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fear threat
of space
inveders

By DAVIDY WO:0D
NEWHOUSE NE WS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The Cold War
may be over, but the Soviet Union’s
military air delenses are struggling
with a new threat: a seemingly
apparent invasion by flying saucers.

Dozens of sightings of uniden-
tified flying objects — disc-shaped
spacecrail with blinking lights and
pufonmmg, impossibly high-speed
manetivers — have been recounted
in the last few months, including
eyewitness reports from Soviet in-
terceptor pilots said to have been
corroborated by ground surveil-
lance radars.

“I am not a specialist on UFOs
and therefore I can only correlate
the data and express my own
supposition,” said Igor Maltsev, So-
viel general of aviation and chief of
the main staff of the Air Defense
IForces.

And his own supposition? Thal
UFOs exist and are piloted by
extra-terrestrials, he indicated in
an interview with a Moscow Com-
munist Parly newspaper, Rabo-
chaya Tribuna.

And they may not be (riendly.
Vladimir Akhaltsev was driving his
milk tanker truck one night in May,
when'he noticed a shining ball fols
lowing him. He tried to oulrun lt
gunning his rig up to 60 mph on the
fwisting road several hundred
miles south of Moscow before the

SEE INVADERS/7-A

Invaders
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10 gaoe up the chase.

i

Farmers who also saw the shin-
‘ng ba!' were said by the local
wewspa er to have demanded: “If
iirsty ! umanoids stcal our driver,
vho is going to deliver the milk?”

- Other Soviet reports, monitored
and di:iributed without comment
by the U.S. Air Force Technical
!nformanon Division and by the
btate Department, have UFOs sniff-

g around ‘theiipolitiéally irestive

republicof / Estonid;probing .with
mysterlous light rays a buried. gas
pipeline in Siberia and hovering
over the FFar Eastern vqlldge of Dal-
negorsk :

The Russians, a deeply supersu-
tious people with a historic mis-
trust of foreigners; have. aready
explanation: space dllens, perhaps
running out of supplies at home,
dre after - Russia's natural ‘re-
sources.

. “Specialists link thelr helghtened
mtelest here w1lh the varlety and

wealth of useful mmerals ” the offi-
cial government . ‘Radio  Moscow
explained in a dlspatch from Dal-
negorsk. :

Whatever their purpose, reports
of alien visits are exhaustively
checked out by the nation’s elite air
defense forces;'.that operate the
military’s. most sophisticated air-
craft and the powellul‘ network
ofsurveillance radar. -

By cohtrast, thie. Uplted States Air
Force says it stopped investigating
‘UFO sightings more than 20 years

_ago.

But the Soviet air defense forces
have had a bad case of the jitters
since 1987, when a 19-year-old West
German on a lark flew a single-en-

gine Cessna unmolested some 400 *

miles through Soviet airspace be-
fore buzzing President Gorbachev’s
Kremlin office and touching down
in Red Square. In the ensuing
uproar, the Soviet defense minister,
the chief of the air, defense forces
and other mlhtary lummarles were
sacked. i

Today, w1th those unpredlctable
Americans f{lying around in invisi-
ble “Stealth” aircraft, no air de-
fense general or lowly radarman is
gomg to overlook*an unexplamed

ladar bllp or ignore a hysterical
» phonecall

Like the 1ecent one from several
Soviet. policemen who breathlessly
reported this spring that they had
been shadowed by “two disc-shaped
UFOs” on a dark country road near
Krasnoyarsk. The policemen swore
that the saucers landed on a nearby
hilltop and “harassed” them with
rays of red and yellow light. The
spacecraft got away before Air De-
fense could respond.
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Golden calf

Canaanites
unearthed

By JOEL BRINKLEY
‘ NEW YORK TIMES

"‘ASI»IKELON, Israel — IHar-
vard University archeologists
excavating Canaanite ruins sur-
rounding the site of the ancient
port. cily -of Ashkelon have
Aunearthed a “golden calf” that
was an object of worship dating
from the second millennium B.C.
 The tiny image of bronze and
»othei' .metals was recovered
almost intact, with legs, ears, tail
and ‘one of its two horns still in
-place, even though the temple in
‘which it ;was housed was re-
¢tiueed to rubble during a con-
‘quest of ‘Ashkelon in about. 1550
R.C, mldway through.the Bnonze»

e(
. In the Bible, golden calves,
similar in form but conSIdelably
Jarger than the Ashkelon find,
-are referred to during the
‘Exodus, in ancient Jerusalem’s
Jiyalry with the northern, calf-
we)tshupmg Hebrew king Jero-
béam and in other Old Testa-
mentaccounts ; ‘

“According to the American

- June 26, it is-the only one of its

portant * evidence ‘help
explain : rellglous deVelopment
in this region.” - "

Jt was dated b, exammation of
the pottery and other. artifacts
found- alongside it, a. standard
archeological practice “The pot-
tery style had: ‘ulready been dem-
pnstrated to' be. of this period,
midway throughthe second mxl‘
lenniun B.C:

“It was a tally unexpectvd
find,” said ~Dr. Lawrence E.
Sta'g1er Dorot; professor of the
archeology of Israel at Harvard
and head of the team at work at
Ashkelon. ,

“The calf is about 4 1/2 inches
‘long, 4 1/4 inches tall and, weighs
just u under onepbund s

well: amculated

LI \'.”\ & rvm»‘t
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and was formed in parts.

. The armis, legs, horns, tail and
other parts were attached in
sockets, and they are of different
metals. )

* The body was of bronze, and bur-
nishing marks show that it was
probably kept polished to a high
gheen so that it resembled gold.
'The legs, head and genitals are of
é%gnctm believed o be silver,
thidugh the researchers have not yet
bien able to analyze it.

%.+The horns and tail were formed
fr copper wire. Since the little
dnlial has suffered mild corrosion,
1h ,gronze parts are dark green and
tH&Eilver is a rough lead color.
%iwTle animal is filled with a heavy
'fh 15:18 believed to be lead, and was
Jolifid lying on its side next to a
tha {ered pottery shrine in which it
Wyagimounted while in use.

e potlery vessel had an open-
ﬁ\ With doors. . :

v We believe it was displayed
lﬁﬂgng out, emerging from this
‘cowshed, which was a shrine to the
milk goddess,” Stager said of the

h

{tfie rubble of a temple. Only the
oiiiJHling’s foundations remain.

+45ome ‘scholars believe the early
fsraglites were a breakaway Canaa-
iiite'sect. i ‘
-“They ‘forged their own identity,
%ta er said, “by being in opposition
oifhe Canaanite religious matrix”
tha§prevailed in the region until it

(2
r .

wast swept out by the Philistines,
whit conquered the coastal area in
ahalt 1180 B.C.

“wilhe golden calf is believed to
hayé been the central object of
worthip for the Canaanites for
1,000 years or longer.

§ verse in the Old Testament

otk of Hosea; 13:1, illustrates the
Tetdiblites' ever-vigilant efforts to
Baflsh Canadnite worship of the
calf} which was sometimes used to
tepresent the Canaanite deity
knotwn as Baal. It reads:

' “Ephraim was a prince and a
%.é?éer, and he was exalted in
S
LiéH¥uffered death.

“Yot now they sin more and
niore; they cast for themselves
images, they use their silver to
make idols, all fashioned by crafts-
men. It is said of Ephraim: “They
offer hwman sacrifices and  kiss
calf-images.™

“Therefore they will be like the
morning wist, like dew that van-
ishes early, like chaff blown from
the threshing floor or smoke from a
chimney.”

The Ashkelon calf was believed
to have been in use several hun-
dred years before the first Israelite
f_kmgdom was founded, until Ashke-

¥ loijjwas conquered by the Egyptians
‘}h‘ hout 1550 B.CC -

¢ calf and shrine were found -

el. But, guilly of Baal-worship, '

Four evil-eyed creatures
came in bullet-shaped
starship, farmer claims

A Mexican farmer says space aliens kidnappe:!
his wife and ate his hunting dog in one of the wildes!

close encounters ever.

Authorities will neither con- [

By JIMMY SNEAD |

firm nor deny that they are in- UFO with one of the aliens
vestigating the incident. But 53- | while the other three shot an}
year-old Enrique Cedillo says |killed Cedillo’s bird dog with a
one of the aliens left behind a |laser device — and proceeded
strange metal glove that proves |to eat it raw, bones included

his incredible story.

“Tears were streaming down

“They took my wife and |my face but I still couldn't mov«
they ate my dog. I spit on those [and had to watch those mon
cr:eatures from space,” said Ce- | sters eat my dog Pepe,” said C«
dillo. “Why did they do this to |dillo. :

me when I did nothing to

them?
“They are evil to the bone.”

“When they finished thex
went back to their ship. 1
made a loud whistling noiso

The farmer says the strange [and lifted straight up in the
encounter took place on his [air. It wobbled for a few sec-
farm west of Fresnillo, Mexico, |onds and then it vanished.

on May 21. A bullet-shaped

“When it was gone 1 could!

spacecraft appeared overhead [move again. That's when |

" as he was working in a field, h

e |[found what they left behind, 4

claims, and landed less than 50 [ tiny metal glove.”

feet from his house.

A spokesman for the Fres.

_“Four evil-eyed creatures no |nillo Police Departmeni con
bigger than children came out | firmed that Cedillo reporiad his
of the craft' and marched into | wife was kidnapped and his dd;f
my housg like they owned it,”’ |was killed but refused to say
said Cedillo. “I started to run |whether the incidents ar+ un
after them but I couldn’t move |der investigation.

my legs. I was paralyzed. I
_couldn’t even scream.”

