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MEMBERSHIP 

The Charter period was se l f-terminating on the 3 1st of January of this year. No increase in the annua l sub­
scription to Corresponding Members is e nvisaged at this time. A l l subscriptions are renewab le  on or before 

the 3 1st of December, 1968. 
Correspon ding (Services and privi l eg es out l ined in Brochure ) . • • . . . • . . • . • . . •  $ 
Visiting (The Committee of One Hundred) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Sponsors ( I ndividua l ,  Corporate, or I nstitution a l )  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

10.00 
100.00 

1000. 00 
( or m ore) 

Honorary (For specia l ist or m eritorious services) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

No app l ication f orm re quired, but a Biogra phica l sketch w ould be a ppreciated. 

* * * * * 

(Life) 

The Foundation is authorized to contract with individua ls, and industria l ,  scientific, and other institu­

tions  to undertake specific projects. I f  requested by Sponsors, specia l provisions may be made for repre­

sentation on the Scientific Advisory Board for the duration of the contract. Certain faci I ities and services 

are avai I ab le  to a l l  m embers through correspondence, or by pre-arranged vis it to the research center. 

Nomina l  charges are m ade to cover the costs of  retrieva l ,  copying, and dispatch of materia l .  Non-members 

may obtain such services on l y  under specific contracts, negotiated on an individua l basis. A l l communica­

tions with the Foundation must be made in writing. Pure l y  business correspondence shou ld  be addressed 

to the Business office. A l l requests and a pp l ications should be as specific as possibl e. 
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EDITORIAL 
Now that the organizationa l pha se of our e stab lishment see m s  to be tai l ing off, if not over, we are ab l e  to 

re l ieve the po l icy makers of the c hore s they have han d l ed so manful l y. I n  future, o n l y  major po l icy  decision s 
tha t affect the Society a s  a w h o l e  wi l l be reported in the New s l etter; detai l s wil l be l eft to the Board to 
wrang le  over at their quarter l y  m eeting s. So, it is now time for some editoria l izing: 

One salient point current ly protrude s  from the heap of e ffort that has gone into the bui lding of our organiza­
tion. This is that not on ly  the potentia l members, but not a few of our charter members appear to be un der a 
comp lete misapprehen sion as to our primary objectives.  This is probab l y  a matter of mere semantic s, a l thoug h 
the s e  objective s  were very carefu l l y  spe l l ed out in our initia l Brochure. The core of the troub l e  is, we fee l ,  
a misinterpretation and misuse of t h e  word "researc h" (in the current wor l d), and notab ly  in t h e  Ang l o-Saxon­
speaking wor l d. 

This word mean s just what it say s ; to wit, �-searching throug h what is a l ready known. I t  is a proce s s  of 
co l lation and ana lysis, and has n othing whatsoever to do with science  which, as our motto proc laim s and al l 
dictionaries define, is the pursui!_of, or S E ARCH for, the Unknown. Re searc h is a techno l ogical  exercise and 
has no  more identity with searc h  or c o l l ection than it does with the pub I ication or dis semination of inform­
ation. Hence the very c l ear statement of our objectives as being "The Co l l ection (search), Eva I uation (re­
search), and Dis semination (pub lication) of I N F ORMATI ON". 

The word "re search" has today become synonymous with a l l aspects of investigation and not by any mean s 
on ly in the fie l d s  of science ;  and it conjure s up vision s of team s of peop le  in white coats inhabiting vast, 
steri l e  bui l ding s fil l ed with bott l e s  and buttons ;  for so many hours, so many day s a week. And this is a very 
fair appraisal of the bott l e-washers and button-pushers at that! The misconception refered to above is un­
doubted l y  due to this pure l y  semantic mudd l e. Let it be reiterated, therefore, that we are not a 're search' or­
ganization either in its true sen se exc lusive ly, or in this mistaken sen se general ly. We are a data c o l l ection 
outfit that ana lyses  and evaluate s I TEMS, and then endeavours to publish it s finding. 

The other side  of our corporate c oin is  l ogica l ly  the obverse of "service s rendered"; i. e. "reque sts made". 
Since  we are a corporate body, our very existence is predicated on a quid pro quo. What the Society need s i s  
a s  con stant and vo luminous a f l ow of information as  po s sibl e o n  al l the subjects that w e  deal in, and any 
others that you think we oug ht to become intere sted in. 

And so; just what� we intere sted in ? 
The an swer is rea l l y  very simp le -- to wit, E verything! However, we specia l ize in the natura l sciences, 

and notab ly the geol ogical , bio l ogica l ,  and anthropo l ogical  fie l d s  (see Chart p. 8. of N EWSL ETT E R  No.2. 
March, 1968). Everything and anything of an informationa l nature is we l c ome within this wide range of know­
ledge; even estab l ished facts  being of great va lue to our l ibrary, and thus to our eval uation work. H owever, it 
is the as yet non-estab l is hed facts (see p.S. of N EWSL ETT E R  No. 1.) that intere st us most an d whic h, in the 
wor l d  of pragmatism, have c ome to be known a s  Fortean: and, if you want an exposition of what this mean s,  I 
must even at the risk  of being accused of s e l f-advertisement refer you to the last c hapter of a paperbac k book 
entit led  "TH I NGS", published by Pyramid Book s of New York in N ovember, 1967. 

We shou ld  a l so stre s s  (again) that we do  not fil e, attempt to a s se s s, or publish on category E .  (on pag e 5 
of News l etter No. 1.), whic h  is to say the aesthetic, ethica l ,  re l igious, my stica l ,  occult, and re lated subjects. 
Neverth e l e s s ,  day by day, it is bec oming increasing l y  difficul t to d raw the l ine between these  and both the 
e stablished (accepted) and the non-e stab lished (fortean), and notab ly  in such fie l d s  as the mechanic s of 
thought, EMI-effect s on l iving entities, hypnosis, and so forth, so that se l ected material in these border line 
departments are we l come. But, l et� d ecide on which side of this hazy l ine they fa l l ,  as of now; and then,  if 
they sti I I  seem to us, to be "beyond the pal e", we wi I I  pas s  them on to our as soc i  ate, Wa I ter J. McGraw who 
has specia lized in such matters for many years and bui l t  up a remarkabl e, se l ected and se l ec tive l ibrary in 
the se fie l d s. 

Fina l l y  l et us stre s s  the fact that what we offer and try to provide are, primari l y, individua l servic e s  as  
described above, rather than mas sive impersonal publ ication s which aspire to  cover everything and  yet cannot 
find space to discus s any one proRer ly. 

I van T. Sanderson 
Director 
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ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

De spite the perhaps seeming ly  haphazard procedure at the center, as seen by non-visiting members from 
outside, we are working to a l ongterm master p lan wh i c h  was laid down when we origina l l y inc orporated ,  two 
years ago. This is twofo ld ;  first a (physica l )  buil ding program, w hich is superv i sed and reported upon by the 
Deputy Director; and ,  second,  w hat is e s s entia l l y  a bib l i ographic procedure.  A third category - name l y  Specia l  
Projects - was initia l l y  a l l otted some  permanent p lace  in  the  time-budget because this most e s sential feature 
of our who le  effort c ould not just be dec lined during the organizationa l period . 

