September 1987
Volume 12 No. 9

AERIAL PHENOMENON
CLIPPING INFORMATION CENTER

P.O. Box 9073 -+ Cleveland, Ohio 44137

DIRECT REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED




—AP.C..C.—

CLIPPING SERVICE
P.O. BOX 9073
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44137

ok

HARRY R. COHEN

editor

S. MAC WILLIAMS

assistant editor

RON SMOTEK

photo analysis

RICHARD SMOTEK

“supplement” research

FOREIGN
CORRESPONDENTS

G. RONCORONI

Argentina

JEFF BELL

Australia

GEORGE HUME

W. Australia

H.C. PETERSEN

Denmark

JEAN SIDER

France

M. MORI

Japan

CLYPEUS
Italy

S. GERCEKSEVER
Turkey

WERNER WALTER
W. Germany

H. GONTOVNICK
UFO Canada

%k

Aerial Phenomenon

Clipping & Information
Center News Releases
are published monthly.

Subscription Rates:
$5.00 a month (including
our Supplement Section)
inthe U.S. and Canada.

$6.00 a month for foreign
subscriptions, including
AIR MAILING.

Make checks or money
orders payable to:
AP.C.I.C.




T*D4Aq HOUSTON
CHRON\CLE

JUNE 30 1987

Poland’s army

paper reports
UFO sightings

WARSAW, Poland (AP) — Poland’s
official army newspaper reported that
several military pilots spotted mysteri-
ous objects flying silently over the
country at high speeds, and it asked
readers to report any similar incidents.

“Object Sailed Without Sound — Un-
identified Flying Objects Over Poland”
read the headline Sunday in the army
daily Zolnierz Wolnosci (Soldier of
Freedom).

“I saw a plane passing about 60 yards
below me with a plume of bright fire
trailing it. I was surprised, because I
should have heard the roar of a jet
engine, while the plane passed by me
without a sound,” the article quoted the
pilot of an AN-2 plane as saying. The
Soviet-designed AN-2 is not a jet. Itis a
single-engine craft capable of carrying
12 passengers.

The newspaper did not say when the
incident occurred but said similar re-

rts had been received from other pi-
ots.

The article also gave a report of an-
other military pilot describing a UFO
sighting but did not say when.

It quoted him as saying, “That night
we were to practice interception. All of
a sudden someone cried out to look up.

“Right above us an object was sailing
eastwards at an altitude of some 600
yards. . . . It was literally sailing by, as
no sound could be heard. Physically, it
seemed impossible.”

A third incident reportedly occurred
in July 1983 when two pilots received
orders to intercept an airborne object.

“After I got to a distance of 300
yards, I noticed its strange shape,” the
article quoted a Lt. Marek J. as saying,
without giving his last name. “It was
something that did not resemble any-
thing flying in the air. The object was
an oblong cylinder.”

According to the lieutenant’s ac-
count, the object seemed to toy with his
jet fighter until finally, “as if bored,” it
sped out of sight.
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British !
jet crew |
spots UFO

Dodged weird light
over Soviet Union

LONDON (AP) — A British Air-
ways jetliner made a diversion over
the Soviet Union to avoid what the
crew reported as an unidentified
flying object, airline SpOKkesman
TﬁtTSBﬁ(ﬁy said yesterday.

The incident occurred in April,
but first came to light in a front-
page article yesterday in the Times
of London. '

Solloway confirmed that the .
crew of the Boeing 747 jumbo jet °
reported seeing a UFO over the :
Soviet Union on April 22 while °
flying from London to Bapgkok,
Thailand.

He said it was the first such case
in the airline’s history.

“We have had crews report
seeing space debris burning, but we
can’t recall a UFO being sighted
and being logged as a UFO,”
Solloway said.

“Usually, there is a scientific
explanation for whatever was seen,
but there doesn't seem to be a
scientific explanation for this.”

The Times said all five crew
members reported seeing an object
with twinkling lights fly directly
toward them and then vanish
quickly over the Kazhakstan hori-
zon.

“It was definitely not an. air-
craft,” the paper quoted First Offi-
cer Anthony Colin, 42, as saying.
“Of that I am positive. None of us
had ever seen anything like it
before. We are all bitter, cynical
aviators who like a scientific expla-
nation for everything. But this has
got us foxed.” :

Howard Miles, director of the
artificial satellite section of the
British Astronomical Association,
told the Times that the crew could
have seen a satellite re-entering the
atmosphere after falling out of
orbit. ; ;

But he said satellites normally
burn up at an altitude of about 80
miles and the aircraft was flying at
about 10 miles.
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UFOs Cited
In Pentagon

Documents

Reuters

WASHINGTON — .? ggr)p
that monitors rts O s
has made public Eemagdﬁ "doc-
uments that report sightings of
unidentified flying objects by
soldiers at military bases in the
United States.

Dale Goudie, president of
the UFO Information Service
in Seattle, said Thursday that
the Defense Department docu-
ments were provided to him un-
der the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act.

One U.S. Air Force docu-
ment, dated Sept. 9, 1980, de-
scribes a sighting of UFOs the
previous month by security
guards at Kirtland Air Force
Base in New Mexico.

It said three guards, inter-
viewed separately, described an
“unidentified light in the air” or
a “disc-shaped object” that
swooped over a weapons stor-
age area just before midnight
on Aug. 8, 1980.

It “traveled with great speed
and stopped suddenly in the
sky,” the report said.

The document continued:
“The three first thought the ob-
ject was a helicopter, however,
after observing the strange aeri-
al maneuvers (stop and go),
they felt a helicopter couldn’t
have performed such skills. The
guards “witnessed the light take
off and leave proceeding
straight up at a high rate of
speed,” the document said.

Thirty minutes later, it said,
another guard reported seeing a
similar craft at a nearby mili-
tary research station.

“The guard was a former he-
licopter mechanic in the U.S.
Army and stated the object . . .
was not a helicopter,” the re-
port said.

Mr. Goudie said the incident
in New Mexico was one of
many reported at U.S. military
bases.

Mr. Goudie, an advertising
consultant, suggested that the
U.S. government was covering
up what it knew about UFOs to
avoid causing panic.

Skeptics such as Philip Klass,
who has long debunked reports
of UFO sightings, said this past
week that documents obtained
by Mr. Goudie and others are
not definitive evidence tha
space aliens exist. /
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By Scott Sublett

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

NEW YORK

er name isn't Leigh,

but we’ll call her

that. She’s at_, UFO

investigator Budd

Hopkins’ Manhat-

tan town house to be

hypnotized. Troubling memories

have prompted her to suspect she

might have a history of alien abduc-

tions. Mr. Hopkins has agreed to
help unlock the memories.

A pretty, plumpish mother of two,
Leigh lives in an affluent New York
suburb and has a good job with a
large corporation. Her hair is ash-
blond and she’s dressed fashionably
for city summer in a white cotton
sweater and full print skirt.

Mr. Hopkins, a tall, kindly-looking
man with salt 'n’ pepper hair, wears
blue jeans. His glasses have trendy,
translucent amber-colored frames,
the ends of which he’s absent-mind-
edly chewed down to the wire. Aside
from being an author of UFO books,
he’s an artist, and the cool, white-
walled studio where he conducts
this session is decorated with
abstract sculptures.

He tucks Leigh into the sofa bed.
It’s quiet and still. He switches off
the light so that he’s a silhouette in a
director’s chair. A dog barks and the
hypnosis begins.

He coaxes Leigh back, “back to
1980, back before that to the 1970s,
when you were leading a different
kind of life,” when she was a hippie
living in a converted chicken coop
with a pot-bellied stove and one night
her friend “Jim” came to visit her
and, she says in a little, little voice
filled with pauses: “ ... the dogs are
acting oddly. ... Jim says maybe
there’s a UFO outside, so we sat up

From the jket of "
Jacket design by Cheryl Asherman

and there is a UFO outside . . .

“I'm afraid and I'm telling Jim I
don’t want them to get out ... and
he’s telling me not to be afraid. ...
I've put my head in Jim'’s chest and
I'm crying ... he’s real happy. ... I
keep seeing this underneath part
and it’s got lights but I'm not outside
of the [cabin] and I don’t understand
how I can see it. ... I'm hiding my
head and my fists are clenched and
I've told Jim I don’t want to go and
Jim says it’s OK and I don't want to
go....
“I'min the air but I'm hanging on.

- .“The thing’s got a scary face like

a skeleton ... he doesn’t have any
hair. ... I keep whirling around ...
he’s not like a human being and not
likea bug....”

After about 40 minutes of halting,
partially successful efforts to re-
member, Mr. Hopkins brings Leigh
out of hypnosis. He says she’ll re-
member even more next time.

Forty years ago this week, the
sighting of nine, shiny flying discs
over Washington’s Mount Rainier
launched the modern UFO era. And
now — they’re bAAAAAAAaaaaack,
spookier than ever. Interstellar drop-
ins, long a staple of supermarket tab-
loids and Steven Spielberg pictures,

see UFO, page B2

1976 photograph of a supposed Unidentified Flying Object -
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are starring in three big, new books
from respectal.le publishing houses:
“Communion” by Whitley Strieber
(Morrow); “Intruders” by Mr. Hop-
kins (Random House); and “Light
Years” by Gary Kinder (Atlantic
Monthly Press).

As flying saucers hover atop the
best-seller lists, they're also beam-
ing across the airwaves and zigzag-
ging through the Freudian recesses
of the national subconscious in tales
of extraterrestrial sex. Mr. Hopkins
alone has talked to 140 persons who
believe they have been abducted by
aliens, many of them subjected to
mysterious manipulations of their
reproductive systems.

Mr. Strieber, whose “Commu-
nion” has been on The New York
Times best-seller list for 17 weeks,
also wrote several horror novels and
was previously best-known for
“Warday,” a story about the after-
math of a nuclear war written in a
pseudo-documentary style (a cre-
dential which critics of his *Commu-
mon” find suspicious).

Nevertheless, theauthor vows
that “Communion” truthfully re-
cords what he says he's almost sure
were encounters with humanoids
from another planet. What's more,
Lie claims he's run into them since
tinishing the book and for the first
time he had the presence of mind to
ask them questions:

Strieber: Where are you from?
Humanoid: Everywhere.
Strieber: Why did you come here?
Humanoid: We saw a glow.
Strieber: What is this place?
Humanoid: It’s a schaool.

“The voice I was hearing seemed
to be in my ears, but I didn't see any
mouths moving,” says Mr. Strieber,
speaking by telephone from the iso-
lated cabin in rural New York where
he contends most of the encounters
took place. “I've always been much
too excited to notice where ‘the
voices are coming from. . . . Whatde
they mean, it's a school? A schoel for
souls? That would be in keeping'with
Christian understanding. “If's Uthe
Buddhist idea, too, and Hindu!"

Most students of the phenomenon
begin the modern UFO era with
Kenneth Arnold, a respected busi-
nessman and former congressional
candidate, who, piloting his plane
past Mount Rainier, saw nine shiny
objects flying in formation in 1947.
He said they looked like saucers.

‘The press dubbed them “flying
saucers,” but the U.S. Air Force im-
posed the more ambigupus designa-
tion “Unidentified Flying Objects.”

We are not in the midst of a new
rash of sightings, but rather, a wave
of memories. The UFO rage of 1987
isn't about swamp gas, weather bal-
loons or inexplicable lights darting
through the sky. It's about abduc-
tions.

A jet fighter on maneuvers with the Swiss Air Force flew into the picture when this supposed UFO photo was snapped near

From “Light Years, by Gary Kinder
Schmarduel on April 14, 1976.

These books are filled with tales
of *abductions,” most of which took
plgce years ago and, because of the
mind control purportedly exerted by
the aliens, were forgotten until re-
called under hypnosis.

The first reported abduction, one
of the most famous cases in UFO
history, was that of Betty and Barney
Hill in 1961. At the time, the Hills’
reports suggested a more than ca-

sual alien interest in human repro-
duction.

Mr. Hopkins asserts that earth-
lings are apparently being used as
guinea pigs in an ongoing genetic
experiment. Their purpose? To
breed hybrids, part earthling, part
alien. Mr. Hopkins surmises this
from patterns that emerge in the de-
scriptions of dozens of kidnappees
he has interviewed while research-
ing his books “Missing Time"” and
“Intruders: The Incredible Visita-
tions at Copley Woods.” The latter
book, published this spring, is al-
ready in its third printing.

Far from being a pack of obvious
nut cases, Mr. Hopkins’ witnesses in-
clude numerous mainstream types,
including five psychotherapists, a
microbiologist, a museum curator, a
solid businessman and a well-known
musician. It was his own idea to wel-
come a reporter into his Manhattan




home to witness a hypnosis session.
Everything looked above-board, and
if thealleged abductee was a psycho-
path, she was certainly coping nice-

And she would have to be a psy-
chopath to make up the story she
told.

