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UFOs a hard 
nut to crack 

FORTY Yl'ars aftl'r they 
first hit the world's hl•act­
linc>s, tlyin~ saucl'rs arc> 
back in the news. 

It w;L~ in .Junt', l!l-17. that 
Anwric<Ul husint·s.~man Kt>nnt•th 
Arnold. pilotinjot his li!(ht airl'raft 
1war tlw l'ascadt• Mountain 
Rm1jott' in Uu• Statt• of Washing­
ton, spnttt>d ninl' hug1• glt>aming 
ohj1•1· L~ flying at an t>stimatt>d 
1200 mph - an unht>ard-of 
SP<'t'd for any airC'raft in thnst• 
days. 

l lpon landin!( . Arnold dt>­
snitwd thl' motion of th1• ohjects 
a.~ similar to saUC'l'rs skimming 
over watt•r. Thl' Pres.~ ht'adlinl'd 
tht>m as flying saucers - and the 
namt' has stuck ever sinC'e. 

D D 
The latest sighting occured 

early in January, when the crew 
of a Japan Airlines Boeing 747 
freighter, flying from Iceland to 
Japan via Alaska. was shadowed 
by a mystery object for 30 
minutes. 

The 747's captain , Ker\ju 
Terauchi, described the object as 
huge and walnut-shaped -
"very" big, about twice the size 
or an aircraft carrier." He said 
that it dosed to within five miles 
of the aircraft, and asked US air 
traffic control for permission to 
take evasive action if neces.5ary. 

Controllers confirmed the 
existence of a large "blip" on 
their radar screens and said it 
might have been composed of 
three separate objects flying 
close together. The llS Federal 
Aviation Administration has 
launched an investigation - so 
far without result. 

Flying saucers or 
Unidentified F1ying Objects, to 
give them a more scientific title 
- ha\'e intrigued and sometimes 
terrified mankind for centuries. 

In the 1950s, when the 
dawning space age gave impetus 

I 

By ROBERT JACKSON . 

l===::,=,,::"""""";~.S the year's oddest most controversial milestone - the "official" 40th anniver-
sary of the flying saucer. In Earth terms, 
that is. The phenomenon is, still 
tantalisingly with us ... 
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to tht• notion that other intelli­
gent hcings might have tht> 
technology to cross light-years of 
spare, flying saucer fl'vcr 
reacht>d its peak - with the 
result that serious investigators 
have sincl' found it difficult to 
sort out hard. documented facts 
from the mass of nonsense and 
trickery surrounding the subject. 

Books claimed that the far 
side of the moon - which 
nobody had then seen - was a 
base for UFOs. Then Soviet and 
American probes photo-mapped 
the f8l' side and showed that it 
was pretty much like the Earth 
side, except with more moun­
tains - and never a UFO base to 
be seen. At that point the 
authors of the "authentic" flying 
saucer books quietly disap­
peared from the scene. 

Nevertheless, there have been 

many well-documt•nted sijothtings 
of UFOs throughout n•cordt•d 
history. 

The Bible itself rnntains a 
number of references that mijotht 
apply to UFOs, if one's imagina­
tion stretches far enough; lhl' 
most famous appears in the 
Book of Ezekiel, who tells how 
"a whirlwind came out of the 
north, a great cloud, and a fire 
enfolding itself, and a brightness 
was about it." 

DD 
In recent years, there have 

been many UFO sightings by 
pilots and air traffic controllers 
- people not given to flights of 
fancy. Unexplained objects are 
treated very seriously by the 
staff of RAF F1yingdales and 

oth1•r hallistil' missilt• Parl} 
warning stat.ions around lh;• 
world - hut usually tllt'rt' i., a 
rational 1•xplanation. 

Falling sat1•llit1• or r<H"kt •J 
hoostt•r d1'11ris, for 1•xamplt•. l'an 
procl1u·1• a hrilliant display :L' it 
hums up on n•-1•nlc·rin): Il l<' 
atmosph1•n• :mcl rol'k1•t la1111d1t ·~ 
C'an produc·p tht• sanw pffp1·t. 

Some tim1• ago, a s1•ri1•s o f 
glowing light.~ in Uw night sky 
!'aused nc•ar-pani<' in parts oJ 
South Anwrirn until it w:L' n •al 
iS<•d that th<•y Wl'rt' c·a11s1•cl h1· 
expendt•d hm;slt•rs from H11ssiai1 
spac<' laun!'ht•s. 

In England, a llSA~' 1"0!01u·I al 
Woodbridge, Suffolk, was rnn­
vinced h<' has spottl'd a llFO in 
nearby woods. The local papt•rs 
picked up the story and mad1• 
headlines out of it. 

First sightings still leave the experts intrigued and and bewildered 
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UFO's By NICK FARRELL 

• • • 
NEXT month UFO-watchers will make a 
dramatic gesture to prove that extra-ter­
restrial beings arc talking to us - but their 
message is being jammed. 

lbc Aetherius Society claims that there is a 
massive cover-up by govern ments world-wide in 
cahoots v.ith big bu~incss to blot out the aliens ' 
message of peace. 

Files on sighting:; of UFOs have been deliber­
ately suppressed by governments for decades, 
says the London-based society. 

lbc message from the aliens is "Service to 
Other People" coupled with mystical knowledge 
- they are the heralds of the new age, the Age of 
Aquarius. 

But this is too much for the governments who 
rely on the arms race and wars for survival, says 
the society. 

Next month the society. founded in 1956 by 
Sir George King . a yoga expert who claims o 1e1 
6(X) "contacts" v.ith aliens . stages the first major 
UFO symposium in the UK for over 10 years. 

Society spokesman Dr John 
Holder said the aim of the 
"London Symposium of UFOs" 
was to blow the top off the "inter­
national governmental covcr­
up." 

are they Big 
Business's 
big secret? 

Dr Holder, a trained bioche­
mist and part-time unit trust 
manager in the City, said he had 
personally seen over 100 UFOs 
since 1970. 

"UFOs arc trying to get 
through to this world with their 
message of peace but vested 
interest is stopping them ," he 
said. 

"There has been a total global 
cover-up - one of the reasons 
they give for not releasing infor­
mation is that people would 
panic. 

"That's rubbish. I work in the 
City and know what makes busi­
ness, and as a result govern­
ments, tick - if the price of arms 
slumps they start a war. It' s as 

The Aetbttius Society claim one in seven people bdien in extra­
Cttnstial life • • • 

simple as that," said Dr Holder. 
"It's only thanks to relentless 

pressure from us and our col­
leagues in other countries that 
governments have been forced to 
admit they do monitor UFOs -
something they have always 
denied ." 

The evidence now available, 

claimed Dr Holder, included : 
e An admission by the North 

American Arco-Space Com­
mand of IO million "uncorrel­
ated" observations in the past 20 
vears. - · 

• An admission by the 
National Security Agency in 
America that it had nearly JOO 

documents on UFOs. 
e An admission by the 

Federal Aviation Autho rity in 
America, after an initial denial, 
that it did monitor a spectacular 
UFO sighting reported by an air­
line pilot over Alaska last 
November. 

e The Ministry of Defence 
admission in 1982 in a House of 
Lords debate on UFOs that in 
the previous four years it had 
record of 2,250 sightings - this 
was after consistent denia ls that 
it kept any records on UFOs. 

What's more, the public is no 
where near as sceptical as the 
politicans would have us think . 
says the society. 

Their special UFO hotline set 
up last month has already had 
reports of over 300 serious UFO 
sightings from air traffic cont rol ­
lers, radar operators and police­
men among others. they 'ay. 

"t ·. ·-'· 1q·' ~:' · g .· . :W ·j;;.,Oh 
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A FEW years ago 
some friends of 
mine, who owned a 
farm in Wales, were 
driving a truckload 
of cattle back from 
market. 

became increasingly 
disturbed and 
uneasy. 

fearful anticipation. 
The sky was dark and 

overclouded, and the 
lonely road bore no other 
lighting except for the 
glare of the vehicle's 
headlamps. 

ana rushed back into the 
driver's seat, fumbling for 
the ignition key. The 
truck stalled. 

"The devil she won't 
start" shrieked the ter­
rified man. The farmer 
stormed up into the cab 
and pulled out the choke. 

Nothing happened . 

SCEPTICAL 
Then, before they 

could do anything more, 
the incessant humming 
began to fade. As quick­
ly as they had become 
enveloped in overpower­
ing light, it speedily lifted 
from the truck, and with 
a huge 'swishing' noise 

U.F.O.'s 

\\Oulu ha'c been rather 
sceptical of the whole af­
fair if it had not been for 
the ashen faces of the two 
m~n . 

This incredible but true 
story was told, not by 
fanciful dreamers whose 
imagination had been 
fired by fear, but two very 
ordinary, down to earth 
farming men, who knew 
more about the 'real' 
world than the fictitious 
chapters of a sci-Ii book . 

Strange phenomena 
and sightings of Uniden­
tified Flying Objects are 
probably subjects which 
cause more controversy 
and sceptism than 

- Fact 

by Ardelle Dre\\er~ 

It is quite feasible to 
accept that any foreigner 
being capable of reaching 
our planet with th e 
technical ease witne~~cd 

by so many people mu~ 1 . 

logically, be far advanc· 
ed than we would ever 
imagine. 

It was late even­
ing, and as they 
steadily drove along 
the desolate, stony 
road , the cattle 

The curious farmer 
stopped, put the break 
on, and climbed down 
onto the rough track, 
hurriedly blazing a torch 
along the rails of nervous 
stock that had now began 
to stomp and kick 
furiously, rolling their 
large brown eyes back in 

The farmer was baffl­
ed at the seemingly un­
founded timidity of his 
cattle, and called to his 
brother to switch off the 
engine and take a look . or fiction? 

In their eyes (be 1hc) 
pink, green or red) 1hc in· 
habitants of Eart h pro· 
bably seem quite nwronic 
and hostile, and more on 
a par with the 'sl oncage' 
era. 

C.OL<:..\-\ESTER E\I E:~l '4 (:.. 
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Both men suddenly 
became aware of a distant 
hum which grew louder 
by the minute, and as 
they looked up into the 
sky a brilliant light began 
to penetrate the area 
around the truck. 

was gone in an instant. 
The shaken driver's 

trembling hand turned on 
the ignition. It worked! 

He put his foot hard 
on the accelerator and the 
truck lurched forward 
and sped down the coun­
try road. 

The humming became 
unbearable as the blin­
ding glow covered their 
faces, making it impossi­
ble to see. 

When they arrived 
back at the farm, the 
mysterious tale was 
relayed to the family, who The brother panicked 

!"here is, obviously, 
doubt about that. Not 
even a smart Texan law· 
yer can produce evi­
dence enough to place it 
on record. 

He has, however, done 
the next best thing: he 
has written a book 
about his extraordinary 
extra-terrestrial per­
sonal encounters of a 
far from blurred kind. 

" They were real," he 
insists. "Incredibly, 
frighteningly real. At 
first I thought I was 
going crazy, completely 
out of my mind." by FRED NORRIS 

His book, Communion 
WHITLEY Strieber, a has already caused a 
clean-cut, 42-year-old sensation in the United 
Texan lawyer, looked States. It was snapped 

up by the American 
shattered when he publisher, Morrow, for 
fi~ally arrived in Bir- one million dollars and 
mmgham. has since been selling at 

It was hardly surpris- a staggering 100,000 
ing. In the past few copies a week in hard­
months, he had been 1 back. 

" If I thought myself 
mad, then how could I 
blame others for think­
ing the same about me'!" 
he says. . 

" My experiences ' 
frightened me. And I I 
wrote the book for all 
those other people who 
have been just as fri2h· 
tened - and perhaps too 
frightened to come for­
ward and tell others 
about what they con­
sider to be a night­
mare." 

Mr Strieber, married 
with a six-year-old son, 
looked hard at me: " I 
did not believe in UFO 
before this happened. 

'' And I would have 
laughed in the face of 
anybody who claimed 
contact. But now I know 
how some people must 
have suffered." 

anything else on our 
earth, yet the mysteries of 
space never fail to en­
thrall and excite our in­
satiable curiosity. 

Scientists may scoff at 
the claims of those who 
have personally ex­
pcricm:cd \Uch Clll"llUlll· 

c", hul remain. all the 
\amc, rnmplc1cly bafllcd. 
Or do thcv? 

There are hundreds, 
maybe thousands of peo­
ple whose strange con­
frontations with U.F.0'.s 
have been officially 
reported yet rarely in­
vestigated openly. 
CWSED DOORS 

1 t is as if any sugges­
tion of alien contact is 
quickly swept under the 
public carpet. 

Yet one can hardly 
believe that the fascina­
tion of the 'unknown' 
cannot escape the sear­
ching mind of the average 
scientist. 

Therefore, perhaps the 
only deduction to be 
made is that, that which 
is swept under the rug is 
in reality being intricate­
ly analysed in private. 

Whatever we believe, it 
must surely be rather 
pompous of mankind to 
believe he is the only life 
form in the universe. 

Therefore, any semr blc 
spaceling is not going 10 
risk being bl own 
out of orbit by the hasty 
actions of a weapon · 
happy society. 

Their random probing 
would be a wiser subtle 
method of discovering 
the makeup of mankind . 

If coverups do exist in 
research of this 
phenomena, then it is to 
prevent mans hysteria, for 
what we don't know will 
not harm us. 

Whether UFO's exist, ' 
though, either in truth 
or simply in fertile sup­
positions, it is the deadly 
practices of mankind tha1 
are to be feared rather 
than the presence of any 
well -advanced , sci f­
respecting little green 
man! 

halfway around the 
world. There was no 
doubt about that - it 
was on record. 

But Whitley Strieber, 
if one is to believe him, 
has also been in touch 
with UFO's and talked 
to intelligent non· 
hl!_rnan beings. Aliens. 

SCEPTICISM 

It also, in vitably, 
brought a giant tidal 
wave of scepticism 
crashing against him. 
He accepts this as an 
understandable and 
normal reaction. 