Th e theme of the office w ork, as oppo sed to the bui l ding p lan ,  was and i s  to sort, c las sify, weed out 
(dross), and c ata l ogue a l l  the materia l we have on hand .  This meant tac k l ing some 5000 books ;  a large number 
of periodica l s ; s ome fifty feet of s h e l ving, h o l ding pamph l ets ,  book l ets ,  and 'separates'; seven fi l ing cabinets 
of in formationa I materia l ;  four of corre spondenc e; and two of pictures ;  and over a thousand maps .  So far, the 
books are compl eted,  and very c on siderab le  inroad s into the informational  fil es  have been made, whi l e  the 
c orre spondence fi l e s  have been  finis hed except for s ome s econdary g l eaning.  

At tiTe same time, we have managed to ke ep up with the routine work and current operation s . This mean s 
mo stl y corre spondence and the fi I ing of reports ,  c lip s ,  tear sheets and other information that we rec eive.  Thi s  
i s  our I ife-b lood but it i s  a muc h  greater c hore than most of you may rea I i ze . For in stan c e, we ran over 6000 
letters o n  the 81Patterson Affair" (de s cr ibed be low). Further, materia l c ome s in from a l l over the wor ld  in a l l 
languages  and even •scripts " .  This has to be trans l ated , and our tran s lation service, whi le  very good , is ex· 
tre me ly  expensive, e specia l l y when it c omes  to non- European languages .  Sometimes we hit rea l problems  suc h  
as  some very valuabl e material printed i n  t h e  Cyri l l ic (Rus sian , primaril y) script but which defied our tran s­
lators . I t  turned out to be in Georgian! 

(2) Specia l  Projects: Our second most time-con suming administrative job is the reception at HQ of members 
pI ann ing expedition s ,  trip s ,  or research projects .  The se stay at HQ unti I they have read a I I  we have on their 
specia l ity , made a l ist of c ontacts they wish to visit to fi l l out their needed information , and to discuss their 
w ho le  procedure . The as sistance we can give is rea l ly  in three parts ,  which are in precise ac cord with our 
major objective s; name ly ,  to aid the m  in p lan ning the physica l equipment for their forthcoming work, to study 
maps ,  and then to obtain from us l etters of introduction; second , to actua l l y  research the fact s as known; and ,  
third , to plan subsequent dis semination o f  information on their project. This last has l ed us to an  innovation 
in our organization,  nam e ly: -

(3) Promotion: together with Pub I ic ity and straight Pub I ic Rei at ion s .  No l e s s  than ten of our Charter 
Members , Board Members , and/or Officers happen to be l ive l ong expert s in these fie l d s ,  and a l l of them have, 
during the past two years , put an enormous amount of time and energy into the promotion of our organization.  
H owever, it has tran spired that such profes sional approac h  is of no  avai I to  us,  and in  our case d efeats itse l f. 
Our object i ves are just not am enable  to the n orma I profe ss iona l proc edure. 

Having discovered this from actua l ,  practica l experience,  we came to the c on c l us ion that we wou ld ,  prima­
ri l y ,  have to undertake the initiation of a l l the se three e s sentia l a spects of our work, and then emp l oy a pro­
fe s siona l to carry through each proje ct on an individua l basis.  We now, therefore, p lan a l l of this (simu ltane­
ous ly with the other p lanning with v i siting members); make the initial contacts and arrangeme nts  - for radio 
and tv appearance s ,  pub I ication and so forth - and then turn the •1 eg-work" over to our man in New York who 
has the faci litie s ,  the •in" ,  and the time to fo l l ow up our l ead s ,  make fina l arrangements ,  and • s ee the thing 
through" .  To this e nd we have been ab le to acquire the vo luntary service s  of Mr. Terence  A. Roberts,  a free­
lance pub I ic re lation s  rna n with l ong profe s s  iona I e xperience .  (We pay o n l y  his out of pocket expen ses). 

As  a result of this arrang ement, there is no  nec e s sity to is sue separate reports on the activities of this 
department. A l l t hat is  d one in these  f i e l d s  w i l l  appear in the genera l reports of eCurrent Events" that, from 
now on , wil l comprise the  major part of the New s letters.  

(4)  Another administrative res pon s  ibi I ity is ,  in point of fact, rna intenance of the phy si ca I properties of the 
Society, since the Deputy Director is  not re sident at HQ. This occupies a very con siderab le  percentage of 
the staff's time in that there i s  an unending routine of work , wh i ch must be kept up with the year round. This 
work has been maintained . 

Marion S. Fawcett 
A s sistant to Director 



- 5 -

MEMBERSHIP 
Perhap s natura l l y, I am con stant ly  being asked how many  members  we now have. Unfortunate l y, th i s  question 

cannot be an swered precise ly  at any one in stant as the number c hange s dai l y, and we have even begun to re· 
ceive the sad news that there have been d eath s among our c harter m ember s. N onethe l e s s, I am prepared to say 
that, as of .the time of writing (16th Apri l ,  1968) we have about 400 memb ers of a l l  categorie s. Membership a s  
a who l e has had t o  b e  taken over b y  my department for pure l y  mechanica l reason s, since  the Membership Secre· 
tary has to be phy sical l y  re sident w here the finances  are hand l ed, and this is  impos sib le  for any of our other  
Officer s becaus e, this  being a vo luntary outfit, a l l are ful l y  e m p l oyed e l sewhere. 

The categorie s and term s of member sh i p  are l i sted on page 2 of this New s l etter, with a note as to expiry 
dates. A few word s of exp lanation of  this are ca l l ed for .  There are four main categor i e s  of membership: - ( 1) 
Corresponding, which mean s just that; name ly, that they have acce s s  to information and he l p  by corre spondence 
and/or by p r i or wr itten reque st to  visit H Q  but at  their own expen s e  vis-a-vis l iving (in nearby mote l s or 
such ). (2) Visiting Member s, otherw i se ca l l ed the Committee of One Hundred, who wis h  to stay at HQ for 
l onger period s to avai l them se lves  o f  faci lities other than mere informat i on (see above, under Ad ministration ). 
(3) Spon sors, either individua l s ,  or c orporation and in st ituti ona l .  The se  are of cour se offered a l l faci l ities at 
al l times and, in the case of the latter, they may as stated in our ter m s  of inc orporation ,  reque st a s eat on the 
Scientific Advisory Board for the duration of any contract they sign with the Soc i ety. (4) Honorary Members .  
This l ast category is confined to  those  who have actual l y  rendered the Soc i ety profe ss ional  aid and assistance  
and  who expres s  their wil l ingne s s  to c ont i nue to  do so in  some specia l ized fie l d. 

F i nal l y, w hil e renewa l  date for subscriptions  is now set for the end of 1968, the Card s of tho se joining 
from June of this year wil l not expire until the end of 1969. Wi l l you p l ease c heck your Membership Card s and 
see that the date, either printed or wr i tten in, conform s to this new ru ling. 

ESTABLISHMENT 

A l ma V. Sanderson 
Treasurer 

This i s  to be part l y  a Report and part ly  an Exposition. L et me dispose  of the fir st as  quic k l y  as  pos sib le. 
I t  invo lves  three separate is sues: -

( 1) Ge nera l Maintenance. This has been out l ined in the report from the Assistant to the Director. I may 
add on ly  that some more very e s sentia l tree-trimming has been d one, and the cu l verts between the two pond s 
c l eared (of muskrat enterpri ses ) and re-set. 