M.ilitary officials exaiuined
Cedillo’s glove but they ‘“won't

While the farmer stood mo-|comment either.
tionless.in his field, the extra-| “People think I'm crazy but
terrestnpls emerged from the |I’'m sane,” said the [arm«;r 2 6
house with Cedillo’s wife Car-|my wife was here she %'4'c.ml("¢

zombie.

‘men, 61, following like a|tell you.

“But she isn't here. She is

_She allegedly boarded the|gone.”

the creatures paralyzed him.

(A
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AMAZED SCIEN-
TISTS say a coWw be-
iieved to have been ab-
ducted by a flying
saucer is pregnant with
an unearthly fetus that
has two hearts and feet
like a duck!

The cow is now being
kept in a university labo-
ratory, where a panel of
worldwide experts is wait-
ing breathlessly for it to de-
liver its weird offspring.

Lo

& ARMER LOTZ MAHMET
told strange story or UFO

“We have taken cell sam-
ples and a series of ultra-
sound pictures,” says Pro-
fessor Radzwil Arikan, a
leading veterinary re-
searcher.

Webbed feet

“They show the fetus to
be similar to a bovine fetus
except for several abnor-
malities.

“It has two well-devel-
oped hearts and larger
than normal eyes. And it
appears that the animas
will have webbea feert like
a duck 1nstead of hooves.”

{
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Almost more incredible
than the offspring growing
inside the cow is the story
of how the cow became
pregnant. Farmer Lotz
Mahmet claims the ani-
mal was abducted by space
aliens in a saucer-shaped
craft. :

“It. was twilight and 1
was in the field looking at

my anmmals,” recalls Lotz.
“Suddenly, I saw an orange

Cow CoN‘T

“Jazim just floated up!
into the belly of the object, .
which seemed to be made
out of an orange metal. She

disappeared inside and the
spaceship shot off into the
sky.” :

Terrified and confused,
Lotz sat in the field in the
dark. He was afraid to tell
his family what he had
seen because he was con-
vinced they'd think he’d
lost his mind.

Tkl BesAdy it Bl

meted’ to édrth “and was
soon hovering about seven
or right meters above the
same spot.

“Jazim suddenly ap-
peared from underneath

.ground. A ring of fire
'burned briefly in the grass
.around her. Then the
glowing object disap-

\and just floated down to the

glow in the distant sky. It
became larger and larger
until soon it was hovering
over my cow. Jazim, and
shined a beam of light )
down on her.
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Suspicious

“About. two hours later,
saw the orange ball
among the stars directly
overhead,” he says.

peared into the heavens-

without a sound.”

i The next day, Lotz
ishowed neighbors the ring
lon the ground and told
‘them the story.

1§90

FO Expert Claims . . . . *ﬂ

5 Miracle Cures — By Space Al

Aliens from outer space have
used their incredible powers to
heal people with physical prob-
lems, reveals a lop UFO re-
searcher.

“Cases range from persons who |
grew back lost teeth to others whose
, crippling diseases spontaneously van-
ished,” said Brad Steiger, author of
“The UFO Abductors.”

Over the last 25 years, he’s gath-
ered hundreds of accounts from peo-
ple around the world. Here are some
of his most intriguing cases:

4 In the early 1980s, a woman
farmer called Mrs. M saw her badly
infected hand healed within minutes
after her encounter with aliens, ac-
cording to Steiger. Mrs. M’s hand was

swollen and oozing, and when she
went to her doctor, he gave her anti-
biotics, bandaged the hand and said it
| would heal in about a month.

The next morning, she was in a
field when she saw a luminous egg-
shaped object approaching her.

“A door seemed to open in the craft
and the next thing she knew, she was
in a brilliantly lit room filled with
high-tech equipment,” said Steiger.

the examination,
the field — and she
completely healed!

from Brazil grew new

AL

“Three small 'creaturés‘ 'sux_fk o‘ux‘}dedv 1
her, each wearing & maskjcy o, -5 |

WiNe
il

Mrs. M became iincofiscious during
then woke back in
found her hand

A toothless 80-year-old farmer
teeth within
two months after his abduction by
four small men in a silver circular-
shaped craft in 1978, according to

Steiger. The strange beings examined
the man, then released him un-
harmed — and his first teeth ap-
peared about two weeks later.

4 A man named Bertram had an
enlarged liver since birth and was
told it would never become normal,
but he proved the doctors wrong after
his encounter with a UFO.

Bertram was skiing down a remote
slope in Finland a few years ago when
he was caught in a white beam of light
from an egg-shaped UFO.
| The UFO left several minutes later.
'When Bertram went for a physical af-
ter a few days, doctors found his liver
had shrunk to a normal size.

@ Wheelchair-bound Richard T
overcame a nerve disease after his en-
counter with a UFO in 1982 in Michi-

2 3

gan, said Ste_igexj.

G e e L g

"¢ Whent=Jaziin - showed
¢ signs of being pregnant a

month later, he became

- suspicious because the cow
hadn’t been near any bulls
for nearly a year.

A local veterinarian
‘called Dr. Arikan after he
detected abnormalities in
thg‘pregnancy.

'he cow was shipped to

the professor’s lab in An:
kara, Turkey. “I cannot
Fonﬁrm or dispute the
armer’s story about the
UFO abductizg the covle.("’
says Dr. Arikan.

“T'he only thing | know is
the cow will soon deliver an
animal that’s never . been

seen . before on earth”
FLAMINGO STARR.,

b Ay

“One evening he was enjuying ihe
solitude of a beach when a 100-foot-

long torpedo-shaped UFO appeared

above him. He entered a trance siate
and he and his wheelchair were so:ne-
how lifted into the craft.

“There, he was examined by alitns
and the next thing he remombe:ed,

‘he was once again beside his vai.

«Amazingly, over the coming
weeks, his condition rever:=d itsolf.
Finally, he was able to walk sgain.”

@ Mae M from Mississippi over-
came crippling joint pain after her
1977 encounter with aliens, according
to Steiger.

“In the UFO examination 1oom, ine
of the aliens passed some type of vod
over her body again and ag:xin.

“When Mae awoke the nuxt murn-
ing, her pain was all gone - - and her
joint pain remained in remission ¢ver

since.”
— "TEVE ''QZ




vernment's
Secrvet Quest for Extraterrestrials.
By Howard Blum. Simon and
Sci.uster, 304 pp., $19.95. Available
in carly September. '

"HE WATCHERS: The Secret De-
sivn Belind UFO Abduction. By
ymond E. Fowler. Foreword by
itley Sirieber. Bantam, 386 pp.,
1.95. :

i JOE DIRCK

since 1947, when amateur pilot
¥ nneth Arnold saw something
ocd in the sky over Mount Rainier
i Washington and an anonymous
copy editor attaching a headline to
a wire service account of the inci-
dint coined the phrase “flying
saucers,” public fascination with
“{he idea of intelligent life on other
~planets has at times waned, but
never faded entirely.

Want more? Here are some
other recent UFO fitles:
M First Contact: The Search
; for Extraterrestrial intelligence
(NAL, $19.95) edited by Ben Bova
. and Byron Preiss: For the serious
student, this collection of essays
by writers ranging from renowned
@ astronomer Frank Drake to sci-
| ence fiction guru Arthur C. Clarke
offers some of the best current
| scientific thinking on the possibil-
¢ ity of alien life.
B The Gulf Breeze Sightings

(Morrow, $21.95) by Ed Walters
and Frances Walters: The Wal-
terses saw some UFOs. They took
pictures. They're convinced, but in

“Out There,” Howard Blum says
the government’s UFO Working
Group scientists looked into the
Gulf Breeze Incldents and weren't

- During slow periods — sightings

100 impressed PD/TERENCE OLIVER
The UFO Cover-up: What

the Government Won’t Say

(Prentice Hall, $9.95, paper) by

Lawrence Fawcett and Barry J.

Greenwood: Originally published

in 1984 under a different title, this

is a variation on an old theme —

THEY'RE LYING TO US! Strictly

for conspiracy freaks.

M Unexplained Mysteries of
the 20th Century
(Contemporary, $13.95) by Janet
and Colin Bord: UFOs . .. plus
Bigfoot, Loch Ness, ghosts, reli-
gious miracles and spontaneous
human combustion. If it's weird,
they've got it.

— Joe Dirck

..of unidentified flying objects,

UFOs, seem to come in bunches —
the flame is tended by a small but
committed cadre of believers, who
range from serious scientists to the
seriously spaced out.

But when public attention is
drawn to the subject, the interest
can be intense, if fleeting. “Close

Encounters of the Third Kind,” :

“E.T.,” Whitley Strieber’s “Commu-
nion” — each attests to the poten-
tial drawing power of UFOs. And,
as in the case of all modern cul-
tural phenomena, such upwellings
of public fascination inevitably
spawn a rash of imitators.

5

. How else to explain the flurry of
recent books on UFOs than to
blame it on Strieber, whose contro-
versial “non-fiction” accounts of
his purported abduction by aliens

in “Communion” and “Transfor-
mation” became best sellers?
Ironically, Strieber is back this
summer with “Billy,” a thoroughly.
earthbound novel about an all-too-
real form of abduction — child
kidnapping. But there are a num-
ber of new UFO books out, some
published by major houses, and
any one of them would gladly
assume the mantle as this year's
“Communion.” :



Readers hoping for unequivocal
proof either way, however, be fore-
warned: It won’t be found here. As
it has since the Kenneth Arnold
days, the UFO mystery ultimately
comes down to a leap of faith for
each individual. Either you be-
lieve or you don't.

Howard Blum, a former investi-
gative reporter for the New York
Times and the author of “I Pledge
Allegiance,” about the Walker fam-
ily spy case, was one of those who
didn’t. In fact, he writes at the be-
ginning of “Out There,” he was
fairly annoyed when a U.S. intelli-
gence source interrupted a deep
background interview about the
Walker matter to tell him of a se-
cret government team investigat-
ing UFOs.

