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THREE West Country women this week 
told the extraordinary _story of their 'close 
encounters' with1a UFO. 

The shop assistants say they have seen the 
strange craft an amazing 20 times Jlnd even claim 
that on one occasion it followed their car. .·--, ' 

So mesmerised are they by their weird experiences 
that they regularly stay up until the early hours of the 
~orning w~iting for the object to return. 

And they are not alone. No less 
than 11 other people in South De­
von also claim to have seen the 
UFO during the past few weeks. 

Stranger still is that none of the 
people who say they have seen the 

- UFO says it has any defined shape. 
And all of them say it is totally si­
lent. 

The women, aged 20, 25 and 27, 
agreed to talk io the Sunday Inde­
pendent on condition we did not 
reveal their names. 

One said: 'People will think we 
are crazy.' : 

But the women, who live in the 
Teignmouth area, were anxious to 
tell their story. 

It starts about six weeks ago 
when they were returning from a 

(I 

- . 

Women claim: H lollawed our car 
trip to Torquay. They were driving Another week passed with the hovering ·above the water. 
through Shaldon. when they spot- by MIKE BEEVERS three patiently. waiting for the 'When he he(lded for home_about 
ted a strange obiect m the sky. It UFO to return a third time. twohourslateroneof\lswasreally_ 
ha~ red, green. and ~hite lights was driving alone towards Teign- Then it re-appeared in the sky suffering from shock. And it 
which flashed mtermitently and mouth when she saw the 'thing' over Stokeinteignhead and, since seemed to follow us home.' . 
~~vered above the area for about again. This time she flashed her car that third visit, they claim to have The three are almost ma~r: ~ -

hour. headlamps and indicators and she seen it about 20 times. fact a~ou~ all the ot~er iu.ghtmgs. 
'We were simply curious. Not was certain the object flashed Three weeks ago they were On~ ~aid: ~e have got t() ca~ on 

surpri.singly when I got home my back. parked in the ~oint c~r park wh~n . waiting for it. In a funny way it_ has 
mum Just laughed,' said one of the 'It had about 20 lights of diffe- 'we saw the lights, hke great big almost become part of our evenings 
women. rent· colours and I am sure it was stars moving. It was sort· of round out. 

A week later one of the three answering me,' she said. with flashing white lights and was Disappeared 

OTHER SIGHTINGS SO FAR 
'But at the same time it petrifies 

us. We are upset by it. all and still 
can't really believe it.' 
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THE current spate of UFO sightings over 
South Devon Is the biggest since 1980. 

Most of the recent reports started on Tues­
day September 15. With a total of 14 people 
saying they had seen a UFO during the past 
few weeks the sightings rival June, July and 

August 1980 when a similar number con­
tacted local newspapers with their strange 
tales. The best-known UFO sighting In the 
area was In 1966 when dozens of people saw 
a cone-shaped object hovering over Tor­
quay harbour. 

One of the women recently 
bought a new car. When they saw 
the UFO yet again the transmission 
suddenly refused to work. Yet 
when it disappeared the car was 
back to normal. 

\I 



' .on another occasion 
• ' they were waiting for it I 
1 •in two cars. When it 
, '. appeared over the Shal-

1 
f don area both tempera­
~,ture gauges shot up. 
' None of the women 
~· drinks and all described 

themselves as ' non­
believers' on the subject 
of UFOs. 

They have tried to get 
proof of their sightings. 
On Tuesday this week 
they took 10 snaps of the 
object from Bishop­
steignton. But when the 
film was developed not 
one came out. 

During the first few 
weeks of their sightings 
they took friends with 
them in the car. But each 
time they had a fourth 
person with them the ob­
ject failed to appear. 

On Tuesday they 
stayed out all night, each 
taking a day off work on 
Wednesday to catch up 
on some sleep. 

Meanwhile they are de­
termined to continue 
their vigil. 'We have no 
idea what will happen, 
nor do we really have any 
idea what we want to 
happen. But we will car­
ry on whatever happens,' 
said one. 

.., Ilk• 111'111'1 

1 THE three West 
country women who 
•last week told the 

I amazing- . ·9tery- --C)f 
! their 'close encoun-
1 ters' with a UFO 
have reacted angrily 
to reports that the· 
craft were Navy heli­
copters: . 

And their extraordin­
ary tale has been backed 
up by no less that 30 peo­
ple who also claim to 
have seen strange.objects 
in the sky, at exactly the 
same time. 

UFO enthusiasts are so 
excited by the recent . 
sightings that they ha~ 
compiled a 16-page dos­
sier which they intend to 
release today. They claim 
it is the most comprehen­
sive proof of UFO's in 
West Country skies yet. 

The three women, who 
agreed to tell their story 
to the Sunday Indepen­
dent on condition that we 
did not reveal their 
names, were enraged by 
the claims aUe.r last 
week's i8sue that their 
Ul'O's were only militaey 
helicopters. 

'It's just a big cover­
up', said one. 

"lbose reports are a 
load of junk. There is no 
way. what we saw were 
helicopters. They don't 
flash back at you. We 
know what we saw and 

we've seen the lights 
again since. 

'They don't make the 
slightest sound so how 
can they be aircraft or 
helicopters? I can only 
think the Navy fear mass 
panic if people really find 

· out what is up there', she 
said 

The dossier is a collec­
tion · O'f - -e_ye-witness 
accounts of a number of 
UFOs seen between Ex- I 
mouth and Plymouth be­
tween 10.30pm on Au­
gust 4 and 2am the fol­
lowing day. 

Mr Bob Boyd, chair­
man of .the Plyinouth 

, UFO Research Group, 
said that only ~ bad 
the full extent of the 

a 

l sigbtmgs become known. 
Among those who saw 

the strange craft were 
seven amateur astronom-
ers, . all out that night 
studying the stars, an ex­
RAF navigator and an 
officer at the Ministry of 
Defence. 

The Plymouth group 
· bas received 15 com­
pleted report forms from 
10 different locations. 

All the reports describe 
two huge delta-shaped 

obje~ts,_ occasionally 
merging into one mass of 
lights. 
. But the most extraor­

dinary sighting was from 
retired Exmouth man Mr 
Gordon Baker who de­
scribed the UFO as like 'a 
flying fairground' and 
who has drawn a detailed 
sketch of the craft. ¥-According to the UFO 
group, military, civil air­
port and Ministry of De­
fence explanations of the 
sightings have been 
vague and contradictory. 

According to RNAS 
Culdrose there were no 
night-flying Sea King 
beli~ters in the sky on 
the night of the majority 
of the sightings. 

But a spokeswoman 
did say there were Sea 
Kings in the Teignmouth 
area four of five nights a 
week over the past two 
months. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Royal Naval base at Port­
land denied reports that 
they had dismissed the 
sightings as naval heli­
copters. 
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Mysterious booms 
keep experts guessing The .. giantgasbubbleeburped 

By Paul Jennewein 
Star-News Correspondent 

What causes the mysterious booms 
that have been baftling and rattling 
coastal residents for more than 100 
years? . 

Is it u_ro~ . large hunks of the COJ?-b­
nental Slielf breaking off, gas escaping 
from underwater garbage or underwater 
explosions? 

The rumblings have mystified people 
living near coasts or lakes for hundreds 
of years. Blasts, such as those heard two 
weeks ago in New Hanover and Bruns­
wick counties, have puzzled people from 
Connecticut to South Carolina in recent 
years. 

The blasts have been blamed on sonic 
booms. They are often reported as a dou­
ble-thud, similar to aircraft breaking the 
sound barrier. 

National weather service records, 
however, show the blasts occurred before 
the turn of the century- long before the 
time of jets. Weather observers called the 

phenomenon "Seneca guns" or "zee­
fahrts," the latter term contributed by 
seamen from Holland. 

The U.S. Geological Survey has had 
reports down through the years from the 
Finger Lakes region of New York (from 
where the Seneca guns term came), the 
Midwest, New England, Florida, Austra­
lia and the Middle East. 

Coastal dwellers in the 1800s reported 
the sounds to the weather service, won­
dering whether the Navy was having 
gunnery practice offshore or ships blow­
ing up. Most incidents occurred in cool or 
cold weather. 

Weathermen noted that in all cases 
high atmospheric pressure was present. 

Booms heard in the area Oct. 20 and 
21 rattled windows. Such blasts have led 
to speculation of minor earthquakes, but 
Geological Survey scientists in the past 
could find no correlation. 

Scientists made a comprehensive 
study in 1977 and 1978, as a result offive 
blasts that seemed to come from a point 

off the New Jersey coast on Dec. 2,· into the air could ignite by static 
1977. The final boom sounded like a electricity or other means to pro­
clap of thunder to one scientist, but duce the explQ.Sions, he said. Cornell 
h "ced l"gh · ~ ·t research~ found that every earth­

e noti no l tmng p i . quake is accomparu· ed by these gas 
A form.er naval officer sai it 

soURded like an eight-inch gun. But releases and in some cases preceded 
the Pentagon said no naval activity by them. 
was involved. An accidental mili- "We have evidence of hundreds of 
tary detonation seemed unlikely in those episodes occurring over the 
view of repeated occurences. earth, recorded for hundreds of 

Supersonic entry of a meteorite years," Gold said. "These events 
into the atmosphere was also ruled seem more likely to make explosive 
out because of the repeated occur- noises over y,'ater than over land, 
rences. The director of the Center where luminous displays seem more 
for UFO Studies said _no reported common than over water." 
sightings were connected with the He discounted a related theory 
occurrences. Allen Hynek of North- .that the booms came from flamma­
western University, the center's di- ble gas generated by water treat­
rector, said it was "apparently a ment sludge deposits and garbage 
perfectly natural phenomenon that collecting on the ocean floor. 
has been reported for centuries." Recent development and discov-

The microbarograph (an instru- d fi 
ment that can detect fluctuations in eries of volcanic rifts an issures 
the atmosphere) at the Columbia beneath the sea· floor have ad~~d 
University Geological Observatory fuel to Gold's attributions. The re­
recorded the final Dec. 2 blast. Seis- cent PBS film depicted in cartoon 
mic stations in New England and form how one of the gas bubbles 
one at the Brunswick Nuclear Plant vented from a volcanic crack along 
in Southport also recorded the ef- the Atlantic Rift traveled upward. 
feet. They noted the recordings at As it rises from the sea floor, the gas 
the times it would have taken the expands, the water being less dense 
atmospheric shock waves to travel as it nears the surface. When the 
to those points from a point off New bubble reaches the atmosphere, like 
Jersey. an expanding balloon, it bursts, 

Evidence pointed to the blasts oc- causing an explosion. 
curring in the atmosphere. This dis- At sea, the gas travels faster and 
counted the theory that the bombs and faster as it nears the surface, so 
were caused by pieces of the Conti- the explosion and the resulting 
nental Shelf falling off and landing shock wave is in the atmosphere, 
200 or more feet down with a thud. not the water surface. Because of its 

A . recent Public Broadcasting sire and its proximity to the water, 
· Service film on underwater volcanic a double thud is heard - from the 

action may have solved the mys- front of the bubble to the back, or 
tery. At least one scientist suggest- from the sound, through the water 
ed a cause in 1978 that coincides and then .from the air. 
with the solution suggested by the It need not be flammable , just 
film. big; probably a mile or more by the 

Thomas Gold, director of Cornell time it reaches the surface. Its ex­
University's Center for Radio- pansion at tremendous speed as it 
physics and Space Research, in broke the surface would be suffi-
1978 attributed the booms to meth- cient to create the shock wave in 
ane gas venting fronr~cks in tht~ high atmospheric pressure that 
earth's surface. would be felt or heard for miles. The 

sound would also travel faster and 
faster in water near the surface. 

Dutch seamen in sailing craft be­
fore the turn of the Century may 
have witnessed the giant bubbles 
bursting on the surface, thus giving 
the phenomenon the name of zee-
fahrt, or sea-burp. ~ 
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Author recounts tales of visits 

By AMY La ROCHE 
Staff Writer 

NORTH HA VEN - "Oh, no. Not again." 
"Leave me alone." 
"Get away from me." . 
The voice on the tape seems so full of fear, 

it's chilling. It belongs to a Minnesota man in 
his 50s. He is hypnotized and supposedly reliv­
ing an encounter author Budd Hopkins said 
many people have experienced: abduction by 
aliens. 

Hopkins and a handful of other experts 
appeared here over the weekend for a two-dar, 
conference called "The UFQ Experience. ' 
Hundreds of people from around the country 
registered for the $100 event, which featured 

· topics like "How to Report a UFO Sighting" 

and "The UFO Ab<luctee and the Psychiatrist.'~ 
For the past 12 years, Hopki~s, author ~f 

"Missing Time" and "Intruders,' has chroni­
cled the experiences of people ~ho feel they've 
been used in -experiments by ahens. Those peo­
ple come from all walks of life, he said - o~e 
is a tough New York City d_etective, another is 
a psychiatrist, still another is a homemaker. 

Hopkins said the same people are ofte.n ~b­
ducted repeatedly after bein~ "tagge~" with 
microscopic devices that are mse~ted mto the 
body, often through an ear or nostril. 

A woman Hopkins interyiewed ~id she got a 
"sick" feelirig one day while watching a nat~re 
program that showed. a polar bea~ ~emg 
tagged by a group of scientists._ She. said it re-

m~nded her of the time she was "tagged" by 
ah ens. 

"I think all we are is a bunch of animals to 
these t>E;ings,' '. she wrote in a letter to Hopkins. 

_Hopk~ns said Sunday that a sample of amni­
otic fluid drawn from an English woman con­
tained a minute chip. It was created with tech­
nology beyond the range of humans, he said. 
The baffled doctor who found the chip asked in 
a tec!tnic_al journaJ that any computer expert 
or scientist who knew what it was or how it 
w~ made, write in with the answer, Hopkins 
said. . · · 
. The - c~ip cou!d be "the world's tiniest smok­
ing gun, he said. A new procedure that regis­
ters foreign bodies in human tissue may fur­
ther assist UFO researchers who believe that . 

aliens implant devices into their human sub-
jects, Hopkins said. · 

Many people are unaware that they've been 
abducted, said Hopkins, who drew up a ques­
tjonnaire on the topic that will appear in ·a fu­
ture issue of "Omni" magazine. He called that 
lack of awareness "The Skeleton Key Effect." 