(2) Th e O l d  House. A l l f l oor s have been sanded, the jo i nt s  fil l ed,  and repainted. A l l pas sageway s have 
been repainted, and the off i ce has been renovated with a l l book she lves  rebui l t. Two-third s of the outside has 
been repainted, the roof repaired, and the dogpen s repaired. Since  the entire house is now fi l l ed,  inc l ud i ng 
the basement, and the n ew "concrete" sti I I  not comp leted, it was decided to I ine the attic. This  work wi I I  
have to be undertaken very s hort l y. 

(3) The 'Concrete'. As  previous l y  reported, this  cou l d  not be finished last year due to ear l y  fro sts. I t  is  
two-third s comp leted and it has been dec ided to l ine on ly  the  20' x 20' room, an� make it into a bed- sitting­
room-off i ce, with a l ibrary exten sion, heat, l i ght, sink-water, d rainage, and al l other l iving faci l ities .  The 
other part- 40' x 20'- being a l ready ha l f  ful l of stored item s, wil l mere l y  be weatherproofed but not sea l ed. 

The major matter upon w h i c h  I w i sh to report is the so-ca l led 'New Library Bui l d i ng'. This  has been  
m entioned repeated l y  before, and i t  is  now time that we l ay before you our p l an s. These  wi l l  be  s een,  in  the 
rough, on the next page. Proper arc h i tects' p lan s are being d rawn, and detai led cost e st i mate s prepared. This, 
h owever, is  a l ong d rawn out and somewhat cost ly  proce s s  a s  this bu i I ding is fair l y  large and somewhat 
compl icated. The se sim p l e  diagram s on the next page shou l d  speak for them s e l ve s, e s pecia l l y  with the 
accompanying ' Exp lanation'. 

There are good reason s for each of the contained units s hown - such as office s, stockroom, l ibrary-con­
ference-room, fireproof storage, photographic darkroom, sound-stud i o, and I iv i  ng quarter s, etc. T he general  
appearance  of the propo sed bui l d i ng ( see Fig.l. ,  top of next page - e levation, east face)  is designed to con­
form with the Old Bui l ding (see Photog raph, top page 7 . )  and thus  with the average appearance of l oca l country 
dwe l l i ng s. The rather ta l l peaked roof w i I I  prov i de very desirab l e  storage space for the future. Con struction 
i s  conceived as being of s prung stee l and prefab concrete; w i ndows and door s of a luminum; concrete f l oor s;  
and as l itt le  f lam mable  materia l as pos sib le. 

E dgar 0. Schoenenberger 
Deputy D i rector 
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TH E OL D HOUSE -- E AST - FAC I NG E L EVAT I ON 

Bathroom 

Bed - Sitting - Room s 

C lo set 

Control Booth 

Experimenta l Kitchen 

Executive Office s  

Fireproof Fi ling Room 

Library Conference Room 

Library Exten sion Reading 

Photographic Laboratory 

Research Office s  

R e st Room 

Stock Room 

Roofed Service Room 

Sound Studio 

Room 

(to scale) 

E X P L AN ATION 

The Bed-Sitting-Room s are de sig ned to accomodate a 
workdesk so that visitors may retire from the daily office 
rac ket. The executive office s will contain the private 
referenc e  l ibrarie s of the operative s  and have space for 
other book s in use;  the Research Offices will be similarly 
equipped. The Experimental Kitchen will be fully equipped 
for both te sting the exotic herbs grown on the land, and 
a l so for the general purposes of re sident s. A l l  first e­
ditions,  and unique material in fi l e s, will be stored in a 
l oc ked, ful ly fire-proof room, as shown; spec i fi cat ions  
wil l be  to  in surance requirements. The main Library is 
sufficient l y  large to ac comodate the twenty who attend 
Board Meeting s. The upstairs Library Exten sion wil l  be 
carpeted and furnished as a comfortable reading room, 
with ful l sound in sulation. The Photographic Laboratory 
wil l be fu lly equipped for both stil l and motion-picture 
proce ssing. The Stock Room wil l a l so house a l l repro­
ducing machinery, copying , binding, etc. The Sound 
Studio and Contro l Booth (audio) wi l l  a l so house the 
Tape Co l l ection, in fireproof, hermeti co l ly sea l ed rack s. 
The Rest Room, down stairs, wil l have a ful l - sized bath 
and shower; toi l et, basin s and dre s sing tab l e, and a 
couch. This wi l l be a "Ladie s Room on l y". The Service . 
room wil l have an entranc e  into the main bui l ding under 
the stairs -- not s hown in diagram. 
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CURRENT EVENTS 
Our principa l reason for incorporating was  the estab l ishment of a medium for the exchang e of information 

and ideas ,  and to a ssist tho se of l ike interests. The first neces sity is therefore the creation of such a medium. 
Unti l now, during the org anizationa l pha ses  of our e stab l ishment, there has  been no time or p l ace  for this ,  a s  
every hour devoted, and  every s crap o f  space avai l a b l e  t o  us h a s  had t o  be given over t o  wrest l ing with inter­
mi nob le  lega l ities and forma I itie s. Now, a t  l ong l a st, we are ab le ,  tentative ly ,  to initiate a proper in formation­
al out l et. 

The  N EWSL ETT E R - and ever more of it from now on -- wi l l  be devoted to what may be ca l l ed "news and 
views". To these co l umn s we we l come a l l  m anner of communic ation s :  -:- question s,  origina l  reports ,  worthwhi l e  
bib l iographica l  a n d  other references ,  c om ment, rep lie s t o  querie s,  a n d  in side stories o f  events. A l so,  w e  pro­
pose to introduce and eva l uate other organization s and their pub l ic ation s; and we wil l appraise and  review 
book s ,  informa l ly ,  a s  new s item s .  Both c ommunication s from and appraisa l s  of non-affi l iated organization s  are 
a l so we l come 

TH E PAT T E RSON A F FA I R 
The most outstanding event in the fortean fie l d  during the past  six month s,  and potentia l l y one of the most  

important ever to have occured , was  the obtaining of 30-feet of  16.mm,  standard, non-profes siona l ,  c o l or fi l m  
o f  a very l arge h airy Hominid , b y  Roger L .  Patterson (92) * a n d  a friend Bob Gim l in, in De l Norte County o f  
northern Ca l ifornia , in October l a st. This story h'!s been pub l ished in ARGOSY Magazine in two artic l e s-­
the February and Apri l is sue s  of this . year-- and aired on. innumerab l e  te l evision and radio shows,  both net­
w ork and l oca l ,  and inc l uding severa l of the biggest shows, l ike A l an Burke, Joe Pyne, &a l ii. The best 
summation of the who le  story was , however, written by Bob Kirkpatrick ,  the E xecutive Editor of NAT I ONAL 
WI L D L I F E and pub l i shed in  his  own  mag azine, Vo lume 6. No. 3 ,  April -May, 1968 issue. This is  a l ready 
a l most a c o l l ector's item and we urge a l l  of you who are intere sted in this busine s s  of ABSMs to write for a 
back copy-- to Nationa l Wi l d l ife Membership Services ,  38 1 West Center Street, Marion, Ohio (43302). 