His " experiences " 
took place in an isolated 
cabin in upstate New 
York with his wife, 
Anne, and his son, 
Andrew. They started in 
December, 1985. 

In his book, Mr 
Strieber says the aliens 
reminded him of gras­
shoppers or crickets. 

" The hands were verv 
long and tapered when 
in repose, with thn•e 
fingers and an oppos­
able thumb .. . On th(• 
fingers were short, dark 
nails of a mon• dawlik(• 
appearance than ours. 

"Eitht•r what 1~ hap· 
pt•ning is that · vi ... itor ... , ' 
art• at'tualh· lwrt• or I lw 
human mind i~ t-rt·atini.: 
~oml'thinj! that, irwn·di ­
hl~-. is dost• to a ph _v~i<"al 
rt•alitv ." 

Iii~ · hook lt 0 :t\I ' ' th1 · 
fin al l"hoit"t · I 11 I ht · 
n •adt •r _ 



By William). Broad 
New York T1rnes Seno;ce 

NEW YORK - The aliens are 
here again, at least in terms of pop­
ular culture, if not fact. 

Three books about alien visits 
are selling briskly in the United 
States. One of them has topped the 
.1oniiction best seller list for weeks. 
Clubs, newsletters, movies. and lec­
tures about unidentified flying ob­
jecL~ are generating revenues at a 
pace e,;ceeded only in the 1950s, 
dunng the first wave of UFO sight­
ings. 

Some say that for 40 years the 
U.S. government has harbored 
physical evidence of an earthly en­
coun ter with extraterrestrial crea-

'The urge to in,·estigate and be­
lieve in this stuff is almost reli­
gious," said Ben Bova, former edi­
tor of Omni magazine and a writer 
of science fiction . "We used to have 
gods. Now we want to feel we're 
not alone, watched over by protec­
tive forces far beyond us." 

Others, often sober, respectable 
scientists who have studied UFO 
reports for years, said the skept ics 
were missing the biggest story of 
the age. 

"People who haven't been pay­
ing atlention to this stuff are in for 
a shock," said Bruce Maccabee, a 
full-time Navy physicist in Wash­
ington, D.C., and a part-time UFO 
researcher. " Some sort of things 

tures, including their dead bodies ·have been flying around for de-
and damaged space.:raft . . . cades, and they aren't ours." . 

That startling report, dismissed The current flurry of interest in 
hy skeptics and government offl - UFOs is led by new books: "Com­
cials as a laughable hoax, is con- munion" by Whitley Strieber. "ln­
tained in what are purportedly top- truders" by Budd Hopkms: and 
secret government papers dating "Light Years" by Gary Kinder. 
from the days of President Dwight "Communion" has been on The 
D. Eisenhower. New York Times be:. t seller list for 

Whv the fascination with aliens, 16 weeks. 
despite repeated failu res over the All three tell of personal encoun-
decades to document their earthly ters with aliens. reaching beyond 
arrival? the last great period of.UFO enthu-

ln interviews, psychologists, his- siasm in the 1950s. ;aid David M. 
torians, philosophers and writers of Jacobs, author of "The U.F.O. 
science fiction said that belief in Controversy in America'_' and a h1s-
alien encounters was rooted in the torian at Temple University in 
need for secular messiahs. and the Philadelphia. 
search for explanations for the In the 1950s U FO sightings v:-ere 
troubles on ear th. in vogue. Now, he ;aid, the ahens 

Wlll1S'I GA?.E- \\£ J '40\l.V-~ 

Hotline 
for UFO 
reports 

I hear that the 
Yorkshire UFO Net­
work, in association 
with independent 
UFO researchers in 
Lancashire and 
Derbyshire have in­
troduced 24 hour 
UFO hotline ansa· 
phone service. 

JtlL 'I 3 'C"\ '61 

If at any time, you 
have observed what 
you believe to be an un­
identified flying object 
(UFO ), no matter 
where , then the 24 hour 
UFO hoUine is wating 
to hear from you. 

The hotline wlll be 
operated by UFO re­
searchers from York­
shire and Derbyshire , 
and between them they 
have a great deal of ex­
perience in researching 
and investigating the 
subject of UFO's . 

themselves are taken as fact and 
atten tion has turned to the human 
experience of encounters wit.h 
them. Indeed. the hottest topic 
among UFO enthusiasts is what 
they describe as the federal govern­
ment's experience wi th aliens. espe­
cially the " Roswell Incident," one 
of the oldest reported UFO epi­
sodes. 

Timothy Good. a British U FO 
researcher, and a group of UFO 
investigators in the United Stati:s 
say they have documentary. eVJ­
dence that the government hid its 
knowledge of a ·•nying saucer" 
crash in 1947 near Roswell . New 
Mex.ico. The accusation is con-

tained in Mr. Good' s book. "Above 
Top Secret: The Worldwide U.F.O. 
Cover-Up," to be published tn Brit­
ain in July. 

The U.S. governmen t ha.~ de­
clared that the 1947 incident was 
nt> thing more than the sightin_g of a 
weather balloon. But the UFO re­
~earchers say a newly discove re~ 
d<l<:Ument. dated Nov 18, i 95L . 
pruve~ that explanation fal se. The 
d,x:umcnt, purpvrtcdl ) a. top-scxret 
hriding paper fpr President-elect 
Eisenhower. discu,..<es a s.:.:ret learn 
of a d,1zcn expert" kn,1wn as MaJ e>­
tic- 12. or MJ - 12. that was estah· 
Ii shed by Pre:.iden t Har ry S T ru­
m an ,10 Sept . 24 . 19 47 . to 
investiga te the remains of the 
~pa.:ecraft and ih crew. 

" It appears to he genuine," said 
Willi am L. Moore, who wroie a 
hook ahout th e incident . Mr . 
Moore inves tigated the doc ument 
for more than twv years after a 
ctilleague receiv.:d it ammymou~ l y 
in the mail. "There's nothing we ve 

Many people , for 
various reasons , wish no 
publicity when reporting 
the sighting of a UFO. 
The 24 hour UFO hotline 
guarantees absolute con­
fidentiality when 
requested . 

If you have seen a UFO, 
then phone the UFO hot­
line (0924 ) 444049. It will 
operate seven days a 
wee k and 52 weeks a 
year. 

h~-en ahk 1<1 J1'(0\'~r thal 'how' 1t"> 
a fraud ," he ,;uJ . 

"Nomcn,c."· ,aid l'hd 1p J. Klas,, 
a leading UFO dehunker and 
-chairn1an vf the UFO suhrnmm1t· 
1ee of the Ct>mmillL~ for the Sci en­
tifi c lnve, tig.ati<m of Claims of the 
f aranormal , a grnup nf "<-,ent1sts 
tnat puh\jshe" "The Slcptu.:ai In­
quirer." Mr . Kia" 'a id he had -.:en 
the documen t anJ considered 1t 
"an '' utright h,)ax ." 

It dL"S<.:rih,:, the d1-...:m er. uf 
" fou r ' mall human -l i._ c being.," 
who had q ec tcd hdme their cra f1 
cra,hed . By the time 1hey were dis­
covered, hnwe"er. a week after the 
crash. '"all four were dead and bad­
ly decomposed due to ac tJ on by 
predators and c'p<"ure to the ele­
ments." act:ord1n g I<> the rcpt> rt . 

Bv Novemlx:r l lJ47. tht: docu­
men"t !.aiJ. a f edcral team of 'c1en­
ti,r,, had concl udcJ ·· thJt although 
these crcaiures are human-like in 
appearance. the h1ok1!)cal and evo­
lut1 nn ary pn><:e,,c, rcsp<>nsihle for 

their de,·elopment has hcen 4uite 
differen t from those <1bser.·ed ''r 
postulated in Homo S<tpiens. 

Stanton T. Friedman. a nuclea r 
ph ys icist in Fredericluon. New 
Brunswick, Canada. " 1nvest1gat­
ing the document v.ith Mr. M<lOrc 
and lectures widely on UFO>. He 
said the reason for the ~0- ) c::r. ~:w ­
er-up of the New Mexico 1nc1dent 
is that "no government ... ants peo­
ple to have their allegi ance t".. the 
planet rather than thcm ~elve, . 

Frederik Pohl, a sc1em:e f1c t1 on 
writer said belief in UF<h 1s fl our­
ishing.now becau..o;c the nauon '> p<>­
litical leaders are seen a' nounder­
ing. 

"We' re told h) our leadership to 
be resolute against ten,msm. ~ct 
they make deal s." he said . "We're 
told 's tar wars' i:. the furure . bur nn 
one other than Ronald Reagan be­
lieves it. People have l o~ t tru>t m 
reality and rhey' re looking for 
something else ." 
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LOOk, up in the sky • •• 

Crowds gather to hear UFO expert Don Schmitt at Belleville High 
School gymnasium Friday evening. Below, Schmitt, co-director 
for the Center for UFO Studies, Is flanked by Richard Heiden a 
UFO Investigator. . ' 

l Ncr~r \>AG.€.) -Slole Joumol photo by Scott ~id 

Belleville UFO sightings 
get experts' verification "There's no way we can say 

they're from here, they're from 
there, they have this particular 
purpo!e in mind," · Schmitt said. By Marv Balousek 

Regional reporter 
-,:. .. •. 

B ELLEVILLE - If any 
extra-terrestrial alieru1 
were lurking among 

about 300 humans Friday night in 
the high school gym here, the aliens 
must have been satisfied that their 
secrets are safe. 

Two investigators from the J. 
Allen Hynek Center for UFO Stud­
ies in Chicago said naShiJii coioi'ed 
lights and cigar-shaped objects 
sighted earlier this year by Belle­
ville< residents were unidenWied 
flying objects. 

But ·the investigators offered 
few other answers to explain the 
phenomena. 

"The Center for UFO Studies 
has officially classified the Belle­
ville sightings as genuine UFO 
sightings," said Don Schmitt, co-di­
rector of the center. 

. The first sighting came the 
night of Jan. 15-16, when Belleville 
police Officer Glen Kazmar and 
other police officers saw three 
flashing lights between 8: 30 p.m. 
and 3 a.m. The object also showed 
~p on r'!dar from an airplane-track­
mg station in Aurora, Ill. 

Another sighting was reported 
March 6, when Harvey Funseth and 
several other people saw several 
cigar-shaped objects about 5:30 
p.m. 

Schmitt said he checked star 
patterns, airplane traffic and Na­
tional Guard activity in attempts to 
explain the Kazmar sighting. 

. "W~ checked with Goodyear 
blimp, he said. "We checked with 
the National Weather Service .... 
There's nothing we have that would 
be up there for eight hours without 
having to come down and refuel." 

But Schmitt and Richard Heid­
en. another center investigator 
said just because the Bellevill~ 
sightings were UFOs doesn't mean 
they're from another planet. 

5 

F~~ 50, who is a state- hlgh-
. '9Y•Y suri'fy,or •. aaid be and a com· 

panion, Fred Gochnauer, were 
coming home from work when they 
~w the large cigar-shaped object 
~ the sky with three smaller ob-
1ects trailing il 

"It's very vivid in my mind," he 
said "It was so close and so big. 
There wasn't any sound at an." 

Schmitt also said he bas docu­
ments that indicate the govern­
ment confiscated a crashed UFO in 
1947 near Roswell Air Force Base 
in New Mexico and found the re­
mains of several alien life fonns. 
. He said the documents were 

given anonymously to a Los An­
geles television producer. 

Schmitt said the documents dis­
cuss pursuit of disc-shaped craft 
during the late 1940s and, the docu­
ments say "it is virtually certain 
these craft do not originate in any 
country on earth." 

Schmitt said he wants an expla­
nation from the government on the 
validity of the documents and 
whether this information has been 
withheld from the public for 40 
years. 



Heiden presented a slide show 
o_n the history of UFO sightings na­
tionally and in Wisconsin. After­
ward, he tried to answer questions 
about UFOs. 

Those attending the meeting 
asked whether the Belleville UFOs 
had friendly occupants, if they 
planned to install something in the 
area like a communications beacon 
and if aliens have beards. 

"As a general rule, UFOs tend to 
stay out of cities and frequent the 
more rural areas," Heiden said, 
adding that most sightings are at 
night and the number of sightings 
peaks in July. 

He said it's common for one 
area to have several sightings 

\X - D"\.S '°'e \J. S\ 0 ~' ~oS \ 
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The sighting 
In Bay City last week, three coµs and ;1 

number of townspeople are sure th P.y ' ·'w 
~_.FO . . . . 

Described as looking hke a flying Astr u- . i 
dome the UFO left several folks , includ­
ing la~man Mike Baker, trying to figmP. 
out where it came from . 

Naturally, the folks at KIOX radio - a 
station owned by former Channel 11 ill­
vestigative reporter Judd Mcllvain -
figured it was some kind of political CL;fl-

spiracy. 
" I thought it might have been an ;id-

vance publicity stunt by the attorney gen­
eral ," said KJOX news director Judy My­
ers. " It was done on the day before Jim 
Mattox came to town (Friday) . You rE'­
member Friday was the day that he all bu t 
announced that he was running for gover­
nor. We're trying to get Judd to takt· a 
look at it. " 

Both Judy and Mike sounded sol>Pr 
when we talked to them. · 

First Flying Saucer Report 

'My opm1on is it's 
probably some corpora­
tion or the government 

I don't believe m 
outer space. ' 

- Harvey FuMelh, 
who reported o sighting 

within a short period of time. 
"If they're from another planet, 

think they may want to scout 
around for awhile," he said. 

Heiden said all encounters with 
aliens haven't been friendly, with 
some abductions and genetic ex­
periments reported. He said 3,000 
UFO sightings involved craft occu­
pants, and the descriptions are re­
markably similar - wide-set eyes, 
oversized heads and short, spindly 
bodies. 

One man, who refused to give 
his name, said people who see 
UFOs are reluctant to tell anyone 
because people think they're crazy. 
The man said he watched a nyi.Ilg 
saucer for a half-hour 40 years ago 
m northern Wisconsin. 