Elizabeth Slater, a New York psy-
chologist who worked with Mr.
Strieber and examined a number of
his abductees, wrote, “In broad
terms, if the reported abductions
were confabulated fantasy produc-
tions, based on what we know about
psychological disorders, they could
only have come from pathological
liars, paranoid schizophrenics and
severely disturbed and extraor-
dinarily rare hysteroid characters
subject to fugue states and/or multi-
ple personality shifts . . . it is impor-
tant to note that not one of the sub-
Jects, based on the test data, falls
into any of these &ategories. ... In
other words, there is no apparent
psychological explanation for their
reports.”

The weird thing about the de-
scriptions in Mr. Hopkins' book —
and their congruence with descrip-
tions given to other UFOlogists — is
that they're all so uncannily similar,
even though the people hadn’t met
previously and sometimes had no
previous knowledge of UFO litera-
ture.

On the other hand, according to a
study published in Science News,
people picked at random and asked
leading questions about UFO exper:
iences can be induced to describe
“experiences” very similar to the
ones in question. Still, Mr. Hopkins
insists it's a myth that these stories
emerge only under hypnosis and
says he's had a number of cases in
whichno hypnosis at all was needed.

Typically, the abductee remem-
bers seeing the UFO, then remem-
bers it being gone, and later notices
that time has passed for which he
cannot account. Mr. Hopkins calls
this “missing time," and under hyp-
nosis the abductee is urged to re-
member what happened during it.
Occasionally this can be remem-
bered without hypnosis, and the hyp-
nosis often prompts later recollec-
tions unaided by hypnosis.

According to “Intruders,” the
archetypal UFO experience, 1987-
style, generally begins with the
earthling driving through some
sparsely populated arca and sud-
denly feeling an urge 1o take a turn

or go a direction he has no logical
reason to go. This is the beginning of
the mind control, the loss of will, that
abductees say they feel.

According to the book, the rest is

-usually remembered under hypno-

sis, and is experienced as a zombie-
like thrall to the will of the aliens:

The hapless earthlings are
beamed out of their cars, through
the air, and into a round room where
they land on an examining table. Two
operations are usually performed
(though not necessarily both at the
same session).

Inone, a tiny sphere is injected up
the nostril and into the brain. Sec-
ond, men are made to render sperm
samples through the use of a vac-
uum device that ends in a clear, plas-
tic cone. Women are deprived of ova
(unfertilized human female eggs) in
an operation that bears a great re-
semblance to a laparoscopy, the pro-
cedure used by doctors on Earth
who are removing ova for the devel-
opment of “test tube babies.”

A number of women also have re-
membered “presentation” scenes, in
which they were shown their half-
breed babies, und some men have
recollections of mating with alien or
part-alien females.

In these accounts, the aliens com-
municate with the earthlings mainly
through a form of telepathy. They're
short — between 3 and 4'%4 feet tall
— hairless, and have thin lips, small
noses, gray skin and huge, all-black,
slightly slanted eyes.

Lest one think Mr. Hopkins has
seen “Mars Needs Women” with
Tommy Kirk and Yvonne Craig a few
too many times, it should be noted
that Mr. Hopkins is a well-regarded
artist; three of his works are in the
permanent collection of the Whitney
Museum of American Art.

As for the abductees he inter-
views, they're a cross section of the
population. Far from being publicity
hounds, most wish to remain anon-
ymous. Rather than feeling “spe-
cial” for having been chosen by the
aliens, they feel terrorized and vio-
lated, like rape victims, and want
only for the abductions — which
characteristically take place ini-
tially during early childhood and
then several umes again — to stop.

It's no wonder abductees prefer
anonymity, says Mr. Hopkins, who
recalls the story of one of New York’s
finest who was paralyzed, taken into
a craft, disarmed, put on a table for
an investigation and, a sperm sam-
ple taken, given back his gun and put
outside.

“Canyouimagine a person report-
ing that and then going in to request
a promotion from his sergeant or
something?”

(X X}

The big question is: Did any of
this really happen?

Little physical evidence is offered
aside from flattened, irradiated
patches of ground where the space-
craft supposedly landed, and tiny
scars that seem to be characteristic
of abductees.

Mr. Hopkins predicts that the tiny
spheres that the aliens inject into
people’s heads will probably be the
first physical evidence, but if they're
too small to be seen with X-rays, then
we'll have to wait until the people
who've been implanted with them
die, before they can be found.

There are intriguing photographs

around, but skeptics maintain they
don’t prove anything. Using the
Freedom of Information Act, Bruce
Maccabee, a Maryland UFOlogist,
has assembled government doc-
uments that indicate Uncle Sam
knows more than he's saying, but in
the view of many critics there's
nothing definitive,

Philip Klass, a professional UK()
debunker, has insisted that UFQ be-
lievers “revel in unexplained cases.
UFOlogists do not have one strong
case, not one, that they would be will-
ing to take to the Academy of Sci-
ences and say, ‘Here is your proof’
All they have is a large number of
weak cases, which are supposed to
add up to a strong statement on be-
half of UFOs.”

Still, you don't have to accept the
abduction stories to believe in extra-
terrestrial intelligence (ETI). Ac-
cording to sociologists, interest in
extraterrestrial intelligence in
America has been divided into three
categories: religious groups, UFOI:
ogists and scientists.

The religious groups, mostly ur-
ban and suburban white fundamen-
talists whose beliefs are an
extrapolation of their Christianity,
see Christas an early representative
of our benevolent “space brothers,”
according to Douglas Curran, who
wrote “In Advance of the Landing:
Folk Concepts of Outer Space.”

There are thousands of such peo-
ple, concentrated in California and
the South, and while they often have
a history of dabbling in mysticism,
they are outwardly quite normal,
says a 1966 study published in Soci-
ely magazine.

UFOlogists investigate reports of
sightings or abductions. These dedi-
cated amateurs dig around in a field
that most “respectable” scientists
prefer to ignore.

OON'T NEXT
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Within the scientific community,
the most prominent UFOlogist was
the late Northwestern University as-

tronomy professor J. Allen Hynek, |

whose book “UFO Experience” did
much to dignify the study of UFOs.

Most scientists affect an attitude
of haughty disdain toward the UFOI-
ogists, but this is not to say they dis-
count the possibility of extra-
terrestrial intelligence, according to
sociologists Ron Westrum, David
Swift and David Stupple.

They found that scientists pooh-
puoh the idea that aliens have ac-
tually visited Earth but consider the
possibility of intelligent life on other
planets a statistical probability. In
fact, there is great enthusiasm with-
in the scientific community for the
scarch for extraterrestrial intelli-
gence (SETI). .

Among the scientists who reg-
ularly urge Congress to allocate
more money for radio telescopes
with which to sweep the sky is Carl
Sagan. His novel “Cosmos” is about
a scientist who detects a radio-wave
message from a nearby star, only to
have her findings subjected to a gov-
ernment cover-up. The novel shows
Earth turning away from war and
embracing world brotherhood as a
result of the message from the
aliens. This is a theme that the UFO
religious groups play on, too.

The descriptions of aliens in re-
cent UFQO literature are frustrat-
ingly ambiguous. So far, they've nei-
ther significantly hurt nor helped
us, if they've been here at all. //
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Polish UFOs

Wi}g'a% (Reuter) — Mem-
bers of Poland’s armed forces
have reported seeing several
unidentified flying objects in
recent days, PAP news
agency said. There were a
number of separate sightings
of an object trailing orange
flames and making no noise.

-

‘Evidence’ shows

Uncle Sam is also
interested in UFQOs

he Air Force has long denied
having any evidence that
UFOs are spaceeraft from
other planets:& #

UFO investigators, however, claim

that the government knows more’

than it’s telling. LI

One controversial case . is “the
Roswell Incident,” the alleged crash
of a flying saucer in Roswell, N.M,,
during 1947's wave of UFO sight-
ings. An Air Force press release said
the military had recovered a flying
disc. The following day, the story was
changed to “weather balloon

In 1984, UFO researcher Jaime
Shandera, a Los Angeles television
producer, received an alleged gov-
ernment briefing paper in the mail
from an anonymous source. He says
he believes it to be genuine, after a
detailed, three-year investigation,
and released it to the press in May.

Dated Nov. 18, 1952, and marked
“Top Secret,” allegedly it was writ-
ten by the Majestic-12 group, a team
of investigators appointed by Pres-
ident Harry Truman, and addressed
to then President-elect Dwight D. Ei-
senhower.

Some excerpts:

“On 24 June 1947, a civilian pilot
flying over the Cascade Mountains
in the State of Washington observed
nine flying disc-shaped aircraft
travelling in formation at a high rate
of speed. ... Public reaction bor-
dered on near hysterid at times.

“ ... little of substance was
learned about the objects until a lo-
cal rancher reported that one had
crashed in a remote region of New
Mexico located approximately 75
miles northwest of Roswell Army
Air Base.

“ .. aerial reconnaissance dis-
covered that four, small, human-like
beings had apparently ejected from
the craft at some point before it ex-
ploded. These had fallen to earth
about two miles east of the wreckage
site. All four were dead and badly
decomposed due to action by pred-
ators and exposure to the elements
during the approximatcly one week
time period which had elapsed be-
fore their discovery . .. news report-
ers were given the effective cover
story that the object had been a mis-
guided weather research balloon.

« .. the disc was most likcly a
short-range reconnaissance craft.
This conclusion was based for the
most part on the craft’s size and ap-

From “lnttuders Ly B Mo
Drawings are similar in (top) a UFCQ
investigator's sketch based on an
abduction case and (above) a
woman's observation ot a UFQ
occupant on several oeasions
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An Air Force press release suid the military
had recovered a flying disc. The Jollowing day,
the story was changed to “weather balloon.”

parent lack of any identifiable provi-
sioning . .. although these creatures
were human-like in appearance, the
biological and evolutionary pro-
cesses responsible for their develop-
ment has apparently been quite dif-
ferent from those observed or pos-
tulated in homo-sapiens . . .
“Implications for the national se-
curity are of continuing importance.
... It is for these reasons as well as
obvious international and techno-
logical considerations and the ulti-
mate need to prevent a public panic
at all costs, that the Majestic-12
Group remains of the unanimous
opinion that imposition df the
strictest security precautions
should continue without interrup-
tioninto the new administration. . ."

FL-D20 OCALA TAR:- RANNER
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Meanwhile, officials at the Na-
tional Air and Space Administration
report that NASA has no official po-
sition on UFOs. And despite legend
to the contrary, the agency has never
had an office looking into the phe-
nomenon, said a NASA spokesman.

NASA is, however, concerned with
the Search for Extraterrestrial Intel-
ligence (SETI), which involves the
use of radio telescopes to scan the
heavens for signals.

“I don't want SETI associated
with this article” says Lynn Grif-
fiths, program manager of Ad-
vanced Missions and Special Proj-

ects, NASA Life Sciences Divicao
“The UFO phenomenon ts not a =
entific study, but NASAS SE L s

She then asked, *Do you mtend 1
doa credible article or do you mie
to go for sensationalism?”

She sald that SETI 1s i the 1
scarchand development stage, pla
are to enter the “operational” pha
in 1989 and monitorig the sky
signals could begin i 1992 1
NASA SETI budget tor fiscal 1987

JUNE

$2.4 milhon, not ncarly cnough to
the job, according to Ms Gritti, .

While the existence of the SI
program implies a belict mothe pro
ability of extraterrestial inte
gence, do notinfer that NASA's S1
enthusiasts theretore also beli
that the extratervestiials have
ited Earth in UFOs

Ms. Griffiths argucd that it
government had recovered dels
from a flying saucer crash, th
would have consulted cinment s
tists involved in SE'TT 1o het ko
edge, the governnient has not d
S0.

John Kummel wrcnlst
exobiology at NASA aind ninvolved
SETI, agreed. “Imagine what
budget would be 1t the govern
actually had evidence?

o060

Readers miterested in lean
more about UFOs can do so al a
posium this weekend All the b
UFOlogists will be thare melu,
Whitley  Stricher, Budd  Hophe
William 1. Moore and Jean Jacg..
Velasco (director of GEPAN,
UFO study group wittun the Fre:
national space agency)

Registration opens 5 am S
day at The Awmerican Univer
Ward Circle Builldmyg the oo
$35. For more nilonimalion
683-2786.

Scott Sul.
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What Was Soaring Over Citra?
UFO Group May Investigate

By LAURA KNIGHT
Staff Writer

A no-noise unidentified flying object seen in north Ma i
County Wednesday night, described as about the size of a

sedan and with no wings, may be checked out by the Mufon
UFO Network, which investigates such sightings.

