion. 1,342 p., $97 .50 from Scarecrow Prmls;,
POB 4167, Metuchen, NJ 08840 (0-8108-1919-

8, 86-13775).
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Satellite
races

Indianapolis may be the
home of the first surrogate
mother of a spaceman,
according to a book sched-
uled for publication later this
month by Random House.
Intruders: The Incredible
Visitations at Copley Woods,
by UFO researcher Budd
Hopkins, tells the story of
Kathie Davis (not her real
name), who, under

‘hypnosis, remembered
being abducted after a
large circular spot ap-
peared on a grassy patch €

- outside Indianapolis.

The book claims that large
numbers of men and
women throughout the
country are being.
abducted to create a race
of human-E.T. hybrids, says a
review in Omni magazine.
The women are
impregnated on the first
abduction and lose the
children during a second
encounter. Davis says she
met her daughter in
October 1983, when the
child was about 4 years
old—but the E.T.s led the girl
away, saying that Davis
would not be able to keep
her alive on Earth. |
Oooooowweeeeeeeeooooo}/ |

|
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Making Communion With
Another World

America’s fascination with UFOs booms again as three
new books suggest that humanoids are here

hitley
Strieber’s
is a story
that not every man
would be bold
enough to tell: On
the evening of
Dec. 26, 1985,
says the novel-
ist, he awakened
in his Upstate
New York cabin
to find a strange
being standing in
the bedroomdoor-
way. Sometime af-
ter blacking out, he
found himself in a
small, gray room full
of quick little human-
oids. When onée of them
brandished a hair-thin
needle and informed him
that it would be inserted
into his brain, I became
quite simply crazed with ter-
ror,” he reports.

With a “bang and a flash,” the

instrument was then
fired into his brain. “I
felt like weeping,”
Whitley remembers.
“l recall sinking
down into a cradle
of tiny arms....”
Taken into an op-
erating theater of
sorts, the dis-
traught subject
was probed and
poked, and—fi-
nally—transport-
ed back into his
bedroom where his
wife, Anne, was
sleeping peacefully.
Paralyzed with horror,
he buried the memory,
which he later recon-
structed under hypnosis.
When “the confused swirl
resolved into a specific se-
ries of recollections, | just
about exploded with terror and
utter disbelief,” he says.
The introspective author of pop-
CONTINUED

Sketches of humanoids (left) and alien craft
(top) were collected by UFO investigator Budd y
Hopkins from alleged victims of the aliens. /

CON'T NEXT PAGE

Coming to terms with the “visitor experi-
ence,” says Strieber, has given him a height-
ened sense of his own spirituality.

\4
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An Indiana woman
who drew her captors
and their craft for
Hopkins is still tor-
mented by “visitors."”
“I feel like a freak,” .
she says.

ular horror novels like The Wolfenand
The Hunger, Strieber is hardly the sort
to risk his reputation in the service of
mere sensationalism; there are easier
ways for him to make money than
chronicling his bizarre encounters with
what he suggests are intelligent non--
human beings. But Communion(Beech
Tree Books/Morrow, $17.95) is a book
that he says he had to write. “I| want to
dispel the stigma and the fear,” he
says. “l thought | was going crazy in an
extremely embarrassing way: | be- -
came rather suicidal. | suffered with
this, and it was a great relief to find
that others had had the same experi-
ence. It's a very scary thing, but | want
to let people know that they can cope
if it happens.”

Published early in February and cur-
rently second on the New York Times
best-seller list, Communion seems to
signal a dramatic new era in UFOlogy.
This time around an increasing number
of everyday folk are claiming not
merely to have spotted saucer-shaped
spacecraft, but to have had disagree-
able encounters with creepy travelers

Hopkins’ subjects
typically depict their
humanoid kidnap-
pers as bald crea-
tures with domed
heads and insect-
like eyes. These
sketches are based
on “encounters” in
New Jersey (left) and
Kentucky.