But the tip panned out, and
Blum eventually managed to wade
through the official denials and
confirm that there is indeed a top-
secret panel of eminent scientists
called the UFO Working Group,
charged with determining if there
is intelligent life “out there.”
FFormed during the Reagan admin-
istration and continued under
Bush, the team already has inves-
tigated several unexplained UFO

sightings. It hasn’t found anything
definitive — or at least if it has, it
didn’t tell Blum — but the group’s
very existence gives the lie to the
government’s standard and
longstanding disavowals of any

concerns at all aboutUP‘Ots“‘f i
There is some pretty interesti

ng

stuff here. A fair estimate is that:

there is about a magazine article’s
worth, even allowing for all the

how-I-got-the-story - padding ' Blum:*'
throws in. Unfortunately, he has an -
entire book to fill up about the gov-
ernment's  secret  quest  for
extraterrestrials, so after telling all
he knows about the UFO Working
Group, he has no cholce but to
wander off in several different di-
rections. iy

There is a lengthy section on the
development of radio telescopes,
with which scientists hope some-
day to hear messages from other
planets. Again, this is interesting,
but hardly a secret. 'Blum also
walks the reader through NASA’s
Search for Extraterrestrial Intelli-
gence (SETI) program, which like-
wise is no secret and frankly
doesn’t sound all that difrerent
from the hush-hush - Working
Group. et

Still a few pages short, Blum
offers a quirky account” of
Elmwood, Wis., where enterpris-
ing residents capitalize on some
well-publicized sightings a few
years ago by holding UFO Days, an
annual summer festival. And he in-
troduces us {o a bizarre character

who claims he workéd on a CIA
plot to drive UFO believers crazy,
a story even Blum seems to find
hard to swallow. '

But the bottom line is ... there.

LIFO FIELD
ColNT

i5° 110! bottom: line. Blurm has his
suspicions' about how much' the
govertiment is hiding, but he can

- only speculate on what it might be.

As one source tells him: “liven the
government doesn't know what the
government knows." '

_ If Raymond E. Fowler's theory is
correct, it probably doesn't matter
anyway. “The Watchers” postulates
that there is a race of aliens so
advanced that we could no more
interact with them than a worm
could hold a meaningful conversa-
tion = with a  human. These
“watchers,” as he calls them, have
been around since the beginning of
time keeping an eye on mankind.

" The book (with a foreword by
Strieber) is Fowler's third based
upon the hypnosis-induced mems-
cties 'of Betly Andreasson Luca,
Who ¢laims to have been repeat:
edly abducted by aliens since
childhood. In investigating the
case, Fowler undergoes hypnosis
himself, and guess what? Turns out
HE was abducted, too!

While this is presented -in all
sincerity, the book works only for
those readers who buy inte the ba-
sic premise.. Those who don't will

-wonder what they've gotten them-

selves into.
Count this reviewer among the
latter.
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UFO TERROR SWEEPS

MILLLIONS OF terrified Central Afnericans are
convinced that UFO aliens are watching over them
and planning an imminent invasion — and they

have good reason to believe it!

Panic has swept over the nations oquatem.ala, Costa
Rica and Nicaragua since circular-shaped objects with
bright red lights were first spotted hovering over the
mountains. y

Hundreds of UFO sightings are being r_eported each
night by upstanding citizens who pull their cars to the
roadsides for glimpses of visiting spaceships. i

Massive traffic jams have been occurring on hlgh.ways
near the mountains since the UFOs began appearing.

“] think the space aliens are coming back to re-es-
tablish contact with the Mayans,” explains Dr. Julio Sam-
uel, who says he’s spotted UFOs every night for the past

S.
Slx“lwz?renksure they must be looking for 'I‘.ikal. "I‘ha.t’s the
ancient Mayan capital they may have built which is only
200 miles north of Guatemala City,” he says.

1990

VTRAL AMERICA

“Researchers know that Tikal was not built b man

-alone, so I'm not surprised that these beings have re:

turned to Guatemala.”

Although most of the people believe that the unex
plained objects are spaceships from other galaxies, some
try to explain the sightings as drug traffickers trying to
evade radar detection with the latest equipment

But the Guatemalan government is taking the crisis
very seriously.

i - Unexplained

“We're concerned because we've had thousands of re-
ported sightings,” says a government spokesman. “All of
these people can’t be imagining things. Something un-
explained is definitely taking place over our country.

“We've set up four observation posts to track Lhe air-
craft, but so far they've avoided detection.

“Some of our air traffic controllers say they’'ve srpottgd
some erratic patterns on their radar screens, but they dis-
appear before we can make contact.” ~ KEN 'HARA

L

PR SN N NN S 1




T

Venus

PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — Geolo-
gists may get a glimpse of what
Earth's surface was like a few bil-
lion years ago when the Magellan
spacecralt's radar pierces the
clouds of Venus o reveal secrets of
an alien terrain.

~ “Venus is the last of the inner
planets we are exploring in detail,
and probably is the most important
from the point of vmw of under-
standing the Earth,” said Jim Head,
a member of NASA% Magellan sci-
ence team and a geology professor
?lIBrown Universily in Providence,
L

Magellan fired its braking rocket
and slipped into orbit around
Venus on Friday afler a 15-month,

948-million-mile voyage froin Earth. -

Engineers al NASA's Jel Propul-
sion Laboratory monitored the
spacecrafl’s health yesterday so it
will be ready by Sept. 1 to use its
radar to peer through thick Venu-
sian clouds and make the most de-
tailed pictures and maps yet of the
planet's landscape.

Magellan
smoothly that it used very little
thruster fuel to point it properly
while the rocket fired. So Magellan
weighs more and moves faster than

probema Lart
Magellan radar to pierce C“lwes

entered orbit so-

AT T

R

secrets of an alien terrain

expected, making the low point in
ils orbil 183 miles above Venus

instead of 171 miles as planned,:
John

- said  navigation  chief
McNamee.

The orbit is so good that an ad-
justment maneuver planned for
Aug. 28 will not be needed, Magel-
lan project manager Tony Spear
said yesterday.

Magellan is designed to study the
geology and geography of Venus,
heated to 900 degrees Fahrenheit
by a “greenhouse effect” gone ber-
serk.

Venus' high temperature  and
crushing -almodspheric;* pressure

* might make rock:in the' planet’s
crust much thinner and more flexi-
ble than Earth’s, Head said.

So Venus may resemble Earth be-
fore our home planet’s crust cooled
off and broke into colossal plates.
Those plates now drift across the
face of the Earth, moving whole
continents and colliding to uplift
mountain ranges and trigger volca-
nic eruplions and earthquakes.

Most of Earth’s original surface
was destroyed long ago by erosion
and plate movements, so “we have
grave difficulty answering funda-
mental questions about the early
history of the Earth,” Head said.

While Venus is hol, dry and
lifeless, “il is very similar in size
and densily and also is the closest
planet to the Earth,” he said. “Thal
means it probably had {he most
similar conditions when the planels
formed (4.6 billion years ago). So if
we want to study another planet to
learn something about the early
Iarth, Venus is a good candidate.”

Learning how Venus’ crust inoves
and is deformed “will tell us a lot
more about the Earth,” said Steve
Saunders, NASA’s chief scientisl
for Magellan.

Magellan may setile debale over
competing theories that scek to
explain the creation of Venus' con-
tinent-like highlands, which in
clude Africa-sized Aphrodite l'erra,
Auslralia-sized Ishiar Terra and
Hawaii-like Beta Regio.
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. AUSTRALIAN AS-
TRONOMERS have de-
termined once and for
all that we are not alone
after making contact
with space aliens by ra-
diol

Amazingly, the stunned
scientists say an extrater-
restrial civilization has
been sending messages to
us for hundreds of years,
but earth radio telescopes
were developed only in the
past 50 years and were
aimed in the wrong direc-
tion.

“Until now, all radio tele-
scopes were located in the

| by FRANCIS SHIFFLETT |

northern hemisphere, in
the U.S. and Europe,” says
Dr. Herbert Bockris, the
project’s director.

“They failed to monitor
radic transmissions from
the southern skies. This
the part of the galaxy from
which these alien mes-
sages are coming from.”

Amaze

The Australian radio
telescope uses the latest in
space-age technology to si-
multaneously momtor
more than nine million ra-
dio channels in deep space.

Scientists listen for high-
frequency signals with re-
peating patterns — the

telltale signs of an alien

broadcast.

The giant antenna had
been operating for only sev-
eral hours when it began
picking up these signals.

“We listened in
amazement,” recalls Dr.
Bockris. “It was a series of
beeps With an almost mu-

e were convinced be-
yond a shadow of a doubt
that it was a mess
ing beamed to us by intel-
ligent life.”

But the real surprise oc-
curred a few days later
when the radio transmis-
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“The beeps ended, there
was static for several min-
utes, then a low pitched
moaning came over the
Rockr

“It was an ahen
aking in =2
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members
voice s
guage unlike anvthmg T've
ever heard in my life.
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® THE ALIEN broadcast
was taped and is being
analyzed by experts

“The voice droned on and
on, punctuated by beeps,
clicks and a gurgling sound

as if it was clearing its

&L«»nnA

Distant planet

“I could not even begin to
guess what it was saying.
but from its gentle tone I
would assume it was a
message of |

eace

lyzed by researchers
around the world.

Meanwhile, scientists at
the facility near Norse-
man, Australia are now at-
tempting to pinpoint the
distant planet that is send-
ing tae radio transmis-
sions.

“Once we find out where
it's coming from, we’ll be
able to send greetings of
our own.” Dr. Bockris says.



HREDDED wheat has replaced Stone-
henge as Britain’s biggest mystery.
Huge circles and other strange shapes
are appearing ‘overnight in wheat fields —
and sleuths all over the country are trying
to explain who or what is responsible.
There’s a $10,000 prize for anyone who
can solve the great grain mystery. So far
suggestions include thugs on motorbikes,
kids with lawnmowers and giant UFOs.
Here are some other weird and wonder-
ful theories:

Farmer Geoff Cooper says neighbors
think the circles are created by mating
hedgehogs rolling over and over in the
fields. But he worked out it would take
40,000 of them to make a circle overnight.
~ When circles appeared in his fields in
the south of England last summer, he con-
tacted a local military base. “We thought
helicopters were
doing it,” he says.
“They said a heli-
copter could
make that shape
only if it was fly-
ing upside down
and stationary.”
Colin Andres,
an electrical en-
gineer who be-
lieves there is a
link between the
high number of
UFO sightings in
the area and the
sudden appear-

WHEAT'S U

g DOU
Scientists are baftled as giant pictures appear
overnight in farmers’ fields. Are they messages from
outer space? The work of hoaxers? Or are they
done by sex-mad hedgehogs?

The massive circles dwarf people standing nearby. Mating hedgehogs were blamed
until one farmer estimated it would take 40,000 to make a circle in one night.

Colm Andres says there have been a
high number of UFO sightings in the area
where the circles have appeared.

o A T s

ance of the shapes, says, “The circles seem
to be elaborate pictograms created by
some sort of intelligent life force. Farmers
have told me about amber lights hovering
35 ft. above the ground for 15 seconds
before disappearing. The next morning,
they have discovered a circle in the exact
spot where the light was.”

Rubbish, says Dr. Terence Meaden, a
British physicist who has been tracking
the circles since 1989 and claims a “spin-
ning ball of air,” highly charged with elec-
tricity, hits the crop and marks out a cir-
cle. “Hills interrupt wind flow,” he
explains. “Then there’s turbulence on the
downward side.”

Another circle expert, Jenny Randles,
believes they are formed by a powerful
electronic force field. “We have 12 eyewit- §
ness accounts of the rings forming and the
witnesses have
felt their skin
burning and hair
standing on end. fif
It is not a space- {f
ship,” she says. "%
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hen I was young and learn-
Wing my trade as a physicist,
things couldn’t  happen
rapidly enough to suit me. Once, 1

prominent researcher who spent
part of the year in this country and
the rest in Ausiralia. When I
reached him by phone, he informed
me that he was leaving the country
in a matter of days,

p()s(ponemcnt. he

more months won't change any-
thing.”

In managing my reactions to the

delays caused by the optical flaw in -
the Hubble Space Telescope, I have.

tried to retain that lofty, detached

way of looking at things, not always

with complete success.
Most physical .sclentists‘

data from the device, expecting
answers (o old questions us well as
the discovery of new things never
imagined. Edwin Hubble, the astro-
nomer for whom {he telescope is
named, helped design the 200- mch
Hale telcscope wlmh was pul in

RON HAYBROH

SCIENCE NOJEBOOK

operatiori at Moun! Palomar, near

San Diego, in 1949, When asked
what he hoped to fixxd with the pow-
erful  instrument, he replied,
“something we hadi't expected.”

Any excitement about revelations

from the Hubble is diffuse and hard
to focus; but there are known ques-
tions {o be. mvestlguted The Hub-
ble advisory council established

several key-projects for the first:

year of operation. But this research
for the most part must "be:, post-

poned until in-orbit repairs can be

made. Perhaps the most exciting of
these is the more accurate deter-
mination of distances to other ga-
laxies.

|
In another of the enchanting con-
nech ns that oceur regularly in the
ment of science, this work

1'5 a irect extension of Hubble's
own research It was he who first
“measured” the distance to another
galaxy, proving that the Milky Way
is just one of a multitude of these
vast families o7

that 1 should °
call him in the fail when he re- °
turned. At my protest over the .
exclaimed, -
“Young man, I have been working -
on this problem for 10 years. A few

have .
been eagerly awaiting the flow of |

AKRON BtACQM

Man has-all the time'i

The night sky reveals many
glowing, fuzzy patches, called
nebulae, after the Greek for cloud.
For a long time, astronomers
argued about the nature of these
objects. Some thought that they
were clouds of glowing gas that
were relatively nearby, that our
Milky Way was the whole of the uni-
verse. Others believed that at least
some of the visible nebulae were
other “island universes,” other ga-
laxies separated from our own by
vast stretches of empty space.

In 1924, Hubble established that
some of the nebulae were in fact
galaxies, made up of hundreds of
billions of stars. His discovery was
based on the observation of a spe-
cifie type of star, called a “Cepheid
variable.”

The "most noteWorthy aspect of
this kind of star is the fact that its
brightness fluctuates at a regular
rate. Furthclmoxe, the period of

this variation is directly related to:

the average brightness of the star. If

the period is known, the average
brightness can be inferred. The
best-known Cepheid is Polaris, the
North Star, but .its changes in
brightness are not very prominent.
In the most extreme cases, the light
output of such a star can change by
almost a factor of 10 in a period of
about two months. Analysis of the
light from a Cepheid variable re-
veals that the variation in bright-
ness is accompanied by a pulsation
in the star’s size.

The first Cepheid, so named
since it is located in the constella-
tion Cepheus, was discovered in
1784. But it was not until the early
part of this century that the bright-
ness-period relation was noted.
This discovery was made by Hen-
rietta Leavitt, an astronomer at the
Harvard College Observatory, from
observations made on the stars of
the Magellanic Clouds, two small
galaxies visible from the Southern
Hemisphere.

For the nearest stars — those out
to about 100 light-years — distance
can be meéasured directly by a tech-
nique similar to that used by sur-
veyors. Beyond this  tiny
“neighborhood,” all ‘astronomical
distances are estimated from the
comparison of the apparent bright-

ness of an object to. how much light .
it is expected to emit.

\0
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The catch is knowing how bright
the object really is, and that is why
Leavitt’s discovery was so impor-
tant. Measuring the period of light
variation for a Cepheid is ecasy.
Once this measurement is made,
the observer can look up the aver-
age intrinsic brightness in a table
similar to the one originally assem-
bled by Leavitt. Afler measuring
the average apparent brightness of
the star, the astronomer can calcu-
late its distance.

Hubble's  breakthrough came
with a photograph he made of the
Andromeda nebula in October 1923.
Inspection of this plate compared
to earlier ones revealed a Cepheid.
From the period of light variation,
Hubble was able to calculate the
distance to Andromeda, proving it
is much farther away than any
object in the Milky Way and demon-
strating that it is another galaxy.
Modern estimates put Andromeda
about 2 million light-years from us.

In subsequent work, Hubble
identified many other galaxies and
pushed his measurements of dis-
tances out to 500 million light-
years. And by analyzing the light
from these distant objects, he made

. a monumental discovery. Beyond”

our immediate neighborhood, ga?;
laxies are moving away from us.:
The farther away a galaxy is, the’
more rapidly it is moving. In 1931,
Hubble and collaborator Milton Ilui
mason announced these fi ndmgs

which implied that the universe ls

expanding.

Subsequent speculations based
on these data led to the notion o['*
the Big Bang, that the universe:
must have begun with all its matter
packed in a ball that exploded and
spread the raw material of the ga-
laxies in all directions.

When the lubble telescope is:
repaired, an early task will be to:
look for Cepheids in galaxies threc¢!
times as far away as can now he
seen from Earth. The goal is to sig-",
nificantly improve estimates of
astronomical distances.. This willx
advance our quest to learn how old-
the universe is and may help us de»‘-
termine how it will end, queshonsvl
for which Hubble laid the ground-#
work with his observations. i

Meanwhile, those of us who drm
inclined to be impatient will get az
chance to practice our self-control.. !

Haybron is an associate projessor‘

“of physzcs at Cleveland State Unwerc
: S'tty i i
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Or are they? This UFO story, which began Wiﬂ‘l“ pughg;g;pise. may now be fading into moon mist

he story has the tattered, B-movie
charm of an old science fiction flick
— the kind where the budget was
blown on special effects and there
was no money left over to hire a
scriptwriter.

It's about a guy who lived quiet-
ly in a small town with his wife and two kids
until one day aliens showed up in his back yard.

They were aboul. 4 feet tall, and they walked
around in silver spacesuits with weapons that
looked like cosmie catlle prods. They also had a
blue beam on their spaceship, and occasionally
they used it to paralyze him. But they weren’t
really malevolent beings —— just rude, like house
guests who overstay their welcome. They just
kept zipping around in their {lying saucers in a
kind of holding pattern over his house and com-
municating telepathically with him.

Somelimes they spoke in Spanish, sometimes in
Iinglish. They were preity lousy conversational-
ists in both languages. They said things like: “We
have come for you, Zeehas,” and “Do not resist
us” and “Photographs are not permitted.”

It wouldn’t win an Oscar, that dialogue. It's had
even by B-movie standards.

Not to worry. This was not Hollywood. This
was real life. At least, so says Ed Walters.

WALTERS IS A BUILDING CONTRACTOR
in the tiny Florida Panhandle town of Gulf
Breeze. That much is definitely true. The rest is a
hit. harder to believe and may have more to do
with Walters” rapport, with a Polaroid than with
interstellar beings.

Two years ago, Walters began telling his :
strange story of saucer-like crafls, blue beams and PHOTO COURTESY OF JENNIFER BLOOM
munchkin-sized creatures who called him “Zee-

3G

has” and once showed up on his patio, waving Jennifer Bloomberg says Ed Wallers took this photograph (above) of her to show thal

their zappers.

-there was a ghost over her shoulder. The ghost’s two luminous eyes, skeletal mouth and

Yes, he said, he knew it sounded crazy, but he thin arm can be seen reaching out toward the girl. Walters’ photographs of what he says

had proof: a series of about 40 Polaroid photos @'e alien spacecraft (right) have been disputed by other UFO experts.

_ ” CONT NET FARE



he'd taken over several weeks — the period dur-
in; which the aliens supposedly pestered him,
usually in the middle of the night, before they
dizappeared. There were no photos of the aliens
in his collection, which Walters pasted up in a
fainily photo album in the den of his ranch-style
home. But there were plenty of shots of the
U:'0s that showed, in great detail, the luminous,
sa:cer-shaped crafts — soiietimes as many as
thee of them —- hovering over the suburban
la:idscape.

iid Walters and his UFFO) photo album made
for great entertainment. Fo: a time, UFO enthu-
siests and reporlers converged on Gull Breeze.
Fiorida magazine did a cove: story on Iid and his
phiotos on March 20, 19&8, titled: ‘“They’re
heceeere.”

Now, they're baaaack.

id and his alleged UFOs have returned in the
form of a book, published |y William Morrow &
Cumpany, a major New %ork publishing firm.

‘e Gulf Breeze Sightings: "'he Most Astounding
M ultiple Sightings of UFCs in U.S. History is
Ed’s $21.95 hardback version of his saucer en-
counters. It includes many of the Polaroid photos
he took. &

WValters always said he had nothing to gain and
everything to lose by coming forward with his
U0 story. The book may prove him wrong.

He has already been paid a $200,000 advance.
Aun offer for television rights to his story would

PHOTO COURTESY (

ED WALTERS

bring him as much as another $450,000.

Wild as his story may sound, Walters has some
earnest supporters, including city council mem-
bers and at least one bona fide scientist.

There have been no hecklers at book-signing
sessions and UFO seminars in Gulf Breeze. In-
stead, people have patted him on the back and
called him a hero for “coming forward.”

Duane Cook, editor of The Gulf Breeze Senti-
nel, says he is “99 percent sure” that Walters had
a close encounter. Bruce Macabee, a physicist
who has been Walters’ scientific champion all
along, remains convinced that the photos are real
and that Walters is telling the truth. (Macabee's
scientific objectivity has been questioned for sev-
eral reasons, the main one being that, unlike the
aliens who have yet to make a dime, Macabee is
receiving a cut of the proceeds of the book —-
roughly $20,000 from Walters as payment for
writing an introduction.)

But the disbelievers have been just as enthusi-
astic as the believers. Over the past two years,
several debunkers have tried to disprove Walters’
story.

An interesting, if inconclusive, approach was a
scientist who suggested: “The nexL time you talk
to those aliens, ask them if they've figured out
how to harness nuclear fusion. Maybe they
know.” If they did, they weren’t talking. Walters
never came back with an answer from the blue
beamers. 3
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Most ."’:f the: debunkers focused on analyzing |
the photus, luoking for telltale signs that they
had bee:: docet. red. .

"The siagincss of some of the photos, and the °

fact t‘hai, they were just foo perfect bothered
some investig:tors. o
“They tooked hokey to me from the start,” says
I’l!illip Klass, a former senior editor with Awvi-
ation Week n agazine. The composition of many |
of the photos *.as the UFOs preciscly in the mid- |
d!e of the fravie or just off center. Symmetry is |
nice for family photos. But when you see it in the
work of an an:ateur photographer who has sup-
pose(.lly Just been surprised by the appearance of |
an alien space vaft and snapped off a quick shot,
you wonder. Common sense dictates that such a
situation doesn’t lend itself to a steady hand and
careful compogition. i
Suspicions vi.ere easy to come by, but proof of
a hoax was an:ther matter. Xd had used an old
Poliroid fur every one of the shots — the kind
thal requires the photographer to vank the film
out of the caiera, manually. With that model
camera, ~leptics quickly noted, it was possible to

“ take one shot, save the film in the camera, and

then take anotl or shot, producing a double expo- .
Sure. .

One debunker claimed to have rcomputer—en;
]l;.m(,‘ed‘ a %)}IOQZ\; that shows a column supporting
the UFO. Walt: rs and Macabee said it was a flaw

in the filhm, oD

T

' bunking effort has to do with a

The ‘ghosi’ (right) that appeared over Jennifer Bloomberg’s
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But the most interesting de-

different set of pictures alto-
gether, Those who have ana-
lyzed these pictures say il’s not
little men from outer space
who are chasing [Ed Walters.

It's a ghost. A ghost of his
own making.

And it’s come back to haunt
him,

A set of photos allegedly
taken by Walters, with the
same Polaroid camera, was ac-
quired and copyrighted by Dr.
Willy Smith of Altamonte
Springs, a former physics pro-
fessor and a former associate
of the late UFO expert J. Allan
Hynek.

Smith believes that UFOs
are real. But he is firmly con-
vinced that Walters is a phony.
Smith -has emerged as one of
the most dedicated attackers of |
the Gulf Breeze case. j

shoulder, and ( tbove) the second photo that she says Walters

took to show her that the ghost had gone away.

Another researcher said he
could prove, using the dating
on the Polaroid film, that one
of Walters’ photos was out of
sequence. This would indicate
that he had coine up with the
pliotos in & lab, then put them
together i a supposedly plau-
sible sequence.

Walters conceded that, yes,
it was out of sequence — but
only because he had taken a
photograph and, frighténed by
the aliens, tucked it into the
waistband of his underwear
and forgotten it. He only re-
membered the lost photo, he
said, after undergoing a hypno-
sis session.

g

Une of the photos acquired |

by Smith shows a teen-age
girl. Over her shoulder is a
fuzzy, out-of-focus image that
Smith and his collaborator,
Zan Overall, call “the ghost-de-
mon.” If you look closely at the
image, you can see what could
be taken as two luminous eyes,
a skeletal mouth, and. a thin,
ghostly arm reaching out

toward the girl.

The girl in the photo is Jen-
nifer Bloomberg, who was a
16-year old Gulf Breeze High
School student at the time the
picture was taken.

QON'T NEXT

Bloomberg's story — first
told to Overall and repeated by
her to Florida magazine — is
that the picture was taken by
Ed Walters at a party at his
home. Bloomberg was friends
with Walters’ teen-age son,
Danny. They were in the high
school band, and band mem-
bers frequently congregated at
the Walters’ home.

Ed Walters liked to play
“spooky party games,” said

‘Bloomberg, and it was during

one of those “games” that the
photo was taken.

Bloomberg explains what
happened:

Walters picked three girls,
Bloomberg and two of her
friends, and told them to sit in
a circle and repeat a chant.
Then he took their photos. He
then said there was a spirit in
the house that might show up
in one of the photos, next to
the girl that the spirit picked
as “the chosen one.”

Sure enough, just as Walters
had predicted, a ghost-like im-

©age appeared on one of the

photos — Bloomberg’s,

“It scared me,” said Bloom-
berg. “Kverybody was looking
at me, and some of them were
laughing. When he saw [ was
scared, he |Walters] took an-
other picture and showed it to
me, and the ghost wasn’t there
anymore.”

Bloomberg gave the photo to
Smith, the UKFO researcher.
Smith contends that the photo
is a double exposure, set up in
advance by Walters as a prank.
If so, it proves that Walters
liked to dabble with trick pho-
tography. The obvious implica-
tion, Walters’ critics say, is
that the UFO photos are just

another-ofe of Ed Walters’
party games = this one with-a |

" bigger audience and larger

stakes. "t B
Two other former Gulf

Breeze High School students,

" Nick Mock and Katie Turpin,

-corroborate Bloomberg’s story.
Ed'Waltérs has_anotherex- -

planation.r it Lt
He 'says’ Smith and Overall

. “jugt Want ‘their hames’in the

meédia.' They’re’ trying ‘to’ ride
on’my toattails.” He says the’

) imageé*‘in ‘the photo'iis not a*

“ghost” but an accidental re-
flection” from 'a’ mirror in the
Foomi® L el SR
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He played lots of games with |
kids at his parties, he says, but |§
he never played a game in {8
which he said ghosts would ap- §
pear in a photo. “We always
had kids over here, and we
look dozens and dozens of par-
Ly pictures,” he says. “The de-
bunkers are just making all
this up to try and make me
look like some sort of master
prankster.”

IN THE END, THE TRULY
weird part of d Walters' sto-
1y may be that, no matter how
sneeessful the debunkers are,
they may have very little im-
pact on whether people believe
lid’s story or not.

The moral of the Gulf
Breeze UKO story may well be
thal people see what they want,
to see, believe what they want

and facts.

Walters says he has had no
more close encounters with the
aliens since his orig'inal three- |
month fling with them in 1987.

But one evening in January, he | 53W the object.

What happens
to people captured

to believe, regardless of logic MR " PHOTO COURTESY OF JENNIFER BLOOMBERG

called several friends and told
them he saw an odd light in ]
the sky in his neighborhood.| yFQs to show up again jus
Several people joined him and | pefore the book went on sale

Brenda Pollack, A Gulf
Breeze city council member
and one of the people Walters
called that night, is convinced
she saw a UFO.

Pollack took a picture of the
object with a 35mm camera
with a 3,000 zoom lens. She de-
seribes the UI'O as “na red
light bouncing around the
slky.” The light changed colors
rapidly and darted around just
beneath a layer of clouds that
were at roughly 1,300 fect that
day.

Analysis of Pollack’s photo
| indicates that the object in the
picture is roughly 1 meter
across — which would jibe
with Overall's suggestio that
| the ohject 1s a balloon, r¢ieased
by I5d, with some sort of lumi-
nous device in the cente

Pollack refuses to helieve
that explanation.

“There is absolutcly ne
doubt in my mind that this
thing was not a bird or a bal-
loon or a helicopter,” said Pol-
lack, whose photo of the object.
shows not much more than a
faint streak of light.
4i“Bd; 18" arl| honest man. He
has &' famnly, and he’s done 2
lot of work in the comm nity. !
think anybody who said this
whole thing is a ho:x jus!

doesn’t know him very -ell.” B

Skeptics note how conven-
ient the timing was: nice of -the .

F GLORE o e
Michael McLeod is ¢ writer
b y ” os Juy 3 A0 Sfor the magazine.

NE woman knows what people are going

to say before they say it. Another dreams
of events happening thousands of miles away
— and wakes to find them true. A third can
sense impending disaster.

These three women, who possess uncanny psy-
chic powers, have one thing in common = they
all claim to have been kidnapped by aliens from
beyond the stars.

Under hypnosis, hundreds of Americans recall
being abducted by supernatural visitors — so many
that scientists schedule an annual con-
ference to examine their claims.

Three baffling cases were spot-

lighted at this year’s Rocky Mountain
Conference on UFO Investigation, con-
ducted on the campus of the Univer-
sity of Wyoming in Laramie. Heve are
the cases:
@ Jackie Blue, a 35-ycar-old housewife in Pao-
nia, Colo., was abducted in 1974. “I never knew
it until I was hypnotized years later,” she told the
conference.

Jackie and her husband had seen a huge, moon-
shaped object rotating across the sky. After it van-
ished, she found herself gripped by an irrepres-
sible urge to study UFOs, unsolved mysteries and

‘the works ofalien. investlgator Erich von Dani-
ken. She also began to have strange dreams.

Under hypnosis,” Jackie remembered her en-
counter.

She claimed that while her husband was ren-
dered helpless by some sort of mind control, she
was taken aboard a UFO and studied by strange-
lookmg creatures with gray skin and large round
heads. ~

“Slnce then my_psychic abilities have devel-
oped,” says Jackle.» ‘1 can predlct what will hap-

Scientists confirmed these actual UFO sightings in the
skies above Lubbock, Texas (top), and Peekskill, N.Y.

pen in people’s lives, and I know when somethmg
happens to sormeone close to me.

“I dreamed the death of a relatwe once and
woke to call my mother. It was true.”
® Ida Kannenberg, 74, from Laramie, remem-
bered nothing of being abducted on a California

14 ConT NEXT IMNE
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desei‘ﬁ'oad in 1940 until she was regljéséea by a,’-jfz‘r"' e PR, _A‘_,,t‘)ﬁ é},{e("%i,?yf?":bhé?héﬂﬁﬁ%:-"-}fchi«'ff
hypnotist 40 years later. She believes aliend'im-| powers to setise évetits i the'lives of othe: pec'
planted monitors in her head and activated them
years later.

“Sometimes I'll just throw one arm up into the
air,” she says. “It looks strange, but it’s just them,
proving they can still control me.

“But they gave me psychic abilities. I can do
exorcisms. I usually know who is calling before I
pick up the phone.” -

@ Shirley James, a graphic artist who also lives .

~ in the Rocky Mountain area, found she |

' had lost an hour or more she could not |

explain after she saw a 500-ft.-long "

UFO hovering in the sky in 1976. Un- |
der hypnotism, she recalled being

brought aboard the spacec‘taﬁ_'ap,(.i;ex-,‘,

¢ amined by tall aliens. « = "

ple and to identify the problems of strangers Chi!
lingly, strange marks have also appeared ¢n hes
back and ankle from no apparent cause.

Says Shirley: “I suppose they are keeping i
touch with me, because when those mark: firs

appeared, I found I bad lost time I could: t ex-
plain.”

Usd "ToPAv
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Hot topic draws
600 to gathering

By Craig Myers
USA TODAY

GULF BREEZE, Fla. —
This small Florida panhandle
town is either a parking lot for
flying saucers or the breeding
ground of one of the biggest
UFO hoaxes ever.

Perfeclly credible people
have reported seeing more
than 200 unidentified flying ob-
jects at night over the past
three years. Mystery lights
have buzzed treetops. One resi-

o nsa(v‘:ki//ﬁ@f
D
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Breeze

¥

‘ By Bruce Gr’a‘ner, éénnelt ;Iew; Séﬁwe
SEEING IS BELIEVING: Councilwoman Brenda Pollak holding
photo says ‘| know what | saw was not a 9 inch model.’

"By Kilh Carter, USA TODAY

body s 2ing i,” says Allan Da-
vis, ow or ©f Allan Davis Sea-

dent says aliens abducted him.

“There is something flying
around out there,” says Duane
Cook of The Gulf Breeze Senti-
nel, billed as the ‘“official
source” of local UFO news.

Interest is so great that 600
people converge today on near-
by Pensacola for the annual In-
ternational Symposium of the
Mutual UFO Network.

Much of the UFO activity
centers on local builder Ed
Walters, 43, who says he's seen
and photographed numerous
UFOs since 1987.

Walters wrote The Gulf
Breeze Sightings about claims

he was abducted by a low-hov-

ering spaceship. A
Not everyone’s convinced.

+ In June, a homemade model

looking like a 1950s science fic- -

tian movie flying saucer — and
similar to objects in Walters’
photographs — turned up.

It was found in the attic of
Walters’ former home; he de-
nies it’s his.

“If 1 were trying to pull a
hoax — and I'm not — then it
would have been stupid to
leave it there,” he says.

The Texas-based Mutual
UFO Network officially sup-

ports Walters’ photographs,
and says his case ranks as one
of the most important UFO
events in the past 40 years.
This region of the Gulf Coast
bristles with military installa-
tions like Eglin Air Force Pase
and the Pensacola Naval Air
Station. Military officials deny
knowledge, encounters or in-
volvement with any unidenti-
fied flying objects in the area.
“With the surveillance sys-
tems in the United States, I
don’t see how anything, not
even a mockingbird, could get
through here without some-

shells { Souvenirs.

Talk ©f a hoax and chance of
a quic! 2ncounter with a pass-
ing U''O haven't hurt this
weeke: I's U0 convention.

Loc: | enirepreneurs are
hawki: : T-si:irts, beach towels,
maps ¢ 'd jewelry. A bus com-
pany b s six vehicles standing
by for uided tours.

“Pecirle can make up their
own mind whether they be-
lieve is: UFCs. Either way it is
still a ood =ouvenir,” say T-
shirt n:nker ireg Liss.

Craig ‘yer: writes for the
Pensac::la News Journal.
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Soviet military

R A

Tears threat of

~ flying saucer invasion

By DAVID WOOD.
NEWHOUSE NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON - The Cold War
may be over, but the Soviet Union’s
military air defenses are struggling
with a new threat: a seemingly
apparent invasion by flying saucers.

Dozens of sightings of uniden-
tified flying objects — disc-shaped
spacecraft with blinking lights and
performing impossibly high-speed
maneuvers — have been recounted
in the last few months, including
eyewitness reports from Soviet in-
terceptor pilots said to have been

corroborated by ground surveil-
lance radars.

“I am not a specialist on UFQs
and therefore I can only correlate
the data and express my own
supposition,” said Igor Maltsev, So-
viet general of aviation and chief of
the main staff of the Air Defense
Forces. ;

And his own supposition? That
UFOs exist and are piloted by
extra-terrestrials, he indicated in
an interview with a Moscow Com-
munist Party newspaper, Rabo-
chaya Tribuna.

And they may not be friendly.

Vladimir Akhaltsev was driving his -
milk tanker'triick one night inMaEr Y
when he noticed a shining ball fol-
lowing him. Ile tried to outrun it,
gunning his ri% up to 60 mph on the
twisting road several hundred
miles south of Moscow before the
UFO gave up the chase.

Farniers who also saw the shin-
ing ball were said by the local
newspaper to have demanded: “If
thirsty humanoids steal our driver,
who is going to deliver the milk?”

Other Soviet reports, monitored
and distributed without comment
by the U.S. Air Force Technical

Information Division and by the

~ State Department, have UFOs sniff-

ing. around the politically restive
republic of Estonia, probing with
mysterious light rays a buried gas
pipeline in Siberia and hovering
over the Far Eastern village of Dal-
negorsk. _
The Russians, a deeply supersti-
tious people with a historic mis-
trust of foreigners, have a ready
explanation: space aliens, perhaps
running out of supplies at home,
are after Russia’s natural re-
sources. , _
“Specialists link their heightened
interest here with the variety and-
wealth of useful minerals,” the offi-
cial government Radio Moscow
explained in a dispatch from Dal-
negorsk. l it :

|
¢
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u, Whatéver their: purpose, reports

Wof * alien "visits “are’ exhaustively
“checked out by the nation’s elite air
defense forces, that operate the
military’s most sophisticated air-
.craft and the powerful network of
.surveillance radar.

By contrast, the United States Air
Force says it stopped investigating
UFO sightings more than 20 years
ago.
But the Soviet air defense forees

. have had a bad case of the jitters

since 1987, when a 19-year-old West
German on a lark flew a single-en-
gine Cessna unmolested some 400
miles through Sovict airspace beo-
fore buzzing President Gorbachet's
Kremlin office and touching dovn
in Red Square. In the ensuiig

 uproar, the Soviet defense minister,
the «chief of the air defense forcess

and other military luminaries were™
sacked.

Today, with those unpredictal:le !
Americans flying around in invrais:
ble “Stealth” aircraft, no air dag-.
fense general or lowly radarman is.
going to overlook an unexplained -
radar blip or ignore a hysterical .

. phone call. 5

Like the recent one from several:
Soviet policemen who breathles:ly¢

. reported this spring that they had:

been shadowed by “two disc-shaped

. UFOs” on a dark country road near,.

Krasnoyarsk. The policemen swore;
that the saucers landed on a near byy
thilltop. and “harassed” them with,

rirays of red and yellow light. The;
| 1spacectaft got away before Air Dejt
i;’wfense could respond. =l |y

e
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She’s got a ticket toride..
Massachusetts housewife 2, , W, /”WW

Betty Luca led a pretty
unforgettable evening ... g

149 0

ordinary life until that
For 10 years Betty Luca

confounded friends, rel-

atives and even herself
by compulsively speaking in
“tongues” and writing com-
plicated mathematical for-
mulas and messages in lan-
guages no one could under-
stand.

Everyone thought the
quiet Massachusetts house-
wife was going crazy. Even-
tually even Betty started to
think she was losing her

mind. “It was an awful time
in my life,” she recalls.
“People, even friends,
woulj give me looks that

suggested, ‘There goes that
crazy lady.””

For years Betty desper-
ately sought help from doc-
tors, therapists and even lo-
cal soothsayers. No one
could identify the cause of
her problem.

It was not until 1977, 10
years after her abnormal
behavior began, that Betty

finally got some clues as to
its cause. Enlightenment
came in the form of UFQ in-
vestigators Jules Vaillan-
court and Joseph Santan-
gelo, and Harold J. Edel-
stein, M.D., of the New

J

of interplanetary travel
spilled out.

York Institute of Hypnosis.
Dr. Edelstein placed Bet-
Ly under hypnosis and ques-
lioned her extensively. It
was then that Betty’s bi-
zarre story of her alleged
abduction by extraterrestri-
als and her incredible tale

“It was just another rou-
tine evening onJanuary 25,
1967,” Betty begins her as-
tonishing story. “I was pre-
paring dinner in-the kitch-
en of our old farmhouse in
South Ashburnham, Mas-
sachusetts. My seven chil-
dren were in the living room
with my parents.

“Suddenly the lights
flickered and the house was

‘We traveled to a red zone where | saw
creatures with two stalks for heads’

[t i N e U O S i T S T s e )
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world,” she continues.
“They then took me through'
the closed kitchen door to an'
oval spaceship in the yard.”

In the ship, Betty claims,
she was given a physical
exam. She recalls, “One of
the beings put a needle into
my left nostril and another
into my navel. I could hear
one commenting, ‘Some-
thing is missing.” He was '
apparently referring to my
hysterectomy.”

According to Betty, the
aliens changed outfits and
slipped black hoods over
their heads. They then took
her through a black tunnel

filled with white lights.
“We stood. on flat pads
like clipboards and traveled
on tracks, with one alien in
front and another in back of
me. We passed through a
red zone where I saw crea-
tures with two stalks for
heads and large eyes at-

had the bodies of monkeys,
Betty recounts her story of a

 first

fraid -it would 'eat me. It

plun%ed into darkness. At

thought it was just an
ordinary power failure.”

But instead of darkness,
Betty claims, “a pinkish,
light flooded through the
kitchen window.”

She relates, “As my chil-
dren huddled around me in
panic, four big-headed,

ray-skinned creatures in
ﬁar blue uniforms walked
in single file through my
closed kitchen door.”

As she tried to hustle
her terrified children back
into the living room, Betty

i

its wing ' feathers !

tached to the stalks."l'hég"fowed with heat. I Wéé"

ip(i)led

nd gold sparks flew off. I
ould feel the heat. I grew
haky. I think I may ﬁave

journey to other planets,
other dimensions or simply
other facets olg thetﬁun}an Stnted
imagination. Even the “ex- %=
pert%" aren’t sure exactly | When 1 came to, there
7as a huge pile of burnin
how to explain Betty Luca’s 1shes where the eagle stoocg
“travels.” A voice said, ‘Betty, you've
“Next we came to an em- jeen and you've heard, now

erald-green zone. I could see lo you understand? ”

land and an ocean. A bird |
that looked like a fish float-
ed by. We passed a crystal
city with white domes and
tracks running through.
“Then came a three-sided |
pyramid with a face onit. I |
saw bright light and rain-
bow crvstals hanging in'the

air. I wanted to go back, but

they wouldn’t let me.
“Then I saw another
bright light coming at me.
Suddenly a 15-foot-tall ea-
gle stood before me. It

7

According to Betty, be-
fore returning her home
they said, “You were taken
because you are The Chosen
One.”

Betty's story seemed so
incredible even to Dr. Edel-
stein that he suggested she
take a lie-detector test. She
says after passing the test
she was studied for 12

-months by Vaillancourt and

Santangelo.
“Those twelve months
were not easy for me,” Betty

iy ‘.,‘..\‘, e )
“. Betty and Bob
with an “alien”

claims, the pink light
turned orange-red and the
mermbers of her family were
frozen where they stood.
Betty, a devoutly veli-
gious woman, adds. “I
thought the creatures were
angels because of their un-
earthly talents—they I new
my name, communicited
with me telepathically and
gave me a mysterious ook
in exchange for my Bih'e.
“The creatures convinced
me they'd come to heli: the

. says.“Iwastrying to a{just

to the strange revelsiions
I'd made under hypnouis: 1
was also under con tant
scrutiny by MUFON {Mu-
tual UFD Network] in “esti-

ators and writer Ray
%‘owler, who has wr tten
three books on my travels.”

Betty still doesn't ‘tnow
where she was taken or for
what she was chosen. She
remains awed by the e peri-
ence. She claims she d:d not

recall her abduction at al:
until she finally fought
therapy for what she de-
geribes simply as the
“strange aftereffects of my
journey.” :
Another very nice—and
perfectly down-to-earth—
aftereffect: Betty m~t her
present husban Boh, alsn
an alleged UFO abiuctec,
when he sought her sut 8!
ter hearing her story. @

py Catherine Hazard
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tudies show that the
typical person who

claims to see a UFO..

is basically normal.

A smart guy, in fact, with

above-average intelligence,
a white-collar job, seltg
cient, resourceful.

A recent study of 225 peo-
ple who say they have spot-
ted UFOs concluded that in-
stead of being nuls, these
people were “experimental

thinkers.”

And far from being psy-
chologically disturbed, they
merely had a greater than
normal tendency to be open-
minded, creative and imagi-
native. And they were gen-
erally more concerned
about social issues than
their fellow citizens.

So if people who claim to
see UFOs or to have been
whisked a'vay by space
aliens are bright rather
than nuts, does this mean
UFOs actually exist?

Yes! say these research-
ers . .. at least in the heads
and hearts of those who see
them! Their beliefs, the
say, are authentic, thougl);
what they believe in may
not be.

“It’s secondary whether
or nol their beliefs are cor-
rect,” says June Parnell,
Ph.D., director of the Rocky
Mountain Conference on
U li‘() Investigation.

“What’s important is that
these people genuinely be-

[f people who’ see’ UFOs aren’t nuts.

ieve in their UFO sightings
ind abductions.”

In fact, it seems that a
tartling 49 percent of
\mericans are believers . . .
f, that is, we're to believe
he findings of a 1987 Gal-
up poll in which only 30
ercent said they felt UFOs
vere figments of the imagi-
wation. The remaining 21
ercent? They said they
‘weren't sure.” And nine
sercent, of those polled ad-
nilted having seen what
hey believed was a UFO.

What about abductions?

What the experts
think of UFOs

Most professionals and
scientists dismiss the
existence of UFOs.
Robert Baker, Ph.D.,
professor emeritus of
Bsychology at the
niversity of Kentucky,
says, "Despite all the
reports of sightings,
contacts, |and|ngs and
abductions, there's not

“suffi-

|these people can't

|

| has written four books

. u&'ka iHenRotg also
claims to ﬁ‘hsfe%e'
abducted by aliens.
She's among a growing
humber of Americans
WHo belleve In UFOs.

what are they?

Over the years more than
1,000 people claiming to be
abductees have gone to the
conference to share their bi-
zarre stories with the inves-
tigators.

What have Sprinkle and
his colleagues learned?
While there’s no typical pa-
tient, no simple profile of
someone who claims to have
heen involved in a UFO ab-
duction, “they share at least

one concrete piece of
evidence proving the
existence of alien space
visitors."

So why do people
insist they've spotted
UFOs or been
kidnapped by aliens?
“It's a fantasy,” Baker
answers. He maintains

“differentiate between
fantasy and reality."”
Author Philip J. Klaas |

share common ‘postabduc-
tion’ symptoms.”

She explains: “Patients
usually can’t account for
blocks of missing time. For
example, they recall being
taken away at noon, and the
next thing they remember
it's two hours later.”

And none can recall their
experiences unless they
undergo hypnosis—alleged
abductees forget their en-
counter as soon as it’s over,
says Sprinkle.

Fiore adds that these self-
proclaimed space travelers
“do have a feeling, an intu-
ition that something is
wronf. They often suffer
sleepless nights, frequently

and is offering $10,000

. of his own money to
anyone who can offer

} indisputable evidence of |
"his or her abduction |,
. by aliens.

on UFO phenomena,

" by John Latta

1&
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STRANGE

<y

i

but

TRUE

If some guy you
know blurted out

he’d heen

bducted by UFOs,
odus are you'd
think h¢ was nuts.

Real nuts.

Bui research

may prove you

having nightmares sbout

UFOs or ETs.”

Ida Kannenberg and
Jackie Blue are bul two
women who found out 2bout
their alleged abductions—
the reason for the emotional
upset both women had expe-
rienced-—only after under-
going extensive hypnosis
therapy.

Fiore adds that alieged
abductees also report feel-
ing watched by an unknown
“big brother” and often
claim old injuries and ill-
nesses have mysteriously
healed.

“Under hypnosis one of
my patients claimed a sort
of alien chiropractor cured
her back,” says Fiore, who
adds, “Although these sto-
ries may sound bizarre, the
storytellers aren’t necessar-
ily out of their minds.”

Wrong
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with three eyes and —’

' By ANDREW JENKS ,
n these heady days of glasnost and political reform,
Soviels have become avid consumers of newsprint.
They read everywhere — on subways, on the street
corners, even at work (especially when a customer
lurks).

The reading craze, a cynic might suggest, simply re-
flects the fact that Soviets have precious little else to
do: Bars are nearly non-existent, TV entertainment is
oxymoron, and goods have become so scarce that scor-
ing a roll or two of toilet paper is like winning a small
lotlery prize.

But the real reason, I believe, stems from more per-
verse and primal urges: Soviets can't get enough of
what one Soviel commentator called the “big four”:
hookers, drug addiction, violent crime and Stalin's
bloody purges. Incidentally, during my stay in Moscow
last year, the draw value of the Stalin theme dropped
considerably and gave way increasingly to juicy fea-
tures on Bigfoot and UFO encounters.

One of the hottest items in the Moscow Evening
News, which is snapped up hungrily the minute stacks
are unloaded from the trucks, is the daily police report.
Long suppressed by the Soviet thought police, the
crimes report column has made a smashing comeback

under glasnost. Every evening I watched as Muscovites
snapped freshly folded newsprint into reading position
apd immediately trained their eyes on the bottom,
right-hand column of the first page. The typical police
report presents a running list of hooker arrests, drug

:le;lts and drinking orgies culminating in bloody knife
ights.

These items, supplemented with gory detail, are only
part of the grist that keeps Moscow gossip mills run-
ning. To talk to Muscovites is to be subject to an impas-
sioned litany of the bizarre and improbable.

If rubles were worth anything, National Enquirer

could set up a joint publishing venture in the Soviet
Union and make billions. ‘ ‘

: What is happening to Soviet society? My own impres-
sion is that while many Soviets welcome the reanima-
pon of Russian political life, many others — a majority
in my opinion — have grown weary of constant soul-
searching. For them, the absence of ready-made faith,
neatly packaged by master propagandists, has spawned
an intense yearning for belief that announces itself
daily in the proliferation of faith healers, flying saucer
sightings and purported Bigfoot encounters. !

“It was aboul three meters tall, with three eyes,'silver.
boots and some sort of bronze disc on its overalls,” said

i Al t

i
d
\

‘a'i_ﬁ-yed‘l‘-oid»’ eyewitness of a reported: alien landing in
the Russian’eity ‘of Voronézh.! The'alleged sightin: last
fall touched off televised roundtable discussiont. the
formation of “alien” fan clubs, even a radic show de-

voted to dealing with aliens.
“Don’t panic, be calm and don’t run away,” ofered

" the show’s host. “Aliens don’t like that.”

Meanwhile, as students of alien life whisied off bi-
odetectors and self-styled experts to reported landing
sites (on the evening news one: mnddl_e-ap;zd woman
proudly proclaimed “I often fly with aliens”) the sick
and spiritually undernourished turned their gaze to-

ward “extrasensory perceplion healers.”

The phenomena of healers brings to mind the ! rood-

| ing .mysticism of the crazed Rasputin, a ‘fong-iaired

mystic in monk’s cape who ran Russia in ‘he v ning
days of the Romanov Empire. Tle was a favortie of
noblewomen, who gave special attention to liis dortrine
that you could only feel close to God by indulging your
appetite for sin.

Oozing with masculine sexual energy, Fussia's new
Rasputins speak words of calming wisdom over TV to

* soothing music and a background of biffy ouds.

|
o

\9

Occasionally, the clouds give way to t_he intense g:zes of
the master, who commands the audience - - glue 1 like
static cling to his every word — to be heale

Viewers, at least where I lived and stud ‘s;d, give the
impression ' of being-uncllersexec'l,‘ over '4‘-*‘, an‘o‘- over-
welghtic® ™ it el G 0

With a little effort, the scene brings to mind ‘he le-
gions of frumpy aristocrats filing into R 55pu!s 1's re-
demptive palace orgies during the last <ays i Czar
Nicholas II's reign.
iia for
tjonal-
mmen-
nds of

American academics constantly berate i'ie me:
dulling American minds with trash TV anc sens®
ist trivia. Where, they ask, are the though'ful co
taries and articles that explore the deen wo
racism, sexism and political apathy?

The interesting stuff is there; the probicm is that no
one reads it. What I witnessed in the .cnsal onalist
metamorphosis of the Soviel media suggests among
other things, that people get the kind of i-vess ihey de-
serve. When papers are forced to compets for yeaders,
as they are now under glasnost, the invisible hiand of
market forces makes news organs, not so iiuch :: walch-
dog and vital news source, but the put’vs'vor.o{ cqllec-
tive-whim and fantasy. Goodbye Pravda. Jiollo Mational
Enquiresky. : ;

 Jenks, of Lewi’sburg, Pa., did graduate v ork [0 a year
. at the Pushkin Language Institute in Moscow. :
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By Dwight Whalen
SPECIAL TO THE STAR !

NIAGARA FALLS, Ont. — Are we

Canadians really as boring as we
~ secretly — and sometimes publicly —

dread? Rightly or wrongly, we have a
vision of ourselves as a people on the
cutting edge of mediocrity. And it hurts.

Is our self-flagellation justified? Are - |
we judged as harshly b% others beyond
our borders — or even by others beyond
the borders of Earth? If our })lanet were
visited by extraterrestrials of higher
intelligence, would they perceive
Canadians as unflatteringly as we often
view ourselves? Interestingly, the late
UFO investigator Dr. J. Allen Hynek
claimed that Canada has more UFO
sightings per capita than any other
country in the world. If UFOs are alien
spacecraft, what do the ETs flying them
find so fascinating about our country?

Hynek’s finding refers only to UFO
sightings, not landings, and certainly not
to tales of alien contact and abduction,
which are pretty much standard fare in
the United States. But why, then, do
ETs, if they delight in invading Canadian !
airspace, appear to avoid all contact with '

" .. The view from here

Canadians? Is boredom fatal where they
come from? |
Whoever, or whatever, these visitors
are, they have been shunning us for
many years, at least since the days of the
Great Airship Mystery of 1896-97. That
was when thousands of baffled
Americans claimed to have seen a
marvellous “airship,” searchlights
beaming, sailing across the night skies
of their western and mid-westen states.
No such claims came from Canada,
however, where sightings of the airship,
unlike modern UFO sightings, were
rare. Why were we snubbed?

" almost perfect condition . . .

in attendance), roun
fairs, and news of Sir Charles and Lady
Tupper’s forthcoming golden wedding
anniversary. Rumors that Queen '
Vietoria was going blind were denied,
while the onl¥
World could find to report was -
headlined “Scared by a Squirrel.” This
hair-raiser read: “R. S. Hudson, the

. Front Street commission merchant, was
riding in Rosedale, when a squirrel
crossed the road causing the horse to
swerve. Mr. Hudson was thrown and
received some painful injuries,”.
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I think I know the answer, and why -
ETs avoid contact with Canadians to this
day. Chancing upon an old back-issue of
a UFO journal called Flying Saucer
Review (Jan./[Feb. 1969), I read with |
interest an article titled “The 1897 Story |
— Part 3” by Jerome Clark and Lucius ~ |
Farish. 3

It began, “On April 23, 1897, o a i
farm in Burton township near Flint,
Daniel Gray heard a rumbling, whizzing .
sound over his head. For a few seconds |
he could see a dark object flashing |

|
|

)

away, and then, even before he was able
to regain his composure, something fell
from the sky and thudded into the .
Eround near him. When he picked it up, !
e found that it was a Toronto, Canada, !

newspaper dated Oct. 5, 1896; dryandin :

The authors added, “Perhaps a
Canadian ufologist could %o rough the
Toronto papers of Oct. 5, 1896, to see if
there is anything in them of conceivable
relevance to our subject. B dropPing
this specific issue at Dan Gray’s feet, the *
ufonauts may have been trying to tell us
something.” .

I took up the Clark-Farish challenge. I
examined five Toronto newspapers for

because we:

| the time they did so, late April of 1897,

| ended as mysteriously as it began.

* immensity of our land an:| waters, the

re boring

| copy, éouldn’t help but conclude that

Canadians are about as vacuous as
space itself, and promptly altered course ,

i for the United States. But why did they

wait six months to toss it overboard? It
is perhaps significant that from about

the wave of airship sightings abruptly

‘Today, long after they have traded in
their cumbersome airships for sleek
flying saucers, the ETs haven't forgotten
their first impression of Canadian life,
and still avoid us like the Asteroid Belt.

But even if these visitors regard us as
pariahs, they have certainly learned to
enjoy zooming through our skics, if Dr.
Hynek’s datum is accurate. Perhaps the

sublime grandeur of Canada’s
geograi)hy, sradually attracted them.
Surely that has to be th# answer.
Heaven knows they’re noi coming for
the latest news about Catiadians and our
wreckless squirrels.
1 Dwight Whalen is a freelance writer
with a special interest in UFOs. He
lives in Niagara Falls, Out.

that day — The Globe, The Evening
Star, The Daily Mail & Empire, The
Toronto World, and The Toronto

----- 'll“ele%ram — but failed to find anything

: that

airship mystery in the United States. Nor-
could ] find a connection with anyone
named Daniel Gray or with the

Michigan township of Burton.

could even remotely link with the

» What I did find were five newspapers

50 cosmicly boring that I could barely

“keep my eyes open. Oct. 5, 1896, was d
slow news day
¥awners reported were the closing of the

Canada. Among the

Jouse of Commons é nly 3(2 MPs were
-ups of Ontario fall

mayhem The Toronto -

The “ufonauts,” reading this bland

(il




