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1J3euever says UFOs no flying 
fan~y 

By RUT H SHEE HAN 
Ra leigh Bureau 

LINCOLNTON - Some peo· 
pie believe llrnt Pres ident 
Harry Truman made a pact 
with an alien nation in the 
e<1rly 1950s that allowed crea­
tures from outer space to set 
up shop beneath the Arizona 
desert. 

Not George Fawcett. 
Fawcett, an advertising 

ales representative for Park 
i ewspapers ancl executive di­
rector or the N.C. Mutual UFO 
Network Inc., says he's seen 
no evidence to convince him 
that such a pact - or commu­
nity for that matter - exists. 

" Now, some people believe. 

the re's a whole rlCltion or 
humanoids li ving underneath 
the Arizona de sert. but I don't 
believe it. 

" Never have ," said the 60-
ycar-olcl Lincolnton man . who 
has been monitoring UFO ac­
tivitv in No rth Carolina and 
else,vnere for nearly 45 years. 

.For Fa wcett, such spurious 
repo rts only degrade what for 
him has been a serious pursuit 
that began on Dec. 18, 1944. 

On that day , the young 
Fawcett read a news item 
a bout " shiny silver balls in the 
ski." It changed his life. 

Since then, in his spare 
time, the former journalist 
<rn d restaurateur has filled 35 
filing cabinets with 30,000 to 

40.000 reports of confirmed 
sit ings. 

He llCls se t up Mutual UFO 
Netwo rk chapters in several 
s tates . most recently in North 
Ca rolina, where approximate­
ly 200 members joined him in 

- ·incorporating th'e group as an 
offic ial non-profit organization 
last month . 

"We want to pool our time , 
talent, money and other re­
sources to continue what 
\\'e've been doing inrormally 
fo r about 20 yea rs," Fawcett 
said . Among their rirst actions 
"· a~ to ele ct eigh t officers -
11·ith Fawcett at the helm -
and to establish an in vestiga ­
tive arm. called the Greater 
Charlotte MUFON Investiga­
tive Team . 

The investigative unit, with 
Charlotte's George Lund in 
charge , trains members how to 
check and verify or discredit 
sitings. 

Using films , manuals and 
lectures , leaders of the unit 
teach members what to look 
for in the reports , such as de­
scri ptions of land markings, 
seve re animal re actions . 
so unds similar to a swarm of 
bees and odors like ammonia, 
sulphur or burnt electrical 
wire . Thev also counsel on the 
finer poir~ts or determining a 
,,·itncss· crc clibility: photos or 
t<1pe recordings arc helpful , 
Fawcett sai d . · 

Fa wce tt said the te am will 

likely be asked to look into 
Q10re than 100 sitings this year , 
although he said only 20 to 30 
1)ercent or those will be deemed 
rea l. The rest can be written off 
as electrical towers, shooting 
stars. meteors and so on . he 
said . "But there 's that extra 25 
percent that can not be explain­
ed away, eve n the government 
admits that." 

Fawcett said MUFON investi­
gators in this state receive help 
from the Federal Aviation Ad­
ministration . Douglas radetr 
tower. \ocCtl polic e. the 
Morehead Planeta ri um in Chap­
e l Hill etnd the Schiele muse um 
in his territory. 

"They don 't say ·are UFO 's 
real anymore ?' they say ·what 
arc UFO's doing these days ?'" 
Fawcett said, citing a national 
poll that found 50 percent of 
Americans believe, 25 percent 
arc skeptical and 25 percent 
discredit the claims. 

Fawcett said that while 
" there's enough UFOs for every­
body, " he doesn 't believe it's 
necessary to see one to have 
f'aith in their existence . He said 
most. investigators hetve not ac­
tually seen a UFO . 

" ln thnt respect. my experi­
ence is unusual ," he said . 

" I saw one years ago above 
Lvnchburcr College - it was 
10: 15 am .~ July 10 - It looked 
like ;rn orange," he said. de­
scribing the 4 1/2-minute encoun-
ter. 

While Fawce tt is con vi need 
the objects and t heir inhabi­
tnnts may pose a threat to the 
nation 's security and human 
surviva l. his next project. pro­
posed construction of a .UFO 
museum in North Ca rolrna . cap-
1t<1li 7.eS on th e m "!think it 
'''o tild be a great touri st attra c­
tion . North Caro lina is f'irst in 
fli ght. why not rirst in UFOs"" I 
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UFO sighting claims 
BRUSSELS, Belgium - The 

air force and police are investi­
gating numerous UFO sightings 
near the borde~n­
erlands and West Germanv, of-
ficia ls said Frida\·. · 

Since :\ov. 29_- dozens of peo­
ple and police officials in the 
northeastern Liege province 
said thev've seen luminous ob­
jects in· the sky. \\ith some of 
them describing a flying plat · 
form sca nning the surface \1ith 
three huge search lights. while 
others talk of dancing lights 

During the same· pe-riod. air 
traffic controllers "found radar 
blips on the screens that could 
no.t be immediately explained." 
said Defense Ministry spokes­
man Col. ~Iichel Mandel. 

Olympian news services 
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When alien critters come calling 
Sometimes it's for a vacation, a pitstop, or just passing 

DAVID STAPLES 
Journal Staff Writer 

Edmonton 
When he was a teenager, John 

Musgrave dreamed he was taken 
up into a spacecraft by aliens. 

"My hunch is that over the years, some of the UFO 
reports have been extraterrestrials, but that is a · 
hypothesis yet to be proved." 

through 

- UFO researcher John Musgraye . 

Or, at least, he thinks it was a 
dream - one prominent .llFO re­
searcher has told Musgrave that he 
was._actually abducted. 

"He seems to think that I was an 
abductee, but I don't think so," 
Musgrave says. "I say that what I 
had was this incredibly intense, 
lucid dream." 

Musgrave, 47, an administrator 
at the Alberta Vocational Centre 
in Slave Lake, is Northern Alber­
ta's top UFO researcher. At home, 
he has eight, four-door filing cab­
inets full of UFO information. 

He says most UFO sightings are 
misinterpretations of natural phe­
nomena. The UFOs are only things 
like planets and weather balloons. 

Other UFOs are physical phe­
nomenon which we have yet to 
recognize, he says. 

And the rest? "My hunch is that 
over the years some of the UFO 
reports have been extraterrestri­
als, but that is a hypothesis yet to 
pe._oroved." 1 · 
. . .,.,- ---- --

The latest rage in UFO lore are 
occupant cases. where a person be­
lieves he sees actual aliens, or 
"critters," as Musgrave calls them. 
Musgrave breaks these stories into 
categories: 

e FLY-BYS: UFOs reported to 
fly by with some sort of window or 
porthole in their saucer. 

e PITSTOPS: Critters come 
out of their ship to do repair work, 
such as filling up on water from a 
lake. 

e VACATIONERS: Critters 
come out to pick a flower, then go 
back to the ship. 

• VOYEURS: These critters 
hover over a single person or a 
group of people, momentarily par­
alyzing everybody, then examining 
them. 

Recently, Musgrave says a We­
taskiwin man looked out his win­
dow and saw a blue light hovering 
by his neighbor's window. 

The blue light took off Shortly 

Police investigating UFO sightings 
BRUSSELS, Belgium -The air force and police 

are investigating numerous UFO sightings near the 
border with the Netherlahds and West Germany, 
officials said Friday. 

Since Nov. 29, dozens of people and police offi­
cials in the northeastern Liege province said 
they've seen luminous objects in the sky, with some 
of them describing a flying platform scanning the 
surface with three huge searchlights, while others 
talk of dancing lights. 

During the same period, air traffic controllers 
"found radar blips on the screens that could not be 
immediately explained," said Defense Ministry 
spokesman Col. Michel Mandel. 

At the time of the sightings there were no autho-
rized low-level flights in the region. · 

"We are looking for a rational explanation," he/ 
sa~ ~ 

---
\ 

thereafl.er, the man saw (ri'~ neign­
bor run outside, look around, then 
go back in. 

The neighbor later reported 
that he had felt paralysed, and saw 
two al iens hovering over him and 
his wife in what appeared to be 
spacesuits. When they saw that he 
had awaken, a hiss sounded, and 
they disappeared. When the man 
returned to the house all.er check­
ing his yard, his wife reported she 
had experienced the same thing. 

e ABDUCTIONS: While Mus­
grave doesn't believe he was actu­
ally abducted as a teenager, many 
North Americans have reported 
that they've been taken up into 
spaceships. 

Musgrave says the abduction 
phenomenon has been around for 
centuries. "I think of it as being a 
common experience. It seems to 
cross beyond historical times and 
different cultures and different val­
ue systems." 

In early times, abductees be­
lieved that angels and gods 
abducted them. 

During the Renaissance, 
abductees said they had been tak­
en away to the fairy world, or 
abducted by witches. 

All.er their abduction, these peo­
ple oil.en ended up in ·a similar 
state as many modern day UFO 
abductees: semi-conscious, naked 
in a field , doused with a smelly 
ointment. 

An article in Skeptical Inquirer 
magazine says that abductees be­
long to a small percentage of the 
population, known as somnambu­
lists, who are creative but have a 
hard time telling the difference be­
tween thei r night-time dreams and 
reality. 

Musgrave says if abductees have 
good mental health, their 
abduction is a happy experience. 
But if they are troubled, they can 
end up as powerless lab specimens 
during the abduction. 

Sometimes, the aliens tell 
abductees that they have been 
chosen to be leaders, and must 
speak out on eth ics. 

Musgrave says we blame abduc­
tions on al iens because we are a 
f .-~,.., : .. ~ ... r· l n rr : .-. ..... 1 c-n nl n f V / 
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I 'I saw a UFO fly past' 
Julie Goddard WOM,t\N•s ~w N_, LoN c~N ~av· 20 \~sg 

didn't believe in life on other planets, and certai'!IY not in lif!le _ 
green men. But one day she saw a very- strange hght on Sahsbury Plain . 

T
here we were , in an 
ancient part of England , 
stand ing in a field , gazing 
up ~t someth ing very 
strange and dazzl ing . It 
was like being in a time 

warp . For a few moments it was 
as if two separate time dimensions 
had overlapped. I and about 20 
other mothers and ch ildren just 
stood there with our mouths open 
watch ing while a strange phantom 
circle bowled silently past our 
14th-C,entury church . To th is day, I 
cou ldn t say what it was . A ll I can 
say, is that it was someth ing 
unidentifiable , and it was flying . So 
I suppose it was a UFO . 

Up until then , I'd never even 

thought about the possibility of life 
on other planets and certainly not 
human life. I was very much a 
bel iever in Patrick Moore's 
theories , as I used to watch The 
Sky At Night. He maintained that 
human life was an unusual dev­
elopment, un ique to Earth, and 
cou ldn 't be found on any other 
planet. I thought that perhaps 
plants or animals could exist on 
other planets, but that was about it. 
I certainly had no ideas about little 
green men and have never even 
been fa intly interested in science 
fiction films or books . In most 
ways , I was a total non-bel iever in 
unearthly goings on . 

I didn't bel ieve, even thoui:ih I 

was living very near Sal isbury 
Plain an area we ll known for 
strange sightings of things in .the 
sky. In fact , anyone who has v1 s1ted 
Wiltshire knows it 's a place full of 
mystery. Stonehenge dominates 
the area, refusing to give up any of 

'Suddenly 
it disappeared 
into the clouds' 

its supposed secrets. And every 
summer I was used to hearing 
about mystery circles appearing in 
the corn , baffl ing farmers. The 

most unusual circle appeared, like 
clockwork, every year , directly 
below the massive white horse 
that is etched on the chalk hillside 
near Westbury . 

In many ways , Wiltsh ire could 
strike one as an eerie place . But I 
was never bothered . I did read 
about sightings in the paper occa­
sionally , but thought noth ing of 
them . A UFO society had been set 
up in the area, but I was so scepti­
cal , that I always thought they 
spotted things because they had 
nothing better to do! 