People who have unexplained, "odd phobias" 
discover the cause only after being hypnotized 
and allowed to remember the painful experi­
ence of abduction, Hopkins said. 

One woman Hopkins interviewed recently 
said one day as a child she was digging up an 
anthill when she came upon a clus~r of eggs. 

aboard UFOs 
". 

(From Page One) probed by-the aliens, which commu-
. She "hated" those eggs, he said. Un- nicate with their human subjects 
der hypnosis, she learned that the telepathically, Hopkins said. 
.eggs resembled the shiny, grayish- The man whose voice is on the 
white heads of three aliens she saw tape that Hopkins played to the 

· '"~tanding outside her window one large, attentive audience a t the 
night, Hopkins said. Ramada Inn on Sunday, was com­
~ · 1l'hat Wbman allowed her name to pelled to walk into his back yard one 
:~ used, but Hopkins said most peo- night. 
· ple want to be ar1onymous; of the 160 · At first he sounds calm as he re­
:·he's interviewed or written about, · lates the experience; suddenly his 
only ~ii let their names be used. breathing becomes rapid and he is in 

He sho~ed slides of sketches by a panic. When Hopkins asks what he 
·people who say they've been abduct- sees, the man responds: "The little 
ed. The sketches all show creatures guys." 

: with big heads, large, black eyes and 
-small, almost non-existent mouths. 
:The pictures were drawn by people 
•who never met each other, he said, 
: yet they show striking similarities. 
-The aliens are short, coming to the 
-. chest on an average adult, he said. 

: : A woman wtio attends a support 
: group in New York City for people 
·. who believe they've been abducted 
. made a sculpture of one alien she 
: said she's seen more than once. The 
• alien in the sculpture is looking up. 
; Hopkins &aid he asked the woman 

1 
.- why she depicted it that way. The an-

1 ~ swer she gave was simple, Hopkins 
• said: The alien is shorter than the 
: woman so it's always looking up at 
: her. 

~ The abductees also re~rt similar 
~ experiences: they "float' to a craft, 
: where they are put on an table and · 

STRANGE LIGHTS 
SEEN IN SKY 

Reports of strange red and 
green lights being seen in the 
sky northwest of Marquette, 
Ia ., were made Sept. 25. 
according to Prairie du Chien 
police officer James Rider. He 
said a Prairie du Chien citizen 
had seen the lights , which 

He seems familiar with them and 
says at one point, "I don't want to go 
again." 

Hopkins said he doesn't know why 
aliens would abduct people but it's 
possible they're using human cells to 
bolster their own genetic systems, 
which have "evolved to a dead end." 
He said 21 people he's interviewed 
reported seeing "hybrid" babies. 
Those people said they'd been ab­
ducted earlier and had sperm or eggs 
taken from their bodies, Hopkins 
said. 

Hopkins said people who've been 
abducted suffer partly because no 
one else believes their stories. But 
that's changing, he added. 

"There are now stirrings around 
the country" that UFOs are a "phe­
nomenon that must be examined." 

were verified by another 
officer and a dispatcher on 
duty. There were no planes , 
weather balloons or military 
aircraft in the area at the time 
of the sighting. 

... -
/
!Boscobel (Wis.) DIAL 

Oct. 8, 1987 
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See~and 
Heard in Our Neighborhood 

RECENT REPORTS of sightings After eliminating all other con-
of UFOs unidentified fl iE..&_ siderations, Davis said he was 
ob 'ects y resi en 

0 
an area convinced the unidentified objects 

southeast of Muncie have con- must be e11tperimental -aircraft, and 
founded and frightened some, but a Fl ' he describes one in particular that 
Muncie man believes he might have oyd seems to fit many of the descrip-
an explanation for at least a portion Creech tion~. 
of the reports. It is called the MP-18 Dragon and 

In a 7-page typewritten letter, is made by a West Coast company, 
Ervin Davis of 3625 N. Miami Ave. the Phalanx Corp. Davis said this 
says he has spent considerable time aircraft was featured in the 
analyzing reports of mysterious November 1986 edition of Air 
objects in the sky in the Parker . . . Combat magazine, published in 
City-Selma area during daylight a~i"!als, and his dog barked at it., It Canoga Park, Calif. In his letter, he 
and night hours, and he offers a , did~ t have pr~p~llers an~ no Jet included copies of artists' sketches 
possible explanation. , engmes wer~ visible, and it made of the strange-looking craft. 

"Let's look at one report I've only a.hummi~g sound., maybe from One, enhanced by artist Gary 
encountered several times in the the wmd commg off it. Thomas for The Star, appears today 
past 3 or more years, as told to me i "I. noted the ~.ime of this flight," ! on Page 5. 
by residents living in the Parker Davis r~ports, and contacted our The magazine article reports the 
City-Selma area," he writes. · local a~r controllers, . Selma and craft costs $1.5 million to build, 

"Each report was about some- Reese airp?rts, th.e Nation~} Guard, weighs 2,230 pounds empty with a 
thing flying real low to the ground, .Bunker Hill [Grissom Air Force gross weight of 5,830 pounds; is 20 
real slow like it had to crash Base] and even some friends in the feet long, 6 feet high; has a payload 
because no airplane could go that military, including one who works of 3,600 pounds; a range of 2,600 
slow and still stay in the air. Then it on new aerospace designs, all of · mile~; rate of climb of 50,000 feet 
just stopped dead in the air for whom reported no experimental 1 per minute; a noise level of 88 
awhile, and then turned to the right aircraft or other flights in that area ·decibels, and accelerates from zero 
and went in a straight line over to , at that time." to 60 mph in 2.7 seconds. 
my neighbor's house where they Davis said he ruled out frequent Davis said the craft is of the 
saw it. Then without turning like low-level flights by A-10 jets from "stealth" type, making it invisible 
airplanes do, it just zoomed off to , Grissom AFB and National Guard on radar beyond a quarter-mile. It 
the right again, but at a faster helicopters he said were used by can hover., fly backwards, forwards 
speed and without leaning. It just state and local police to search for and sideways, up or down and zoom 
made a square turn instantly and illegal drug (pot) growing, then off at 2.5 mach at 60,000 feet with 
zoomed off so fast it was out of turned to other considerations. : an 80,000 foot operational ceiling. 
sight in a couple of seconds. "One thing is for sure - if UFOs 1 It is a take-off on the VTOL 

"Both observers said they saw originate outside our earth, what (vertical takeoff and land) aircraft 
this UFO several times over a 3- the hell is around here worth their that have been in the military 
year period and reported no sounds interest? Just tuning into our TV or inventory for several years he said. 
coming from it, even when it was .' radio frequencies would seem "Could this possibly expl~in some 
overheard at an estimated distance j enough to ward off even the most of the UFO reports in that area?" 
of less than 50 feet. They did note a earnest visitor from any far-off Davis asked. 
slight humming sound when it was 

1 
location; in fact, if I were a UFO Maybe so, Mr. Davis, maybe so. 

closest to them. 1 occupant and noted all the hostili- But it's hard for me to visualize an 
"A man I work with heard me ties on earth, I'd just place' a detour aircraft that can hover then zoom 

W1 sign out in space to alert other off at 2.5 mach. And why hasn't the 
talking about a new military air- space travelers to find a more military grabbed it up if it can do 
craft design I had read about and .. peaceful study group. So let's rule , all these things? 
took me aside, asking me not to out U~Os f?r the moment." And finally, why would anyone 
repeat this to other co-workers as Davis said he also ruled out select the Parker City-Selma area 
he didn't want to be teased about it, pranks that had been played on over all other areas of the globe to 
but was most interested in finding county roads at various times by test such a craft? 
out what had been flying over his I . .. · . ·. . . I It's an interesting speculation _ 
farm for several weeks. teenagers - m one case, they as worthy of consideration as any 
..-He said the UFO looked like wrapped a large rubber doll in foil 1 other. But let's keep our options 

maybe one or two people could flt · and attached fish lines to it so it ' open and continue to look for more 
il'lside. It has two sm.all wings in the would hover over a road. When the logical explanations, OK? 
front near the nose and something headlights of cars would shine off 
like wings along the .side that a·re the foil-wrapped doll, they let it Floyd Creech is a contributing 
thin and don't look like wings - in . · ascend into the sky, leaving motor- · writer to Our Neighborhood. 
fact it doesn't look like it could fly ists scratching their heads as to · · n-i 0 s" 
at all. He said it passed low over what they had seen -
the barn while he was feeding his . ~ co N'r NG~ I v t.lr.:..r::: 



Sketch for The Muncie Star by Gary Thomas 

Have You Seen This Aircraft? 
This sketch of what is supposedly an . 

experimental aircraft is offered as a possible 
explanation for persistent reports of UFOs in 
the Parker City-Selma area. The sketch is 

based on material contained in an article about 
the aircraft in the November 1986 Air Combat 
magazine. The aircraft is described in Our 
Neighborhood on Page 4 today. ~ 

UFO research deals 
in human frailties 
By TIM NORRIS 
of The Journal staff 

S
EEING, WHEN IT comes to 
UFOs, is not necessarily bellev-
ln~: .. . . . . . 

Lacking undisputed physical evi­
dence, nearly every UFO accou~t 
made public Is based aliDo&tentlrely 
on eyewitness accounts. And eyewit­
ness accounts, says a man who has 
made them his life's work, are noto­
riously unreliable. 

"People are prone to all sorts of 
optical Illusions and can be deceived 
quite readily," says Steve Penrod, an 
associate professor of psychology at 
the University of Wisconsin - Madi· 
son, who specializes In eyewitness 
descriptions of crimes. · 

"We can misjudge distance and 
scale, size and speed·, color and 
shape." 

When people do not know what 
they are seeing, Penrod says, they 
borrow from their preconceptions. 
With UFOs - unidentified flying 
objects - experience offers plenty of 
them. Through films and books, fie· 
tlon and non-fiction, UFOs have 
become part of America's everyday 
life. 

A UFO was reported near 
Union Grove a year ago 

6 
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"I suspect that most people are 
not eager to see an unidentified fly­
ing object," Penrod says, "but when· 
ever an ahonialous sighting comes 
up, there are people prepared to 
Interpret It In that way, gather obser­
vations together and see something 
systematic happening out there, even 
without any compelling evidence." 

Most alien sightings show a pat­
tern: people in cars on lonely roads 
encounter bright lights. In abduction 
stories, people sometimes report 
blacking out and losing time, several 
hours or more. Through a technique 
called "hypnotic regression," UFO 
lnvestiptors have helped witnesses 
"recall events from this lost time. 

These events often Involve aliens 
taking them into saucers and con· 
ducting bodily examinations. 

. But hypnosis Itself can be faulty. 
Penrod says the detailed abduction 
stories may come, like dreams, from 
the subconscious. 

"There are very strong indications 
that hypnosis can prompt people to 
recall things that they did not see or 
experlence," he says. "If those hyp­
notic procedures have been conduct· 
ed by people who believe that these 