Witnesses, including a sheriff’s deputy, said the UFO had
headlights and one red light and one blue or green light on
its front. -

Allison Zaleski, a Mufon spokeswoman, said a decision on
the investigation will be made today. She said witnesses
may be interviewed by the organization.

“People have asked me if I thought it was operated by re-
mote, and I've said no,” Citra resident Stephanie James
said. She said the object turned and moved toward her as

she sat in her car with three children and her sister on Pine
Church Road. She said they watched it for about 10 minutes
before they decided to leave because it got too close.

‘““We had never believed in (UFOs),” Mrs. James said.
‘“The kids said it was a plane, but no, we had seen planes
before.”

Mrs. James said the object was about one-half mile to a
quarter of a mile from the car when they first noticed it.
They drove to railroad tracks so they could see more clearly
and stopped at the side of the road. The object, moving just
above the power lines, moved slowly toward them. Mrs.
James said they decided to leave when it got about 50 feet
from them.

The object was silent and had wheels on the back of it. She
See UFO on page 4B M
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LOTRA CoN'T

UFO Sighting
Continued from Big Sun page

said the wheels were about the
size of a car’s.

Deputy Jay Manifold said he saw
the UFO “‘for only a few seconds.”
He said it was moving faster than a
car, about 30 feet above the ground.

It was about the size of my car,”
Manifold said. He watched the
object fly over the county line into
Alachua County, where he said, of-
ficials had told the Marion lheriﬁ‘i
communications 'center that no
UFOs had been reported.

Manifold suggested the object
may have been a military helicop-
ter. He said all boats and planes he

has seen have had the red and -

green lights that this object dis-
played. He said one of its two

Causes Stir

headlights was aimed forward and
one was aimed down to the ground.

Two witnesses saw the object
hover, and then fly over them. They
said they did not think it was re-

mote controlled, because it had:

paused in the air and then moved

?The sheriff’s department con-
tacted military authorities and the
electrical and railroad companies
to"verlfy that nothing like the UFO
was in operation at the time, ac-
cording to department spokesman
Sgt. Ken Ergle.
‘‘‘Basically all I can say,” Mani-
gd said, ‘‘is that, yes, they did see
nd no, I don’t know what it was.”’
No sightings were

reported
Thursday night. Vi
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Marion
residents
report
fseeing UFO

']’lmu Statf Writer

:1

SNSRI

“her éar pointed fearfully to the sky.

i

.gbout*
$ Then they saw 1t. -

! Hovering at treetop level was a
istrange, brightly lighted aircraft.

]

.+ “We thought it was lightning at
‘firsg.~But then we knew it wasn't.
It was going real slow and came on
-top of the car,” said Wanda Lash-
‘er, James’ 21-year -old sister.

> Lasher, James, Rickey and his
'13-year-old brother, Jason,
.watched in awe for several min-
‘utes before speeding home to call

8 ‘authorities.

v OCALA — Stephanie James
iwas driving home over a winding
'blacktop road in rural Marion
;County about 11 p.m. Wednesday
.whema 10-year-old passenger in

! Ie~took James, a 24-year-old
\Citrawoman, and two other pas-
‘sengers a few seconds to see what
.Rickey Monroe was trembling

Lasher said the aircraft loukcd
like “a large Volkswagen,” with
green and red lights fornung a
half-circle along what appeared to
be the back of the object. Two
wheels also protruded from the

back.

Two lights were on the front of
the vehicle, with one large white
beam: shining down from under-

neath; lizhting up the car.
) s g up

“It shot something out of the
back.-It looked like sparks,” Lash-

er said.

. Other Citra residents called
the Marion County Sheriff’'s De-
partinent late Wednesday to re-
port an unidentified flying object
over their rural community, which

is about 20 miles north of Ocala.

Rickey culled the sheriff’s de-
partment at 10:57 p.m., but a dep-
uty wasn't dispatched until 11:43,

after two more calls came in.

Deputy Jay Manifold arrived in
Citra about 12:03 a.m. to find the
aircraft still in the area. He report-
ed seeing “‘an object hovering over
the railroad tracks just above the
treetops, going slowly,” said sher-

iff's spol\caman Sgt. Ken Ergle.

“(Manifold) couldn’t tell the
shape, but it was the size of a car
with sparks coming from the rear.
‘T'he vehicle then took off at a high
.ad disappeared
Ergle said.

Manifold, who could not be
reached for comment Thursday,
said in a written report that the

rate of speed
within two seconds,”

object made no sound as
streaked northwest.

According to his report, Mani-
fold did not sce the object at first.
Then he drove toward U.S. 301,
and about 300 yards south of the
M-:irion County line he ““observed a
tlying craft,” the report says.

Manifold: wrote that he “‘was
unsble to identify the object, but
did notice that it made no noise and
did not have the shape of any
aircraft” he had ever seen.

In response to the reports from
residents, the sheritf's department
contacted the U.S. Navy Air Sta-
tion in Jacksonville, and utility and
ralruad officials, all of whom said
“they had no equipment or aircraft
i the -area at the time of the
sighting,” said sheriff's Cpl. Otto
Wettstein.

A spokesman for the Naval Air
Station in Jacksonville said that
wraining flights do take place both
day and night aroond the Citra
area, but he coulu wut say whether
there were any Wednesday night.

The & ceraft probably was not a
weather salloon from the Naval
Qceanog: aphic Command Detach-
went at Jacksouville, said Lt.
l 8. (IIL}, Beck.

Dick Lewis, manager of the
Ocala Muaicipal Airport, said Le
was unaware of any unusual sight-
ings in the ares and there are no
unusual aircrvaft headquartered at
the airport. '

Wettstemn seid he thuks the
Liovering object was a legitinate
anncraft headed northwest to
Payne’s Piaiie, a large, open area
et south of Guinesvilie and the
University of Flonda., The univer-
sity is about 20 nules northwest of
where the sighungs occurred.
Payne's Prairie has an aircraft
range transmiticr that guides
pluies and helicopters.

Wertstemn said the lights on the
atrecaft “are adentical to those re-
grared of most aircraft in the coun-
tiy. This repuit I no way de-
seribes any  extraterrestrial ma-
chine, which everyone has blown
tinns up to be,” he said.

Tell that to James, Lasher and
the M. roe boys.

Jam , quick to emphasize that
she doo . not sinoke or take drugs,
soid what she saw in the sky was
“defiic ty not an anplane or hel-

pter. 1t was close enough for us
o tell chat.”
— St AMiiter Barbara Behrendt

centritaisd to this report. // ‘|
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- Assignment:
Wisconsin

UFOs light up skies,
but only questions
are left hovering

By Rogers Worthington
Chicago Tribune

BELLEVILLE, Wis.—Police officer Glen Kazmar
was on night patrol Jan. 16 when he reported seeing a
cluster of lights in the sky. He saw them earlier and
ignored them, he said, because the area is on a flight
path. But hours later when he looked again, Kazmar
was startled. “It’s not moving,” he recalled later.

Kazmar picked up Jeff Furseth, his partner, and
drove to a bluff southwest of town. What they said
they saw there, a mile or two south and a thousand
feet or so up, were flashing red, blue and white lights
arranged horizontally. )

The cluster was motionless and the lights were in-
tense, more like spotlights than aircraft running lights,
Kazmar said. There was no sound, and it was too dark
to discern a shape. Kazmar and Furseth were joined
by a Dane County sheriff’s deputy, who reported
seeing the same thing. '

Soon afterward came a sheriff’s deputy from nearby
Green County, who also rted seeing the lights.
Eventually the lights moved southwest, picking up
speed until tt{nleyfdisapfpeared. e " ;

This was the first of a number of reports this year o!

, objects and doings in the sky near Belle-

strange lights
ville, a ngﬁom community of 1,300 south of Madi-
son

Other geports followed on March 6. Several de-
scribed cigar-shaped objects in the late afternoon sky.
The objects appeared to have pop can-shaped or tank-
like objects nearby or beneath. According to the re-
ports, some of the objects departed in, or were ob-
scured by, a cloud of vapor.

This is what Lavonne Freidig says she saw from her
home shortly after 5 p.m.
that Friday in March. Her
son, Bill, 18, summoned
from the shower, said it
looked more like a flock of
geese to him. But she did
not see any signs of
wavering in the shiny khaki-
tinted object she said she
saw.

Harvey Funseth and Fred
Gochenauer described a
similar object with blinking,
strobe-like lights while driving home.on Wis. Hwy. 6g9
from their jobs in Madison. For 15 minutes they
watched the object move slowly away in the sky “like
a missile taking off,” Gochenauer said.

‘There were other reports of the same sighting, and
there were reports of other sightings. All in all, more
than a dozen people in 'Belleville,and nearby New
Glarus, a tourist town, reported seeing strange things
in the sky from January to April.

“It seemed like were all describing the' same
thing; red lights on the left, and blue lights on the
gght,” said Michael Burke, editor of the New Glarus

ostin. !

Unlike more skeptical times in past years, those re-
porting such things in present day Belleville have not
become the object of town jokes.

Of course, Kazmar has been ribbed by his fellow
officers. And Freidig’s children bought her a “Belleville,
home of the UFOs” T-shirt, a sellout at Belleville’s
Frenchtown Spirits liquor store. “Belleville UFO” but-
tons are sold at Main Street Paraphernalia.

But UFO spotters in Belleville generally are con-
sidered reasonable and serious folk. Kazmar is respect-
ed as the local officer. Freidig is on the office staff of
State Sen. Lloyd Kincaid. Funseth is a surveyor for the
state Department of Transportation.

“That’s the amazing part: Nobody thinks we’re
crazy,” Freidig said. .

All these reports prompted an investigation by the
Chicago-based Center for UFO Studies. But since
none of the sightings was a close encounter, the kind
ufologists get excited about, the center sent Donald
Schmitt, its Milwaukee investigator.

Ordinary UFO sightings, after all, come and go with
frequency. They are the small change in the currency
of ufology. And Belleville, it seems, was but a minor
jingle in the cosmic pocket. :

“You can’t help getting a little blasé after a while,”
said Jerome Clark, president of the UFO center, of the
large number of sightings over the years.

Three weeks. ago in the high school gym, Schmitt
reported on the sightings ‘to the. people of Belleville.
AR(e’r eliminating stars, blimps, weather balloons, and
conventionally powered man-made aircraft as possible
explanations, Schmitt and his colleague concluded that
the Belleville reports were legitimate UFO sightings.

Many who attended were more or less satisfied with
this. “I guess I accept their opinion,” Kazmar said. But
others went away disappointed. “I felt they didn’t go
much beyond the information they had initially,” said
Arthur Code, a professor of astronomy at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin at Madison.

Clark said this Foints out a problem for ufologists—
the frustration of never being able to show anything
concrete for their efforts. Despite thousands of sighting
reports over the years, no one has ever produced a
credible photograph of a UFO. Harvey Funseth tried,
but the glm did not come out. Some of science’s best
minds, in fact, are still debating even the possibility of
intelligent life beyond Earth.

The whole question of UFOs and extraterrestrial in-
telligence, Clark said, has always been, and remains, “a
bottomless pit . . . a quagmire of ambiguity.”

“If you can’t tolerate ambiguity, stay away from
UFOs,” Clark said./ y
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Nightmare from ‘Nightline’

Ted Koppel was telling us
sbout unidenti i j
1 'was bored and my eyes were
dipopy. I had thought people had
Torgotten about those pesky

« Supermarket tabloids haven't
et S e
by ‘“‘ordinary people” in six or
g“z\mn_ weeks. But-llms_,!flﬁlkhtl)t
again; I suppose; it's not likely
that Koppel’s “Nightfine” would

_Jead us astray.

- I lost interest in UFOs long

ago, and it seemed I'd heard all of
Koppel's experts’ reports before

— from other experts. Neverthe-

less, I watched, mainly because

Happy hasn’t yet lost interest in

reported weird shenanigans in’
space.

* My head rested on three pil-

:lows and my eyes were bleary. I

§c;ould barely see the reporting sci-

entist through the space between
my toe that had gone to market

and the one that had stayed

home; my lids hung heavily over
my eyes. | knew I'd never make it
to the next commercial.

. “T'll never forget that night one
£ things landed in our

¥ ” a voice said.
}Ithoughtlheudsomeoneuy

that something landed in our
back yard.

“I'll never forget that night.”

There it was again. Had some-
one said she’d never forget the
night that something landed in
our back yard?

“I was just petrified.”

It was real. I'd heard someone
say they she was petrified the
night that something landed in
our back yard.

My eyes popped open. Lights
flickered on the ceiling. Koppel
was interrogating another scien-
tist.

“I don’t think I'll ever forget
that night.”

“What night?”

“The night that thing landed
in our back i

“What thing?” I asked, looking
wide-eyed at the windows.