But all my views and bel iefs 
were complete ly overturned the 
morn ing I saw someth ing inexpl ic­
able fly past my very own eyes 

- in broad daylight. That morning 
I had decided to walk my two 
children , aged seven and eight, 
the short distance to school. I 
didn't have to take them , but it was 
a lovely day, and I always en joyed 
chatting to the other mothers in 
the school yard . The sky was clear 
blue and there was a sl ight nip in 
the air, wh ich made us glad we 
had our warm coats on . We closed 
the back garden gate, crossed the 
road, and went into the school field 
through another wooden gate . 

As we sk irted the field , avoiding 
the football pitch , I was aware that 
a small group of pa rents and ch il ­
dren were stand ing st ill, looking 
up . Some of them were pointing . 
Soon we were stand ing next to 
them. " What's going on? " I asked . 
" Look! " someone said, and we all 
looked towards the sky . There, 
moving from the Westbury direc• 
tion , was a large circle . 

The village of Steeple Ashton , 
where we were living , li es in a very 
flat area at the foot of the steeply 
rising escarpment of Sa lisbury 
Plain, so the sky is very open and 
you can see for miles around with­
out anyth ing obstructing your 
vision . What we saw was in clear 
v iew. And it was extraord inary. 
. I can only describe it as looking 
like a band of transparent plastic . It 
had grey edges and the ends were 
fastened together , making it look· 
li ke a hoop . It seemed to me to go 
over and over like a hula hoop 
roll ing along-and the th ickness of 

11 wasn 't all the same . It made 
absolutely no noise at al l, no buz­
zing like an aircraf t. I' d never seen 
anyth ing like it before . All I can 
remember is that it seemed to 
bowl along in front of our eyes, 
and then , sudden ly, it disappeared 
into a bank of clouds towards the 

sou th east. It was hard to judge 
how far away it was , how big it 
was . or what substance it .was 
made of. It didn 't look very sol id-I 
cou ldn 't imagine it being full of 
inter-planetary invaders or little 
green men . But it was unearthly . 

After it passed , we all 1ust stood 
still. I can't remember if anyone 
had said anyth ing during or after 
the sighting . We were all too flab­
bergasted to speak, I suppose . 
But when it had gone , the school's 
headmaster, Michael Green , who 
was with us, simply said, " Come 
on then , it' s school time," and we 
all followed him along the path 
towards the schoo l. But we all kept 
looking at each other, wondering if 
we really had seen the fly ing 
object. It was strange to carry on 
as if nothing had happened , but 
what else was there to do? 

One of the mothers with us was 
a local reporter, and she went off 

to ring the local paper immedi­
ate ly, so the newspaper rang the 
headmaster for his comments . 
Then , some television peop le 
came round and interv iewed local 
people . The UFO society also 
came to the school and asked 
peop le to draw what they had 
seen , but it was very hard to put it 
down on paper . 

When I went home afterwards, I 
just did the washing and continued 
li fe as usual. I did tell my husband 
when he got home that evening , 
but he 's a very matter-of-fact , 
down-to-earth sort of man. and he 
just sa id , " Oh. When 's dinner, 
then? " To th is day I haven't been 
able to convince him that we saw 
someth ing strange . He th inks we 
saw a big smoke ring blown over 
from the nearby cement works . 
Bu t it would have been the equ iva­
lent of a hurricane blowing for a 
smoke ring to have travelled as 
fast as the th ing we saw. 

I've told this story to peop le 
many times, and sometimes te ll 
the ch ildren I look after at the local 
schoo l. People are always fascin­
ated to hear about it. But even 
though it 's a story I tel l others , 
about someth ing I saw with my 
own eyes. I st il l don 't rea lly be lieve 
there are litt le creatures living in 
outer space travell ing around in 
flying saucers . But I did see some­
th ing very unusual-and it was a 
UFO. I saw something odd , some­
thing that can't be explained . 
That 's how I'd sum it up. • 
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' ' = More ThDn 25 SUPPOrt Groups· 
the U.S. lof.'/UFO Kit/nap .· Victims! 

So. inany people claim they were kidnapped by ~ 
that they now have their own support groups! 

. Astonishingly, 27 groups are spread across America to 
help alien abduction victims cope with their emotional 
anguish, say experts. 1 · th , b th h · d 

"These P 1 ha b d c aim .. ey ve een roug mm -
eop e ve no 0 Y boggling ordeals 

else who understands,'' said Ai· . .' . . 
leen Edwards, a UFO investiga- Rich Hale, 33, is a typical mem­
tor who runs a support group in ber of the Seattle support group. 
the Seattle Wash. area. "Their He says he was abducted one 
spouses and relativ'es would have night in 1977 after. his car went 
I them locked up in a mental hospi- dead on a ?eserted road in 
ta1 for talking about their abduc- eastern Washington. 

1\tion experiences." "Three beings - all in white 
Admitted Dr. Jean Mundy, a and six feet tall - came to the 

New York City psychologist who door of my car and ~aid, 'Follow 
works with victims of alien kid~ me,' "he recalled under hypnosis. 
nappings: 1'Before I met these "We walked into an aircraft 
people, I thought I would be and the next thing I knew, I was 
working with people emotionally lying on a table without any 
and mentally deficient. But clothes on. 
they're not. They're just like you "It was dark in the room. I 
md me.'' made out the hand, arm and face 

Well . .. not quite. They all of a human. He was tall and mus-

cular, and had dark hair, a beard she recalled an alien was in the 
and hairy arms. kitchen with seven little aliens. 

"While I was looking at him, They took her outside onboard a 
all of a sudden his face changed craft and examined her." 
to that of a wolf. I couldn't be- A member of one group said, 
lieve what I was seeing. A voice "A woman in Virginia has been 
behind me said, 'Don't be afraid. abducted hundreds of times and 
He won't hurt you.' the aliens came to her house 45 

"The wolf man let me go from times. 
the table and we went to a bigger "A woman in North Carolina 
craft. I could see beings walking was part of a mass abduction. She 
down corridors. Their bodies saw at least a hundred other hu­
looked human, but I couldn't see mans - some neighbors." 
their faces." The next thing Hale And one woman complained to 
remembers is driving his car a friend, "I wouldn't mind if the 
once again - then arriving at his aliens came to the front door and 
destination hours late and being said, 'Hey, could we?' But I hate 
unable to explain the lost time. this sneaking into the house and 

A member of a Washington, making me do things!" . 
D.C., group who had a similar ex- Said Dr. Mundy, "Society's atti­
perience said he's also seen tude that the aliens don't exist 
aliens in his home - and they contributes to the trauma. It's 
even abducted a woman who was bad enough to have a traumatic 
staying at his house with her boy- experience, but then to have 
friend while the homeowner was_ everybody laugh at you makes it 

' away. 
The woman woke up feeling 

like she'd had a good night's 
sleep and didn't realize anything 
.was wrong until her angry boy­
friend demanded to know where 
she had been all night. 

She later told the homeowner, 
"I got up and went downstairs to . 
check the front door - and that's I 
the last thing I remember." 

The homeowner added : 
"Month~ ~ater, under hypnosis, 

twice · as bad." 
And that's why the alien ab· 

ductees have formed support 
groups. "The group helps me," 1

1 said one member. "I get to talk to 
people who don't think I'm crazy. I' 
It changed my life.'' , 

- CATHERIHE HAZA.RP 
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l:JFO! 
Criswell Road Family S.ees Bright Lights, 
Mushroom-Shaped Obiect Hovering in Sky 

By MARIA KLINE 
Eagle Staff Reporter 

They're here. 
Or, at least, they may have been here. 
For some Butler Township residents Thursday 

night may have seemed like something right out of 
the movies. 

A bright light adorned a mushroom-shaped object 
that hovered in a field behind the Criswell Road home 
of Jim and Debbie Hahn between 9 and 10 p.m., 
Thursday night, Mrs. Hahn said. 

As she and a friend sat on the back porch, they 
also say two smaller objects with red lights fly from 
the main object, Mrs. Hahn said. After a short time, 
all three objects "shot off to the left," she said. 

And the Hahn's were not alone in their sighting. 
Unexplained lights were also reported seen in 

Cambria and Westmoreland counties between 9:30 
and 10:15 p.m., said Stan Gordon, director of the UFO 
hotline and the Pennsylvania Association for the Sci­
entifically Unexplained, in Greensburg. 

Mrs. Hahn said she doesn 't believe what they saw 
was a helicopter. "It sat there 10 minutes," she said . 
"We didn't hear anything." 

About an hour la ter, when her husband returned 
from a trip to the store, he also saw the object, Mrs. 
Hahn said, but at a slightly different location in the 
field. · 

"We get numerous reports all the time but usually 

they're misidentifications of natural objects," Gordon 
said. "But in this case, all reports said they saw a 
bright illuminated object which moved back and 
forth and up and down," he said. 

Unindentified flying objects are not unusual in 
ButlefCounty:"'Tllelast reported incident occurred 
near Route 422 near Fenelton in December 1986, 
according to Butler Eagle files, and many other 
sightings are documented in the paper. 

The Hahns also spotted military-type jets circling 
the area within a half-hour of the sighting, even 
though the couple had informed no one except a fami­
ly friend, she said. 

· - "Cbinci'dentally," Gordon said, jets are usually 
seen after a sighting even when there is no normal 
military action in the area." 

Since 1969, Gordon said the military has not been 
involved in UFO research on the public level. "But 
there's no doubt that the government continues to 
investigate UFOs on a high level of security with 
specialized units responding," Gordon said. 

PASU is a volunteer, state-wide organization 
made up of research specialists and former military 
personnel as a scientific clearinghouse for incidents 
of unexplained phenomena, Gordon said. 

Gordon asks that any other people who may have 
seen the UFOs to contact the PASU so the phenome­
non can be further studied. The address is 6 Oakhill 
Ave., Greensburg 15601. 

\o R<QLlA~ i'1t.RA l.O 8<~~5SS 
N°'l bl \q B9 

l SAW a UFO in hroa d daylight at 
7.50am on Sa turday . I was driving 
dow n Tor4u ay ·s Tcignrnout h Road 
at Ma ide ncomhe Hill when an in­
tl' nso: glow appea red throug h the 
trcesfrom thesea . '.'1·. ::,. 

A t the bottom l was l·n nfron ted by 
an object hO\' t'ring about 200ft abow 
the wa te r. 50 yards fro m the beach. 
The surface was calm and then: \\ert' 
no ~ h ips . 

I go t out of my car and stood in the 
road intending to flag down the ne xt 
mo toriq as a witness . It w :is like a [3 

sci-fi film . nobody ca111 e. 

Aftc' r three or four minutl·~ I hur­
ridly drove a quarter of a 111ik inland 
to the farm house opposi te my co t­
tage . I asked the farm er's wi fe to 
look out of her t11p window l:iu t the 
l:iuildi ng was ton low . l kr husband 
bringing in the rnw, , >hook his head . 

ten min utes latn l wa, in th L' of­
fice . T he sky at ,\l;iidenrnmbt' had 
hce n empty when l rc-pas~l'd . I told 
the news editor tha t when people 
reported th L' UFO to hl'lievc them 
beca use I had ~e,·n it . too . 

s 

It was cylindr ira l shaped like a 
huge flo rescent tu he. possibly 100 or 
more ft acros~ . It s pul sa ting red 
colour was more vivid than anvthing 
l ha\'e c1·e r seen . It 1 as incrcdibl)• 
ti right. 

The sighting has yet to be cor­
rohnra ted . l cannot hclicve there 
was nobody about in !\ laide ncombc 
at the time . If anvhoclv ebe was 
watching please co~tlcl ti1ey le t me 
know. 

It was there - I saw it. 
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:.:strong evidence of UFOs 
Such drivel to come forth 

···from a frequent writer for The 
Leader-Post as in Don Curren's 

. column on Oct. 28. 
So he doesn 't believe in UFOs. 

In fact, he even makes fun of 
anyone who does - like the peo­
ple of Langenburg. Well , I have 
news for him. 