"For 10 years, I kept my mouth 
shut," he said. "And for the next 30 
years, I told only a very few peo­
ple." 

Funseth said the UFO center 
did a thorough job investigating his 
sighting. But he said he doubts the 
cigar-shaped objects were of extra­
terrestrial origin. 

"My opinion is it's probably 
some corporation or the govern­
ment," he said. "I don't believe in 
outer space." 

Admission to the meeting was $2 
for adults and $1 for students. The 
money goes to the UFO Center. 
Magazines about UFOs were sold 
at the entrance to the gym. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24 - 40th anniversary o f the firs t of the modern day UFC repor:s ·. 1 ') 4 7 , Pilo t r< enncth 

Arnold reported seeing nine crescen t-shaped aircraft go1nq 1700mph n8ar Moi;nt Ra1 n1er . W<ish1noton An~ c;I ' '· '· : 
•he UFOs - which he thought might bt' tcp $ecret US <111cra:t -- Nere llytng ,,,, ' •P .md-down 1r .i1ectorv itke 1 ' "' " • • 

sk1pp1rg across water A newspaper rep•1rter dubbeli the UFOs .. flying s;iucers r1e sp1te th P" c1csc1•11 t shap. 

' 



lijl,ci¥*!1rr:Ufl,IU11Ql·JiiQllf1 An eye tbe size of 
a football came 

Ul=Os-- WHAT out of tlle wall 
and examined me 
from top to bottom ALIEN visitors sound a common theme glen and UFO expert bellevea? In the 

of love and peKe, the humana they've conclusion of a three-part GLOBE 
COlltllcted uy. Could they be rneaen- probe, we look at poulble l'9UOn8 be­
gena from God, as one leading theolo- hind reported alien visits to Earth. 

EXTRATERRESTRIAL brings it to us, the effect is 
visitors to our planet the same." 
could be messengers Among the contactees 
from God, says a theolo- the minister has in­
gy professor who has In- terviewed is Charles 
tervlewed dozens of peo- Hickson, of Pascagoula, 
plewhouythey'vebeen Mississippi . He and a 
contacted by the space friend, Calvin Parker, say 
aliens. they were abducted by 

"I don't know where the aliens while on a fishing 
UFOs come from,'' says trip. 
the Rev. Theodore Peters, Hickson says that 
"but I think God is using while he and his fellow 
the aliens to com- anglerwereintheirboat, 
municatewith us-tore- a brightly lit UFO 
mind us of His message of appeared and hovered 
love and peace. overhead . Then, three 

"That seems to be the 5ft.-tall creatures floated 
recurrent theme told to out of the vehicle and 
me by people who have came toward them. 
been contacted by them," They had pincer-like 
adds the ordained Lu- claws for hands, wrink­
theran minister and asso­
ciate professor at Pacific 
Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Berkeley, 
California. 

PETERS declares: 
"UFOs have a religious 
quality about them. 

"They have the power 
to make us ask questions 
about the ultimate mean­
ing oflife. They appear in 
our skies as sparkling 
symbols of the future of 
our own technology and 
dazzle our imaginations 
with images of what we 
could become - if we can 
avoid destroying our­
selves. 

"Contactees report re­
ceiving messages from 
space aliens about dis­
armament, peace, love, 
brotherhood and salva­
tion. 

"That's God's message 
- and no matter who 

u110 ••11•rt •rwc• ................. 
oro II••• to toll• 

cmre Of ua 
led, light gray skin , 
pointed ears and slits for 
mouths, he says. 

The two fishermen 
were immobilized, taken 
aboard the craft and sub­
jected to medical probes, 
Hickson relates. 

"Something like an eye 
came out of the wall 
toward me and stopped" at 
my face ," the man told 

.t'eters in one of several in- · 
terviews. 

"The eye was about the 
size of a football and 
wasn't attached to any­
thing," Hickson said. "It 
just hung there. 

·ClllWlll ......... CllgM) llOilltS ot llllOl'GS41 
.. ..._ nurtl111g a..t ._ a CIW'lea ... . 

-·--·--·•• ic ........... ......... ................ •••ical ................ .... 

"It went down the front war between the U.S. and 
of my body as if it were the Soviet Union. 
taking pictures or some- In another interview, 
thing. It was definitely Sandy Larson of Fargo, 
some sort of examina- North Dakota, told the 
tion." minister about being in a 

SAYS the minister: "I 
was able to Interview 
Hickson shortly after the 
Incident. The man told 
me he now believes 
there's life on other 
worlds - and that God's 
universe Is a lot bigger 
than he ever thought." 

In another famous 
abduction, Peters re­
counts the story of 
U.S. Air Force Staff 
Sgt. Charles Moody, 
who discovered he 
had "lost" about 20 
minutes after spot­
ting a UFO. 

Eventually, he re­
called a sequence of 
events in which a 
50ft.-long spaceship 
dropped out of the New 
Mexico sky near Alama­
gordo and he was taken 
aboard. 

The extraterrestrials 
told him they were con­
sidering full contact be­
tween their civilization 
and Earth - because 
they were disturbed by 
the possibility of a nuclear 

1 

car with her daughter and 
the girl's boyfriend when 
they spotted glowing ob­
jects in the night sky. 

When the frightened 

trio stopped at a nearby 
resta~rant to report the 
incident to police, they 
realized 60 minutes of 
their lives had vanished. 

Under hypnosis, the 
woman recalled her con­
tact with a mummy-like 
creature completely 
wrapped in wha t 
appeared to be brown 
vinyl, which had eyes that 
"could control my brain." 

During a medical ex­
amination, the creature 
cured her sinus condition 
by inserting an instru­
ment in her nose , she 
said. 

Weeks after the abduc­
tion and examination, the 
creatures reappeared in 
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THEY ARE & WHY 
THEY ARE HERE 
her bedroom and took her 
back aboard the UFO for a 
questioning session, Pe­
ters says. 

"There have been at 
least 60 ,000 reported 
UFO sightings and 300 
cases in which humans 
have said they had per­
son al contact with ex­
traterrestrials," he adds. 
"They should be taken 

seriously - because 
many of the reports come 
from trained people like 
pilots and police officers. 

"These sightings and 
contact reports have com­
mon themes - that we 
should stop our rush to 
nuclear destruction, that 
we should love one an­
other and live in peace. 

"God is not necessarily 
sending his angels to us 
disguised as aliens - but 
if He is using extraterres­
trials as messengers, it's 
an excellent way of telling 
us that what we have on 
Earth is not all there is to 
the universe." 

INTERNATIONALLY 
recognized UFO expert 
Bryce Bond adds: "We're 
not talking about 'lights 
In the sky' any more. 

"We're talking about 
space aliens who are 
actually visiting Earth 
and making contacts with 
human beings." 

The alien visitors are so 
intelligent, they make hu­
mans "look like children 
in a sandbox," Bond says. 

No probe 
on UFO. 

"3.1 ? ' , 

jet drama 
AN INCIDENT in volv­
ing a UFO and a 
jumbo jet is not to be 
investigated , Bri tish 
Airways confirmed 
yesterday. 

"They're here to take 
care of us - like parents 
do their own children," he 
adds. "A catastrophe on 
Earth could adversely 
affect the entire solar sys­
tem - and they want to 
save the solar system, 
keep it in balance with the 
rest of the galaxy." 

- JOHN BLACKBURN 
and KEN HARRELL 

The no-probe decision 
follows a report that a 
BA airliner was forced 
b'y a UFO . to take 
d iversionary action 
over Russia. 

The incident. des-
cribed in a letter to The 
Times b y the flight"s first 
officer. Anthony Colin. 
happened as the BA 
jumbo flew fro m H eath­
row to Bangkok two 
months ago. 

.l8 
All five crew members. 

described in The Times 
as ··seasoned . sceptical 
professional~... "en· 
baffled by the LFO w11h 
twink l ing lights 

Mr Colin . c rew spokl·~ 
man . wrote · ··11 was drr1 -
nitelv not an a1rcrar1 
None of us hud P\"eJ" ~r .. n 
anything IJ!1e 11 be!"orl' 

Russian air 1rafl1( co 1 ~ 
trol reported nu otlw1· 
aircraft 111 till' url'U HI 111 .. a 



TRAPPED in the farm­
house were seven ra­
tional, but fri2btened 
people. Around them, 
in the twilight sky over 
~rth, an strange 
craft hovered menac­
ingly. 

Suddenly the huge, 
brilliant object, estimated 
by witnesses to be 200 feet 
in diameter, zipped over 
the horizon - and, within' 
hours, Leigh's Steve Balon, 
the region's UFO detec­
tive, was on the scene. 

In a week when one high­
ly-respected ~wspaper re- . 
ported allegabons that the 
lJS Government are cover- • 
ing up the discovery of a • 
crashed UFO oootaining • 
four dead alieos, it was very 
apt to drive down to Wood- . 
lands Avenue, Pennington, 
to talk to the North-west 
inYCStigator for DIGAP -
The Direct Investigation 
Group on Aerial 
Phenomena. 

And, after 20 years 
watching, wiiting, and hop­
ing for tangible evidence of 
l~fe beyond the stars, pa­
tiently expecting that close 
encounter, does Steve Ba­
lon still believe? 

" Oh, yes," be said vigor­
ously. "There are hard 
irrefutable facts . People re-

l. ect the idea of UFOs or 
· ife on another planet, 'be­
cause of fear. 

"Take the Edgworth 
case, in 1985. The UFO 
was seen to fly off in the f•••••••'•••••••}••·•••••:•.:•••·:····•::.: 

direction of Delph. I went ntf?H+•t:r·:·•··•• 
along to a quarry over there 
and saw, with my own eyes, 
bum marks on the ~ound. 

'1 talked with mne wit­
nesses who saw the craft." 

There are other cases. 
Nine years ago Bolton wo­
man Shelley Barnes 
claimed she was abducted 
near the Rumworth area by 
··••111111i1111li1111. 

John Hodson 
talks to 

the area's 
main UFO 
detective 

·~111111111111111111· 
an alien crart. ..we took 
her to a hypootist who 
specialises in regres.gon " 
said Steve. "Shelley told :is 
she was taken on board the 
craft and was held in a 
dome-shaped room , 
surrounded by alien beings. 
They did not touch her and 
later let her free . 

"Perhaps more sinister, 
several days after the inci­
dent, she was visited at 
home by two men dressed 
m black (this is not uncom­
m.oo in these cases), who 
tned to frighten her into 
not talkins to anyone about 
her experience. Who these 
men were no-one knows." 

s;m: 
. Steve has been interested 
ii:t the UFO phenomenon 
since, as a 13-year~ld he 
took up astronomy 'and 
S{>Otted what he is con­
vt~ was a formation of 
ab~n craft in the night 
skies. His home is filled 
with books, magazines and 

vid~os on the subj~ct _ 
senous thesis lining up 
alongside tomes on Dr. 
Who and Star Trek. Steve 
was, and still is, an ardent 
fan of the good Doctor and 
Mr Spock. 
. But he does not , he in­

SISts, get science fiction 
mixed up with science fact. 
Althou~ _ ~ - fan ~f ~ 
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more lurid Hollywooo eptcs 
on the subject, he says the 
film industry bas much to 
answer for after giving peo­
pl~ a pre-conccived idea of 
aliens as bug-eyed mons­
te rs. 

"Who knows what they 
are , or where they come 
from? I am convinced that 
there are positive and nega­
tive forces throughout the 
umverse . But why should 
they come to destroy us? 
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Theory 

"They could be beings of 
pure energy, or in a diffe­
rent dimension to ours · 
they could be with us all th~ 
time . A theory I do sub­
scribe to is that this type of 
phenomena JS experienced 
more often than not by 
people who are psychic." 

One of the wierdest cases 
· Steve has investigated over 
the years was the incident 
of THE SIL VER-SUITED 

C...GN'T 

FIGURE. Nine years ago ,. 
four young men driving 
through Rainford, Mersey­
side, were confronted hy 
the figure of a seven-foot 
tall silver-suited being. 

It had short, claw-like 
hands, a dome-shaped head 
:and on its chest three red 
lights flickered on and off. 

"Needless to say," said 
Steve, "they certainly got 
out of the area quickly ." 

Atomic 

Shortly afterwards a Mr 
Ken Edwards was driving 
aro~md the Risley atomic 
energy complex, when a 
similar figure stopped him 
10 h1S tracks. 

"It shone a beam of liµ ht 
at him which forced him 
back into his scat. Later he 
could not account for 3U 
minutes. But he does re­
member the figure walking 
through the fence and to­
wards the complex. 

"Ken died of cancer four 
years later - it has to be 
·asked was this as a result of 
contact with an alien being? 
And more and more of to­
~ay's sightings are of be­
mgs, as opposed to craft. 

" No power on earth can 
produce the type of sight­
!ngs that people are report­
mg all over the world. They 
liave to come from beyond 
this planet and I am con­
vinced the authorities are 
keeping the true facts from 
us.' 

Target 

Bolton itself is a UFO 
target , claims Steve. and 
has been so for a number of 
yeaPS, particularly in the 
Rivmgtoo area. 

There is the famed Bol­
ton Triangle. Connect Tur­
ton Tower, Rivingtoo 
Moor and Anglezarke 
Moor on a map and within 
that area there have been 
more UFO sigbtings than 
probably anywhere else ia 
the North-west. 

-rbe. theory is that along 
those line$ ooonecting the 
three areas arc the mysteri­
ous Icy. lines, aJong which 
are aDaent burial grOWJds 
emitting electrical forces. i 
don't know why, but they 
seem to atttact UFO 
phenomena. 

N.EXT 
~A.GE 
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"There ha\'e been a lot of 

reports. But a lot more 
people doa't waat to talk 
about thci~ c~pericnces, f~ 
f~ of ridicule, or just 
plain fear. Keeping this sort 
of thing bottled up can 
dmc )'OU insane. 