ConeT wexr ?A&-
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from another Time, Space, or Uni-
verse. Often signalled by the appear-
ance of a dazzling white light, these so-
called “alien abductions” allegedly
leave the victims with periods of lost
time for which they cannot account
and hazy memories of frightening
medical procedures at the hands of
their captors. Descriptions of the of-
fending aliens are fairly standard: The
childlike figures are said to have gray-
ish-white skin and round, black eyes
set in grotesquely oversize, bulbous
skulls.

Aside from Communion, two other
nonfiction books recently issued by
major publishing firms claim to chroni-
cle meetings with extraterrestrials.
The more plausible, /ntruders; The In-
credible Visitations at Copley Woods,
(Random House, $17.95) written by
UFO investigator Budd Hopkins, offers
up accounts of intimate, disturbing ex-
periences that begin in childhood and
engender psychic disturbances like
the ones that Strieber suffered.

Strieber’s account of “kidnappings”
which may have begun when he was 12

An artist whose work has appeared in the Gug-
genheim Museum, Hopkins has had little time for
painting or sculpture since writing Intruders.

has drawn serious reviews. And Middle
America has risen up to declare that
it, too, has witnessed weird things. On
talk shows, callers check in not to poke
fun, Strieber says, but to report their
own close encounters. By this month
readers had sent him more than 1,000
letters detailing everything from sight-
ings of alien craft to crossbreeding ex-
periments conducted by humanoids.
The lllinois-based Center for UFO
Studies reports that requests for infor-
mation have ‘“‘increased greatly” in the
last few months; miembership in the
1,500-strong Mutual UFO Network, a
Texas-based investigatory group, has
increased by roughly10 percentin the
same period. And the public response
to the November UFO sighting by a Ja-
pan Air Lines pilot has been such that
the federal government now offers in-
formation kits on the incident; for
$194.30, one receives a packet that in-
cludes Kenju Terauchi’'s drawings of
the craft that he encountered. \ b

COMNWNION CowT

On the pop-culture front, the theme
has emerged in one noteworthy con-
text of late: The cliffhanger episode of
The Colbys saw Fallon (portrayed by
Emma Samms) disappearing into the
sunset—notin a regulation plane
crash, but in the bowels of a space-
craft that ambushes her car on a lonely
desert road. “Richard Shapiro [the
show’s co-creator] has been aware of
the recent interestin UFOs, and it was
an effort to end the season on as pro-
vocative a note as possible,” says su-
pervising producer Bob Pollock.

There is no more controversial UFO
tale than the one Gary Kinder, a 40-
year-old writer based in Idaho, spent
three years investigating. In the 1970s
Eduard Meier—a Swiss caretaker of-
fered films, tape recordings and
shards of metal to support his claims
of contact with emissaries from a dis-
tant star. Within the UFO community
Meier is rejected as a fraud. Kinder still
counts himself among the skeptics: In
Light Years(Atlantic Monthly Press,
$18.95) he presents Meier’s story with-
out making hard-and-fast conclusions
about the evidence. “There were
times when I'd be sitting there watch-
ing Meier, and I'd think, ‘This guy is just
avery clever con man,’ "’ says Kinder.
“...If the contacts are true, of course
it's the biggest story ever. If [not], it's a
fascinating story about how this one-
armed, sixth-grade- educated caretak-
er in Switzerland has been able to fab-
ricate highly sophisticated evidence.”

The scientific establishment has yet
to embrace the notion that aliens are
walking among us. ‘| think those books
reach the height of malarkey,” says
Paul Kurtz, chairman and founder of
the Committee for the Scientific Inves-
tigation of Claims of the Paranormal.
“It’s possible there is life in outer
space, but | know of no really hard evi-
dence that we have been visited by ex-
traterrestrial beings.” Still a growing
number of reputable scientists are re-
fusing to dismiss people like Strieber.
Research psychologist Dr. John Glied-
man is a “‘sympathetic skeptic’’ and
a friend who witnessed Whitley’s strug-
gle: “We should keep an open mind
about what’s happening to him and to
others,” Gliedman says. | see no evi-
dence that you're dealing with mental
illness here. But it’s not a pleasant ex-
perience; people who believe they've
been abducted talk about it the way
others might talk about a rape. They