“I don’t know, I was so fright-
ened. I just heard it.”

“You heard a thing land i;:{):lr

back yard but didn’t see it?”
Koppel was interviewing a
woman who said she'd been cap-

tured by strange creatures who
tortured her with magical elec-
tronic devices in their space ship.

“I kept my eyes closed. All that

buzzing and whirling right out-
side our bedroom windows. I was
petrified.”

“Why didn't I hear it?”

“You were sleeping.”

The woman on TV said that
she had terrible headaches after
the strange creatures released
her.

“I don’t remember anything
about that. You never told me.”

“I told you the next morning.
There was a story about it in the
newspaper quoting le in the
lake area who'd heard strange
things that night.”

A scientist was telling Koppel
that the government is hiding the
truth from us and is keeping re-
rorts of the strange creatures
ocked up in a secret vault.

“You see, it’s all secret. I know
what I heard.”

“Maybe it was a train.”

“itawa;e not a train.”

‘““Maybe a train stopped sud-
denly and all of its cars collided

and...”
e

special

“No. No. I know what I heard
that night — a strange, weird
whirling, beeping sound; you
know how those space ships
sound. It landed in our back
yard.” Koppel said ight and
she zapped off the TV.

Actually, I don’t know what
space ships sound like, but I was
listening. My eyes were stretched
open to their limits and my ears
were cocked in the darkness.
Why is she telling me all of this
now? What was that?

a
Name calling: Remember when
building custodians were called
{)a::’:ou, sanitation engineers gar-
collectors, flight attendants

stewardesses and
neers housewives?

Pat Patterson stumbled upon a
new job classification when he
was in a camera store. The clerk
who answered questions about a
photographic item handed Pat-
terson his card.

“You know what he is? An
imaging consultant.”

]
Sealed lips: Frank “Kin” Hub-
bard had this to say about names:
“When a woman says, ‘I don't
wish to mention any names,’ it
ain’t necessary.” A
o

omestic engi-
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More UFOs
Zl2

B ar't o n-under-Need-
wood could have been
visited by an invisible
UFO. A very strange
hissing noise was heard,

but no

lights were

observed. The great UFO
riddle continues. — James

Price,

Station Road,

Barton-under-Needwood.
Fe
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‘"They saw a thing’

coming out of a sky

Summer is here once again,
and with it come at least three
certainties of the season. First,
you are going to eat a lot of bad
barbecue, most of which you will
cook yourself. Second, the Cubs
will disappoint us once again,
followed a little later by the
Astros. And third, you're going to
see a UFO. '

Oh, don’t try to deny it. You want to see that
UFO. You want it to be a flying saucer, and you
want little green men to get out of it (you also want
to eat that barbecue and see the Cubs blow it, but
that’s for another column). The trouble is, most ‘
people don’t know what they're seeing when they .
look up in the sky. That doesn’t stop them. ‘

“What people typically think is a UFO is the
planet Venus, or a regular meteor — nothing you
could qualify as a UFO,” says Bryan Snow, who has
been director of the San Antonio College
Planetarium for a decade. Snow grew up on a farm
south of San Antonio and has spent much of his
adult life either showing people what’s in the sky
and trying to take pictures of astronomical objects. -
He knows what should be up there, and the only
thing he ever saw that might have been a UFO he
believes was a meteor, and he certainly doesn’t
think it was an interstellar space ship. But what
most people will think is a UFO is simply a bright
planet like Jupiter or, more often, Venus.

“People don’t believe something that bright can
be a natural phenomenon,” Snow points out, adding
that Venus can easily cast a shadow on a moonless
night in a dark sky. When it's an evening star, as it
will be later this summer, his planetarium gets
dozens of calls from people. But, Venus doesn’t
move very fast, does it?"”

“To some people it does. We have people who
swear on a stack of Bibles. ‘It moved to the left —
it moved to the right — it moved by that power
line over there.'”” Snow says this is understandable,
since it’s something called autokinesis, the tendency

Bﬁ' of the brain to think

something is moving
) when there is
What most nothing qiarbytgo
. compare i1ts motion
people will
think is a UFO
is simply a

to. He often points
this out by
projecting a
stationary dot of

bright planet  lighton the
b PN darkened .
11 "ﬂlplt( r or planetarium dome.
Venus. Most everyone will

decide it's moving, if
he suggests it. And
people often suggest

—HB

IX-D8& SAN ANTONIO LIGHT
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it to themselves.

‘“People have a feeling they want to see
something in the sky, and I believe that taints their
observation.” When people call because Venus is so
bright, Snow points out they've seen nothing
unusual. **60 percent of the time they believe us.
The rest of the time they don’t. Some have a
preconceived idea — ‘It's so bright, it's moving, it’s
gotta be a UFO." "

If we're still alone in the universe, South Texans
aren’t alone in believing in flying saucers and other
signs from above. Sam Barden, a Ph.D. astronomer
at Kitt Peak National Observatory in Arizona, told
me about a Soviet hooster rocket that re-entered the
atmosphere above that state last year, tumbling,
burning and putting on quite a show.

“People were calling us up for six hours. Some
guy said he was going to Nautilus (to work out) —
nothing keeps him from that, he said. He saw that
and felt it was a message from God.”” When Barden
told him otherwise, ‘“He just refused to accept that.
He said he was going to tell all his friends about
this message from God that changed his life, and
hung up.” Barden never heard from him again.

Both Barden and Snow hope the general public
stays interested in astronomy, and they don’t mind
the phone calls. But they express a little displeasure
with how quickly the average guy thinks he's found
something new in the universe. ‘

That disappoints them and other serious amateur
and professional astronomers. These guys are
expetts. They've spent thousands of hours
observing the sky. They know what they are
looking at when they look up there. The rest of us
spend 99.9 percent of our time watching TV movies
about Close Encounters, walk outside and look up
for the first time in a year, and proclaim we’ve
spotted the first invasion from outer space. all by
ourselves. It’s sort of like tripping on the sidewalk
near your house, picking up a rock and declaring it
to be a world-record diamond in the rough, or
thinking you can discover a new energy source
after completing high school algebra.

That doesn’t mean the pros don’t want to see
alien civilizations. “I cannot believe we're alone
here,” Snow says. Are there others? ‘I think there’s
gotta be,” Barden told me. “I can’t fathom that
we're alone.” But both, like most serious
astronomers, say they have seen no evidence of
such.

What he means is we live in such a backwater,
nobody much cares to come by. Barden also thinks
recently discovered bursts of gamma rays from
other parts of the universe may be the aftermath of
far-off nuclear wars in other galaxies. Hmmm.
Maybe we don’t want these guys to drop by.

So, enjoy the summer. Eat the barbecue and
watch the baseball. But when it comes to looking
up at the sky, just enjoy the view. If something
looks unusual, tell yourself it's either Venus, if it's
moving slowly, or a meteor, if it moves fast. And if
something comes down, lands next to your campsite
and little beings from another planet get out, take
some pictures, have them developed, make sure
those guys are on the prints and call Harvard
Observatory. Bryan Snow, Sam Barden and 1 will
be glad to eat our words.

\
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About New York

Group Therapy
For the Victims
Of Space Aliens

By WILLIAM E. GEIST

Oh, sure, it’s an enormous thrill and you do
suddenly become the focus of attention at par-
ties, but being ab ie om oute
space js not all it’s cracked up to be.

Right off the bat, you are going to be late to
wherever you were going, depending on how
long those big-headed, bug-eyed extra-terres-
trials keep you. And what’s your excuse for
being late? Try telling your friends about your
exciting experience with flying saucers. Try
keeping quiet about it. What if your boss hears
about this?

It helps to go to group, the abductees say,
meaning the group therapy meetings for those
who have been abducted by aliens. They are
run by Budd Hopkins, author of “Missing
Time’ and “Intruders,” two books about con-
tacts with aliens, which grew out of research
by Mr. Hopkins, a 56-year-old artist.

“The abductees are veterans of a trauma,”
Mr. Hopkins said, noting that about 20 people
show up for the meetings that are held every
month or so. He described the experience as “‘a
severe, nightmarish thing that none of them
wanted to happen.” He added, “‘Some are in
awe, some are bitter, others are ashamed and
questioning their own sanity.”’

BUCKS HERALD

JUN

Was glowing
a UFO? :

object

Ms. Pang, who wrote a book about her rela-
tionship with Mr. Lennon, thinks New Yorkers
have gone beyond having a simple willingness
to believe. “It’s almost like a status symbol
now in some circles,” she said. ‘“You say
you've seen a U.F.O. and people say, ‘oh, so
have 1" It’s very in right now.”

Group therapy for New York’s U.F.0O. abduc:
tees would seem to be the latest outgrowth of a
U.F.O.-mania. Several U.F.O. conventions are
being held around the country, a U.F.O. book
has been atop the best seller list, there are
: chargesof a U.F.O.-

. gate government Rossmar 3 ; ;
a y Osnato is a graphic artist who
‘You say ;g::}:;u;‘):lr;dFmS n said she was abducted from the roof of her
’ O spis ris‘in'. ’ Bronx apartment building by gray people in a
youve seen - group 8 space ship. “When I say I was abducted, a lot

dramatically along
with a rise in re-
ported sightings and
abductions.

One would think
New Yorkers have
enough to worry

of people envy me,” she said. ‘“‘Some of them
treat me like a saint. I tell them it was horrible
and frightening, and they don’t want to hear it.
“But they still wish it had happened to
them!” she said. “They think it is like a spirit-
ual experience that would make their lives bet-

aU.F.O.
and people
say, “Oh, so

99 Te? ter or more meaningful. Fanatics want to form
have 1.” It’s :rt:::lcth‘:gg;u;lli’:;:g a church around my experience.”’
v ery in ’ fromsidewnlks Ms. Osnato said: “They hate it when I tell

» ? them I felt like a trapped animal. The aliens

g‘?m;krsa;ri‘gl;oiﬁfctgg:é- tr?‘at?d me Wiﬂ,’l' no respect a‘n all.”

ing number of abductees usually report that Itls mat ﬂf"f" ¥ he; ddgd. "Many people are
they are carried off by beams of light to space- :'r? ryff:e(; y of lruitcakes in New York. When
ships, where they are given physical examina- rey mh out you thmk.you bl abdpcted by
tions by these funny-looking gray people. Some a‘iens, they treat you 'hke 4 welrdo,' "k?,y oy
return with small patches of skin removed. wear unmatched outfits or something.

They are often hazy on the details until put Helen Wheels, a stage name used by Helen
under hypnosis by Mr. Hopkins, who sa 51 he Robbins, a rock group singer, said she and her
has investigated 145 abductions. brother were abducted when they were chil-

“Luckily we live in New York,” said May dren from their front porch.in. Rockville Cen-
Pang, who said she has twice sighted U.F.0.’s ue, Ll bys huge space ship in broad daylight.
over midtown, once with John Lennon. * People She said she sighted another U.F.O: recently on
see everything else here on a daily basis,” she the Long Island Expressway, atexit 44.
reasoned, so why wouldn’t they believe she had’ ® @ ®
witnessed flying dinnerware? - . : 5

Her latest sighting was outside the Tavern TI_1,e aliens keep ta_km,‘g me fqr medllcal
on the Green restaurant last year, and the Lests, M.s § Wheels. said. “I feel like a high
previous sighting with Mr. Lennon was in 1974 school science p r'(')]ecL Maybe I am, like a tur-
on the terrace of her 52d Street apartment tle we would tag. ;
overlooking the East River. “No one else saw Ms. Osnato, sounding almost eerily down to
it,” she said. ““It was an August Friday night, ea.rth‘,.llke S0 many of the othgrs in the group,
and everyone was in the Hamptons.” said, “I had no interest at all in the U.F.0.’s,

except to laugh at those Enquirer headlines.”

Mr. Hopkins said: ‘“We serve supper at the
meetings and there is a lot of social chatter. If
you walked in you would think you were at any

ANLESBURY otl;(er New York cocktail party.”
ris Florence, who worries that her story of
\® \qa8" ENGLAND five abductions will adversely affect her daync-

ing career, said, “We talk about our concerns.”
And Constance Morgan, an aspiring actress
whose agent is not altogether thrilled about
her abduction story, said, ‘‘I mean, Shirley
MacLaine was famous before she was nuts.’/’ :
/

ASOUTHCOURT man later from Oxford Road.

set his sights high on Fri-
day night when he
thought he spotted a
UFO. -

Mr. Sidney Coomber, of
Hampden Road, Aylesbury,
was on his way home from a
drive with his wife, Nancy,
when he saw a red glow in the
sky.

He said he first saw the
UFO on his way to Bishops-
tone from Princes Risbor-
ough. He saw it from
Eythrope Road, Stone, and

\ W

Aylesbury.