IN ~035 'LNO\ A \\IA?OLl ~ Sl'~R 
..Jul\\€ 'l 1qa1 

UFO grabs Hoosier 
believe it or not 

Appeal 

"I urge anyone who has 
had an unexplained experi· 
ence to write to me at IO 
Wood.lands Avenue, Leigh'. 
All mformatioo will be tre· 
ated in the strictest confi· 
dencc." 

Steve, himself, has never 
had a close encounter of 
the third kind - actual 
contact with an alien - but 
~e .lives in hope. "If I was 
mv11ed on board an alien 
craft, I don't know what I'd 
do. I hope that I would 
have the courage to go." 

~1.E. -s l:N"tE'2_NA\lO"'Al \--\~\l.ALD 
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UFOs Are Back, 
at Least in U.S. 
Popular Culture 

By William J. Broad 
New York Times Service 

NEW YORK - The aliens arc 
here again, at least in terms of pop­
ular culture, if not fact. 

lbree books about alien visits 
are selling briskly in the United 
States. One of them has topped the 
nonfiction best seller list for weeks. 
Clubs. newsletters, movies, and lec­
tures about unidentified flying ob­
jects arc generating revenues at a 
pace exceeded only in the 1950s, 
during the first wave ofj,l_FO sight­

.!!l&S- . 

On June 30, 1983, in a wood­
ed area east of Indianapolis. a 
craft from outer space landed 
and then abducted "Kathie Da­
vis.·· 

Kathie (not her real name) 
still lives In the city. She's a 
beautician . She doesn ·t want her 
real name used. 

Was she really abducted? She 
thinks . so. and so does author 
Budd Hopkins. The incident is 
the jumping off point for Hop­
kins· book. Intruders. 

Whether or not readers be­
lieve the book is their own con­
cern. Hopkins presents his evi­
dence - all in the form of 
testimony from abductees. much 
of which Is delivered under hyp­
nosis - in a quasi-scientific 
style he feels will give the book a 
rlng of authority. Unfortunately. 
what It does Is give the book a 
ring of boredom. The personal 
narratives are compelling and 
Interesting. But when the major 
points are repeated. then ampli­
fied, repeated. amplified again, 
and repeated a third time. the 
reading gets trying. 

But to get back to Hopkins' 
thesis. he describes Kathie's en­
counters with UFOs and aliens. 
They started when she was a 
child and continued into her 
adulthood. This continued curi­
osity. Hopkins eventually as­
serts. ha~ to do with genetic ex­
perimentation . 

Hopkins doesn't argue the ex­
istence of UFOs. He takes it as a 
given. He also doesn't argue 
whether citizens have been ab­
ducted. But he goes a step fur­
ther: It is his belief that many of 
thf$e abductions have_been part 

Local phenomena 

Title - Intruders: The Incredible Visita-
tions at Copley Woods 

Author - Budd Hopkins 
Pages - 224 
Price - $17.95 
Publisher - Random House 

of an ali('n culture's a tt ('mpt to 
conduct gen('tic expcrim('nt s in­
volving Earthling ova and 
sperm. 

Kathie. Hopkins says. was a r­
tificially inseminated in 1977. 
Then. in March 1978. the d('vel­
oping fetus was surgically re­
moved. Still later. the aliens re­
turned with a human-like girl. 
Kathie says she knew instantly 
it was hers. 

Hopkins offers a couple of 
other similar tales. although 
they aren't nearly as detailed as 
Kathie's. Some d e t ai ls . he 
writes . hav(' been left out on 
purpose. awaiting independent 
confirmation . 

The basic supposition of Hop­
kins' study is similar to an ap­
proach the literary detectiv(' 
Sherlock Holmes is said to have 
taken . Holmes says that when 
one eli minates all th e proba ble 
explanations. whatever is left -
no matter how improbabk -
must be the answer. l lopkin~ 
insists his interpretation of lht· 
evidence is this improbablr-y<'l ­
true answer. 

Whether the reader will agrl'l' 
remains to be seen . 

By RICH GOTSHALL 

Gots/Ja/J is a copy editor for The 
Star. · / 

Some say that for 40 years the 
U .S. government has harbored 
physical evidence of an earthly en­
counter with extraterrestrial crea-

In interviews, psychologists, his- Others, often sober, respectable have been flying around fnr de­
cades. and they aren't ours." torians, philosophers and writers of scientists who have studied UFO 

science fiction said that belief in reports for years, said the skeptics 
tun~s. including their dead bodies alien encounters was rooted in the were missing the biggest story of 
and damaged spacecraft. need for secular messiahs, and the the age. 

That startling report,. dismissed search for explanations for the 
by skeptics and govcmrncnt offi- "People who haven't been pay-
cials as a laughable hoax, is con- troubles on earth. ing attention to this stuff are in for 
tained in what arc purportedly top- • "The urge to investig-a-te_an_d_be ___ a shock," said Bruce Maccabee, a 
secret government papers daung lieve in this stuff is almost reli- full-time Navy physicist in Wash­
from the days of President Dwight gious," said Ben Bova, former edi- ington, D.C .. and a part-time UFO 
D. Eisenhower. . . . . tor of Omni magazine and a writer researcher. "Some sort of things 

Why the fascmauon with aliens, of science fiction. "We used to have 
despite repeated failures over the gods. Now we want to feel we're 
decades to document their earthly not alone, watched over by protec-
arnvaJ? tive forces far beyond us." 
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The current flurry of intere,;t in 
UFOs is led hy new hooks: "C«>m­
munion" hy Whitley Striehcr. " ln ­
trnders" hy Budd Hopkim. and 
"Light Years" hv Garv Kindn 
"Communion" h~s he.:n <1n Th~ 
New York Times hest !.clla 11 '! fur 
It> weeks. 
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All three tell of personal encoun­

ters with aliens, reaching beyond 
the last great period of UFO enthu­
siasm in the 1950s, said David M. 
Jacobs, author of "The U .F .O. 
Co ntroversy in America" and a his-

UFO: A~;;,;;· ~t"alle Co11ieback in U.S. Popubir Culture 

' torian at Temple University in 
Philadelphia. 

In the 1950s UFO sightings were 
in vogue. Now, he said, the aliens 

themselves are taken as fact and 
attention has turned to the human 
experience of encounters wit_h 
them. Indeed, the hottest topic 
among UFO enthusiasts is what 
they describe as the federal govern­
ment's experience with aliens. espe­
cially the "Roswell Incident," on_e 
of the oldest reported UFO epi­
sodes. 

Timothy Good, a British UFO 
researcher, and a group of UFO 
investigators in the United States 
say they have documentary eVJ­
d'ence that the government hid its 
knowledge of a " flying saucer" 
crash in 1947 near Roswell, New 
Mexico. The accusation is con-

(Cont ii d from raRC I) 

tained 111 Mr. G1l()(l'S hook. "Abnvc 
Top Secret : The Worldwide U .F.0 . 
Covcr-l Ip,"' to he published in Brit­
ain in July. 

The u ·.s . government has de­
clared thnt the 1947 inciclent was 
nothing more than the sighting of a 
weather balloon . But the UrO re­
searchers sny a newly discoverrd 
dncument, dnted Nov. 18, 1952, 
proves thnt e)(plnnation fnlse . The 
document, purportedly n top-secret 
IHicFing pnpcr for Presid ent -elect 
Eisenhower, discusses a secret team 
of a dm.en e)(pt'rts known as M3JeS­
tic- I 2, or MJ-12. that was estab­
lished by Presiclent I larry l.. Tru­
man on Sept. 24, 1947, to 
in vestignte the remains o f the 
spacecraft nnd its crew. 

" It appcars tn he genuine," said 
William L. 1\-loore, who wrote a 
hon k ah,,ul the incident. Mr. 
Moore invcstivtctl the document 
f1>r llll)rC 1han two years nfter a 
r olll'a !!-uc rl'ccivrd it anon ymously 
in the mail. "Thcrc"s noth ing we 've 
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heen able to discover that shows it's 
n fraud," he ~a.id . 

" No nsense," snid Philip J . Klass, 
a leading uro dehunker and 
-chairmnn ol the UFO rnhcomm1t­
tee nf the Committee for the Scien­
tific Investigation ol Claims or _the 
Paranormal, a group of sc1cnt1sts 
that publishes '"The Skeptical In­
quirer." Mr. Klas~ said he had seen 
the document and considered it 
"an outright hoa>t." 

It descrihes the discovery of 
" four small human-like heing<" 
who had ejected before their craft 
crashed. Dy the time they were dis­
covered , however, a week alter the 
crash. " all lour were dead and bad­
ly decompmcd due to action by 
predators and expo<urc to the ele­
ment~," according lo the report. 

their devdopmcnl has been quite 
different from tho<e observed or 
postulated in llomo sapicns." 

Stantnn T. Friedman, a 11udenr 
physici~l in Frcdcridton . New 
Brunswick, Cannda. 1s investigat­
ing the document with Mr. Moore 
and lectures widely on UFOs. lie 
said the rca..c;on lor the 40-year cnv­
er-up of the New Mc)( ico incident 
is that "no government wants peo­
ple to have their allcginncc to the 
planet rather than themselves." 

f"rederik Pohl , a science fi ction 
writer , said belief in uros is nour­
ishing now becnuse the natinn's po· 
litical leaders arc seen as nounder ­
ing . . 

"We're told by our leadership to 
be resolute against terrori<m. yet 

By Novcmher 1947, the docu- they make deals," he said . "We're 
mcnt said. a federal team of scicn- told 'star wars' is the future, but no 
tists had concluded "that although one ot~cr than Ronald Reagan hc­
these creatures arc human-like in heves tl. People have Inst _trust m 
appearance, the biological and evo- · reality . and l~~y'rc loolung IN 
lution ary processes rcspo n<ihle lnr something cl<c. / / 

Multicolored lights 
spark UFO sightings 
in Glenwood Springs 

dots of light, Williams said. adding 
that he is "neither a believer or a 
disbeliever '' in UFOs. 

"I don't think we should be vain 
enough to think we are the only 
people in our universe," he said . 
"But one of those little creatures is 
going to have to come on down and 
talk to me and wave its finger at 
me and levitate to convince me for 
good." 

Maccabee said that's not impos­
sible. ASPEN (AP) - Earthlings 

might not be the only tourists visit­
ing western Colorado this summer, 
UFO aficionados said Friday. 

Bright, multicolored lights that 
appeared on the hori"zon northwest 
of Glenwood Springs last week 
prompted about 25 people to 
gather Friday in Aspen for a talk 
by Bruce Maccabee, a research 
physicist with the Navy and chair­
man of the Fund for UFO Re­
search. 

. "We have to rethink our position 
tn the universe," said Maccabee, 
who has studied UFO sightings for 
about 20 years. 

The colored dots of light spotted 
between 1 a .m . and 2 a.m. EST 
high above the Glenwood Springs 
Mall last Monday and Wednesday 
have not reappeared, said Lt. Don 
Williams of the Glenwood Springs 
Police Department. 

"It's been cloudy every single 
night since then," Williams said. "I 
know, because I've been standing 
out there, in the buff sometimes, 
looking." 

A military spokesman said last 
w.eek it was unlikely the lights 
were reflections from satellites, 
and astronomtrs ruled out the au­
rora borealis, or northern lights. 

"About half the town," including 
several police officers, saw the 

H 

Visitors from other parts of the 
universe have become increasingly 
daring over the past four decades, 
even abducting some humans. he 

.said. 
"It seems there are some sort of 

biological experiments going on on 
the people of this planet, carried 
out by someone else." Maccabee 
said. 

He said a recent public opinion 
poll showed two-thirds of Ameri ­
cans believe that UFOs might or 
probably exist. 

Hemaining skeptics will be con­
vinced , Maccabee said, when scien­
tists from 12 countries gather at 
the International Symposium on 
Unidentified Aerial Phenomenon in 
Washington. D.C .. June 26-28. They 
will present evidence that the l ' .S. 
government has orchestrated a co­
verup of UFO sightings. he sa id . 
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'Urge to Investigate and Believe' 
Sparks New Interest in U.F.O.'s 

By WILLIAM J. BROAD 
- -------------

T
HE ALIENS are here again, 
at least in terms of popular 
culture, if not facL 

Three books about alien 
visits are selling briskly ; one of them 
has topped the nonfiction best seller 
list for weeks. Clubs, newsletters, 
movies, and lectures about unidenti­
fied flying objects are generating 
revenues at a pace exceeded only in 
the 1950's, during th~ first wav~ 
Uf.O. sightin~ 

Enthusiasts are now even charging 
that for 40 years the Federal Govern­
ment has harbored evidence of an en­
counter with extraterrestrial crea­
tures, including their lifeless bodies 
and damaged spacecraft. That star-

t '· 

ass cn¥r 

ion" has been on The Ne w York 
·1 im es best seller list for 16 wee ks . 

All three tell of pe rsonal encounters 
with aliens. Jn this tlH:y diffe r from 
the last great period of U.F .O. e nthu­
siasm, in the 19 ~o ·s. said David M. 
Jambs, author of "The U.F .O. Contru­
Vl' r sy in Am e rica " and a his toria n a t 
1 em pie University in Philade lphia . In 
the 1950 ' s U.F .O. sight111gs were 1n 
vogue. Now , he said , we arc in a "new 
era" In which aliens are takC'n as fa c t 
und attention had 1urned to "people's 
exp<'ricnc-es" with the m . 

,, 

tling report, dismissed by skeptics 
and Government officials as laugh­
able, is contained in what purport to 
be top-secret Government papers 
from the Eisenhower era. 

Why the fascination with aliens, de­
spite repeated failures over the dec­
ades to document their appearance? 

In interviews, psychologists, histo­
rians, philosophers and writers of sci­
e nce fiction said belief in alien en­
counters was rooted in such things as 
the need for secular messiahs and the 
search for explanations for terres­
trial troubles. 

"The urge to investigate and be­
lieve in this stuff is almost religious, " 
said Ben Bova, former ed itor of Omni 
magazine a nd a writer of science fic­
tion. "We used to have gods. Now we 

1. .... 
I 

want to feel we ' re not a lone, watched 
over by protective forces .·· 

But others, oft en sober, respectable 
scientists, said the skeptic s wNe 
missing the biggest s tory of th<' age. 