need to be given help.”
CoN'T
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Budd Hopkins was the man whom
Whitley consulted when the memories
of his abduction began to haunt him.
A successful painter and sculptor,
Hopkins began to examine the UFO
phenomenon after spotting an ellipti-
cal-shaped object hovering over Cape
Cod in 1964. In 12 years he has re-
corded thousands of hours of inter-
views with more than 135 subjects. In
Intruders, more than a dozen subjects
describe kidnappings in which aliens
perform skin grafts, probe orifices
with needlelike instruments, appropri-
ate sperm and ova and even present
small hybrid beings that female ab-
ductees somehow know to be their
own.

An abductee support group meets
occasionally in the Manhattan town-
house Hopkins shares with wife April
Kingsley, an art critic, and their daugh-
ter Grace, 13. When he saw Whitley
last February, Hopkins says, “He was
one distraught and disoriented man.”
Indeed—Strieber was undergoing a
personality change so pronounced
that his 17-year marriage was showing
the strain. Hypersensitive, snappish,
easily confused, he slept fitfully and
felt as though he were being watched.
Working was impossible—unable to
concentrate for more than 10 minutes,
he was wracked with chills and bouts
of fatigue.

Whitley wanted to ignore the dis-
jointed bits of evidence—his odd
pains and inexplicable scabs, the UFO
sightings near his country house, the
confounding visions of “visitors’”—but
he presented them to Hopkins, in-
stead. “As | sat there in that man’s liv-
ing room, listening to him tell me |
wasn’t alone, tears rolled down my
cheeks,” he wrote later, “and | went
from wanting to hide it all to wanting
to understand. . ..”

Toward that end, Strieber subjected
himself to a battery of physical and
psychological tests. A neurologist
found no evidence of organic abnor-
malities, and a polygraph operator
found that Strieber fully believed his
own stories. Dr. Donald F. Klein, Direc-
tor of Research for the New York
State Psychiatric Institute, took Whit-
ley through a series of shattering hyp-
notic sessions in which he recalled his
“abductions” in lavish detail. In an ap-
pendix to Communion, Dr. Klein pro-
nounces the patient of sane mind,
saying, “He appears ... to have
adapted very well to life at a high lev-
el of uncertainty.” Whitley, his wife
Anne, 40 (who is also a writer) and

CoN‘'T

their son Andrew, 8, have come to
terms with the fact that some-

thing surpassingly strange has
touched their lives. (Andrew, he says,
had dreams about being kidnapped by
“little doctors” before he heard his fa-
ther’s story; Anne has witnessed un-
earthly lights and the like, but has no
clear memories of being abducted.)
Whitley continues to receive the occa-
sional “visit” from the now-familiar
humanoids, but the fear has abated: “I
am beginning to have an awful lot of
fun with this from an intellectual
standpoint,” he says. He is not at all
sure that his captors are corporeal, or
that they come from other corners of
this universe: “I'm 80 percent sure
that it is visitors, not necessarily from
another planet, but from another as-
pect of reality, whatever that may
mean,” he says.

Even those in the business, as it
were, occasionally find the quest
overwhelming. Hopkins is unnerved by
his discoveries: “These are not wel-
come inroads,” he says. “The one
thing | share with the people that this
has happened to and with the skep-
tics is that none of us like this materi-
al, none of us want it, and all of us find
it almost impossible to believe.” Hop-
kins is resolute in defending the credi-
bility of his witnesses: “They’re not
people who have regular psychotic
episodes,” he says. “In court, testimo-
ny from any one of these people
might put somebody in an electric
chair.”

Strieber is determined to go boldly
where no man has gone before. A
Communion sequel is in the works, and
he plans to publish many of the letters
sent to him by fellow travelers who are
willing to go public. He knows that
there are those who cannot accept his
story, but he stands by it. “Behind
these perceptions,” he says, “is some
kind of great wonder. Anything that
prevents us from having the joyous ex-
perience of discovering what thatis is
simply a waste of time.”