I'm sticking my neck out and 
saying I do believe in UFOs. I'm 
positive I saw one in the sky 13 
years ago in late July at about 
10 :30 p.m. I was in bed and look­
ing out the window before fall­
ing asleep. 

It was still fairly light out, and 
I often saw planes flying to­
wards Winnipeg and east. They 
just show as flashing green and 
red lights, but this thing, high in 
the sky, was a perfect oval with 
a reddish-orange glow. 

I was so startled that I 
jumped out of bed and rushed to 
the window, but failed to see it 
again. I later wished I'd dashed 
outside instead. 

It was a while then before I 
fell asleep for I thought of expe­
riences some of our friends had. 

Some 20 years : ago, my late 
husband and I listened to a tale 
told by friends - from Estuary. 
These people were driving home 
from Leader after shopping 
when something flew down over 
them and landed on the grid 
road ahead. . 

It is 12 milesJrom' Leader to 1 

the Estuary -corner .'1 Our friend 
said he drove as fast as he could 
to get a better look at it, but 
when they were within· a couple 
r>f ~iles, it lifted ·orr goihg north-

...,· 

east towards Empress. 
He said he saw the same thing 

two days later flying over the 
Estuary marsh . 

My husband said, "Were you 
not scared?" 

He replied , "No, I never 
thought of being scared. I never 
believed in UFOs before, but I 
know what I saw." 

In addition , I know of some la­
dies from Weyburn who can tell 
you stories of their experience 
with UFOs. 
w~...£etting_ _ _wan;:iing signs 

that we are in the end-times. We 
·are in a crucial transition peri­
od from the Pisceari to Aquart­
an ages and UFO aliens are 
helping earthlings prepare for 
this transition. 

Pray for our universe. 
IVA DOREY 

Weyburn 

Sou.\\-\ E~D t\IE"lJ \to( G € c \iO - E. ss (;'X 
cc:\ 31 1q9q 

The ~overing 
' 

light that 
wasn't a star 

A BRIGHTLY-coloured 
UFO hovering over South­
end Pier has been seen 
by a family living on the 
seafront. 

Miss Barbara Gay and her 
parents Ernie and Anne 
Fisher spotted the strange 
shape hovering opposite their 
Eastern Esplanade home on 
Wednesday evening about 
6.45pm. 

Barbara, 32, has never seen 
a UFO before and protests 
vehemently: "I'm not a crank. 

"But I can't believe what 
we saw and I want to know 
if other people have had 
similar experiences." 

It was her mother who 
first spotted the UFO in an 
area which experts say is a 
corridor for visitors from 
other worlds. 

Barbara said: "She said: 
'Look at that,' and I said: .: 

'That's a big star'. 
"Then we got the binocu­

lars out and we all looked 
and agreed it wasn't a star. 
We held the glasses close to 
the patio doors and saw it 
change its shape and colour. 

" It was a brilliant white 
in a diamond shape, then it 
changed to an arrow, then 
it looked like a spider's web 
which was like a kaleidoscope 
of colours." 

The bizarre object floated 
for about an hour, in the 
same position to the right 
of the Pier, before flying off 
towards London. 

Barbara added: "We've nev­
er seen anything like it before 
and we've lived on the sea 
front for 10 years." 

She said the experience 
took their breath away and 
the light from it was so 
brilliant it could not have 
been a plane. 

' :1 · - ..... 

STRANGE uihts in the sky·;c Sr.ptember 4 saw similar At around the same time 
from a mysterious airborne ... red, white and green lights a Southend woman saw a 
craft have been puzzling ·: in· the .sky, circling and big circle of white moving 

It had green, red and 
white lights and eventually 
descended beyond the hor­
izon. people in South East Essex. · flashing." , .. . . across the sky. 

East AngliariUFO Associ- ,· He . thought . the lights - . A· few minutes later Mr 
atlon chairman Ron West .. were abotit 2,000 ft up. Barton from Southend saw 
said he had received a · ·After two or three minutes an object hovering over 
number of calls after a ' they moved towards Burn- the airport. He described 
report last week of.a dome- . iuun. ' - · it as huge, with red, white 
shaped flying · object with .•.. At 12.15am the next "day and greed flashing lights. 
red, green and white lights. Mr Bob Hoskins from Bill- It moved on in the direction 
It was seen hovering in:, ericay . saw a long, rec- of Basildon. 
the sky between· Clacton tangular object shoot And again near midnight 
and Leigh in the early across the sky and stop. Mr and Mrs Robinson from 
hours of September 6. · It had white· lights and Canvey saw a shape like 

A Hullbridge man walk- was going towards Basil- three light bulbs in the 
ing his dog at 10.lSpm on don. - sky. 

b 

Three hours later Mr and 
·Mrs Jones from Basildon 
were woken up by a hum­
ming noise and saw from 
their window a long object 
with bright, white light. 

It hovered in the air for 
about IO minutes and then 
shot off towards Southend. 

East Anglian UFO Associ­
ation would welcome fur­
ther information. Their 
hotline is 0268 286079. 
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New noise clue to 
l
1 
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circles in the corn 
By Brian Best 

HUNDREDS of cal­
lers blocked a BBC 
switchboard yester­
day after coverage of 
the mystery circles in 
West cornfields. 

The Daytime Live tele­
vision programme 
discussed a possible link 
between flattened circles of 
corn in Wiltshire and 
Hampshire, and UFOs. 

No feasible explanation has 
been put forward for the force 
which flattens the corn. 

New clue: Circles In the corn which have defied explanation 

Now the BBC film is thought 
to have turned up a new clue to 
the mystery , after it picked up a 
sudden blast of noise in the 
centre of a circle at Sil bury Hill, 
.near Avebury. 

Producer David Morgenstern 
described the noise as "electronic 

chatter ," which was retained in 
the film because it was thought 
to be signifi cant. 

"We had th is sound interfer­
rnce in the centreofihecircle but 
as soon as we moved out of the 
ring it disappeared," he sa id. 

The blast happened during an 

wesTE.R"I GA'Z.6'.\TE:. YEo'/\L s~M€RS~ 
~T ;u. tGcet:t 

interview wi t h electroni cs 
engineer Pat Delgado, co-author 
of the book Circular Evidence, 
who believes in UFO links. 

So fa r th is year, 270 circles 
have been reported, compared to 
only 94 last yea r. 

Latest 

The latest report is an unusua l 
pattern of three rings around a 
large central ring in a fi eld at 
Lockeridge, near Marlborough. 

Five BBC li nes were blocked 
for more than an hour after the 
programme yesterday. 

The producers will select ten 
of those who phoned in to give 
their explanation of the mystery 
on Friday's show. 

Yeovil Comment IJJ George Willer l 
UFOs over the South West? 

ONLY one thing is certain about 
the latest reported sighting of a 
UFO in the skies over Dorset this 
week - that it will be officially 
ignored or dismissed by the 
authorities. -·,, \ -;_ 8 

It will have that · much in 
common with the many thousands 
of alleged sightings of unidentified 
flying objects that have come in 
from all over the world for many 
years now. The fact that they are 
so universally written off and 
explained away as non-happenings 
by the authorities has itself become 
a phenomenon. 

This week, a Yeovil couple 
claim, with earnest genuineness, to 
have seen a glowing UFO in the 

' skies above the giant at Cerne 
Abbas near Dorchester. 

The oblong craft, fluorescent 
green with a red circular glow 
towards it _rear, was t~avell ing at 

great speed over the famous 180 
feet long figur\) carved in the 
chalk. 

It then just disappeared from 
view, according to the amazed 
couple who saw it. 

Students in this field might find 
it remarkable that, unknown to 
this couple, a similar sighting was 
reported the following night at 
South Petherton in Somerset. 
When they plucked up courage to 
report the Dorset sighting they had 
no idea there had been a subse­
quent one. 

The couple from Yeovil, who do 
not want to be named, said they 
saw the unidentified flying object 
while travelling on the A352 road 
near Sherborne. 

The woman said: "I thought at 
first it was a shooting star. But it 
was too big and the wrong colour. 
It was only there for a few seconds 
and_ then it zippe? off." 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

7 

She said it was travelling 
extremely fast , much faster than a 
plane. Her husband who works 
with aircraft said it was a flying 
saucer straight away, she said, · 
adding: "It wasn't a plane. He knew 
it must be a UFO." 

She said they did not wish to be 
identified because of possible pub­
lic reaction to their story. This adds 
to the problem of credibility. 

Talk of UFOs has gained 
impetus following the Russians 
reporting that aliens had landed in 
their country. But that may not 
have added credibility. 

However, there have been a 
number of reported UFO sightings 
in Dorset and in the South West we 
have part icularly encountered the 
phenomena of the mystery circles 
- flattened grass in sometimes 
huge symetrical circles. No satis­
factory explanation has ever been 
given. Will we ever know? 
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Alien abduction: 
Fact or fantasy? 

Interest in unidentified flying 
objects was heightened iast week 
when the officiai Soviet news 
agency Tass rfported that an un­
earthty craft had touched down 300 
mites southeast of Moscow. For 

, years, researchers of the para­
normai have investigated u..FOs 
and reports of atien abductions 
throughout the United States in­
duding southwestern Pennsyiva­
nia. In this, the second artide of a 
two-part series, Tribune-Review 
reporter Sharon Santus teits of 
three area peopie who daim to have 
been victims of atien abduction. 

By Sharon Santus 
TRIBUNE·REVIEW 

Marion Richards (not her real 
name), a 39-year-old homemaker 

, from Ligonier, said she believe.s 
she was first abducted as a 3-
year-old in Mamont, and . at 
various times since then. 

In the first incident, Richards 
said she was playing with her 
brother and sister near Beaver 
Run Dam when she experienced a 
time lapse of several hours. 

"One minute, I was playing with 
my brother and sister, and the 
next thing I remember is my fa­
ther getting down off his tractor, 
looking very worried and running 
toward me," Richards said. "Ap­
parently, I had been missing for 
several hours. Most of Mamont 
was looking for me. They thought 
I had drowned. When I was found, 
there was a chunk of my ear miss­
ing, like someone had scooped out 
a portion. It's quite noticeable." 

Since then, Richards said she 
has regularly been visited by "the 
three little people." 

"I've always seen them," she 
said. "When I was small, I thought 
everyone saw them. I see them 
frequently for a while, then I 
won't see them. But I've never 
gone a year between visits." 

. Richard~ describes the beings 
as 3'l2 to-4 feet tall wearing capes. 

"They are so fast, it's hard to get 
a clear · look· at them," she said. 
'"They have real big eyes, I can't 
remember a nose, and a little slit 
for a mouth.'_' ___ · 

B 

'When I was founq, 
there was a chunk of 
my ear missing, like 
someone had 
scooped out a por­
tion. It's quite notice-
able.' · · 

-Alien abduction victim 

Richards said the visits usually 
. occur between 3 and 5 a.m. 

"My husband is sleeping beside 
me," she said. "They approach 
me, very close to my face. They 
put a finger or a wand on my fore­
head and that puts me out. It's the 
last thing I remember." 

Richards said she is convinced 
that each time she sees· the little 
people, they tranquilize her, take 
her aboard their craft, examine 

1 
her and then bring her back. Her 

I ear wound as a child, she specu­
lates, resulted from the alien 
examination . 

She said the only piece of evid­
ence of the visitations was a black 
metal rod-shaped instrument left 
behind in 1985. She said she put it 
on the windowsill during the visit, 
but by morning it was gone. 

HUSBAND HASN'T SEEN 
Richards said her husband has 

never seen her visitors. 
. "He doesn't disbelieve me," she 

said. "He's just never experienced 
it." However, Richards said, her 
husband and son shared in a simi­
lar experience in 1985. 

She said she, her husband and 
son were returning from. Loyal­
hanna Dam when they came upon 
a bizarre scene. 