But n one of this airing h a s  to l d  the rea l  story behind the story; a story that wi I I  be a l l too fam i I iar to o l d­
tim e fortean s but which sti I I  should be dis seminated. A l l the o l d  "b l ocks" aro se and many of the o l d  "gi m­
m ick s "  were un l ea shed,  and by the who le  gammut of orthodoxie s. The treatment of Roger Patterson persona l l y  
on l y  mis sed that norma l l y meted out t o  'pioneers' b y  a hair' s breadth. Fran k l y, we -- the working mem ber s 
of our society -- were, a s  Roger has  very generous ly  stated, s o l e l y  re spon sib le  for the fact that the wipe 
( see  Char les  Fort for definition) a l though started and we l l under way wa s ha l ted before it gathered too much 
momentum, so that he did fina l l y get .a proper hearing. A l l he  was  "robbed of" was reimbursement for the time 
and money he h ad s pent during the past eight years on this enterprise, which ha s virtua l l y bankrupted him; 
since the "va lue"  of  any one such picture as he obtained had been priced at a po sitive l y  enormous sum ten 
years ago. And this story shoul d be p l aced on the record . 

I persona l l y ( I . T .S . )  was  pre sent in a suite at  the Amba s sador Hote l in New York occupied by my l ate 
friend Tom S lick ,  the Texa s mul timi l l ionaire oi l and c att le  man , owner of S lick  Air l ines  and the founder of 
the l argest private ly  bac ked Scientific I n stitute in the wor l d  and who had spent many years pursuing ABSMs, 
a l l  th e way from the origin a l  Abomin ab l e  Snowmen of the Him a l ayas  to the pigmy Orang  Pendek of Sumatra, 
the Sa s quatches  of Canada and the se Ohmah s or Big feet of Ca l ifornia, when two senior executive s of one of 
our l eading news magazine s offered him (officia l l y and in the pre sence of five witne s se s; one of them C. V. 
Wood who bui It Disney l and for Wa l t) $500,000 for the first photograph of any ABSM, dead or a I ive, that coul d 
not be proved a fake. 

What actua l l y happened in the Patterson Ca se wa s that a mutua l friend- Jim McCiarin (8 1)- rang me ( I TS) 
l ate one night from Ca lifornia to say that word had c ome out that Roger had obtained some fi l m  of a Big foot 
and was on his way to have it proc e s sed. He reque sted he l p  in hand l ing matters which we immediate l y  promis­
ed, and we then started l aying on a l l  pos sib l e  scientific , c ommercia l ,  and pub l icity out lets. However, we 
heard nothing further for over three weeks ,  when HQ got a phone c a l l from Roger from New York. We were down 
there in two hours ,  having a l erted L OO K  Magazine, and met Chari ie Crand a l l ,  their Picture Editor, in the 
hote l ,  and then got together with Roger Patterson, his brother-in- l aw, AI DeAt l ey, and a Ho l lywood agent who 
h ad come east with them. 

L1 F E  h ad viewed the fi l m  at a private showing for scienti st s  in Canada - - since  no American s wou ld  l ook 
*

Members mentioned i n  these Newsletter s will b e  indicated and identified b y  their card numbers, s o  that their addresses 
m ay be obtained from us. 
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at it-- and had paid the party's pa s sages to New York and made a dozen 'out-take s' of the be st frame s from 
the film. We wanted L OOK to see the se and the film in ca se L I F E  decided to re lin quish  their option, which i s  
just what they did . We a l so went to our o l d  friend Mi l t  Mach lin,  Editor o f  ARGOSY, an ex-newsman, a l ive wire, 
and seriousminded. (We did not go to T R U E  because they had 'muffed' the l a st story we offered them - i. e.  
the first c opy of the Roya l  Airforce's ana l y sis  of the Tim Din sda l e  fil m of a Loch N e s s  Mon ster, which they 
had proved to be g enuine - by sitting on it for three week s when it was  the hotte st topica l  news item on the 
doc ket). L OOK were very impres sed but cou l d  not do anything on ethic a l  ground s  unti I Ll FE had come to a 
decision . 

Next day, L I F E  took Rog er and A I  with the fi lm to the American Museum of Natura l History where a s how­
ing was put on for some of the scientific staff, notab ly  Dr. van Ge l der Head of the Department of Mamma l s  and  
Dr. Shapiro of  Anthropo l ogy. The wire service s  were permitted to view but the  owners  were exc luded and  with· 
in fifteen minutes  the "scientist s "  announc ed that alt is  not ko sher (a funny word to use for a spoke sman of a 
scientific organization)  because it is impo s sib l e " .  Upon this, L I F E  washed their hand s of the who l e  thing and 
LOOK fo l l owed suit on the ground s  that if  t he AMNH said it  was  a phoney, it  wa s .  At  this point we pounced;  
and contract was signed between the owners and Mr. Ha l  Steeger, pub l is her of ARGOSY, l ate that  nig ht. We 
then went to work to round up s o�me other scientist s and nota b l y  phy sic a l  anthropo l ogist s. 

The resul t s  are fu l l y  recorded in the first ARGOSY piece.  The fi lm  wa s f l own down to Prof. W. C. O sman 
Hil l (62) at the Yerkes  Primate Center, Emory University, in At l anta, Georgia, and then Drs .  John Napier 
( 170), V l adimir Markotic ( 78)  and others viewed it at a c l o sed s howing in Wa shington at which Dr. A. Jo seph 
Wraight ( 128) Chief Geographer to the U .S. Coast  and Geodetic Survey, and Mr. N.  0. Wood Jr. ,  Director of  
Operation s for the Secretary of  the I nterior were present. A copy of the fi l m  wa s then handed to Dr. Napier of  
th e Primate Bio l ogy Division of  the Smithsonian for detai l ed ana l y sis,  a work that is of  the time of writing 
stil l in the proce s s  of being executed.  Meanwhi l e  Roger Patterson and A I  De At ley had returned to the Coa st, 
and then the next phase of t his  saga began . 

They were invited to Ho l l ywood - at t heir own expen se, I might add - and kept there for no l e s s  than 
seven week s 'negotiating' with a l l manner of high-fa l l ootin' outfit s, a l l of whom were tal king in six figure s 
about making an hour-and-a-h a l f  documentary, incorporating Roger's ' strip', of the who l e  Big foot story . Th ey 
asked a year to make it, with a c amera crew and director on Patterson's expedition for which he wa s trying to 
raise money. As  is usua l with Ho l l ywood, not one g-d thing happened and not one sing l e  penny  wa s even put 
into e scrow by way of an option.  

Fina l ly, Roger rang me and a sked  what we might be ab l e  to do.  I a s ked him whether he might be prepared 
to make over foreign rights to us, and he did so. We made one phone ca l l  to David Attenborough the head of 
the Second Program - Science and Natura l History - of t he B.B.C. in L ondon and within 24 hours their Senior 
Produc er, Rona l d  Web ster wa s with me in New York . I t  took two weeks  on ly  to negotiate and sign contract 
for first-run rights  in the U . K . and Commonwea lth, and a generous participation in foreign sa l es to be  han d l ed 
by the B BC. Roger retained and sti I I  retain s a l l  North American right s .  Two weeks  l ater Ron Web ster went to 
work with ·an  extraordinary crew - Chicago Fi lms Inc.  (Gavin Mc Fadyen and Charter Week s )  - and within two 
wee k s, d espite the "city revo lution ",  finished the film  and f l ew home over the North Po l e  with severa l ten s  of 
thousand s of feet of fi lm  in the can .  