—Written by Michelle Green, reported by
Meg Grant and Kristina Johnson

After a Mex-
icanabduc-
tion case, the
“victim' drew
this sketch of
a hooded hu-
manoid.
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Experts
tackle _
visits
from
above

By Judith Pike

FLYING saucers come
under analysis at a public
meeting to be held in
Bristol next Friday.

y the Bris-
tol branch of the
Aetherius Society, the
meeting 18 entitled
“UF0’s — The Facts” and
will be lgm t 300
Gloucester Her-
field, at 8pm.

Orgamser Dr Edward
Prempeh said: “People
from other planets are
coming to visit earth in
flying saucers.”

Sighting
He claimed a survey in
Bristol had shown that 10

Rer cent of the population
ad seen them and he felt

‘interest would be strong

enough to fill the hall to
city at the meeting.
e most recent “major
sighting” in Alaska last
November will be exam-
ined.

The society claims to
have answers to many of
the questions posed about
um entified flying

and Dr Prempeh,

dgse Causeway.
Flshpon said the he
believed visitors from
space came with the in-
tention of bringing world
peace.
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Outta this world: No one laughing

o 1381

reportedly have “vg!'t:n.chock.:f ::lre'
only m M‘ says Belleville accounts those =
: port officials, miljtary personnel and
warld Hke three giant others who re send things up
into the air. So far, nohody has
claimed any knowledge of the object
: A o7 " he RO, Center ple. have

—- 52 T e en people;
. Americans from Maine to Maui routinely ' promised to returs to Bellevilie June
report sightings of unidentified flying 5 with a full report on thdtm:{
objects, and their neighbors routinely snick- | Based on the buzz in town last week,
er. But Belleville — which sits on the Dane- | there will be few empty seats at the
Green County line, has 1,300 citizens and is meeting. 3 ; i
as pretty as its name — isn’t snickering. . Main Street merchant Do‘:‘ume
: : - - | thinks somebody — or, at very

- Its aircraft after all, are not y

: ! least, something — was up there
excitable little. kids, sly. teenagers or well- those two nights. Little, the propri-
known kooks. Funseth works for the State . etor of Frenchtown Spirits and Flo-
t of ortation. Freidig works ' ral, is an amateur astronomer.and a
for State Sen. Lloyd tid (D-Crandon). self-described realist. But he also
Most convincingly of all, in a lot of people’s ' thinks there are more things in heav-
minds, Kazmar Is a local ‘police officer of en and Earth than even Steven Spiel-
sterling repute. : | berg dreams of.
’When Jyou think of the enormity
- of space,” muses Little, “I really
think it’s egotistical of us to think
we're thg only things alive in the

| As one Belleville resident puts it, “If i

fan W 5

were just the others — well, maybe not. But

if Glen Kazmar says he saw something, he |, ivorce

Saw something. : So maybe there really were extra-
Also, none of the accounts mentions little terrestrials oveyr Belleville, Little

shriveled green beings, big luminous trape- says. On the other hand, maybe it

zoidal objects or that sort of thing. So you was just the feds. :

can just keep all those smart remarks about  “The government has been known

close encounters of the weird kind and to conceal things before,” he

“Belleville, phone home,” to yourseif. observes. “There’'s a lot of people

Lo L . think this is experimentation.”