"It was between 10 and 10:30 at 
night and I was driving,' ' Richards 
said. "I came up over the hill and 
there' was something along the -
edge of the road. It was a clear cyl­
inder about 9 to 12 feet tall, and 
there were sticks and twigs swir­
ling around iriside of it. It .was a 
vacuum and it was picking up 
things. I nearly ·hit it. There was a 

. creature in the tree and he was 
operating the cylinder. My son 
only saw the arm. It was huge, 8 to 
10 feet tall and it was very muscu­
lar and well defined." 

NO LONGER FEARFUL 

Richards said she is no longer 
fearful of the strange occurrences 
that, by her accounts, have been 
with her since childhood. . 

"I used to be really afraid, but 
not · anymore," she said. "It 
doesn 't consume my daily 
thoughts. Ilit did, I would go cra­
zy." 

John Biondi, a school psycholo­
gist ·with the Hempfield Area 
School District and member of 
the Pennsylvania Association for 
the Study of the Unexplained, has 
conducted hours of interviews 
and hypnosis with people like 
Richards who claim to have been 
abducted by aliens. 

"I believe they are being truth­
ful," Biondi said. "They seem sin­
cere. These people do not want 
the publicity. They don't want to 
be identified, so there can be no 
monetary gain for them." 

Biondi said people who suspect 
alien abduction often step for­
ward reluctantly. 

"Sometimes they think they're 
going crazy," he said. "We try to 
reassure them there are other 
people saying they've seen the 
same things. Have they been ab­
ducted? That's difficult to say. I 
. think it's possible." 
JUST FANTASIES 

For some researchers, the pos­
sibility of alien abduction is 
clearly impossible. 

Paul Kurtz, chairman of the 
Committee for Scientific Investi­
gation of Claims of the Para­
normal , said those making such 
claims are "fantasy prone." 

"These people can be normal in 
all other aspects of their !iv.es, but 
they have this fantasy about being 
abducted by aliens," Kurtz said. 
"Then they start acting it out." 

Kurtz said people might read a 
book or see a movie about abduc­
tions and, under hypnosis, they 
repeat what they read and see. 

"Not only what is real comes out 
under hypnosis," Kurtz said. "The 
imagination is at work, too." 

Robert Basil, editor of Not Nec­
essariiy The New Age, a book that 
explores alien abduction, said . , 
hynotists often suggest answers 
they want to hear. 
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PLEASE THE HYPNOTIST David Jacobs, paranormal re­

searcher and professor of history 
at Temple University, agreed that 
an untrained or unscrupulous 
hypnotist can "un cover" events 
that never occurred . 

memory. It's the best we nave. 
Jacobs said he is aware of ab­

duction scoffers, but said his years 
of research have brought him to 
an unmistakable conclusion. 

"Some people will concoct an­
incredible, far-fetched tale as a 
way of pleasing the hypnotist," 
Basil said. "The hypnotists , in­
stead of helping subjects to re­
member, are actually planting 
fantastic tales into their heads." 

"But we are very careful not to 
suggest abduction scenarios, " 
Jacobs said. "Hypnosis is an irre­
placeable tool for accessing the 

"To say these people were ab­
ducted best explains all the data 
that we've gathered," Jacobs said. 
"Even if yoµ dismiss all the physi­
cal data, there's still the issue of 
the missing time. There is no bet;1 
ter alternative explanation.~' / 

- • • • • 'f ,, 
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·Close encounters of the 
I ~nterest in unidentified flying objects was • • 
, heightened last week when the official Soviet ' 1 ' k · d 

news agency Tass reported that an unearthly a 1 en 1 n 
craft had touched down 300 miles southeast of · 
Moscow. For years, researchers of the para-
no.rmal have. investigatedJIFOs and reports of 
alien abductions throughout United States in­
cluding southwestern Pennsylvania. In 'this 
two-part series, reporter Sharon Santus spoke 
with three area people who claim to have been 
victims of alien abductions. 

By Sharon Santus 
TRIBUNE·REVIEW 

For Jim S_mith (not his real name), the day 
started out like any other: a short drive on the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike from Irwin to Monroe­
vi lle to pick up some plumbing parts. 

But instead of arr iving at. his destination in 
the usual half-hour period , Smith found him­
self inexplicably in Zelienople . He also found 
that three hours had transpired in what 
seemed like a split second. 

Smith knew he had experienced a time and 
memory lapse , but it wasn 't until years later­
after a similar experience - that he dis­
covered what he believes happened to him 
during that missing period. Under hypnosis, 
Smith said he recalled being abd ucted by 
three unrecognizable beings who placed him 
aboard an unknown type of craft and exa­
min ed his body. 

"You can't talk to anyone about something 
like this ." said Smith, who has never told his 
story publicly. "People think you 're insane . 
Until it happens to them, they don 't believe it. " 

Smith, 46, is among thousands of people 
worldwide who claim to have been victims of 
alien abductions. 

Reports of such abductions , originally 
scorned by most members of the scie ntific 
community and the public in general , have 
gained credence with the publication of such 
books as Communion, by Whitley Strieber. In­
the book, Strieber claims that in 1985 he was 
abducted from his secluded cabin in upstate 
New York, by short, stocky beings with wide 
faces and glittering, deep-set eyes. Strieber 
said he was taken against his will aboard a 
craft, physically examined and then released . 

But long before Strieber 's best-selling book , 
a handful of researchers across the country 
were investigating similar claims . 

Among them is David Jacobs, professor of 
history at Temple University, who has been 
researching abduction phenomena for several 
years. 

Jacobs said he has interviewed 
and hypnoti zed 47 people in the 
Northeast who believe they have 
been victims of alien abductions. 
He said his research has turned 
up an undeniable pattern that 
supports the accounts. 

" Basically, these people are all 
saying the same thi ngs," Jacobs 
said. "They 've been abducted 
against ·their will, they 've had 
physical and medical examina­
tions run on them, then they' re 
put back where they were. None 
of them wanted to be abducted 
and many are terrified it will hap-
pen again. " . 

Jacobs said at first, many vic­
tim s are aware only that they 
have experi enced a time aryd 
memory lapse. Through hypnosis , 
Jacobs said, they are able to un­
lock the mys tery .. 

While hypnosis is indispensable 
in abduction research , Jacobs 
sa id . it also is problematic. 

"No other mechanism accesses 
the memory so much as hypnosis, '' 
he said . " But it can lead people. 
The hypnotist can introduce sub­
tle clues, even without knowing it, 
to get t he subject to say what they 
want to hear. You have to be very 
careful. " 

Smith is among those who 
agreed to undergo hypnosis to 
find out what happened during his 
first time lapse in the late 1970s, 
and a nearly identical lapse that 
occurred in 1983 . 

In the second incident , he said 
he again was on the turnpike go­
ing from Irwin to Monroeville and 
inexplicably ended up in Ze lie­
nople in what seemed like a sec­
ond , but actually was more than 
three hours . 

" I looked down at the clock and 
I couldn't believe it," Smith said . 
My first thought was 'What hap­
pened? Did I run over someone .' I 
fe lt something terrible must have 
happen ed for me to black out like 
that.'' 

Later , he mentioned the event 
to a friend , Stan Gordon of 
Greensburg, who is director of the 
Pennsylvania Association for the 
Study of the Unexplained . Gor­
don 's group is an all-volunteer, 
non-profit organization that con­
ducts investigations of strange 
and unusual occurrences. 

Gordo n arranged for Smi~h to 
be hypnotized . 

"When Stan suggested hypno­
sis, I thought he was nuts," Smith 
said. "But I agreed and two weeks 
later I was put under and every­
thing came out." 

Smith said that through hypno­
sis, he recall ed that while he was 
on the turnpike in both instances, 
the cab of his truck was invaded 
by white flashes of light and he 

blacked out. 
He said when he regained con­

sciousness , he found himself in­
side a circular room, about 25 feet 
in diameter , where he was placed 
on an examining table by t~ree 
short beings who had pomty 
heads . He said the figures used a 
green light to give him an elabo­
rate physical examination. 

"It was cold and I was scared 
and dopey," Smith said. "It felt 
like I had been tranquilized.'' 

Smith sa id under hypnosis, he 
a lso was ab le to go outside the 
craft, look down and see t he earth 
below. 

"The crarr looked like two in­
verted, silver plates placed to­
gether," Smith said. "All of a su~­
den, I was back in my truck. Thats 
all I remembered ." 



ALIEN 
Smith, who said IJ.e ha~ total re-

. call of the experiern;e since hYJ?· 
nosis, said he was .shocked by his 
recollection. . · · . · 

"I want to learn more about it, I 
want to: talk to people who h~ve 
had similar experiences," Smith 
said. "But"·publicity? No way. I · 
don 't need the hassle. ~ost people 
are never going to believe you un­
less it happens to them. My own 
wife doesn't believe i~." . 

Like many who clai!Il to be v.1c­
tims of alien abduct10ns, Smith 
said unexplained marks appear 
intermittently on his body . . He ~e­
scribed them as two 1IlJect10n 
marks that have appeared on the 
back of his hand, his leg, face and 
arm. Smith said he suspec~s _they 
are caused by the exammat10ns .. 

Dr. Berthold Schwarz, a psychi­
atrist from Vero Beach, Fla., ~as 
for years investigated a.bduct10n 
cases including several m south­
western Pennsylvania. 

He said the same type of infor­
mation surfaces in many of the re­
ports. 

"These are people from all 
waiks of life: farmers, physicians, 
coal miners, office workers, cler­
gy," Schwarz .s~id. "A~d !hey are 
giving surpnsmgly similar ac­
counts: the little men with the 
wrap-around, · slanted eyes, the 
experience of being ta~en aboar~ 
a craft and given physical exami­
nations. The fact that there are so 
many similarities lends clinical 
credence to the abduction hy­
pothesis." 

Schwarz said those who come 
forward lack all motive for fabri­
cation . 

"I've seen marriages break up, 
lives wrecked," Schwarz said. 
"These people are reluctant to 
come forward , They don't want to 
be ridiculed by people asking, 
'Are you on drugs? Did you drink 
too much?' They certainly aren 't 
making any money from it be­
cause they refuse to be identi­
fied. " 

Among those shying publicity is 
Barbara Baker (also not of her 
real name) oflndiana County. 

In 1974, after working the late 
shift at an Indiana department 
store, Baker, 55, w.'ls driving t.o 
her secluded home in rural Indi­
ana County when she said she wit­
nessed an event that changed her 
life. · 

"I was about a half-mile from 
my house, when I sa"." a triangu­
lar-shaped craft movmg across a 
field at tree-top level," Baker 
said. "It had three blinking lights 
and there was no sound." __ • - .._,,_ "'·- • w w._ 

Artist's rendering of Jim Smith's recollections about his abduction. 

scribed as two pulsating lights, 
appeared each night in the same 
location for the next 19 months. 

" I always felt safe and secure 
when it was around," said Baker 
who lives alone. "I knew if I tried 
to take a photograph or call the 
police, it woulq go away, and I 
didn't want it to." 

Baker said that in September 
1975 she watched the craft leave 
its usual spot by the dam and dis­
appear. · . . ,, 

"I knew I'd never see 1t agam, 
Baker said . "And I didn't."' 

In April 1983, she contacted 
Stan Gordon. With his help, she 
attempted self-hypnosis at her 
home and said she learned she 
was a victim of alien abduction. 

"I can even remember the coat I 
was wearing," Baker said. "There • 
were two little men who held me 
by each arm . I'm sure it happen~d 
the night when I got home quite 
late for no unexplained reason. 
The little men dragged me into 
the craft and put me in a chair. I 
couldn 't move. There was a screen 
with a skull on it. It looked like a 
CAT scan." 

Baker said the beings had 
gray/green skin, large heads and 
stood about 4 feet tall. 

"They had slits for mouths and I 
don't remember ears or eyes," she 
said. ·"They .were nothing like the 
pictures I've seen in any books. It. 
took nothing for them to carry !'Ile 

· in no effort. There was a third 
m~n. He seemed to be in charge. 

He turned to me and looked at me. 
He had such empathy on his face. 
That's the last thing I remember." 

Baker said she is convinced the 
beings were extraterrestrial and 
she was. singled out for a reason 
she has yet to discover. 