~ 

C<S \J'T NG(T ·~A6e 
~~~~~------------&...---



U Fo ~CS-EA Qc \-\ 
UJN'T 

subjects have experienced an abduc­
tion, that approach would have to be 
viewed with great suspicion." 

UFO researcher Don Schmitt 
agrees that hypnosis presents prob­
lems, but he points out that fully one 
in three people claiming abduction 
have a full waking memory of It. He 
adds that his group, the Center for 
UFO Studies based in Chicago, care­
fully monitors the use of hypnosis to 
avoid suggestion. 

"There have been so many cases 
with nearly identical descriptions," 
he says, "that you're either talking 
about a worldwide psychological 
problem or people are describing 
what they saw and experienced." 
· As for cases Involving· multiple 
witnesses, both Schmitt and Penrod 
agree, natural phenomena such as 
bright stars or planets, light diffract· 
ed by lee crystals, mirages, meteor­
ites or falling satellites would offer 
the same Images to one person or a 
hundred. They are less certain about 
multiple abductions. 

Penrod does not dismiss claims -0f 
UFO experiences, but he questions 
whether they reflect Inward or out­
ward realities. 

"It's very difficult to come to 
terms with these stories," Penrod 
says. "It's as though you have to 
engage In several levels of trust. The 
question Is, where do you invest your 
trust?" ~ 

UFO accounts 
put credibility 
on the line 
By TIM NORRIS 
of The Journal staff. 
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lfjl) pictures prompt calls 
GULF BREEZE ._ Pictures of what was labeled a glo_wiQg 

unidentified flying object published in the Nov. 18 edition of 
Tile sentlnel of Gulf Breeze have prompted a half-dozen 
residents to report similar sightings. 

Duane B. Cook. editor and publisher of the weekly. said 
Wednesday the photographed object looks like the top of the 
Space Needle in Seattle, but he hopes it's an alien spacecraft. 

Cook said an investigator from the state's Mutual Qf9 
Network will examine the three photos taken the night of 
Nov. 11 near town that appeared with a letter written by the 
anonymous photogra~her. ~ 

Bright 
lights, dark 

puzzles 
Imagine their confusion, they told These are the beneficiaries of UFO 

Schmitt, as they surmounted the next rise mania. The real victims, UFO researchers 
and realized that their "accident," arrayed suggest, are the people who see something 
40 or 50 feet between a pasture on one side they can't explain and find themselves 
and a soybean field on the other, appeared doubted and ridiculed. 
to be floating about 10 feet over the high­
way. The term UFO (unidentified flying 

object) Itself, coined in the late 1940s, says 
Their tires crunched on soybeans spllled nothing about outer space. But, thanks to a 

from harvesters as they pulled the car to a host of books and movies and a preoccupa­
stop on the right shoulder, directly under- tlon with space and national security In the 
neath the pulsating mass, and. . . . 1950s, It has become synonymous in public 

. thinking with flying saucers and little 
Hold on a mmute. This sounds like green invaders from other planets. 

another one' of those word-of-mouth UFO! 

A LONE. JUST PAST 11 p.m., on a stories, served as fact by the mass media / it also implies that the objects are hand­
mooniess October night a year ago for gobbling by a sensation-seeking public. I made (or tentacle-made), and UFO investi-
along a deserted stretch of US High- utor Schmitt, for one, balks at the notion. 

way 45 between Union Grove and Bristol.. Since citizens - eve~ trained observers l'ln the term UFO," he sa1s, "the U should 
something unexplained happened to a hus- and pubyc officials - fir~t reported cigar- . be underlined three times. 
band and wife drivina wearily home to I shaped mystery airs~lps over the South I . 
Waukesha from a bingo game in Antioch j and Midwest in 1896- 97, UFOs have pro- 1 Still, accounts of sightings and abd~c 
Ill ' vided a feast for popular consumption. No! tlons nearly always are detailed and heaVJly 

· J fewer than four new books deal with UFO! suggestive. The Waukesha couple, for 
Traffic had died away. Their late-model sightings and abductions, _with one of them,11nstance, spoke of staring up at an 

sedan mounted the crest of a hill just past "Communion" by Whitley Strleber, reach· immense, diamond-shaped object with an 
Spring Willow Farm, and, as they later told Ing the best-seller list earlier this year. underside crosshatched like a waffle iron. If 
Don Schmitt, an investigator from the Cen· they had stood on the car, they said, they 
ter for UFO Studies in Chi~o, they saw In could have touched It. 
the distance what they too for a massive 
car wreck: red and white lights flashing 
around a dark, vehicular mass. 
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UFO~'Witnesses ma be,Victims, 

After a minute or two, the pre­
SUJ?led object moved silently and 
swtftly away, disappearing beyond 
the treetops to the southwest, leaving 
the husband and wife shaken and 
disoriented. 

The pair, professional people con· 
cerned for their reputations, won· 
dered whether they should report the 
event. Maybe they had dreamed the 
whole thing. Maybe their subcon­
scious minds were crying for help. 
Maybe the whole thing arose out of a 
bad experience with a pizza. 

Don Schmitt and other investiga­
tors from the Center for UFO Studies 
in Chicago didn't" think so. They are 
people with other full-time jobs -
Schmitt works in Hubertus as a CODJ· 

to ' 

Journal photo by Benny Si'lU 

UFO authority Don Schmitt says a UFO was sighied in this rural area near Union Grove 

mercial artist - whose sideline is 
investigating UFO cases that have at 
least two credible witnesses, and 
they like to set themselves between 
scoffers and true believers. 

Beca11se fewer than two dozen of 
more than 200 "UFO -contactees" 
reported by the center hav~ been 
publicly identified and because the 
hypnotism used to retrieve most of 
the accounts of contact may unearth· 
fantasy as well as fact, mainstream 
scientists question the center's 
results. Most popular accounts are 
less critical, especially in plckirig up 
UFO stories from police reports. -

Since pilot and businessman Ken· 
netli Arnold first described sliver, 
crescent-shaped objects darting 
among mountain peaks near Yakima, 
Wash., In 1947, UFO stories .have 
found a ready market. Several sau· 
cer-viewers have made careers of 
their experiences, most notably the 
late George Adamski, since exposed 
as a fake, and Betty Hill, who with 
her late husband, Barney, became the 
most celebrated - and, possibly, the 
~ 

most bewildered and persecuted - . • Mo~ .. eyewitnesses among the 
of alleged UFO abductees. thousands who have reported sight· 

Outside the issue .of truth or fie· ings are found to be sane and normal, 
tlon, the popular appeal of UFOs is represent a rough cross-section of 
clear: the reassurance of identifying society and many of them suffer 
a "greater power," the outlet for genuine trauma. 
concerns about environment and war • Reports from Independent wit-
and helplessness and boredom, the nesses show a consisteijcy: People 
sometimes sex-spiced appeal of bug- describe events consistent with the 
eyed-monsters and adventures In out- idea of a su~rior civilization visiting 
er space, the thrill of a good mystery, Earth unobtrusively to "study life 

d h h t k . forms. 
an t e c ance o attac government • Whil 80 01 
as secretive and to indulge in a favor- e some 10 of cases can 
lte American pastime, conspiracy · be explained, 20% remain mysteri· 
theories. ous, and some of the physical evi-

The . hottest of these - revived · dence ;.... photographs, animal reac-
again after a raging controversy hi tions and the like - has not been 
the early 1970s - is the reported extilained. 
crash in 1947 of a saucer in the , • Our own space program proves 
desert near Roswell, N .M. Believers that a civilization can send probes 

1 
contend that the government recov· and passengers Into space, and even 
ered parts of an alien craft and four conservative scientists estimate that 
bodies and stored them at Wright· some 1,000 planets In our galaxy 
Patterson Air Force Base near Day- alone could contain Intelligent life. 
ton, Ohio, conspiring ever since to . Among the anti-alien arguments, 
hide the evidence because the human far more numerous, are: · 
race could not deal with feeling infe· • No one denies the possibility of 

life on other planets, but noted 
riorThe ·Air Force says, in effect, astron~mer Ca!l Sa~~~· amo~~!_h:_ 
"Space twaddle." ers, esumates that even if there were -

Beyond the quarrel between the 1 million advanced civilizations In 
"absolutists" of science and religion this galaxy, they would each have to 
- between barkers of reason and send- 10,000 missions a year just to 

1 hawkers of faith - the UFO debate find Earth among all the other possi· 
does show clear sets of arguments. ble landing places. · 
The pro-alien arguments, as set forth 
by British author John Rimmer in 
"The Evidence for Allen Abductions," 
include: 

Cl9N'T 'N6XT 
~1\~e 
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• Not one piece of conclusive 
physical evidence has been offered 
for public scrutiny. Fuzzy photo· 
graphs (why are they nearly always 
fuzzy?), shared visions, scorched 
earth, even odd surgical scars don't 
prove alien visitation. 

• Althougli reports are ·similar, 
details on home planets, spaceship 
design and alien appearance and 
accounts vary too widely to come 
from one set of visitors, and the 
notion of visitors from multiple plan· 
ets seems even less credible. 

• Many accounts seem related to 
centuries of myth and rumor and to 
human preoccupations rather than to 
the interests of an advanced, non-bu· 
man civilization. . 

Like every other alleged UFO 
sighting and abduction in history, the 
case near lf nion Grove produced no 
verifiable physical evidence. No 
smoking ray gun. No real facts. 

Since it wasn't officially reported, 
it didn't become a media event. But it 
and other recent Wisconsin cases 
illustrate the painful dilemma of 
"witnesses," investigators and even 
reporters who associate themselves 
with UFOs. 

Police officers Scott McEh:oy &lld 
Kevin Plendl of Waunakee ~had · ·nei· 
ther monsters nor other planets on 
their minds about 2; a.m. last July 
after responding to a local woman's 
report of "bright lights" over her 
house. 

They saw nothing unusual at first, 
they reported, but then a huge light 
flashed on above the .house, ·cres­
cent-shaped and ·as bright as "five_ or 
six North Stars put together" and 
with smaller lights on it blinking red 
and blue. 

"At one point, while watching the 
object," they reported, "a part of It 
appeared to break away and move at 
an extremely high rate of speed." 

They never expected the report to 
go public, they said, but a dispatcher 
relayed it to the press during a rou­
tine telephone check and soon the 
young men faced a press conference 
and found their pictures on the front 
page of the Waunakee Tribune under 
a banner headline. 

"We took a lot of flak off it, 
mainly from people w.e'd meet in the 
street," Plendl says. "It's kind of fun­
ny because, for instance, last week I 

stopped these guys In a stolen car 
who had just committed a felony, a 
strong-armed robbery, in Madison. 
Well, that got about half a paragraph 
on about the third page of the paperj 
and it wasn't even the [Wisconsin 
State Journal or anything, it was our · 
local paper. Then I look back at tl~e 
UFO thing and I see our pictures on 
the front page, and I wonder where 
people's priorities are." 

The saucers might be popular, but 
those who see them can suffer. Eye­
witnesses want to hide their names, 
Don Schmitt says, because those Who 
testify to' seeing UFOs are judged by 
prevailing rationalists to be at best 
moonstruck and at worst outright 
fakes. But Schmitt, who has spoken 
at length in the last l 0 years with 
more than 2,000 eyewitnesses to 
some 400 cases, says he has come to 
believe that sightings are caused nei· 
ther by tight shorts nor by loose 
brains. . 

The controversy over UFOs still 
rages, stronger this year - especial­
ly in Wisconsin - than at any time 
in the last decade. In it, one side 
seems to need the other. By calling 
believers "the lunatic fringe" and 
people such as Don Schmitt 
untrained amateurs," mainstream 

science reassures itself - and its 
public - of the certainty and supetj-· 
ority of its methods, of its mod'I of 
college-based, progressive under~ 
standing, of its victory over supersti· 
tion. . . . . . . 

By referring "to skeptical scientists 
as a clique of narrow-minded 
"debunkers," UFO believers and 
those caught in the middle re&Ssure 
themselves of the value of individual 
experience and intuition and keep 
alive the excitement of mystery and 
new discovery. 

Why can't we just say that we 
don't know? For starters, it's not as 
much fun. 

The best conclusion might be the 
one drawn by author John Rimmer. 
After suggesting that UFO experi· 
ences have earthly causes, he writes: · -

"Above all, I am quite sure that 
the abduction reports are important. 
They do contain a message, and I 
believe it Is a message about our­
selves and the kind of world we live 
in. It is a message given to us by the 
hidden parts of our being, and it is a 
message we should listen to. careful· 
Jy." ~I 

Tho"se who see unknown objects 
In the sky, with that in mind, might 
ask what scientific hard-liners seem 
unwilling to give: the benefit of th,../ 
doubt. // 
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Tfie. invasion of 
the gene 
snatchers 

T
he ~hromosomal closeness of apes and_ ~ur~ans 
coupled with advances in test-tube fert1hzat1on . 
embryo transfer and recombinant DNA 
technology have caused some ~pie to w_ond_cr 
if genes aren't secretly being spliced by sc1ent1sts 

trying to create a race of ape-man slaves. 
The scenario implies breakthroughs that would 

make the Nobel committee d~ool. But it's ~ere 
monkey business comp!l-f~d with ~~e alarm1?g 
premise of Budd Hopkins book, Intruders. _Tht: 
Incredible Visitations at Copley Woods," wh~ch 1s 
being marketed and receiving respectable reviews as a 
work of popular science, not fiction . 

Hopkins, an artist and investigator of..UFO '7 

~ presents the compelling story of an. lnd!ana 
woman he calls Kathie Davis, whom the ahens Just 
won't let alone. 

Since adolescence, Davis says she pe:fodica!ly has 
been Ogat'J4 ue to JJFOs '!Pd forced to submit to a 
vast, ongomg genetic expenment. . 

Her testimony, revealed under hypnosis and 
supported by hundreds of (equally pseudonymous) 

others-all eerily similar in detail-may suggc~t a 
desperate attempt ~Y the aliens to perk up thc1r 
fading gene pool with fresh human DNA, speculates 
Hopkins. 

Judging by victims' drawin~, it coul~n't hurt. All 
the aliens have huge heads, big hypnotic eyes, and 
fragile-looking bodies. Oddly, they're unaware of 
what a modem molecular Jab virtuoso supposedly 
can cook up with a petri dish and an incubator. ~en 
victims are forced to donate sperm or t_o mate with 