What exactly did Kazmar, Freidig and ~ Tpgae would be Mary Pilgrim’s
Funseth — along with several others in | guess. She thinks it was the US
‘Belleville and nearby towns — see in the sky y sneaking around up there
on the nights of Jan. IS and March 6?7 - without telling anyone. They're like

Most people tell of a large, segmented

) that, she says.
object, variously described as cigar- Army, aliens or whatever, Pil-
-shaped, fuselage-shaped or Chinese- grim, a teacher's aide at Belleville
kite-shaped. According to Funseth, a Grade School, thinks the whole thing
surveyor for the Department of is kind of fun. The sightings are an
Transportation, it hung close over-

active topic in the schoolyard, she
head, no more than a gugrter of a

mile in the air,
- Kazmar saw red, ‘white and blue
lights. Funseth saw flames and a

Xfmﬂ'sggﬁg those Brob- tioned on national TV, she adds

All have been interviewed exten- proudly. , ,
sively by representatives of the Cen- “It’s put/us on the map, that's for

conélderab}e floridness still heard
from day to day.

ter for UFO Studies in Chicago. Since sure,” says Pilgrim, interviewed dur-
.ing recess as she deftly put an errant
it was established in 1973, the center kickball back into play.

has received and investigated hun-
dreds of thousands of reports of sau-
cer sightings, object observations and
‘the occasional alien abduction. They

\8

says, with first-person reports of

\G]7

about UFOs

’s no snickering
over reports of UFOs

Lavonne Freidig

When she and her husband visited
relatives in Arizona last month, °
everybody wanted to know about
those “UFO things.” The Pilgrims
have had to buy half a dozen “Belle-
ville UFO” buttons because people
from other places keep begging to
buy theirs.

The buttons used to be available
downtown at Main Street Station
Paraphernalia, but owner Robert
Belle says he's sold out of the first
run of 250. He may have to order
more if the UFO guys from Chicago
come back next week with some-
thing interesting. He also hopes the
meeting will help move his remain-
ing bumper stickers, which for some
reason never took off quite the way
the buttons did.

On the basis of items sold per ’
capita, though, the sightings have
been only slightly less marketable
than, say, the Los Angeles Olympics.

The 50 official Belleville UFO
T-shirts designed by Doh Little — a
striking flying-saucer motif in glow-
ing pink on midnight black ~ are

- just about gone. Little may re-order,

Belleville ‘'has even been men- |

however. Lots of people are stfil ask-
ing about them. -

Lavonne Freidig actually dropped
some broad T-shirt hints to her fami-
ly, but no one caught theny.

“I thought I'd get one for Mother’s
Day,” she says, “but I didn’t.”

Surely an official UFO sighter
deserves her own official UFO
T-shirt. Freidig supposes she’ll have
to go buy one herself.

\ 7




By Antony Harris

SWANSEA toddler
® Hannah Bates today
told of her close
encounter with an
unidentified flying
object last night.

After calmly drawing what
she saw the bright-eyed four-
year-old said: “It was
ghosties!” )

Hannah and her mother
Mrs. Jenny_Bates say they
were “buzzed” by the UFO
which hovered silently 50 feet
" above their home in Curry
Close, Upper Killay.

The child saw the object
. first and when her mother
looked up she couldn’t
believe her eyes.

“It was just hovering
there. It was tiny, about the
size of my dining room table,
and had four green lights on
3 ; e " the bottom,” said Mrs.
MRS. Jenny Bates with her four-year-old dfn‘ghter Hannah. @ To page 3

LOALES EVENING TPosST SWANSEA

HANNAH'’S sketch of the UFO.

UFO ‘buzzed oux

- @ From page 1

Bates.

“I was rooted to the spot
and I tried to call out to my
husband but I couldn’t
speak,” she said. N

“I must have stared at it for
five seconds before it shot
off. There was a rushing of
air, but no noise at all. It was
really weird,” added Mrs.
Bates.

She wasn’t convinced she

had actually seen a UFO until
Hannah: sit down and drew
the object.

“Ghosties-is her word for
anything unusual and that is

NJ-D26

THE WOODRRIDGE
NEWS
APRIL 24 1987
By WAYNE F. YOURSTONE

News Tribune staff writer

; gvemment documents released: -
during the late 1970s under the Free-
dom of Information Act:show. that
other life forms exist in the universe,
Hastings said during a presentation
to Middlesex County Cellege stu-
dents. 2

“What the documents indicate
beyond a reasonable doubt is that
flying saucers do exist,” Hastings
said. “There is evidence despite
repeated denials by the Pentagon.”