Gordon who has been inves­
tigating 'paranormal sightings 
since 1959, said incidents like 
those reported by Smith ·and Bak­
er are not unusual for the Chest­
nut Ridge and surrounding area. 

"There appears to be what sci­
entists call a 'window area' 
stretching 100 miles along the Al­
legheny Mountain system from 
Preston, W.Va. up through Fay­
ette Westmoreland and Indiana 
cou~ties, " Gordon said. "We do 
have a higher than normal occurr­
ence of UFO and bigfoot sight­
ings. Why? No one seems to 
know. " 

Gordon said one explanation 
for the nationwide increase in ab­
duction reports is the willingness 
of alleged victims to tell their sto­
ries. 

· · "They're not being laughed at 
like they used to ," Gordon said. 
"The scientific and medical com­
munities are starting to sit up and 
take notice." · · 

10 
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0000: UFO claim 

AT 1300 hours one day in May 
this year, an unidentified fly­
ing object was spotted 
hurtling through the sky at a 
speed of 5,746 nautical miles 
per hour. 

An air force base was notified 
and two Mirage jets ordered to 
shoot down the object. 

The fighters scored a direct hit 
and the object plunged into the 
Kalahari desert 8-0km north of 
South Africa's border with Bots­
wana. 

A team or air force intelligence 
officers went to the scene and 
found a silver-coloured disc em­
bedded in a crater 150 metres 
wide. 

Experts on Un.identified Flying 
Objects are convinced the story is 
true and have spent months 
investigating the mystery. 

They claim that the South Afri· 
can officers levered open the door 
of the craft and two humanoid 
aliens stumbled out. 

The story will be one of the hot­
test topics at a world UFO confer­
ence being held in Frankfurt this 
week. · 

1 · Exclusive By Jonathan Calvert 

The "evidence" comes in the 
form or a four-page document, 
which purports to be a secret 
briefing for intelligence officers. 

UFO investigator Tony Dodd 
believes the story is true and will 
present the document to the con­
ference. 

But be may be the victim of a 
bizarre·international con-trick. 

Fonner police detecti ve Dodd 
became interested in UFOs after 
seeing what he thought was a 
alien spacecraft. He retired from 
the North Yorkshire force 11 
mooths ago and threw all his 
energies into a group called Quest 
lntemaUonal. 

In August be recieved a phone 
call from a man called James Van 
Greunen who claimed to be a 
South African intelligence of· 
fleer. 

Van Greunen said he was a 
cryptologist and claimed he had 
been given the job of attempting 
to communicate with two aliens 
shot down by a South African 

plane. And be bad a "top secret" 
document to prove it. 

The document arrived through 
Oodd's letter box a few days later. 

"We were obviously very ex· 
cited about the information but 
we could not Just accept these 
papers on face value. So we 
started to check out the facts," 
said Dodd 

According to the secret docu­
ment, the two aliens were taken 
from the spaceship to Wright Pat· 
terson air force base in the United 
States wbere they are now being 
studied. 

Aaadehdel and Dodd say they 
grilled Van Greunen for hours 
and are convinced he was telling 
the truth about the two aliens. 

Van Greunen stayed with 
Azadebdel for three weeks and 
bas since disappeared Azadehdel 
claims that the South Afican fled 
to South America after the autho­
rities rumbled that be was talk· 
ing to Ufologists. 

But the South African Embassy 

\ ' 

in London den.ies the claims. 
When Wales on Sunday sent the 
document to the Embassy, a 
spokesman said: "There is this 
guy who has visited the UI< re­
cently whose story is exactly the 
same as the one in this document 
and his name is Van Greuoen." 

"He is a conman. He says he 
works in the intelligence service 
but we have checked Wm up and 
we have no record of a guy like 
that being employed." 

Both Dodd and Azadehdel scoff 
at the Embassy's version of the 
story claiming it is a sophisti­
cated disinformation campaign 
ai~ at biding the truth. 

"We do not know where Van 
Greuneo is at present but that is 
because be is being chased by tbe 
South African authorities," said 
Dodd . 

So Dodd will be presenting the 
document to the International 
Conference on Communication 
with Extra-terrestial Life as 
proof that there has been a top 
level conspiracy 

Many people will believe him 
but many more will remain scep­
tic 
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Photographer 
snaps UFO 

THIS fast moving object -
.was captured on film by a By ALAN 
photographer who was talc-
ing pictures in Amersham. CILEA VER 
It has baffled a . top pho-
tographer and others who 
have failed ·to identify the 
craft. 

Now the man who 
snapped the · object, Ni­
cholas Salmon of Chestnut 
Lane, Amersham, is ap­
pealing to Star readers to 

------~.-.-----~ - but what object~ The 
photogrr:ph is certainly an 
interesting one and I don't 
think it is a hoax." 

The :;peed and shape 
seems to rule out most 
known aircraft. If you have 
any ideas write to The 
Chiltern Star, Gomm Road, 
High 'Wycombe, Bucks 
HP13 7DW. 

.,: . 
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identify it. 
Nicholas reported: 

"Much as I am reluctant 
;,;· to involve myself in such 

an emotive issue as that of 
the existence or otherwise 
of alien objects, the cor- . 
rcspondcnce in your paper . 
recently concerning the al- ' 
leged sightings of UFOs in 
South Bucks has decided k·" . 
me to come forward with . . 
my own story. ·- . · 
"~n a cloudless spring <. · i\i 

morning (9 .I5am on May :: 
18 to be precise) I was · 
talcing photos for a book I 
liiii w1iting u1i Amersham ... 

"Putting the camera to - ­
my eye I was conscious of r------·---·....;-::, 
8!1 object travelling at con- Art spot 
s1derable speed flashing 

. across my view finder on THE work of talented 
a course from right to m b f 
left. .. Considering the speed Cf!l er~ 0 U1c Bucks ATL~ 
of ~e object, I was amazed Society is on sale in Amer­

io find I had capturc·d it sham this week. Artists will 
on one shot." also be available to de-

Former president of the mons_trate some of their 
Royal Photographic Soci- ~chniques . TI1e exhibition · 
ety, Dr Vernon Harrison has 15 open .from lOam Until 
examined the negative' and Spm until Sunday at Dr 
concludes: "It seems def- Chall oner's S chooJ in 
initelv to represent an object •Am-~e-rs_h'!"'am_. _____ _ 

,_ 

P~~ve to us that we 
weren't seeing 

-I first saw. the lights -on the M40 travelling towards Beaconsfield 
about two mlles from the M25. These lights were on our left. 
They were moving in a .circular motion, at the same time pulsing 

U Fo from the centre to a finite circumference where they stopped and , · S retracted to the centre. At the time of leaving the motorway there 
ap~eared to be a faint second set of lights towards Burnham 

I refer to the U.F.O. article which appeared in the South Bucks which were not as clear as the first set. I then took the 
Star and on the front page of the Wycombe Star · Amersham road towards the Missenden By Pass where the lights -

As. t~e article. appeared to be somewhat dramatised by . were still on my left hand ~ide until the Amersham Hospital 
descnb~ng the lights as 'winged creatures' it is not sur risln that roundab.out where they vantshed. 
the Police Inspector was 'unimpressed'. p g Questions_ I. Who produced this clever display? 

However I challenge the police to provide evidence th:1t these · 2 .• How did they manage to put the display In the only clouds 
lights could have been produced by a laser! ·around? . 

- 3. Wtll the Police say who the laser display was produced by 
and could he do it again to dispel our doubts? 

; 

\ ") 

Back to you and the Thames Valley Police to prove that we 
were not seeing U .. F.O's! 
Derek Hanks, Larchwood, li1tle Kingshill. 
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Is there an 
THERE you are driving down the road 
at night, minding your own business, 
when suddenly you catch sight or 
something in the sky. 

It's not like my ain:raft you've ever seen; it's 
flashing colourful lights and moving erratically at 
enonnous speed. As it passes overhead your radio goes 
dead. Then it diS3£PC3rs. 

Scoff not ... this kind of thing seems to happen to 
several hundred appamitly smc and rcspecublc 
Britons every year. 

Many of them shake their heads in di sbelief and 
swear never to drink again; olhcn arc so frightened that 
they dare not tell a sou!; and a small percentage enjoy a 
brief moment of glory in the spotlight of the local 
press. 

Such a story invariably prompts similar, often 
embellished revelations md 'experts' dust off the old 
theories about little green men from Mars . But is the 
invasion of Planet Eanh really imminent? Or is there a 
simple explanation? 

There have been mysterious sightings in the sky foc 
as long as written rcconls have been kept - for example, 
1bc Bible appears to contain several references in the 
chaptcR of Ezekiel. 

Modem sightings appear to date from 1947 when 
811 American business reported seeing nine silvery 
objects flying very swiftly near Washington. 

His description promplCd the tag 'flying saucers' 
and similar sightings have been made by supposedly 
serious, well-trained professional people like police, 
servicemen and even ex-President Reagan at frequent 

intervals ever since. Take the incident in London last 
year when no less than eight policemen swore they had 
seen a 'saucer' through the telescope of a teenager. It 
later turned out to have bccn the planet Jupiter, and in 
fact nine out of ten sightings can be -explained away 
fairly easily. 

Saucer shapes arc frequently formed naturally in the 
atmosphere by pollution, pulverised dust and water 
panicles, and lights can be caused by many things. 

Ball lightaiing is a favoorite among the natural 
phenomena md it is known that moving lights often 
~r in the months before an earthquake, emitted by 
rodes under pressure. 

Otherwise a 'spaceship' could really be an aircraft, 
weather balloon, meteorite or burned-out debris from 
satellites and other space junk falling to Earth. 
~cares have even been started in America by what 
turned out to be loads of illegal marijuana, blasted over 
the Mexican border by a roclcet launcher to beat the 
border patrolmen. 

And it is possible that some supposed UFOs are 
really top secret military or scientific experiments that 
have been seen accidentally but cannot be officially 
explained away. NASA has even claimed that the 
Russians use apparent UFO sightings to cover up tests 
of strategic weapons which violate international 
treaties. 

Sadly - or perhaps fortunately - there is not a scrap 
of real evidence to indicate that we arc being watched 
or visited by super-intelligent beings from another 
planet. 

Stories that various governments have actually 
made contact or possess the bodies of aliens who died 

Sixty per cent of Americans 
and twenty per cent of 
Britons believe in UFO's. 

l<\8~ 

on Earth, have to be taken with the proverbial pinch of 
sale. Credibility is decidedly challenged by those 
people who say they have been kidnapped Nld 
examined by strange auturcs. 

Yet a survey in America u long ago u 1%6 
indicated that five million Americans claimed to have 
seen a UFO or to have met aliens. Six out of tm say 
they believe in the phenomenon as do 20 per cent of 
Britons. 

In Britain as mmy as 400 sightings an: iqiorted 
each year although UFO societies believe that Im times 
as many more go Wlrcportcd because people arc afraid 
of being ridiatled. 

Y ct some arc not afraid to speak out. Twenty years 
ago, Peter Hough was a schoolboy doing a morning 
paper round when he spotted something unusual. 

- "I saw an object that looked very audcly like 111 

aircraft. It resembled two pieces <:l wood nailed 
together like a cross. I thought it was something caught 
in a tree Wltil 1 realised it was quite some distance 
away. It was bhmt at either end and the wings were at 
right angles to the fuselage. There were two rows of 
white lights winking on and offf like Otrisbnas tree 
lights. It d id a very stnngc right-angled tum that rve 
never seen 811 aircraft do before or since. I didn't tell 
anyone about it for months. I wasn't afraid, but very 
intrigued. I was trying to explain it as in airaaft in my 
mind." 

Today he is chairman of the Manchester UFO 
Resean::h Association. 'Tm very interested in the way 
things can be perceived by people. Most of the sigh­
tings we have reported to us arc easily explained away 
of satellites, ain:raft or weather phenomena. We're not 
in the business of promoting myths. We arc seriously 
investigating the phenomenon." . 