*“It was as plain as the nose
on your face,” said Mr.
Coomber, who has never
seen a UFO before.

*“It was so fantastic when
we saw it through the trees.

“It was very red, like the
sun, but it was huge. It was
glowing red and like a mush-
room on top of another.
Then all of a sudden it had
disappeared.

*“It must have been travel-
ling at thousands of miles an
hour.”
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Forty years ago today, pilot Kenneth
Arnold saw nine silver discs flying in close
formation near Seattle. They zigged. They
zagged. They disappeared.

And, when word leaked out to journal-
ists of what Arnold claimed to have seen,
the term “flying saucer” was coined and
the modern era of “ufology’’ had begun.

Forty years later, UFOs are hot again
— maybe hotter than ever. Cute little
aliens are popping up on commercials for
watches, beer and lawn mowers. The
season climax of The Colbys featured a
major character being kidnapped by
alicns. Three books about alien visits are
selling briskly; one of them has topped the
non-fiction best seller list for weeks.
Clubs, newsletters, movies and lectures
about unidentified flying objects are gen-
erating revenues at a pace exceeded only
by 1940s and '50s figures — during the
first wave of UFO sightings.

Enthusiasts now charge that for 40
years the federal government has har-
bored physical evidence of an earthly
encounter with extraterrestrial creatures,
including their lifeless bodies and dam-
aged spacecraft. That startling report,
dismissed by skeptics and government
officials as a laughable hoax, is contained
in what is purported to be top-secret
papers from the Eisenhower era.

Leonard H. Stringfield, a Cincinnati
UFO researcher, says the 40th anniversa-
ry of the Kenneth Arnold sighting will

have special significance at the annual

symposium of the Mutual UFO Network
this weekend in Washington, D.C. One of
the most significant aspects of the anni-
versary involves the recent discovery of
documents verifying the existence of Ma-
jestic-12, a secret panel of 12 researchers
set up to study the UFO situation.

“] know that (the panel) has run
through the many years. They've been
very clever about it for years in how
they’'ve hoodwinked the public and the
media,” he says.

Belief is almost religious

Why the fascination with aliens, despite
repeated failures through the decades to
document their earthly arrival?

In interviews, psychologists, historians,
philosophers and writers of science fiction
say belief in alien encounters is rooted in
such things as the need for secular mes-
siahs and the search for explanations for
terrestrial troubles.

Interest 1n aliens

out of this world

*"I'he urge to investigate and believe in
this stuff is almost religious,” says Ben
Bova, former editor of Omni magazine and
a writer of science fiction. ‘“We used to
have gods. Now we want to feel we’re not
alone, watched over by protective forces
far beyond us.” .

‘But others — often sober, respectabl
scientists who have studied UFO reports
for years — say the skeptics are missing
the biggest story of the age.

“People who haven’t been paying at-
tention to this stuff are in for a shock,”
says Dr. Bruce Maccabee, a full-time
Navy physicist in Washington, D.C., and a
part-time UFO researcher. “Some sort of
things have been flying around for dec-
ades, and they aren’t ours.”

UFO books in demand

The current UFO flurry is led by new
books: Communion by Whitley Strieber
(Morrow), Intruders by Budd Hopkins
(Random House), and Light Years by Gary
Kinder (Atlantic Monthly Press). Commu-
nion has been on the New York Times
best seller list for 16 weeks.

All three tell of personal encounters
with aliens. In this they differ from the
last great period of UFO enthusiasm, in
the 1950s, says David M. Jacobs, author
of The U.F.O.Controversy in America,
and a historian at Temple University in
Philadelphia. In the 1950s, UFO sightings

" were in vogue. Now, he says, we are in a
 new era in which aliens are taken as fact

and attention had turned to people’s expe-

| riences with them.
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Indeed, the hottest topic among UF
enthusiasts is what they describe as t|
fe_deral government’s experience wi
aliens, especially the Roswell Incider
one of thp oldest UFO episodes on t
books. Timothy Good, a British UF
researcher, and a group of UFO investig
tors in the United States say they ha
documentary evidence that the gover
ment hid its knowledge that a flyir
saucer crashed in 1947 near Roswe
ﬁgi, kllhn%hits grew of extraterrestri

ures. The charges are contained
Good’s book Above Top Secret: Ti
Worldwzde U.F.0. Cover-Up, to be pu
lished in Britain in July.

A weather balloon?

The government’s position is that th
1947 incident was nothing more than th
sighting of a weather balloon. But th
UFO researchers say a newly discovere
document, dated Nov. 18, 1952, prove
that explanation is false. The documen
purportedly a top-secret briefing paper fi
President-elect Dwight D. Eisenhowe
discusses the secret Majestic-12 team, «
MJ-12, established by President Trum;i
on Sept. 24, 1947, to investigate tl
remains of the spacecraft and its crew.

“It appears to be genuine,” says W
liam L. Moore, who wrote a book abo
the incident and who investigated t
document for more than two years afte:
colleague received it anonymously in t
mail.



The photograph above
was taken in 1967 by a
highway department
investigator at Santa
Ana, Calif. Air Force
experts have been
unable to identify the

photograph, top left,

“The Skeptical Inquirer’
“Nonsense,” replies Philip J. Klass, a
leading UFO debunker and chairman of
the UFO subcommittee of the Committee
for the Scientific Investigation of Claims
of the Paranormal, a respected group of
scientists that publishes The Skeptical
Inquirer. Klass says he has seen the
document and considered it “an outright
hoax.” . .
Reflecting on the scope and intensity of
the current flurry of interest, Jerome
Clark, vice president of the J. Allen Hynek
Center for UFO Studies in Chicago and

taken in the Midwest in
1967. The 1966
photograph of lighted
circlies in the sky,
bottom left, was taken
by a Coast Guard
photographer at
Salem, Mass.

editor of International U.F.O. Keporter,
says: “What's interesting is that all this is
happening in the absence of a sighting
wave. There hasn’t really been anything
sighted since the 1970s. If 1 were para-
noid, I'd say it’s quiet, too quiet.”

“Our plane encountered three
brilliant balls of light,” he says.

The objects came close to his
aircraft, causing a temporary mal-
function in the left engine, he re-
lates. When the objects retreated
into a cloud bank, the aircraft re-
turned to normal.

M
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Stringfield is not alone in his
belief that he has witnessed possi-
ble visitors from space.

Bonnie S. Miller of Southgate,
Ky., remembers sighting a UFO
one summer in the 1950s. She was
sitting in a car, waiting for her
husband to come out of a Walnut
Hills drug store. “I looked up . . .
I saw this huge thing move past my
area of vision. I couldn’t see the
beginning or the end.”

It was brassy colored, she says,
and had windows or portholes that
appeared to be made of the same
brassy material. Its movement was
silent.

Miller says she never reported
the incident “because back in those
days, you were so ridiculed for it. I
didn’t think anyone would believe
me.”

Ted Ogden of Loveland remem-
bers seeing ‘an unknown object
cross the sky at tree-top level in

- the early 1960s. His young son

came into the house: “Dad, there’s

a flying saucer outside.”

Ogden and the boy ran out the
back door, stopped and looked up.
They saw a silver cigar-shaped
object, about 2 feet in diameter
and about 7 feet long, traveling
slowly. It made no noise.

Ogden, a member of the Ohio
UFO Investigators League,

says people must remember
that UFO means unidentified flying
object. “No matter what it is, if it’s
a bird with a balloon tied to its tail,
it’sa UFO.”

“I hate the term UFO because
it can mean anything,” says
Charles Wilhelm, who founded the
Ohio UFO Investigators League in
1973.

“The bottom line is there is no
hard documented evidence that
would prove beyond a shadow of a
doubt that we have been visited,”
says Wilhelm, who has been inves-
tigating UFO sightings for 25
years.

Ninety percent of the cases can
be explained as a hoax, a military
operation or a natural occurrence,
he says.

But then there’s the other 10%.
Such as three women from Liber-
ty, Ky., who claim to have been
taken aboard an alien spacecraft in
1976, Wilhelm says. “I'll say that
(judging) from hypnosis sessions,
these women were not lying.”
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40 years after the Mount Rainier sighting,
interest in flying saucers is still sky-high

by Bill Dietrich
Times staff reporter

orty years ago this month, a
Civil Air Patrol pilot named
Kenneth Arnold spotted
something near Mount Rai-
nier that produced the most
enduring, baffling and popu-
lar controversy of the 20th century.

Arnold was searching for a mili-
tary plane that had crashed on Mount
Rainier. On June 24, 1947, he reported
a flight of nine bright, crescent-shaped
objects flying in formation from
Mount Rainier toward Mount Adams.
Timing their flight between the two
peaks, he estimated their pace at
more than twice the speed of sound,
despite the fact no known pilot had yet broken that
barrier.

Two days later, reporters met Arnold at the
Pendleton, Ore., airport and heard him describe the line
of objects undulating like a kite tail as they flew, like “a
saucer skipping across the water.”

Thus the term “flying saucer” was born, and the

popular image of unidentified flying objects instantly
shifted in the public mind from the boomerang-sha

mysterious lights they labeled “foo fighters” and
believed were a Nazi secret weapon. The Army Air
Force dismissed the lights as ball lightning, or
hallucinations produced by fatigue. '

So it was left to Arnold to touch off ‘“‘uforia,” the
wave of public sightings and speculation that has
fascinated the media and inspired Hollywood. In March,
a Gallup Poll reported that 9 percent of those surveyed
hadl seen a UFO, and 49 percent believed UFOs to be
real.

Such persistent public interest has in turn led to
“ufology,” the frustratingly imprecise field of UFO
research where systematic seriousness has been under-
minded by quacks and crazies.

Today, Seattle is home to at least three major UFO-
reporting organizations. In 1982 Dale Goudie, a free-
lance television commercial producer, began the UFO
Information Service International and its companion,
CUFON, a computer data bank of UFO evidence. A self-
described skeptic looking for hard evidence, he special-
izes in Freedom of Information Act requests for
government documents on UFOs.

Robert Gribble runs the National UFO Reporting
Center full time. Since 1974 the center has collected 1,000
to 1,500 UFO reports per year from around the United
States.

And Aileen Edwards, a Boeing secretary, heads the
UFO Contact Center International, which started in 1981

craft Amold described to that amiliar and now has 22 branch offices collecting reports from
round discs. After wire service report people who claim they have been abducted by aliens.
around the globe, there were 85 in the A fourth Puget Sound-area group is Tacoma’s New
next two months. UFO speculatio dagain Age Foundation, which was created by longtime Tacoma
this spring with publication of t ; about UFO enthusiast Wayne Aho and for a quarter century
the phenomenon. has held annual gatherings near Mount Rainier. On June

Arnold’shsighting was:i not ltht UFOs.
There are historical and biblic: strange
objects in the sky. World W eportgd Please see UFQ on K 2
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26 28, the foundation will hold a
New  Age convenyon at  Pierce
College, near Steilacoom, to com-
memorate Arnold’s sighting. Aho,
70, predicts that 1987 will be the
breakthrough year™ in public ac-
ceptance of UFOs and New Age
beliefs.

Interest in UFOs has surged
again. First there was the Nov. 17,
1986, sighting of a giant, walnut-
shaped UFO over Alaska by Japan
Air Lines pilot Kenju Terauchi, 47.
Ferauchl’s credibility as a Boeing
17 prlot with 19 years’ experience
puarinteed his “story enormous
media atlention, although skeptics
have  theorized he actually was
looking at reflected Liskimo village
lights and the planet Jupiter.

More down-to-earth, Dreyer's
lce Cream has recently used 72-
vear-old Ida Kannenberg of Hills-
boto, Ore., as an ‘“‘unbelievable
spokesman  for an unbelievable
product.”  Kannenberg said she
was abducted for 40 minutes by a
UFO n the California desert in
1940, and since 1977 has been in
telepathic communication with the
ahiens,

Seattle itself is home to several
people who claim to have been
atxlucted by UFOs but are reluc-
tant to go public,

But it is publication this spring
of three best-selling UFO books
thal has been most responsible for
tekindling interest,

“Communion,” by best-selling
novelist Whitley Strieber of New
York (“The Wolfen,” “The Hun-
per,” “Warday™) is purported to
be a true account of Strieber’s
abduction and medical examina-
tion by aliens. The best-written of
the three, “Communion” drew a $!
million advance for the author. B
late May it had sold 225,000 hard-
back copies and was being snapped
up at a rate of 25000 to 30,000
copies a week.

l'e

“Intruders,” by artist and UFO
mvestigator Budd Hopkins of Long
Isliand, asserts that what happened
to Strieber has happened to hun-
dreds or even thousands of Ameri-
cans.  After interviewing women
who claimed under hypnosis that
their fetuses were stolen, Hopkins
theorizes  that  short, humanoid
alens are con-
ducting genetic
experiments  to
create  a half-
breed  race, for
reasons unknown,

i SR y
Years," by Idaho !
author and attor-
ney Gary Kinder
("Victuns™), re-
vxamines the
cuse . of Eduard
Meler, a one-
armed Swiss
farmer with a
prade-school edu-
cation who
claumed in  the
14/0s to have vis-
ited with human
visitors from the
Plelades,

TR LRI
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Glving all
three books more
believability  is
the authors' re-
quests not for ac-

. « « Creatures
that rescmble
‘“‘a big bug.”’

veplance, but in-
vestigation,

Strieber’s tone is one of bewil-
derment. When interviewed, he
asserted he had futher contact
with the creatures in 1986 after the
hook - was  written, though none
since 1t was published. He made no
claim that the creatures he en-
countered were from outer space,
or even physically real.

