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0 Interes1·--in· .. -uF -s 
grows with time 
By CARMELA MONK 

F OR STEVE ZALEWSKI of 
Syracuse, UFOs didn't exist 
- a t icaSt,not unt il the 

night he saw one. 
He was 16, on his way home 

from a Junior Achievement meet· 
ing, when he and a fri end saw 
something out of the ord ina ry -
an unident ified nying object - in 
the sky. 

Wh a t he sa w had an ora nge 
"a ura" to it and three ligh ts fo rm­
ing a tr ia ngle that bli nked on and 
off. 

"Whateve r it was, to th is day, I 
ca nnot explain," Zalewski said . He 
checked with the Weather Service 
and oth er sources. Th ere was n't 
anyt hing that was su pposed to be 
up the re that fi t the desc ription he 
gave. 

" Th at was my first a nd onl y 
sight ing," Zalewski sa id . " I have 
not seen them in nearly 13 years." 

Zalewski's interest in the sub· 
ject has only increased since then. 

At hi s sugges tio n, Penn-Ca n 
Mall has invited Don Schm idt 
di rector of special i n v e s ti ga ti on ~ 
from the J. Allen Hynek Center 
for UFO Studies in Chi cago, to 
conduct a three-day exhibition. It 
will open Friday. 

Schm idt will lead a qu estion­
answer discussion at 7 p.m. Friday 
in the mall's community room. 

Schmidt said he expects Syra· 
cuse to be conservative. 

"By nature conservat ive people 
are slow to overreact in regard to 
phenomena. They're objective but 
opinionated." he sa id . 

Schmid t, a technical illustrator 
wi II bring pictures of UFOs. ' 

'_' This is the bes t photograph ic 
evide nce we ha ve co nce rning 
UFOs," he said. 

r nt ere sted observe rs ca n also 
rea d a bout UFOs at Onondaga 
Commun ity College , th anks to 
Za le ws ki . His inte rest de ve loped 
in to a hobby that became a never­
end ing research project. With the 
help of a few experts, Zalewski 
collected UFO lite ra ture fo r OCC. 

CARMELA MONK/ The Post-Standard 

''Whatever it was, 
to this day, I can not 
explain .... That was 
my first and only 

s!ghting. '' 

- Steve Zalewski 

At OCC there are 109 books, a 
stack of studies and a file cabinet 
full of newspaper clippings, essays,. 
studies and government docu­
ment s, making it a n exten sive 
UFO collection, said li braria n Bob 
Mackin. 

" It's the first in the coun try, we 
understand ," said Maxi ne Stryker, 
the reference librari an . 'The qual­
ity is there, the quanti ty is there 
too." 

Medi a a nd re serve librarian 
Ro be rt O ' Boy le ag ree d with 
Stryker th at Za lewski was very 
selective. 

I 

. "There a re a lot of unique 
items, not easy to get hold of 
either, " he said . 

The OCC collection start ed with 
a small selec ti on of materia ls when 
Robert Barrow began teaching an 
introductory course on UFOs in 

1978 . Zalews ki has been adding to 
the collect ion si nce then . 

Some of the items arc hard to 
find . Othe rs arc ha rder to get . 
Throug h the Freedom of Informa­
ti on ;\ c t, Za k w s ~i was able to 
obt ai n gov ern ment rep ort s of 
invest iga tions of UFO sight ings. 

Zalewski sa id he beli eves the 
federal govern ment is keeping a lot 
of UFO info rmati on from the pub­
lic . 

" People are more sophistica ted 
than th ey were in (th e time of) 
Or s o n We lle s' ' Wa r of t he 
Worlds,'" said Zale wski . 

An d aft er see ing movies like 
" Cl ose Encounte rs of the Third 
Kind" and "E.T. ," the publ ic can 
handle the in for mati on, he added. 

"The public loves th is . They go 
crazy ove r thi s,' ' he sa id . "Th is has 
grea t social significa nce to our cul ­
tu re." 

And that's why he coll ec ts the 
books. It is prese rving a part of 
culture that needs docu mentation, 
he said . 

As far as UFOs bei ng a part of 
Syracuse culture , th at 's another 

. th ing . Za lewski sa id the re have 
been three other sighti ngs in thi s 
area: in Bald winsv ill e, Cazenovia 
and on Onondaga Hill. 

There may ha ve bee n more, 
Zalewski ex plained, but many peo­
ple believe someone whos sees a 
UFO is "me nta ll y tilted ," and peo­
ple are afraid to report them. • 
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Lucas residents on TV 

_LUCAS - Jeanne Elias of Lucas and her son John 
::VIII be _fe~.tured tonight during a six-par t series, 

UFOhw, on WBNS-10 TV in Colum bus. 
~enes con1Tnues through Friday on the 6 P m 

newscast. · · 

Tom Berman, s~ecial assignmen t reporter with 
Channel 10, mterv1ewed the El iases about their expe . 
ence on Oc t. .18, 1973, when a milita ry helicop ter pi lo~1 -
and crew fl ymg between Cleveland and Colum bus 
~ncou~tered what appeared to be an un identified fl -
mg object. ---- ·· · - -- Y 

Mrs. -Elia·s said the helicopter hovered fo r some time 
over her house, and the sound awakened her. When she 
wen t t~ ch e~k on her son, he told her he had seen a 
green iJght rn the sky. 

. Last fall w~en there was a UFO exhibit at Richland 
Mall, Mrs. Elias and her son went to see it. ~enny Zied­
man, a UFO researcher who was there ta~d t!leir 
account of the helicopter incident: ;; / ·· '" 
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Oh, those pesky UFO 
abductionSi 

.. ···. ·: ... ·;.; . ' ~ ... 

Klass·will pay $10,000 for evidence 
ByBobQrovH 
Herald Examiner staff writer 

P hilip Klass will pay $10,000 to any humans 
who can prove they were abducted by spa.,., 
aliens and taken aboard an Unidentified 

Flying Object. 
The catch, explains Klass, is that kidnapping is a 

federal o!Tense, "so anyone really certain they have 
been abducted should report it to the FBI. 

"If the FBI confirms the abduction," says Klass, a 
retired senior editor of Aviation Week and Space 
Technology magazine, "I'll pay the abductees 
$10,000 out of my life savings." 

If, however, the FBI investigates and finds you 
falsified a UFO a!;>Q.Y~!!Qr:i . claim, you could face a 
$10,000 fineanafor five years in jail , cautions Klass, 
author of four books on UFO phenomena includ ing 
the just-published " UFO Abductions: A Dangerous 
Game." 

"This may explain why none of these hundreds of 
alleged victims, who go on radio and TV talk shows, 
has reported this to the FBI ," Klass said with a 
chuckle during a phone interview from his Washing­
ton, D.C. home. 

Klass, who prefers being called an educator 
rather than a debunker, presents a free public 
lecture, "UFO Abductions: Fact or Fantasy?" at 
7:30 tonight at the Chemistry Building on the UCLA 
campus. Klass' talk , which will criticize the best­
selling books " Communion - A True Story" by 
Whitley Strieber and Budd Hopkins' " Intruders -
The Incredible Visitations at Copley Woods," is 

1111 the FBI confirms the abduction I'll pay the '. 
abductees $10,000 out of my life savings," says · 
Philip Klass, UFO th~ory educator and author.(>,f 
"UFO Abductions: A Dangerous Game." . , 

sponsored by the Southern California Skeptics. 
"Communion" and " Intruders" both purport to 

be non-fiction accounts of abductions and genet ic 
experimentation of earthlings by space aliens 
When they were published independently of each 
other in 1987, the two best-sellers rekindled a wildh 
popular interest in UFOs. " 

Little green men from Mars and points elsewhen 
have long been staples of cartoons and tabloid 
newspapers. The May 16 issue of the Weekly Wort 
News, for instance, features a story entitled " Spac<· 
ali ens have contacted dolphins! E.T.s think th< 
marine creatures are smarter than human s. say~ 
doc!" The same paper gives the account of <• 
"respected young doctor" who went into a comH 
afler a skiing accident in the Austrian Alps and 
later reported, " I was taken to heaven in a UFO 
UFOs actually ferry souls to the hereafler." 

Modern "UFOiogy" began with the first si g htin g~ 
of nying saucers shortly afler World War II. During 
the 1950s, this public " UFOria" found its way into 
sci-li films such as " The Day the Earth Stood Sti ll' ' 
and ''Earth vs. the Flying Saucers," as well a:-; 
paranoia over alleged government cover-ups or 
UFO sightings. 

In 1961, a New Hampshire couple, Betty and 
Barney Hill, were the first to go public wi th thei 1 
account of being abducted by a UFO, and set oIT u 
wave of similar stories. Erich Von Daniken 'f 
"Chariots of the Gods," and other books and fil m ~ 
claiming to document historical evidence of visi ts b~ 
ancient astronauts from outer space, kep t UFO 
fever alive in the 1970s. Starting with "Closl' 
Encounters of the Third Kind" in 1977, sci -ti fil m 

neofabulist Steven Spielberg spun a string of UFO 
stories such as " E.T." and " Cocoon" into the '80s. 

The public was ripe for " real " UFO abductions 
by the time " Communion" and " Intruders" ap­
peared, even though neither of the two author~ 
we~e scientists or authorities on the subjec t. 
Strieber was a best-selling novelist (" The Wolfen, " 
"The Hunger"); while Hopkins, though he had 
documented other UFO abductions in his earlier 
book " Missing Time," was a moder ately successful 
New York painter. 

But the two books - Stri eber told of his own 
abduction; Hopkins examined alien encounters by LJ 

UFO, B-5 >-
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ABDUC.11 O NS 
suburban Indianapolis family -
bestowed a kind of credence on 
the UFO experience. Hundreds of 
people responded priv~tely with 
stories of their own, as 1f the two 
men had become founding fathers 
of an unofficial UFO Abductees 
Anonymous. 

In both books (soon to be 
films) unsuspecting earthlings 
are r~ndered powerless during 
bedtime visitations by 5-foot-tall 
humanoid creatures with huge 
heads. The aliens have gray skin, 
no hair, large black insect-eyes, 
negligible nose and mouth and 
communicate by telepathy. 

During an hour or so of im­
posed amnesia (known as "miss­
ing time"), the victims are 
levitated out of their homes and 
into a UFO, where they are 
examined and a BB-sized homing 
device is inserted near their 
brain. 

Sometimes sperm samples are 
taken from the men; the women 
are impregnated and the fetus 
later removed. All return to daily 
life bearing small scooplike sca~s 
on their limbs, and recall their 
abduction only during nightmares 
or under hypnosis. 

After 23 years of investigating 
UFO accounts, Philip Klass be­
lieves there is a "down-to-earth , 
prosaic explanation" for a.II of 
them, including those of Strieber 
and Hopkins. Kl~ss . debu~ks 
Strieber as an imaginative writer 
of clever horror fiction who may 
be sulTering hallucinations caused 
by the chronic disease known as 
temporal lobe epilepsy. (Strieber 

i " 

door. There's also an element of 
dress for success; outfits were 
thrust through the door to the 
nearly nude performers. The o~e 
whose clothes arrived in a plastic 
bag, instead o_f on a hanger, was 
clearly at a disadvantage. · 

Like its companion piece on 
the program, this work is .mor~ 
theater than dance, but the physi­
cality while powerful, does not 
substitute for exposition. Nobody 
talks and the acting-out ex­
press~s only frustratic.m. Structur­
ally, it's old-fashioned, but 
without the clear dance _ expr~s­
sion that might redeem its trite 
plot. 