"People who haven ' t been payi ng 
attention to this stuff are in for a 
shock," said Dr. Bruce Macca bce. a 
full-tim e Navy physic ist in Washing­
ton, D.C., and a part-time U. F.O. re­
searcher. " Some sort of things have 
been flying around for decades , a nd 
they aren't ours." 

The current U. F .O. flurry is led hy 
new books : "Communion " by Whn­
ley Striebcr (Morrow) , ·· intruders" 
by Budd Hopkins (Random Hou se). 
and "Light Yea rs" hy Gar·· Kir.dN 
(Atlantic Monthly Press ) . ·· 1_·,,m mun-

Ccml inued <1'1 Pugl' < :1 

COl 'Y ~ 0~' N cw interest in 
U FO's has Ileen 
aroustd liy a 
document 
purporting- t o 

Source . WllllJm I Moore 

Indeed , the hottes t topic among 
U.F .O. enthusiasts is what they de­
scribe as the Federal Ciovernment 's 
experience with aliC>ns, especial ly the 
"Roswell Incident ," one of the oldest 
U.F .O. episodes on the books. Timo­
thy Good, a Briti sh U.F .O. researc h­
er, and a group of U.F .O. inves tiga­
tors in the U111ted States say they 
have documentary C'Videncc that tile 
Government hid II >: knuwledge Iha! a 
"flying sa11<:<'r" c ra ~ I H' d 111 J!J -17 rw;1r 
Hoswcll , N. M .. k1ll1ng its crew of ex­
traterres trial neatures. The charges 
are contained in Mr. (;u(J(l's houk 
"Above Top Sec-re l: ·1 he World wit.le 
U.F .O. Cover-Up," to he pulill ~ h ed 111 
Britain In July. 

C.O~·T 

· cksrrilit a tt:"a111 

established liy 
President 
Tru111 a 11, below, 
to investigate the 
crash of an a lien 
sp;1cccraft. 

II.·: • ... 1 . , J1. , 
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The Roswe ll Incide nt 
The Goverment 's posit ion · is that 

the 1947 incident was nothing more 
than the sighting of a weather bal­
loon. But the U.F.O. researchers cite 
a newly discovered document, dated 
Nov. 18, 1952, purpurtC'dly a top-secret 
briefing paper for Prcsitlent -clcc t 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. It discusses a 
s.crret Federal t<·am known as Majes­
tic-12, or MJ -12, es tahlished hy Presi ­
dent Truman on Sept. 24, 1947 to in­
vestgute the of the spacecraft and its 
c re w. 

" It appears to he genuine," said 
William l.. Moore, who wrote a hook 
about the lncid<'nl and who invest i­
gated the documen t for more than 
two years after a colleague received 
It anonymou s ly in the mail. But he 
said there is nothing in the records 
"that shows it's a fraud ." 

"Nonsense," replied Philip J . 
Klass, a leatling U.F .O. dc hunkcr and 

UFOs Cited 
In Pentagon 
Documents 

·.-: • ~ j -

Reuters 

WASHINGTON -A group 
that monitors reports of UFOs 
has made public Pentagon doc­
uments that report sightings of 
unidentified flying objects by 
soldiers at military bases in the 
United States. 

Dale Goudie, president of 
the UFO Information Service 
in Seattle. said Thursday that 
the Defense Department docu­
ments were provided to h.im un­
der the Freedom of Informa­
tion Act. 

chairman of the U.F .O. suhcornm iltee 
of the Committee for the Scientific: In­
vestigation of Claims of the Paranor­
mal, a respcc tetl group of sc ien tists. 
Mr. Klass said he had seen the docu­
ment and considered ii "an outright 
hoax." 

The document purportedly re­
coun ts a secret hriefing to President­
elect Eisenhower by Hear Adm. Ros­
coe 11 . Hillenkoetter, the first direc tor 
of the Cen tral Intelligence Agency, 

Experts say belief is 
rooted in part in the 
need to explain 
earthly problems. 

who is now dead. According to tile 
doc ument , Admiral ll illcnk()(:ller wa s 
a membe r of Majcstic-12. It begins 
with a chronology of crash near Ros­
well. 

"On 07 July, 1947," it says, "a se­
cret operation was begun to assure 

recove ry of the wreckage of thi s ob­
jec t for scienti fic study. During the 
course of this operation, aerial recon­
naissance discovered that four sma ll 
human-like beings had appa re ntly 
ejected from th<: cra ft at some point 
before it exploded . These had fallen to 
earth about two miles cast of the 
wreckage site. All four were dead and 
badly decomposed due to ac t ion by 
predators a nd exposure to the c le­
ments during the a pproxima te ly one 
week time period which had e lapsed 
before their discovery." 

"A specia l scien tifi c: team took 
cha rge of removing these bodie s fur 
study. The wreckage of the craft was 
a lso removed to several diffcrl'nl 
locati ons. Civilian and mihtury wit­
nesses in the area were dchnefed, 
and news reporte rs were given the l"f· 
fective cover story that the ol>jc('l 
had been <\ misg.iidcd weather re-
search balloon." · 

By Novcmhe r 1947, the briefing 
continued, a f."cdera l team of sc ie n­
tists had concluded "that a lthough 
these creatures a rc human-like in ap­
pearance, the biological and evolu­
l ionary processes responsihlc for 
the ir deve lopme nt has bee n quite dif-

fe rc?nl from thusc ohse rv<'tl or pos tu­
latl'd in IH11nu-s;q>1t :ns ." 

Stantun T. Friedman, an nuclea r 
phys ic ist in Frl'dc ril'kton , N<'W 
l!rnn swl<'k, Canada, who is inves t 1-

ga1 i11g the docunH·nt with Mr. Muorc 
and who kctun~ s witil'ly rn1 U.F .0.'s, 
al'knowlt.:dgcd that i111 crC's t it gcnc r­
all'tl would rai se lcl't11rc fees hut saal 
th e ir gu;d was to get at the truth. 

" We' re d1•al111g with sonw1h1ng of 
1·xtraurtlinary impurtann:," he said . 

" What this m C'a ns is that we· h11111 ans 
arc not the big s huts wl' 1h111k we 
arc." li e said tlw l;nHl111g wa s cun­
l'Caled because "nu Covl' rnH·nt wa111s 
peop le to have tlwir allq.;ia11n: to the 
plane t rather than the m sl' lvl's ." 

Heflec ting on the Sl'Opt: and int en­
si ty or th e !'Ul'l'!' nl flurry of llll l'l'l : ~ t . 
Jerome Clark, vil'C prcsidt•111 of the J . 
Allen Hyne k Center lor U. 1 .. . 0 . Stud · 
ies in Chicago and editor of "lntcrna · 
tional U.F.O. Repur ter," sa id : 
"What's interesting is that all thi s is 
happen ing in the absC'n ce of a sight ­
ing wave. The re ha s n ' t really 1>1·C'n 
anything sighted since the 19'/0 's . If I 
were paranoid , I 'd say it's quiet, llto 
quie t. " 

Frede rik Pohl , a science fiction 
writer, sa id belief in U.F .O.' s is fluur­
ishing now beca use the nation' s politi­
ca l leaders arc seen as flound enng. 
" We' re told by our leade rship lO he 
reso lute against terrorism, yet they 
make deals." he said . "We' re tuld 
'Star Wars' is the future, hut 1m une 
uthcr than Honaltl Hcaga n bcl icvl' :i 11. 
People have los t trust in rc;dit y anti 
they' re luok ing fo r so111 c 1hing e lse ." 

Micha e l Wcrthl'illlcr, a psyl'holo­
gl s t at the Universi ty of Colurado who 
hµs parti c ipat ed 111 studil'S that de­
bunked U.F.O. repo rt s, agreed th a t 
fee lings of he lpl essness lt ·1u l1·d 10 
n ·inforce the urge to hc li l'Vl' 111 the ex­
t ratcrrcs t rial. 

Paul Kurtz, a philosophl'r at the 
Stal e University of New York at Buf­
falo and c hairman of the Committee 
for the Scientifi c l11vesti gat 1on of 
Claim s of the l' ara normal , said tlw 
curn:nt U.F.O. wav e was "part of a 
bizarre trC'nd in wh1C'h lhl'rt: 1s 110 
sense of sta11dartls of 1·vidt•J1('t: ." 

Dr. Mal'cahcc, the Navy·phys1l'ist, 
concecd!'d that skep11t ·s of tl'll 111adc 
valid point s . " But the si n1plt• fat ·t 1,; 
that there arc u11expla111ed sight ­
ings," he adul'd . " Over the pa ~t ~O 
yl'ars there have been 100,ouo s ight ­
ings , with 10 lo 20 pc1TL·n1 thal arc 
ha rd to exp la in ." 

In the case of the purposed E1st·11-
l10wer cloc11111 e n1s, he ~a id , "mayl>e 
so n1t•hod y's he1·n c l::vc r , lnll I 11i1nk 
the re 's a good !'ha 1H·c tl ll'y an· ; 111 -

1hc1111c." 

I Mr. Goudie, an advertising 
consultant. suggested that the 
U.S. government was covering 
up what it knew about UFOs to 
avoid causing panic. 

Skeptics such as Philip Klass, 
who has long debunked reports 
of UFO sightings. said this past 
week that documents obtained 
by Mr. Goudie and others are 
no t definit ive evidence that 
space al iens exist. 

One U.S. Air Force docu­
ment , dated Sept. 9, 1980, de­
scribes a sighting of UFOs the 
previous month by security 
guards at Kirtland Air Force 
Base in New Mexico. 

It said three guards, inter­
viewed separately. described an 
" unidentified light in the air" or 
a " di sc-shaped object" that 
>Woopetl over a weapons stor­
age area just hc!fore midnight 
on Aug. 8. 19go. 

It "traveled with gr~at spc.:d 
and stoppc!d sudden ly in the! 
sky:· the report said. 

\! 

T he document continued : 
"The: three first thought the oh­
ject wa> a hdicopter. ht'wc!vl! r. 
after ohsc!rving the strange! aeri ­
al maneuvl!r> ('lop and gn ). 
the\ kit a hciicoptc!r couidn' > 
ha,;e pt:rformcd 'u«h ski lb:· 
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War of the words over UFO sightings 
Books cite alien landings, but skeptics call them 'nonsense' 
New York nmes News Service 

NEW YORK - The aliens are 
here again, at least in terms of 
popular culture, if not facL 

Three books about alien visits 
are selling briskly. Clubs, newsle­
ters, movies and lectures about 
unidentified flying objects are gen­
erating revenues at a pace ex­
ceeded only in the 1950s, during the 
first wave of UFO sightings. 

Enthus1asts·ar-~oweven ·charg­
ing that for 40 years the federal 
government has harbored physical 
evidence of an earthly encounter 
with extraterrestrial creatures, in­
cluding their lifeless bodies and 
damaged spacecraft. 

Why the fascination with aliens, 
despite repeated failures over the 
decades to document their arrival? 

In interviews, psychologists, his­
torians, philosophers and writers of 
science fiction said belief in alien 
encounters was rooted in such 
things as the need for secular 
messiahs and the search for expla­
nations for terrestrial troubles. 

"The urge to investigate and 
believe in this stuff is almost 
religious," said Ben Bova, former 
editor of Omni magazine. 

But others, often sober, respect­
able scientists, say skeptics are 
missing the biggest story of the age. 

The book "Communion" by Whi­
tley Strieber has been on the New 
York Times best-seller list for 16 
weeks. It tells of personal encoun­
ters with aliens. 

Indeed, the hottest topic among 
UFO enthusiasts is what they de­
scribe as the federal government's 
experience with aliens, especially 

,. 

the "Roswell Incident," one of the 
oldest UFO episodes on the books. 

British UFO researcher Timothy 
Good and a group of UFO investiga­
tors in the United States say they 
have documentary evidence that 
the government hid its knowledge 
that a "flying saucer" crashed in 
1947 near Roswell, N. M., killing its 
crew of extraterrestrial creatures. 
The charges are contained in 
Good's book "Above Top Secret: 
The Worldwide U.F.O. Cover-Up," 
to be published in Britain in July. 

The goverment's position is that 
the 1947 incident was nothing more 
than the sighting of a weather 
balloon. But the UFO researchers 
say a newly discovered document, 
dated Nov. 18, 1952, proves that 
explanation is false. The docu~ent, 
purportedly a top-secret briefing 
paper for President-elect Dwight 
Eisenhower, discusses a secret fed­
eral team of a dozen experts known 
as Majestic-12, or MJ-12, established 
by President Truman on Sept. 24, 
1947, to investgate the remains of 
the spacecraft and its crew. 

"It appears to be genuine," said 
William Moore, who wrote a book 
about the incident after a colleague 
received it anonymously in the 
mail. Having looked at records 
from that time, he said, "There's 
nothing we've been able to discover 
that shows it's a fraud." 

"Nonsense," replied Philip Klass, 
a leading UFO debunker and chair­
man of the UFO subcommittee of 
the Committee for the Scientific 
Investigation of Claims of the Para­
normal. He said he had seen the 
document and considered it "an 
outright hoax." 

The document, several pages 

long and marked "copy one of one, 
eyes only," purportedly recounts a 
secret briefing to Eisenhower by 
Rear Admiral Roscoe Hillenkoetter, 
the first director of the CIA, who is 
now dead. According to the docu­
ment, Hillenkoetter was a member 
of Majestic-12. The briefing begins 
with a chronology of a crash near 
Roswell. 

"On (fl July, 1947," it says, "a 
secret operation was begun to 
assure recovery of the wreckage of 
this object for scientific study. 
During the course of this operation, 
aerial reconnaissance discovered 
that four small human-like beings 
had apparently ejected from the 
craft at some point before it ex­
ploded. These had fallen to Earth 
about two miles east of the wreck­
age site. All four were dead and 
badly decomposed due to action by 
predators and exposure to the 
elements during the approximately 
one week time period which had 
elapsed before their discovery. 