“What happened to me in 1450
has thrown into a cocked hat all
my ideas about the relationship of
the physical world and the spiritual
world,” he said. “I have no idea
where they ‘came “from or what
they «are. [ don't know what
happéned to me. Neither believers
or non-believers like that.'

But Strieber recently passed a
lie-detector test administered by
the British Broadcasting Service,
and said he has received 800 to 900
accounts of similar experiences
from readers.

Hopkins, who has also been
deluped  with new  cases  since
piublication of his book, wants
scientific investigation of the ab
ductien phenomenon. ““I'm the first
oue 1o admit how outrageous this
material 1s to accept,”” he said
from his art studio. ‘I want other
peaple, scientists, to do this invesu-
pation.”’

Kinder’s conclusion in his ac-
count 1s “‘that the truth of the
Meler  contacts  will never be
known.” He told The Times that
vestigating UFO reports is “like
quicksand.”

“IUs a  frustrating field,”
Kmder said. “It’s elusive. 1 em
pathize  with  scientists  who say
they will have nothing (o do with
I Yet, argues Kinder, “Anyuone
who looks at these (released Bov-
cranment documents on UFQ stud-
les) can’t come away and say
there are no such things as UFQs,
The problem is definmg UFOs.
Most people think of UFOs and
Hving  saucers as syhonymous,
when they're not. Something 15
flymg n the atmosphere that
scientists can't explain. There are
0o many credible people seeiny
incredible things.”

Hogwash, says Philip Klass of
Washington, D.C., a retired editor
of Aviation Week and Space Tech-
nology. He is the author of three
skeptical books and has become
the nation’s leading debunker of
Ul0Os.)

Klass recently offered $10,000

W any UFO abduction case (hiat
the FBI can confirm, while adding
a warning that there is a potential
$10,000 fine and five-yeur prison
sentence for falsely reporting Kid-
nappings.

“I put my money where my
mouth is,” said Klass. “*[n 20 years
we have never had a (UFO) case
that could not be explained in
prosaic terms.” He noted his own
former employer has heen dubbed
“Aviation Leak™ for its success n
obtaining  secret material about
new airplanes. None of his military
contacts, Klass said, has ever
hinted he is wrong Lo be skeptical
about UFQs. “Washington is a cit
that 1s like a sieve,” he said.
“There is just no UFQ secret ”

Klass pointed to the three best-
sellers as an example of the
problem. Kinder's aliens are bene-
volent human emissaries, Hopkins’
dwarfish humanoids are conduct.
Ing genetic  experiments, and
Strieber’s are baffling, dreamlike
humanoid creatures that in some
cases resemble “‘a big hug.”

CONT MEXT +AGE
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“They're as identical or similar
as | am to a lizard,” said Klass.
Can all three accounts be accu-
rate? And if at least one 15 a hoax,
who is to say all aren’t? he asked.

1t is Klass who has attacked
the account of the Alaskan UFO
given by the JAL pilot, Terauchi.
Klass points out that the walnut-
shaped UFO was not scen by the
other 747 crew members. [t did not
show up at all on a ~econd ground
radar used for a conlnming check. .
It was not seen by a nearby United
jet and Air Force cargo plane,
which searched. The UFO could
have been the combmation of
village lights reflecing  off ice
crystuls in clouds, along with
Jupiter, he theonzed

Klass has simarly dissected
other famous sightings  atucles
and books such as “UFOs: The
Public Deceived.” Believers retort
that his explanations frequently
seem more far-fetched than the
concept of alien spaceships.

The scientific conununity has
neatly sidestepped the controversy
by concentrating 1ts scarch  for
extraterrestrial  hfe on  space
probes and radio telescopes  that
search for radio signals from alien
civilizations.

The media have been delighted
(o print UFO stories. But, aware of
the conflicting claims and arguable
evidence, 1t has been reluctant 1o
spend much thine vestigating the

phenomena in de-

\ tail.

The govern-
ment, depending
on whom one be-
lieves, either
tried to document
UFOs for decades
and gave up m
1969, or continues
to compile UFO
evidence through
secret Investiga-
Lions,

Some findings

have been  pub-
lished. The CIA’s

1953 Robertson
Panel concluded
that UFOs

couldn't be
proved. The Alr
Force's 1968 Con-
don Commitiee
Report concluded
that sightings had
no sclentific val-
ue. Yet UFO en
thusiasts  argue
that the evidence
cited by these reports refutes their
own conclusions.

Adding to the confusion 1s that
UFO organizations often have little
use for each other. For example, 1t
was established UFO groups that
urst condemned the Meier case in
Switzerland as a fraud.

And Seattle’s Goudie criticizes
other Puget Sound UFO organiza-
uons for failing to be skeptical
enough about reports and some-
umes seekiig to profit from the
conlroversy.

Goudie, who has never person-
ally seen a UFO, thinks he is close
to establishing a govermment cov
er-up of UFQ evidence and says he
has found documents he thinks
reter to secret UFO investigallons
called Project Aquarius and MJ-12.

But Goudie makes no clanm
about what the UFOs are or wheie
they come from. Seattle’s Gribble
has no such hesitation. “I'm a total
behever,” he said.  Although  he
eStunates that only 10 percent of
the reports his center receives
warrant  further investgation,
those that do seem plausible are
too consistent 0 be  fakes, he
argued. The same is (rue ot the
abduction  phenomend,  he sand
“When there is that muche sinoke,
there has got (o be fire,” he said

dwards miakes a stmiilan wiya
ment. CIes the welght of so any
cascs,” she Sand.

I a famous 1954 essay, Swian
psy choanalyst Carl Jung theonoed
that the saucer shape réprescits a
mandali, a spirttual wheel that has
beett a symbol  of  order aod
wholesomeness. Flying saucers, he
theorized, are an unconsclous pro
jection of our hopes that soiie
outside force will provide salvation
from nuclear war,

In his book “Flying Saucers,”
Jung said “the s a tendency all
over the warld o believe  m
saucers and to want them w be
real.”

In the fall of 1977, Altcrta
photographer Douglas Curtan be
gan a4 seven-year, 125 k) nile
Nortin american odyssey o find
and report on UFO behevers  The
tesult - was  a book  callea n
Advance of the Landmg:  olk
Concepts of Outer Space " Curvan

Believers describe alien beings differently

UFO

continued from K 2

found a well-developed mythology,
or what author Tom Wolfe de-
scribed in his introduction to the
book as a religion: the belief that
flying saucers arrived after Hiro-
shima to save us from ourselves.

“The key moment in history
was the first use of nuclear
weapons on this planet,” Tacoma’s
Aho recently lectured some college
students. “Intelligences other than
us are concerned and trying to
awaken the Earth people to a new
consciousness that will raise us
ahove war.”

Interestingly, Strieber now
calls his alleged abduction by 4
foot-high creatures that crept into
his bedroom “a spiritual exper-
ience.”

The hypnosis he used to uncov-
er blocked memories of the Kkid-
nappings, he said, has helped him
confront vague fears, improve his

personality and “increase my

visitors. Something is going on
with the mind that is more com-
plex than it seems.”

So what is the reader supposed
to conclude? “This is not the time
to draw any conclusions,” he said.
“I hope it arouses questions in
people’s minds, about what the
universe is, what people are, what
we are. We need to investigate.”

awareness of myself as a human
being.

«“‘Communion’ is a testament
of perceptions, of what I bgllew{?d
was happening,” Strieber said. “It
is not necessarily a true story as a
physical event. All this may have
more to do with the growth of
human consciousness than alien

<
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Here are some of the ey arguments tor and
of extraterrestrial visito,

PRO

M There have been at leas
the United States alone -
astionauts, even Jimimy Carter

lying?

B Astrotiomers estimate there
galaxy, and as many as 100 billion
solar systems, 1sn't i likely
elsewhere?

B Although some believe
UFOs, there hus been a shary
television transmissions (whi
explosions. [sn't such tec
of why aliens would sudd

W Althou

-

R

o arth:

i}
'

gh there are numerous differences,

Spacc visitors? Read the
arguments

apainst the existence

SL6O,000 reported siphtings of UFOs
by pilots, astronomers, radar operators,
- Can all these people be wrong, or

are 100 1o 300 billion stars in our
galunies. With so many potential
superior civilizations have arisen

biblical and historical passages refer (1o
) Increase In sightings since radio and
ch escape nto outer'space) and atomic
hnological development a logical explanation
enly show an interest?

there is also a certain

consistency to many UFO reports: silent, wingless crafi doing
astomshing maneuvers, driven by short; humanoid occupants. People
claiming to have been abducted and examined by UFOQ occupants also
tell similar tales. i b

B The U.S. governme
compiled on UFOs, despit

Doesn't that suggest u cover-up?

CON

B ven LIFO org

reportedly, did Jimmy Carter.

Although ithe numbe
distances between them

nt has still not released all the documents
e Freedom of Information Act requests.

antzations admit at least 90 percent of o)
sightmngs have been found 1o have a prosalc explanaltion
balloons, planets,
Venus or Tupiter,

attcralt,

ball lighming. Experienced pilots have mistaken
under certam atmospheric conditions, tor U] Yo,

1 of potential solar systems 1s Hinense (he

are huge, If FEinstemn 15 rght and nothing «an

travel faster than the speed of light, the number of stars within

feasible
s
number

Commuting distance of Earth drops 10 a handful
'Lt suspicious that UFQ sightings accele
of human aircraft in the sk
Mass communications thi
Cold War paranoia cause

rated with (he

Y, the popularity of science foron,
1t make us all familiar with Uk O sio.e b, ditnl
d by the atomic bomb?

M There are remarkable Inconsistencies about the size, shague,

appearance and behavior of alle

ged “flying saucers,” which Linpe

from discs to triangles 1o spheres to cigar shapes. Moreover, (he

described occupants are

usually human or humanoid, Oxypen

breathing, and communicate by word or telepathically m Lnglish
How likely is that? Finally, if they just want to say hello, why uwe

spaceshi
of light?

ps at all — why not

use radio signals that travel at (he Speeed

B After 40 years of alleged UFO visitation, there 1s not « single

lncontestable photograph, alien artfact, messa
mvestigation that offers undeniable proof of Ul

B€ or scientifie
SO visits

Writer describes his abduction by

by Bill Dietrich
Times statf reporter

new book, “Communion,” has
created a supreme horror story
for the late 20th century.

Alien beings emerge from (he
shadows of his 1solated New York
cabin and move (o (the foot of his
bed. Paralyzed and stripped naked,
he is transported outdoors and

|f nothing else, Whitley Strieber’s

upward into what seems to be a
sterile room in a spaceship. A
needle is plunged o his brain and
with cold indifference the beings
shove a spidery instrument up his
rectum. “Is there something we
can do to help you stop scream-
ing?”" one blank-eyed creature in-
quires. This nightmare encom-
passes our worst images of invad-
€rs, rape, an impersonal and all-
powerful bureaucracy, and sterile,
painful medical procedures.

'.

o
atiens
But is any of u real? o, are. AoN' [

these just the feverish imaginmgs .
of an accomplished hurror noyl.- NEQ

Ist? ]
“I think he’s telling the cruth,” ?A&t'

sald Dr. John Glhiedman, o re
search psychologist in New York

18
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City who describes himself as a

“sympathetic skeptic.”

“And as a friend (he knew
Strieber for a few years before the
alien abductions emerged from the
author’'s memory) I think he’'s as
sane as | am, and I consider
myself pretty sane,” said Glied-
man. Dr. Robert Klein of the New
York State Psychiatric Institute
gives a similar testament to

Strieber’s sanity in the book itself.

But that doesn’t mean Glied-
man necessarily thinks alien visi-
tors are abducting Americans from
their bedrooms. It may just be
imaginings triggered by some un-
known mental mechanism, he said.
Or perhaps 1 percent of the
population is somehow sensitive to
subtle environmental changes,
such as shifts in the Earth's
magnetic field, that somehow trig-
ger the same nightmares or hallu-
cinations.