\Q

ROBERT HASTINGS

home’

exactly what we saw,” si
Mrs. Bates.

The family had j
returned from a long day ¢
at around 10.30 last night a
the encounter came Wwh
husband Nick was park
the car in the garage behi
their home.

“I saw the reflection
green lights on the bonnet
the car, but nothing else,”
said.

Swansea police and
airport authorities say tl
have had no reports of :
UFO sightings overnight.

Documents contain proof

Hastings presented a glide show
outlining documented cases of UF(

said.

sightings between the late 1940s tc
about 1979. _

The first wave of reported UF(
sightings in the United State
occurred in April 1947, Hasting

Official government .explanation
included solar reflections on lov
lying clouds, swamp gas, tempers

said the CIA,
Force, National Security Council ar
FBI have conducted secret invest
‘gations into the sightings.
" There have been frequent repor
W of extra-terrestrial sight r

{ tary bases and nuclear facilitic

CONT NEXT PASE

gm inversions, man made objects ¢
‘meteor fragments.
Hastings

US. Al

tings at mil



DocUMENTS CONT

Hastingssa:d strefeh, radar + «.. According {0 an: FBI documen
Fromthemmmonotnefauotf mmmmﬂnedm “from March 23, 1960, crash sits of
1975, missile silos were the focus of to gdvernment documents.” . three unidentified crafts were.disco-
increased lev ”ofreportedsight-) mm' sonnel at the bage  Vvered in New-Mexico in 1949, Each
- reported peeinlf a 100-foot diameter . STAft contained three dead creatures,

the base. il ﬁch about three feet tall, accord-

‘what mﬂ.&!ﬂ"m : ‘Butthm:nolnfonnationonthe

- Hasting alsobaid there is consider-  T°COVETY Operation nor a clue as to

able debate over whether alien 1ot happened to it,” Hastings said.

crafts ever have crashed on Earth, - IUs so frustrating, but we have the

mtgf people ‘about this. type

TX-D25 DALLAS MBERNING STAR NEWS

Interest in

UFO:s rises

Earthlings’ belief in aliens 3
renewed by outer limits tales

By Dave Ferman .
Sieff Writer of The News

In 1947, pilot Kenneth Arnold saw nine silver discs fly-
ing in close formation near Seattle, Wash. They zigged.
They zagged. They disappeared. And, wheén word Jeaked
out 1o journalists of what Arnold claimed to have seen, the
term “flying saucer” was coined and the modern era of

“wfology” had begun.

Forty years later, UFOs are hot again — maybe hotter |

than ever. Cute little aliens are popping up on commer-
cials for watches, beer and lawn mowers. The season cli-
max of The Colbys featured a major character being kid-
napped by aliens. Whitley Strieber’s Communion — an ac-
count of many “abductions” into the hands of aliens — is
No. 2 on the New York Times non-fiction best-seller list,
and has prompted hundreds of people to come forward
and sy that they, 100, have been abducted, andinn-&
mmnmmm '

Wmmm-mm
UPO Network) and Chicago’s J. Allen Hynek Center for
UPO Studies report numerous “abductees” coming for-
ward recently. And Sesttle’s National UPO Reporting Cen-
ter says that, while the number of reports has heid steady
at about six a day for the past year, they are now getting
mcanmsinabontinddenuthathmenedmthe-
years ago. :

Why now? Why all this renewed interest?

UFO experts point first to Strieber’s book. Also, there’s
been a lot of interest in two other new books: Intruders by
longtime UFO researcher Bud Hopkins, which deals with
abductees; and Light Years by invesﬁpﬁve author Glry

MAY 8 687

Kinder, which concerns a Swedish
caretaker who claims, among other
things, to bave received informa-
tion from a female alien from the
planets of Pleiades. And finally, the
€XPpeTTs 5ay, peopie are just more re-

~"~f spmsxvetomexdeathnthere’s

» “Our mailing list has gone from
150 to about 270 since January —
people are just intelligent enough
to realize there’s intelligent life in
the universe,” says MUFON Metro-
plex president Jerry Decker.
“Strieber is such a well-known au-
thor — and suddenly he has-experi-
ences and comes forward. He
cracked the ice a bit, because he’s
what people would call normal.”