female aliens. Women undergo egg re~nevals or are 
impregnated, their embryos removed _m a few weeks. 

Most shocking of all, reports Hopkins, four h~man 
mothers (including Da.vis)have bee~ shown hybnd 
children they are convmced are the1r o~. 

Evolutionists may wonder how the al1e~.s leame~ 
to improvise on the unique human gen~tlc code with 
the wild abandon of the old Count Basie band, but 
Hopkins asks only that we keep ~ open mind. "The 
true skeptic cannot, at the begmmng, accept the 
impossibility of anything," he writes. 

Peter Gorner 
·I " 
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~HETHER ONE is a skeptic or a . • Iri .F~btiraty ~948, tH~ Alt Fliree 
believer in unidentified flying conductead i 1~ret, · llitemlve 8-
objects, there was considerable month stu !J~ cbtte-narnea "Slgtt," ot . 
food for s.erious thought. in a recent ~~~e/1Ct UF~e 1T@ ~f~re 1~:~: I presentat~on o~ the sub1ect at Ball tctry . sb}ps enc•1IJ in a stJd; bf 
State Umvers1ty by Robert Has- Earth ltlr tea!Odk unkisbtrii. the 
tings. reJ>&rt aiiii"1 lhat it!I clihc!luilona 

. . . , shOuld ~kebt setrel td avottl ftiblle 
Hastm~s. an mtelhgent, earnest- panic THI:! pbtitlc was ttsld Ula Ull'O 

appearing young man, explained he sightlht~ were P,robiibly lights 
had his first UFO experjence in reflect~ . ~~ . 10W·H~lilhi.J clouds{ . 
1967 when he was 17 and an Air small metetjts or clumJjS of hal 

Floyd 
Cteech 

Force "brat" (dependent) at Mal- st;~ 1953 tht tiA toijk hi f 
strom. AFB, Montana. He said .he UFO investig:ttliidl _i88 l~op''~ "1 
w~s m the control tower with policy of debunltirllt ill UFO tl!pt;rta •In 1973, more than 50 contacts 
f n ends when they dbsetved five · by humans with spacemen were 
UFOs for about 30 minutes. He said to avoid public panic. One document reported. Most heavily publicized 
they were tracked on radar, and indicates that policy is still in effect was that of two Mississippi shipyard 
fighters scrambled in an eff6tt to today. Throughout the 1950s, govert1- workers who said a UFO landed near 
intercept them. When challenged, mental agencies scoffed publiclt at them while they were fishing and 
however, they climbed straight up UFO reports as "utter nonsense." "floated" them inside the spacecraft 

•In the fall of 1961, the first of R~ve _them a medical examination 
at a · speed estimated by radar hundreds of reports of abductions of arlA ~leased them. 
operators at 4,800 miles an hour humans by space creatur~ was • tii. 1978, large numbers of UFO 
and disappeared. reported by a couple who said they 81jbl~ \t~re reported around the 

were driving on a lonely New world. ti Ne"° Zealand, UFOs were 
"This program," he said at the Hampshire road when they saw a tratk ~h ~liar, then flew along­

start of his talk, "is presented on a UFO descending in front of their car. s_ld~ l ptatle while being observed by 
take-it-or-l~ave-it basts. I'm not a About 2 hours later, they found its ere•. . 
missionary and atn ttot. trying to themselves driving several miles . _.In Jattua~ . 1?18, several high-

t k t' Th I' · f further down the road with no rinkihg Air rarce officers swore in a 
conv~r . s ~p ics. e_ on .Y pnce o memory of how they got there or d~ciii1~erit tftit they had been 
adm1SS1on 1S an open nhntt." what had happened during the inter- invo.lved lb · ffie recovery of two 

In his 2-hour presentation, Has- . vening Ume. UFOs th~t ~ad ~t~shed . They specu-
tings, who has spent 5 years troubled at thi!I HpeflE!ti~e, they l~ted thllt p0t~rlU.t i:adar had inter­
researching the phenomena of later contacted a 6syeliblot11t , who fer:ed. with . the .Uli'Os' navigational 
UFOs, offered a host of governmen- hypnotized them. They then tdld of ·· sytt~ms, _ can~lrig ,them to crash. In 
tal documents, obtained through the being taken aboard the spacecraft i bOJli cast!!, . li~y reported, the bodies 

and examined by its occupants, of ~ad i_Ili!tis were recovered. 
Freedom of Information (FOi) act. described as small, humanlike fig- On. $8f;t. !9, 1976, a teletype 
They revealed, among other things: ures who communicated in broken ~essaft. !rHl:tuhe U.S. Embassy in 

•Since April 1947, when the first English and telepathy. One, asked by !tan (whtl~ Ute Shah was still in 
wave of UFO sightings was reported the women where they came from, p~W~f) td thl! White House apd major 
in all but two states, Georgia and showed her a space map and a star g~vetnfn~ntal agencies in Washifig­
West Virginia , the Air Force, FBt on it which he sa;,d was their home to_n described the onl_y recorded dog­
and CIA have conducted campaigns base. fUtht between military aircraft and 
to discredit UFO reports, contending •In 1965, the largest number of 

· they are based on hoaxes, misidenti- sightings to date was reported. On UF'Os. The TWX said an F-4 _fighte_r 
fication of natural phenomena and Aug. 2, hundreds of reports poured in was sent abo_ut 1 : 3~ a.m: to mvesti­
hallucinations. from four Midwestern states gate a hovering bright hght several . 

However, in numerous classified describing large UFO formations. trilles away. . . . 
documents, certain high-ranking Pictures were taken and published The. F-4 pilot said his pl~ne 
government officials . ~nd m~litary later in Life magazine. On Nov. 9, experien~ed a complete electrical 
officers have concluded that the . hundreds of UFO sightings were power failure as he approached the 
UFOs are real, are exttat~estrial, ! · reported over nine northeast states ~FO. As he turned away to return to 
are observed IilO!lt freqi1~rit1y lit the : and parts of Canada. During that . his base, the power returned. A 
vicinity of atomiC energy, tnlilllle : time a massive power falhJte atid second F-4 was sent.and obse~ved on 
and research ahd devetoprrlent blackout occurred in the noHli~ast. its radar a large object the size of a 
installations, do tiOt . appear. to ~ · Later a governmen.tal ageticy , 707 tanker. It appeared to have 
belligerent and seem to be o~ertlhk blamed the blackout on a broken I white strobe lights as we~l as blue, 
us fot reasons uitktt6Wh. relay in Canada, but further investi- green, red .and orange hghts that 

gation b)' clvillin researchers rotated ra.pidly. As he watched . the 
r~vtaled tlie relay Was tripped by a large object_, a smaller object 
maSSlV~ SUrge bf f>{i\ver. . seemed to exit from the large ?De 

· · and headed for the F-4. The pilot 

,0 

said his electrical power failed, and 
he turned toward his base with the 
small UFO in pursuit. After a short 
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time, the small UFd broke off the 
pursuit and returned to the large 
UFO and disaPO@lred thlide. The F~4 
pilot said till electrical power 
ret1,1rn~ It oiitl. 

Thl.S repoht icci>rdidg to Hastings, 
is !!till classidM. 

HASTINGS SAID there had been 
numerous reports and rumors of a 
place called the Blue Room at 
Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, 
Ohio, which is said to contain debris 
from crashed UFOs and the 
remains of dead UFO crew mem­
bers, but these reports have never 
been confirmed. 

He said former Sen. Barry Gold­
water, a brigadier gener~l in the 
Air Force Reserve, tried for years 
to obtain information oh the so­
called Blue Room but withbut 
success. 

In summary, Hastings said, the 
UFO situation is described by some 
as a "Cosmic Watergate." He 
prefers to believe it is a case of 
high-ranking officials concluding 
tha_t we should be protected from 
the truth to avoid panic. "I believe 
about 90 percent of all UFO reports 
are the result of misidentification," 
Hastings said. "However, the other 
10 percent represents a very large 
riumber of. reports which appear to 
be accurate." 

Ployd Creech is a contributing 
writer to Our Neighborhood. / 
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'UFO alert . 
-, 

Ufologists urge · f otk to' 

'fess up to close encounters 
By THERESA COTY 
.1ou ..... 1 ... n writer 

It was August 1985 in Glacial National Par:lz in 
· Montana. Some rangers, their 3pouses and children 
gathered at a ranger's cabin to make homemade ice 

. cream. Nearing the end of the tourist 3eGSOn, · tem­

. peratures were in the mid-40s and a full moon iUumi­

. nated the valley. 
One woman noticed six red lights, approximately 

a half-mile away and pointed them out to the others. 
It mo~d but it made no sound. 

U F 0 ALt:.ru C0~'\ 
: "Have I ever seen a y~Q?" asked Rlcbard D. Sei-
fried, state director of fte investigations for Mutual 
UFO Network (MUFON) Inc. of Oblo, speaking at 
Univenlty of Mlcblpn-Flint Wednesday Dlgbt. 

"The answer Is yes." 
Setfrted, a pa.-t ranger wbo was among those who 

saw the UFO that n18bt. spoke and showed slides to 50 
people in the University Center's Micblpn Room. 

. Tbe lecture, sponsored by UM-Flint'~ student enter-
tainment amoclation, focused on the scientific a~ 
proach to UFOs. 

"Molt of the stories you bear about UFOs today 

are jokingly recorded in your daily news - or. as you 
go througll the supermarket line, you may see them 
in 1he tabloids. Tbat doesn't help our cause at ail. 

"OUr (ttfUFON's) responsibility is simply to keep 
ufology (The study of UFOs) 'alive. to keep the inter­
est of the people in ufology." 

TllEllE'S NOT enougll interest in UFOs In the 
United States, Seifried said, so information on the 
subject ls 'scarce. 

MUFON is an International scientific non-profit 
organtz.ation that seeks to answer the UFO enigma 
througll concentrated scientific study. 

As a field investigator, Seifried bas researched 
several UFO sigbtinp in which people have claimed 
close encounters of the first kind (visual sighting 
within 500 feet of the witness) to close encounters of 
the third kind (some form of intelligent contact with 
foreign beinp). 

With slides, be Illustrated natural explanations for 
the sigbtinp, including a lenticular cloud and tl\e 
Northern Ligbts, as well as some photographic hoax­
es, detected by photometric analysts and photo en-

,, 

hancement to analyze the actual 
distance of the object from the 
camera lens. . 

One phony photo was of a pea­
nut butter jar lid tos.9ed in the air 
immediately after a jet bad 
passed, leaving a stream of smoke. 
Photo enhancement discovered 
the lid was only 4 inches from the 
camera lens. It was an ingenious 
photo, he said. 

Despite some logical reasons 
for UFO sighti~, a great percent­
age of the more than 800,000 re­
ported sightings in North America 
each year go unexplained, Seifried 
said. 

In the majority of reported 
sightings, people describe an ob­
ject shaped like a saucer, hat or 
hamburger that emanates a red­
dish-orange light, he said. 

G ~~,\ 
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Richard D. Seifried talks about a slide of a sketch by a ~erson who sighted a 
UFO. 

"THE FIRST thlng·we do with 
all reported sighti~ is try to dis­
credit them." 

People who claim to have 
come in direct contact with a for­
eign being generally describe it as 
small (3~- to 4-feet tall), well-pro­
portioned, with a large head and 1 

no facial hair, he said. 
Most people have more than 

one sighting, Seifried said. Only 
one woman in the hundreds of 
ca5es he has researched appeared 
to be unbalanced. · 
' Also present at the lecture 

were George and Shirley Coyne of 
Flushing, co-directors of the 80-
member Michigan MUl"ON chap­
ter. 

"We've documented plenty of 
sightings in Michigan,'' Coyne said, 
citing a June 21, 1985, sighting on 
Dort Highway by two ministers 

and a woman. A sting-ray shaped, 
dark gray cratt with red and white 
lights was seen heading southeast 
at 10:30 p.m. 

Minutes later, Jennifer Jordan, 
an employee of The Flint Journal, 
her sister-In-law . and nephew 
claimed to have seen the same 
cratt near Thompson Road and M· 
23 In Fenton Township, as it liover· 
ed off the side of the expresnay 
over some trees, be said: 

"The cratt was al>Out 30 feet 
long and 15 feet wide,'' Jordan 
wrote In the June 22, 1985, Jour­
nal. "It resembled an elongated 
helicopter body, but there were no 
blades and we didn't bear a 
sound." 

\1. 

NO EXPLANATION was 
found for the sighting. 

The' Coynes have sighted 10 
UFOs In the Flint area since 1983. 
H~ said often people are afraid to 

· admit they have seen anything for 
fear of being criticized. 

"We are Interested mainly In 
getting the word out to people in 
the area so they know they have a 
sympathetic ear," he said. 

The local MUFON Hotline for 
those who suspect they have seen 
a UFO is 659-3340. 

"One of the first things we tell 
people who call," Coyne said, "is 
that there has been no proof that 
anyone has ever been hurt by a 
sighting." , 
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Danny Gordon has been losing sleep and money over the U.f_Qs case 

ByPAULDELLINGER How UFOs Southwest bureau 

W YTHEVILLE - Danny Gordon is find- h d he 1 •1 
:~~t UFOs can be hazardous to your c ange IS I e 
Gordon has been putting in overtime on 

what has become almost' an obsession with him - to 
solve the riddle of the unidentified flying objects that 
have been appearing over Wythe County for more 
than a month now. 

. The radio broadcaster has found himself skip­
ping lunches and eating dinner as late as midnight 
because of time spent with out-of-to.wn reporters _ 
who pump him for information or want him to take 
them to spots where night sightings have been re­
ported. 

"I've got a story, I can't get to an end, and it's 
eating at me," said Gordon, news and sports director 
for WYVE radio. "I've lost weight, I'm not sleeping 
well ... I seldom see my children anymore. I go to 
sleep at night and I dream about UFOs, and I wake 
up in the morning thinking about ~t;• Wythe capitalists are capitalizing 



Gordon's association with UFOs started in early 
October when he did a news story on WYVE one of 
the co~ty's two radio stations, about local ~w offi­
cers seeing strange aircraft they could not identify. 
The craft were characterized by bright lights, slow 
speeds and, recently, by buzzing sounds 

That little story became the equivitlent of a 
Frankenstein monster for GOrdon. It made him the 
focal point of the longest-running UFO craze since 
the late Kenneth Arnold described seeing "flying sau­
cers" in the late 1940s. 

Some of the professional UFO-chasers who have 
come to Wytheville say the more than 1,000 reports 
to date represent the longest sustained period of . 

sightings in one area since Arnold's. 
The law-enforcement agencies did not give 

names of deputies or police officers who saw UFOs, 
so when other reporters picked up the story they 
fixed on Gordon, who had been rounding up the vari­
ous sighting reports. By the time folks who had seen 
UFOs were giving their names willingly, Gordon was 
thoroughly identified with the topic. 

Before he knew it, he was getting calls from al­
most everyone, from the Pentagon to the National 
Enquirer. 

Suddenly, he was being quoted in newspapers 
and television stations from this part of the country 
and beyond. Radio stations from as far away as Can­
ada and New York called him for comments. Wire 