"A special scientific team took 
charge of removing these bodies 
for study. The wreckage of the 
craft was also removed to several 
different locations. Civilian and 
military witnesses in the area were 
debriefed, and news reporters were 
given the effective cover story that 
the object had been a misguided 
weather research balloon." 

By November 1947, the briefing 
continued, a federal team of scien­
tists had concluded "that although 
these creatures are human-like in 
appearance, the biological and evo­
lutionary processes responsible for 
their development has been quite , 
different from those observed or 4 
postulated in Homo sapiens." · 

Ocala area residents 
report UFO sightings 

fl· D~'l DRl...ANOO ~~NTiN El 
.J\JN~ \ ~ \C\ Bl 

"He saw it hovering over the top 
of the trees, like it was following 
the railroad tracks," he said. '' It 
had a red light on one side , a 
green light on the other, a white 
light in the front and a white light 
beaming down with sparks com­
ing out of the back." 

OCALA - An unidentified fly­
ing object distingu1shecr by a 
maze of lights hovered at about 
treetop level before disappearing 
from view in a matter of seconds, 
police said Thursday. 

The Marion County Sheriffs Of­
fice received four calls from resi­
dents in the Citra area, about 15 
miles north of Ocala, late Wednes­
day about a !J.FO. A deputy also 
saw the objec( --said department 
spokesman Ken Ergle. 

Nearby military installations 
were contacted but all reported 
they did not have aircraft in the 
area. 

Police have discontinued the in· 
vestigation and simply classified 

14 the sighting as a UFO. 
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skY's not limit £or Highland 
Captain's Log, Stardate 1987.51. 

The Enterprise is in o~bit arou~d 
planet Earth seeking s1g!18. of . in­
telligent life. So far, our m1ss10n 1s a 
failure but it appears we are not 
alone in space. 

SPOCK: Captair1, our sensors in­
dicate an alien vessel approaching. 

KIRK: Can you identify it, Spock? 
SPOCK : Negative, Captain. It is of 

a type unknown to our computers. 
KIRK: Open a hailing frequency, 

Uhura. All stations go to yellow 
alert. 

SULU: Does that mean you want 
only the Orientals to go on alert, 
Captain? 

KIRK: Shut up, Sulu, and see if 
you can get the visitor on the view 
screen. If not, try to get 
"Moonlighting." 

UHURA: Captain! I'm picking up 
a signal from the alien vessel. They 
want us to turn off the hailing signal. 
They say the hail is icing up the hood 
scoops and messing up the uphol­
stery. 

KIRK: Messing up the upholstery? 
UHURA: Yes, sir. It seems they 

had the sun roof open. 
Space. The final frontier. But is 

the crew from the starship Enter-

Phillip 
Wieland 

Times staff writer 

Commentary 

prise ready for a visit to Highland? 
.TwLHiibland residents r~s~, 

rePQrted seeing a UFO, zrhaps a i 
.. space busload of extraterrestrial i · 
tourists, their "Lake's Got It" 
brochures in hand, out for an after­
noon drive over the town. 

According to Jim Hartman, head 
of information for the state of In­
diana for the nattonal UFO reporting 
center, the two witnesses saw a 
cylindrical object. about the size of a 
plane over the Lakeside section of 
the town at about 3:52 p.m. 

The object behaved in "a bizarre 
manner," he said. In Highland, 
" bizarre" means it flew faster than 
George Van Ti! on his way to a 
Democratic fund-raiser, stopped and 

·UFO watchers 
hovered for a moment, then moved 
quickly in a counterclockwise swirl 
before vanishing. 

The entire encounter of the bizarre 
·kind lasted about 10 seconds, Hart­
man said. Although he is still looking 
into it and hoping others with UFO 
information will contact him, he 
said, "That to me is a UFO." 

As information director for In­
diana , Hartman, who lives in 
Highland, is responsible for. gat~er­
ing information about UFO sightings 
in the state and reporting them to 
the national center in Seattle. 

"All I've ever been interested in is 
going out with some people and wat­
ching meteorites fall ," Hartman 
said. "I probably saw UFO's when I 
was younger but I didn't pay any at­
tention to them. I've seen things 
move erratically." 

So has anyone who's ever driven 
on the Borman Expressway or stood 
outside a Burnham bar at 3 a.m. Er­
ratic behavior of the extraterrestrial 
kind is a little rarer than that but not 
unknown in The Region, according 
to Robert Gribble, of the national 
center. 

Gribble said the last sightings in 
Indiana were in 1986 and you have to 

go back to the early 19705 to find 
more than occasional sightings of 
UFOs. Most of the sightings are the 
" lights in the sky" variety that are 
difficult to verify, he said, but there 
have been a few landings over the 
years . 

What really concerns the people in 
the civilian UFO network is what 
they see as a deliberate attempt by 
the U.S. government to hide the ex­
istence of UFO activity. Call me a 
cockeyed patriot, but how could 
anybody say a government that gave 
us Rosemary Woods and Lt. Col. 
Ollie North is trying to hide some­
thing from us? 

Hartman said unshredded gov­
ernment documents exist that show 
the government isn't telling us all it 
knows about life in Mr. <Buck l 
Rogers' neighborhood. 

f S 

" I got more involved when I saw 
all these documents," he said. "The 
CIA <known lately as the Contra In­
vestment Association ) has been told 

· to play down the situation. They 
plant people to tell us these sightings 
are nothing." 

The reason our government is do­
ing this is that " the information. if it 
is made public, would cause pr<>-

blems in many areas of society." 
said Gribble. " It would cause a 
complete revision of the overall 
religious system ... 

Gribble said the a dv a nced 
technology represented by the 
saucer fliers would cause problems 
for corporations in the energy fie ld . 

I'd hate to see bridges and wi ndow 
ledges suddenly lined with suicidal 
oil and electronics CEOs, but 1f E.T. 
could somehow call a hal t to the 
presidentic:il campaigns of a few 
money-mongering TV preachers. 
we'd all be better off. 

Although he's never seen a UFO 
·himself, Gribble said space visitors 
are making isolated contact with 
selected indi viduals around the 
world on a regular basis. It 's a slow 
process but it will eventually solve 
the CIA's problem. 

"The whole attitude is changing 
and the government figures if it just 
waits, the situation will take care of 
itself," Gribble said. Sort of like the 
budget deficit. 

If you haven't been contacted by 
alien visitors yet . you will be .. Just 
pray it isn·t ' 'collect." . 

Take us out of orbit . 1\Ir. Sul u. 
Ahead warp fa ctor two.r"'L . 

- ---
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The mystery of ~Majestic-12': 
Proof of UFO visit or an 

elaborate hoax? 
Data claims 4 
~aliens' died 
in 194 7 crash 
By Martin Bailey 
The London Observer 

The bodies of four aliens from a crashed 
flying saucer were recovered 40 years ago, 
according to a government "document" 
obtained by a British researcher recently. 

A bitter debate is now likely to develop 
among UFO experts over the existence of a 
mysteriOUScommittee, code-named Majes­
tic-1:2. which is supposed to have examined 
the aliens. 

The top-secret briefing paper claims that 
then CIA Director Adm. Roscoe Hillenhoet­
ter reported that "although these creatures 
are human-like in appearance, the biologi­
cal and evolutionary processes responsible 
for their development has apparently been 
quite different from those observed or pos­
tulated in homo-sapiens." 

The document, which The London 
Observer obtained from Timothy Good. 
Britain's leading UFO researcher, purports 
to be a briefing paper for President Eisen­
hower on Operation Majestic-12, also 
known as MJ-12. Good, in his book "Above 
Top Secret: The Worldwide UFO Cover-up," 
to be published this year, claims that MJ-12 
was a co mmittee of senior U .S. officials 
which investigated and then covered up 
news of flying saucer crashes. 

UFO writer Barry Greenwood, however, 
has suggested that the document is just a 
sophisticated fraud. 

" I obtained the document two months 
ago from a reliable American source who 
has close connections with the intelligence 
community. I am convinced of its authentic­
ity." Good said Saturday. 

"There are some things that look wrong 
with the White House memo, for example it 
is unsigned. It is just possible that it was 
manufactured by someone wanting to prove 

/\r- ' 

the existence of MJ-12 and then inserted 
into Air Force Intelligence records which 
had recently been opened up to the public." 
he said . "The hoaxer could then have 
ordered a copy from the National Archives 
which would carry the official declassifica­
tion stamp. MJ-12 may well have existed, 
but more research is needed to authenticate 
the documents." 

The Eisenhower briefing paper, dated 
Nov. 18, 1952, claims that the MJ-12 com­
mittee had been formed by his predecessor, 
President Truman, on Sept. 24, 1947, as "a 
top secret research and development/intel­
ligence operation responsible directly and 
only to the president of the United States." 

The 12 members of the group are said to 
have included Hillenhoetter, Defense Secre­
tary James Forrestal, Air Force Gen. Nath­
an Twining, leading U.S. atom bomb scien­
tist Dr. Vannevar Bush, biophysicist Dr. 
Detlev Bronk, and astronomer Dr. Donald 
Menzel. All 12 are now dead , and none of 
them ever spoke publicly about the recov­
ery of aliens. 

The document reports that on June 24. 
1947, "disc-shaped aircraft" were sighted in 
the United States . "Little was learned 
about the objects until a local r:rnchcr 
reported that one had crashed in a remote 
region of New Mexico located approximate­
ly 75 miles northwest of Roswell Army Base 
(now Walker Field). 

"On July 7, 1947, a secret operation was 
begun to assure recovery of the wreckage of 
this object for scientific study. During the 
course of this operation, aerial reconnais­
sance discovered that four small human­
Jike beings had apparently ejected from the 
craft at some point before it exploded . 
These had fallen to earth about two miles 
east of the wreckage site. 

"All four were dead and badly decom­
posed due to action by predators and expo­
sure to the elements during the approxi­
mately one week time which had elsapsed 
before their discovery." the Eisen ho\\'Pr 
briefing paper claimed. 

"A covert analytical effort by Grn. Twin­
ing and Dr. Bush acting on the direct orde r,; 

lb 
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}". "~t is ror these_ reasons, as. w!pl· · ~.t~th_e 
of the president resulted in a prelimi.,nar~ ... obvious international .and _techh_ological 
consensus (Sept. 19, 1947) that the d_i~"w~ ; ·considerations and the ultimat~~n®d . to 
most likely a short-ran~e reconnaissance -: avo!d 8: public panic. at a_ll. c_ost§,; ~t~at. the 
craft ... a similar analysis of the four dead . ,MaJestic-12 Group remains of ~h'e ,upan-, 
occupants was arranged by Dr. Bronk. '· i.mo~s opinion that ~tricte~t s~c.~~ity pr~r 

d b cautions should continue without •mterrnp-
"Dr. Bronk's team has . suggeste ... t ~ · · t th d · · · ., " 

term 'Extra-terrestrial Biological Ent1t1es, ·J !On m 0 e new a mmistrat10n . .·.. · · • 
or 'EBEs,' be adopted as t he standar~ · term In9uiries at the Nationa! Archive~ the 
of reference for these creatures until such ·· archives of Truman and Eisenhower~· and 
time as a more definitive designation can b~ t_he ~ational Se~urity Coupci~\™"ch) ~:~~ 
agreed upon. . . ·: ; ,, " :~:fJi~r,e .~ot managed to authe~_t1c~.;~~fx:.,~ f- . 

' l 't . ~ r ' 1lllg paper. ' ' . . ) .. . ~ " Implications for nat1ona secun .Y ·a~?;P .} . ,.· .. 1• • • • :;. . ·-·~-~ .. ; • .' \,~ . .'·;,
0
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continuing importance in that the~ ~pf.1ves ·~ · w' 'fher_e 1s, however, new ·evidence' thqt a. -
and ultimate intentions of these v-t$).tors .., . •')}rou.p called MJ-12 did exist . This . is a 
remain completely unknown. In addition, a · . · White House memo to Twinin_g inforn1 ing 
significant upsurge in _th~ su_rveill~nce :)um about an "MJ-~2" briefing for ;Eis~n-
activity of these craft begmnmg m May and · _t:l,ower. It was declassified Jan. 12.. J..~8V 
continuing throu_gh the autumn of this,ye_a.r · ;:; If the White House mem~rani~~- j·~ge·n-
has caused cons1dera?le C?ncern that new uine, this proves the existence of an. MJ-12 · 
developments may be immment. "group whose responsibility could have c;ov-
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'_ered ,U~Os. This would then strengthen 
:~C,o~d s view that there was a coverup . . -~~ : 

... · . On Saturday an Air Force sp0ke·s·~~n 

.·denied any knowledge of MJ-12 andi:said 
.. that investigations into UFOs had -~ncjed in 

1969. - : :". - ./'., . 

U 1=
66 probe fou~d ~umanoids: ~~ert 

LONDON (Reuter) -The Unit­
ed States held a top-secret investi· 
gation into unidentifie~J!Y.in.&_QJ'.· 
jects after World War II ana found 
the bodies of four humanoids from 
a crashed flying saucer, according 
to Britain's leading UFO expert. 

The Observer newspaper Sun­
day quoted UFO researcher Timo· 
thy Good as saying a U.S. govern­
ment committee code-named 
"Majestic· )2" examined and then 
covered up news of UFO crashes in 
the late 1940s. 