Professor Michael Swords, a
natural sciences teacher at West-
ern Michigan University, suggests
“the concrete evidence is not
compelling” in **Communion” that
Strieber had actually been abduct-

DoNCATTER STAR N ORKSHIRE

UFO ‘close

———

By Graham Walker

UFO ‘enthusiasts.in Bagn:.lg _

today published a reportw

claims that one in seven pegple B

have seen a “flying saucer”.
And about 60 per cent of the
pulation believe in visitors d

mm other planets — accord- ?“

ing to the national street

| their own — & conference to
debate the issue. .
They say eye-witness reports

otographs secretly col-
MGU%’ enlhpsial:ct:‘

ed by space visitors. ‘It seem
more internally originaled than
externally originated,” he said.

But that doesn’'t mean Strieber
is lying or crazy, Swords added.
There may be equallx exotic expla-
nations: contact wit

universe. He also found Budd
Hopkins’ ““Intruders’ more persua-
sive because it cited several simi-
lar cases and some physical evi-
dence, such as marks of UFO
lunding gear on grass and tiny
scars on abduction victims. Using
“Intruders” as supporting evi-
dence, Strieber’'s story is more
persuasive, he said,

Still, a lot of UFO encounters
take on the $hostly tone of myth or
revelation. “For centuries,” said
Gliedman, ‘the only creatures
western Europeans saw were dev-
ils or angels. Increasingly, those
symbols (for the unknown) involve
space and aliens. So sadly, we
can’t use the rough similarities
between descriptions by abductees
as evidence.”

will be on show at their
;ewyople. of mor\el t'%an 3,000 base at 350 W Road, ‘ survey -are
UFO stu}y group The- Bn:wgpll,oonlnlyli e
Actherius Society compiledthe /L %LWM %

report, and organisers at the
society’s national northern
headquarters in Barnsley have .
ealleg a “Close Encounter” of

alien s

Northern organiser Paul

the spiritual '
- world, for example, or a parallel
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White, aged 38, an engineering

: designer,geglaimed that even
more people would see UFOs
if they bothered to look.

“Results of our public

1 ﬂyingb:::hud — but many
_have too busy looking at
been set up to recopd possible  the ground to notice,” sa

pacecraft sightings. . . White, who has a do
theology after studying the un-

doctorate of

~ To the psychologist, the abduc-
tion tales eerily reflect our fears.

“There is a
suspicions a lot of people have thai
there is no easy fix to the nucle.a
and environmental
are in,” he said. “That the um
verse is a cold, indifferent place .
best. It’s a bit lhke a
experience except there 't 1
demption, or damnation eithe:
There’s just the suspicion
these aliens would just as soon h

i

us hang in the wind as interven:

hefore we slit our own throats '

Still, Gliedman thinks that wlat
UFO abduction vicums are de
scribing  ‘‘cries out for study
Unfortunately, he estimates o
minimum scientific effort  wouln
cost $1 million and that the scient:
fic establishment 1s unwilling 1
risk the ridicule to spend that Lo
on such a gamble.

“We need (0 treat these vicun.
with respect and sympathy.'" b
sald. Whatever Its reality, "1t 15
intense, frightening  expericnce
Some people compare 1t to wha

they imagine it must be hike 1o e

raped.” To dismiss them as «ras
or liars 1s cruel and wrong, Ghied

man sald. .
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nter’

University.

are actually spaceships.”

reflection  of the
dilemma  we

relipgion,

explained at an American

“people often dismiss lights
in the sky as aircraft when they

He claims to have seen
several UFOs including a for-
mation Red Arrows-style

UFO display in Scotland and a
mystery space craft speeding
Dr over the English Channel.
In Barnsley a sighting of a
circular moon-sized space
ship, complete with portholes
and landing pads, is claimed by
Barnsley Aetherius Society
HQ founder Hazel Moody,
aged 51.

The UFO hovered for 20
minutes above homes in Clif-
ton Crescent, Athersley North,
she said.

] pointed it out to friends
and neighbours. They can all
vouch for me — but I know it
sounds crazy.

“
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Freed by a UFO Crew? Try Group Therapy

By William E. Geist
New York Times Service

NEW YORK — Oh, sure, it’s an enormous
thrill and you do suddenly become the focus of
attention at parties, but being abducted by
aliens from outer space is not all it’s cracked up
to be.

Right off the bat, you are going to be late to
wherever you were going, depending on how
long those big-headed, bug-eyed extraterrestri-
als keep you.

And what’s your excuse for being late? Try
telling your friends about your exciting experi-
ence with flying saucers.

Try keeping quiet about it. What if your boss
hears about this?

It helps to go to group, the abductees say,
meaning the group therapy meetings for those
who have been abducted by aliens. They are run
by Budd Hopkins, author of “Missing Time”
and “Intruders,” two books about contacts
with aliens, which grew out of research by Mr.
Hopkins, 56, who is an artist.

“The abductees are veterans of a trauma,”
Mr. Hopkins said, noting that about 20 people
show up for the meetings that are held every
month or so.

He described the experience as “a severe,
nightmarish thing that none of them wanted to
happen.” He added, “Some are in awe, some
are bitter, others are ashamed and questioning
their own sanity.”

Group therapy for UFO abductees would

seem to be the latest outgrowth of a UFO-
mania. Several UFO conventions are being held
around the country, a UFO book has been atop
the best-seller list, there are charges of a UFO-
gate government cover-up and membership in
UFO groups is rising dramatically along with a
rise in reported sightings and abductions.

One would think New Yorkers have enough
to worry about without being snatched by
aliens from sidewalks, parks and rooftops.

The rapidly increasing number of abductees
usually report that they are carried off by
beams of light to spaceships, where they are
given physical examinations by these funny-
looking gray people.

Some return with small patches of skin re-
moved. They are often hazy on the details until
put under hypnosis by Mr. Hopkins, who said
he has investigated 145 abductions.

“Luckily we live in New York,” said May
Pang, who said she has twice sighted UFO’s
over midtown, once with John Lennon.

“People see everything else here on a daily
basis,” she reasoned, so why wouldn’t they
believe she had witnessed flying dinnerware?

Her latest sighting was outside the Tavern on
the Green restaurant in Central Park last year,
and the previous sighting with Lennon was in
1974 on the terrace of her apartment overlook-
ing the East River.

“No one else saw it,” she said. “It was an
August Friday night, and everyone was in the
Hamptons.” .

Ms. Pang, who wrote a book about her rela-’ !

tionship with the former Beatle, thinks New
Yorkers have gone beyond having a simple
willingness to believe.

“It’s almost like a status symbol now in some
circles,” she said. “You say you've seen a UFO
and people say, ‘Oh, so have 1." It’s very in right
now.”

Rosemary Osnato is a graphic artist who said
she was abducted from the roof of her Bronx
apartment building by gray people in a space-
ship.

“When I say I was abducted, a lot of people
envy me,” she said. “Some of them treat me like
a saint. [ tell them it was horrible and frighten-
ing, and they don’t want to hear it.

“But they still wish it had happened to them!
They think it is like a spiritual experience that
would make their lives better or more meaning-
ful. Fanatics want to form a church around my
experience.”

“They hate it,” Ms. Osnato said, “when I tell
them I felt like a trapped animal. The aliens
treated me with no respect at all.”

“It’s not fun,” she added. “Many people are
very leery of fruitcakes in New York. When
they find out you think you were abducted by
aliens, they treat you like a weirdo, like you
wear unmatched outfits or something.”

“We serve supper at the meetings,” said Mr.
Hopkins, “and there is a lot of social chatter. If
you walked in you would think you were at any
other New York cocktail party.” 4
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' Lines hot up as the space

A% e
THE phrase ‘flying saucer’ was coined
forty years ago this month in a newspaper
report on an American pilot’s observation
of unusual flying objects.

To mark this anniversary, the Yorkshire
Unidentified Flying Object Network has set up a
24-hour telephone hotline service to deal with
calls of strange sightings in the Yorkshire skies.

The network is a very busy organisation of
people whose hobby it is to try and find expla-
nations for the sightings.

And it seems Yorkshire is very popular with
UFOs — although the hotline co-ordinator Philip
Mantle is quick to point out the group are not “a
little green man from space brigade’’.

“The area over Yorkshire is one of high
activity for UFOs. Over a number of years it has
been consistently above average in the number
of sightings in the country,” said Philip, who
lives at Lady Ann Road, Soothill, Batley.

Philip’s group has compiled a file of observa-

in vaders go north

by Ian Bevitt

tions over the years which they hope to present
as a case study to the Physics department of
Leeds University.

The network are anxious to make people
aware of their existence, and to encourage
them to report their sightings.

“The great majority of people who have an
unusual observation very rarely tell anyone
ab::'ut it. They don’t know who to report it to,” he
said.

People often fear being ridiculed for saying
they have seen something unusual in the sky,
and for this reason, the network guarantees
complete confidentiality for anyone wanting the

make a report.

Reports are checked against star-charts and
airport timetables to provide explanations for
many sightings, but some are filed as
“unknown’’.

“We feel there is an interesting phenomena
that should be investigated scientifically, and
that is what we are pressing for,” said Philip,
aged 29, who became interested in UFOs
through a childhood interest in astronomy.

The phenomena is taken very seriously.
Philip estimated his hobby takes up 80 per cent
of his spare time outside of his job as a
lithographic printing plate maker.

Luckily his wife Elaine shares his interesi.

They met five years ago on Carlton Moor near
Skipton
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Arizona
has history |
of sightings
Discs, bright lights,

abduction claimed

By J. RANDALL JUE
Citizen Staff Writer

Have UFOs visited Arizona?
Some people think so. :

Internationally respected for its
astronomy, Arizona also has had its
share of unidentified flying object
incidents over the past 40 years.

® On March 30, 1955, a Tucson
musician reported seeing a “disk
machine’’ about 100 feet in diame-
ter and 25 feet thick while driving
toward El Paso, Texas.

He said the vehicle wobbled and
made electrical humming noises be-
foreitfinally fired a beam of brillant
light at his car, bubbling the paint
and burning his elbow.

® In 1962, a Davis-Monthan Air
Force Base crew reported a brillant
light descending on a Titan II mis-
sile silo. Two jet interceptors were
dispatched.

The light disappeared when the
jets approached but reappeared
briefly after the jets departed, the
pilots said.

® A 14-year-old boy in 1967 said
he observed a hovering craft near
East Speedway Boulevard and
North Harrison Road.

Two fairly good-sized swirls were
found in the sand of a nearby wash

at the spot where the boy said he
saw the UFO. There were no foot-

prints nearby or anything else to
show that it was a hoax.

® On Aug. 26, 1968, Pearl Chris-
tiansen of Gleeson reported seeing
a UFO near Brown’s Peak at Sierra
Vista.

While driving home, Christian-
sen said she saw a huge silver cir-
cular object on the south side of the
peak. When she arrived at her
ranchhouse, Christiansen said she
saw a second object that was very
shiny and gold-colored. It also was
stationary and once in a while both
glowed simultaneously.

The objects disappeared around
midnight, Christiansen said.

B s

Nearly 43 hours after the inci-
dent, Christiansen and a friend
went up to Brown's Peak. Both no-
ticed a “queer, acid-like” aroma
when they arrived at the top.

“‘Rocks on the peak also were hot
— aterrific heat. You couldn’t hold
your hands on them. It was like a
hot iron,” Christiansen said.

‘The Tucson Citizen reporter who
covered the incident in 1968 wrote
that “cactus plants (at the site) were
badly charred at their bases, but not
burned at the top. A direct row of
four plants — measuring about 40
feet in length — appeared to have
been hit by a flame thrower. Still, a
plant near the fourth one hardly
was singed.”’

The Tucson-based Aerial Phe-
nomena Research Organization
concluded that Christiansen proba-
bly did see some kind of UFO.

® The most famous UFO abduc-
tion case in Arizona occurred in
1975.

Travis Walton, according to re-
ports filed with the Navajo County
Sheriff’s Department, was tran-
sported aboard an unidentified fly-
ing object near Heber in November

1975 and spent five days as the
guest/prisoner of seven beings.

Walton and six other loggers had
spent the day thinning trees with
chainsaws in the Apache-Sit-
greaves National Forest and were
on their way home when they no-
ticed a yellowish glow through a
growth of pine trees. As they ap-
proached a clearing, the loggers
later told investigators that they
were stunned to see a glowing ob-

iect hovering 15 to 20 feet above a
pile of tree trimmings.

Walton jumped out of the truck
and began walking toward the ob-
ject.

The loggers said that a beeping
noise came from the glowing object
and then a narrow ray of intense,
greenish-blue light came from the
object and struck Walton, lifting
him about a foot off the ground.