services and networks began quoting him-a; ' - · 
Wytheville's UFO expert. . . • 

The calls can'le at work and home, at all hours, 
from people across the country who. had picked up his 
name from news reports. 

"It's totally just turned my life upside down," 
Gordon said. "There for a while, my phone never · 
sfopped ringing." 

A California woman with a national UFO maga­
zine told him to try to recall his UFO dreams, as they 
might be attempts by aliens to contact him. A Ten­
nessee man wanted Gordon to look into the possibili­
ty that the space shuttle Challenger had been de­
stroyed by a UFO. Several callers told him to be 
wary of military or security types who might harm 

... 
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him to stop his investigation. 
He even began getting maga-

zines from' an organization that sees 
. UFOs as a divine manifestation.and 
t,~ .f~~.:!A,.,i:!.!!~_1.~~.f cu1t;~ :-. 
: them. · "·' · -' · ~ · i'M~ 

. u au nu bael a cumuJa~e er-
. feet on ·Gordon.«' !< · ' "":>~ • ''"t ·· ~W"' · .. . ~ ';· , ~ . ·' :· ., ' ~ ,, ' • ·-?!" ... 'f' · .... 
:"". "It's reallyhard to ·explaln,"·.he 
said. "It's kind of like the \JF9._expe­
rience has consumed me.".·. ;,•· ., ..... : · 

Local entrepreneurs soon got in­
to the act. The Texaco Travel Store 
here imprinted hundreds of T-shirts 
with UFO illustrations and the cap­
tion "Wythe County ... UFO Capital 
of Virginia." The Millwald Theatre 
booked the 1953 film "War:. of ·the 
Worlds" for Halloween weekend and 
built a reproduction of a UFO-from 
the movie - complete with a ~flash­
ing heat ray - atop its marquee. 

Wytheville motels have benefit­
ed from the brigades of reporters 
who descended on the area. · So has 
the· store selling the UFO shirts, be­
cause every reporter seems to want 
to wear · one - or at least be photo­
graphed with one. 
· The UFO magazine writers and 
other UFO specialists became visi­
tors in Gordon's home in Rural Re­
treat, along with some of the report­
ers. One reporter told Gordon's son 
that he bet Gordon was making a 
killing off the furor. , ·· 

"U anything, I've lost money," 
Gordon said, considering the t!'!le­
phone calls he had to ·return · and 
gasoline burned on UFq hunts with 
tbe media. He did it, he sa'ld, because 
he figured it was good exi)osure for 
both the station and his native Wythe 
County. . ·. 

Finally, Gordon decided to · go 
out at night and look for UFOs him-
self. . · 

And he saw one. . 
He saw-it' again on two . other 

nigl\ts on U.S. 21 a few miles south of 
Wytheville. It was a slow-moving 
craft with what seemed like a strobe 
light in front and windows . in the 
rear. That' one was seen also.by two 
of the UFO 'enthusiasts who had 
come to Wytheville to seek out Gor­
don - John Stember, a professional 
photographer from New York who 
has traveled all over the country : 
trying to capture UFOs on film, and 
Andrew Convery, a Virginia Beach 
computer analyst who investigates 
UFOs as a hobby. 

"I was a skeptic about unidentif­
ied flying objects until I saw one," 
Gordon said. "Until it happens to 
you, you don't know." · 

He had Stember, Convery and 
two county residents who bad seen 
UFOs as guests 9n a live news con-

' · 

ference broadcast over WYVE, cov­
ered by two wire services, three tele­
vision stations and newspapers from 
throughout this part of. Virginia. 
"And from there it· was a media 
blitz," Gordon said. 
. · ~ The National Enquirer reporter 

told Gordon later he doubted that h\s · 
pubUcation wouid . do an article . Qn 
the Wytheville UFO experience after 
all, because lt was not sensational 
enough. Although there were a few 
people who got upset when they 
thought aircraft were following their 
cars, most of those reporting sight­
ings were calm, down-to-earth t~ 
who did not blow whatever they saw 
out of proportion. . 

There have been no abduction 
reports, no little green men and none 
of the far-out stuff that is the hall­
mark of UFO hysteria elsewhere,. 
Gordon said - "much to the chagrin 
of the Enquirer." · • 

Most local residents assumed 
that the craft were military. Gordon 
phoned the nearest bases of the var­
ious services, but was told they had 
nothing flying over Wythe County 
like what was described. - -

· Gordon called the office of u .. s. 
Sen. Paul Trible, which promis~d to 
make similar inquiries of the armed 
forces. An officer from the Pentagon 
called Gordon to see if he had 
learned anything new on the subject. 

Recently, a Tennessee Air Na­
tional Guard technical sergeant sug­
gested that some of the reports - ~f . 
lights in the sky that came together 
and then split up - might be 
in-flight refueling maneuvers that 
his unit started about the time the 
Wythe sightings began. , · · · : 

Gordon calls the idea ridiculous. 
"Refueling is not what I saw," tie 
said. "If it was refuellilg, it was Luke 
Skywalker ·getting more fuel." :: 
. Gordon ls trying not to become 
paranoid from all the warnings from · 
UFO conspiracy buffs or the maga­
zines highlighting UFO abduction 
stories. He is also frustrated - after 
nine years in the news busitiess - at 
not being able to finish a story. : 

At first, he leaned toward the 
theory that the UFOs were military 
aircraft, but now he's not so sure. 

"I'm trying not to let my im~gi­
.nation run away with me, but the 
more I study it the more it seems µke 
something beyond our technology," 
he said. · · · 

But he wondered whether his 
shift in thought' was due to the ba~-
rage from the UFO buffs. · · 

"The people in Wythe County 
have seen something. It's not a con­
ventional aircraft," Gordon insisted. 
111 will pursue it in my own way, on 

· my own time, and hopefully one day 
will know what it is." · /, 
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Ulio ~X[J:ert hopes his life's work 
has ghost . of a · chance of 

· By FRED i:>. CAVINDER 
STAR STAFF WRITER 

Donald L. Worley of Connersville has de- · 
' .. yoted t':\'o decades to Investigating ghosts. 

goblins, ·spacecraft and aliens. Now. slowed 
by age .and arthritis. he figures he l"l)ay be out 
of this life before he sees any solution to 
some twilight-zone puzzles. 

. "With me will perish ·all the Incredible 
things that I know and that. so many other 
citizens don't.have the faintest Idea about," 
said th~ 66-year-old Worley; · 

What Worley knows about Is Unidentified 
F~ylng Objects. extraterrestrial beings, appa~ 

. rltlons. ·extra-sensory perception and related 
mysteries. ··.. . . · . 

He has ··spent . the··1ast 22 years trying to 
prove · that certain eerie events and other­
wordly activities ~ some evil, somt;. benign 
~ are a . real part of our environment and 
not just offshoots of hysteria or overworked 
Imaginations. · . · 

Since 1965, Worley has Investigated !Jf~L 
sightings and . related activities In Indiana 

. an~. the , Ml!'.)we~t . for national organizations 
which have sprung.up as clearing houses for 
these phenomena. He has traveled countless 
miles and spent a lot of money recording the 
seemingly unbelievable. . · · . 

Like most of the people who report on 
· UFO creatures. and come to believe In them, 

Worley has accumulated mostly tolerant 
smiles. for his efforts. 

'Tm used to the ridicule." he said. 
What Is more difficult to accept Is that the 

time ·. Is not rlgh~ for all things · to be ex-
plained. · · 

" I think If everything.goes together. by the 
middle of the next century maybe they'll get 
on to these things,'' Worley said. . ·. 

Meanwhile, arthritis In his back seems to 
be spreading, the willingness of people to 
report strange goings-on . Is fading and au­
thorities continue an official veil of disbelief. 
Worley called It a d~fense against something 

.. too monumental to confess because "I~ would 
completely disrupt civilization." · 

"If It ever broke and they .found out I was 
correct, I'd be besieged. It would be Indescrib­
able. · 1 think a lot of people would jump on 
the bandwagon and probably push me off," 
.he said. , · · 

"But I'm about to have my last hurrah. I'll 
. give my stuff to my daughter and try to keep 

It from deteriorating too much, because · I 
know some day it's going to be really amaz­
ing news." · 

• • surviving 
Ghosts and goblins. more common an 

experience than UFOs or blgfoot-llke crea­
tures are for most .people. also supersede 
them In one sense. Worley dedared. 

"It Involves our final destination, what we 
i~o ·to, what' happens to us," he said. "In a 
way It's more Important to us than the UFO 
phenomenon." . 

Although Worley said he has observed 
only one · ghost. he has "seen them through 
the eyes of more than 300 other witnesses In 

· my time." · 

Worley's ghost was the little girl who 
glowed In sectuded Wiiiiams Creek valley a 

. few miles southwest of Connersville. Worley 
· and a nephew parked near a lonely Iron 

bridge to watch for the ghost of a troubled 
child who lived In the valley before dying In 
the Richmond State Hospital. They were 
there to Investigate reports of others who had 
seen the apparition. 

Both men suddenly felt they had · been 
touched . by a ghostly finger. Then. Worley 
said: 

. "At about 1 :30 a.m. the dim figure of a 
person appeared on the bridge. My . pulse 
went Into high gear. / 

The ghost . " passed diagonally about 40 
feet In front of us. There was no mistaking 
ttte skirt of large squares . . The blouse seemed 
transparent. Ours didn 't fade like a TV pic­
ture like the others said It did . but just 
vanished on the other side of the road." 

The ghost was that of a girl. he came to 
believe. who had lived an unhappy life befo re 
being committed to the mental hospital. After 
her death. her sister seized the urn of ashes 
and. !nstead of buying the urn, scattered the 
ashes on the .hillside. · · 

Worley has talked to a witness who claims 
to have seen the Crying Woman of the orldge 
at Dublin. Ind. He has talked to the woman 
who· tells of moving to seven homes In 15 
years trying to elude a ghost. documented the 
frightening redhead of Three Mile Road and 
o.bserved the magic chlfforobe. This antique 
dresser would crack and pop before a · mem­
ber of the fa'!Jlly or a frien~ .died, he said. · 

"Unfortunately. I am only an Investigator . 
not a ghostbuster," said Worley. "But we 're 
more than flesh and blood." 



EX PSRTS .fit9~ 
Worley. ·a patternmaker for Dresser-Roots 

Division of Dresser 'Industries Inc. In Con· 
nersvllle 32 years before retiring In 1983, 
had a longtime Interest In the sky and psy· 
chology. tie had built his own telescope be· 
fore the wave of UFO sightings hit In 1965· 
66. Somewhat skeptical, he determined to 
find out If "these people are crazy. liars or 
what." · 

"In eastern Indiana. I have Investigated 
more than 300 such reports," Worley said. 

He has written more than a dozen articles 
on UFOs and related phenomena. discussed 
the topic on Indiana radio and television 
stations. and In 1977 gave CJ paper· on his 
research at the Cent~r for UFO Studies con· 
ventlon In Chicago. . 

The UFOs. Worley said. are linked to ape· 
like entitles resembling Big Foot. Some of the 
apes have large glowing red eyes which 
aren't attached to their bodies. 

At least 14 sightings of ape-like entities 
have been Investigated by Worley In Indiana. 
Galveston. Sharpsville, Thorntown, Elwood, 
Roachdale. Abington, Waterloo. Williams. 
Belmont. Scipio, Rising Sun. Petersburg and 
French Lick are comi:nunltles where "Big 
Foot''. has· appeared. 

"At Waterloo after midnight (1975) a 
farmer watched a hulking form walk toward 

a red light In his soybean field._ The light 
turned brilliant white and the form vanished. 
There was no residual magnetism, radiation 
or footprints remaining when I got there 
several weeks later," recalled Worley. 

"Al Sharpsville the huge hairy one re­
turned four times over a two-year period. 

"At Galveston as a fisherman sat In twi­
light at a lake's edge. he felt a hand on his 
shoulder. He turned and found himself eye- . 
ball-to-knee with a towering black specter .. It 

· took off and fled Into the woods. Shortly 
thereafter a glowing bronze light ascended 
and quickly faded into the sky," Worley 
related. 

Besides black ape-like specters, there are · 
the men in black. MIB In Worley's parlance. 
I le believes they are extra-terrestrial. 

lie cited the case of a South Bend divorcee 
who reported a MIB arrived at her home after 
she reported on a UFO In 1968. 

"Tl' " r.mrs fv·~ was white as death ,' ' 
Wor! ·. r-c tJorti::d. · 1<is suit was silky black . 
His eyes giassy. He walked with a funny gait 
like one leg was longer than the other. He 
direly threatened the lt'ves of the .woman and 
her three children. They were not to mention 
the UFO incidents to anyone." 

Worley contends the MIBs are ·;into our 
environment nfore than we can concelv~. 
They've got more to do with us than we 
realize." 

Equally eager to suppress UFO and ET 
Information. Worley has concluded. is the 
government. His reasoning: 

·~ 

C!JN;/ 
"Governmen_t cannot confess that It faces 

a cosmic or parallel reality technology that 
will forever .be Its superior. The strain on the 
Intellectual and spiritual areas of life ·would 
be dtsasterous, not to mention the far-reach­
ing effects upon all human knowledge." 

Worley admitted he has no theories on 
why UFOs and ·aliens visit earth. or why the 
wave of sightings has moved out of this 
hemisphere to China and Russia. 

"Why Is beyond me. That's something for 
the original cre~tos:-.''. said Worley. 

But he has noted alien. characteristics. 
"They're cunning and secretive. There's a 

1.arge group that seems to be bad and a very 
small group that seems to be good. Just like 
everything .else In nature - there's love and 
hate, darkness and light. They-seem to have 
some anlm~I nature to them. I don't know 
why." 

Worley spent two years putting his 22 
years of investigations Into a book. without 
success .In getting It published. 

"No 011c will pause long enough to give it 
more than a passing glance," he said. 

The fact that Worl~y himself never has 
see'n a UFO and has spotted only one ghost. 
one suspects. Is another .disappointment. 

But humor has not deserted Worley. A'Big 
Foot could serve a useful purpose now In 

· Indiana. he pointed out. 
"If only the Colts could acquire just one of 

these ape entitles for their backfield .. . " 
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Will any bright, unusual 
lights or objects be seen 

Sunday above the studios of 
KATU-TV, Channel 2? The sta­
tion's "Town Hall" discussion pro­
gram at 6 p.m. features~ 
discussion of unidentified flying 
obj~_ii.oi..uFOs~---· 

.- Included will be a discussion of 
the recent spate of reports and 
books alleging that peo1_>le have 
been kidnApped_in flying sau~ers. 

Guests will include a promment 
debunker of UFO reports, Philip 
Klass of Washington, D.C., who has 
been investigating such claims for 
more than 20 years. Before retir­
ing, he was a senior editor of . 
Aviation Week and Space Technol­
ogy magazine. 

Flown in to represent th~ other 
side will be Stanton Friedman, a 