Jenny Randles, director of investigations with the 
British UFO Research Association, co-<>rdinates the 
team of investigators who look into rcpon.ed sightings. 

She has been interested in UFOs for many years but 
first began investigating them in 1973 when she was 
teaching science at a school in Cheshire. 

After a series of reported sightings in a nearby 
wood, and after several of her pupils told h~ about 
unusual experiences, she turned the mystery into a 
sclioot oroiect . Most oft.li e t i~ ht ~ were di<covercd to 

there? 
have been !.a.--xling lights from ai.n:raft.. 

She said: "You must realise that 90 to 95 pcrccnt c:L 
UFO sightings tum out to be identifiable." BUFORA 
works closely wi1li the police, the Minilly of Defence 
md Jodrdl. Bank., to whom most UFO sightings arc 
usually iqiorted. "They ask. us to follow through 
anything they can't explain." · . 

She said lhci-c arc about l(j() diffcrmt phcnomma 
which have bccn misinterpreted as UFOs in one way or 
anor.hcr. "but once you have cases which you can't 
~lain you have to look further, in keeping with 
modem science but extending the boundaries a bit 
Beyond that arc tt'tc-calms of supernatural speculatioo 
which we rarely oO.bc across. 

"UFOs 8lld spaceships arc not the same Ill all. That 
is m extmnc hypothesis. And cases of people uodcigo­
ing alien contact arc an entirely diffcn:nt issue.." 

Such cases, she said, generally involve rcspccubl.c, 
intelligent people whose credibility md sincerity can 
easily be established. That such 'contracts' oocur 
around the world, she said, was the subject of seYCl-.1 
theories. "It could be some extreme form of hallucina­
tion oc a visual experience triggered by ·some kind o( 
natural energy phenomenon which stimullllcs certain 
parts of the brain. 

"lbcsc dayi, UFO rcseardicR arc much less lilccly 
to be fotmd dealing with space scientists than wi1li 
neurophysiologists." 

Writer David Barclay, from Shipley, West Yock­
shire, also thinks there is a psychological explanation 
for the phenomenon - that we are compensating for the 
lack of romance md mystery in our modem lives. 

He said: "If you look at the docwnentation you11 
see that whether UFOs exist or not, the idea of them Is 
enough to produce distinctive belief patterns. In our 
cynical world we've acated a space age mythology. 

"hs growth coincided with the decline in orthodox 
religion and it has been explained as a reanimation of 
atltural archetypes we all have inside our heads -
invoking the old gods in technological disguise." 

He says of watching incxpl..icable shapes and lights 
in the sky: "There's an unreality about the thing. Your 
eyes are trying to make it tum into something else, like 
a jumbo jet, which it isn 't. There is a dreamlike quality 
to the whole ex!X'ricn re. 
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Russian equivalent of moving Mo co 

move out 
st~tues. V!e have been. bombarded S W 
with stones of space invaders . 

It started on Monday when the L 
Soviet news agency, Tass, ETIER 
reported that a UFO landing had 
been "confirmed" in the Russian 
city of Voronezh . This was fol-

· 1owed by a flood of similar tales 
of the unexpected. 

On Thuriday, we even got an 
account of a conversation be­
tween a journalist and aliens in 
the city of Perm. 

The present restless state of 
S?viet society may tempt sociolo­
~1sts to conclude that such appari­
tions are connected with social 
upheaval. That may be so, but 
apart from the fearful rumours 
circulating in • Voronezh, there 
have been no reports of hysteria, 
of crowds flocking to UFO sites 
and claiming to see cybermen. 

Indeed, the main reason the 
alleged appearance of a three­
eyed spaceman in Voronezh 
attracted the attention of the 
Soviet public and the world's 
press was that Tass, the official 
voice of the Soviet government, 

· ~hose to put its credibility behind 
It. 

"We're taking it seriously be­
ca~ it's coming from Tass," 
sa1_d Les~ey Fagen, assistant man­
agmg editor of the syndicated US 
telev_isi~n pr~gramme, "Current 
Affairs , which Sent a crew to 
Voronezh . 

· The Soviet news agency 
reported his remarks with some 
self-satisfaction, adding that while 
many agreed that the Voronezh 
apparitions were hard to swallow 
"most (US) news shows reported 
the aliens because of Tass's 
r~pu,~ation for journalistic integ­
nty.' 

That integrity may be dented 
somewhat now. 

A Sovie! television team spent 
four days m Voronezh and failed 
to find a single adult eye-witness 
to the fantastic September , 27th 
ev!=nts !n the local park . Some­
thing did happen local scientists 
say, and "incredible levels" of 
magnetism were recorded but 
nothing _ to justify saying, with all 
the weight of an official news 
agency, that "the aliens have 
landed ." 

After years of suppressing bad 
news, up to and after Chernobyl, 
the Soviet media seems to find it 
difficult to resist rushing out with 
the most sensational account of a 
dramatic event. Initial fig~res . for 
the earthquakes in Armenia and 
.Tajikistan were exaggerated, and 
the number of casualties in the 
gas explosion involving two trains 
m .the Urals also had to be 
substantially scaled down. 

There is, however, no denying 
the fascination in Russia for tales 
of the bizarre. It's hard to . say 
whether it's any more of a 
national characteristic than in 
co~ntries like the US, where 

by Conor O'Clery 

popular journals win huge circuia: 
tions with stories like "World 
War 2 plane found on the moon". 
Every country has its urban 
legends. Here UFO sightings and 
other weird stories get reported ' in 
the official media because there is 
no tabloid alternative. They are 
therefore taken more seriously : 

Last Sunday, on ail internal 
Aeroflot flight, the stewardess 
handing out newspapers gave me 
a copy of Komsomolskaya 
Pravda, a serious Communist 
Party newspaper, sayin3 : 
"There's a sensation on the back 
page". 

Her urging to "read all . abo'ut 
it" related to a story of an 
"abominable snowman" captured 
in an orchard on the Volga. ·It 
had, ·of course, got away, but ·it 
was, according to the paper "that 
big", with hairy skin and yelld,w 
teeth. · 
~uch _more interesting as : a 

soc10log1cal phenomenon in 
Russia these days is the quite 
incredible faith which people put 
in a television healer called 
Anatoly Kashpirovsky. 

His . show ' last weekend was 
watched by an estimated 200 
million viewers. On Wednesday 
he gave a press conference in the 
Foreign Ministry which drew 
more Soviet journalists than a 
member of the politburo. 

People swear by him, joyfully 
retailing stories of how they have 
been cured of broken limbs, scars 

try to USe the inner resources Of 
the body ." 

The UFOs and the faith healers 
have captivated Russians as they 
face a grim winter , with 
worsening shortages expected. 
But the three-eyed "moving 
statues" of Russia, with their 
silver space suits and zap guns 
may be connected to a concept 
well-known in the West - that of 
marketing. 

This is the time of year when 
people take out their annual 
newspaper subscriptions . There is 
intense competition among the 
dozen or so national dailies. 

The army newspaper, Red Star, 
said huffily yesterday, after noting 
that Soviet astronauts discounted 

· stories of little green men : "We 
can't help noticing that human­
oids come to our long-suffering 
earth when we are renewing our 
newspaper subscriptions." 

Country Life, the farming 
newspaper, said: "As soon as 
subscriptions open, there is a 
UFO or an abominable snow­
man." Indeed. 

• • • 
ANOTHER phenomenon in 
Russia these days is that of the 
vanishing citizens. After years of 
international criticism for not 
allowing free emigration, particu­
larly of Jews, the Soviet Union 
has opened the .door and thous­
ands are· leaving every month. 

and blindness. ---------
In one of the most dramatic 

episodes, this talented hypnotist 
talked a woman through an opera-· 

. tion without anaesthetic. He was 
in Moscow , she was in Tblisi, 900 
miles away, watching him 
spellbound on the television 
screen . 

His reputation is spreading. A 
teenage girl from West Berlin 
recounted how she regained her 
lo st hair and eyebrows by 
spending the day just walking 
hand-in-hand wi:h Kashpirovsky 
in Kiev for a day. 

He claims a recovery rate of 60 
per cent by "working on the 
subconscious . What I say to a 
patient does not matter much. I 

--·-·-----
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UFO MYSTERY:· A fireball that exploded into yellow 
streiiKs of light and disintegrated was reported across the 
Midwest Tuesday evening. The reports, including some 
from aircraft pilots, crune from Illinois, Iowa, Missouri and 
Nebraska. "Right now we're not sure what we had," says 
capt. Lance Jay at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo. "It's 
probably a meteor or. some space junk entering the atmo-

, ; , sphere," said Ron Cop of the FAA. ' 
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Great golden and crimson domes 
have hovered above the town centre 
and a ten feet tall alien with no face 
and no arms has landed in a garden 
in Bond Street. 
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Researcher says: 
PETER HOUGH. chairman of the Manchester UFO Reseuch 
Association. said : "We do have many sitings of people 
seeing figures. Mr. Hough. who has worked with clinical 
psychologists in his search for truth about UFO sitings and is 
a leading author on the paranormal went on to explain what 
he thought the sitings in the sky might be: 'There is a Piezo 
Electrical effect where when there is movement under the 
earth's crust bright lights are thrown into the sky. It is an 
unexplained. but totally natural phenomena. With 
Macclesfield being in the foothills of the Pennines and at the 
centre of platetectonics this could explain why the town has 
been a centre for UFO sitings". 

Jodrell Bank says: 
" ASTRONOMERS regard UFO's with some disdain. They 
prefer to distance themselves from UFO research . They 
'- - •:-. ..... ·~ .... .-..... ,. , ,..f •ha 11ru1c11 :11I nt·u:~nnmPf"\O:. h::.ve totrt! lv 

GLADYS, (77), of Buckfast Close. 
Macclesfield. saw her first UFO 
13 years ago. 

She had beean walking home 
from her former shop, Steven­
son's Confectioners: "The moon 
was lighting up the sky and as I 
was walking along Mill Lane I 
saw this great golden ball in the 
sky. with a smaller golden bali 
following. 

As I spotted it, it came closer 
towards me. It could have been 
hundreds of miles away or just 
above me. it was impossible to 
judge the distance. but I waved 
at it. As I waved it went back up 
into the sky." 

Gladys has seen the same 
golden ball with its smaller but 
identical sattelite following 
behind many times through the 
years. 

But perhaps the most re­
markable siting was three years 
later when Gladys had been 
visiting a friend 's house on 
Bond Street. 

Gladys said: "I am psychic and 
I had felt there was something 
strange outside. At the bottom of 
the next door garden I saw this 
giant ten feet tall silver man, 
with no face i u~t a dome shap!'d 
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' Macclesfield's galactic visitor, as 
described by Gladys. 

going straight down from a pair 
of giant shoulders. 

"It was glistening all over, ra­
diatiiig. All around it the trees 
were lighting up in a red and 
silver square. I guessed this was 
caused by the electricity coming 
off the man. · 

" I wasn't scared, more 
transfixed by what I was 
witnessing. I shouted to the 
others to come out. but as I did it 
disappeared in a flash. " 

Terrified 

In the Summer of 1985 she was 
walking with a friend over the 
hills from Macclesfield to Bol­
lington .. Gladys said: "It was a 
beautiful day and you could see 
Prestbury. Poynton and the rest 
of the Cheshire Plain stretching 
out before you. 

"As we were looking out we 
... ..., .,. t\1 ; <:: <T,..tv1 • n- f'\ l..4 ,-, "l h "l 1l fi n ,.. rn l " 

glowing. My friend was terrified 
and said, let's get out of here," 
but I said, "No, I know what it 
will do next there's no need to be 
scared , it'll come half way 
towards us and then stop." And 
sure enough it did just that. But 
then it disappeared in one great 
flash." 

Only once has Gladys been 
frightened by what she has seen. 
Three years ago she was sound 
asleep in her lounge when she 
woke with what she thought was 
an electric shock. Looking out 
over the Park Green Bowling 
Club whe saw a deep crimson 
globe low in the sky. 