According to Good's book 
Above Top Secret: The Worldwide 

. . -t -
UFO~ Cor.er-Upr w ·Pe published in Dwight Ei~~nhoW.:e~ 
July, the ·MJT.12 .committee was set "Four small-.,l'i1,11nan-flke beings 
up by President f:{~rry Truman and h d ti · t d f th 
checked re.ports a.bout u. nidentified a apparen Y .eJ~!f .e rom e 

craft at some poil\t befQre it ex-
aircraft .sight~d in ·the United States. ploded. These "h~d fa!!en to earth 

Following a report from a local about two miles'_~ast,qi the wreck-
farmer, the committee launched a age site. All fqOt ;w~re ' dead and 
search for a crashed UFO in a re- badly decomposed dile'to action by 
mote area in. New, Mexico in I 94 7. predat~~ anq e~"°'~re t? the ele-

They found the bodies of four ments, th~ d~~ertt .• said-. 

humanoid qeattires, Good said, · The_ ~~se~~~,~'-:'i!J.•Jla~ . se~n 
quoting what he says is a briefing the bne_fmg paP«!r b&t:1nqumes m 
paper by. then C~niraJ Intelligence several U.S. arch\ve~,_ljad failed to 
Agency Director . ,Roscoe Hillen- authenticate it, i¥,1.d· i';:~~utd be part 
koett~r t9r Tru~~n.' s s.uccessor, of an·etaborate ~~~~,.~-

.Re'searcherS accuse. g- · o_· ve.r~_<m_ent \)(- 0~4\ ·,-<6~~~:~~\H- ~ ·,i~()~·«-L<: 
. .j Li\\ E :_·~:·N~~'.11.~~-' 

-Of keeping lid On flying saijc~rS The only . ;efer~. t;.~~\-group in 
·the 40th ·anniversary of the first re- official governmentct~e~ is a de-

w ASHINGTON (AP) - Researchers, I ported UFO sighting on 'June 24, 1947. classified J~ly 14, :\ ...:~~[ t~r~~ 
trying to d~ument tha_t the govern- A later incident that summer was the Ro~rdt Ctutl~:· ~)iathan Twining, 
ment recnan•zes the emtence of un· 11 ed h · J 1 of 1- ft pres1 en • . ~' .. · . 1r~.-'-l2" bri·ef-
• • . -e"";". • • a eg eras m u y ap a ~en era with 8 reference· to . ~P.:1-. IVlJ .. 
identi_f1ed flymg ~biects, believe t~at outside Roswell, N.M. The so-called ing. . ... .-.·:' ,,,;~ _ · ~.... . 
Washm_gton has tned to keep UFO m- "UFOiogists" corit~pd ~at the _govern- · • 
.formation under wraps. ment retrieved the .. crashed obiect and The "Majestic" . ~roup.Awweve~; is 

· Il · · et ' identified· in a "bt~Uig ~ment hon "We've been dealing with a kind of . covered ~pa .traces ~ it. UFO research that a 'UFv .rese. arc er 
cosmic Watergate," said UFO re- '· · ed an un 
searcher Stanton T. Friedman at a Friedman ~id that the government learned about when he:t~•v -
. briefing Friday on this weekend's "In- has been able to k~i> the lid on its UFO solicited package of film 'copies of the 
temational Symposium on Unidentified program, which began- with the ~ documents in the mail 2~ years ago. 
Aerial Phenomena, 1947-1987." called Majestic 12 group under the Ei· The researche'r. w~"t say they are 

Friedman is one of the scheduled senhower admini6tratlon, because only certain the copies are Of ~uthent1c doc-
parti~ipants in the weekend session at , a few people keep the information. uments, but they say they have no rea-
Amer1can Umversity coinciding with l 1 son to believe they are phony. ' 
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Ray Orrock 

Alien profile 
EVERY ONCE in a while someone will ask me 

"Do you believe in UFOs?" and I always ans~er 
"Yes." (Almost always. Sometimes I'll say 

"Yep" or "Uh hub.") 
I do believe in UFOs, if that designation is meant 

to s~and for Unid~ntified Flying Objects. It would 
be sllly not to believe in them. The air is full of 
unidentified flying objects. Just the other day 
something whizzed past my ear and I have no idea 
what it was. 

What I tend ~o. be skeptical about, though, are 
~FOs -;- I~enti.f~ed Flying Objects - particularly 
if they re identified as spacecraft with aliens from 
another planet. 

There are a number of people who do not share 
my skepticism, however, and one of them is a man 
named Timothy Good, identified in a Reuters 
dispatch as "Britain's leading UFO expert." 

Last week Mr. Good announced that, just after 
World War II, the bodies of four humanoids were 
found near a crashed flying saucer and the 
government covered up the story. 

I F .THAT SOUNDS familiar it may be because 
ahen-spacecraft believers have been making the 
same claim, on and off, for the last several 

decades. I've lost count of how many crash landings 
and mutilated little alien bodies have been covered 
up by the government since 1945. 

What amazes me, however, is how successful the 
cover-up has been - particularly when just about 
everything else the government tries to cover up 
ends up leaking like a Destruction Derby radiator. 

At any rate, Mr. Good (who, by a remarkable 
coincidence, happens to be coming out with a book 
on this very subject in July) says that a government 
committee was created by President Truman to 
investigate reports of unidentified aircraft in the 
U.S., and that in 1947 the committee launched a 
search for a UFO that reportedly crashed in a 
remote area Of New Mexico. Committee members 
found the wreck, he says, and the bodies of "four 
humanoid creatures," and immediately set about 
covering the whole thing up (even though disclosure 
by any one of them would almost certainly 
guarantee .a book with the biggest advance sale in 
publishing histQlf t Government investigators are a 
remarkably selmss lot.) 

T HE THING that seems to bother the people who 
subscribe to the cover-up theory is that it 
deprives us of the chance to learn what these 

little creatures from outer space are really like; but 
I don't. bu_y that. 

Anybody can figure out what they're like JUSt by 
using his or her brains and thinking about it. That's 
what I've been doing. (I try to set aside a few 
minutes every day for thinking. On occasion, I've 
managed to think for as long as 15 minutes at a 
stretch, although I've usually had to go and lie down 
somewhere afterward.) 

Purely by the power of deductive reasoning, I've 
managed to come up with a pretty good profile of 
these extraterrestrial visitors: 

They're not very smart; they're nearsighted , shy, 
and afraid of bright lights; they have a poor diet, 
but they're fond of French cooking and Mexican 
food. They're also pretty poor pilots. 

MY CONVICTION that they're poor pilots stems 
from the fact that they keep crashing. And 
there are never any survivors - just a bunch 

of little dead bodies that the government hurriedly 
whisks away and hides somewhere. They've been 
crashing fairly regularly since the late '40s. 

What makes me think they're not very smart is 
that, when they do manage a landing of any sort, it's 
always in the remotest section of Arizona, Texas, or 
New Mexico. Think about that for a moment. If you 
were an intelligent creature, had just traveled 
millions of miles through space, and could select 
any place on earth to land, it seems to me the last 
place you'd pick would be some godforsaken spot in 
Texas. 

The fact that they're short indicates a poor diet; 
and their fondness for Arizona and New Mexico is 
what makes me suspect they like Mexican food. I 
deduce their liking for French food from the fact 
that they also tend to hang around swamps - the 
government, in fact, keeps trying to explain away 
UFO sightings as "swamp gas" - marshes, bogs, 
and fens . (Actually, I'm not sure just what a bog or 
a fen is, but I think they're pretty much the same 
thing. In crossword puzzles, when the clue is bog the 
answer is usually fen, and vice-versa.) Anyway, 
there's no civilization in swamps and marshes. 
About the only thing you find there is frogs, which 
makes me suspect they're fond of frogs' legs -
decidedly a French dish. 

I KNOW they're shy because, when any aircraft 
approaches them, they immediately pull away 
"at great speed." They obviously don't like bright 

lights because they shun all our major cities. And 
what makes me think they're nearsighted is all 
those landings in the boondocks. 

The only reasonable explanation I can come up 
with for those choices is that the aliens keep 
mistaking cactus for people. Cactus pl~nts , 
particularly the larger ones, can look hke ~eople 
from the air. But unless you're pretty nearsighted 
you're not going to land and start talking to one. 
Maybe they\•e even tried to shake hands with a 
cactus, which may account for their subsequent 
shyness. 

Some may say, "But if all that is true, why are 
alien spacecraft coming here, at all. What is the 
purpose of these visits?" I would've thought that 
was obvious by now: 

The purpose of alien spacecraft is to keep 
supermarket tabloids in business. , '/ 

/ 
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UFOs make 
• news again 

A lot of people are 
seeing a lot of things, 
a deputy sheriff says 
By PATTI THORN 
Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer 

IT HAPPENED one hot May night. 
"We were sittin ' down on Pearl and we were waitin' 

fo r the pizza guy,' ' say:; Ana Dekker, 12. "Then we were 
watchin ' a lot of a irplanes go by." 

"You know how most of them have lights on 'em?" 
says Ana's friend Rhonda Courtney, 10. 

She cracks her gum. 
One plane . she says. wCJs different. ·'See, the lights 

wcrl.' moving. You know how most airplanes are sorta loud? 
It was just sorta silent. It was, like, triangular. And it 
was spinn ing a round in a circle." 

Suddenly. they forgot a ll about the pizza. 
"I w<.is sca red. I was shaking and crying," says Rhonda . 
" We a ll were, actually ," says another friend , Tricia 

li cit . l :1 . "Shaking and crying. " 
It was around 10 p.m. It was going to be a long night. 

• 
UFOs are making news again. This month marks the 

40th ,rnniversary of the first "modern" Jlf.~ sever­
a l sa ucer-shape objects spotted near Mount Ram1er. In 
commemoration, UFO fans have scheduled conferences in 
Washington. D.C., Los Angeles and New York City. 

As if on cue, Whitley Strieber's book, Communion, 
based on supposed true UFO stories, has shot like a rocket 
up the best-seller list. 

And Coloradans seem to have caught UFO fever, as 
well. 

The same week three girls in Arapahoe County say 
they spotted a UFO, dozens of Glenwood Springs residents 
reported bright multicolored lights in the sky northwest 
of town. 

And not just any residents. Four police officers also 
sa w the green , red and blue mystery lights. 

If th is is a fad, it 's bound to be a big one. 
Two- thirds of Americans believe UFOs might or prob­

ab ly ex ist. according to a recent opinion poll. 
And you can count Tricia . Rhonda and Ana among 

the m. 
On a recent afternoon , they sit on the couch at Rhon-

1hs house . which borders Littleton, duded up in their eye­
..;hadow . oversize jean jackets and all. When one talks. the 
l)t her jumps in to fini sh the thought. In between comments. 
Hhonda plays with her gum. 

It began. they say. while waiting for the pizza. . . 
"Not our pizza,'' volunteers Ana. "someone else s pizza. 

We prank called 'em." . . . 
"Don't write that," says Tricia. elbowing Ana. 
Everyone giggles nervously . . 
And they continue. They were looking up at the sky . 

when they suddenly saw the lights: red. white and blue. c ir­
cling a round the craft. The vehicle hovered for a minutr . 
about 5 feet above a nearby tree. Then they thought they 
sa w it la nd in a field a few blocks away. 

" :\na goes. 'Tha t's weird .' .. says Tricia . "I go. 'I -~now . 
it doesn 't look like an airplane.' Then Rhonda goes. - a ll 
three sav this together - .. ·IT MUST BE A UFO.' .. 

SOON AFTER, Arapahoe County Deputy Sheriff _Vin_­
ccnt Cecilione got a call over his radio: UFO sighting. 

He wasn 't impressed. . . 
"A lot of time you get calls." he says. "hke this guy 

ca lled one time who wore paper clips (strung together) llll 
; 11cv touched the ground. He thought he n~ded to oe . 
· ~rn'unaed all 'the li°ffie . . . . ·;\formally . you WOUld think i i S I 

~ra nk, someone 's fooling a round." 

After all, UFOs aren't often sighted in the suburbs. 
"I've worked here 11 years and I don't know of one 

(UFO sighting)," says Jan DiMaggio, staff assistant for the 
Greenwood Village Police Department. "We have differ­
ent kinds of sightings." 

For instance? "People on rooftops with BB guns shoot­
ing birds, stuff like that." 

"We~ve had wild bears," says Sgt. Tim Mitchell, 
spokesman for the Englewood Police Department. "A bull 
got loose from the fairgrounds once. But never a UFO." 

Even in Denver, where strange sightings occur daily, 
Sgt. Tony Lombard, public information officer, can't re­
member a UFO report. 

But Cecilione was willing to keep an open mind. And 
when he arrived at Rhonda 's house, he didn 't find prank­
sters. "It wasn 't your typical mentally ill subject I 
thought it'd be," he says. 

The girls were all talking at once, all breathless, all 
scared. They pointed him in the direction of the field . 

Because he rides with a police dog, he told them to 
meet him at the field - but they didn't stay long. "They 
were so scared when they were there," he recalls. "I told 
them to go home." 

(They weren't scared of the UFO, they say. They were 
terrified to walk past a house where a murder had occurred 
"a long time ago." "We had a great big argument about 
whether to go or not," .says Ana.) 

They weren't the only ones on edge. Cccilionc was 
wondering what to look for as he approached the fi eld . 
Burn marks on the ground ? A crater? "You just don 't 
know,'' he says. 

He asked three men who lived near the field if thcv 
had seen anything. · 

"These guys had just gotten home. They had a little 
liquor in 'cm. I said three girls saw <i UFO <ind th e ~· wcr<' 
like. ·wow. let 's meet the members of the Third World .· I 
said 'C'mon guys. gimme a break.' They said . 'Yt>ah. wt' ll 
go with you and shake the martians · hands. give 'c> m a 
beer .· .. 

He chuckles. "They were a lotta fun . tht'sc guys ... 

\C\ 



• UrO'S MAl<t: NE~S CCN'T 

. No one knows wh~t aliens are like. But the three girls 
:spent part of that mght speculating. 

And the alien aircraft? "I tried to talk them into the 
helicopter idea. They have red, white and blue lights." 

A month later, the youngsters won't be swayed. Even 
if the black marks aren't burns, they say, they still saw 
strange lights. 

."We were saying they probably look. like us ex~ept 
talk differe.nt,' ' says Rhonda. . - . . - .. . - - :.i _ - ., 

"And Rhonda goes, 'It could have been ET picking a 
"No. I don't think we imagined it ." " s<1:"s Ana . 

flower ,' something like that. That made me crack up," says 
Ana. 

Finally, at 4:30 a.m., their curiosity got the best of 
them. 