nuclear physici~t from Ne""'. Brun~­
wick, Canada. He has been investi­
gating UFO reports for 25 years 
and is convinced that strange 
things are happening. 
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S'tBy tuned for more UFO 
Schluuuuuuup! 
If you should hear a loud, sucking noise like 

that, better rush outside and see if your kids and 
dog are still playing in the yard. Also, if your 
neighbor's car is still in the driveway. 

If not, scan the sky for a ..!:!EQ... because the 
latest word is there are flying saucers manned 
(?) by space creatures going around sucking up 

·people, animals and objects and moving them 
around or doing weird experiments·on them. 

Oh, and if you should go looking for these 
aliens, be sure to wear .an asbestos suit with a 
gas mask. They are reported to have hellish 
halitosis that can ~ fatal. . . 

This is the latest news from the world of 
unidentified flying objects, whiCh, as some of 
you know, we sum up for you periodically as 
just another valuable reader service. 

We're indebted for such news to the super­
market weeklies, which sort of specialize in 
such reports. Unfortunately we lack our own 
worldwide network of UfO correspondents. 

The latest issue of Weekly World News re­
ports tharthree Belgian vacationers and. their 
automobile were sucked up into a flying saucer 
and taken for a 60-mile ride in Italy. 

According to WWN, the two men and a wom­
an told Italian authorities that a fiery-red UFO 
swooped down over a mountain road near Ven­
ice and disabled their rented car with an intense 
reddish light. Then, according to the story, the 
spacecraft used a green beam of light to suck 
them and the car up, like metal shavings drawn 
to a magnet, into the belly of the ship. They 
were deposited gently on a country road about 
60 miles away some 10 minutes later, the story 
goes. 

And I'll bet you skeptics out there thought 
the transporter on Star Trek 's starship Enter­
prise was far-fetched! 

Well, just listen to this now: 
Who knows but what the spaceship that 

sucked up the Belgians wasn't the same one -
or just another from the same alien fleet - that 
earlier reportedly landed near Manchester, Eng­
land, and played havoc with a terrified farmer's 
cows and pigs? 

The Nov. IO Sun reported that the farmer 
said he was awakened during the night by the 
landing of. a humming spaceship with blinding 
lights. Hidin,g behind a tree, he watched two 
"monstrous-looking beings," which were yel­
lowish-colored and had large· eyes and pointed 
ears, herding . his cows and pigs aboard the 
spacecraft with laser-type prods, according to 
the report. 

While the farmer ran to call the police, he 
told the Sun, the aliens apparently conducted 
bizarre experiments on the animals, because 
after it took off and disappeared, he found a 
dozen of them left dead on the ground. 

"Authorities remain baffled," the Sun report­
ed. 

Felton 
West 
AUSTIN 

I~ 

"What if they want people next?" the fright~ 
ened farmer asked. 

Well, it just so happens they may, because a 
month later Weekly World News not only has 
the news about the kidnapped Belgians,. but . 

, also reports some interesting predictions were 
made by a physicist at a "select scientific gath­
ering" in Rotterdam. · . 

According to the weekly, the scientist said 
space aliens in the future will want only thre~ 
things from Earth: water, · booze and "strong., 
healthy women who can bear children to p0pu~ 
late new worlds." -

Even more alarming news, however, is that 
concerning space aliens' halitosis. 

WWN reports that according to a " top-secret 
document that surfaced in West Germany," a 
UFO crashed in southeastern Russia last ..July 
and a space alien, injured but still alive, was 
captured by the Soviet military. · 

WWN says the secret document further re­
vealed that a Soviet scientist died three days 
after the captured alien blew "a strange'· red 
vapor" in his face and caused "a fever ·and 
respiratory infection that literally burned his 
lungs and brain to a crisp. " · · 

Wow! Talk about bad breath! · 
The alien itself, described as 6 feet tall and 

humanoid, died about 15 days later, wWN says, 
Its body and those of "as many as three" other 
aliens recovered from the crash site are being 
kept frozen for future study, the newspaper 
says. , 

Be sure to read us regularly, because when 
there are other significant UFO developments 
we 'll alert you to them, too. /; · ' 

., 

newE-
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Projected news clippings illustrate Robert Hastings' talk on UFOs 

UFOs 
Researc/1er: Govern111e11t Hides Their Existence 

tings said. 
According to one document, the 

The Fcdcra.l C:overnment has en- -knowledge about UFOs was down­
gaged in a "high level ... [policy] of played "to' minimize concern and 
secrecy" to hide the ~xlstenc~ of · ~· possible panic," he said. 

· ufiii:lenliticil flyii1g objects, an i1ide- He said U.S. citizens have a right 

Dy l\1ARY-BE1'll l\tcLAUGIIUN 
lll•fle St•ff Wrll~r 

penrlent UFO researcher arid Jcctur- to know about the . existence of 
er says. · UFOs. 

Rohcrt llnst.ings told an audience To support his claims, Mr. Has-
of about 100 ll !. the University of tings displayed copies of a number 
Tolrdo last night that the Govern- of the government documents, in­
rncnt's secret came to light when eluding: 

_UFO rPsearchers received 400 docu- .,. A Jan. 31, 1949, letter to FBI 
menls under the Freedom of Infor- Director J. Edgar Hoover from the 
·malion Act. special agent in charge of the San 

These doc11ments show that while Antonio, Tex., office. It detailed re­
govcrnment _agencies have dis- pealed UFO sightings near nuclear 
tnissed tcports of UFOs since the weapons laboratories. 
1940s as "honxes, hallucinations, 
and misidentification -of the . .. ob- "" Listipgs from the logs of vari-
jerts," they were making the study ous command directors, recording 
of UF'Os a "priority project," with the sightings of a variety of objects 
the Clt\ directing the Government's over or near nuclear missile sites'. 
overall policy since 1953, Mr. Has- "" A teletype from the U.S. Em-

bassy in Iran, with copies to every 
high-ranking official ih Washington, 
D.C. It details a Sept. 19, 1976, 
aerial "dogfight" in Iran between an 
F-4 Phantom jct flown by an Irani­
an pilot and a UFO. 

"" A March 22, 1950, letter to 
Oire~tor Hoover from Guy Ilollcl, 
special agent in charge of the Wash­
ington, D.C. office. It says "an inves­
tigator for the air force stated that 
three so-called flying saucers had 
been recovered in New Mexicll. 
They were described ' as being circu­
lar in shape with raised centers, 
approximately 50 feet in diameter. 
Each one was occupied by thrC'e 
hodies of human shape but onlv 
three feet tall, dressed In melitllic 
cloth of a very fine texture." 

Mr. Hastings admits that last bit 
of Information "is a very tantalizing 
document for which wii can rind no 
corroboration." · 

--xfSunset, Jupiter is high m tne eastern sky, 
Danford said. 

Venus, appearing low in the western sky, is 
the other bright object noticed at this time of 
year, Danford said. But neither planet moves 
across the sky in just a few minutes, although 
satellites do. 

\)C-D\~ 

Mushrooms in the sky 
HELLO, HOT LINE: Standing outside on 

Monday night I saw a very bright star moving 
across the sky. Through the binoculars it 
seemed to be mushroom-shaped. It was 
moving north, high up in the sky. Do you lmow 
what this was? LP. 

Dear I. P. : Shooting stars move too fast for 
binoculars, but you may have seen a satellite, 
said Steve Danford. Danford is an associate 
professor in the Department of Physics and 
Astronomy at the University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro. 

''We've got two real bright objects in the 
sky now," he said. "One of them is Jupiter, and 
Jupiter is very, very bright and could easily be 
_mistaken for a plane or a UFO.''. 

"Satellites are fairly common," he said. "If 
you stand out on a clear night 15 minutes, you 
will surely see one." 

If you think neither of these possibilities 
explains what you saw, report your citing to 

George Fawcett, state public relations 
director of the Mutual UFO Network. Call 
(704) 735-5725 or wnte George F'awcett, 602 · 
Battleground Road, Lincolnton, N.C. 28092. 

The sooner you call, the better, Fawcett 
says. He wants to speak to you while the facts 
are still fresh in your memory. No collect calls, 
please. 
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by 
Paul Grinnell 

A MYSTERIOUS humanoid fi­
gure has been seen floating over 
the rooftops of Loughborough 
houses. 

· With the posture of a motorcyclist 
and wearing dark uniform type outfit 
with a net effect, the figure Was seen 
one dismal evening early last month. 

This is just one of many strange 
sightings that have been .reported re­
cently m the Chamwood area - and 
which some believe could prove that 
there is life on other planets. 

Other sightings include glowing 
orange globes iri Kegworth and ~imilar­
ly coloured lights over Sw1thland 
Wood. All have been reported to the 
National UFO Investigating Society 
which was set up 24 years ago. 

But as its sighting co-ordinator, .Mr 
Denis Harriman pomts out, enthusias­
tic amateurs are not the only ones who 
keep a record of such sightings. · 

He said the. Ministry of Defence are 
also believed to have their own UFO 

Glowing orange 
globes spotted 
over Kegworth 

department - something the ministry 
constantly denies. 

Sightings of unidentified flying ob­
jects are not just confined to one type 
of person. 

"All kinds of people report them, 
from landowners to dustbinmen," said 
Mr. Harriman. 

"We get a lot of sightings from 
policemen and aircraft engineer~ and 
occasionally we get reports from pilots, 
although for some reason they seem to 
be discouraged from coming forward." I 

Once a report is sent in, c~<:Cks are 
made with airports, the Mm1stry of 
Defence, astronomical societies, 
weather centres and even ornithology 
groups in an effort to find a natural 
explanation. 

I 

If, after several weeks, the gr9up 
cannot say what the ob.iect was, 1t 1s 

I 

listed as 'unidentified' . The group then 
waits to see if other similar reports 

! come in. 

' But the;"e is some hard evi~ence 
which points to the possibility of hfe on 

"It can be as long as 10 years before 
we get another report or discover that 
the object was not from outer space," 
said Mr Harriman. 

But there are many similarities be­
tween reports which come from as far 
away as Australia, Poland or Fiji. 

"What is most amazing, is that we 
can get reports from {>eople in Africa , 

1 who can't read or wnte , which match 
reports from people in the. west." 

Mr Harriman said "there were 

numerous theories about all these 
sightings. Som~ psychol.ogi~ts s~y that 
it's people rehvmg their time in the 
womb. Others say it's ·people in our 
future coming back into the past. 

There are even those who say that 
there is a separate race living under the , 
earth's surface, and they have set out to 
find the holes, believed to be in the 
North Pole, which form the entrance to 
their subterranean homes. 
· Archaeologists will argue that the~e 
are Jinks between drawings found in 
ancient buildings and descriptions 
given by people who claim they have 

seen a spacecraft or been taken aboard 
one. 

One such link is the flying serpent 
found on the walls of the Aztec temples 
on South America and recently damed 
to have been seen on the uniforms of 
bein~s from another planet . 

other planets. . 
"We still don't know what existed 

millions of years before. life o.~ ear~h 
evolved." said Mr Hamman . But m 

Unifonned 'alien' 
seen over 

town rooftops 
the 1930s a meteorite cras~ed into t.he 
Society Union. Among its rema1~s 
were fossils dating back some ~O mil­
lion· years - older than anything we 
know about on earth." 

The movement of these spacecraft 
have also give!! ris~ to the idea that 
they might be intelhgef!tly controlled, 

Mr Harriman explained that t~~y 
often seemed to frequent f~rms, m1ht­
ary bases and airports, staying clear of 
densely populated area~. . 

On farms in the Amencas and Afr.1ca 
there have been reports of cattle being 
killed in a rather bizzarre ~anner ._ 

He said that on each animal a tiny 
hole had been found placed in the same 
spot , but so small that it co~ld only be 
seen with a microscope . Vital organs 
and blood had also b~en .taken . 

But more evidence 1s still needed to 
prove the case. If you h.ave seen any 
·objects in the sky that might not be of 
this planet then Mr Hamman can be 
contacted on Draycott 4961 . 
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Close encounter 
was it a 'saucer' or 

THE light seemed to 
come out of the sea .. 

Or so it looked to the 
man on the hill. Eric 
Spanner could see other 
twinkles appearing in 
the deepening dusk from 
his perch on Rew Down, 
but none like this. 

The Down, towering up 
from the Isle of Wight 
coast, had magnificent 
views over Upper and 
Lower Ventnor and the 
great sweep of the Channel 
beyond. 

Spanner knew the scene 
well Six foot and still athletic 
at 43, he loved to take to the 
hills after a day working as a 
packer in the plastics factory 
down in the valley. 

Today was a Sunday-May 
19 1985-but he had spent it 
indoors and craved fresh air. 
Pausing on his climb, he 
surveyed the fading day. 

At around 9 p .m ., there was 
now an almost airless tran· 
qulllity and sea and sky had 
gelled into an unbroken grey. 

Unbroken except for that 
light. Brighter than anything 
else, low on the horizon. A 
star maybe? More like a flare. 
But he could see no ship that 
could have fired it. 

COURSE 
He judged it to be half a 

mile out to sea. The light was 
too constant, he thought, for 
a nare. Soon he realised it 
WBS moving gently north· 
west, roughly towards him, 
approaching the shore. 

Ascending to follow the 
contours of the rising ground 
from Lower to Upper Vent· 
nor, it climbed inland at 
about 60 feet above ground 
level on a steady course at the 
speed, it seemed to Spanner, 
of perhaps 30 mph. . 

But after a minute or so it 
came down in slow motion, 
and hovered at gutter height 
over a small terrace of red· 
bricked houses in Down 
Road. . 

Although it had stopped 
nearer to the far side of the 
valley than to him, Spanner 
began to discern the object as 

. ·disc-shaped, about the size of 

one of ours? 
RALPH BARKER 

concludea his report on the 
baffling sightings of U.F.O.s 

a tractor wheel, eight feet or 
so in diameter. It had ·two 
d1ttused fluorescent lichts on 
top _and an aura or Jialo ·of 
brightness round its rim. It 
seemed about to land. What 
was it? What was it up to? 

Suddenly, as though it 
decid~ where it wanted to 
10, it soared vertically before 
continuing up the valley. 

And as it progressed it 
began curving more west 
than north-west, tilting 
towards him so that he could 
see the blurred top-lights 
more clearly. The aura, too, 
was brighter, yet transparent. 

The object itself was a dark 
colour, probably black, and 
