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llenace in the Sky
by: Roger J. Birner and Jerome Clark
Part Two

It was Christmas Eve 1890, and the scene was the Tom Lerch farm
near South Bend, Indiana, Gathered there were many neighbors, among
them a lawyer and a minister, who had come to help celebrate a Christ-
mes party. There was nothing to indicate that an incident so fanias-
tie, so horrifying that it could not be grasped by the humen mind was
about to occur.

ILerch had two sons, Jim, 23, and Oliver, 20. around 10 p.m. Lrs.
Lerch asked her younger son to fetch some water from the well, as she
was preparing supper. Oliver dressed himself warmly, took two pails,
and stepped out into the cold night air.

About five minut es later, a piercing scream came from outside. It
was Oliver's voice, and after a moment's hesitation everyone ran out-
gide.

"Help, help. . .it's got me!" Oliver screamed, but he could not
be seen; his voice seemed to be coming from above.

Everyone searched desperately in the chimney, trees, and other
high spots. Still he could not be found.

Oliver's footprints in the snow were followed, and it was dis-
covered that they led out to about 225 feet, sgbout half the distance
to the well, and then mysteriously stopped. At the end of the path,

one of the pails was found, but the other one, like Lerch, had dis-
appeared,

Several minutes later the voice came again, sounding the same
pitiful cry for help: then it, too, vanished.

Degpite a thorough search, no trace vias ever found of young Lerch.
Theoriaes that he was murdered or carried off by an eagle were scotched.

what happened? Was Oliver Lerch sviocoped up by a low-flying UFO?

Let us consider another case, this one occurring about 25 ycars
earlier:

In Hammersley Fork, Penneylvania, tenants of a hotel run by Uriah
Hammersley had just finished supper when they noticed a drunkard valke-
ing down the street. They ignored him, but eeverel ninutes later they
heard a voice exclaim, "Damn you, let me gol"

Some of the townspeople raced outside, only tc hear the same
voice in the sky cursing and demanding to be let go. The drunkard
could not be seen, and it was discovered that his boot tracks ended
about 200 yards from the hotel. He wgs never seen again.

4 man named Sid Eubank vies perhaps more fortunate than were Oliver
Lerch and the hobo. On July 29, 1952, Bubank vialked into the Enid,
Oklahoma, police station, trembling and "white as a sheet." He told the
desk sergeant, Vern Bennell, that he had-been driving on U.8. Highway

8l, between Bison and “laukomis, Oklahoma, when a huge flying saucer
swooped down over his automobile and hovered just nsbove it. Then it
reversed direction and vanished going westward. Eubank believed the

gsgucer occupants were trying to kKidnep him,

In Tuly 1953 a residen oTFayettevilTe, North Carolina, George
Sodder, put up a billboard, upon which the following was written:
"I offer $5,000 for information about the fate of five children,




mysteriously snatched avay from a burning house, on Christmas morning
1945. The parents escaped, but at first they believed the children
had perisghed in the flames, supposed to be caused by faully viiring.
But no remeins were found in the ashes. 4 bus driver says he had seen

balls of fire thrown on the roof."

e are faced vith only one logical answer: that we are and have
becn for hundreds of yeers in an undeclarced war with intclligences
completely different from anything we have ever encountered before.

Evidence of this state of war goes back to 215 B.C., when blood
and stones fell from the skies over Rome. Tvio yeats later, in B.C.

213, blood fell on the cettle market of Rieme.

In 129 B.C., during peaceful weather, a huge ball of fire fell
from the sky and senk a ship, burning all on board. In 105 B.C. there
was a "great noise," followed by the fall of globes of fire from the
sky and the rain of blood. One year later, after a mysterious aerial

explosion, blood fell on Italy.
Blood rained from the gky for three days in England in the year

of 89 .L.D. Again in England, in the year 324 4.D. blood fell for some
8ix hours,

442 AL.D.: There vwere many flashes of lightning over Surrey,
EBngland, unexplained scrcams, and bloocd fell.

we briefly summerize the following reports:

684 L.D.: Blood, milk and butter fell at various places in Great
Britain.

724 A.De 2nd 766 H.D.: Tremendous blood falls in York, Ingland.

878 L.D.: Blood and flesh fell on Ireland.

1194 A.D.: "Huge ravens" dropped "burning coals" and started
many Beauvais, France, houses afire. (One cannot help viondering if
this account describes an attack by U¥0s utilizing a fireball-type
weapon similar to that which pierced a signboard near New Haven,
Connecticut, on .ugust 19, 1953.)

1551 4.D,: “Red rods" and "fearful fires" were seen in the sky,
and thﬁ¢e was a rain of blood. -

1629 AsD.3s A "thick, viscous and-putrld" liquid fell on France.,

In July 1841 blood and flesh fell on Lebanon, Tennessee, from a
small red cloud., A doctor's analysis proved it to be blood,

Spring 1850: ¥From a small cloud over Cloverleaf, Virgirnia, fell
flesh and liver.