The "Twisted Spring" series 
continues Friday through Sunday 
at LACE with two more new 
works. Nancy Lee and Andrew 
Picken will perform, as will Sarah 
Elgart and members of her en­
semble, who will dance to a score 
by Ed Tomney. 

For information and reserva­
tions, call 624-5650. 

C.ON'T 

has said that tests did not show 
him to have the illness.) 

Klass writes olT Hopkins as 
well-meaning but "extremely gul­
lible." Meanwhile, Klass claims, 
"a small but significant portion of 
the population are what psycholo­
gists refer to as 'fantasy-prone 
personalities.' " 

~ ,,, ,r-
Jim M. Dallmeier/UFO Magazine 

by Strieber and Hopkins - rriigh t 
kill themselves and their childre n 
in mass suicides approaching th a1 
of the 1978 Jonestown massacre 

"There 's no one tried and trut 
abduction scenario," says Vick 
Cooper, co-editor with Sheri1 
Stark of the locally published 
California UFO magazine. "Bu t 
there are so many credible people 
coming forward and reporli n~· 
these incredibly bizarre kinds ol 
events. We have a lot of strange 
things happen on this planet 
There's a big question mark 
about the whole thing." 

"I suspect something out of th<• 
ordinary is happening," ·insist' 
Barry Tass, a counselor with- the 
L.A. UFO Research and Sµppor l 
Group which helps alleged abctuc 
tees cope. "These are liocm·a ! 
people who don 't want pubHcHy 
Our job is not to prove . 0 1 
disprove it. You can 't unless,.you 
have a ship or beings." 

What worries Tass, who say, 
he observed UFOs on two occa­
sions, is that "the phenomeno n 
began in desolate areas out in th « 
sticks. Now abductions are b,ein f: 
reported in places like Bren t 
wood, North Hollywood and Ven-
ice." · Descriptions of aliens often 

state that they are about 5 feet 
tall, have gray skin, lack hair, 
have very large eyes and 
almost no nose or mouth. 

Three years ago, says Klass, 
"I'd have said such myths were 
harmless. We'd all like to believe 
that we're not alone in this vast 
universe, and dream there are 
creatures ftlirly like ourselves." 

Most abductees are not' anx­
ious to go public. "Tom,' '. a ·4·a. 
year-old L.A. businessman, ih.sist ~ 
on a pseudonym when discussinf 
the six times he believes he w.a~ 
abducted , beginning when he wa~ 
a child near Pittsburgh. 

"Personally, I'd find it rema'rk­
able if somebody did believe 

1
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whole goddamn story, becaus~..it' :-. 
so outrageous," says Tom; who 
once belonged to a supporLgroup 
"lt caused me years of grief. 11 

Now, however, Klass worries 
that UFO hysteria could reach 
"dangerous cult" proportions and 
that people - fearing "genera­
tional encounters" as purported 

Says Philip Klass, the skeptic a 1 
journalist with $10,000 to spenc! 
on a confirmed UFO account, "'J : 
would be the biggest story of,th t 
last two millennia." 

HAvER~\LL ~C\-\O-SllFt=ou< -
· MA,'i 2-S \C189 

Strange light 
in the sky 

. \ 

A HAVERHILL woman has 
reported seeing a strange 
light in the sky at 10.20 on 
Monday night when she 
went into her garden to 
take in some washing. 

Joan Bealings, of Arren· 
dene Road, said s~e noticed 
a blue glow shining on to 
her garden and looked _up 
to see an object flashing 
across the sky· · 

3 

She said : ' I thought ~ittle 
of it unt il a work ~nend , 
Mandy Smith, who hves at 
Wickhambrook, said she 
saw a very similar light ~t 
the same time. I wond~r if 
there were any more sight· 
ings and what it could have 
been.' 

JI 



SO UTH SHIELDS man Roderick 
Ste1rarr has heen studrin~ incidences of' 
UFOs orer the tmm "t<>r' SC'l'eral rear.~ . 
Hae he presrnts his /i11di11gs an(/ sug­
~ests rhere could he more to the 1111e.Y­
/>lai11ed sightings tha11111eets the eye ... 

-------
A LEITER sent to me this month from 
no less a personage as Lord Hill-Norton; 
Admiral of the Fleet G.C.B, and ex­
Chief of this country's Defence Staff 
reads: "I think that sooner or later all 
Governments, including our own, will be 
forced to reveal a good deal of factual 
information about the phenomenon, 
which is now concealed." 

Whether research into UFO's be a sceptical 
labour or an intriguing love. it cannot be denied 
that as we enter the space-age I 990's the sight­
ing of Unidentified Flying Objects are well and 
truly a part of our society, so much so in fact 
that the reporting of sightings is a worldwide 
activity with contribution from many countries 
of the globe. 

Neither to · be outdone nor passed 
unacknowledged. perhaps it is time for us to take a 
closer look. for those unaware. at South Shields' very 
own reported dose encounters. the first of which was 
in the autumn of 196 7. a year in which mass sightings 
occured all over Britain. 

/,. /Jlte Octobu tlrree brig/rt triturg111"' slwped ol>­
juts were watched by "ftunily /Ollrso- from tlreir 
wiftdow "' Tpre Dock f111ts for "' le11st lull/"" lrollr as 
tltey luiffg slrilriffg "Pery brig/rt, j11st like electric liglrts' 
;,. tlrL sky sol/fir of tlrL toit•n. TM two boys of tM 
lro11selwld /rad woke at 6.30 a.m. spotting tlrL UFO's 
t/rro11glr tlrLir bedroom window. 

Too big for stars 
Having alerted their parents. sensibly. the police 

were called and upon arriving the members of the 
squad car also witnessed the puzzling trio of objects. 
Said the father: "They were too big for stars." 

RAF Acklington said later that they had no air­
craft in the air and that at the time of the sighting had 
no radar in operation. RAF Boulmer also reported 
they had no knowledge of any objects over the town. 
However, the report filed with the Ministry of De­
fence prompted the following reply from Whitehall (1 
ouote from a oersonal con )· ·· .\ radiosonde balloon. 

l ,~, l?. 
... ~·;; ). . 
._ "''.:; . ,. ~ .. :' 
RODERICK STEW ART - UFO sightings in 

and around Shields. 

which was released from Au~hton, near L1verpoo1 , 
at 5.30 a.m. on that day, was m the vicinity of South 
Shields pursuing an erratic course an hour later. 1 
thin~ that you probably saw the reflection of the 
light of the early morning sun from the surfaces of 
the ~Hoon and its attachments." A wayward bal­
loon? 

Witl,U, tire week tire G11utte receired sererlll siglrt­
"'Ks of str1111ge objects orer tire towff. A grOtlp of 'fery 
red crosses' flyilfK ill formalio" /rad been witnessed by 
e11T/y rnorlrilrg ptUse1fKers a111aiti11K tlte first ferry of tire 
d.Gy Ill tire ferry lamu:lr at arollftd Sa.m. In tlte same 
111eek a tire '"-fllhu objects tlrL Gazette reported 
lww mtirks 111ere foiuul Off tlrL roof of a IHdJding after 
tlrru boys reported seeing a stra/fge flying object in tM 
sky. TM boys clizUMd to lllzre sun a INdlet-s/raped 
object llllreriJIK " slwrt tilM orer Qlf ekctricity s111>­
stlltio11;,, tlle COf'JIU of Horsky Hilljluiior scltOo/field. 
lkow11 •s later /OIUUI on tire roof of tlte brUJding 
(noticed . llOt to lllzre bee11 tlrere preriollsly) were 
t""-8111 to lllz•e bee11 burn mtUk:s left by tlrL mysterious 
object as it jlLw off. 

The boys spotted the UFO whilst looking for a key 
left on the field, glancing up they saw the glowing 

C.ON'T NExrl C04f€ 









In the advert for the first non-stop 
flights from Singapore to London, the 
oicture is one of three UFO ohoto-

tures taken in the 1960s at Sheffield 
and Conisbrough and was published 
first in the Chronicle. 



Still riddle 
WAS it a UFO? 
Observers of the 
'thing' spotted in the 
sky by Heywood am­
bulancemen and Leigh 
factory workers in the 
early . hours of Friday 
mornmg, are today 
still no wiser as to 
what they saw. 

On Friday two Heywood 
ambulanceman reported 
~eeing ~n unidentified fly­
ing object. Police con­
tacted Manchester Airport 
who cited "climatic condi­
tions" as the cause of the 
sighting . 

But night shift workers at 
Leigh's BICC factory were as 
puzzled as the ambulancemen . 
Unhappily , the factory worker 
who would most like to have 
seen the mysterious ' flashing 

By ALWYN G~AHAM 

lights' was not on duty duty 
when they appeared . 

He is Steve Balon , North­
west investigator for the Direct .. 
Investigation Group on Aerial 
Phenomena, the second oldest 
UFO society in England . 

Flashing 
· Steve told collea$ues they 

should have woken him at 2am 
when . the objects appeared in 
the night sky. But no-one did , 
and he had to content himself 
with second-hand accounts 
from workmates . 

Steve said he had investi-· 
gated and been told the two 
ambulancemen had seen 
coloured flashing lights in the 
sky - but when they switched 
their headlights towards the 
'object' , the telephone lines at 
their ambulance station went 
dead and, unable to dial 999 
they went to a police static~ 
and a policeman followed the 

.·s 

' lights ' for more than a mile in 
his car before the quarry " sud­
denly shot off at speed" . 

He said he had spoken to air 
traffic control, and aurora 
borealis had been suggested as 
the cause of the sighting. But 
the evidence he had heard did 
not indicate the northern lights . 

Star 
One man who did see the 

phenomena was 50-years-old 
Jack Hollis, a night shift 
machinist at the BICC factory . 

He told the BEN: " Some­
thing kept flashing red , white , 
and then green . I have never 
seen anything like it before . 
One . man thought it was a star , 
but 1t was too big for a star. 

" You couldn 't make the 
shape out , but it kept changing 
colour. It wasn't an ai rcraft be­
cause it was in the same place 
for two hours." 

Jack said there was a similar 
object , about the same height , 
but furth er away . 



f~t~ -~hi-~h--h~ -~e~~r ~ei; --t~ ·-Britain 
until this week. 

Tested 

The ad is headed: "Which flying ob­
ject are you least likely to have sighted 
over Britain?" 

· In March, the Sheffield Road UFO 
pictures were tested by America UFO 
experts who ccincluded they were 
"most likely the result of a paste-up 
photo ~hnique." 

Mr. Chris Thornton, a partner in 
London-based advertising agency Ed­
wards , Martin and Thornton Ltd . 
which devised the ad., said researchers 
had contacted UFO societies. 

He said: "We included the Barnsley 
UFO picture in the ad because there are 
not that many pictures of UFOs in 

convinced he saw something - but a t 
the time wanted to remain anonymou <­
to spare the ridicule of disbelieving 
friends . 

• LEFT: the ad ... with Barnsley ' 
contribution In the top left corner. 

CRASH PLANE VANISHES 
'1 1 2 ~ 

BAFFLED police are 
searching for a crashed 
plane that vanished 
without trace. 