as it veered in his direction, 
to within perhaps 200 feet, he 
heard for the first time a faint 
whinin1. ' 

He thought the thing was 
rotating but he couldn't be 
sure. · Suddenly it seemed tCi 
swerve towards him. "My 
God!" he thought. "It's see~ 
me! It's coming towards me! 

He was relieved when the 
object passed within a hun· 
dred feet of him and 
disappeared behind a boun· 
dary hedge, about 12 feet 
high, that cut off his view to 
the west. . 

Running downhill, hopini 
to resume his surveillance, 
he finally crawled through 
the hedge to the next field. 
But the· object had vanished 
and, subsequently, he could _ 
trace no one locally who had 
shared his uncanny 
experience. 

A month later he wrote to 

the British Unidentified Fly· 
ing Objects Research Ass· 
ociation (Bufora) . 

Bufora investigator Paul 
Fuller, of Romsey, appealed 
in the Isle of Wight County 
Press for witnesses, but the 
only fruitful response came 
from the secretary of the 
local Astronomical Associa· 
tion, Mrs Kathleen Smith. 

From her Fuller learnt that 
no RStronomical objects or 
phenomena had been visible 
that evening to account for 
the sighting, while other 
possibilities excluded were 
hang gliders, model aircraft, 
or kites. The local airport, 
too, pve a neptive. 

Kathleen Smith also 
established that there was no 
Coastguard exercise that 
evening, and that no vessels 
were reported firing distress 
rockets or Dares. 

RADAR 
But a letter from Ventnor 

Police, in answer to Fuller's 
enquiry, opened up a fresh 
avenue of research. In it they 
said: 

"Nothing unusual was 
reported during May 1985. 
However, during this time 
the Royal Navy were engaged 
with special radar tests on St 
Boniface Down, Ventnor. 

"This involved a Naval 
helicopter at times Dying 
from the sea to St Boniface 
Down, sometimes at night." 

These tests must, indeed, 
have been unusual for the 
police to have been warned of 
them. 

But from Eric Spanner's 
description the object could 
hardly have been a helicop· 
ter, nor could it have hovered 
a few feet above a residential 
area without causing 
annoyance. . 

How reliable a witness 1s 
Spanner? His story, and his 
manner of telling it, certainly 
carries conviction. And it is 
significant that those parts of 
his account which can be 
checked seem accurate. 

His estimate of the object's 
speed, 30-40 miles an hour, 
agrees very well (but not too 
precisely) with his estimated 
duration of the sighting­
about three minutes-and 
the progress it made. 

KEY 
Equally persuasive Is his 

description of the weather. It 
agrees exactly with t hat 
recorded by H .M. Coastguard 
at The Needles for that 
period of the evening : sky 
overcast, cloud-base high, 
visibility good, calm and 
windless. . 

Spanner himself does not 
believe that what he saw was 
a space-craft, but ventures no 
alternative theory. 

Like other chance wit· 
nesses of credibility, he 
simply maintains that he saw 
what he saw. 

But ufologist Paul Fuller 
believes that the object, like · 
over 90 per cent of so-called 
U.F.O.'s may eventually 

· prove to have a rational 
explanation. 

The key could well lie in the 
police report of special radar 
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Eye-witness Spanner ..• puzzled by a •saucer' 
tests around St Boniface 
Down during that month, in 
which the two Ministry of 
Defence radar stations on 
that part of the island-both 
within two mlles of the 
sighting-would have been 
cl~sely involved. 

On November 13, 1985, 
Fuller wrote to H.M. Naval 
Base at Portsmouth )>Oslna a 
number of questions. 

TESTED 

Today, more than two years 
later, he has received neitller 
acknowledgement nor reply. 

Our own queries llad . no 
better luck. " The depart­
ment concerned,'' we were 
told, " has no record of any of 
these sightings in its files." 

Fuller believes that what 
Spanner saw was a Remotely­
Plloted Vehicle (RPV> or 
" drone," possibly launclled 
earlier by one of the helicop­
ters of which the police were 
warned, or by a submarine. 

Such devices are known to 
The Secretary to the C·in-C be manufactured-and 

Naval Home Command at presumably tested-in the 
Portsmouth replied by south of England. Low-Dying 
return regretting· he could and virtually noiseless, they 
not answer Fuller's questions are constructed of substan­
" because the activities you ces designed to give the 
enquired about are not the faintest of radar echoes. 
responsibility of this com- The secrecy that shrouds 
mand." He did not deny these experiments would 
knowledge of them, nor that account for the reticence. of 
they existed. He sugested the authorities. 
that Fuller write to the Head It could even be that the 
ottheNavalStatfSecretariat U . F .O. cult ·sometimes 
at Whitehall. · ·provides welcome cover for 

Fuller immediately did so. this clandestine work. 

uJOLVGRliAZ'<IPTON bl( P~ess SIAR 
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'MyStery of 
'Concorde 
shape UFO' 
A large UFO, shaped 

like Concorde, has been 
spotted over the Wom­
bourne and Codsall 
-areas -of Wolverhamp­
ton. 

Airport, ~orce . and police 
officials- have been unable to 
provide an uplanation for the 
sighting .. 

Buaineallman Jim Dawes, 
from Telford, claims he saw 
the low"level UFO just after 
7pm as he drove along a lane 
at Swindon, Jle&r Wombourne. 
. . "I thousht the lights were 
small ailva.ft .arriving at 
Half'pe11J1y Green airfield. 

"When it got closer it looked 
like two planee flying 'side-by­
side . .But there· 'were too many 
dift'~rent lights in a: triangle 
shape. It looked like the 
outline of Concorde,"· he said. 

"It just glided overhead. I 

SN\LDI C'\G- , 
<SUARD<AN 

Nov ~~ 1 \987 

'Did .Ibey 
see:.UFO? 

THE Spalding Guai-dian 
has had another r-cport of . 
mysterious lights over the 
area. 

Mrs Ruby Head, of Gos­
berton. Oo~~ said she was 
expecnng VIS1tors on Thurs­
day• November 12 when she 
saw what she thought was a 
search li~t. 

The light was white and 
later went blue. It was 
around 9.30 pm to 10 pm. 

Other people have re­
porte~ scemg the lights over 
Spalding_ and Surfleet. One 
explanation put forward by 
one of our readers is that it 
C?uld be the Northern 
Lights, or aurora borealis. 
. Anyone who knows of a 

different explanation should 
~ntact the Spalding Guar­
dian .newsroom, telephone 
Spalding 5021. 

am not prone to seeing strange 
things, but this was certainly 
weird." 

Codsall teacher Pat White· 1 
head also witnessed the 
strange flying object .at about 
the same time. 

"i saw the lights,' but I 
realised it was not an ordinary 
plane or helicopter. 

"I could not see its shape 
properly, but the lights ' 
seemed to be in two groups 
close together. 

"It was rectangular and 
made no sound and disap· 
peared in clouds going towards 
the M6 motorway," l!he said. 

Air Traffic Control at Bir· 
mingham International said 
there had been no reports of 
unusual aircraft in the area. 

A spokesman .at RAF 
Shawbury said there had been 
no night flights involving 
military aircraft on Thursday. 

BuRT<9N MA IL 
~l'AFF5 
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3 Was it 
~a UFO! 

Regarding recent 
reports of UFO's in the 
Mail. I mentioned my 
sighting to various friends, 
they convinced me it was 
a balloon as it was 
S~tutes Fair (October 5). 

I am convinced now it 
was a UFO. After reading 
the report in the Mail on 

-October 26. This thing 
passed over Victoria 
Street about S.30pm, 
towards Honlinglow mov­
ing slowly. A dark colour 
like a light on the side, it 
kept the same straight 
course but turned side­
ways twice still on the 
same course. I watched it 
for 2-3 minutes. - Mn 
Ballock, Vernon Terrace, 
Barton. 
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Close encounter a 
Whitehall man 
wanted·k~pt ·secret 

THE two teenage girls 
burst into the house 
panting, blurting out 
their words . .. "We've 
seen this object r' 

by RALPH BARKER 

"It were some flying 
thing! It landed right 
near us! It weren't a 
helicopter, and it weren't 
an aeroplane!" 

Still breathless and 
incoherent, the two 14-year­
olds, Lynsey Tebbs and 
Susan Pearson, tried to 
explain. 

The grown-up tryin1 to 
make sense of it all was Jean 
Passmore, Lynsey's aunt; She 
thought the girls were foolinl 
around, having her on. 

Sketch lmpre•slon of the lighting at the time 

Mrs Passmore ran her own 
art class, and her reaction was 
swl!t : Separate the two girls, 
give them pencil and paper, 
and get them to draw what 
they'd seen. Unable to put · 
their heads together they About the size of a small car, Not until then did they 
would be sure to give' them lt still seemed to be watching ,resume their scamper for the 
selves away. · them. Without a word they near~st safety : Mrs Paaa-

. · began edging along the ridge more s house. 
Their adventure had begun · ·· · · When Jean Passmore 

at halt-past six that icy I 1 examined ·the drawings made 
evening, Thursday November ; in the shadow of a wall before by the girls, she was 
22, 1979. Lynsey had been · breaking into a run. impressed by their simllarity 
called on by Susan to go Fifty yards along the ridge · 
sledging on the Woodhouse towards home curiosity over- She hadn't belleved them at 
Ridge on the outskirts of came fear and they stopped to first but she was chan'""9 her 
Leeds look back. Suddenly the mind' Th ..... 

· object rose, · slowly ·and · ey mus~ have seen LIGHTS uncertainly, lights flickering, aomethtng. 
as though undecided what to 'Show me where lt hap. 

Up on the lonely ridge, sud- · do next. pened," she said. 
denly they were conscious of a Hummlns softly, lt ap1n She walked along the top 
brtght luminosity and saw a seemed to be approaching. the path with the girls and a 
cluster of lights that appeared girls, aware of their move- neighbouz:, but there was 
to be little more than a · ment, seeking them out. nothing to be seen. Someone 
hundred feet up. Then at about 100 feet lt told the Press, and the in-

A closer look disclosed banked sharply round and cldent was reported in a Leeds 
three green lights in a llne, descended, disappearing newspaper on the Saturday, 
shining directly downwards, · behind the trees down the with the girls' drawings as 
with a much larger crimson , slope. Emboldened, the two lllustrations. 
one underneath ; the colours . girls retraced their steps to get . This attracted the attention 
strangely fluorescent and l a clear view. ' of two experienced Yorkshire 
metallic. The object was perched \ ufologists, the brothers 

Half-blinded by the lights, 1 awkwardly on a steep incline I Graham and Mark Birdsall of 
the girls could just discern an · some 30 yards down the slope. ! Leeds. They called on the · 
oval shape, with fins at either I Still apprehensive, but Tebbsfamilythatevenlngand 
extremltf. It was maklni no tingling with excitement, the . met the two girls. 
sound a all and was quite Kirls felt irresistibly drawn to For the girls the lnltlal 
unlike any aircraft they'd the scene. · excitement was over and they 
seen. For the first time they · p A 'TH 

1 
were ietting bored Wtth ans-

began to feel fear. n 
1 

werini the same questions-
Suddenly the object emitted I but they talked openly enough 

a shrill whine and betran They watched for what and accompanied the Blrd-
splralling down like a leaf. It seemed about two minutes, salls on Sunday morning, the 
seemed to have sensed their and then the object began to first chance the investigators 
presence and they were too wobble before ascending had had of examin1ng the area 
rrtghtened to move or speak. smoothly, as though under in daylight. 
Then it slowed down, straight· much firmer control. Eventu-
ened, the high-pitched whine ally lt narrowed into a single 
gave way to a hum, and the speck of light before finding 
object settled itself on the invisibility in the sky. 
ground only 30 feet away. 

The girls led them to what 
they believed was the exact 
position astride the path 
where the object had first 
alighted. 

The cold weather had 
preserved the snow on the 
slopes but the path had been 
trampled. All the Birdsalls 
found was a half-circular 
depression in the hard ice on 

the edge of the path which 
might have been anything. 

Below them lay the area, 
about 30 feet square, which 
the girls had indicated as the 
site of the second landing. 

They began to notice 
cavities in the snow. And as 
they sketched them on their 
notepads, these became recog­
nisable as E-shaped 
depressions, with a circular . 
hole in the middle. 

A few inches from one of 
these · depressions they 
spotted a conical piece of ice. 
When they placed it In the 
circular hole it fitted exactly. 

Embedded in this lump of 
lee were a number of black 
particles or stones, and they 
remembered seeing some­
thing similar on the first 
landlng site. They retraced 
their steps . 

SIMPLE 
Just off the ~ath, unnoticed 

on their first inspection, was 
the top half of a distinct 
E-shape, the bottom half 
presumably trampled into 
oblivion. The circular piece of 
lee was missing, perhaps 
kicked away, but there were 
black particles nearby. . 

Could these shaped 
depressions have been made 
by the object seen by the llirls, 
or was there a slmp1e expiana· 
tion? Surely if so, or if they 
resulted from a natural thaw-
1 n g, they would occur 
elsewhere on the slope? 

The brothers spent the next 
two hours scouring the area, I 
but nowhere else did they find 
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Scene of the UFO landing near Leeds and (Inset), Lynsey today 

anything resembling these 
E-shaped depressions. 

Meanwhile two ambulance 
men in the Pontefract area 
saw the report of the sighting 
-and the drawings-in the 
Yorkshire paper and wrote in 
to say that later that night 
they too had seen an object 
and reported it; only to be met 
with ridicule by their mates. 

They were struck by the 
similarity-oval-shaped, with 
fins either end-between their 
object and that· seen by the 
girls. 

It remained for the Bird­
salls to deliver their samples 
to the Department of Agricul­
tural Science at Leeds Univer­
sity tor analysis, and await 
results. 

On the Monday the Tebbs 
family had another visitor: he 
was, he announced, a Govern­
ment official. He wanted to 
question the girls. 

Lynsey's father Tony ts sure 
he checked the man's tden­
ttty,but it's eight years ago and 
he remembers little of him. 
What he does recall is the 
conversation he had with him. 

visitor. "I can assure you they 
have." 

"Do you believe what the 
girls say?" asked Tebbs. 

"I can assure you they've 
seen something." 

"What makes you so sure?" 
"I can tell by their answers 

to the questions I asked. I'd 
have found out if they weren't 
speaking the truth." 

"What did they see ?" 
"I can't say at this stage 

what is was, but it'll be best if 
you and the girls don't discuss 
it further. We won't be bother­
ing you again." 

RADAR 
What was it that the girls 

saw? Why was officialdom so 
secretive? Was it some 
remote-controlled experi­
mental machine that went 
wrong? 

Was it the rumoured 
"stealth" aircraft, silent in 