Whi le  here the B BC fi lmed Roger Patterson at  H Q, and then  shot s evera l hours  of a discus sion between Dr. 
John Napier and the writer ( I T S), with visua l s  in the form of p l a ster c a st s  of the footprints  of Bigfeet . L ater, 
they ran an hour on Dr. J oe Wraight in Wa shington, D. C. , then f l ew to Denver to interview Prof. George A.  
Agogino (2); then on to Dr. Montagna,  H ead of  t he Oregon Primate Center; a nd ended up with interviews with 
severa l person s, of a l l  age s and w a l k s  of l ife, on the Coa st wh o had to l d  Roger that they had en countered 
Big feet at c l ose  range. It wil l take two to t hree month s to edit this fi lm  but it wi l l  then be aired in Europe, 
and L I F E  I NT E RNAT I ONAL have opted to pub lish  an artic l e  on the story simultaneous ly: 

That there is very great interest in this throughout the re st of the wor l d  was  exemp l ified by a ha l f-hour 
te l ephone ca l l we h ad from Moscow.  This was from the Editor of A ROUN D TH E WOR L D, the Rus sian equiva­
l ent of L I F E, and Dr. Boris F .  P orshnev, Profes sor of History at the Rus sian Academy of Sciences  who h a s  
been active ly  inve stigating ABSMs for over a decade. 

This is  the status of the story as of now . A copy of the BBC Documentary, enc losing severa l run s of 
Patterson's ' strip' is being given to Roger for private s howing in this country and for s a l e  to T V  or oth er out· 
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le ts .  I t  i s  rather amusing, but typical of such 'incident s', t hat al l the network s here, several independents, 
some fi I m c ompanie s, and a host of agent s are now scrambl ing for an  exc I us ive first showing here. Thus, we 
have avoided the 'wipe ' and maybe s aved the s cientific discovery of the age, but there is a l ong way to go 
yet. A film is  not conclusive proof of the exi stence of anything .  Only a dead or stunned specimen, or a skul l ,  
wi I I  prove the matter a n d  convi nee t he scien tist s a n d  other sceptic s .  Roger has  t o  get bac k into t h e  fiel d to 
obtain such .  Meantime, we know of no l e s s  than nine other seriousminded and in some ca se s ful l y  financed 
outfit s t hat are going int o t he fiel d .this  spring. 

The fun ny thing about this c a se i s  that the topnotch  scientist s most deepl y concerned with the speciality 
9.!JiLtaking it very serious ly .  Further, most of these s cientists  are government empl oyed, and both the Canadian 
and American Governments themsel ve s are deeply intere sted . This is  something quite new in fortean endeavour. 

GIANT "ARMADI L L O"? 
This is a cl a s sic exampl e of another type of a ffair onl y too wel l known to forteans .  When something crops  

up l ike Patterson's film whic h c atche s popul ar .fancy and is  shown and tal ked about on  tel evision shows that 
re ach over a mi I I  ion people, orthodoxie s can but appl y the "wipe". I f, on t he other hand, the item doe s not 
get initial ma s s  exposure, l e s s  onerous rul es  are appl ied . These may be  summed up by the two cliches  "KiTI 
by Sil ence" and "Masterful I nactivity" but, if there is stil l a 'l eak ' ,  straight ridicul e or the other ol d maxim, 
"T hey coul d not interpret what they saw" is appl ied . But thing s g et sticky for the"Status-Quo-Boy s" when the 
thin g was identified by person s they themsel ves regard as "scientist s" and "expert s "; and it becomes for them 
pes iti ve l y  gooey if said item is actual l y  obtai ned, phy sical l y .  Their onl y  remaining weapon then is de I iberate 
suppre s sion of any and all publ ication of the matter. Sometimes luck is on their side in doing this, since some 
of the se discoverie s are made by foreigners (and often by non-angl os )  and •of course" nobody can trust a word 
any foreigner says,  more e s pecial l y  L atin Americans, I ndians,  or any other "natives"! This is a very effective 
tool in the hands  of the E stablis hment for, to give one e xampl e, even UN E SCO c an not get funds  for the tran s­
l ation of publ ication s of l eading foreign s cientist s; vide the work s of Ramos on Phoenician petroglyph s in the 
Amazon Ba sin . This item is  thus a 'gl orious '  example of the "note but ignore" tech nique. 

It was  brought to our attention by a correspondent, Mr. Michael J. Shiel d s  of Muncie, Indiana, who gave us  
a reference to a most extraordinary l ittl e five-line squib in  "Life Sciences  Notes" o f  t he  7th October, 1967 
is sue of SCI E NCE N E WS. (Note : this l etter was received on the 26th March of this year. ) One of our Scientific 
Advisory Board, Dr. Bern ard Heuvel man s  (58)  of Paris, had heard rumours of this about Xma s time and a sked 
us to inve stigate, but the l oc ation and even the country of discovery that he had been given proved to be in­
accurate. Frankl y, we put the whol e thing down to mere rumour because of it s real ly  bizarre aspects .  Which 
onl y goes to show the effectivene s s  of the "kil l by sil ence" routine. H owever, somebody (and very fortunatel y)  
goofed, and the thing leaked into a scientific journal . Then, the inexorable proce s s  so bel oved of  the orthodox 

(and often to their own detriment! ) got under w ay, and it fil tered through the cen sor's screen and got in to this  
po pul ar publication of  the AAAS; thoug h  admittedl y in  a ful l y  deba sed form, c al cul ated to  make even a po­
tential bel iever scoff. It read a s  fol l ows  (in toto) : 

Mamma l ogy 

"One ton Armadil l o  caught. 
Argentinian natural ist s cl a shed with 2,200 pound s  of armadil l o  and won . A mal e giant armadil l o, 
three feet tal l and six and a hal f  feet l ong, is the first of his specie s  c aptured in 25 years. Until 
he wa s sighted recently, scientists  thought t he breed wa s extinct. " (en d s )  

have seen some grotesque rubbish  spouted i n  print over t h e  years but this  come s a s  near being a cl a s sic 
of misrepresentation a s  I have ever encountered. Let us begin at the top. 

First, as usual , no name s, dates, or location . Second, nothing on what happened at the time of capture 
or sub sequentl y.  Where did the object go; wa s it dead or al ive; who handled it and/or received it ? Next, the 
Gia nt Armadil lo  (Priodonte s giganteus) is a fairl y common animal throughout an enormous range in South 
Am eric a a nd real l y  very common in some areas .  Therefore, any person cal l ing himsel f a zool ogist who 
"thought" the s pecie s  to have b een extinct is  either a c lown or an idiot. 

Next, just what does c'three feet tal l "  mean ? Squatting, as most  armadi I l os do most of the time, or standing 
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up on it s rather l ong l eg s  a s  the Giant does  most of the time ? I f  the l atter, three feet is just a bout standard 
for a ful l grown s pecimen - I know, I have owned many  and  took the first pair to our N ationa l  Zoo in Wa shing­
ton in 1953. Then, " six and ha l f  feet l ong " :  doe s this mean wh at we ca l l 'H&B' which mean s •head and 
body",  or does it inc l ude  the tai I? If  the l atter, onc e  again, it i s  perfect l y  norma l for Priodonte s .  So, OK,  it s 
a Giant Armadi l l o found far away from it s natura l  environment, which is moist equatoria l rain fore st, in an 
area where such creatures were thought to have been exti net since  the fores t s  there were c l eared . This is all 
perfect ly  fine but unfortun ate l y  suc h  a creature weighs  when fu l l -grown on ly  about 250-pound s, and the maxi­
mum that I know of weigh ed just under 300 l b s .  Once again, I ob serve that •you c an't have it both way s, boy s . "  

Mike Shie l d s  went o n  t o  give u s  some very interesting fact s, a s  fo l l ow s, a n d  I quote: -
" I t  a l so seems un l ik e l y  that t here c ou l d  b e  confusion a s  to the sy stems of mea surement.  The l ength 

mea surement s of the Latin c ountries are the metro, t he vara, and t he pied (pee-aid ) .  The metro, of course, is  
roug h l y  39 inc h e s, and the vara is  l ikewise  c l ose to  a yard in l ength.  The  pied is,  un surprising ly, one-third 
of a vara. 