Worried families re· 
ported that a low-flying 
aircraft disappeared over 
marshland near their 
homes. 

But a huge search, in· 
volving a coast guard he· 
licopter, police and 
firemen, drew a blank. 

Now people in South· 
port , Merseyside, fear it 
ditched in the sea . They 
told police th a t the 
orange and white plane 
headed towards their 
homes before veering off 
towards the sea. 

Barry Williams , 14 , 
said: "It missed a row of 
houses by a matter of feet 
before heading out to sea. 
I couldn't hear any en­
gine noise and I was only 

a couple of hundred 
yards away. 

" I a m posi tiv f' 1 1 
crashed in the sea." 

Merseyside police said . 
"It is a bit of a mystery to 
say the least." 

Jenny Randles, of UFO 
Watch, said yesterday: " It 
could have· been a re· 
mote-controlled plane 
which the military use 
for reconnaissance in 
Northern Ireland." 



,. 
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"I'VE BECOME, NOT CYNICAL but 
disillusioned with the way things are 'being 
done," said Imbrogno, who has ceased active 
investigation of reported UFO sightings "It · 
was the signal versus the noise and the ~oise 
kept getting bigger and bigger and bigger and 
the signal kept getting smaller and smaller and 
smaller ... It's just been hyped so much that 
you can't do an objective investigation 
anymore." 

Imbrogno said he is now "kind of laying 
back, waiting for the big one. The photograph. 
The videotape. The incident." 

Meanwhile, "the phenomena is still there. 
People are still reporting them. There are still 
sightings all over the world," Imbrogno q,.. ;ti 
"I'm convinced that the phenomena is re& but 
there's no evidence to indicate what it 
represent.a. When it comes down to the nitty 
gritty, you haven't really proved anything 
except that people saw something they 
couldn't explain." / / / I 

ADSCe N~ CANTERBU~ 
1-'E:N r 

MAY \C\ \q09 

Have you 
seen these 

UFOs? 
ABOUT four weeks ago you very kindly 
printed a letter for us, and we say thank 
you - the response was great. 

We are now looking for witnesses to 
these events in the following areas: 

Christmas 1988 around the coastguard 
station at Deal - a large disc with a nwn­
ber of lights underneath slowly coasting 
over the houses lighting up the surround­
ing area. 

Saltwood area - a bright blue/white 
light around Castle Road area, at about 
I am, emitting a sound like a large elec­
trical spark was seen in November last 
year. 

Kingsnor1h/Ashford area late October 
1988 • a UFO in the Riverside Close 
area and Ashford. A large disc was ex­
tremely low over these areas between 
500 and 30ft off the ground, with a silver 
body and lights underneath - circular in 
shape and about !Oft in diameter. 

Charing Cross/London · we would like 
more witnesses to come forward about a 
UFO at or over the railway station, at 

6. l 5pm, on 8 April. A number of people 
travel this line into Folkestone. 

Maidstone/Charing in February, 1989 · 

a very large object exploded in the sky at 
Charing or nearby, at about 6pm. There 
was a lot of traffic on the road at the 
time. 

Maidstone/Bimam Square, on 20 Feb­
. rua.ry, 1989 • an oval object whitish/ 
·yellow and red in colour, with no sound 
but controlled movement up high then 
very low, at about 6.40pm. 

The UFO stayed in the area for about 
10 minutes, and was about the slu of a 
large dinner plate. 

Kingsdown/Deal, on 7 April, 1989 • 
the shape of a low-crowned bowler hat, 
silver in colour with no sound. This last­
ed for about four minutqs ,at I lam. 

These are just a few of the reports that 
I have received in the so,uth of Kent and 
in the northern part, reports are still com­
ing in by phone and letter. 

We would like more people to come 
forward who saw these events to contact 
me on 0679 20599. · 

John Robson 
Sunset Cottage 

New Street 
Lydd. 
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in space 
ROD Ste.wart's comments about UFOs (Gazette, 27 
May) are mterestmg. 1 should like to add two comments. 

. Firstly, s.ince the 1950s I have observed silvery-white 
discs and cigar-shaped UFOs hovering or moving over 
South Shields, one even disappea ring befo~e my eys! 

My conclusion: these may have been ordinary objects 
viewed in unusual ci rcumstances. or they could have 
been unusual objects. 1 cannot be certain . 

Sec'ondly, I quote the Ministry of Defence 's comments 
about UFOs, sent to me from Whitehall five years ago: 
"V:'e have to recognise that there are many strange 
thmgs to be seen in the sky, but we believe there are 
adequate explanations for them. 

"They may be satellite debris re-entering the earth 
atmosphere, ball lightning, unusual cloud formations , 
meteorological balloons, aircraft lights, aircraft at un­
usual angles or ·many other things. There is certainly no 
evidence that alien spacecraft have landed on the planet. 

"Although we have not carried out our own studies, 
we 11re· aware of independent studies into the UFOs, 
notably by the University of Colorado published in 
1969. This concluded that 90 per cent of all UFOs 
reported could be plausibly related to ordinary phenom­
ena ." 

This comment does make me wonder what the re· 
maining 10 per cent of reported UFOs relate to - the 
unexplained or aliens from other worlds?! 

DAVID R KEEDY, 
Mortimer Road, 
South Shields. 

R't Ii DALt;: Mb' RCLH~ 'i 
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UFO hotline 
SEEi'\ A1'Y UFOs recently? Any of ET's rrla · 
ti,·es·? Or anyt.hin g that might ha.ve com e fro m 
Outer Space ·? 

If so, read on. And if not, read on anyway . 
Anthony Dodd has his feet firml y on the 

ground. He must have, having served the North 
Yorkshire Poli ce for 25 years. So I have to takt · 
him seriously, whe n he writes to me. as he ha~ 
done. 

In his re tire m e nt , Mr Dodd has becom<' 
direct-0r of r esear ch and investigations for 
Quest Publications which produces a m agazinc· 
a bout Unide ntified Flying Objects in the UK . 

Network 
"In an e ffort to further improve our a lread.\ 

excellent investigative network which e n· 
compasses .the length and breadth of Bri tain . 
Europe and ove rseas," says Mr Dodd, modestly , 
" we have launched a 24 hour International 
UFO hotline." 

Should you see something which might be a 
UFO and you want to tell someone who will not 
scoff with disbelie f, Mr Dodd , of 18 Hardy 
Meadows , Grassington, invites you t-0 use tht· 
hotline: 0756-752216. 
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Fawcett reported the incident to Pease Air 
Force Base and was told that he and the other 
witnesses would be bearing from officers at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, where the 
Project Blue Book investigation was then 
based. More than 20 years later, he's still 
waiting to hear from the Air Force, "which 
gives you an idea of h?w t?or~ughly ~hey 
investigated even maJor s1ghtmgs, with many 
witnesses." 

After Fawcett began his association with 
Hynek, he learned that many significant 
reports of sightings by military personnel were 
missing from the Blue Book files. Efforts to 
obtain them through the Freedom of 
Information Act were unsuccessful. Through 
their .loose network of investigators, Fawcett 
and his colleagues heard many reports that the 
Central Intelligence Agency had files on UFOs. 
But when the CIA was querried on the subject, 
the agency denied having an interest in UFOs 
or any related documents. 

FAWCETT AND OTHERS who didn't 
believe the government founded Citizens 
Against UFO Secrecy, or CAUS. They sued the 
CIA under the FOi act and recovered 2,000 
UFO-related documents, "from an agency 
saying they had none." In 1980, CAUS took 
that National Security Agency all the way to 
the Supreme Court and won access to 250 
UFO-related documents. The NSA had also 
denied having any files on UFOs. To date, 
about 15,000 government documents have been 
handed over to CAUS through legal action and 
FOi requests, Fawcett said. 

"We found an on-going interest on the part 
of all these agencies after the close of Project 
Blue Book," even though the government said 
Blue Book ended its involvement in the UFO 
phenomenon and that UFOs posed no threat to 
national security, Fawcett said. 

The group's efforts also revealed that there 
was a series of UFO sightings over six Strategic 
Air Command bases - including a nuclear 
weapons storage facility - in 1975, Fawcett 
said. Lighted, football-shaped objects "were 
coming and going with impunity," Fawcett 
said, adding that efforts to follow the UFOs 
with chase planes were futile . 

"The documents show that we were 
helpless ... It was really an awesome, awesome 
incident." 

But what were the UFOs? Space aliens? 
Secret weapons? Meteorological illusions? 

"I don't think any researcher can actually 
say that because we don't know. We can make 
a case that something is going on in our skies," 
said Fawcett. He takes tales of abductions by 
aliens and the like with a grain of salt. But 
anything is possible. "I do believe that the 
answer lies within the government's files . They 

i..~..w·.·.-.an(m)thereiaa 
cowr-up, from the White HOUie on .down." 

"I'm sure they're aliens. No doubt in my 
mind," said Robert Bletchman, national 
publicity director for MUFON, the Mutual 
UFO Network. An international group of 
investigators with the goal of scien~ifically 
studying the phenomenon and gettmg the 
government to cough up more information 
about UFOs, MUFON takes no official 
position on whether or not UFOs are the ships 
of aliens. But Bletchman, a Manchester 
attorney has made up bis own mind. "I'm 
convinced ... that there are different beings 
here from different planets doing different 
things." 

WITH EARTH SPECIES BECOMING 
EXTINCT at an alarming rate, Bletchman 
guesses that aliens may be visiting the planet 
to collect and catalogue various types of flora 
and fauna before they vanish from the universe 
forever. 

"When one puts together the whole 
spectrum of evidence," he said,. "we're not left 
with fleeting, equivocal information ... The 
residue doesn't fall apart. Dr. Hynek called it 
'an escalation of hypotheses.' " 

Bletchman added, "I'm not a 'true believer.' 
I practice law. I know what evidence is." 

"You must never, never, never cease to use 
your critical faculties," said. John White, a 
writer and researcher of paranormal 
phenomena based in Cheshire. "Believe as 
little as possible. Know as much as possible." 

White, the sponsor of an annual conference 
on UFOs, is convinced the ships are real and 
suspects they're piloted by extraterrest rial 
beings. "One very credible researcher estimates 
that there have been about three million 
sightings since the beginning of the modern 
era," White said. "There is physical evidence . 
There are photographs. There are radar 
sightings. Pilots have reported seeing them.'' A 
recent poll; he noted, showed that more than 
half the adult population of the U.S. accepts 
UFOs as real. 

But all the hype, the popularization of the 
UFO movement, has disenchanted Imbrogno. 
He cited the recent publication of 
"Communion," a claimed non-fiction account 
by science-fiction writer Whitley Streiber 
recounting the author's abduction by aliens. 
The book was on the New York Times best 
seller list and has sold more than 600,000 
copies. It will soon be made info a movie. 
Imbrogno noted that it's quite a coincidence 
when a successful science-fiction writ.er, author 
of "Wolfen" and other such tales, is kidnapped 
by space aliens. When the study of UFOs 
translates into big, big money, the objectivity 
of those involved comes into question. 
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THE UFO 
ENIGMA 

Scientists and laymen 
alike wonder what's 
going on up there 

By Bill Gruber 

E 
lien Crystall painted her 35mm camera at 
the night sky and took a photograph of a 
distant, blinking light. She used a flash, to 

illuminate the fqr~ground and provide a frame 
of reference. 