flight and with reduced radar 
image, in some sort of 
trouble? · 

Was it a space craft ? 
Analysis of the samples 
proved nothing. No explana­
tion was ever forthcoming. 

Lynsey and Susan are 22 
now. Both are married and 
Lynsey has an eight-week-old 
baby. 

Tebbs was surprised to 
learn that there was a Govern­
ment department which 
looked into reports of U.F.O. 
sightings. "Have other people 
seen these things, then?" he 
asked. "Oh yes,'' said the Neither girl has ever 

wavered trom her story. 
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_UFO Spotters 
.... . 

·report in 
. Mere ,..,.. MYe Nperted .... 
Int a Ul'O evw AJdrldle after the 
dllclesure ... .... ._,,.,, Ob-
,.,.,.,. •Hut tw ambulance drlv· 
en .... claimed to "8ve Wltneuecl . ...,.,.... """· Mn "-titer Leenard, of High 
Slreet, Clarhanter, wu driving 
....... with Mr 'llulMncl, T~, and 
..,.tlnecltQdrenwMntheysaw 
tlle UllO. 

- ... ... ..... - ltrlgllt '""" Md watcMd It fer ..... tt IMmeCI 
Hire It was moving only 1H1htty,• .......... 

.,,.... It lust IMt 1way,• ...... ... 
Tlte LMMrdl MW It It abeut 

,..,_ - an heur before the two 
Aldrldtt ambulance driven 
.,..... C.yne 1nd Clive Pearsen, 
MW the SUM la,..., hoverlnt lltht. 

· AncL Mn Pemberteft. of Vito 
RMCI, WalMH WeH, wrote to 
.,.... anc1 a1ve say1111 she had 

.......... UllO •'"'9d Blrmlntham 
Road and Tynlllll UM at about 

··1.20pm. 

Cl-tlC.HESTER OBSERVE(~ 
suss ex 
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Q~d you see it? 
Sir, .1. I do not know whether anyone else in 

the district has reported the sighting of a U. F. O . 
in the early hours of Monday morning, Novem­
ber 2, but I would like to say that I did . 

I went to the bathroom and looked out of the window 
and in the sky was a large shell-like obj l!ct covered in 
about 50-70 red lights and surrounded by blue lights. It 
was stationary for about one minute and then there· was 
a loud rumbling noise and it flew off. 

It was a very beautiful sight and by the size and shape 
of it I knew it was not a plane. In fact, I had never seen 
anything like it before. 

It would be very interesting to know if anyone else 
had seen this object. 

Birchwood, Lye Lane, 
East Ashling, Chichester. 

S. M. Harvey (Mrs.) 
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over a 
' country lane, 

suspicious object 
that baffled a 
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policeman 
A policeman's amazing 
evidence (left) • •• the sketch 
Alan Godfrey made In 1980 
after observing a metallic, 
diamond-shaped U.F.O. 

'Your whole 
outlook on 
life changes 
-the whole 
structure· is 
undermined 
because of · 
one incident ' 
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•Unidentified flying obiect1-U.F.0.1- ve 
fascinated and b1ffled tor hundreds of ye re, .· 

with reported sightings all over the world. ut 
are they really lact or fantasy? The Su . 1y 
Exprel1 h11 been t1lklng to ~yewltn• • 
whoae expertencH are tt1rllllng; compe g, 
disturbing-and hard to refute ••• 

by RALPH 
BARKER ,., 

" . I. 

THE first emergency call reached Todmorden 
police station at one o'clock on a Ff1day 
morning. f 1.: f l th N otbing too alarming. One of the o I\, r~ e 
council estate that cl~ng to t!'le lower slope·stf t~1, Pennines which encircle thls Calcier Valle m 
town. The 't:&ller said that a herd of co!, we.a 
wandering down the hillside in a very dll rened 
state. 

1 More calls. All similar. A . -SHREWD 
farm gate left open? 
Worrylni by doga? A spot 
ot rustling? Police Const­
able Alan Godfrey and a 
colleague were d~tailed to 
take a Panda car and find 
out. 

Maybe the duty sergeant 
thought Oodfrey'a Zapl'.'-ta 
moustache made him 
specially suitable for cow­
boy duty. The sergeant was 
wrong. Though Godfrey 
and tiis colleague cruised 
their white Escort along 
the Burnley Road and 
turned up the steep Ferney 
Lee Road into the estate, 
they could find no runa­
way herd to round up. 

PATROL 
Eventually , tired of 

aquintini th·rough the 
freezing rain- it wa& 
November 28, 1980-they 
returned to the atatlon. 
Nothing more waa heard of 
the COWi. 

Soon after five Godfrey 
headed out on Panda duty 
again. It wu the nifht's 
last, routine patrol o the 
town, and he waa alone. 

Outaide the Town Hall 
he spotted Constable John 
Allen. "I've already done 
the town latrol on foot," 
Allen tol him. "J;very-
thin1'1 okay." · 

"In that caae," aald 
Godfrey, ''I'll see if there'• 

' any sign of thoae cows." 
"Not long to go to the end 

ot the night," he thought, 
heading back down the ' 
Burnley Road. Exactly 
now long he wasn't sure, 1 
for tie hadn't worn a watch . 
since It-and he-were 
badly damaged in a violent 
arre:$t thr11e yeus before. 1 

Slowing down to turn · 
into Ferney Lee Road, 1 

&0methin1 further along 
the Burnley Road caught 
hla eye. The rain had 

. stopped . by now, and< the 
air was clear. 

What puzzled him was 
that the vehicle in the 
distance, whatever It was, 
appeared to be lying broad-

. side on to the road. It 
looked like a bus, but there 
was something odd about 
it. He decided to Inver;~ 
tlgate. The cow1 could 
wait. 

He waa drivlnc along a 
trunk road, lesa than a 
mile from the town. There 
was still a row of terrace 
houaes petering out on his 
right. Why then did he 
s\lQdenlf have this feeling 
ot lsolat1on ? 

At 33, married with two 
children, Godfrey was no 

rookie cpp but a ~anced1 -
gen ial yet hrewa 
professional, hii ly res. 

; pected in the fo e. Uut 
' now even the str~t. li&ht, 

reflecting off tm: rain· 
washe.d road, a~ck him 
as eerie. · ·· 

Maybe that waa why he 
stopped a good 30 yards 
short of the ol)Ject he'd 
come to investi1ate; 

Hovering · in ·h~ h.ead· 
lights was a metalllc, 
diamond•ahapedthtnr that 
certainly wasn't a bua. 
Suspended as it ·wq in 
mid·air he could · almost 
have driven underneath it, 

GLOW 
The lower tier waa rotat· 

ing slowly. And trom the 
upper tier a bank of panel1 
or windows stared baok at 
him opaquely. At the ·apex 
wa& a spherical cntlt. -And 
there was no soun!J at:a11. 

He switched on hta Pan· 
da's blue nashina beacon. 
The objeet . reflected the 
puh;ating light.. Jt also 
emitted ·a .silyery;: tluq.ree-
·cent glow. · : : 

He pressed the butt(>n on 
his personal l'&.dl0:1 
" Sowerby Bridge Contr<*. 
from 3961." Three time•~ 
calJed, but · the receiv~r~ 
seemed dead. · · 

These valleys were 
notorious for their r!ldio 
black spots. But he would 
surely be able to rnake_ 
contact on his car .VHF. 
For that he would.have to 
go through Bradford Main. 

" Alpha Bravo Three to 
XB Control. I have a 
message for . Sowerby 
Brldg_e. Over." Agaip Roth· 
inJ. He reached for hi& 
chp-board and began 
1&ketchin& the object.. He 

reckoned it was about 20 
feet wide and 14 feet high. 
It had chosen a spot where 
a drive-in to the car park of 
the old Mons Mill-a 

• massive seven-storey 
structure standing back 
from the road-provided 
an extended hardStanding. 
It what he was looking at 

was some kind of 
hovercraft, lt must have 
been manoeuvred over the 

. mm and the engine-room 
: himney that towered 
above it, avoiding the hills 
and the trees, with extraor­
dinary sklll. All this in 
darkness apart from the 
street lights, on a night 
when it had been raining. 
The more he thought 
about it, the more mind· 
boggling it became. 

MISSING 
Hla incredulity turned to. 

alarm when he suddenly 
realised that somehow, h1s 
car waa now a hundred.· 
yards further down the 
road, way put where the · 
QJ>ject had hovered. And­
"when he got out and 
1Poked back ... it was gone. 
.: l How had he got where he 
*as? Had he been dream­
ing? He did not believe lt. 
:And there was h1s sketch­
board to prove it. He drove 
~a.ck to the station, 
im~atlent to report what 
bed seen. 

He · wu aurpriaed when 
he got there to find that the 
tlme wu 05.30. He didn't 
realise he had been away 
so lone. He began to won­
der what had happened to 
the missing minutes. Had 

he suffered some sort of 
time-lapse, for which his 
memory was blank? 

He expected his 
colleagues to be sceptical, 
but he was unprepared for 
their scoffing. Even when 
he took two of them back 
to the spot, and showed 
them how leaves and twigs 
under the object had swir­
led into a circle, they 
regarded him quizzically. 

They were no more im­
pressed ·when he pointed 
out that whereas the road 
either side was still glisten-

He did not resent their 
ribbing-he knew he 
would have reacted the 
same, and he laughed. But 
rather than attract further 
ridicule, he went off duty 
without making a report. 

' When he took oft his 
nearly -new boots he 
noticed that the left one 
was split open across the 
ball of the foot. On his left 
instep was a small burn, 

I which the doctor later 
diagnosed as a skin infec­
tion, possibly brought on 
by shock. He had never 
had such an infection 
before. He was to learn 
that such marks were 
characteristic of U.F.O. 

· encounters. 
Back on duty that night, 

he was chaffed by the 
off-going shift. He was not 
sorry when he was called 
in to see the inspector. 

"Tell me what you saw.'' 
said the man. 

Godfrey told him, and 
the Inspector's reaction 
surprised him. He didn't 
laugh . 

STOLEN 
"I want fOU to get on to 

Bradford,' he said, "and 
make an abbreviated 
report. They'll telex lt to 
the Ministry of Defence." 
This was the routine with 
U.F.O. sightings. 

Godfrey went back to the 
outer office and rang Brad· 
ford. "I want to report an 
unidentified flying object I 
encountered In Todmor· 
den last night." 

"This isn't the one at 
Halifax then~" 

"Halifax? Waa there one 
at Halifax?" 

"We sent a telex last 
night from three . police 
officers based at Halifax 
who'd had an encounter. Is 
this something ~erent?" · 

"This was at Todmor· 
den." He was beginning to 
see why the lnspector 
hadn't laugh_ed. 

· Three Halifax otticers, 
scouring the moors north· 
east of Todmorden looking 
for stolen goods after a 
tip-off, had seen a steel· 
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ing wet, the site itself was· 
patchily dry. They looked 
up at the trees and 
attributed dry patches to Oj!!! 
them. ~ 
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blue ball of light to the 
north. The time was 04.49. 
Pulsin~ in a slow rhythmic 
throb, 1t had grown in size 
and moved in arcs and 
zig-zags across the sky. It 
had eventually disap­
peared in the direction 
of . . . Todmorden. 

Alan Godfrey reckoned 
he had first sighted it 
hovering over the Burnley 
Road, soon after 05.10. 

The cows-they were 
bullocks-were found next 
morning across the road in 
Centre Vale Park. Animal 
distress, Godfrey was to 
discover, was typical of the 
U.F .O. phenomenon. 

"Amazing encounter in 
Calder Valley," was the 
headline in the local paper · 
a week after the sighting. 
Godfrey had been en­
couraged by his superiors 
to tell his story to the 
Press. If the intention was 
to end speculation, it only 
achieved the opposite. 

His brief period of fame 
was succeeded by years of 
notoriety. The kindest 
thing the West Yorkshire· 
force did for him was to 
grant him an invalid's 

pe_nsion in 1984. for his 
~uries in that aasault 
seven years before. 

"When you've bad an 
encounter such aa I had," -. 
says Godfrey, "it changes 
your whole outlook on life. 

· Not in a religious sense, 
but you're completely and 
utterly changed. 

"Things happen to you 
- thatlou wouldn't believe 
coul happen beforehand. 
The whole structure of 
your life is undermined. 
All because of an incident, 
faithfully reported, which 
lasted in my case no more 
than two or three minutes, 
so far as my conscious 
memory recalls." 

VIVID 
What of his sub-

- conscious? Efforts to 
regress under hypnosis 
have aggravated rather 
than eliminated his con­
fusion. His conscious 
memory, however, the mo- -
ment when he changed his ; 
mind about turning right . 
·into Ferney Lee Road and . 
drove on to investigate, 
stopping short of the ob­
j ect and sketching it, 
remains as vivid as ever. 

"All I can say," he says 
today, happily installed in 
a congenial job in Todmor­
den, "is that I know what I 
saw." 

t' Mystery of UFO 
~' 2- & • • seen cru1s1ng 
across the Fens 
CLAIMS by a Cam­
bridgeshire man that 
he spotted. a UFO near 
Ely are to be investi· 
gated by a national 
organisation which 
collates information on 
space phenomena. 

Mr Leslle Woodbridge Is 
convlitced fie saw a space­
craft while driving acrou the 
Fens to work ear.ly on Fri­
day. 

"I wasn't dreaming. It wa 
Incredible, the most fad­
nating thlna I have seen In 
my whole life," he said. 

Mr Woodbridge, 48, or 
The Cbestnuu, Barway, near 
Ely, was drivlns aJona Main 
Street, Prldnrillow. . 

He glanced out of the side 
window of bis car just after 
7 _am and claims be spotted 
the UFO. 

"I thought at, first It was 
an aircraft, tilit Its shape, 
speed and colour soon con­
vinced me It was something 
far more strange," be said. 

He said the craft was 
saucer-shaped and glowing 
brlsht white, the iDtemlty or 
the whlteM9 increeins to-
wards the tail. . 

He watched It for about JO 
seconds as .it cnmed and 
suddenly - accelerated out of 
sight. 

Details are belna ·taken by 
the Aetherius Society, a 
natienal orpnlutlon wldda 
la trying to collate UFO 
~· 
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UfO sightings 
dismissed as 
. ~ 111' 
re:Ports flood • 

Ill 
Reports of sightings of 

allepd UFOs in the 
countryside near Wol­
verhampton have been 
flooding in. . 

But today an airport 
manager claimed that a 
trainina uarciae waa reepon­
mble & the lightinp Jut 
week. . 

Mr Dan!_l7 __ Wardrobe, 
manapr of HaUPenny Green 
airport, Bobbington, deecribed 
claim• that the atrange 
aircraft were UFOa &1 
"ruhbiah". 

-We do our night training 
on . Thundaya. It must have 
been our plan•. There were 
certainly DO other aircraft in 
tM area, .. he said. 

Witn.am said that they 

saw two or three V-ahaped 
craft flying totally silently in 
tight formation near Wom­
bourne. 

Mn Pat Cropper, of Finch­
field, said she saw the craft at 
Want.onea Road, Penn. They 
looked like two boomerangs 
hovering behind each other. 

"It · could not have been 
aircraft," she said. 

Mn Marian Wataon, aged 
32, of Enville Road, Kinver, 
said: "We thought it must be a 
eecret Ministry of Defence 
plane. 

"One flew really low, bu1 
there was DO noise at all. The} 
were triangular shaped. On1 
wu shining a bright light .01 
to the earth. 

"We thought that eomethin; 
really weird was happening." 

Leslie Woodbridge ... spotted a UFO. 51818132• 

A member of the society, At Lakenheath a spokes-
Mrs Brenda Slattery, who men said:"On Friday we did 
lives at Ashley, near New- not have any aircraft ftylng 
market, said ·she would alean at ali." 
as many detaila from Mr 

-Woodbrldse as possible and 
paa them on. 

And at Mildenhall a 
spokesman said they only 
bad two outsoinl fligbta, but 
none landed early that 
mornlna. 

The two big United States 
Air Fon:e .._ In the ..,., 
Lakenhatb Md Mllclenhall, 
could not llled alldl upt OD 
Mr Woodbrtdp'a cWlm. 

• 
t 

• 