" I f  height and l ength were given in metros or vara s, and not proper ly  converted to feet, then the beas t  
wou l d  have to be  l arger rather t han  sma l l er than indic ated.  

" I f  given in piedes,  it  woul d be a lmost exact ly  correct if tran s l ated 'feet' which is t he l itera l tran s l ation .  
As far a s  I know, a l l weight mea surement s in L atin America today are in  grama s and ki l ograna s .  

"2200 gramas (grams) wou l d  be o n l y  about 4 pound s and wou l d  hard l y  refer t o  a giant armadi l lo, whi l e  2200 
kil ograms wou ld  be 4840 pounds  and w ou ld  mean the beast  wa s underrated .  • 

The point i s, if this anima l  was three feet ta l l standing up and six feet overa l l- i.e.  H&B, p l us tai l - it 
wou ld be a standard mode l ,  and the on l y  intere sting thing about it wou l d  be t hat it wa s caught  in Cordoba 
Province where indeed it  was  thought  to be extinct.  What  i s  more, you can't have just one anima l cropping up 
after twenty-five years even if it individua l ly c an I ive that l ong: there must be parents  and mates and young­
sters, as with L ake Mon sters, et �· 

I n  view of a l l  t hese d oubts,  c ontradiction s,  and l ack  of proper information, we went to work on the te l e­
phone, working by dint of some tru ly  monumenta l  effort in two l anguage s ( I  fear me, my Mexican type Spanish  
is  neither a ppreciated nor  understood in Argentina: ) down a l ong l ist of mamma l ogist s a t  the Museo N aciona l 
de L a P l ata, and the Con sejo N ationa l de l nvestigationes  Scientifica :t_ Tec hnica, in  Buenos Aires, a s  we l l  
a s  the Zoo there .  As of the time of writing we have not got any definitive an s wers to our que stion s but we 
ha ve c ertain l y  stirred up a veritab l e  "horn et s' nest"  of a ctivity and, if we do get anything c on crete before 
going to pre s s, we wi I I  pul l some other item and report on this .  

But why a l l  the  excitement ? Wel l ,  as  we a l l know there were armadi l l o- l ike creatures that must have weigh­
ed we l l  over a ton, if not two ton s,  inhabiting t he open country of southern South America unti I at l ea st the 
arriva l  of the Amerindian peo p l e s .  These  are c o l l ective l y  known as the G l y ptodonts, whic h  term covers severa l 
dozen specie s of h a l f  a dozen quite d istinct  type s, the most popu l ar of which is known a s  Doedicurus that h ad 
a regu l ar •mace"  at the end of it's  tai l . Re l ated forms had more simp l e  tapering tai l s, with or without s pike s 
and  s pine s, and s ome had  simp l e  s heaths  l ike  ordinary armadi l l o s .  What we are a sking is: I f  t his  creature 
that was c a ptured did weigh a ton (or two) and had a simp l e  tai l ,  cou l d  it not sti l l be a G l y ptodont rather than 
just a Priodontes a t housand mil e s  out of  p l ace?  

I f  it is  a G lyptodont i t  bring s up  many  other fascinating thing s, notob l y  that Dr. Heuve lman s ha s for years 
been s aying that such creatures may sti l l exist. What is  more, he and others be l ieve that they were fos soria l 
anima l s  that tunne l l ed through the loo se pampa s earth in search of their food; and there �more than a few 
storie s of peop le  s eeing trees in a l ine s waying vio lent l y  and even going up and down when there wa s no 
wind a nd a l l  the other tree s  remained c omp l ete ly  at rest! 

-

We wou ld  we l come a l iving G lyptodont .  The Coe l oc anth fish is running a bit dry since  one of our l e ading 
ichthyo l ogists is sued the c l a s sic statement some time b ac k  that: •we expected it to turn up sooner or l ater, 
a s  it i s  a deepwater fis h " .  The  same guy had said exac t l y  ten years before, and a l mo st to the day anent 
the first specimen c aught, that it must be a fake or a c a se of mistaken identity because: • A l l Coe locanths  
have been  extinct for 70, 000, 000 years. " 
TH E CONDON COMM I T T E E  

Ever since  it s inception, this enterprise h a s  been the subject to a l l  ma n ner of misinterpretation s, mis­
giving s, and misconception s .  Some of the s econd c ategory may h ave been l egitimate, but n ot so muc h  because 
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of the 'official '  c l oak thi s  com mittee wears,  which i s  a l way s s u s pect to many , as to the specia l ist expertizes 
of the rna jority of its members. I nitia l l y ,  a l most everybody s ee m s  to have agreed that both official dom and the 
pub l ic were l ucky in that Dr. Condon,  E!!_ se, was wi l l ing to undertake this  most rickety re spon sibility be­
cau se of both his high standing and his reputation for a no-non sen se approach. I t  was the se l ection of his 
team that prom pted the first misgiving s. 

At the time of its inception - the 1st of November, 1966 - ju st about everybody, 'be l ievers' and 'disbe­
l ievers' a l ike,  and of a l l persuasion s ,  were firm ly  convinced that the prob l em was a pure ly  phy sica l one, be 
it p lasma-ba l l s , swamp-gas, or even "machines" from outer s pace as some contended. Whi l e  Dr. Condon him s e l f  
was manife stl y  more than capab l e  o f  han d l ing the pure ly  (both c las sic and n uc lear) phy sical aspects o f  the 
prob l em, a l most everybody - except the rocketry buffs - confident l y  expected to see the Chairman coopt the 
most hig h l y  expert services of co smo logists and astronomers, chemists ( spectroanal y sis) ,  astro- an d geo­
phy sicists,  geomorphol ogi sts inc I udi ng upper atmo sphere s pecia lists,  and straight meteoro l ogists, an d even 
hydro logists and geo l ogi sts. Very few if any, apart from some of our members, rea lly hoped for or expected 
any of the l ife- science s ,  even the most vital of a l l - name ly ,  Exobio l ogy - to be represented, but everybody 
was confident that E-M-techn o l ogists of the highest cal iber, aeronautical de sign engineers, and at l east one 
rocketry expert wou l d  be inc I uded. One may therefore perhaps  understand the dismay and the doubts engender­
ed when it was announced that, apart from one upper atmosphere s pecialist  and an ab le  administrator, the 
team con sisted whol l y  of psycho l ogists- and s pecia lists in human psych o l ogy at that! 

What on earth, (or off it) the l ast have to do  with a natura l phenomenon that everybody - exce pt psycho lo­
gists! -- were abso l ute l y  agreed was a 'physica l'  rea lity was , and sti I I  is ,  com p l ete ly  beyond comprehen­
sion. Maybe a team of psychiatrist s to weed out the obviou s hoaxes,  crackpots,  and other forms of "kook ery" 
wou l d  have been of con siderabl e advantage provided it had incl uded, as well as the "couch"; those trained in 
po lice work and the study of just p lain in sanity. Since there was no s uch team either, it was immediate l y  
a s s um ed b y  s ome parties that the committee was going t o  approach the prob l em on a dichotomous  basis of 
very l imited scope -- to wit; which of the case s cou l d  be gen uine reports of phy sica l objects,  and which 
might be pure ly  subjective creation s  of the human mind. This in turn was not ca l culated to a l lay the doubt s 
of severa l  groups of varying persuasion. 