- Dallas-area UFO enthusiast Rick
Schneider — who says he saw a UFO
measuring about 300 meters long
hovering near Interstate 20 one
night in August 1985 — believes
that Communion has something to
do with the resurgence in UFOs.
But, he says, movies such as E.T.

and Close Encounters of the Third _
Kind'<have simply gotten people’

over the “panic stage” of dealing
with UFOs. _
-~ «"“]I-feel the planet is getting to a

state. where the conscionsness of °
the individual is ready to accept the - -
reality of UFOs,” says Schneider, a -

Grand Prairie taxidermist. “Now
children are being raised to accept
the existence of UFOs. Ten years
ago, when I'd talk about this, I'd get
a lot of negative reaction, and
there’s a lot less now. There’s talk
on the street now — you didn't hear
it 10 'years ago. I mean, when your
postman walks into the office and

‘very rare thing ™ he says. *.

asks what you thought of Out On A

Out On A Limb is actress Shirley
MacLaine’s account of her “chan-
neling” alien spirits — a book that
has helped in people’s growing ac-
ceptance of aliens and all things
metaphysical, says Schneider. The
fact that her account — like
Strieber’s — is finding such interest
is a sign that people are more will-
ing to accept that, as Schneider puts
it, “there’s more to the universe
than you can physically see.”

“People have seen that (Miss
MacLaine’s writing) and reacted to
it and are now accepting the fact
that people may believe in UFOs,”
says George Eberhart of the Hynek
Center for UFO Studies. “Also,
there’s just the accumulation of 40
years of UFO sightings — there’s
not a lot of hard evidence but there
is a lot of testimonials.”

Robert Gribble of the National
UFO Reporting Center points to an
incident last year that also may be
piquing people’s interest: the case

-of a Japanese pilot who claimed

UFOs accompanied him over
Alaska. That incident, says Gribble;’
has led to three or four reports of
old sightings. “That used to l:e a
)" ST
“People now know where 0 go
(1o report- encounters),” says
MUFON international director Wal-
ter Andrus Jr., who works with the
Seattle group in investigating cases.

“People are coming forward with
things that happened years ago.
And people want to know about
UFOs — they want to find out about’
them. After all, it's the greatest mys-:
tery of the 20th century.” - ;% iy
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Some of the UFO sighfings récently reported to
the Aetherius Society London hotline
Spain’s Costa Blanca, 1978.

London journalist Anne Shepherd re-
ported seeing a large object in the sky
— “about the size of three double-
decker buses” — moving at incredible
speed for around 30 minutes. She
claimed many more people saw the
object.

12.30 a.m. on a crytal-clear night, three
Birmingham nurses reported seeing a
cigar-shaped object moving noiseless-
1y overhead with lots of lights showing
underneath it. RAF Lynham con-

firmed that they had picked up a
mysterious object on their radar screens ard Birthingham
Airport also later admitted to the nurses that they had
detected the UFO.

1978.

Robert Owen — an environmental
consultant and private pilot with- 15
years’ experience — was flying near
Salisbury when he sighted four UFOs
for two-and-a-half minutes. Mr Owen
said the UFOs were the size of a golf
ball at arm’s length and were moving very fast when the
suddenly disappeared. He radioed air traffic control to learn
that a Dan Air nilot had also reported seeing the objects.
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Late at night, on a very clear evening,
a young man was driving in his car
with. his girlfriend when he saw a
“dark, silvery object hovering above
-~thyer; roacL *H-Hhded in a field
beyond a lme of trees. He. described
the object as being saucer-shaped with observation windows
and claimed to have seen a humanoid figure in silhouette.

“
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1H (h *an shaven vu" blue
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