"It was a colour like you had 
never seen before , really 
ghastly.the globe had twisted 
g0lden bits on top and 
underneath. I felt really nervous 
as it came lower and lower, but 
then it disappeared ag-ain in a 
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Uf;g· sightings 
are so-aring 

Tales of UFO landing 
still shaking Soviets 

THE NUMBER of UFO sightings 
in South East Essex is soaring, 
say experts. 

And 19 families in the last year 
claim to have made contact with a 
creature from out of space - some 
' losing ' up to three hours of their 
lives after their close encounters. 

Sheridan Lane. of the East Anglian 
UFO and Paranormal Association, said 
1,400 sky searchers contacted them 
between July 1988 and July this year. 

She said: "The number of sightings 
has dramatically increased . There seems 
to be more and more visitations by 
unidentified objects. 

"Nineteen people have told us that 
they have made contact with an alien. 
In most cases individuals have heen 
driving along when their car has sudden-

Jy sta ll ed. 
" In most cases their memories have 

been vague as to what has actuall y 
happened but the amount of time they 
have lost has varied between 20 minute:~ 
and three hours.·· 

In the last fortni ght dozens of people 
have contacted the society's hotl ine lO 
report sightings. 

On September 29. two pens ioners on 
their way home from bingo in Southend 
report seeing a huge object , much 
bigger than an aeroplane. 1t was dia ­
mond shaped with a brillia nt white 
light shining through two windows. 

Earlier that night a man in Stanford­
le-Hope said he saw a triangular object 
above his house. 

On the same night a Basildon couple 
watched an object with red, green and 

white lights hovering above the Basildon 
telephone exchange. 

On October I , a widower in Tilbury 
was woken from his sleep at 12.15am 
by a bright white light which li t up 
his whole bedroom and garden. 

On October 2, a husband, wife and 
daughter walking their dog along Under­
hrn Road , South Benneet, spotted a 
triangular shaped object. It was verv 
large with red, green, blue and white 
lights. It sped away after they had 
watched it for 20 minutes. 

And on October 4. a couple in Can vey 
saw a huge saucer s haped like a s kate 
fish at 9.30pm. 

Ms Sheridan aid : ··we are . til!J 
in vestigating all these ca e but so far 
we have uncovered no explanation . 
We believe each call to be genuine." 

MOSCOW (APl - A three-eyed 
alien with a robot si dekick landed 
by UFO and made a boy van ish by 
zapping him with a pistol , a Soviet 
newspaper reported yesterday, in a 
second day of spoofing in the state­
run media. 

But as the bizarre saga of the 
space invasion of the city of Voron­
ezh unfolded for a second day, a 
scientist whose words were used to 
buttress the first published report 
said he was in part misquoted. 

"Don't believe all you hear from 
Tass," Genrikh Silanov, head of the 
Voronezh Geophysical Laboratory, 
confided in a telephone interview 
from Voronezh. 

On Monday, the usually staid, 
official Soviet news agency told the 
world that scientists had confirmed 
an alien spaceship carrying giant 
people with tiny heads had 
touched down in Voronezh, a city 
of more than 800,000 people about 
300 miles southeast of Moscow. 

As many as three aliens 13 feet 
tall left the spacecraft., described 
as a large shining ball , and walked 
in the park with a small robot, Tass 
reported. 

The purported close encounter in 

OH-0430 LIMA NeWS 

JAN \1 \<\C\O 

138_} 
UFOs to be discussed 

WAPAKONETA - John P. 
Tinunennan of the J. Allen Hy­
nek Center for UFO Studies will 
discuss un~~e1JtiJ1ed flying ob=" 
Jects~ past· sightings· and recent 
information about these sightings 
at 1:30 p.m. Sunday at the Neil 
Armstrong Air and Space Mu­
sewn. 

Admission is $3 for · adults and 
$1 for children ages 6 through 10. 
Advance registration is required. 

Those who want to attend 
should contact the museum by 
telephone or in writing at P.O. 
Box 1978, Wapakoneta.~ 

\b . ., 

Voronezh was only the lat est weird 
tal e to appea r in the Soviet media, 
which und er the policy of "glas­
nost" or openness have recently 
told of other sightings of UFOs and 
the Yeti , or abominable snowman. 

Monday's report spawned rumors 
in Moscow, including one that the 
aliens told Voronezh residents the 
Earth would be destroyed by the 
yea r 2000 if people didn 't stop pol­
luting it. 

Nonetheless, a Communist Party 
paper whose avowed mission is to 
write about culture was the only 
major national daily to print any­
thing yesterday about the UFO, 
indicating more authoritative news­
papers like Pravda thought the · 
topic too hot to handle. 

Sovietskaya Kultura said its cov­
erage was motivated by "the golden 
rule of journalism: the reader must 
know everything." 

"Of course, it's hard to believe in 
what happened in the town," it 
reported from Voronezh. "It's even 
more difficult to explain." 

The daily quoted witnesses as 
saying the UFO flew into Voronezh 
on Sept 27. At 6:30 p.m., it said , 
boys playing soccer saw a pink 
glow in the sky. then saw a deep 
red ball about 10 yards in diame­
ter. The ball circled, vanished, then 
reappeared minutes later and 
hovered, it said. 

A crowd rushed to the site, 
Sovietskaya Kultura said, and 
through an open hatch saw a 
"three-eyed alien" about 10 feet 
tall, claJ in si Ivery overalls and 
bronze-c·.)lored boots, and wearing 
a disk 0 11 his chest. 
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Close encounters kept 
Ko-On . .Jel'l.iN GLoSt: Del. <-2.. \'\SJ in closet 

T he five wqrds a newspaper 
reporter most hates to hear 

are, "this is off the record." You 
know then your news source is 
about to tell you the "juicy stuff," 
but won't be quoted for print. 

At that point you can either 
stop them and listen only to what 
they will say on the record, or 
hear them out and try to get the 
information from another source. 

This isn't a lecture on basic 
journalism, but I wanted you to 
know why I'm not going to name 
names here. As an outlet for our 
own opinions or information, this 
column allows us to step outside 
the normal boundaries of news 
work, and I can give you some 
valid information without attribut­
ing it to the sources from which 
it was obtained. 