The other crewmen, terrified,
sped from the scene in the truck.
After retreating about a quarter-
mile, the loggers returned to the
clearing and Walton had disap-
peared.

Five days later, Walton called his
sister’s home and said he was in a
telephone booth at a Heber service
station. Walton’s brother and
brother-in-law found him slumped
in the telephone booth.

Walton told his family that the
light beam that hit him knocked him
unconcious. He awoketo find him-
self lying on a table in a room with
an apparatus of some sort resting on
his lower chest.

LG o

Standing over him were three
hairless beings, all about 5 feet tall,
with large eyes and small noses,
mouths and ears. They were
dressed in loose-fitting coveralls of
an orange-tan color.

Scared, Walton said he hit one of
the beings with the back of his arm.
The beings decided against further
confrontation and left.

Walton said he went out the door
and found a second room. In that
room, he experimented with a chair
with a lever built into the left arm

and series of push-buttons and a
screen on the right arm.

Walton said later, three more
human-appearing beings dressed in
light blue clothing placed an object
resembling an oxygen mask over
his face and he lost consciousness.

He awoke on a hard surface and
looked up to see a disc-shaped ob-
ject rising into the sky above him.
The hard surface was a road outside
of Heber.

Five of the six loggers who were
with Walton the night he disap-
peared passed a polygraph test that
concluded that they did see some
object that they believed to be a
UFO.

In this case, APRO concluded
that Walton was telling the truth.
But many experts, including the
editor of Aviation Week and Space
Technology believed that the Wal-
ton abduction was a hoax.

® The most recent major UFO
sighting in the Tucson area oc-
curred the night of Oct. 7, 1985.

Federal Aviation Administration
radar operators at Tucson Interna-
tional Airport that night reported
tracking about 15 groups of air-
craft, at least 60 in all, as they flew
from the Avra Valley area in the
southwest, across the city, and out
through Redington Pass northeast
of Tucson. :

The UFOs also were seen by vari-
ous residents across the city. One

" witness said that one big UFO

slowly flew about 500 feet over her
head. She said it was cigar-shaped,
had a light on each side, and had a
fuselage like an Army transport
plane.

Officials at Davis-Monthan Air
Force Base and at other military
installations in Arizona have said
that no military exercises were
under way during the aerial dis-
play.

To this day, no one has been able
to explain what the objects were or
where they came frora.
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Yorkshire has been identified as a hotspot for the UFO. SUSAN MITCHELL investigates

N4

Pie in the sky . . .or rea
visitors from space?

A

RE

A WOMAN from Wah3field who
stood and watched as a saucer
shaped object carrying three silver
suited spacemen landed in her
garden may not have been
imagining things, according to
UFO researchers.

In fact they say Yorkshire has
become a hotspot for UFOs and
experts are so keen to investigate
sightings that they have launched
a 24-hour UFO hotline for the
region.

ne Yorkshire family contacted

- the UFO enthusiasts after seeing a
dazzling blue and white spacecraft
above the Al near Grantham.

When they pulled into a lay-by to

investigate the object disappeared.
CA-DA3 LOS ANGELES HERAWD
EXAWMWMER
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Fiery object in sky
reported by dozens
in San Diego vicinity
IR S50 iog e it e

saw 3 fireha ing from
the skies in broad dayli

yesterday, and authorities said it
may have been a meteorite.
. “We’ve had calls from every-
':ere in the county,” said U.S.
est Service dispatcher John
Steadman. “People say they saw
something bright plunging down”
about 11 a.m.
+ In Riverside County, callers
“called it anything from a fireball
to a meteor,” said fire dispatcher
Bruce McJunkin.
“ The Jet Propulsion Laboratory
determined it was not a man-made
space object, said spokeswoman
ary Beth Murrill.

FAA investigator Scott Crosier
said two pilots reported seeing
“something that was described as a
bright light.”

It is claimed that the first flying
saucer in modern times was
identified on June 24, 40 years ago,
when Mr Kenneth Arnold, a pilot,
spotted nine bizarre objects zig-
zagging over the mountains on
America’s west coast.

He described them as: “a chain
of saucer-like things” and they
became dubbed “flying saucers.”
In an attempt to solve the mystery

he later wrote a book called “The
Coming of the Saucers”.

Since then there have been
thousands of sightings of objects
ranging from f{lying saucers to
ciﬁars, triangles, rectangles,
spheres, blimps, tops and lights.

And reports have not just come
from people walking dogs at
closing time — doctors, business
executives, police, servicemen and
even the former United States
President, Mr Ji Carter,
claimed to have spotted UFOs.

The co-ordinator of the UFO
hotline, Mr Philip Mantle, of
Batley, a member of the British

UFO Research Organisation,
believes that thousands of people
have experienced Encounters of
the Third Kind — actual contact
betvzeen people and alleged alien
cr.

“The 24-hour hotline, which
covers Yorkshire, Derbyshire and
Lancashire, should encourage Peo-
ple to come forward and tell us
what they have seen. We can then
begin the grocess of investiga-
tion,” he said.

Yorkshire, he says, is particu-
larly renowned for its UFO
sightings: “We have had reports of
startling lights coming from the

sky in South Yorkshire and of

circular objects spotted in Leeds:
North Yorkshire is also very good
for sightings.”

Past mysteries include bright
shapes seen over Carleton Moor,
near Skipton; three large white
glowmg balls of light seen mid-way

etween Skipton and Grassington
and reports of white lights moving
from a valley in Halifax.

In Leeds two 14-year-old girls
reported seeing a large cluster of
lights as they played in Meanwood
Valley. A grey low-flying object
landed on the grass and then, with

a low humming noise, took off
again.

‘“Yorkshire is known as
something of a hotspot for UFQ'’s
and we have been amazed by the
response we have had from people
— we are busy investigating all
reports,” said Mr Mantle.

Some reports turn out to be
clouds, meteors, aircraft, ball
lightning, lighthouses, tricks of
the light, reflections, the planet
Venus, alcohol, hallucinations, and
even badgers.

Others are harder to explain
away — in 1976 a fighter pilot

chased a UFO the size of a Boeing
707 across the skies above Tehran.

He described it as an intensely
brilliant object with flashing
lights. Suddenly a smaller bright
object descended from it and
rushed towards him at unbeliev-
able speed. -

He attempted to fire a missile,
but all his weapons and communi-
cation systems suddenly failed.

The smaller object rejoined the
mother ship which landed on the
ground casting a glow up to two
‘miles around it.

This comes not from a science
fiction movie but straight from the
Eages of a CIA report which was

ept secret until the enactment of
the Freedom of Information Act.

_ According to Mr Mantle this is
just one of maxg" sightings which
are kept from the public’s atten-
tion: “We have set up the hotline
so that people can come straight to
us.”

The hotline number is 0924
444049.
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UFO buff
v NASA!

NORMAN LARENCE is a man with a mis-
sion. The Croydon space buff is determincd
to uncover the truth about UFOs and he h..

up an organisation that he hopc.

A MYSTERY object
with flashing lights
has been spotted
hovering over Ket-
tering, but police are
baffled as to what it
might be.

The unidentified flying
object was sighted by
| several people on Sunday
} night including Noel

Ginns, from Federation
Avenue, Desborough, and
his wife Jose.

He told the ET: “It was
nine minutes past ten
when my wife spotted
flashing lights in the sky to
the west of Kettering. It
couldn’t have been an
aeroplane as they were
stationary.

“Ten minutes

later I

rang Kettering police to
report it and they said
they’d already had a
number of calls about it
and were trying to find out
what it was.” z

Mr Ginns’
John Marlow, also saw it
and said:"T thought it could
have been a large airship.”

After about 15 minutes
the UFO began to move
slowly towards Desbor-
ough, said Mr Ginns, who
by this time was watching
through his binoculars.
“There was a dark blur, a
white flashing light
underneath and what
appeared to be cabin lights
on the left hand side. I
could hear an engine which
wasn’t very loud. It

- Sightings

sounded like a propellor-
driven thing.”

The object disappeared
from view in the direction
of Market Harborough at

about 1lpm, said Mr
neighbour, Ginns.
Rothwell couple Clive

and Teresa Austin spotted
the UFO above the town at
about 10pm.

Mrs Austin, of Magellan
Close, said: “It really was
amazing. I have never seen
anything like it.

‘It was massive,
hovering just under the
clouds. It was making a
droning noise.”

Kettering police said
they had no record of any
calls about the UFO and
they did not know what it
was.

be able to challenge NASA. th.
nautics and Space Administra-

, who lives in Addiscombe, is convinced
een covering up UFO sitings and he wants

d OFSEF, the Organisation for Facts

on Space Exploration Findings, to research the world «

baffl

His aim is to
challenge NASA. through —
the courts if necessary.

“l don’t expect we'll
ever understand UFOs in
my lifetime, but I am de-
termined to get to the bot-
tom of what is known,”
said Mr Larence. '

“Ther.e. have been too
many sitings to be dis-
missed. There was a report
recently that a Jumbo
cargo plane of Japan Air-
line’s was buzzed for half
an hour by a cigar-shaped
craft.

. “The American authori-
ties had hoped to keep it
under wraps but the Japan-
€se crew had other ideas
and the Americans were
forced to admit that the
object had been picked up
by their radar. So what was
it? Why all the secrecy?”

. _Anyone interested in
Joining Mr Larence’s quest
for the truth should write
to him at OFSEF, The
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UFO with black lines and a lid! ——

STRANGE goings-on in the dead of
night are confusing and intriguing Wal-
soken pensioner Mrs Eva Mann.

So much so that she is appealing for anyone
who may have witnessed what she can describe
only as an unidentified flying object hovering
over the fens, to come forward to back up her
siting.

Mrs Mann (70), of Legge-Bourke Court, cannot
convince herself she was dreaming and has set her
alarm clock to the early hours of the morning, in an

| Rocks

, , St John’s Road,
! Matlock, Derbyshire.
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attempt to see the sight again.

HexP vigil started on the night of July 8th, when she
awoke at 1.45am. , )

I looked out of the window, as 1 always do,’ she said
“and I saw a fascinating and extremely bright light in
the sky.”

She' thought it was the moon at first, but soon
realised that the large light was moving and changing
shape. .

“F;‘: began to move slowly away and two ,t'xonzon‘tal
black lines appeared at the top and bottom,™ she said.
“That left a light showing in the middle, which was
now the shape of a mushroom with a smaller lid shape

\48?2

on top.”

In ‘;n effort to clear her mind, Mrs Mann made
herself a cup of tea, but returned-to the window to see
the object moving further away, and gradually disap-

pearing. . , )

*“I’m not psychic in any way, and I'm not a fanciful
person but I know I wasn’t dreaming,” she said.

She decided after speaking to her scientist son-in-
law, to find out if anyone else had seen it, but so far, she
said, her siting had been greted with scepticism. _

“‘I don’t want people to think I'm a little peculiar. I
would just like to hear an explanation,” said Mrs
Mann.

Ing mysteries which he thinks gnay be linked. 1!
Bermuda Tnangle, the Pyramids, and even religion.
€ 1n a strong enough position by 1997 |
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theory as corn
circles return

By Philip Bowern

MYSTERIOUS circles in
the cornfields and a
strange light in the sky
look set to spark off a
new outbreak of UFO-
mania in the West.

Flattened ‘areas of barle
appeared in a field beneat
Wiltshire’s famous Westbury
White Horse — at the same
time as a weird red light was
spotted flying directly over the
area.

And now sky-watchers from all
over Britain, who flocked to West
Wiltshire in the 1960s and:70s; could
be attracted back by fresh “evidenee”
of extra-terrestrial visitors.

Spacemen

The circles in the corn, on land
farmed by Mr Peter Gale, are seen as
landing marks made by the spacemen
and the light, spotted by Community
Centre manageress Molly Hopkins,
could be their flying saucer.

Grandmother Mrs Hopkins, aged

56, saw the peculiar bright light from’

her garden in Trowbridge last
Saturday night. “I'm no schmutz, I'm
not going to say there are UFOs or
there aren’t,” she said.

“To my mind these things have
been seen in the area and somebody
knows what these rings in the corn
are — but if there is an explanation
why won't they say?”

She said the light was directly over
the Westbury hills which she can see
clearly from her home in Alder Close

24

Was ET here? A strangecircleina West field

and it was not an army flare or a
mee

“I wouldn’t really have thought any
more about it if I hadn’t heard about
these rings. 1 felt excited and wrnoua
about it rather than frightened,” she
said.

Sceptical farmers in the area belive
hoaxérs could be walking in a circle
with chains or ropes to make the
marks in their crops. Another theory
is that flocks of crows could be re-
sponsible.

But the light in the sky remains a
mystery.

Despite the proximity of Sslisbury
Plain with its military manouvres, a
spokeswoman for the Army said there
were no exercises on the night in
question.

T y'\:



