Volume 14 No.10

AERIAL PHENOMENON
CLIPPING INFORMATION CENTER

P.O. Box 37073 » Cisveiand. Ohio 44137

OIRECT REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED







Nc-D1! DURHAM MORNING HNERALD
ALG~-_S 1489

I .

Aliens Among Us?

Durham Morning Herald/Shea Tisdale

George Fawcett shadowed by likeness of garden-variety, extraterrestrial visitor

N.C.’s UFO Expert Warns Tar Heels,
There’s Something ‘Extra’ Up There

By WILLIAM M. SMITH
Herald staff writer

Before any New Age manifesta-
tions suchr as channeling and
Shirley MaclLaine, before spirit
guides, before crystal power and
pyramid power, there were uni-
dentified flying objects.

UFOs formally entered the
modern era in 1947, when a pri-
vate pilot named Kenneth Arnold
reported seeing a flight of nine
saucer-shaped objects in the sky
over the state of Washington.

But believers point to unusual

aerial phenomena reported years
earlier by combat air crews dur-
ing World War II, and they say
ancient literature is a virtual
UFO catalog.

The Bible is a good place to
find accounts of flying machines
from other worlds, according to
George Fawcett,

Fawcett, a Mount Airy native
who now lives in Lincolnton, is
Mr. UFO in North Carolina, hav-
ing devoted 45 of his 60 years to
the study of strange stuff of celes-
tial origin. He is the state director
of the Mutual UFO Network Inc.
of North Carolina, a clearing-
house that can provide sighting

-

questionnaires, lecture informa-
tion and other services on re-
quest.

Fawcett gave the word—and a
slide show—on sightings, land-
ings and abductions to Durham’s
Triangle Civitan Club Thursday
night.

“If you don't believe what I'm
talking about tonight, you belong
to a minority group in America,”
he said. It’s a sobering statement,
but probably a correct one. A re-
cent Gallup poll found that 68
percent of Americans believe in
UFOs.

Two former presidents, Ronald
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Reagan and Jiiamy Cirter, have re-
ported seeing ‘“something up
there,” but it should also be noted
that Reagan believed in a balanced
budget and Carter in a second
term,

UFOs have adorned the sky
above North Carolina for a long
time, Fawcett said. The Cherokee
Indians referred to “sky baskets,”
“sky people” and “star people,” he
said, and a sighting was reported in
Siler City in 1842,

North Carolina ranks fourth
among the states in the number of
reported sightings, according to
Fawcett, who contends that only
one UFO sighting in 10 is reported
because witnesses fear repercus
sions of one sort or another,

Contact isn’t limited to the visual,
he said: There have been seven
cases of North Carolinians’ being
abducted by UFO crews.

In Fawcett's view, this is cause
for concern. “Problem” was the
word he frequently used in describ-
ing the state of intergalactic rela
tions, and he said that “it’s a serious
problem. It's one involving human
survival and national security.”

Some aliens walking among us
are the classic models—3 or 4 feet
tall, with no hair and huge eyes—
but “some of them look like your
next-door neighbor,” Fawcett said.

The language barrier is often
overcome by telepathy, he said, but
don’t believe every thought that's
transferred your way. Some visitors
emanate nothing but truth, while
others aren't fanatics on the point.

Generally, in the case of abduc
tions, the aliens gather physiologi-
cal data on the human species. This
almost always involves domination,
and sometimes pain, but it is not
clear why a race that is advanced
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Manh claims to have

enough to make space travel rou-
tine needs to perform the same
tests over and over again. Unless
there’s some sort of psychosexual
force at work here.

While aerial sightings may in-
volve craft of various shapes and
configurations, Fawcett said, those
that land usually have the same lay-
out, being 30-ton domed discs 30
feet in diameter.

He said the visitors sometimes
leave behind “angel hair,” a cotton-
candyish substance that is often
radioactive. The substance tastes
salty and leaves those who handle it
with green fingertips, Fawcett re-
ported, although once again it is not
clear why anyone would want to
touch or taste what may amount to
UFO exhaust.

Angel hair and abductions not-
withstanding, most of the scientific,
technical and aeronautical com-
munity would like to have a bit

more proof before declaring tha
the age of interstellar commerce
at hand.

That’s fine with Fawcett. He tolc
his audience that he boped to walk
the line between “foolish faith” anc
“blind doubt,” but acknowledged:
“I'm very biased. I believe I'm

seen UFO in Lincolnton

speaking the truth.”

By Donna Cox
sazette Staff Reporter

LINCOLNTON — Paul Moore
was feeding his dog and smoking
a cigarette on a Friday afternoon
vhen he spotted a triangular-
shaped object the size of a
Stealth bomber heading toward
the McGuire Nuclear Plant sub-
station.

“It was the first time I've ever

seen anything like that,” said
Moore, who lives near Hunters-
ville, one mile south of the plant
and a half mile from the substa-
tion. “I thought I was seeing
things at first.”

The large object was reddish-
brown in color, he said, and
dropped down from an estimated
1,000-foot altitude to 300 feet at a
45-degree angle and headed di-

rectly toward the substation.
It was only one of the more
than 829 UFO sightings in North

Carolina compiled overthe last
50 vears by the Lincolnton chap-
tor of the worldwide Mutual UFO
Network Ine

George D, Fawcett, a Mount
Airy native and Lincolnton resi-
dent. has been a MUFON repre-
sentative for 18 years and was

appointed in June as MUFON
state director.

Moore's sighting was similar to
reports collected by field inves-
tigators in Pennsylvania recently,
Fawcelt said.

Moore. a construction security
guard retired from McGuire, said
there have heen several sightings
around McGuire in the last 12 to
15 years.

The truth is a narrow path,
though, and sometimes slippery.
Fawcett said he thought Betty Hill,
whose reported UFO abduction in
the early 1960s was the topic of a
seminal book on the subject, and
Miss MacLaine, the actress who de-
scribed her New Age shenanigans
in another book, had fallen away.

“Betty has gotten an overdose of
exposure, and she's playing it for
all it’s worth,” Fawcett said.

“I don't give a hoot for channel-
ing. I'll leave that to Shirley Ma
cLaine,” he said, / /
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Spaceships over Red Square? The Soviet press speculated that
scorched earth near a Moscow highway was evidence of a UFO.

Soviet Union invaded
by Western-style news

By John-Thor Dahlburg

Associated Press

MOSCOW —Headless
from space invade Russia!

Huge hairy creature terrifies vil-
lagers in the Volga valley!

Possible UFQ lands in Moscow!

Although President Mikhail S.
Gorbachev’s reforms haven't
spawned U.S.-style supermarket
tabloids—let alone U.S.-style su-
permarkets—glasnost has changed
the Soviet media, as evidenced by
these recent stories, and a lot of
people seem to love it.

The change is evident on state-
run television, once a showcase for
morally uplifting and dull “boy-
loves-tractor” movies about build-
ing communism, and news reports
lauding factory workers who sur-
pass production under the Five-
Year Plan.

Now, six days a week, as part of
the breakfast TV program *“120
Minutes,” gray-haired mystic Alan
Chumak waves his hands on cam-
era to cure viewers from Minsk to
Vladivostok of what ails them.

aliens

Soviets with heart disease are
requested to watch the self-de-
scribed journalist on Tuesdays.
On Fridays, Chumak will help
viewers get rid of allergies. People
with stomach bugs or bone and
muscle aches should tune in on
other days.

The inability to watch the pro-
gram is not a problem. Leave the
set on, and a jar of water, juice or
massage cream placed by the TV
screen supposedly will be
“charged” by Chumak and can be

*used later for treatment.

Since the days of the wild-eyed
monk Rasputin, hypnotist and
confidant at the court of the last
czar, Russians have been intrigued
by the occult and {unt ¢, and
stories about UFOs, shed
plarets and ESP have always had
an eager audience.

With glasnost, such topics are
getting more exposure than ever
in tne once-stuffy oificial Soviet
media, and despite the firinly ma-
terialistic and rationalist ideclogy
of the ruling Communist Party.
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Recently, the 1 millien-circula-
tion daily newspaper Socialist In-
dustry carried this intriguing ac-
count of invaders from space land-
ing in central Russia's Perm
region: milkmaid Lyubov Medve-
dev told the newspaper, “At about
4:30 in the morning, 1 was going Lo
the farm when I saw a dark figure
seemingly riding a motoreycle, . . .
But when I looked closely at the
figure, I noticed there was no mo-
torcycle, but just something re-
sembling a man, but taller than
average with short legs.”

The creature had “‘only a small
knob instead of a head,” Medve-
dev said. ‘I was frightened to
death ... then it became fluores-
cent and disappeared.”

Beekeeper G. Sharoglazov saw
_two egg-shaped “fluorescent gb-
jects” as big as aircraft hovering
at a height of 600 feet to 1,000
feet. Others in mid-July also saw
aliens with no heads, the paper
said.

It also was Socialist Industry,
an organ of the party's Central
Committee, that informed Soviets
of the huge, fleet-footed hairy
creature that terrified residents of
the Kirovo settlement in the Vol-
ga basin,

When two men approached the
creature after sighting it on the
other bank of a pond, it bounded
away at astonishing speed, with
the men pursuing it in a car.

The very official Soviet news
agency Tass later picked up the
newspaper’s story for national and
worldwide distribution, headlining
it, “Huge creature sighted in Vol-
ga region; men give chase.”

L.ast month, the paper reported
in great detail on a 26-foot-wide
patch of burned ground near a
Moscow highway.

It quoted UFO specintisi A, Ku

zovkin as saving the prob
ably had been blasted by powerful
radiation, which he ca prob-
able evidence of the landing of a
UFO

Not so, Tass reporis Fire-
fighters think a haystack sirply
caught fire and burned the
ground.
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Believers

‘Exposing’ the UFO coverup

DOUG BENEROFE / SPECIAL

1agd

FOSTER CITY
laine Butcher was at a high school football
Egame when she first saw It.

“When everyone else was focused on the
opening Kickoff, I turned around and saw a bright,
shiny disk flying through the air,” Butcher said.

Hank was grilling steaks on his patio when he sud-
denly noticed a strange-looking disk speeding
above.

Elaine and Hank were just two of the 30 people
who were in attendance recently at the first meeting
of the mid-Peninsula chapter of the UFO Awareness
Society, The meeting was held at Foster City's
Schooner Bay apartments in the clubhouse,

“We want to provide a f ee_from ridicule
and intimidation, where people can meet and open-
ly discuss their thoughts and experiences regarding

UFOs

Continued from B-1

UFOs,” said society founder and director Rick Ed-
wards.

Although Edwards says the society has no specific
theories or explanations, those in attendance seemed
to believe that UFOs do exist and the 1.S. govern-
ment has engaged in a coverup for at least 40 years,

“You know what happens when you leak any of
this UFO information? You get snuffed out,” said
one society member who requested anonymity.

Another attendee said he believes hundreds of top-
level government officials have been killed or jailed
for knowing too much about the “UFO coverup.”

At the meeting, the society aired one interview as
part of a 36-minute video called “UFO Coverup.”
In it, a man claiming to be an ex-government official
said that starting with Harry Truman, the U.S. gov-
ernment has been secretly working with aliens on a
project classified as MJ12, and that since 1988 an
alien has been a guest of Washington and is busy writ-
ing a book about his home planet. Of course, the man
said, the alien is top secret.

The reasons the government would work with
aliens, according to the video, is to better the coun-
try's own technology (the aliens are advanced, he
said) and to someday form an intraplanetary govern-
ment.

The video described aliens as being roughly three
feet tall, with large eyes and no teeth, elastic but

TL-W217) FRANK RORT
NOKENA STAR (OEEKLY
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UFO sightings
in dark of night
turning buggy

You know those UFOs you see in
the nighttime sky? ‘

Well, break out the industrial
strength insecticide, because flying
saucers are really migrating moths
glowing in the dark, according to
Florida biophysicist Phillip Callahan.

He says most UFO sightings are
just hordes of lit-up insects riding
electrically charged storm fronts.
Callahan says the insects’ antennae
and bodies contain “spines” that light
up when electrically charged.

And there’s a direct correlation be-
tween spruce budworm moth migra-
tions and UFO sightings.

Callahan says the insects migrate
after dusk and ride storm fronts in
saucer-shaped swarms that can ex-
tend five to 10 miles in the sky.

hard skin, with an active sex life. Their favorite food
is strawberry ice cream, it is believed. They have no
thumbs and they have web-like feet. They believe in
the universe as their god.

“The whole country’s general apathy toward these
things is why nobody knows about these things,"”
Butcher said.

“We are not here to form theories on this,” Ed-
wards said. “We are here to make information avail-
able and then let people decide for themselves.”

John F. Murphy, chief of the office of external af-
fairs at NASA Ames Research Center in Mountain
View, says he is not aware of any government at-
tempts to cover up the existence of UFOs.

“I can’t imagine that there is any possible truth to
these UFO rumors,” he said.

Meanwhile, Dan, an active member of the society,
said “the society is there to put all the different
angles and pieces together."

To make his arguments more scientific, Edwards
has invented the UFO alert, a pyramid-shaped device
that detects magnetic changes that UFOs allegedly
are known to cause. Edwards says he has had trouble
selling these (they go for $49.95), but some of those
present at the meeting said they owned one.

On a down-to-earth note, the society also goes by
the name of Resource Marketing. EEdwards says the
business community is reluctant to o business with a
UFO organization, so he was forced to use an alterna-
tive name. The society is non-profit, sells T-shirts (for
$35) and accepts donations.

Since the society's inception three months ago, it
has have collected $123 in donations, $100 from one

person. 4
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UFOs—or whatever—visit area agai

By News staff writer Michael S. Berk, with
reports from staff writer Chris Roberts and
correspondent Alison L. Large

They're back.

Residents from around Birmingham say
they witnessed bright flashing lights in the
sky this morning, the second consecutive day

of reports of UFOs in the area.

There also were similar reports in Tusca-

loosa.

Trussville police said several residents
reported sightings this morning, and about
midnight, officers around the police station

1 would like for it to set down right on that hill. I'd love to see it

closer.

Trussville resident Mabel Quick

said they they saw the football-shaped object

off in the western sky.

At 5 a.m. witnesses in Hoover said they saw
lights in the south, while 15 Trussville resi-
dents said they saw the lights in the east over

Pell City.

From Page 1A

Monday.

“It wasn’t as bright this morning
as it was yesterday,” Mrs. Quick
said. “We could see it — but it was
closer up yesterday.”

Nearly 15 people gathered at her
home this morning, many armed
with video cameras, still cameras
and binoculars.

“We could have had coffee and
cake,” she said.

Shiela Wilson and her family took
pictures of the lights with her video
camera.

She said the videotape showed the
object, but not the changing colors.

“When we first got there, we
couldn’t pick it up because it was too
dark,” she said. She said the camera
recorded the object as morning
broke.

Tommy Quick, Mrs. Quick’s son,
also took video pictures of the light.
The object “looked like a big flash-
light,” he said.

Trussville police officers also had
a video camera and took pictures of
the lights.

In Tuscaloosa, the object was seen
by security guards at JVC Magnetics
America.

“It stayed in one place, one spot,
and it was flashing blue and red,
blue and red — those colors,” said
Louise Lee, a security guard at the
JVC plant. “As old as I am, I've
never seen a star with those colors.”

Roger Koehler, another JVC secu-
rity officer, said he spotted the
flashing lights Monday and again
this morning. He didn’t tell anyone
Monday because he was afraid they
would think he was wacky, he said.

“When I heard it on the news last
night I thought that must be the

same thing I saw.”

But this morning when he saw the
lights again, he called Tuscaloosa
police who sent five cars to the JVC
plant. One of the officers said the
heat in the atmosphere was causing
the flashing colors.

“I saw like blue lights, red lights,”
Koehler said. "I didn’t see the shape
of it or anything because it wasn’t
down that low.

“It looked like lights were going in
a circle from the reflection in the
sky,” he said “From what I could see
it looked like there was a (dark)
object above the lights.

“I don’t think it was a star — 1
know that much — it could have
been a UFQ,” he said.

The Tights disappeared at day-
break, he said.

Trussville, in northeastern Jeffer-
son County, is getting used to UFOs.
Police on Monday said they saw
lights in the sky before sunrise, the
second time in a week that offi-
cers said they saw light in the sky.

Trussville police Sgt. Nelson
Byess said he and his partner saw
lights in the sky.

“I haven't the foggiest what it
was,” Byess said.

Mrs. Quick said police told her
that Monday morning, while the
lights could be seen over Trussville,
all the telephones went out in the
area.

Big G’s Restaurant in Trussville is
selling “UFO Burgers.”

Several Trussville residents said
they would be up before the sun
again Wednesday to see what they
can see.

“I would like for it to set down
right on that hill,”” Mrs. Quick said,
pointing to the edge of her yard. “I'd

love to see it closer.” /
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police Officer Barry Fulmer said.

“I've had about 30 to 40 calls,” Trussvi

Mabel Quick of Trussville said she saw |
lights changing colors — from green to b
to vellow to red. She said she also saw the

HERALD
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UFOs touch

two towns;
police won't

be Fytfed

By Steve Joynt
Post-Herald Reporter

Elvis may be in Oneonta, but there were
UFOs in Trussville yesterday morning.
“=“I'M not trying to start anything; I just
answered a call with another officer and we
saw what we saw,” Trussville police Sgt.
Nelson Byess said. “I'm not going to run out
and print up T-shirts and bumper stick-
ers.”

Byess was refering to memorabilia that
went on sale in Fyffe after several people
reported seeing silent triangular shapes
with colored lights in the February and
March sky.

About 5 a.m. yesterday, a few residents
called Trussville police and reported seeing
a disc-shaped object with colored lights
hovering just above the trees.

A number of reporters contacted Byess
yesterday after he and his partner also saw
the object in the sky.

“Since I see there’s so much interest in
this, I'm happy to tell reporters what I saw
so folks will know, but I'm not seeking pub-
licity,” Byess said.

CONV'T NEXTRAGE

See UFOs, Page ¢
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And he certainly doesn’t want any calls
rom supermarket tabloid magazines such
is the one that reported the late Elvis Pres-
ey has been spotted recently shopping in
Jneonta.

‘When I visualized it, it was a long way
ff, many, many miles away, in my opin-
on,” Byess said. “I could distinctly see the
‘olored lights, though — red, blue, green
ind yellow — like a prism, and they were
airly bright. And the dogs in the neighbor-
i0od were raising Cain the whole time.”

Byess said he could not see any shape
onnected to the lights.

BASINGSTOKE GAETE
HAMP SHIRE
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“It hovered for a while, we watched it
about 20 or 30 minutes, and then moved off
or faded out as the sun came up,” he said. “I
never heard any sound.”

A little earlier, before 5 a.m., Dadeville
Police Chief Terry Wright had just given a
speeding ticket and settled in to wait for
another speeding driver in his town, about
60 miles southeast of Trussville.

“I looked to my left and saw what I
thought was the moon behind a cloud, then I
realized the moon was on my right,” Wright
said. “It was round and bright to start with,
kind of hazy, then it looked like a bright
gas and moved out of sight after about 15 or
20 minutes. There were no colored lights,

“I didn’t want everyone thinking I was on
drugs, but I never saw anything like it
before,” Wright said. “Later in the day,
someone said they saw on the TV that
Trussville reported seeing something, t00.”

Data on both sitings will be recorded by
Mutual UFO Network Inc., section Director
Jeff Ballard said, as the Fyffe sitings were

“We have an investigator in Birmingham
waiting to see if there’s a repeat show, so he
can get pictures and see it himself,” Ballard
said. “If it doesn’t show agaim;~he’ll start
interviewing all the witnesses.”

In addition to recording sitings, MUFON
tries to explain some by checking on known
aircraft, natural or man-made phenomena.

just white.”

Wright thou

wife about it later that morning.

By DANNY CARPENTER

\

AN ALIEN spaceship has been spot-
ted flying over Hook early in the

morning.

The great silver ship rose in the sky,

1overed, spun and disappeared at
speed towards Basingstoke.

great

But‘. unknown to the occupants, their early-
norning mission over sleepy Hook was observed

oy at least one earth dweller.

Maude Guille-Maret,
lying awake and looking
out of the window at the
dark sky, was startled to
see the ship rise into view.

“I don't know where it
came from, it just appear-
ed in the window and sat
there for a couple of sec-
onds," she said.

“Then it spun in the air
and disappeared—it went =L X
so fast it was almost as the sighting.

ley, believes her.

thing,” he said.

the time.

But her husband, Hed-

“If she says she saw
something, she saw some-

Nearby RAF Odiham
had no other reports of
strange craft, but say they
had nothing in the air at

They are investigating

though it had vanished,” -
said Maude (78), of Bell
Meadow, Hook.

Wife sees
an alien
spaceship

Strange

“I immediately got out
of bed and wrote down the
time and tried to do a little
sketch of it

“It looked like a great
big. beautiful, silver fish."

She added: "But the
strange thing was it didn't
make a sound.

"It looked so close. vet |
couldn’t hear a thing

Maude is convinced that
she saw a UFO, hut ha:
had a lot of treuble con
vincing the neighbours

“They all seem to think
I've been oun the drink.’

she said.

ght the bright shape was so
odd, he told everyone at City Hall and his

“The sitings in Fyffe were fully
explored,” he said,
source down as ‘unknown.
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IIFQ heads for Jaywick

TWG ne:: crked a_police
search for an unidentified fly-
ing object when they spotted a
strange sight in the sky over
Clacton airstrip.

The men were driving along
West Road when one of them
saw a brightly lit object hover-
ing over the airstrip

They reported their sighting
to Clacton Police who carried
out a search of the airfield

Police found no sign of the
UFO. sighted on Tuesday
night, but passed on the report

“and we have put the

IR T
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to Stansted and Southend air
traffic control, and the Min-
istry of Defence.

The men said the object was
circular and about 30 metres
across, with red, white and
green flashing I:’f__fhts‘ It had a
white underside and was
making a humming noise.

They watched it hover about
50 metres ofl the ground for
two minutes before it headed
off above St John’s Road to-
wards Jaywick.

EAST
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‘Report of

UFO but
no trace

found

POLICE
Clacton airstrip  for
signs of an
unidentified flying
object early yesterday.

The UFO, said to be
30 metres wide, was seen
by two men at 3.30 am.
They said that it was
hovering 40 to 50 metres
above the ground and
making a humming
noise.

The men claimed the
UFO was round, with
red, blue, green and yel-
low flashing lights. They
saw it above the airstrip
while they were driving
in West Road.

Police told Stansted

searched

_air traffic control and

the Ministry of Defence.

ANGLIAN TIMES
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Air traffic controllers
found no trace of the
UFO on their radar
screens and there was no
record of any flights
from Clacton airstrip
then.

The men said the
UFO flew low over the
Three Jays in Jaywick
Lane, turned right and
moved  towards St
John's Road

Qo &! G&T
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Voyager may be
flashing through the
universe in its eternal
search for life among
the stars, "but now

new evidence has
revealed that extra-
terrestrials have

already visited us.

The myth of men in
flying saucers has been
with us since H G Wells
landed the Martians in the
Home Counties at the
turn of the century and
the '40s and ’'50s wit-
nessed a rapid growth in
the number of sightings as
UFO mania gripped the
' world.

BB Steve

avies
However, a  Hart-

shormne man has been

given a sensational docu-
ment, which has been one
of the USA’s most closely
guarded secrets for more
than 35 years and which,
on face value, shows that
the Americans are well
aware of UFOs and have
been engaged in a major
cover-up.

The 10-page document
prepared for President-
elect Dwight D Eisen-
hower in 1952 and signed
by him, reveals that two

BURTON MAWL, STAFFS

REPORT REV
'ALIEN COVER-UP

Documentary
~‘proof’ of UFO
crash-landing

was subsequently rzcov-
ered in “a secret opera-
tion” in a remote region
of New Mexico, and the
second on December 6,
1950.

But it is perhaps the
findings from the first
crash which prove to be
the most startling.

According to  the
document, under the
heading Operation Majes-
tic, and carried out by a
bevy of high ranking
military and civilian staff,

aerial reconnaissance
showed that ‘‘four small
human-like beings had

apparently ejected from
the craft.”

Dynamite

The four bodies were
recovered and although
badly decomposed, scien-
tists  said that the
creatures were human-
like, but that their
evolutionary  background
was considerably different
to that of Man.

The document, which

UFOs crashed, the first has been known to exist
on June 24, 1947. which by various UFO. bodies,
VoRKSHIRE EVENNG PRESS Vork

Conference date

for UFO buffs

SEP- - \989

has only recently surfaced
and Mr Kevin Flannery of
Hartshorne, a member of
Sky Scan, which is allied
to the Brtish UFO
Research Association. has
received a copy of it.

He told the Mai/: “*The
document is dynamite and

proves the Americans
have been involved in a
cover-up.

“An American nuclear
physicist by the name of
Stanton T Freidman is
visiting Sheffield to deliver
a talk on this paper and
add his endorsement to it.
If what is revealed in the
document is true then it
will be the biggest thing
the world has ever
witnessed."

The controversial doc-
ument also goes on to say
that witnesses were
debriefed and that a cover
story had been fed to the
Press saying that it was

g
2

was

ALS

\

® Kevin Flannery — new evidence.
known,
research and development
project run in conjunction
with «the intelligence ser-
vices and under the direct
control of the President of
the United States.

The
sparked off after a civilian
pilot reported a sighting

However, US intel
gence sources recoverc
much of the crashed sh
which came down in Ju
1947 and removed ti
four bodies. Subseque
analysis revealed that th
craft was a short rang
reconnaissance vehicle ar
ended with the conclusior

was a

report was

merely a weather balloon of nine disc-shaped “It is virtually certain th.
which had come down in  objects flying in forma- these craft do n
a bid “to stave off public tion. There had been originate in any counts

panic at all costs”.
Operation Majestic 12,
as the top secret project

BRITAIN'S biggest conference
on flying saucers will take
place in West Yorkshire on
Saturday.

The event, organised by the
Yorkshire UFO Society, will
begin at 12.30pm at the Town
Hall in Ossett, near Wakefield.

Mark Birdsall, the society’s
spokesman, said: “This year’s
conference promises to be a

jor newsworthy event due
7 to a world exclusive con-

many such sightings at the
time, but no substance to
the reports.

SEP &0

on earth and that we a
dealing with beings fro:
another solar system.”

\4.84

cerning a UFO shot down over
South Africa earlier this year.

“We will be displaying of-
ficial documents from both the
South African Air Force and
the American Defence De-
partment, who arrived to ex-
amine the object and two of its
occupants. ) )

“Taped conversations with
South African intelligence
chiefs and embassy officials
will also be di q
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shakes team
in UFO hunt

UFO WATCHERS reckon
they have discovered a
down-to-earth solution for
the mystery of moorland
lights.

They believe strange glowing
objects seen in the night sky are
not caused by extra-terrestials
— but by earthquakes.

Researchers prohing sightings of
bright balls of light ahove the moors
at Saddleworth and at High Peak in
Derbyshire have linked them with
earth tremors in the same areas.

They believe fault-line pressures
on quartz rocks hundreds of feet
helow ground can trigger a release

[ By Matt Finnegan J

which could act as
for the release of the

and aerials
“chimneys”
energy.

Scores of sightings have been
reported in the Saddleworth area
along the A635 Holmfirth to Green-
field Road.

The most famous was in 1977
when a motorist spotted an obhject
shaped like a luminous egg. It was
later dubbed the “Wessenden Egg”
after the nearby moor.

Research by the team who formed
Project Pennine to investigate the
lights will be included in a new
hook.

time as strong earth tremors rocked
North Wales.

Both areas are linked by geologi-
cal fault lines and the pressures on
subterranean rocks could have heen
finally releasced in Yorkshire —
appearing as the mystery lights

Team spokesman David Clarke
said :"No one had ever made the
connection before, hut whenever
there are earth tremors there are
always lots of UFO sightings.”

The director of investigations for
the British UFO Research Associa-
tion, Jennie Randle, said: "it's a
plausible hypothesis, hut it would he
very foolish of anyone to claim that
the lights explain all the UFO
sightings.”

of electrical energy into the air.
And they point out that many of

the sightings of strange lights have

heen above power lines,

UFO
TV masts

Their breakthrough
they discovered that
sightings
West Yorkshire in 1984 at the same

came when
hundreds of

were reported in

The book,
lation, written by Paul Devereux, is
published by Blandford Press on

September 14.

The Earth Lights Reve-
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Lights in the sky spark

new probe into UFOs

STRANGE lights in the
sky have been puzzling
)eople in South East
(Ssex.

East Anglian UFO Asso-

dation chairman Ron
Nost said he had received
i number of calls after a
eport in the Echo last
veek of a dome-shaped
lving object with red,
reen and white lights.

t was seen hovering in
he sky between Clacton
nd Leigh in the early
ours of September 6.

Circle

A Hullbridge man walk-
his dog at 10.15pm
n September 4 saw red,
vhite and green lights
ircling and flashing.

He thought the lights
were about 2,000 ft up.
After a few minutes they
moved towards Burnham.

At 12.15am the next day
Mr Bob Hoskins from Bill-
ericay saw a long, rec-
tangular  object shoot
across the sky and stop.
[t had white lights and
was going towards Basil-
don

At around the
time a Southend woman
saw a big circle of white
moving across the sky.

A few minutes later
Mr Barton from Southend
saw an object hovering
over the airport. He de-
scribed it as huge, with
red, white and green flash-
ing lights. It moved on
towards Basildon.

same

And again near mid-
night Mr and Mrs Robin-
son from Canvey saw a
shape like three light
bulbs in the sky.

It had green, red and
white lights and dropped
below the horizon.

Three hours later Mr
and Mrs Jones from Basil-
don were woken up by a
humming noise and saw
from their window a long,
oval object with a very
bright, white light.

It hovered in the air
for about 10 minutes and
then shot off towards
Southend

East Anglian UFO Asso-
ciation needs further in-
formation. Their hotline
15 0268 286079

Sout BuckS STAR
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UFO film

A SENSATIONAL re-
port just published by

$ UFO buffs has declared
# a film off a UFO as

‘genuine.’

The film, taken near
Haddenham in 1973, has
been scruitinsed by experts
throughout Britain. It was
taken by building surveyor
Peter Day who had a movie
camera with him in his car
when he witnessed the
strange light.

The conclusion of the
report, “Fire In The Sky”
by the British UFO Re-
search Association states:
“By a strict definition of
the term the thing was a
UFO — namely an Uniden-
tified Flying Object.
Whether it will remain
unidentifiable is another
matter.”’

A full report will appear
in next week’s Star but
turn to page 13 for more
news on the strange lights
seen over the county last
week.
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‘Spaced out by the alien life

ANTHONY Dodd lowered
' his voice a touch and said he
had to be very careful. He
was in the middle of talking
about beings from another
planet.

You did not know, he said,
who was listening. He was not
concerned that this might be a
being from another planet, but
somebody from this planet
bugging his conversations
about beings from other
planets,

He holds many of these. This
is perfectly natural for some-
body who has seen at least 60
unidentified flying objects in
the past 11 years since he all
but bumped into a flying saucer
in the early hours.

This was when he was still a
policeman. He was with the
traffic division on his North
Yorkshire beat when he and a
colleague turned a corner and
almost smacked into this un-
usual craft.

That was former Sergeant
Dodd’s first and only in-
voluntary encounter. He did
not wilt in fear or put it to the
back of his mind as a sight
which might be easily
explained away. Nor was it an
apparition affecting a tired
traffic cop in the early hours.

It was a UFO. The policeman

i t was an overnight convert. Last

year he retired from the force
in Grassington and is now a
full-time UFO investigator.

This Saturday at the UFO
Society's annual conference
Anthony Dodd could have his
finest hour. After months of
painstaking research he will
reveal details of a UFO shot
down in South Africa earlier
this year.

It was recovered and taken to
a base in Pretoria before the
American air force was called
in. The craft departed for the
Wright Patterson air force base
in Ohio together with two of its
occupants.

Anthony Dodd has seen
neither the saucer nor its crew
but has built up a picture of
what they look like. The
crewmen, it seems, have large
heads, black, almond-shaped
eyes, three fingers on each
hand with claws on the end.
They have no visible sex or-
gans, no bodily hair and have
pale grey skin.

All this will be revealed to
the world in Ossett on Saturday
by the former rural bobby. The
lengthy investigation means
that he has had no time to see
many UFOs himself lately.

But there were plenty of
them. Of course, you did not see
one every time you went out

WESTELN MORNING NEWS ?LYMQUTH

All Ufo 81ght1ngs can’t e ignored

Ifl may comment on the article -
on Ufos, by Julie Cockroft in
(WMN August 14).

If someone doesn't believe the
Ufos that is only because they
know nothing about the sub-
ject. Anyone who has done any
real research into the subject
quickly realises that although
some Ufos can be explained by
the reason given by Ms C there
are millions (I repeat, millions)
of genuine sjghungs which can
not.

Although she seems to:know
very little about the subject,
she certainly has some know-
ledge of "the  standard Ufo

. "explanations,” which are rou-

tme]y trotted out by those who

wish, for some reason, to
discredit eye witnesses.

After 40 years and thousands
of articles of this type attempt-
ing to discredit Ufo sightings.
Ufos are still being seen all
over the world — Devon and
Cornwall included.

Ms C states that there 1s not
a “scrap of real” evidence to
indicate - that. Ufos exist.

Nothing of course except the:

millions . of reports by eye
witnesses.
In our legal system, eye

but there were regular haunts
for them.

He had to admit, he said,
that he had never been close
enough to see who was inside
the craft but he assumed they
were manned or at least
aliened.

When he was a policeman
Anthony Dodd did not talk
much about flying saucers.
Policemen are not allowed to
talk to the Press {or a start.

There is, he believes, a slow
and deliberate leaking policy
by governments round the
world. This is being done
through sci-fi programmes, the
sort which feature three
fingered men with claws, huge
black, almond-shaped eyes and
pale grey skin, the un-
believabie sort.

In three or four years from
now perhaps there would be an
official announcement that
UFOs, alien crewmen and life
on other planets existed. They
wanted us to get used to the
idea first.

But not too used just now,
which was why Anthony Dodd
lowered his voice and sounded
positively conspiratorial. Soon
though, we would all know
about flying saucers.

For now, we shall have to
make do with the Dodd revela-
tions in Ossett which feature
taped conversations wi ith South
Africans and Americans. One of
the latter is saying that the
UFO investigator would surely

Aus 30 \484

wnness evxdence is accepted as
real evidence. Until “recently

" (and to date in many countries)
eye witness evidence can have
people executed. Yet Ms C
chooses to ignore every report
that she can't explain. Not a
very good basis for drawing
conclusions.

She  insults the witnesses,
many of whom are of the
highest intelligence and inte-
grity. International airline

pilots .are. one group of highly
qualified (both professionally to
know if a flying object is
unidentifiable) people who
report seeing real Ufos. One

forms

not expect him to say anything
about aliens if indeed they were
there. This, the UFO society
takes to be extremely
meaningful stuff.

The best proof would be to
have as guest of honour on
Saturday a pale grey man with
three fingers and no hair but he
and his mate are unfortunately
otherwise detained in Ohio.
Former police sergeant Dodd,
however, has a drawing.

American ‘investigator has
more than 3,000 reports from
airline pilots.

Don't dismiss their evidence

too smugly, Ms C, I would
imagine an airline pilot would
be looked upon as a very

valuable witness in a court ol
law  Ms  prefers to agnore
therm Why?

Bob Boyd,
Chalrman
Plymouth UFO,
Research Group,
Camperdown Street,
Stoke,

Plymouth
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DEREK TRACK
WORLD

SOMEBODY is most definitely out there,
says UFO expert Derek Mansell.

He’s convinced there is life beyond earth - and points
to the thousands of reports of UFO sightings in his files

as proof.

For Derek is records of-
%“cer of Contact Interna-
tional, a group which
specialises in investigating
mysterious unidentified
flying objects.

They co-ordinate sight-
ings from all over the
world - and a large per-
centage of them remain
unexplained.

Derek, who lives at
Seaton in north east Corn-
wall, first became inter-
ested in the subject when
he himself was the host of
an unexpected and un-
known visitor.

Vibrate

It was back in the
1950s, when Derek was in
the RAF and a crewman
on the regular flights be-
tween New Zealand's two
islands.

‘We were between the
two islands flying behind
another freight aircraft
when the plane began to
vibrate badly, the engine
misfired and all the
electrics went out.

‘We thought we were in

by Stuart
Fraser

so bad that the pilot had
to make an emergency
landing on the nearest air-
field.

Unusual

‘It wasn’t until we spoke
to the crew of the other
plane that we suspected
something unusual had
happened.

‘They told us that there
had been a huge disc-
shaped object above us. It
was 250ft in diameter,
with a big blue light on
top and a big red light un-
derneath.

‘The pilot of the other
aircraft took photos of it,
but they were confiscated
and we were all made to
sign the Official Secrets
Act. That has never been
explained.’

The experience started
years of investigation for
Derek. All contacts’ sight-
ings are reported to him,
and he sparks off investi-
gations by detectives all
over the world.

ARGENTINA 1963

Y

Each mystery is referred
to the relevant Govern-
ment department - the
Ministry of Defence in the
UK - and all air, sea and
weather details are metic-
ulously checked.

Of 2,000 sightings last

=€EP

10 1489

'S UFO

UFO-RAMA

HEW ZEALAND W78

-~

RECORDS OFFICER: Derek Mansell, who believes

space.

year, about 35 per cent re-
main unexplained.

‘l personally believe
that unidentified flying
objects come from outer
space. We have 86,000
sightings on file dating
back to 2,500BC, and to

there is life in outer

me that weight ot evi-
dence is too much to be
dismissed lightly.

‘People now are begin-
ning to take us more seri-
ously rather than dismiss

an electrical storm. It got

us all as complete cranks.’

yeuLow ADVERT\SER ( ColcHESTER.)

UFO
expert tells
what he
KNnows

r

UFO enthusiasts are invited to a slide
show and lecture given by an international-
ly known authority on September 15 when
Timothy Good will be discussing UFO
sightings worldwide.

The event is at the Bullseye Public House in
Basildon Town Square, with doors opening at
7.30pm.

It has been organised by the East Anglian
UFO and Paranormal Research Association,
which was formed in July 1988.

Mrs Sheridan Lane, the association press of-
ficer said: “Since we formed, about 1,400 sight-
ings have been reported to us on our hotline.”

The most recent UFO sightings occurred last

\0
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Tuesday around midnight, when a brightly lit
circular object, with red, white and green lights
was spotted over Clacton airgon.

It was hovering about 50 metres above the
ground, and after five minutes shot off.

The same object was spotted about five min-
utes later by a lady in Wivenhoe, before it disap-

ed out 1o sea.

At about 12.10am, two men in Southend re-
ported a sighting of the same object speeding
across the Thames Estuary towards Kent.

Mrs Sheridan said: “We are always pleased 1o
hear from people who have sightings and their
call is treated in confidence.”

Anyone with an experience of contact or a
sighting can telephone the hotine, open 24
hours, on 0268-286079.

~

R —
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A SOUTH Petherton couple are
looking for a down-to-earth ex-
planation for the UFO which
shocked them while they were
walking their dog on Monday
night.

Mike and Wendy Wood, who
live in Palmer Street, were
coming home across the fields at
Combe Bottom, between the
village and Compton Durville,
when they suddenly became
aware of a bright light behind
them.

They turned to see what they
first thought was a firework
coming towards them at phe-

UF¢

LAGERS

nomenal speed

“It was essentially a green
light, with a reddish yellow
edging and it was coming
towards us at a hell of a rate of
knots," said Mike.

“It was impossible to judge
how high or big it was because of
its speed. We watched it for a few
seconds, then it simply disap-
peared.

“What made it so weird was
that there was no noise at all. If
it had been a firework, there
would have been a hiss of
propellant but we heard nothing
and it didn't peter out like a

conventional firework would.

“T've seen shooting stars before
and this was nothing like them.
I've no idea what it was.

“I only hope no-one’s
experimenting with home-made
explosives, because someone
might get hurt.”

Commented Wendy; "I was
frightened to death. If Mike
hadn't been with me, I would
have run all the way back
home.”

They are now . ¢ anxious to
know if anyone else spotted the
strange phenomenon at around
7.45pm.

LOESTMINSTER NEWS
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Too close
encounter

I SUPPOSE after a couple of
months of this kind of heat
someone was bound to have an
unexplainable experience some
time.

A chance encounter with a nine-
headed purple goblin at a bus satop
would have been more than enough to
satisfy the tabloids, even if the claim
came from someone who had spent the
day legless in the pub.

But this year's happening secms
more than enigma fans could possibly
hope for. A dazzling light-show wit-
nessed by thousands of completely so-
ber people across London .. search-
beam lights whizzing around one an-
other for up to 20 minutes a la Close
Encounters.

One last plug for the Batman fi'm?

An unavoidable side-effect from an at-
tempt on the world communal acid-trip
record?

That nobody has come up with a
convincing answer makes the affair all
the more remarkable. This time the
odds are definitely stacked against
some Government boffin instantly dis-
missing the whole thing as a hoax. Too
many people saw it and in too many
places.

So have the green people finally
taken it upon themselves to come to
warn us earthlings about the dangers
of spraying aerosols and ecating Big
Macs? -

We may just be in for a straight-for-
ward Martian invasion instead. Let's
hope not. Any whiff of alien intrusion
on British soil and we'll be landed with
another four years of Maggie.

il
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Mystery of the
flying object

SOMETHING mysterious hurtled through the night
sky over the Bristol area — but what was it? .

Colin Pulsford of Branksome Way Drive, Filton,
thought at first it was a rocket sent up by som
with very early access to Guy Fawkes fireworks.

But it travelled horizontally rather than vertically
anId madeb no goise. - Prme Yo

t was bright green and from ground level appe
to be one-eighth of the diameter of the moon. Ft had a
tail. As suddenly as it had agpeared it disappeared.

Mr Pulsford was baffled, but put the incident out of
his mind — until next morning when a colleague at
work spoke of a similar sighting miles away at Yate.

“It wasn't a meteor,” said Mr ord. He was out
taking a walk with his wife Lilian over playing fields
on Sunday evening when he saw the mysterious object.
The time: 8.19 pm.. _

Bristol University physics lecturer Dr Rodney
Hillier, could offer no explanation ) ;
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Bright sparks on th
underground

A COUPLE of

UFOlogists paid me a
visit today, and I must
say they didn’t fit the
usual picture of slightly
dippy_types in anoraks
carrying cameras and
notebooks, like train-
spotters run amok.

In fact Andy Roberts and
Dave Clarke are student
archeologists and care-
worker respectively, with
cynical temperaments and
no-nonsense attitudes to
their vocation.

“We treat eve

: report of
unexplained

phenomena

very sceptically,” Andy told .

me. The pair are members of
‘‘Project Pennine”, and
assoclate researchers on a
newly-released book, “Earth
Lights Revelation”.

The project is gathering
data from all over the Pen-
nines — including Oldham
— in the hope that a large-
enough body of material can
be gathered to interest sci-
entists in developing the
theory of triboluminescence
— Wwhich says that rocks
rubbm% against each other
along fault lines discharge
massive amounts of light

energy which finds it way
above ground.

This isn’t as far-fetched as
]y;ou might think. It is well
nown that some types of
crystal generate electricity,
when compressed, and light
is the same sort of energy.
Generating light from roc
is sgown In pictures in the

“The sightings of lights
invariably occur along fault
lines,” said Andy, who
stopped by at the Chron. to
check our own extensive file
on reports of lights in the
sky and on Saddleworth
Moor over the years.

(If you want to add one of
i'gur own, you can contact

e team on 0924 444049). - -

“A lot of the reports can be
dismissed immediately as
stars and planets, or aero-
{»lanes," said Dave. “But
here are some more
interesting ones. A police-
man called us about seein
lights on the moors an
there are several mentions of
lights on Wharmton Hill.”

he rennrte nf cichtinae all

THURROCK GoZETIE ESSEX
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JFOs spotted

o S\1% o

'wice 1n night

/O sightings of

utes until it shot up

over the Pennines form a
fascinating chapter of the
book, which is out now (at
£12.95). But the local reports
aren’'t included, save for an
incredible one reported on
the trans-Pennine A635 out
of Holmfirth, when a driver
saw an incredible ball of
slow-moving light over the
road and watched it for
several minutes. It was 25
feet wide and 15 feet high!

[ouTHEND
STANDARD
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UFO seen

THE RED, white and green
flashing lights of a hovering.
domed shape were reported in
the sky over the Thames Estu-
ary.

Mr Ron West, chairman of
East Anglia UFO, said the UFO
appeared to two men in London
Road, Leigh, just after midnight
on August 30. They watched
it go out to sea and over to
Kent.

At the same time a woman
in a car along Southend sea-
front had to do an emergency
stop because she was so shock-
ed by the brilliant lights.

SouTHEND Evening Echo,Ess&x Serl® \989

‘Are UFOs the
answer to night.
lights riddle?

THE latest in a series
of unexplained night-
time sightings has left
South East Essex star-
gazers looking to the
heavens for clues.

Police were baffled and
air traffic control chiefs left
starry-eyed after reports of
five or six strange objects
circling Canvey and Basildon

nation for the sighting.

Similar visions were also
reported from the Pitsea area
where anxious residents de-
scribed five or six saucer-
shaped objects flying from
left to right around 9pm.

Police .made checks with
Southend, West Drayton and
Stansted air traffic controls
but none could provide an
explanation.

A Basildon police spokes-
man said: “The only explana-
tion I can think of is that it
is probably aircraft stacking.
Because of the difficulty of
estimating height and speeds
from ground observers I feel
it can only be aircraft.”

He said the police would
be forwarding a report to
the Defence Ministry with
details of the sightings.

The latest vision was the

tonight (Friday) at The
Bulls Eye Public
House, Southernhay,
Rasildon. with author
Timothy Good speak-
ing. It starts at 8pm.

on Friday night.

A report has been sent to
the Defence Ministry amid
claims UFOs have been
sighted. :

Mr Edward Chard said his
wife Doreen called him to
the garden of his Thisselt
Road, Canvey, home when
she saw the bright blue,
green and red lights.

Tailoring manager Edward,

Os were reported, tremen-
»in Grays, the other
Corringham in the
‘ly hours of Tuesday
rning of last week.
‘he first was seen
Peter Watson who,
ile looking out of
daughter's  bed-
im window in Grays
12.15am, saw a long,
ite stationary light

vertically at
dous speed.

Later that night, at
3.15am, a Mr and Mrs
Roberts, of Corrin-
gham, woke to a loud
humming noise.

They went to investi-
gate and saw a long
oval object of white
light. It remained sta-
tionary for ten min-

he sky. utes, then it shot up 51, sa}d: ““T saw these lights . ct recent in a spate of
fe told the East and over towards hovering around and I got | ,hoxplained objects.

glian UFO and Para-  Southend. the pmoculars out and it Last week the Echo report-
‘mal Research Asso- If anyone else has  certainly was not an aircraft. ed on a Canvey man who
tion that it moved witnessed  anything “When I used the binocu-  yjtnessed strange objects in

lars all 1 could see was a

¢ the sky and captured his
triangular shape and it was

AR sighting on video

t across the sky at

similar, or had sight-
ings of their own, con-

at speed. tact the Association on fairly big. I was quite taken And the East Anglian UFO
then stopped Basildon 286079. | aback." | society has received a num-
uptly and stayed The Association will He claimed other people .. of recent reports

had also seen the strange

| for about five min- lights and could find no expla-

be holding a meeting

\2. @®Comment: Paged
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Object May Have Been

By TERRY JOYCE

Post-Courier Reporter

That object in the skies that aroused so
much interest across the Lowcountry
early Sunday may have been Soviet space
junk.

Or it may have been a meteor shower.
In any case, it still had folks buzzing,

“A Soviet rocket body impacted in the
Atlantic (Ocean) east of Georgia around
1:15 a.m.,” said Navy Senior Chief Fetty
Officer Eric Bishop, a public affairs offi-
cer with the North American Air Defense
Command. “That may have been it,” he
said today.

Bishop, speaking from his office in
(olorado Springs, Colo., said a newspaper
in Kalamazoo, Mich., also had asked
NORAD sbout any space junk, or used
satellite parts, that might have lit up the
sky early Sunday. He said people there
apparenily saw the object beginning to
heat up as it re-entered the earth’s atmos-
phere

Bishop said NORAD didn’t have many
details about the rocket body, except to
sav it was a piece of the Soviet 2030 Cos-
mos sevie, 1 satellites, launched from
somewhere 1n Russia on July 12. He said
he had no wformation on what the part
specificaiiy was used for or whether that

particular Cosmos satellite was manned
or unmanned.

He said the piece of space junk appar-
ently was heading from northwest to
southeast when it landed somewhere off
the coast of Georgia.

Bill Krasean, a reporter with the Kala-
mazoo (Mich.) Gazette, told The Evening
Post today that another reporter with his
newspaper saw the object and described
it as “resembling a shooting star.”

He said that he knew of only a few peo-
ple in Michigan who had reported seeing
the object, which first appeared some-
where over the Great Lakes.

Closer to Charleston, Ernest R. Banz of

Summerville described the sighting as
“something like a big 4th of July sky-
rocket.”

“It was real colorful — green, yellow
and white. It looked like it was sparkling,
with little balls of light trailing out be-
hind.”

Banz is one of several who told The
Evening Post they saw something — per-

haps a UFO_— in"the sky between 115

and 2 a.m. Sunday.

Banz said he and 97 others, all mem-
bers of the Summerville Bassmasters
fishing club, were on the east branch of

3

the Cooper River that night, en-
gaged in an all-night fishing tourna-
ment. At least some of them saw
something.

“I couldn’t see the object iiself,”
Banz said. “What I saw looked like
something breaking up in the atmos-
phere. ... It was pretty and colorful,
and left a trail in the sky that was
pink, or sort of salmon-colored.”

Elsewhere, people in North
Charleston, west of the Ashley, on a
boat at Lake Marion and along the
Grand Strand said they saw some-
thing in the sky. In Myrtle Beach, a
38-year-old printer said he photo-
graphed it with his video camera.

Leo Martin said he was in the
parking lot at the Myrtle Beach
Speedway with his wife when she
looked up in the sky and asked, “Lee,
what is that?”

“I looked up and saw an enormous
ball of fire with a tremendous tail.
I'm former Air Force and have
never seen anything like that,” Mar-
tin said.

“I had the video camera dangling
around my neck from filming the
races and I immediately brought it
up and started filming. At the mo-
ment I started, there was a low roar-
ing sound ... similar to a very large
aircraft like a bomber or the tre-
mendous roar of the space shuttle. ..
I got about 40 seconds worth of
tape.”

He said he estimated the object
was flying at 10,000-15,000 feet and
moving at about 500 mph. “For the
altitude, it was moving very slowly
as far as I was concerned. It was
nothing like a comet. It was a
straight flight, no curvature to it
whatsoever. It was headed due east
from Florence straight out over the
ocean, crossed directly over us and
headed to the ocean,” Martin said.

The tape came out great. Martin
said, and he was contacted by CNN
and ABC-TV, who both wanted it. He
agreed to sell it to ABC for an undis-
closed price.

“At first, I didn’t want to release

the tape because if it was a bad ac-
cident, I wanted to save it for the
Myrtle Beach Air Force Base,” Mar-
tin said. But when base personnel
told him they didn't have any planes
in the area that night. he decided to
sell in to ABC.

“No, I don't believe in UFOs,”
Martin said. “I think there's an ex-
planation for it.”

Meanwhile, two of Banz' fishing
companions said they, too, saw an
object in the sky.

Rocket

“I first thought it was a meteor
shower, but it was running parallel
to the surface” of the Earth, said
Rodney Hooker of Summerville,
president of the fishing club. He said
he and Edward J. Arahill, also of
Summerville, saw the object.

Arahill said he saw something
“like a bright light, far in the dis-
tance, like a bright sky rocket.” The
object then flew over their boat,
heading toward Charleston.

“I've seen a lot of meteor showers
and never anything like this,” said
Arahill. “It must have been hundreds
of miles away, moving at tremen-
dous speed. It went from horizon to
horizon. Most meteor showers have
a trajectory. They fall and burn up.
This didn't.”

Professor William R. Kubinec,
chairman of the physics department
at the College of Charleston, didn’t
see the object but said that “a couple
of meteor showers are active now.”

One such event, known as the Cap-
ricornids shower, is characterized
by meteors that are “yellow, often
bright, with big fireballs,” he said.
“For an astronomical explanation,
that's the best guess.”

In the meantime, any theories
connecting the sighting with the
weather — especially a tempera,

ture inversion — were ruled out.

Inversions can make distant ob-
jects appear where they shouldn't,
but “there was no inversion that
night,” said Richard Shenot,
meteorologist-in-charge at the
Charleston office of the National
Weather Service,

“Besides, we got reports of this
thing all the way down to Daufuskie
Island,” he said. “No inversion could
have caused that.”

Earlier Monday, authorities said
they didn't know what the object
may have been.

Capt. Rhonda Lustig, a spokes-
man for the Charleston Air Force
Base. said numerous calls from the
Remount Road to West Ashley areas
were received by base operations
personnel from 1:35 a.m.-1:45 a.m,
but no threatening or unidentifiable
objects showed up on Air Force ra-
dar screens.

Post-Courier staffers Fred Rigsbee, Bill
Steiger and Eric Frazier contributed to this
story.
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UFO total unknown

I am writing to thank The News and
Observer and staff writer Debbie Moose
for the excellent interview with me,
‘‘He’s no alien to UFOs’’ of June 24.

Ms. Moose did an excellent job with
her interview on such a complex subject,
which has baffled the world for more
than four decades now. This has already
brought me a large number of letters,
more UFO sightings and others who are
asking how %o join The Mutual UFO
Network Inc.

Ms. Moose made one important mis-
take. Whereas she states that North
Carolina has had 55 UFOs reported since
the early 1900s, we have a huge map of
the Tar Heel State that lists, with pins,
more than 829 encounters during this
period. With only 10 percent of UFO
eyewitnesses reporting their experienc-
es, such observations probably number
in the thousands in North Carolina.

Raleigh and the Research Triangle
area have a rich history of UFO sight-
ings and would make an ideal spot for
the building of my UFO museum.

UFO landings and near landings, with
and without occupants, have been re-
ported from 48 locations in North Caro-
lina since the early 1930s. The first
human abduction case was reported
from Raleigh in 1979, with seven other

cases since that time scattered across
the state.

GEORGE D. FAWCETT
MUFON, N.C. State Director
Raleigh
Editor’s note: The figure of 55 reported
North Carolina UFO sightings was based
on information given to The N&O by the
letter writer.

SouTHEND EVENING
EaHo Essex
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Did you see the
UFOs last nights

UFO investigators want more
witnesses who might have
seen a round dark disc looking
about the size of a tennis
ball and two smaller orange
lights which seemed to accom-

R
€ objects were spotted in
the Southend and lg;xoebury
areas about 9.30 last night.

The UFO hotline is Basildon
286079.

e S ¥ et
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UFOs: Mixed Reports

| want to congratulate you on Elizabeth
Bird's article on UFOs (Beyond Self,
April). | have been interested in this issue
since 1947 when [ heard a radio news re-
port that a pilot, Kenneth Arnold, had seen
a formation of disc-like objects moving
over Mount Rainier. My interest has re-
mained despite many hoaxers — there
were just too many reports from reput;{ble
people to dismiss it all as nonsense. So |
involved myself with an organization that
cooperated with law enforcement agencies
to study reports of sightings. It was whilg
in this group that I had my own experi-
ences. While [ am not going to try to con-
vince anvone of the existence of these
crafts, | myself have no doubt about it. I do
thumb-down reports of abductions by
those who are hvpnotized, however, and
Elizabeth Bird did a fine job of discrediting
reports of that nature.

Ralph D. Riemer

Zephyr Cove, NV

:;4#\- 880 ' Psvé;g OLOGY TODAY MBOWTHLY
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| was annoyed by the article “Invasion of
the Mind Snatchers.” Ms. Bird dismisses
the possibility of extraterrestrial abduction
by taking the usual (predictable) “such inci-
dents are impossible, of course” stance.
which she supports with quotes from nu-
merous researchers and psychologists.
Not one person claiming to have been ab-
ducted is heard from, however.

Having read both of Whitley Strieber's

books about his abduction experiences, |
know his story cannot simply be written off
as hallucination. Having no conscious
memory of abductions personally, | can't
say they absolutely are real. But | can say
reality has more than three dimensions
(physicists will back me up on this), so |
would rather have an open mind and Jet
science catch up. Anyone who has read
Ms. Bird's article should also read
Strieber’s books and hear all sides of this
fescinating controversy.
Bill Lessner
Brooklyn, NY

U.F.O. sighted

SpooL U
HARTL%P L ANOTHER U F.0. sighting has been
IVIA reported to Hartlepool police.
JUNE 23 lqsc’ Aman telephoned the police to
reporthe’'dseena mystery flying
objectshortly after 11 p.m.on
Wednesday.

He descg'ibed anorangeobject
flyingathigh speed without sound
from easttowestover the Motherwel]

Roadareaof town.

) Duringthelastfortnighlnumerous
sightingsof unidentified flying objects
overHartlepool have been reported.

MECKMONDWIKE REPORTER
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UFO photo show

REMARKABILE UFO photographs will be on show

at the next Interna
Friday July 21.

The seminar w

tional UFO Seminar in Leeds un
I

il be led by Walter Andrus

international director of the world's largest UFQ

study group, Mufon,

who will present a slide

illustrated lecture on the latest controversial “Gulf

Breeze" case from

America.

These simple polaroid shots have been hailed as a

significant step for
UFQO's.

ward in proving the existence of

Using scientific optical analysis, Mr Andrus has
overseen the investigation of these latest findings,
and so far these photographs have not been proven

to be a hoax.

The seminar will take

place next Friday at

Centenary House, North Street, Leeds from 7 pm -

9.30pm and tickets
contacting Mr Phili
UFO network on B

can be booked in advance by
b Mantle from the independent
atley 4449049,
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Myster
hollow

By ALEXANDER
STUDHOLME

ANOTHER mysterious circle has
appeared in a field of wheat — this
time on Lord Carrington’s farm in
the Chilterns above Bledlow.

The bizarre hollow was discovered
last week after a group of five similar
circles appeared near Aylesbury.

No one can explain what causes
the circles — where crops are pressed
down in a uniform swirling pattern,
both clockwise and anti-clockwise.
They are anything up to 100ft in
diameter with crisp, clear-cut edges.

UFO landing pads, strange energy
fields, freak tornadoes and even rum-
bustious hedgehogs are just some of
the theories put forward to explain
this strange phenomenon.

The Bledlow circle was 33ft in diameter
and clockwise in direction. The actual
field was harvested last Friday.

Perplexed farm manager Martin Tho-
mas said: “It’s either a hoax or a type
of whirlwind — they will flatten corn.
But if it was a whirlwind I would expect
it would be turned and a little bit raised
in the middle.

“It’s certainly unusual. One theory
there's been is that it's badgers making
love. All I can say is that they must
have enjoyed themselves.”

Three books have recently been pub-
lished on the subject of the circles.

The British UFO Research Associ-
ation has brought out Controversy Of
The Circles, by Paul Fuller and Jenny
Randles.

BUFORA does not think UFOs are
to blame. Vice-president Lionel Beer
said: “‘We think they may be caused by
an unrecognised meteorological phenom-
enon — like a reversed whirlwind.”

His opinion is shared by Dr Terence
Meaden, author of The Circle Effect
And Its Mysteries.

He said: “Roughly 100 to 150
examples are recorded each year. | would

say that 12 of these have been hoaxes.
“The locations are very far out; the
swirling effect is very difficult to repro-
duce; the corn continues to keep on grow-
ing — all these factors rule out hoaxes.

*I am quite sure they are formed by
a ball of electrified air speeding past.”

Barry Parker of the National Meteor-
ology Office in Bracknell commented:
“The air would have to be completely
static to form perfect circles in this way. |
This seems highly unlikely.” o

Joint-author of the third book, ("ircu-"
lar Evidence, Pat Delgado said: “The
carth forces and atmospheric forces cre-
ating these circles seem to be manipulated
by a higher intelligence.”
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_Cpance to study UFOs in Ossett

NIGHT SCHOOL
= THE FINAL |
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by Adrian Galvin

for UFO enthusiasts gets' off the ground at
Ossett next month when the adult education centre adds

C I aSS g O eS extra activities to its curriculum., -

“The facts or fictions about flying saucers, hovering cigars and
visitors from outer space will come under close scrutiny in the

s O u t Of = “out of this world” coyrse, run by UFO experts at the Storrs Hill

this world’

Expert tuition will be provided by two members of the British UFO
Research Association, Philip Mantle and Andy Roberts, who will give a
range of lectures from UFO cover-ups by world governments to local
sightings over the years.

".Mr Mantle, who is a researcher and

ER OF

investigator of UFOs, says the ten-week
course will give people the chance to make up
their own minds on extra terrestrial phenom-
enon,

“There is no fixed point of view that we are
trying to get across because their are so many

i different opinions on UFOs.

Bizarre -

“Experts in the United States, for example,

more or less agree on the extra terrestrial
hypothesis which states that the phenomenon
exists. in nuts and bolts while in this country
they take a more psychological approach.”
The course requires at least ten people to

: enroll, but organisers_believe that with tradit-

ional local interest in their.favour, things
could take off in a much bigger way.

There have been several UFO sightings in.

Wakefield over the years.. One of the most
bizarre was the alleged landing in Normanton

. of a silver spacecraft.

A mother and children saw the object make
a silent landing and watched as three tall men
wearing helmets and baggy white boiler suits
got out. When the children moved towards
the men they climbed back into the spacecraft
which then rose vertically and shot off
without making a sound.

Scrutiny

This is just one of the strange sightings
which will come under closer scrutiny during
the course.

The course starts on Tuesday September 12
al 7pm and cach period will last two hours.
The cost of the course is £16.

Anyone wishing to enroll should go to the
first of the classes at Ossett School, Storrs Hill
Road, on September 12,

R
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UFO
hovers
over
homes

STRANGE lights in the sky
have convinced two Stubb-
ington people there is life on
other planets.

Miss Adrienne Mable (18) had
just gone to bed on Tuesday night
at about |1 p.m. when she heard
“a horrendous droning sound”.
She could not see anything at first
but then came a flash of light,
which made her think it was a
thunderstorm.

That idea quickly vanished
when she looked outside to find
what she described as a brightly-
coloured object with red, blue,
green, and white flashing lights.

The lights stayed for a minute,
but the thundering sound re-
mained for about ten minutes.

Miss Mable, who lives at Nur-
sery Lane, and works for the In-
land Revenue, described the ob-
ject as long, and semi-circular in
shape. She said the object flew off
but then circled before finally dis-
appearing.

Her boyfriend, Mr. Martin
Bedford (20), of Foster Close,
said he had seen the lights about
five or six times over the past two
months.

First time

“That's what makes me think -
if it had been a charter flight I
would have heard it before. I do
believe there is life on other plan-
2ts. Why should we be the only
ones in the Universe?”

Miss Mable said Tuesday
night’s incident was the first time
she had witnessed anything of
that sort.

“l did not believe my boy-
friend. I thought he was cracking
up. But when I saw those lights, a
funny feeling came over me and |
thought ‘Are we really the only
planet that has got life, or are
there others?’ I think I do believe
in them now."”

If a UFO landed, Mr. Bedford,
a painter and decorator, said he
would jump at the chance of
hitching an inter-galactic ride,
but Miss Mable said: ‘I would be
very frightened. [ definitely
would not go up in it.”

Both added they would be
keeping an eye out in the future
for more close encounters of the
extra-terrestrial kind.

®m A spokesman for Fareham
police said they had received no
reports of alien activity.

BRADEGRD TELEGRAPH + ARGUS WEST Y0RKSHIRE
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Mystery of the flying
‘traffic lights’

FLYING ‘traffic lights’ are the
latest in a string of UFO sight-
ings.

“It is unusual because the object or
its effects were seen by three people
independently,” said Dave Barclay of
Stubbing Way, Shipley, a member of
the West Yorkshire UFO-watchers
organisation Independent UFO Net-
work.

The first report came from a
Horsforth man who has a responsible
position at Leeds-Bradford Airport,

said Mr Barclay. “At 2.45am he saw a
bright object as large as the full moon
cross the sky in about five seconds.
He thought at first it was a plane
about to crash and was about to alert
the emergency services. But it kept
on flying until it was out of view."”

The second report at 2.44am came
from an amateur astronomer who
lives near Bingley.

“He saw the same thing but as he
watched it went through a colour
change from bright greenish white to
a very bright red and then it became

a dark object before it went out of
view. ‘

“It was visible for seve}g sl)ec?:ic}lsg.

t it down to a meteorite bu
L{S.pgut a group of 50 Todmorden
astronomers who were out on the
same night saw nothing at all.

The third report came from a
Baildon woman who woke up at
2.48am to find her bedroom bathed in
an incredible green light. "It changed
from green to brilliant red and made
her lace curtains look as though they
had been dipped in phosphorescent

_But when she looked out of the
\bh!{)r?c(ijow the source of the light had
disappeared,” said Mr Barclay. :

“We have had many UFO reports in
the Bradford area. The Pennines are
undoubtedly a ‘hot spot and many
UFO spotters from the south come up
her to investigate reports .
® The Independent UFO Network 1s
inviting top American UFQ research-
er, nuclear physicist Dr Stanton
Friedman to speak at a seminar in the
Library Theatre, Sheffield in October

28.
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Too close
encounter

I SUPPOSE after a couple of
months of this kind of heat
someone was bound to have an
unexplainable experience some
time.

A chance encounter with a nine-
headed purple goblin at a bus stop
would have been more than enough to
satisfy the tabloids, even if the claim
came from someone who had spent the
day legless in the pub.

But this year's happening seems
more than enigma fans could possibly
hope for. A dazzling light-show wit-
nessed by thousands of completely so-
ber people across London .. search-
beam lights whizzing around one an-
other for up to 20 minutes a la Close
Encounters.

One last plug for the Batman film?

I

An unavoidable side-effect from an at-
tempt on the world communal acid-trip
record?

That nobody has come up with a
convincing answer makes the affair all
the more remarkable, This time the
odds are definitely stacked against
some Government boffin instantly dis-
missing the whole thing as a hoax. Too
many people saw it and in too many
places.

So have the green people finally
taken it upon themselves to come to
warn us earthlings about the dangers
of spraying aerosols and eating Big
Macs?

We may just be in for a straight-for-
ward Martian invasion instead. Let's
hope not. Any whiff of alien intrusion

on British soil and we'll be landed with

another four years of Maggie.
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'‘Aliens’ |
landing |
sighted |

Report by Nick Ames

TWO TEENAGERS
believe they may
have witnessed the
landing of a flying
saucer in a field
outside Margate.

Wilfred Gomez, and
Simon Millington were
driving along deserted
Nash Road late at night
when they saw a
"spiralling vortex of
flashing light" descend
and then disappear.

discovered a 60ft circle of
flattened corn in the
middle of the field, with a
smaller circle nearby.

The shocked pair left
hurriedly - but Mr. Gomez
returned in daylight with
an Adscene news team.

The perfectly-formed
circles were still there, the
undamaged cdmn stalks
swirled in an anti-
clockwise direction,

Mr. Gomez said: “The
circles provide proof

The circles have been
reported all across south-
west England, but these

AuGe 25 \4989

They have been linked to
UFO sightings, but other
explanations for their

RAF Manston to see if
they had noticed anything
unusual,

looking at the screen at
that time in the moming.
In any case, most radar

something was there.”

Mr. Gomez, 19, a student [

rom Whitness Green,
lngsgate, sdid: “We were
bout a third of a mile
way when we saw what
ooked like an upturned
atellite TV dish, with lots
f flashing lights.

“It was making a noise
‘hich T cannot really
escribe.

“It appeared to brush the
round - then the lights
inked out.

“It  was

ibelievable.

“Simon and I were
turning from work, we
dn't been drinking and
ith of us were wide
rake listening to the |
o

Vhen they went to
vestigale, the tecnagers

absolutely

\8

 BRADFORD physicist

are the first sightings in formation include spiral An RAF spokesman concentrates on the high
ent. The circles are winds, freak weather, said: “We do not keep level traffic, and low level

usually formed at night running rabbits and even tapes and nobody would be  $¢ans are not done on a

and until now no rutling deer. routine basis."”

eyewitness accounts of  Agscene contacted the [

their formation exist. radar operators alt nearby {

WILTSHIRE TIMES TROWGBRIDGE
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Eyewitness
account of

corn circle
being formed

Dr Terence
Meaden has found an eye-witness to back
up his theory that the mysterious flattened
circles which appear in Wiltshire fields
each summer are caused by Vortices.

Mr Ray Barnes saw a circle being formed in a field
at Bere’'s Mere Farm near Wellhead Drove in
Westbury.

Mr Barnes wrote to Dr Meaden in January, but
the account of his sighting of the formation of acircle
has only just been published, along with Dr Meaden’s
comments, in the monthly Journal of Meteorology.

Mr Barnes, who was walking his dogs along
Wellhead Drove in July 1982 when he saw the circle

formed. A ‘wave’ at first appeared to run through the
standing crop, which was either winter barley or oats,
and formed a line which then went round in a circle.

Mr Barnes says he clearly heard the corn hiss and
rustle as it fell into a circle of about 150 feet in
diameter.

Dr Meaden, who has fought to prove his vortex
theory against opponents who believe the circles are
caused bv unnatural forces — some peonle even claim
UFOs may be responsible — says the sighting proves
maeorologically that the vortex effect works.

He claims that the unusual topography around
Westbury and along the line of the Plain escarpment
is responsible for the vortex effect, as it combines a
scarp, a concave hillside and a valley below.
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flying objects

above, filmed

'

LOOKING UP: The mystery flying objects, top, that video enthusiast Anthony Jenkins

By SANDRA HEMBERY

proof taped

he’s

iIms

deo buff

V
cla

list hopes to baffle scientists

<RICAY nove

A BILLE

when

g across the

was dumbfounded

bjects fleetin

— L
w =
o

Be 8
2
> @
72 e
[ -
b =
— =
.I\\H
-
S —
o =
™
88 o
roe!

Qi 2,
©C w
O/.
=

0, 5
P~
ol
- =
=t T
>

-

]

comet-like

spotted strange
ght sky.

he
ni

got UFO

he rushed for his video

A keen amateur video-maker,
camera at his Billericay home to capture the quick-moving

objects. Now he has taken his “proof’ to a top UFO

investigation team.

NEXT

CON'T PaGT,

\]




VIDES BUFF coNT
Anthony said: “Before this happened I did not réal]y

believe in UFO sightings.

“It was one o’clock in the mornin i
: : ) g and I was sayin
gogdbye to a re_alatlye of mine. There were things ﬂzing
ac_r.?ssf_thetr sky with hghﬁs shooting all over the place.
_hirst saw something with a tail. You c
forgiven for thinking it was a comet.” R

Romantic novelist Anth-
ony described the craft as
domed on top and under-
neath with a disk running
around the edge — like
Saturn.

He stood for more than three-
quarters of an hour, camera
poised, watching the objects
‘dance’ around.

Wife Teresa, 33, had earlier
seen the strange objects but
had been too embarrassed to
say.

Now Anthony, 36, has contact-
ed the East Anglian UFO So-
ciety to investigate the incident.

A spokesman for the society
said they had heard of several
sightings locally of strange ob-
jects and would investigate
every call.

She said: “We will certainly
look into it. If people say they
have got evidence, especially
on video it has got to be
looked into.”

A society member was to
| visit Mr Jenkins home to collect
i the video for examination.

SoUTHEND EVENING
ECHD - ESSEX

SEP 4 \189

UFO seen length
-of Essex coast

A HOVERING dome flashing
out red, white and green lights
was reported the length of the
Essex coast in the early hours
of Wednesday.

Mr Ron West, chairman of
East  Anglia UFO Research
Group, said two men going
home from work saw the lights
50m over Clacton air strip.

I'hey watched a circular ob-
ject about 30m across for two
minutes before it hummed off
towards Jaywick.

Minutes later a woman In
Wivenhoe saw it, then two men
in London Road, Leigh, watched
it go out towards Kent and a
woman driving along Southgnd
seafront said the shock of seeing
it forced her into an emergency
stop. ?

Mr West wants anyone else
who saw it to call the UFO
hotline 0268 286079.

YoRK SH\RE
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VYar\

Sef-1- \a8q

Riddle . .
of UFO

stumps
couple

A YORK couple said they
were baffled today after
seeing a large, bright
‘‘cigar-shaped’’ object
hovering over the city’s
racecourse last night.

Mr Eric Fairburn and his wife
Cathleen were watching tele-
vision in their lounge over-
looking the Knavesmire at
around 8.30 when a large
bright light in the sky caught
their attention.

“My wife saw this funny light
in the sky and at first I thought
it was the gas jet from a hot-air
balloon because we see a lot of
them go over.

Flashing

“After studying it, I saw the
light flashing on and off, simi-
lar to a beacon on a police car.

“And when I looked at it
through my race glasses it was
8o bright it seemed to be giving
off little stars and it made the
proper shape of it fuzzy.”

Mr Fairburn said the object
hovered for about two minutes,
then the flashing lights became
faster and it whizzed at an in-
credible speed across the sky.

RAF Linton on Ouse,
Leeming and Church Fenton all
confirmed there were no mili-
tary aircraft in the area at that
time last night.

A spokesman for York police
said they had received no other
reports of the sighting.

20

A\RE VALLEY
TARGET
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Mystery

“object
in sky

AT least 15 people have
come forward to say that
they saw something unusual
in the sky over the Aire
Valley last month — but the
object remains a mystery.

The UFO Independent
Network asked Aire Valley
Target - readers to get in
touch after an official work-
ing at Yeadon Airport saw a
“brilliant body™ the size of a
moon in the sky moving
over Bradford on July 15.

And now Mr David
Barclay, from Network,
says at least 15 people scem
to have seen it. including an
amateur astronomer living
near Bingley.

He says reports seem to
indicate that something has
been going on in the sky
since April and Network is
investigating the phenom-
ena.

PoRTS MoUTy) WEWS
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An alien
signal?

@ WHILE travelling to work
this morning | beheld a
strange phenomenon. Ap-
proaching the southern roun-
dabout at Waterlooville | saw
coming towards me. approxi-
mately “ 18 inches from the
ground, a small winking
orange light. At the last min-
ute. the ball of light turned off
1o my right and disappeared
down the hill.

was it a UFO. a meteorite,
or even a will-o-the-wisp? |
pondered over whether or not
to report this sighting but who
would believe me without cor-
roboration?

Talking to acquaintances.
some have occasionally seen
this mirage but it is very
rarely observed - even more
rarely at roundabouts! - M. J.
Petty, Crestland Close. Cow-
plain.

KEIGHLEY NEWS, YORKS

A \8

S g

Missing link in
UFO sightings

~Reports of bright lights whiz-

zing about the night sky in
recent wecks are baffling ex-
perts who believe other UFO
sightings in Keighley could be
going unreported.

Over the last five weeks there
have been 22 reports of uniden-
tified flying objects in the area
between Silsden moors and
Bradford. Usually the Indepen-
dent UFO Network only re-
ceives two or three scattered
reports each month.

The network's experts who
are researching the sightings
cannot explain what the objects
are, but chairman Philip
Mantle says it would be wild
speculation to call them extra-
terrestrial at this stage.

Initially they were thought to
be sightings of the August
Perieis meteor shower, but
astronomers confirmed that
has not yet started.

People have seen very large
moving bright lights during the
night and staff at Leeds-
Bradford airport have also
reported sightings, which indi-
cates the lights are not from
civil aircraft in the area, he
says.

“We have been expecting
reports of sightings from
Keighley. It would fit in the
pattern, but nonc have bcen
made,” says Mr Mantle.

Anyone wishing to report a
UFO sighting can telephone
the network on (0924) 444094.