July 24, 1851l: lMeat fell over an army station at Benicia, Cale
ifornia,

In July 1869, during a funeral on a farm near Los.nngeles, it

rained meat and blooﬁ for three minutes.
aprril 20, 1905: Residents of Bull Creek, California, heaxd

screams of men, women and children in great pain. They secned to be

coming from the sky, but nothing could be seen.
The late M.,K. Jessup, an astronomer of some repute, uugggsted in

—-—-—————————-—-——-w

various persons ana that their remains have fallen 1n the form of
blood or flesh, ,As fantastic as this hypothesis might be, it scems to

fit the knovin facts.
The sea, as vwell as the sky, has a peculiar attraction to hostile

UF¥O occupants, for the most aguthenticated disappearances are those of
ship crevs; the number of such occurrences is beyond estimation. Some



of these are mentioned below:

On February 28, 1855, the ship larat thon camne across the James
Chester in the mld-btlantlc. The (Chester s rigeing was badly tangled
end the deck digordered. No one ansvwered theiMara*hon 8 hail, and 80
the Chester was boarded.

There was nobody on board, but there was evidence of wild dis-
order:; however, no trace of blood could be found. The compass ond
pepers vere nmissing, but each lifeboat vas in ity proper place, ond
none were missing.

No trace vinsg ever found of the crew; apperently it had disep-
pearcd from the face of the earth.

Duri ng the year 188J, the British ship Ellen austin came upon an
ebendoncd derelic*. It was in perfect shape, and there was no appar-
ent reaaon for the crew to leave it. & salvage crew was put aboard
and vas ordered to make the trip to St. John's Newfoundland, Canada,
where it would meet with the Fllen austin.

Several deys later the %“Wo ships once agein encountercd each
other, and the Ellen austin discovered that the salvage crew, like
the one before it, Lad vanisned without a trace!

The answer to the fate of four men vho manned the Seven Hunters'
Lighthouse, on the Flannan Islands, has ncever been solved, either., In
December of 1900, a rclief ship finally made it through, after being
delayed because of stormgs. The relief men discovered that the door
had been shut and barrcd, and they received no reply to their hails
and knocks. The door was baltered down, and inside the fire vas out,
the clecok stopped and the men gonec. The last entry in the log was
datcd Deceunber 14. Everything else appeared to be in proper order,
and only the oil skins =and sea boots of two of the men were missing.

On October 3, 1202, the German bark Freya shipped off from
Man29n1110, on.the=weet coaat of lMexico, bound for Punta Lrenas. On
the 20tx she was fouid at sen, lying on her gide. There waes not =
soul on board. The date on the capytain's wall calendar was October
4, indicating that cadlamity had struck soon aftcr the ship had left
port. The weathzr had been perfect during the voyage; there was no
indicaition a8 to the ceusa of the disaster.

Tragedy struck the ship Ourang ladan on February 4, 1948. The
dying redio operater cent an o.0.8. saying, "Ceptain dead in chart-
foom....«wWhole crew deacd....-I dic...." when rescue ships arrived,
they fournd cvery nember of the crew deed, with hig face turaned up-

exrd and a lock of horror or anguish on it . IZven the ship’'s nmascot,
& dog,'was found ceaG with its teeth bared. There vasg noth*qb lo in-

dicatc how they had died. The sea was deterﬁfﬂza_}zm?bgb ihe sccret

from man, however, for when the tow-line wes attechod to the ship,
the enging gliaricd on fire and blew up, destroying the whole craft.

al Wwhat were the crew staring when they died? Vvbviously some-
thing in the sky ~- a UFO?

The New York world-Tclegrem and §_}_1_1:1_ for November 11, 1955, de=-
scribes the strange disappearance of tae crew and.passengers of the
cabin cruiser Joyita, found near Somoa. 48 in similar casces, none of
the 25 persons aboard were ever found.

The most astornishing niass disappearance on land occurred some
timedin November 1930 in a tiny Eskimo villege near Lake anjikuni,
Canadsa.

Trapper Joe Labelle ceme into the villapge expecting to be




greeted by the Eskimos who lived there, as he had becen there many

~ times before and was a friend of theirs, Only silencec grected his hail
~ of friendship.

o Lehelle searched from tent to tent for an hour, but he could find
no one. Nothing else had bteen disturbed; he found blankets with necdle
end thread still in them, and thce rifics, which were considered prize
pos&cssions among the Eskimos, werc g£till there. \What Eskimo in his
rigint mind vould carelcesly leave his gun to rust in the cold, wet
snows?

wbout a hundred yards from the camp, seven dogs viere found. They
hed been tied to a post and had starved to death, as o pathologist's
report later showed. On the other side of the camp, Labellec and scveral
Mounties found & grave, where g menber of the village had been buried
under 2 ceirn of stones, 2 custom among Eskimos. However, to their
agtonishment they found the grave had been opencd and the body removed.
The stoncs vierc nently stacked in tvio piles. Among Eskimos, grave-Irobe-
bing is etrictly teboo and completely unforgivable.

a8 M. K. Jessup n2s8ks, "laybe the liounties always get their man,
but are they now deeling with a marauding UFO?M _

The following incident, although fantastic, is considered suthen-
tic by most UFO researchers. If it is true, it could vell explain some
of the strange disappearances recorded throughout history.