Althoug}:l the subject of her photo was 
several miles away, she was pretty sure it was 
another alien spacecraft. 

Al. the light drew nearer and the sound of a 
jet engine became discemable, Crystall 
quashed the doubtful comments of an observer 
by pointing out that the aliens are capable of 
making their "ships" sound just like airplanes. 
When the craft's wings and fuselage could be 
seen silhouetted in the moonlit, late-March 
sky, she 888ured t_hat Y~can sometimes look 
like airplanes. The iliens, she said, might even 
have planes of their own. 

Crystall, a self-proclaimed professional 
"UFO photOgrapher" who leads regular 
spacecraft-watching expeditions in the towns 
of Montgomery and Pine Bush, N.Y., is 
representative of one element of the widely 
diverse and sometimes offbeat group of 
enthusiasts who believe UFOs are real and 
probably from outer space. 

Although Crystall - convinced that UFOs 
are spacecraft piloted by alien beings in 
cahoots with the U.S. government - may seem 
extreme in her zeal, she is taken seriously 
enough within the UFO cult. She gives 
presentations at UFO seminars and publishes a 
quarterly newsletter called "Contactee," which 
purports to represent "the first organization 
for research of UFOs by direct observation." 

People like Crystall and others who make 
widely publicized claims of close encounters 
with spacecraft or abduction by aliens often 
gamer the lion's share· of media attention. But 
there are others deeply involved in the UFO 
movem,ent, 8erious investigators who approach 
the subject with skepticism and scientific . 
objectivity. To those men and women, there is 

little doubt that UFOs - unidentified flying 
objects - do exist. But unanswered questions 
remain: Who or what are ,they? Where do they 
come from? What do thex want? 

''There are all sorta of reports being 
generated about blood-sucking ali~ns and 
underground bases and people who have been 
abducted and had implants put into their 
brains," said prominent UFO investigator 
Philip Imbrogno of Bethel. "Unfortunately, 
that's what the public wants to bear." 

MEDIA HYPE AND THE PUBLIC'S taste 
for sensationalism have made it nearly 
impoeaible to seriously study the UFO 

phenomenon and have discredited the efforts 
of legitimate investigators, said Imbrogno. 

"I feel kind of like I'm trying to be a point of 
sanity in all the madness." 

A hig}i school science teacher in the White 
Plains, N.Y., public school system, Imbrogno 
has been investigating UFQ siKhtin.gs since the 
early 1970s. He led ah iriVe8tigation info a large 
number of related sightings in the Hudson 
River Valley during the early 1980s and 
documented hie findings in a book called 
"Night Seige - the Hudson Valley UFO 
Sightings," which has become a standard of 
sorts for those convinced UFOs are real. 

"I had always been interested in astronomy 
and the possibility that UFOs represented 
extraterrestrial visitors intrigued me," 
Imbrogno said, explaining why he joined the 
Center for UFO Studies, an independent 
investigating group, in 1973. Imbrogno became 
a case investigator for CUFOS but soon 
became disillusioned. 

"I was disappointed," he said. When he 
began looking into reported UFO sightings, he 
found than many labeled "unexplained" by the 
center could be easily explained by natural 
phenomena. Many of his fellow investigators 
were OV(lrzealous, eager to prove that UFOs did 
exist and were manned by aliens. Imbrogno 
felt that investigations were not being 
undertaken with the objectivity neccesary to 
get to the bottom of the many UFO reports 
recorded around the world each year. 

"They were hunting down spaceships, rather 
than trying to explain a phenomenon," 
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Imbrogno said. "I became discouriged I 
became something of a skeptic." · 

~lJT ~HIS REPUTATION as an 
?bJective investigator who wasn't willing to 
Jw;np to c.onclusions grew, Imbrogno started 
~~ assigned to juicier cases. He looked into 
s1gbtmgs that couldn't be written off to the 
usual explanations. And be got to know J. 
Allen Hynek. 

"Once, (the investigation of UFOs) was the 
realm of nu.ts and whacks and whackos,'' 
lmrogn~ s~d .. Hynek brought credibility to the 
~eld by 1D81stmg upon scientific objectivity. 
Dr. Hynek used to refer to 'the UFO 

phenomenon,' not to spaceships and aliens and 
all that crap." 

Hynek, who helped Imbrogno with "Night 

: ...., ""lied. die hook.~ ... ~- *HI' 
wn an incredible human being," Imbrogno 
Sltld. 

A consultant to the U.S. Air Force "Project 
Blue Book" investigation, Hynek was not 
satisfied with the govememnt's final finding in 
1969 that all UFO reports could be ascribed to 
misunderstood sightings of airplanes, satellites, 
weather balloons, temperature inversions and 
other natural phenomena. "He was told by the 
government to explain the cases away," 
Imrogno said. 

Hynek founded the Center for UFO Studies 
and was, at the time of his death, the nation's 
preeminent UFO researcher. Although he 
never could determine just what UFOs were, 
he became convinced they represented 
something that defied any ordinary 
explanation, and that the U.S. government 
knew more about UFOs than it was prepared 
to share. 

THE MORE INVOLVED IN THE 
MOVEMENT Imbrogno got, the more he was 
persuaded that something extraordinary was 
talcing place in our skies. 

In 1982, the Hudson Valley sightings began. 
Imbrogno, who investigated the early reports, 
was struck by the number of eye witnesses, the 
similarity of the reports, and the reliability of 
those claiming to have seen a huge, 
boomerang-shaped object in the night sky over 
New York and western Connecticut. Over the 
next five years, he would look into hundreds of 
cases in which ordinary people with no 
previous interest in UFOs claimed to have seen 
a huge, silent object that could hover in place 
and turn on a dime. In all, more than 5,000 
sightings were reported to police and UFO 
investigators over the years, he said. 

The official explanation for the reports was 
that it was a hoax perpetrated by light-plane 
pilots who flew in a V-shaped formation with 
their landing lights on, intentionally 
simulating a UFO. Indeed, Imbrogno 
confirmed, many sighhtings could be traced to 
airplanes. 

e 

"There's no doubt that there have been 
pl~es flying around in formation," he said, 
notmg that.even planets and single aircraft 
have some~1mes been reported as UFOs. But 
he added,. These ov~rflights of planes did not 
s~ .until ~r a senes of close-encounter 
s1ghtmgs" m 1983 and 1984 

"You have to remember that there have been 
so r;!any r?ports and y~u can't discount them 
all~ he 88ld. Several witnesses reported seeing 
!1 smgle, huge structure. Such sightings 
included a remarkable one at the Indian Point 
nucle~ reactor in Buchanan, N.Y., where 
secunty guards said a giant, solid object 
ho":ere~,over one reactor for an extended 
penod. You have so many encounters in so 
many places ... A good deal of the sightings 
cannot be traced to planes." 
Imb~ogno has several theories abo9t the 

formations of planes. Early sightings were 
trac~d to sport pilots from Stormville, N.Y. 
But ~n later occurrences, the formations were 
too t1~ht, the weather conditions to adverse for 
the flights t? have been made by recreational 
flyers, he said. One of Imbrogno's hypotheses is 
that the later formations were flown by trained 
government pilots - maybe even the CIA - in 
~effort to discredit legitimate UFO sighting . 
His efforts to substantiate this through 
requests for information under the Freedom of 
Information Act have thus far provided no 
proof. 

ANOTHER SUBSCRIBER TO THE 
GOVERNMEN'.f cover,-up ~heory is Larry 
Fawcett, a full-time pohce heutentant in the 
town of Coventry and part-time UFO 
investigator. 

"I was a very close personal investigator for 
Dr. J. Allen Hynek," said Fawcett, who became 

• hif c 11ed .ia UFOI only after be ..w one · 
hbmelf. 

"I had a sighting in July 1965 in the town of 
Manchester, very close up, within 250 yards." 
Fawcett recalled that he had stopped at an 
auto dealership to look for a new car. The was 
an electrical sub-station across the street. 
Fawcett and about 25 other witnesses watched 
a huge, metallic, football-shaped object, about 
the size of a Boeing 747 jumbo jet but without 
wings or any visible propulsion system, 
descend to within a few feet of the sub-station 
and hover soundlessly above it. A rod came 
down from the bottom of the object and · 
electricity arced between the object and sub­
station. Immediately, power was knocked out 
in that section of Manchester. The sighting 
lasted only about 35 seconds. 

"Prior to that incident, I had no interest in 
the phenomenon whatsoever. I believed what I 
was being told, that there was nothing to it ," 
Fawcett said. "Seeing it with my own eyes 
convinved me. It was a once-in-a-lifetime 
sighting." 
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Holiday_Rhotos 
I·eveal a UFO 

STUDENT Sam Gangat was 
really spaced out with shock 
when he looked at a film he'd just 
had printed. 

It's not a bird, nor a plane ... but it 
could just be a flying saucer! 

This exclusive photogra ph was snapped by 
the! Leicester student while he was on holiday 
in France. 

It has bafOed UFO experts and scientists while 
e:-;ci ting others who believe that it could provi de the 
be~t ev idence vet that we a re nol alone. 

Sam, of Ashl eigh Road , Leicester. look the myste­
rious photo while on holiday in Savoy. 

"I was taking shots of the mountain a nd va lleys 
a nd it was onl y some time late r wh en I had the film 
developed that I noticed the fl ying object."' sa id 
HI-year-old Sam. 

"'It must have been travelling at speed or was so 
far away that I didn 't notice it a t the time. 

"I had always be lieved there could be life-form on 
other planets. Havi ng seen the photo blown-up I'm 
quite sure there must be and this could be one of 
their spacecrafts." 

? I L t> 

I 
I 

The photograph i now bei ng examin ed by the 
British UFO Research Association . esam's dramatic holiday snap of the Alps with the UFO arrowed 

One of their members, Cl­
ive Potter, a leading British 
UFO expert, said: "It will 
remain a mystery for some 
time until all the exhaust­
ive tests are carried out. 
But the object is very 
clearly defined, with the 
sun casting a shadow un­
derneath the main body, 
suggesting there was an ~b-

Jht in the sky when the 
P .oto~aph was taken 
th If t ~scan be established 
h r?u.g the tests as a fact 

t dn it wdl provide exciting 
fhne ~~artl1ng evidence in to 
visit E early . that aliens do 

p art 1 in space crafts " 
agar:.hs~~?·case of 'plane it 



H9tline fOr the 
Warminster thing 
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WHATEVER happened to 
the Warminster Thing? It 
must have been 20 years 
ago that the papers were 
full of intriguing reports 
about inexplicable " hap­
penings" of an extra-ter­
r estrial nature in that 
otherwise pleasant part of 
Wiltshire. 

a mong journal istic fruits of 
public interest a roused by sup­
posed doings of the Thing. 

Perhaps It Is not dead after a ll. 
hut waiting to amaze us all with 
further revel at Ions about what 
goes on In Outer Space. UFOs. it 
seems. are still around. and mem­
bers of a body called Quest Publi­
cations International are so dete r­
mined to make us all believe It 
thev have launched a 24-hour 
international UFO hotline. 

Investigations. Anthony Dodd. a 
retired policeman. 