As  a re su l t  of the se pre l iminary announcements, not on ly  the "saucerian s" but the seriou sminded "ufo l o­
gists" - - and a l most to a man , l et al one Society - - started ye l l ing "whitewash"; whi l e  even the Fortean s,  
re serving judgement as  is  their wont and being , above a l l ,  sceptica l of� sceptics,  pointed out that the s et­
up was ideal for what they ca l l  "a wipe". Then , the Fourth E state got into the act and with some hoots of 
g l ee. Having a l most to a paper (though not a man - meaning individua l reporters) ridicu l ed the who l e b u sine ss  
for twenty years,  o r  ru shed into print ''exp lanation s" put forward by  anybody other than the  ufo l ogists, now be­
gan to predict a fina l ,  po sitive and officia l exp l anation. The pre s s, however, is often incredib ly  naive and 
g u l l ib l e  as we l l  as being more hidebound, obtuse, and uncritical of anything that is  not fu l l y "estab lished" by 
and approved by orthodoxy of some kind than the most one-track-minded techno logists. Yet, for some inex­
p l icab l e  reason,  the pre s s  a l so has an a l most universal reputation for sen sationa l ism,  lack of proper inve sti­
gative abi lity, and just p lain bad reporting .  Anything pub l ished in any new s paper with the word "TI MES" on 
its masthead is taken as abso l ute g o s pe l  by everybody, and is l ooked upon with some awe even by my stic s 
and s uch fo l k  a s  the  saucerians. 

On this occasion, however, one began to note statements in co l umn s and feature artic les ,  most ly  in smal l er 
out of town papers and in foreign periodical s , reviewing the o l d  batt l e  cry of "suppresion of evidence • (and 
notab ly  by airforce s) ,  and hinting that the Committee was but a last-ditch attempt to maintain such a position 
on the part of authority. This in turn encouraged the more s eriousminded ufo l ogical outfits to pub I ish simi l or 
opinion s. Hard ly  an issue  of both saucerian mimeographed outpouring s and the neatly printed and stap led peri­
odical s of the ufol ogica l societie s during the past few month s has l acked some comment upon and criticism of 
Dr. Condon's Committee. Recent ly ,  some of the se have become mo st outspoken and even viru l ent, and they 
have become ever more controversia l and contradictory. P ure s pecu lation as  to just what �going on and what 
the future may h o l d  has been, in some case s, accepted as fact, but manife st ly  without any reference either to 
the true facts of the case or to the committee's expre s sed opinion s and pub I i shed stateme nt s. 

As a re s u l t  our Board in structed me ( I TS, as Director} to write to Dr. Condon direct ly and ask for an 
officia l statement of the current position and for whatever prog nostication s  he might be prepared to make as 
to the future. This was prom pted by the p l ethora of letters received from members, and notably from tho se 
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not specifica l l y  interested in ufo l ogy,  asking for t he facts. As a resu l t, the l etter reproduced (in part) be l ow 
was despatched, and the exp l icit rep l y  herewith a l so pub l ished (in fu l l ) was received. Before pre senting 
the se, however, we fee l  that an equa l l y  proper, l ucid, and factua l statement on the origin of the Committee 
shou l d  be made known to you. 

This was pub l ished on the front page of N. I .C.A.P.'s *TH E U F O  I N V E ST I GATOR,  Vo l .  I V., No.3., Nov­
Dec. 1967, but was probab ly  not seen by a majority of our members  as ufo l ogy  is not their primary interest and 
on ly a s ma l l percentage may have gained sight of this publ ication. We herewith reproduce the head to this 
contract a s  from, and with the kind permis sion of, N I CAP. 

COST 
NEGOTIATED CONTRACT 1\:i(G/bc:: 

NU• tfu uN u1 ttt.u a•uH"·•••�t. Au' u 1 Na.'-o"" nu ttuNttUANT 
I TO 

-�-· R.! .. �o: 6�:E03 ___ . ------·· ---�-� -����- �-�����-�1!. .. 
•s-��•o•v Air Force OCC1cc of SC'it!nti!ic 

Research. Arlington. Va. 22209 

JNlTIATOR: ,l.J Ilwm!fl.,.!\cltctll� SRP$ 
BUYER: R. �. Gillispie, SRKB 

tJt..t'AH, MLN r 1 .: .. t- .. c..tavl LIATI. ,,.H��T I NO. o .. -

USA F l NO. •HE«Ta 
1 Nov. 19�.�. 1 

UI�•-UUNT TI.NMb I (;UHTNA(;T NO. 

NOT APl,LICAULE F44620 .. 67-C-0035 
---;;;;;� ;N·volci";·:;o--( Public Voucher a) 

COG�"'IZA.� DEFENSE CONI'RAcr AUDIT ACTIVIT\' 

-- . -· .. · · · ·-·4••• -----------------------·····-- __ _ ______________ _______________ _ _, 
CON1 MACT�III t,\'tA•• .. ... �\tl.lff••l 

THE REGENTS OF THE L�"'VERSITY OF COLORADO 

cOULDER, COLORADO 80302 

PAYMENT WILL BE MADC BY 

The. llOOth Suppol't Group 
Accounting and Fio.ar±ce Office 
Bolling APB, DC 20332 

From this it wil l be noted that the initiation of this enterprise was in the form of a contract between The 
Office of Scientific R esearch of the U .S .Air Force, and the Regents of the University of Co l orado. This is  at 
con siderab l e  variance with the understanding of many, notab ly  foreigners incl uding Canadian s ,  who have gain­
ed the impres sion that it was initiated as an "act" of the Congre s s ,  then executed by the Department of De­
fen se, � � and de signed primari l y  to take the b u sine s s  out of the han d s  of the U .S. A.F. s pecifical l y  an d 
mil itary s upervision general l y, and hand it to a non-official , civi l ian , scientific outfit. I n  a way the basis of 
the tran saction is just this, but the above contract demon strates that the move was primari ly  de signed to 
obtain outside scientific a s sistance in eva l uating material that the mi l itary -- in this case,  the Air Force-­
had obtained over the years and was continuing to accum u l ate. The rep l y  from Dr. Condon, pub li shed be low, 
makes it quite c l ear that the report, a I though to be reviewed by the Nat ion a I Academy of Sciences ,  wi I I  be 
turned over to the Air Force, for pub lic dis semination. In other word s ,  this re search is  an effort to eval uate 
the work of the s pecial branch of the Air Force (dubbed "Project B l uebook") by outside civi l ian source s.  This 
is  fina l l y made q uite c lear in the fo l l owing exchange of l etters : -

"Dr. Edward U. Condon 
Dept. of  Phy sics & Astrophysics  
U niversity o f  Co lorado 
Bou lder, Co l orado 

Dear Dr. Condon: 

1 2th Apr i I ,  1968 

Our executive board a sked me to write you direct l y  in the hope of obtaining some guidance ...... 
We wou l d  l ike to in form our members,  through the medium of our next New s l etter ....... preci se l y  

what you might b e  prepared t o  is sue a t  this  time a s  to any re s u l t s  obtained by your inve stigation s ,  
t h e  statu s o f  your work,  and anything y o u  might b e  prepared to progno stice a s  to t h e  future ..... 
P l ease understand that we are not asking for any sort of "news-beat" .. ... just  that we wou l d  l ike to 
get the facts straight .......... . 