Letc on the night of December 20, 1958, two young Swedes, Hans
Gustavason, 25, and Stig Rydberg, 30, were returnine from a dance when,
near Domsten, they saw a2 landed saucer, which was 16 fecet in diameter
and about 3 feet 3 inches in height. "It rested on three sort of leecs.
The crnft was self-illuminating, but the glare was ncither bliddine nor
werming., In the center of the lisht, we thought ve c~uld distinguish a
(, ¢@arker core."

Suddenly four lead-gray beings emerged and grebbed the two men.
althouch the occupants were only ebout four feet high, they were sur-
prisingly strong. "They clutched firmly on to us and wanted to dreg us
towordas the craft, and we hed to mobilize every resource to free our-
gelves. It was difficult to defend oneself, becaugse one got no recl
hold 02 the jellylike creantures.'" The intruders smelled like "steale
mexrsn. :

Gustevseson, who had four of the beings clinging to him, hung on to
a pole, and the creaturcs concentrated on him. Rydberg cescaped to his
car and honked the horn like an alarn. J.fter this, the occupants let go
of Gustavason and re-cntcred their craft, which then took off swiftly

from the ground.

. T O ey A .

1960, warns that inveasion frorm outer spacc will come -- aoand soon. lort
and others heave recorded flying saucer sightings whica occurred hun-
dreds and ceven thousands of years ago. But these repcrts are sparse,
nothing like the "flaps" of recent yeecrs. Since 1947 therc has becn a
tremerdous concentration of reports from all over the world. Today vwe
arc sceing the cnd of this preliminary mepping and cxkploration. In the
future we can cxpect these extraterrcstrizls to make definite plans as
to their intentions toward us, vhether they be friendly or hostile.
From the evidence we heve cited, we are afraid the latter intcention
will be the corrcet one. Other than a2 number of contact claims, which
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are probably spurious, therc is no reasson to believe the UFOs have
eny interest in our affairs, other than that connected with our abil-
ity to attack or to defend oursclves. It is interesting to note, for
instance, the large number of sightings made over military bases and
defensc plants.

Generel Douglas lMacarthur once seid, "The nations of the world
may Eave to band together, for the next war will be an interplanciary
one.

\ie cen only hope theot his warning has not come too late.

Letters to the Editor

Dear Tim:

Thank you for your latest letter, received two days apo.

I rececived your second bulletin twe or three weecks ago. It's
greet. The articles were all first class; I congratulate yolt and
your staff and all who contributed to the bulletin.

Concerning the letter from ", Past Researcher" in your "Letters
to the Editor" section, two things are puzzling me. First, the
writer of this letter says, "I just received a letter from T.G. Becke
ley. « " If you sent him a letter, why don't you know his name and
address? Surely the number of people to whom you write is not so very
great! Second, why did he reply to Bill .ishbay and not to you?

Thenk you for I.N.S. Supplement number one. I found it very
interesting indeed...." Yours, a friend in UFOlogy. Peter Bexon,
Loughborough, Leics., England.

4 Thenk you for your kind letter, Peter. we are glad you enjoyed
our last try at a publication. First of all, the card was sent to
Bill .shbay almost & month after I wrotc this "Past Researcher." I
have a rood idea vho he may be. However, I donl't feel that I should
tell my members vwhen this person indicates that he does not want his
neme knovin, If he had, he would have signed his letter, He probably
sent the lettcer to Bill because he thought it vwould never get to me,
for if it did, I would surely remember who he Vwaas.

UFQO SIGHTINGS
Report #1 Object Sighted by J.irplanc Pilots

On lloy 21, 1962, over Traunton, Somerset, England, Ceptain
Gordon Pendleton and his planc's first officer, Peter llurphy, sav a
flying saucer travellineg at 500 m.p.h. Coptain Pendleton was the
first to sight the object, as he vas travelling from Cork to Brussels
via Aer Lingus Plane. "I have never secn anything like it" wes his
reply to newsmen who questioned him about the sighting. The object
passed neerly 3,000 feet underneath the plane, whi.ch was at 14,000
fect. None of the sixty pessengers saw it, nor did the Stewardesses.
Peter lMurphy described it a2as "large, brown, irregularly sheped and
with antennaes, It was smaller than a Viscount and was travelling at
more than 500 m.p.h." (continued on next page)
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