"We re<'ently heard a taped ron­
versat ion made by astronauts on 
board the space shuttle Discovery. 
subsequently overheard and re­
corded by lis tening s tations on 
Earth. In the recording. the astro­
nauts are he ard to rem a rk : 
'Houston . this Is Dis<'overy. we still 
have the alien s pacecraft under ob­
servance'", 

Whether or not this sounds con­
vincing. the very next lime you 
spot a UFO (is "an UFO" correct 
English?). be sure to ring Mr Dodd 
on his hotline - 0756 752216 -
or phone him personally on 0756 
752847. 

At le ast one enterprising 
journalis t lived at Warminster 
at the time - he used to do 
pieces for The Echo - and one 

-. book, possibly more. emer,ged 

"We receive regular data from 
conta<'ts as fa r afie ld as Japan. 
South Africa. Israel and Moscow. 
but mostly the United States." 
says their director of research and 
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Club 'liS-ts 892' UFO sightings 
in'6 , 

by PAUL NEWMAN 

T HE Essex skies a re 
a li ve with myster iou s 
objects, according to a 
UFO spotters grou p in 
the county. 

In the last nine months a 
staggering 892 flying ob­
jects or strange lights in the 
sky were reported to the 
Boxted-based East Anglian 
UFO and Paranormal Re­
search Association. 

And several witnesses 
claim to have actually made 

-·I ...'. - .'-· 

WORRIED people 
who thought they 
saw a UFO hurtling 
across the skies 
last night have been 
told they probably 
spotted a meteorite. 

contact with creatures not 
of this Earth . 

Spokeswoman Sheridan 
Lane said between July 31 
and December 31 last year, 
532 sightings were reported 
in Essex. 

After the group investi­
gated them, 189 turned out 
to be aircraft or other every 
day explicable objects. 

But the remaining 343 
were impossible to explain, 
and have been classified as 
UFOs. 

Coastguards at Yar­
mouth said the object 
had been sighted 
along the East Coast 
from the Humber to 
the Thames , and 
some people were 
worried that they had 
seen a flying saucer. 

But Mr Geoff Sutton, 
of Norwich Weather 
Centre, sa i d the 
annual vis i t by the 
Cetids meteor i te 
shower was almos t 
certainly to blame. 

He sa id : " There i s 
no need to panic. This 
meteor shower is due 
to be seen between 
May 14 and 23 so that 

A further 360 · objects 
were spotted and reported 
between January l and Ap­
ri l 30 this year. 

of contact with alien life­
forms, with one Clacton 
woman claiming she was 
abducted by a spacecraft I 
before havi ng the event 
erased from her mind . 

Investigations are still 
going on into 160 of them, 
whi le 150 have been classi­
fied at UFOs. 

She late r relived her 
close encounter under hyp­
nosis with the UFO re- 1 
search team. 

But al l the incidents are 
not mere sightings ·of dis­
tant indistinct objects, 
claims Miss Lane. 

If you're still sceptical , 
the team has orgamsed a 
UFO talk by author Ti­
mothy Good, at Ceci l Jones 
School , Southchurch , 
Southend , at 7.30pm, on 
June 24. 

Of the recent 360 cases, 
270 were from people who 
spotted bright lights in the 
sky. 

But ten were actual cases 
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seems to be the logl· 
cal explanation. 
Meteor showers can · 
been seen In the sky 
at certain times of the 
year , and that is .· 
probably what hap­
pened In this case." 

ATMOSPHERE 

But Mr Eric Mutton 
of Overstrand , near 
Cromer, who sa id he 
spotted someth ing 
travelling across the 
sky leaving a greenish 
burn, said : "I very 
much doubt it was a 
meteorite . I have 
never seen one like It. 

'2. 

" It made no sound 
and was travelling 
horizontally, not verti· 
cally . It was leaving 
sparks behind it, as if 
things we re burn ing 
up in the atl')'losphere. 

" I was out in the 
garden when I saw it 
and wondered what 
on earth it could be." 

Ret ired doc tor Mr 
John Hackett , o f 
Cromer Road , Ayl ­
sham, said: " I thought 
it couldn't be lightning 
because it was very 
bright. It was very 
peculiar. " 
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APR 2.5 \q8ct nave-c~~pace 
people' visited 
East Anglia? 
Mystery sightings 'foo 
many to be dismissed' 

. Strange 
case.of 
couple's 
missing 

7 ·~- hours 

"Once the engine had 
been adjusted the car started 
and they continued their 
journey. 

" When they arrived at 
their destination the time 
was 1.30 am. The engine was 
fixed ,·ery quickly so they 
have hours they cannot 
account for." 

Mr. West said the 
woman, who do<'s not wish 
to be identified, has 
volunteered to undergo hyp­
nosis to es tablish what did 

AS AN example of Ron happen during those missing 
hours. 

West's work he details CASE HISTORY TWO: 
examples of two cases under "A retired military man 
investigation at the moment. was walking his dog in 
CASE HISTORY ONE: 

"In the summer of 1984 a Basildon on December 6 
young woman and her 1979 at 6.30 pm when he 
boyfriend were travelling by saw a double set of lights in 
car on the Al092 between the sky slowly approaching 

Haverhill and Sudbury. hi'!!At first he thought it was 
" They left home at 7 pm 

and were expecting to arrive an aircraft until it stopped 
in Sudbury at about 8.30 pm. and remained stationary in 

"While they were travell- the air. 
ing along the road the "The man returned home 
woman noticed a bright ball and then while standing in 
of light following them. It his garden saw a large craft 
swept over their car and flying very slowly at about 
stopped 100 yards ahead of 500 feet. 
them. "It made very little noise 

"The car's engine and - if it was a normal aircraft 
lights failed. They got out of it just would have stalled at 
the car to fix the engine that height and speed. 
while the light continued to "The underside of the 
hover further down the road. craft was white. There were 
As soon as they stepped out two sets of lights under each 
of the car their feeling of wing and the whole craft was 
panic disappeared and they reflected as a diamond 
felt calm. · sh~~e. " __ . 

Mr. West'is frying to dis­
cover whether the craft was 
a new type of aircraft or a 
visitor from another world. 
• If you have had a UFO 
experience, Ron West can 
be reached on the UFO hot-
line telephone 0268 
286079. 

By Andrew Clarke 

RON WEST i a man with a mission. For the past 20 i.:ar~ . l ie h<t> 
one of rhe country's leading UFO in ve t igators. 

In 1986, he was promoted tO the posi- " Also there are many repor t. fro1 . 
tion of Accredit.:d In ves tigat or by th .: normally rel iable >ources - air lin 
Briti sh UFO Research Association, th e pilots, police officers, members of till 
leading amateur body of UFO investiga- RA F and USAF. Wh y woul d the" 
tion in the United Kingdom. people make something up and plac. 

Ron, who is based just outside Col- their reputations in jeopardy if the~ ' 
chester, is in no doubt that a liens (or sightings were not true?" 
space people, as he prefers to call them) Havi ng said that , M r. West said al 
do ex ist. UFO sightings should be thorough I ~ 

H t! says there have been too many researched before they can be classifie' 
UFO sightings around the world by roo as visitors from another world . 
many people for them to be dismissed. He admits that some sightings are ju5 

" Yes there a re such things. But there lights from aircraft in the sky, whi J, 
are also quite a lot of elaborate hoaxes others are peculiar effec ts caused b •. 
which we have to son out, " he said . unusual weather conditions, but re," 

' " I am well aware that photographs those who manage to make a clear ident 1 
can be faked quite convincingly. So I rely fication, particu larl y when supported b 
mainly on spoken evidence. Innocent witnesses, hr says tlwrc can be no do u 
things let slip in conversation will con- that the strange objcct 5 a re vi it ors fru 
vince me that the experience was genu- some other world. 
ine ." Ron becan1e act ivdy involved in UJ ·c 

Frightened research in the early 60s when he "" 
He said the majority of people who demo~bed from the Army. 

report seeing UFOs have nothi ng to gain ~JS interest began in 1952 when he 1v; 
by their ad mission . stationed Jn Malaya and had wha t 1 

"Many of them are frightened and b~hev.es was a close encounter with ;, 
upset by their experiences and run the ah;,n spacecraft. 
ri sk of being ridiculed by their family I can remember litt le abou r th 
and friends by speaking about their expe- encounter . I don't reall y know or und(! r 
riences . s~and what happened. r have been to i< 

since that I have a powerful mind-bl od 
pl~c_:d on my ine-!Ilory . 



Is It real or Is It a fake? This photograph Is reputed to show a UFO hovering over a house at Southend. 

"c very now and then a little bit of 
information filters out, ·but the only way 
for me to properly remember the whole 
incident ;would be under hypnosis . '' 

He said hopefully the whole memory 
of the incident will come back to him in 
time. " I have no desire to go under hyp­
nosis to get at this information. I am sure 
it will come out of its own accord." 

Ron believes that East Anglia is an 
important area for UFOs in Europe. Part 
of the explanation is because of the high 
concentration"of military airbases h"ere. 

"There is: a lot of activity over 
Southend. The UFOs have been seen 
gathering over the area and disappearing 
into the watet out to sea.'' 

He said th~t in the past 12 months, the . 
skies have been particularly busy. "From 
January 1 to the end of March we are 
investigating !J 37 UFO sightings in Nor­
folk, Suffolk and Essex. We have 192 
reports still to be investigated. 

"In · the 1¥t six months of 1988, we . 
bad 489 ~s reported to us. Of that 
11umber, 260. were identified aS aircraft , . 
balloons or }'ihatev~r .. but 229 sightings 
remain unidentified." ' · · .: 

He added l@iat of the sightings, 40 per . '' 

film Close Encounters of the Third Kind 
could have been true. · 

"It is believed that the United States 
government recovered a crashed alien 
spacecraft from Roswell in New Mex ico, 
complete with the bodies of four aliens." 

According to documents publ ished in 

a new book entitled Above Top Secret , 
this story is true. 

Five pages of a secret document are 
reprinted explaining the work of secret 
department Majic-12. 

The document, drawn up on Novem­
ber 18 1952, to be presented to President­
elect Dwight Eisenhower, says a crashed 
spaceship was recovered from Roswell 
with the bodies of four aliens . 

These were humanoid in appearance , 
but had followed a different evolution­
ary process. 

The report states, "Since it is virtually 

_. ~-;;;::;-- .. -- - ~ 

cent we~ligha. in ·.the sky; 40 per cent: 
were clear obj~ i,!1 the s_ky, ten per cent ·. 
WC!re eQcounten, and :ten per cent . were·. 
actul\l contact ~th "space people". . 

He said it is possible that some govern­
ments have alr.eady niade contact with 
"space people" .· Mr. West said, "The 

certain that these craft do 
not originate in any country 
on earth, considerable · 
speculation has centred 
nround their poin t of 
or1g111 . .. some scient ists 
consider it more lik ely that 
WI! are dealing with beings 
from another solar system. 

"Numerous examples of 
what appear to be a form of 
writing were foun·d in the 
wreckage. Efforts to 
decipher these have 
remained largely unsuccess-
ful." . 

Last summer , Ron joi ned 
forces with Leiston 
paranormal investigator 
Brenda Butler to form the 
East Anglian UFO and 
Paranormal Research Asso­
ciation . 

Ron , irector of invest 1 
gations (UFO), said, "Th~ 
trouble at the moment i ~ 
that neither our government 
nor the Uni ted State~ 
government officia11 y 
admits th at UFOs exist. 

He added that despite the 
official denial of UFOs, the 
~inistry of Defence is very 
interested in hearing about 

1 sight ings, and has a four-

1 

page confidential form fo r 
spotters to complete. 

Ron is awaiting 1992 wit h 
anticipation, because under 
the 30-year rule, papers 
relating to the first recorded 
RAF UFO cases should 
become publi c. 

The group plans to inves- "-"' 
tigate the unexplained and 
provide detailed reports for · 
the scientists of the future. . r 

.-.--~~ 
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'.alien vehicles? Are they really 
UNIDENTIFIED Flying Objects - ar~ they really alied 
space vehicles or just strange meteorolog1cal effects cause 
by freak weather conditions? . d 

Des ite our own journeys into spa~e, our .improved un er· 
stanm!g--0f scien~e and the world in which we hve, UFO reports 

co~::hl~~~~=~~~:td ~Ji:~~:t~f 5~CJ~~~i~1~~: ~f [~~~q9~~o 
have happened i~ Rend11~s~~~n~~~e~~~~td~~:~sse;

1i~s~: Lt. C~I. 
To help throw sohmRe igdlesham Forest incident is published m 

Glowing object 
seen at airbase 

Halt's report on t e en . 
full in the EAJ?T for t~e firs~:~~ke~ talks to amateur investigator 

Feature writer And re~ d ch of the last 30 years to track· 
Ron West, who has evo e mu · h UFOs and asks the 
ing d~wn the truUtFh Oabout . etncoo~n:~:s t~~~ one great elaborate 
question, " Do s exis 
hoax?" 

~::.·.... co 
u,l,.p l t lnrdl l 911 t, 

••. RAf /C C 

I . ( • rl7 ln tflr 1"0rn l n9 of l1 Otc IO ( u pro 1l1111u l 7 OlOOl), t wo USAF 
H cvrlt7 POii ti Pttrolstn U w un11h1tl 1i911u 011U IH tht b1 ct -~• t t tt 
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ll'lt ot1· tl .. 11 r ll9l'lt cl'li tf rtH'Ot1dtd 111 d t llowtd tl'lrn l' ttt"C' i .,..!"I ~ 'l ~ro­
cttd 011 root . Tl'l t lndh id111 1 h r t >orttd 111 1119 t Hru19t 9 lo• l '!.t objtc l 
111 tl'lt tortu . il'lt (lbj t ct •f\ docribro" bti119t.".ett1ic 11'1 .I PPtHtn'' 
'"' tri1t19~·: ,,. in ,~ Hit. tl!r ro•i 'U ttlr two tc. t11ru Nttn h •C- \i tll t 
bu t tnd • P1.1ro 1l-.te l r two f.it ltrs 111191'1 . l l tll u11 ln thd tht ent l rt fo r nt 
'!itll • 1.i'll tt l l 91tt. TIM obj tet ltulf htd • pwh1n t red li°'l'l l oil top &t1d 
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ltld diUPPUrtd . o\ t t M\ tl lllt tllf 111i ... h 01'1 . l'IHl'bf hNI Wftll i nto . 
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thtb1Cl91tt . • 

2 . Tl'l t 11 u t d1y, t'lrrt dPprtU io"' l l .' 0" du p 1nd 1" h1 d i e ~oeltr "''' 
fo11 11 d " "'trt tll c o • it<t l'Ud btt" ' ' ~tu on tll t 9rov.,d'. Tii t follo•ln 9 
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of 0 . 1 .. 111 1rot11t9 t t1\ <:trt rteor~t~ .. 1111 Pt•l r ud ll'lt\ 11'1 t ht tllrn dt • 
PrtH lo" ' ' "d llfH tll t (f l'lt tr of tll t l•' Ut191t lo r9'f:d b1 t hr dtOrtU 10tl\ , 
A nurb7 trtt ll•d N~trltt ( . 0~ · . ')1) rud i t191 ot1 l~r 1 ldt of tllt tr u 
lO• l 'd tllt dcpr tui~ \. 

J. l 1 t tr In tl'rt nl ~l'l t • ttd hl'l ·l 1\t \l~l'lt ..-n \tt1 t111~911 l"t : rtu . I 
I t ~O• td tt101o1t t 11d p,.l ird . At Ot1 t pe l"t 1l o;iurt~ to tbro• off_plow i11g

1 
PHllcln 1nd tt1 r 11 brol r l l'l t O f1 • r UP•rtlt w!'l it t o!IJrtt\ • nd l"'" d h · I 
t PPU rtd . l""" d• •tt l 'f tlltru f ttr , l"rtr \ l H ·IHt obJtct l "'" notic r d 
l t1 lll r Ht. 1 .. 0 o ll J t Ctl to l llt "or;ll ~ tlj Oll t to tllt ' 011111 , •1 1 of whic h 
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The memo ·that Lt. Cot Charles Halt sent to the 
Ministry of Defence after the Rendlesham Forest 

· Incident. 

EAST Anglia's most famous U FO inci­
dent happened in Rendlesham Forest 
outside RAF Woodhridge in late l 980. 

Six witnesses have claimed that on 
December 27, 28 and 29 a strange space 
craft landed in Rendlesham Forest and, 
according to some sources, contact was 
made between base commander Gen. Gor­
don Williams and three ali ens. 

This apparently preposterous story is 
given cred ibilit y by the publicati on of a 
memo written by Lt.-Col. Charles Halt to 
the British Ministry of Defence on January 
13 1981 . 

Col. Halt was the deputy base com­
mander of RAF Woodbridge, and his 
memo says the re was a further encounter 
with an unidenti fied flying object on the 
night of December 29/ 30 1980. 

The U.S. cop'y of this confidential memo 
was eventually publi shed in the United 
States in 1983 under the Freedom of 
Informat ion Act. 

Col. Halt's report was then reproduced 
in the Timothy Good book , Above Top 
Secret. 

The memo tells how a st range light was 
seen out>ide the base in the ea rl y hours of 
December 27 and securi ty police were sent 
to investigate. 

"The individuals reported seeing a 

strange glowing object in the fo rest. T ' 
object was described as being metallic 
appearance and tri angu lar in sha r 
approximately two met ers hig h," says 1 • 
memo . 

" It illuminated the entire fo rest with 
white ligh t. The o bject it self had a pulsi 1 
red light on top and a bank(s) of blue lig l· 
underneath. 

" Th e object was hovering or o n legs. : 
the pat ro lm en approa~hed the o bject , 
manoeuvred through the tre~~ a nd d • 
appeared . At th is ti me the animal' 011 

nearby farm went into a frenzy . '' 
The next day radi oac ti ve dcpressi o1 

were found where th e object had stoo, 
Other lights were also seen. 

To further reinforce the case a tape w:, 
released to Brenda Butler, Dot Street ar 
Jenny Randles, authors of the book Sf.. 
Crash, which they say records the panic an < 
awe in the voices of Col. Halt and hi s co; 
leagues on the night of December 29/.11 
when they witnessed a dazzling light displ a 
from the ali en spacecraft. 

In October 1984 EADT reporte r Jo h 
Grant spoke to Col. Sam Morgan , a fo rm , 
commander at Woodbridge, who testifiC' 
to the a uthenticity of the tape. 

So what did these airmen see? Was i1 11. 
Orfordness lighthouse? Or did a U fO rcall 
land in Rendlesham Forest that ni.11.h1 ? 

HAfllepoot- MA•&. 
.JUNCS 3 \C'(~'f 

U.F.O. spotted 
l:L.-D1l C\-\\C..A~o SUN 1'\\V\~S 

JUN~ \~ \ct89 

=t:i~ 
AHARTLEPOOLmanhasspottedhis 
second U .F. 0 . in the space of two 
yeara. 

Dennis Proud, of Teesbrooke 
Avenue, claims he saw three flying 
objects shortly before midnight on 
Thursday. 

Buggy UFOs explained 
Some unexplained 1JFO sightings ~a}'. just be 

swarms of insects. In the lab, msec~ emit hgh~ when 
placed in an electrical field. Outside, many . msects 
migrate after dusk often riding the winds of a storm 
front. Storm fron~ have the electrical conditions to 
make insects glow eerily in blue, green and yellow. 
Moreover, insects fly in saucer-shaped clumps . . In 
Utah, biophysicist Phillip Callahan. of. the Optical 
Society of America found that UFO s1ghtmgs matched 
perfectly the migrations of spruce budworm moths. 

\S 

He made the discovery 1n 
SouthbrookeAvenueatll .50p.m. and 
said the three objects were seen just 
above the rooftops. 

"Twoofthemmovedawaybut the 
third hovered for a while," said Mr 
Proud. 

''They were like round balls of fire 
and ltls the second time I have seen a 
U.F. O. In two years ." 

Mr Proud urged anyone who may 
have seen the same sight to contact 
the U.F .O. association at Leeds tel 
01\::12 622221 . 



DEWAYNE 
WICKHAM 

Don't knock 
landing pad 
for UFOs 
WJ\SlllNGTON - Now here's 

an idea deserving of serious 
consideration. 

George Darden,· a Nashville 
councilman, wants to use public 
funds to construct a landing pad for 
unidentified flying objects. No 
laughter please! · 

Building a place for flying 
saucers to set down is something the 
local lawmakers should do, Darden 
told council colleagues who briefly 
considered the bill he introducecfto 
fund construction of a landing pad 
for aliens. 

When council members stopped 
laughing they voted, 27 to 1, to de­
feat the legislation. So much for en-
lightened leadership. · · 

But if you ask me, I think Darden 
is on to something. : 

According to the bright-eyed 
folks who run the National UFO Re­
porting Center, more than 125,000 
sigh tin~ of space visitors have bci,m 
reported since 1955. And most ap­
parently zip about our skies in a fu­
tile search for a friendly port - a 
problem Darden's bill would have 
remedied. .,. 

If you think the man is somethlpg 
of a flake, you need to know he's qot 
alone. ., 

In Elmwood, Wis., where resi­
dents hold an annual UFO obser­
vance, Thomas Weber is not waiting 
for city fathers to act. He plans·.to 
raise $25 million from private con­
tributors to build a landing pad and 
beacon light just outside of town. 
Weber's project would also include 
housing and labs for 100 scientiSt.s 
- people who'd likely be drawn to 
Elmwood by the extraterrestrial 
visitors the landing pad is expected 
to attract. · ·" 

TN-D2o T~ E. NASH VI LLt 
TcNNESSE.AN 

M"Y 2e \ crs9 

Still laughing? '· 
Well, there's a guy in Switzerlru,id 

who claims to have 1,800 pageS bf 
notes which chronicle the face-to­
face contacts he's had with aliens­
some 130 meetings in all . His major 
finding: about one-third of the . in­
habitants of planet Earth are des­
cendants of an alien life fonn ~ 

I bet we can all name a few of 
these "illegal immigrants." F,or 
starters, how about Pee Wee Her­
man, Brigitte Nielsen and Don 
King? 

There's at least one man in Gulf 
Breeze, Fla., who says he can 

predict the arrival of alien visitors. 
When they are nearby, he gets a 
humming on the right side of his 
forehead - an alert he believes re­
sults from an alien listening device 
that secretly was stuck into his 
head. 

It's uncertain when the eaves­
dropping device was implanted, but 
it may have occurred about the 
time the man says he was struck·by 
a blue beam of light from a hover­
ing space craft. Like Nashville, Gulf 
Breeze has no landing pad for flying 
saucers. 