"Why would they all imagine it at onc-r·1 ·· says Brian. 
"And why would we all be crying ·: ·· says Hhond<1 . 
"We believe." says Tricia . 

• Armed with a flashlight and two sticks ("Just in case 
something . . .. ," says Ana, who never finishes the thought), 
they marched into the field with Brian, Rhonda's 14-year­
old brother. 

"And that's when we saw the black marks on the 
trees," says Brian. 

The month of the UFO is well under w<iv . And with 
two out of three of us alien believers. wr c·ould be in for ;1 

dizzy ride in the days to come. 
Just ask the citizens in Glenwood Springs, who still 

can't explain the lights. bright as stars. that appeared one 
week in May. 

They found three trees, he says, grouped together in 
triangular shape Uust like the aircraft, they point out), with 
what looked like burn marks on their trunks. Or talk to Cecilione. 

TO THE GIRLS, it was proof of alien visitors. 
To Mary Courtney, Brian and Rhonda's mom, it 

was proof of something else. "You know how kids are when 
they're all together. They'd see a ghost if someone told 
them there was one. And they'd swear it to be true." 

"The thing is - I don·t want to start sounding like this 
thing happened or anything," he says, still intrigued by the 
call that hot night. "The thing is. this field is big ~nough 
for sorpeth.ing ~o land .. . . .. . 

!.Jis thought trails off, , . 
"You never know. A iot of people are seeing <1 lot of 

She believes the "burn" marks were medication placed 
on the trees. She went out to the field and saw black marks 
on a bunch of trees, not just three. 

things." 
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Meteor theory 
on flash of light 

By James W. Siehl 
The Tribune-Democrat 

If not the flash of a downed air­
craft, what was it that scared a group . 
of campers in the mountains near 
Seward around 10 p.m. Sunday, touch­
ing off an extensive, but fruitless, 
search? 

Stan Gordon of Greensburg, direc­
tor of the Pennsylvania Association 
for the Study of the Unexplained, said 
Tuesday he was assuming it might 
have been a meteor. 

Adding support to the meteor theo­
ry are reports that no flight plans had 
been filed with the regional radar -
center in Cleveland nor with the 
Flight Service Station in Altoona that 
would have placed an airplane in the 
area in the time period. In addition, 
no overdue crafts or missing planes 
have been reported. 

Uncertain about loud noise 
Attempting to account for the loud 

noise heard by the campers, Mr. Gor­
don said he did not know whether it 
was motor noise or a type of wind 
velocity they were describing. 

Mr. Gordon said that a sound simi­
lar to a sonic boom sometimes ac­
companies a bright meteor. He said it 
also will give the impression of an 
aircraft on fire-or a plane going down 

in a crash. 
"What bothers me, it is the only re­

port," he said. "Normally, a bright 
meteor is seen over a large area. 
Normally, after really brilliant 
meteors, there are quite a few calls 
from other sources. At this point, we 
have not heard from anyone else who 
saw it." 

Alan Jenkins of 195 Barron Ave., 
one of the campers, said he had been 
in the company of three others sitting 
around a fire in the Big Springs vicin­
ity when a plane appeared to pass 
low right over their heads. 

"I couldn't see anything right then," 
he recalled, "but I didn't make a 360-
degree look around. I did glance from 
right to left the way I was sitting. 

"After that, there was like a two­
or three-second silence - and then a 
real loud explosion and a flash of 
light." 

Mr. Jenkins described the flash as 
"a real bright, brilliant white light." 
And, he said, "It wasn't that far 
away." 

Closeness was frightening 
The location is what made the ex­

erience so frightening. 
"When I first heard the explosion, I 

actually thought they dropped a 
bomb - is what I thought," Mr. Jen­
kins said. "We just packed up there 

and got out of there. We were packed 
up within five minutes. Dumped all of 
the ice out of the freezer chest right 
on the fire. Threw everything in the 
truck and got out of there." 

Mr. Jenkins said it took the group 
45 minutes to an hour to clear the 
woods and report the incident to the 
authorities. 

He said his · recollection of the 
sound overhead seemed like a turbo 
jet engine - more engine roar than 
wind. He and his friends also consid­
ered that the loud noise and flash that 
followed may have made by an air­
craft breaking the sound barrier. 

"We kicked that idea around, but I 
don't think so," Mr. Jenkins said, "be­

' cause we would have heard the plane 
after that." 

May l lncldent 
According to Mr. Gordon, an unex­

plained incident took place at 12:15 
a.m. May 1 between New Florence 
and Bolivar. 

He said a very brilliant shaft of lu­
minescent white light had been seen 
over the woods, extending to the tree­
tops. The beam was described as ap­
proximately five feet wide and was 
raised and lowered six different 
times over a five-minute period, Mr. 
Gordon said. Strangely, the light did 
not penetrate the floor of the woods. 
It just lit up the tops of trees, Mr. 
Gordon said. 

A high percentage of UFO-sighting 
reports have logical explanations, 
Mr. Gordon said. Some of them turn 
out to be misidentifications - lights 
on aircraft, meteors, bright stars and 
planets. '2.0 
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Reports of strange lights in sky 
predate airplanes and helicopters 

By Catharine Huddle 
JO\,lmal Writer 

To those who think UFOs are 20th cen­
tury phenomena, c0Mider this report 
from the Feb. 26, 1897, Nebraska State 
Journal 

"People of Beatrice, Wymore and 
Hastings were excited last night over 
the appearance of a strange light about 
half a mile above the ground." 

This was years before Wilbur and Or­
ville Wright took to the skies over Kitty 
Hawk, N.C. There were no airplanes or 
helicopters to be used as convenient ex­
planations for unidentified flying objects 
then. · 

"The light was kite-shaped and the 
color of a lantern .... It is claimed that 
fully 100 saw it," the State Journal story'. 
said. "It was traveling in a northwest­
erly direction. At Hastings it seemed to 
be about half a mile above ground and 
was moving towards the Kansas line." 

Lighted kites? 
· Yes, there were kites, and a 1978 Ne­
braska State Historical Society publica­
tion indicates that Juniata resident M.R. 
McLean often flew kites as a hobby. 
Sometimes, he flew them at night, with 
lanterns attached. 

OK. Maybe it was a kite. 
But what about the reports of the 

early afternoon crash of an "aerollte" 
northwest of Benkelman in Dundy 
County on June 6, 1884? 

According to a story in the Nebraska 
Daily State Journal, rancher John W. 
Ellis was riding herd 35 miles northwest 
of Benkelman with three ranch hands 
when a blazing metallic ball fell to the 
earth. 

"Galloping towards it with all their 
speed, they were astounded to see sev­
eral fragments of cogwheels and other 
pieces of machinery lying on the 
ground," the story said. 

"The aerolite, or whatever it is, seems 
lo be about 50 or 60 feet long, cylindrica~ 
and about 10 or 12 feet in diameter," the 
story said. 

Vessel dissolved 
Thirty minutes later, a driving, bliz­

zardlike rainstorm hit When it was over, 
the ves.5el was gone. 

"They were astounded to find that the 
queer object had melted, dis.wived by 
the water like a spoonful of salt," a se-

Fl YING SAUCER 
ANNIVERSARY 

June 24 
The anniversary of the first 
reported sighting of a "flylng 
saucer". Kenneth Arnold of 
Boise, Idaho, clalmed to have 
seen a flying saucer over Mount 
Rainier In Washington on this 
day In 1947. 
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quel to the original story reports. 
"Scarcely a vestige remained. Small jel­
lylike pools stood here and there on the 
ground, but under the eyes of the observ­
ers these grew thinner and thinner till 
they were but muddy water joining the 
rills that led to the current a few feet 
away. The air was filled with a faint 
sweetish smell" 

Despite these century- and near-cen­
tury-old reports, the first oCCicial re­
ported sigh.ting of a "flying saucer" was 
40 years ago Wednesday over Mount° 
Rainier in Washington. 

It is fitting. then, that a 35-year-old so­
called top-secret government document 
regarding the activities or Operation 
Majestic-12 - "a TOP SECRET Re­
search and Development/Intelligence 
operation responsible directly and only 
to the President of the United States" -
recently was made public by UFO re­
searchers William L. Moore, Jaime H. 
Shandera and Stanton T. Friedman, who 
claim that someone "leaked" it to them. 

The document, a copy of which was 

sent to the Lincoln Journal by Ray 
Boeche, a local researcher of unex­
plained phenomena, allegedly was pre­
pared Nov. 18, 1952, for President-elect 
Dwight D. Eisenhower as a preliminary 
briefing on the activities of Operation 
Majestic-12. It details the June 24, 1947, 
sighting by a civilian pilot or nine disc­
shaped aircraft over the Cascade Moun­
tains in Washington. 

Investigation or the incident revealed 
little, but the government moved in after 
a later report that one or the craft had 
crashed northwest of Roswell Army 
Base in New Mexico. 

"Aerial reconnaissance discovered 
that four small humanli.ke beings had 
apparently ejected from the craft at 
some point before it exploded. These 
had Callen to earth about two miles east 
of the wreckage site," the report says. 
"All four were dead and badly decom­
posed due to action by predators and ex­
posure to the elements during the ap­
proximately one-week time period 
which had elapsed before their discov­
ery." 

Bodies allegedly removed 
The document goes on to say the 

bodies and the craft were removed from 
the site, civilian and military witnesses 
in the area were debriefed and "news re­
porters were given the effective cover 
story that the object had been a mis­
guided weather research balloon." 

"Since it is virtually certain that these 
craft do not originate in any country on 
Earth, considerable speculation has cen­
tered around what their point of origin 
might be and how they get here," the re­
port says. "Mars was and remains a pos­
sibility, although some scientists ... con­
sider it more likely that we are dealing 
with beings from another solar system 
entirely." 

Although the Moore-Shandera-Fried­
man team is not certain of the docu­
ment's authenticity, a release accompa­
nying the document says, its contents 
appear to be genuine. 

"Implications for the National Se· 
cwity are of continuing importance m 
that the motives and ultimate intentions 
of these visitors remain completely un­
known," the 1952 document says. 

Today, the government no longer in· 
vestigates UFOs, and the visiton;' mo· 
tives and intentions remain unknown. 
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American 
publishers are 
experiencing a 
Close Encounter 
of the Third 
Kind. a 
phenomenon 
that has 
produced one 
runaway best­
seller. 
''Communion, '' 
and two other 
popular books. 
"Light Years" 
and 
"Intruders." 

JOHN STANO / 
Detroit Free Press 
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Big bucks from outer space 
By BOB McKEL VEY 
Free Press Book Editor 

They're back. 
We're talking about UFO books, which have resur­

faced (or is that matertahzed?) in a big way after a 10-
year absence. Not only have they returned, but they've 
caught the attention of millions of ~-~­
Earthlings. American publishers 
are experiencing the greatest Close 
Encounter of the Third Kind in their 
history, a phenomenon that has 
produced one runaway best-seller 
("Communion," Morrow) and two 
other popular books ("Light Years," 
Atlantic Monthly Press, and "In­
truders," Random House). 

TWO THINGS DISTINGUISH Kinder 
the current wave of aliens-from-out-there books from 
their predecessors: 
• They've abandoned the cuteness stuff (no more flying 
saucers with fins; no· more "E.T., where are you?") for 
the terrifying (Whitley Strieber, who wrote "Commu­
nion," concentrates on "human suffering," and Budd 
Hopkins, author of "Intruders," specializes in abduction 
stories). 
•They've been published by respectable companies 
with enormous success ("Communion" has been on the 
New York Times best-seller list for 15 weeks and 
"Intruders" and "Light Years" have enjoyed brisk, if not 
phenomenal, sales). 

Gary Kinder, author of "Light Years," which deals 
with a controversial case in which a Swiss farmer claims 
to have hobnobbed with amiable aliens from the Pleia­
des, believes the current wave of interest becomes self­
perpetuating. 

"When people begin to read books about the phenom­
enon, they tend to jump on the bandwagon. UFOs are 
back in the news (the sighting by a Japanese airline pilot 
last November caused a groundswell of interest) and 
Strieber. Hopkins and I have appeared on many talk 
shows." 

Strieber says he, his wife and his eight-year-old son 

were victimized by aliens who subjected them to weird 
experiments that rese·mbled anal and cranial rape. 

Hopkins spent 12 years interviewing and examining 
the stories of 132 people who claimed to have been 
abducted by aliens. "However one wishes to theorize 
about these accounts," he says, "something important is 
going on, something which demands open-minded, sci­
entific investigation." 

KINDER SAYS HE IS IMPRESSED by the number of 
UFO believers who "came out of the closet" when the 
new books began appearing. 

"You wouldn't believe some of the people," he said. 
"Talk show hosts will tell me privately about their own 
experiences. This is not lights-in-the-sky talk; they're 
talking about something that's 100 yards wide with 
lights on all sides." 

Kinder, 40, a lawyer from Idaho, maintains an air of 
skepticism about UFOiogy, although he refuses to 
discount the stories he's been told. "They're by respected 
people in the community," he said. 

WHAT WAS his most awesome story? This is how 
Kinder told it: 

"A man approached me during a hook tour. I le sait! 
he was 20 years old, never drank or took drugs. I fr !old 
me he was driving one night when whal looked Ii ke 11 star 
.followed his car for two hours. '/'hen the star went ahead 
of the car and turned into a fog bank . which dropped 
over his car. The car stopped. After that he rrn1e111her.1· 
watching the fog bank lift and turn hack into t1 fl1 •i11g 
ohjecl. He says he could see light.1· all around it . Whrn ii 
took off he looked at his watch. It was run11i11R and t hr· 
car started. He drove to the next city. When hi' got therl' 
the watch was 41 minutes slow." 

"I don't know how you refute a story likr that," said 
Kinder. 

Although skeptics may sneer at the current wave of 
UFO books, they can't discount the rewards of such 
ventures. Strieber, who wrote the novels "Warday" and 
"The Wolf en," got a solid $1 million for "Communion ." 
And that, as they say in the publishing cosmos, is out of 
this world. 
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