Unless you've been vacationing 
mTunbuktu the past week or so_,_ 
you're probably aware of the 
stran~ series of sightings of unex­
plam lightS m the sky over 
~~~.!: Oklahoma and SOl!t~: 
~--~-

It started Wednesday night, Oct. 
11, and as of this writing has 
continued through Sunday night, 
Oct. 15. 

I call the lights "unexplained," 
even though some "learned" peo­
ple . have come qut of the wood­
work to assure Lis the lights were 
only stars, normal aircraft. run­
ning light.s or other quite natural 
phenomenon that we excitable 
and unsophisticated Okies just 
couldn't figure out or don't nor­
mally see . . . to be able to tell 
the difference. 

Horse manure! 
(I would, incidentally, like to 

convey a large, fresh mound of 
that last-named substance to one 
Don Lind, an astronomy instruc­
tor at Coffeyville Community Col­
lege, who told the Associated 
Press the sightings are predomi­
nant in Northeast Oklahoma and 
along the Oklahoma borders with 

They described it to their shift 
supervisor as appearing to be 
about 10 to 12 feet in width, and 
from 24 to 30 feet long, although 
they couldn't tell it.s exact alti­
tude, or have anything for refer­
ence to judge the exact size. 

It had a silvery-metallic appear­
ance, wac; tapered to a point at 
one end and squared off, with 
rounded comers, at the other. 

It had three white light.s in a 
triangular formation at the front, 

------------- or tapered end of it.s fusilage, and 
By Gary Garton one red light in the center, slight­____________ ly toward the rear of the object. 

It moved without a sound of 
any sort and proceeded in a 
northeasterly direction. 

Inside Out 

Kansas, Missouri and Arkansas 
because, "It's hill country .. . 
they have a history of seeing 
spook lights and this sort of thing 
in that area.") 

But let the ostrich hide its head 
in the sand. 

A large number of law enforce­
ment officers from several jurisdic­
tions, and a lot of mature, sober, 
intelligent and quite sophisticated 
residents of the modem world did 
see these light.s. 

Yes, they DID see the stars 
being touted as the source of the 
light.s, and they saw the running 
lights, and in some cases heard 
the engines, of normal light air­
craft. flying over. 

They also saw something ELSE. 
A lot of folks who saw the 

unexplained light.s haven't been 
talking to the news media because 
they feared the kind of ridicule 
that some skeptics did try to heap 
on those reporting the sightings. 

I have learned the details of 
some of those sightings. And, yes, 
I saw something myself one night, 
too. 

Probably the most interesting 
sighting occurred Sunday about 8 
p.m., when two police officers, 
who were on duty at the time, 
observed an actual object, with 
light.s attached, go over their 
town. 

An object fitting the same de­
scription was reported by a resi­
dent east of Miami on Thursday 
night, Oct. 12, as having risen out 
of a wooded area east of State 
Highway 137, and moving off to 
the northeast. 

A Quapaw woman saw two 
white lights hovering in the 
southwestern sky Sunday night, 
and they moved toward each oth­
er, then apart. The larger one 
moved off to the north above her 
location, while the smaller light 
disappeared. 

A Commerce man, and others, 
saw five red light.s moving in 
formation Friday night, Oct. 13, 
when one broke out of formation 
and moved at high speed to the 
west. 

Several law enforcement officers 
in Kansas saw two red light.s 
Thursday night,. moving together, 
then stopping and rotating in a 
360-degree circle around each oth­
er, before moving off again to the 
southwest in formation. 

Friday night, one of my daugh­
ters, her husband's sister and I . 
were out looking for the lights, 
driving along the Oklahoma-Kan­
sas state line on State Line Road 
east of Picher. 

We spotted a large round or 
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CLoSET Cc,tl..l'T tune and same object because we 
both noticed the airplane over 
Miami and the object's apparent 
movement in response to the 
plane's presence. 

spherical light which was red on 
top and yellow on the bottom, 
seeming to hover in the sky 
southwest of us, toward Miami. 

I drove to my office in Baxter 
Springs, Kan., and began calling 
law efiforcement agencies · in the 
area to see if our sighting had 
been reported by anyone else. 

A jailer on the fourth floor of 
the Ottawa County Courthouse 
said he had been watching the 
same light, describing it exactly ~ 
I had seen it, and he had seen 1t 
move away from his position as 
the airplane, which he also saw, 
flew over the airport area. 

OK, folks, I don't know what it 
was, or what everyone else was 
seeing, or why they happen to be 
cavorting in the skies over our 
area. 

As we watched, a regular air­
craft passed by over the general 
area of Miami's airport, and the 
unexplained light seemed to grow 
slightly larger in perspective, as 
though it could have been moving 
toward our position. 

I turned the car around. We 
started back toward Picher, hop­
ing to go south and get closer to 
it. By the time we passed by some 
trees, however, it had disappeared 
from our line of vision. 

Obviously, it was not a star or 
planet, since he was look~ng 
northeast and I was looking 
southwest at the time we saw it 
. . . we know it was the same 

Don't accept UFOs if you don't 
want to, but don't dismiss the 
unexplrunect as not having actual­
Ty happened simply because you 
don't want tO beheve 1t or CIOr1't 
·understand what 1t was. 
...... GaryGarton ~-;;;:;; over The 
Joplin Globe's Baxter Springs, 
Kan. , bureau. /. 

A1 Skeptical look at UFOs 
and FAA studies 

I belong to a group that makes me smile every time I 
think about it. We're loosly affiliated with the Committee 
for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranor­
mal , or CSICOP, pronounced sigh-cop. That esteemed 
organization was started by scientific luminaries such as 
Carl Sagan and Isaac Asimov, because they were seeing 
far too much flim-flam being passed off as science. 

Our group has no such world - shakers. We' re just a 
bunch of people who believe a voice needs to be raised 
once in a while to ask, "Oh reall y?" 

The state of the "general press" these days in their 
lust for so-called objectivity means that a reporter has to 
keep a straight face and report accurately and "fairly" 
whatever someone says, even though the reporter knows 
he's hearing nonsense. To gel the non-nonsense view, re­
porters need people to quote. We try to provide those 
people. 

This all ties into aviation in several ways. (You 
thought this was never going to get here, didn't you?) For 
starters,. a lot of UFO sightings are reported by pilots, and 
the media seems to mention that as if it confers some 
special significance to the sighting. 

This is as it should be, of course. I mean, we know 
that pilots are superior human beings, able to memorize 
the Sharper Image catalog or start a campfire with a single 
wet match, and if we feel like blowing our collective nose 
on Superman's cape, well, Superman had just better not 
complain. 

But are we able to discern real versus perceived visual 
inputs any better than anyone else? 

First of all, the reason pilots seem to see more than 
their share of UFOs is not any huge insight. It's that we 
spend more time looking around the sky than non - pilots. 
So whatever is or seems to be out there that gets dubbed 
UFO, who is more likely to see it than a pilot? 

And what is it we are seeing? Here are a couple of 

I went to an Air Force base for altitude chamber 
training, to learn of the effects of hypoxia first hand. We 
had some extra time, so the GIC (Guy In Charge) put us 
through the night - vision training routine. 

About fifteen of us - all pilots, 
civilian and military - sat in a totally 
blackened room. A red light the size of 
an asprin came on, on the wall in front 
of us. A motor started. The instructor 
asked , "Which way is the light 
moving?" 

It was obvious. "Down and right," 
I said. To my surpri se, other voices 
were saying "Up and left," and "Down I , .. t-ia ~~~.left" and every poss ible combina-

~----~ The sound of the motor changed. 
RALPH "Now which way?" the instructor 
SEELEY asked. This time we were all slower to 

answer. We considered carefully. But 
the result was the same. Nobody could 

agree. 
The lights came up. The red light was bolted fast to 

the wall. It had not moved an inch. 
I would have bet my life savings that the light had 

moved at least three feet. If the light had been on any kind 
of moveable mechanism, I'd have accused the GIC of 
lying through his teeth. But there it was, bolted finnly to 
the wall. We all checked it out. We all shook our heads. 

And we began to understand how people can chase 
Venus down the road, swearing it's zigging and zagging. 

Back in the dark, we again perceived a small light 
moving, this time moving quickly a foot or two then 
stopping, moving and stopping. On this one we had no 
problem reaching agreement. 

The lights came up. Again, the small lights we 
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:'.FAA '5TUt>~£s CoN 1T 
stationary light goes off and another nearby comes on , 

Justifying the forced retirement of airline pilots at age 
60, the FAA routinely trots out a study that supposedly 
shows that pilots in their 60s have 2.5 times more acci­
dents than pilots in their 50s. Uh huh. 

your eye sees motion. . 
And how many UFO sightings .report that ru:n~mg 

phenomenon of instant motion and instant stopping . 

All of this applies to aviation in yet another way ., 
Skeptical thinking addresses not only paranormal claims. 
It pays off in all kinds of analysis. 

We are besieged by "studies" of all manner, all the 
time, by people with axes of all sizes and s.hapes.to grmd. 
Often, the studies are either deliberately m1sl~dmg or 
shockingly naive, reaching "logical" conclusions t.h~t 
make me respond with allegory: "Just becau~? b1lhon. 
people in China speak Chinese doesn't mean 1t s heredi­
tary." 

How did they arrive at that number? They just added 
up all the accidents involving pilots in their 50s and all the 
accidents involving pilots in their 60s, and crunched the 
numbers. 

But do you see a bit of circular logic here? The 
statistics include pilots from students to A TPs. But the 
group in their 50s includes airline pilots at their career 
peaks. The group in their 60s includes no airline pilots at 
all, because they are precluded from flying as airline 
pilots. 

In short, the study is circular and useless. 

Let's take a look at an FAA study. 

NV-050 L.A'5 VsGAS Rt.view .J~RNAL 

It's not the first logically flawed study that has stood 
as the basis for regulating .our Jives, nor will it be the last. 
And the lesson seems clear to me: It pays to think skepti­
cally, and don't stop asking questions.~ 
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i°~tters &Om our readers 

UFO mystery 

T o the editor: 
Arthur Chevalier's Dec. 13 

Readers Write column ("Claims of 
UFO 'experts' have no basis in 
fact") made some good points 
about pseudoscience, but it entirely 
miS'Ses the central point: govern­
ment refusal to make available un­
censored reports of alleged UFO 
sightings. Jimmy Carter promised 
to declassify all these documents, 
but he never did. 

So long as the federal govern­
ment continues in its arrogant 
fashion to withhold requested in­
formation, legitimate questions 
about UFOs will remain - even if 
(as is likely) the majority of those 
interested in UFOs are crackpots. 

JOE McCARTHY 
Las Vegas 

Flying saucers 
To the editor: 

Arthur Chevalier should stick to 
being a financial adviser rather 
than condemning KLAS-TV's 
George Knapp for his excellent 
documentary on UFOs. I have been 
a pilot for 44 years and have seen 
flying saucers, and I have talked to 
many airline pilots who also have 
seen them. 

As for government cover-ups, I 
could fill this newspaper with gov­
ernment cover-ups and lies. 

ROBERT L. WHITE 
Las Vegas 
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Lincolnton 
man says 
Tass wrong 
Aliens have certain 
look, says Fawcett 
By Donna Cox 
Gazette Staff Reporter 

LINCOLNTON - Soviet news 
repo rts about a 13-fe et-tall, 
three-eyed alien with a robot 
sidekick has divided skeptics 
from believers like the parting of 
the Red Sea. 

"Russ ian history is rich with 
Jl.EQ___literature," said George 
Fawcett of Lincol nton , a UFO 
investigator an d resea rcher for 
45 years. "Since they opened up 
wi th glasnost, the U.S. has cl osed 
down in releasing UFO in forma­
tion. " 

But Fawcett sa id Tass, the of­
fic ial Soviet news agency, mis­
reported th e height of the occ u­
pants who allegedly landed in 
Voronezh. a city about 300 miles 
southeast of J\ loscow. 

\'1 . 

The basic humanoid is 31/2 to 
4 feet ta ll , he said to se t the 
record straight. "The ones we've 
learned to give credence to have 
a la rge cra nium , and large 
wraparound eyes. " 

Ri chard 0. Ulin, a UNC-Chapel 
Hil l professor in internation al 
relati ons, said he doesn't put 
much stock in UFOs, aliens or 
the Tass report. 

Fawcett, state director of J\Tu­
tua l UFO Network, Inc., said he 
hopes the increased openness ' 
with the public of such reports 
wil l spu r greate r openness in the 
United States. 

"This is comm onplace," he 
said, citing 48 cases of la ndings 
and occupant encounters and 11 
cases of huma n abduction in 36 
cities across the state in the last 
80 years. 

And only 10 percent of people 
who see UFOs report them and 
eve n less report them when ab­
ducted, because of stigmas or 
fea rs of losing the ir jobs. 

Ulin , who tra veled to the So­
viet Un ion for five weeks Inst 
summer, said the topic of aliens 
never came up in his encounters 
with the people. 

"Tass has been taken in be fore 
on. more mu ndane things," he / 
sa1ri. I 1 
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Oregon network searches for 
real story 

By Tom Forstrom 
The Statesman Journal 

If you've seen a UFO, alert Skip 
Schultz. 

But please don't get weird about it, 
Schultz asks. Don't tell him that 
space creatures are here to save us or 
abduct us ... unless you have it in 
writing from the aliens themselves . 

Schultz is the state contact person 
fo r the Mutual UFO Network, an in­
ternational group t hat keeps tabs -
scientific tabs - on reported sight­
ings of Unidentified Flyi.ng Objects. 

Schultz investigates UFO sight­
ings, then writes up a report for the 
network's headquarters in Texas. 
" Researchers there will pull it apart 
and work on it," Schultz said. 

The Mutual UFO Network is a 
non-profit organization that is now 
in its 20th year of operation, Schultz 
said. Much of what it does is done on 
a volunteer basis. 

It is more like a hobby, Schultz, 
who also is a mechanic , said. 

"I've been inte rested in t he subject 
since I was a teen-ager," he said. " J 
decided to find some. organization 
that I could do something." 

Fast facts 
Have you seen a UFO recently? Re­

port your sighting to Skip Schultz of 
the Oregon Chapter of the Mutual 
UFO Network, Inc. His number in 
Woodburn is 981-2344. 

He started with the UFO network 
as a field investigator but was quick­
ly made state director. He, along 
with David Schiller of Salem, put out 
the MUFON Oregon Observer, a 
newsletter about UFO investiga­
tions. The most recent edition dealt 
with tfle- sig ting olallghted._<ili]ect 
seeninl~e-See.~11?-0ei--oy _s_cg res q_f 
people along a 50-mile stretcQ of the 
~egof1-~-Q~~t _betwe~ !:J _Oceansi9El and .. 
Warrenton. 

Other cases he has investigated in­
clude sightings in Sheridan, Salem 
and Gervais, where a family of six 
reported seeing a saucer-shaped, 
lighted object fly over their property 
and hover in a nearby field before 
taking off. 

"They swear by what they saw," 
Schultz said. 
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Close encounter 
George ·Fawcett of Lincolnt­

on a founder of the Mutual 
UFO Network of North Caroli­
na, will speak on "UFOs and 
UFOnauts: Facts and Phenom­
ena" at 7 p.m. Tuesday , Ja1~. 
23 'in the Weaver Center aud1-
to;ium, 300 S. Spring St. 

The Mount Airy native will 
show slides and tell stories 
based on his 45 years of re­
search including 1,500 case 
studie~ of sightings nation­
wide in a program sponsored 
by Guilford Technical Commu­
nity College. 

"I accept flying saucers and 
· the little men with ray guns for 

the same reason I accept Pro­
ject Apollo and the laser ray, 
because t hey've each been doc­
umented " Fawcett say , add­
ing that North .Car?lina is 
fourth in the nation m U FQ_ 
s~- . 

Tickets are $5. For more in-

formation, call 334-4822, exten­
sion 2303 (Greensboro ) or 
889-4545 (High Point). 

In the meantime , watch the 
skies . 

20 

Those interested in the international 
network can contact Schultz or write 
to the Mutual UFO Network, 103 Old­
towne Road, Sequin , Texas, 78155. 
Membership is $25 a year and in­
cludes the network 's monthly journal. 

"We try to find a natural phenom­
enon for what they 've seen. Some­
times we can, and sometimes we 
can't. About 90 percent turn out to 
be a natural phenomenon - a bright 
star or a plane - but 10 percent of 
the time we can't come up with any­
thing." 

And t hat's the intrigue for 
Schultz, who so far this year has 
spent about $400 of his own money 
on investigations. 

Schiller, a computer consultan t 
and desktop publishing expert, vo­
lunteered to write and publish the 
newsletter. 

"I read about UFOs for many 
years and I've always been curious 
about whether there are actual ex­
traterrestrial vehicles," Schiller said. 
His research ;ed him to back copies 

of the Mutual UFO Network's news­
letters. "I found them to be pretty 
scientific in their research. Then I 
met Skip and we talked about how a 
newsletter for people in Oregon 
might be useful." . 

Both Schiller and Schultz said 
some UFO-oriented groups tend to 
be pretty far out in their thinking. 

" A lot of people believe in UFOs as 
an unknown nemesis from beyond," 
Schiller said. "There's really some 
off-the-wall philosophy in literature, 
new-age believers who tend to have 
radical views. I tend to be more con­
servative. I'm not an evangelist on 
the subject." 

Some groups, Schiller said, believe 
that alien beings are coming to 
Earth as saviors, while others think 
they are coming to destroy us. " I 
kind of look down on that. It breeds 
a lot of fanaticism." 

Neither he nor Schultz discount 
the possibilities. 

Schultz said: "I myself have never 
seen anything, but I've talked to a lot 
of people who have. It's prett.y excit­
ing sometimes. It makes you won­
der." 
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