Two years ago, 300 scholars, 
seers and scientists got together in 
Washington for a major !Jf9 con­
ference. High on their agenda was 
the subject of alien abductions: It 
seems that some visitors from other 
worlds - obviously annoyed by tlie 
absence of landing pads - have 
taken to kidnapping earthlin~. ~ll 
of whom survive to recount th~1r 
harrowing experiences. ' 

It's about now that the cynics 
among you are asking yourselv~: 
"So what's the problem? Why don't 
these sjlace travelers just plop 
themselves down at one of this na-
tion's commercial airports?" , 

Well, you don't need a degree-in 
intergalactic travel to come up with 
an answer. If you've ever seen the 
back-ups of airplanes trying to land 
in Chicago, Dallas, New York or Los 
Angeles, you'll understand why 
aliens have avoided these air fields, 
and why Darden's solution is not 
such a bad idea. 

.-...-..... .•. -. ~ "" -· 

Go ahead, scoff if you want. But 
there is at least ·one thing to which 
you ought to give serious tho~ght. 

"We think it's much more hkely 
that the chemistry that led to the ex­
istence of life on 1thls planet is being 
duplicated elsewhere," says John 
Rummel, of NASA. 

If he's right and alien beings de­
cide to pay us an official visit, 
they'll be hard pressed to find a 
place to land. 

Now are you ready to take 
George Darden seriously? • : . ., 

,11•' 
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Local Line. 
lighted UFOs reported 
by Wayne Count1ans 

RIVER VALLEY - Several 
r iver valle~nt~ 
s !.gJlljn,g__y n i ~en ti fiearTJ in g 

., (ibjerJ:.~.Saturda~ evening . 
Eyewitnesses in 

Abrahamsville said lights on 
the obj ect or objects shone 
steadil y and were 
predom inately white. with 
several in blue and red . The 
lights approached the Delaware 
River from the west and headed 
south at about 10 ::30 p.m . The 

·or.iginal circular formation of 
. the lights changed as the obied 
iot obj ects neared Callicoon . 
:becoming triangular . it wa s 
. reported. 
'. ;::.'fhe witness said that lhe 
n-ei se accompanying the lights 
was no niore than a car pass mg 
by and that its speed was less 
than that of a small plane gorn g 
overhead. The altitude was 
estimated at about 1,000 to 1,500 
feel. 

Another eyewitness in the 
Conklin Hill area reported that 
t hc> l ights that started out in a 
<'i rcular pattern took on a 
straight line format!on as U1 cy 
passed his observation pornt 
·and made no noise . 

Stale police at the Honesdale 
barracks Monday night could 
not confirm any reports q_U:LEQ_ 
.sightings Saturday evening. In 
qnolher published account. 
s_ightings were reporte~ly madl' 
in Equinunk and Lake Como 
areas. 
· ·several reports of U F'Os ha Vl' 

·been made in the past six 
11)onths int.he Wayne County 
area. 

• 
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UFO sightillgs numerous two 
decades after Air Force 

- --· - -- -

stopped identifying them 
By Addam Schwartz 

Staff Writer 

A 
FAMILY OF FIVE was 
driving along Route 152 in 
Chalfont about 6:50 p.m. 

Jan. 31, 1988. The mother looked 
at the sky and saw a charcoal­
black triangular object with three 
huge white lights. A large red 
light and some smaller white 
ones shone from beneath it. 

The object was 50 feet above the 
car and looked as big as a house. 
It appeared to be concave under­
neath. It made no noise. 

The father steered the car onto 
Lower State Road and parked. He 
and his family watched as the ob­
ject hovered above them. The 
7-year-old daughter started to cry 
before the object finally moved 
away, about five minutes after it 
first came into view. 

••• More than 40 years after the 
fl ying saucer scare of the late 
1940s, ~are no longer the e_x-

elusive property of rural swamp­
.lands, bad movies and supermar­
ket tabloids. 

But the gap between those who 
say the objects are interplanetary 
spacecraft and those who blame 
weather balloons and natural oc­
currences is still wider than the 
Milky Way. 

The Chalfont sighting was one 
of about 300 report&statewide re­
ceived last year by the Pennsylva­
nia Association for the Stu~h 

~he Unexplained (P ASU), accord­
ii:g to Stan Gordon, founder and 
director of operations. 

':- similar pace was evident early 
this year. 

"What's kind of interesting is 
the fact that back in the '40s '50s 
and '60s, you had a lot of rep

1

orts 
of (UFOs) that were typical flying 
saucers, which is a term I hate to 
use," Gordon said. 

Toda:(s objects tend to be trian­
·gulru;, cigar-shaped or rectangular 

:( 

and silent. 
Chief Journalist Rich Beth, a 

public affairs officer with the Wil­
low Grove Naval Air Station in 
Horsham Township, said he 
knows of no UFO reports re­
ceived in his tenure at the base. 
He started in October 1988. 

There was one incident last fall 
in which a man called the air sta­
tion and threatened to shoot 
down a set of rotating red and 
green lights that hovered near his 

house, Beth said. "He called it a 
UFO. We verified that it was a hel­
icopter." 

The Air Force unit at Willow 
Grove has received no UFO sight­
ing reports, said an officer at the 
base who declined to give his 
name. ' 

PASU, based in Greensbvrg, 
Westmoreland County, is a state­
wide scientific clearinghouse for 
UFO sightings. Its volunteer 
members include scientists, engi­
neers, physicians, former military 
officers - all with a background 
in research. 

Gordon said the organization 
gets reports from police depart­
ments across the state, and some­
times from the federal govern­
ment, as well as from people who 
saw something strange in the sky. 

"I've been involved in this for 
over 29 years," he said, anticipat­
ing the inevitable question, "and 
I've never seen a UFO." 

\1 

But after almost three decades 
of interviewing people who say 
they have seen strange lights in 
the sky, or oddly shaped flying 
craft, he believes the claims de­
serve study. 

UFOs first entered the Ameri­
can consciousness in the late 
1940s after a pilot reported seeing 
several disk-shaped objects flying 
over the state of Washington in 
1947. The number of reports 
surged through the early 1950s, 
with sightings reported in waves 
followed by periods of relative 
UFO inactivity. 

The Air Force conducted sever­
al investigations into UFOs dur 
ing the 1950s and '60s, explaining 
most sightings as misidentified 
weather balloons, aircraft or nat· 
ural phenomena. 

Both the investigations and th E: 
conclusions often met with con­
tr oversy from pr ivat e UFO 
groups and independ en t re · 
searchers. Some critics said th 
Air Force did not tell all it knew. 

The Air For c e off i c i a 11 y 
stopped investigating UFOs in 
1969, but the sightings did not 
stop. Some academicians began 
to accept th e idea tha t UFO~ 
might come from other planets, 
the vast majority continued tc 
scoff at the notion. 

"In general," Gordon conceded, 
"over the years, the majority of 
UFO sightings are scientifically 
explainable." 



. 
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Bruce G. Muchnick; an opto­
metrist, astronomer and self-de­
scribed "open-minded skeptic," 
cited a "classic" example of a 
misidentified UFO . In fall or 
spring, he said, people report 
seeing six or seven UFOs flying 
in formation in the evening sky. 

"It turns out to be birds flying 
at night," Muchnick said. The 
city lights often reflect off their 
bottom feathers and the result is 
an otherworldly vision. 

Not all sightings can be ex­
plained so easily. 

"Since August of '87," Gordon 
said, "and actually still continu­
ing, we began to have quite a big 
buildup of cases we have not 
been able to explain." 

Just ask Ellen Collins. 
About 2:30 a.m. one day in Feb­

ruary 1988, Collins .recalled, she 
went t o her bedroom window 
and saw an unfamiliar bright 
light outside that began to jump. 

"Next thing I knew, the thing 
dived," Collins said. "It went up 
and it dove to my bedroom win­
dow. The way it came at my win­
dow was when you shoot a bullet 
and you can't even see it." 

She craned her neck to look 
skyward through the window and 
saw "this big, giant thing hover­
ing over my roof. It was the size 
of half a football field ." The ob­
ject was camouflage-colored, 
with three elevator-type doors 
and three lights on the bottom. 

The room began to vibrate. 
Collins felt as though part of her 
were being transported somehow 
aboard the object, where pictures 
were taken of her, although her 
feet never left the ground. 

"I had a peaceful feeling but I 
felt very strange," she said. 

Today, more than a year after 
the incident, Collins no longer 
lives in Feasterville. Yet when 
she walks her dog after dark, 
she's afraid to look at the sky. 

"There were only two things in 
my life that really freaked me 
out," Collins said. " No . 1 was 
having a child, and No . 2 was 
seeing that g-------- thing. ... This 
was one of the most scariest 
thi ngs . It was like having a 
child." 

She used the same comparison 
when asked how she felt aboard 
the UFO: "My girlfriend sa!ft-Jq 
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me, 'Ellen, what does it feel like 
when the baby moves in your 
stomach?' It's · something I can't 
describe." 

Although she terms them 
" closed-minded and ignorant," 
Collins has something in com­
mon with the skeptics who dis­
parage her story. After all, she 
said, "I was one of them." 

"I was not a believer, and if 
you told me this story I'd proba­
bly hang up on you." 

Despite their philosophical dif­
ferences , Bruce Muchnick, the 
open-minded skeptic, and Thom­
as J . Carey of Bryn Athyn, a UFO 
investigator, have their similari­
ties. 

They share an interest in the 
skies. Carey has a large print of 
Saturn, as seen from one of its 
moons, in his Ii ving room ; 
Muchnick is an avid amateur as­
tronomer. 

They agree that the bulk of 
UFO reports can be explained in 
prosaic terms. They share a low 
opinion of alleged UFO photo­
graphs . Both men even recall 
seeing strange lights in the sky: 
Muchnick's turned out to be an 
experimental satellite; Carey's 
are still unexplained. 

They differ, predictably, on the 
origins of UFOs. 

Muchnick is a member of the 
Delaware Valley Skeptics, an off­
shoot of the Committee for the 
Scientific Investigation of Claims 
of the Paranormal; Carey is state 
section director for the Mutual 
UFO Network and is affiliated 
with PASU. 

"Ever since I was this high," 
Carey said, holding his hand 3 
feet off the ground, "UFOs have 
caught my fancy .... For most of 
my life I've been watching the 
controversy from afar. It's only 
in the last few years that I've be­
come active." 

Carey, superintendent of prod­
uct management for CIGNA 
Property and Casualty Compa­
nies in Center City, puts UFO re­
ports in five categories: "No. 1, 
they're hoaxes. No. 2, they're mis­
identifications of natural pheno­
mena, like ball lightning. They're 
misidentifications of aircraft . 
They're extraterrestrial in origin. 
They're extradimensional." 

He said the last two categories, 
accounting for 10 to 20 percent of 
UFO reports, enter the picture 
"when you eliminate all the other 
stuff. When you get to the real 
good stuff, they're either extra­
terrestrial in origin or they're, to 
use the vernacular, from another 
dimension." 

Muchnick~ ·who .lectures on as­
tronomy" and the human eye, 
isn't so sure. 1 , 

"I have a strong personal feel­
ing that there is life on other 
planets," Muchnick said . " I'm 
sure that there is at least a form 
of life existing elsewhere. It 
might not be very common -
life might be rare in space - but 
I think it's there." 

As for UFOs, Muchnick said: 
"In te rms of my opinion, the 
jury's out. ... As long as you don't 
approach UFOs as a matter of 
faith, as long as it's not like a re­
ligion, I don't doubt anybody's 
observation. I just want to find 
out more about it." 

Muchnick said tricks of the eye 
and brain may be responsible for 
a number of UFO sightings. 

One cause, he said, may be 
"floaters. These are little bits of 
debris ... that float in the jelly of 
the eye. People can see them and 
start thinking that they're UFOs, 
and it's not that unusual." 

The same holds true for optical 
illusions, he said, which show 
"how the brain can be easily 
fooled . And these phenomena 
can occur in nature, too." 

The inaccuracies of human re­
call make scientific UFO studies 
difficult, Muchnick said. 

"I think that any time you deal 
with human beings, it's hard to 
investigate something strictly 
scientifically," Muchnick said. 
"Most UFO reports can't be in­
vestigated well because you're 
dealing with memory." 

Tom Carey has other ideas. 
When a sighting is reported, 

Carey grabs his notepad, portable 
tape recorder and autofocus 
35mm camera and interviews the 
witnesses. 

He recently investigated a 
sighting by a man driving 
through Trevose who saw four 
rocket-shaped objects flying east 
across the sky near Oxford Val­
ley. 

Carey is fascinated by reports 
that the federal government has 
acquired remnants of UFOs that 
collided with Earth and is cover­
ing up the facts in what he calls a 
"cosmic Watergate." 

One such report, he said, 
claims that " an alleged alien 
being was shot and killed" at 
Fort Dix, N.J ., after a UFO crash. 

" My big interest is in the 
so-called crashes," Carey said, 
"because there you're talking 
about something tangible, you 
know, that reminds you we're 
not all crazy. You want to see 
structure. You want to see enti­
ties . You want something you 
can analyze. Lights in the sk}' 
you can't do much with." / / 

... 
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UFO B_a~k in Region 
se~·rch i ng for Cop? 

FOR SOMEWHERE around six 
months eople in several 
Wayne 8ounty communities 

have been seeing strange lights in 
the sky. There have been reports 
o.t;.sightin;fs ~long the Delaware 
River an the Equinunk and Lake 
Como . areas. 

As one of those who some years 
ago was assigned to cover the 
infamous Carbondal~FO which 
depending on who isemng ·the ' 
story, landed in a strip mine pond · 
behind Russell Park some months 
~fter zapping a nuclear arms 
mstallat10n in the Soviet Union , 
was shot at by a Carbondale cop 
a~d was spirited away in the 
middle of the night by the Air 
For.ce, I can sympathize with State 
Police who receive calls about the 
Wayne County UFO's. 

I, ~erson~lly, have not witnessed 
any lights m the skies over Wayne 
County in several years . At least 
not since I had a few at a 
Honesdale tavern which late.r.._ _ 

burned down. Or was burned down 
Or, perhaps, mistaken by a UFO · 
for a Soviet ~uclear arms plant 
a~d zapped right there in the 
middle of Honesdale. 

Having awhile back read a book 
about a Swiss who regularly 
contact.s UFO's, having seen ET 
three t.1mes .. Close Encounters of 
the Thi~d Ktnd a dozen times and 
such epics as Invaders From 
M~rs , The Day the Earth Stood 
Stll!, The Blob, Earth Vs . the 
Fly~ng Saucers and for many years 
havmg covered local governments _ 
all of which are not as unrelated 
as you may suspect - I believe I 
can sl?eak with some authority on 
""'.hat is wandering around in the 
mfht skies above Wayne County. 

~uggest they are lost. They are 
not . m the least interested in 
Cahcoon or anywhere else in 
Way_ne County. Instead, they are 
lookmg for Carbondale. 

B_ased on available data on the 
orbits of the planets, it just so 

~ 

I 

happens. that at ,warp drive UFO's . 
arriving in the vicinity between 
Nov. 21, 19118, and May 20, 1989, 
could have come only from a star 
system a hop, skip and a jump, so 
to speak, from the outer edges of 
the Milky Way. 

Not by concidence, this is 
exactly the same atea of the 
galaxy to which the UFO that 
landed in the strip mine pit behind 
Russell Park beamed it's last 
message before being shot at by 
the Carbondale cop. 

I have a grave concern that this 
time around their intentions are 
anything but peaceful. Not that 
they ·want to take over Carbondale 
With their advanced intelligence 
they must certainly be aware that 
if they took over Carbondale, a 
short time later they would 
succumb to the vision of roses " 
which bloom in Mayor John 
Moran 's mind. 

One arrives at a conclusion -
much in the manner of Sherlock 

~ 

Holmes . 
For example, it is obvious they 

are not seeking an honest 
politician . Just as Jacques Yves 
Cousteau does not seek dodo birds. 

They are not looking for a 
lawyer . For if they knew anything 
at all about lawyers they. would 
sh~er clear of this planet. 

They are not looking for the 
downtown Scranton mall. For even 
though these aliens grow to a ripe 
old age, averaging 1,237 years, 

• their lifespans are not long enough 
to see the Scranton mall built. 

They are not looking into 
politically-motivated accusations 
against the Carbondale Housing 
Authority since the FBI has 
already wasted tax dollars doing 
that. 

There is a possibility , though not 
a probability, that they are seeking 
an editor to take back to their 

, version of a zoo. Of course , if I for 
a moment suspected that I would 
~rive over to Wayne County, climb 

~ 

·a hill and try and contact them 
with my· flashlight and, upon / 
cont<) ct, · suggest they take about a 
dozen since here on earth we have 
an oversupply. 

Nor are they looking for an 
endorsement from the Carbondale 
City Democratic Committee. And 
obviously, they are not seeking out 
the Carbondale Republican 
Committee since it is a well known 
fact that i_t no longer exists . Or , if 
1t does exist , has gone into hiding. 

.They are not looking for the 
wmner of the Fell Twp . superviso1 
race - providing of course that 
during their scans of the area 
media they saw The Times which 
had that one right, and not' anothe1 
area newspaper , which had tha t 
one wrong. (Which is my 
betw~en "".the-lines woay of saying it 
you hve m a glass -tiouse, don 't 
throw rocks .) 

They are not seeking Wayne 
County Housing Authority official . 
For if they were , they wouldn 't b 

hovering over Wayne County. 
They'de be over Tijuana, Mexico. 

They are not in the vicinity to 
take a test for the Scranton 1 Po lie 
Department since being a superior 
race, they already know the 
answers without anybody giving 
them to them. 

Nor are they after my job. For 
surely they- must know that if they 
took it they wouldn 't earn enough 
to buy whatever fuel they'll need 
to get back home. 

No, none of that. The Wayne 
County Commissioners , emergenc) 
preparedness chief Vince Martone 
and the good people of that county 
can relax . The interstellar 
voyagers who have been wandering 
in the skies over your county are 
simply off course. What they are 
actually in search of is that 
Carbonbdale cop who whipped ou t 
his pistol and took a shot at their 
first ship that landed years ago i 
that strip mine pond behind 
Russell Park . 
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Sam in 
-~ \ , 't, 

a UFO 
shock! 
S~UDENT Sam Gangat was spaced out 
with shock when he looked at his holiday esam's holiday snap with the UFO arrowed 
snapshots. ---C-..------

It's not a bird, nor a 
plane ... but it could be a 
flying saucer! 

The photograph was 
snapped by the Leicester 
student while on holidny in 
Fra nce. 

It has baffied Ur'O ex ­
perts and scientists while 
exciting others who believe 
it could provide the best evi· 
dence yet t hat we are not 
a lone. 

Sam , of Ashleigh Road. 
Leicester, took the photo 
while on holiday in Savoy. 

"I was taki ng shots of the 
mou ntains and valleys and 
it wa only some ti me later 
whe n I had the film deve­
loped I noticed the flying ob­
ject." said 19-year-old Sam. 

"It must have been travel· 
ling at speed or was so far 
away that I didn 't notice it 
a t the t ime. 

Planets 
"I had always believed 

there could be life-form on 
other planets. 

"Havi ng seen t he photo 
blown up. I'm sure there 
must be and this could be 
one of the ir spacecrafts." 

The photograph is now 
being exa mined by the Brit­
ish UFO Research 
Association. 

Clive Potter. a leading 
British UFO expert. sa id : 
"It will remain a mystery 1 

fo r some time unt il all the ' 
ex haustive tests are carried 
out . 

"But the object is very 
clearly defined, with the 
sun casting a shadow un · 
derneath the main body. 
suggesti ng there was a n ob· 
ject in the sky when the 
photograph was taken ." 

UFO kept changing 
shape over Gilnahirk 

~I - ·-
A 63-yea r-old retired 

businessman told yesterday 
h ow he watched in 
amazement as an unidenti­
fied obj ect flew above his 
house before disappearing 
over rooftops. 

30 seconds and it kept 
changing shap.e but . main­
tained a st raight line of 
direction . 

actually see 1t changing in 
appearance ." . 

T he R AF and Air 
Traffic Cont rol at Alder· 
grove said they had no 
record of anything fl ying in 'I 
the area at the time and 
the weather office said it 
was too large to be a 

" I am 63 now and have 
never seen anything like 
this before . It definitely 
wasn' t a plane and it was 

Mr Noel Hughes, from not a heat haze as I had a 
weather balloon. .. Moync Park, Gilnahirk. clear view of it and could 

was in his ga rden when he I 
saw the object about 

1 
-- 10,000 feet overh~.aQ\'i..~ · : ·.: 

"At first it was pencil , 
shaped and then it became 
rectangul ar. It was about 
100 feet long and tota lly 
black. 

" I watched it for about 

Se>uTHl$'-O Erntt1~~110 ~let 
~uw~ 1 s 1<18~ 

Three~ · couP-les 
in UFO sighting§ 
UFO investigators are following 
up three sightings yesterday aft· 
ernoon. 

A couple from Hockley saw a 
ball of intense white light about 
2.30pm and watched it for about 
25 minutes before it disappeared. 

About the same time a Thorpe 
Bay couple spotted a cigar-shaped 
object which was shining brightly. 
They watched it for more than 
20minutes. 

And at 2.15pm a couple from 
Canvey told East Anglian UFO 
investigators they saw -an object 
which they at first thought was 
a balloon. They realised it was 
not and watched the ' noiseless 
craft for 40 minutes before it 
disappeared in the Shoebury area. 20 
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On it, Colonel Blaha is 
heard saying: "This is 
Discovery-we still have 
the alien spacec raf t 
under observation ." 

British UFO exper t 
Tim Good is convinced 

· the tape is genuine. 
He said: "Governments 

know about UFOs-but 
keep it secret." 

By TIM SPANTON Tim, 46, has published 
AMERICA ' S space his find ings in a sensa· 

S
hutlle Discovery has tional book that tells of: 

•FLYING saucers probing 
been buzzed by fly- Earth 's defences for over 
ing saucers, according 50 years. 
to an amazing report. • SIXTEEN non-huma n 

They zoomed in from bodies in a crashed UFO 
outer-srace to shock pilot In New Mexico. 

· Colone John Blaha. Now YOU can check 
And he described the · the truth for YOURSELF 

incredible sight to mis- by listening to ·the Dis-
) · H t covery tape. Ring -sion contro m ous on SU 447_ Calls cost 38p a 

in a taped conversation . .. minute·. (2Sp off peak). 
Now the tape is being 

made public. 
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