*
The National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena. 1536 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20036. 
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Any c l ear and up-to-date statement that you might be prepared to give u s  wou l d  be mo st ap­
prec i ated • • • • •  etc. 

"Dr. I van T. Sander son (* ) 
Society for the I nve stigation of the Unexp lained 
325 We st 45th Street (* * ) 
New York,  N . Y .  10036 

Dear Dr. Sander son : 

( signed)  

Your s re s pe ctfu l l y, 

I van T. Sander son 
Director." 

16th Apr i I ,  1968 

Thank you for your l etter of April 12 enc l o sing the materia l s about the Foundation. Dr. Condon 
i s away from the office unti l the 26th, and thu s  I am rep l ying for him. 

It has become the po l icy  of the pro j ect not to is sue any reports d uring the time of the inve sti­
gation s. We are now in the very ear ly  stag e s  of preparing the final report, whic h wi l l  be pre sented 
to a c ommittee at the National  Academy of Science s for review (by Sept. 30). Fo l l owing the review 
the report wi l l  be turned over to the Air Force at whic h time it wi l l become a pub lic doc ument. 
The fina l  decision as to how the report wi l l  be pub l ished has not yet been made, but it is antici­
pated that the pub lic wi l l  be ab le  to buy it toward s  the end of this year. We wil l not han d l e  the 
distribution,  and th u s  we are not maintaining record s of reque sts for the report, because, in a l l 
probabi l ity , our office s here wi l l be c l o sed as soon as the report is pre sented to the Air Force. 

( signed)  

Sincere ly ,  

(Mr s )  Kathryn Shap l ey 
Secretary to Dr. Condon 

We fee l that this proper l y  s u m s  up the position of the Condon Committee and shou l d  obviate any further 
f l at mis statements and ,  we hope, stop further s pecu lation s of the nature reported above. However, there doe s 
sti l l remain another aspect to the who l e  matter of officia l inve stigation s  in the ufo l ogical  fie l d. 

I t  has been hinted , and even stated f l at l y  in a l l manner of quarter s, that, whi l e  the who l e  inve stigation of 
unidentified aeria l objects has been pub I ic i zed mere ly  a s  a minor project (so I e l y )  of  the Air Force, it has 
a l way s had a sec urity ang le ,  and that it c ome s under the aegis of the National  Sec urity Counc i I .  (The precise 
term s of reference  of this organization are to be found in the c urrent United States Government Organization 
Man ual , page 208. ) We do not know if this is  the fact or whether such  statements ore mere l y  irrespon sib l e  
journo I ism;  and, it i s  o f  no concern t o  u s ,  a s  w e  are a scientific -- not a po I itica l  -- data co l l ection organ i­
zation. We mention it on l y  becau se of the apparent g ro s s  misconception s  of the who l e  set-up by so many, and 
notab l y  abroad. . 

Short l y  after the above was written ,  John G. F u l l er ' s  artic l e, entit led " F LY I NG SAUC E R  F I ASCO" -- The 
Extraordinary Story of the Hal f-Mi I I  ion-Do l lar "Trick" to make American s be l ieve the Condon Committee was 
cond ucting an Objective I nve stigation -- appeared in the 14th May is sue of LOOK magazine. Con current l y, 
the N . Y .  T I M E S  ron a story entit l ed "Co l orado U. end s  Saucer Study but doe s  not disc l ose Re s u l ts", in their 
1st May is sue. We had known of the fir st story and most of the detai I s  contained therein for some time but, in 
view of the fa�t that a man of the stature of F u l l er ,  in this fie l d ,  was doing it for such  an out l et as LOO K ,  we 
d id not pre s ume to intervene. Later stil l ,  in the May 19th is s ue of the week l y  newspaper The NAT I ONAL 
E N QU I R ER,  (Vo l .42, N o.3?) , there appeared a l ead artic l e  by  Wi l l iam Dick, one  o f  the Artic l e s  Editor s o f  
that pub lication, head l ined : " U .  S. Airforce Project U se s  Doctor to  • • • P ROV E CO P'S R E PORT O F  F L Y I NG 
SAUC E R  BY HYPNOSI S". Said Project is the Condon Com mittee, and this head l ine summate s the who l e  story:  
However, refering back to Mrs. Shap l ey's l etter, we shou l d  note the opening sentence of her second paragraph;  
to wit, " I t  has become the po l icy  of the project not � i s s ue � reports d uring the time of the investigation." 
( I ta l ic s ours)  

(* ) The Director does not have a fu l l  doctorate. 
(* *) The Society's busines s  office. 
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The N ATI ONA L E N QU I R E R, l ike John F u l l er is/are extreme l y  good reporters ,  operating on the very sim p l e  
premise that i f  y o u  want to get a t  the true facts o f  a story the best way to go  about it is t o  a s k  sim p l e  straight­
forward question s .  Since both the se storie s are fu l l y documented, with names ,  dates,  and l ocations ,  one has 
no l egitimate cau se to doubt them. So where doe s this l eave u s ?  Fran k l y ,  we be lieve, in the word s of a famou s 
comedienn e: "Ju st a s  befogged as before"; b ut there is some thing e l se.  

We both abhor and most carefu l l y avoid prediction s  of a l l kinds ,  but we do ind u l ge s pecu l ation based on 
pub I i s hed facts ;  and just about every fact known about the behavior and activitie s of our own Air Force and 
that of other nation s,  and a l l manner of  other government and officia l agencie s,  ending in that of the Condon 
Committee itse l f  since it s inception, points in a direction that everybody see m s  to have over l ooked.  This 
is  sim pl y  that their primary interest -- and gravest concern -- is  not with U F O s  per se but with any 
and a l l a l l egation s  of their 'occupants ' ;  and these  ran ging al l the wayfrom what appe�t�e the wi l dest 
c laim s of the contactee s  to the be st documented statements on po l ice b l otters. I n  fact, the real "scare" is not 
that the pub l ic wil l panic if the existence of U FOs  the m se l ve s  is officia l l y  admitted, but that (and you shou l d 
pardon the corny expres sion )  "Our L ead e

-
rs" wi l l comp l ete l y  l o se contro l if the thin king pub l ic cotton s  on to 

th e fact that there are s uperior inte l l igencies around;  that they do have su perior method s of contro l l ing u s; 
and that there is ju st";,othing we can do about contro l l ing them .  

- --

Dr. Condon is a very wise and high l y  experienced man , and he wou l d  not waste his time, l et a lone pub I ic 
funds ,  to purs ue what are common l y  ca l l ed the "kooks ,  krook s,  and krak pots" and e special l y  to the exc l u sion 
of the finding s of the seriousminded "ufo l ogist s", u n l e s s  he had a darned good reason for so doing. But he  has 
d one  so and, I was informe d very recentl y ,  propose s to continue to do so. More power to him and, in our 
opinion, to our poor " l eaders" for having had the common sen se to so pin point the real  prob l em facing u s. And 
p l ease be  advi sed that, d uring the past twenty years at l east, officia l activity has re s u l ted invariab l y  -- an d, 
as far as we can ascertain,  a l most exc l u sive ly-- when a " landing" has been reported or some form of "occu­
pant" has been reported in conjunction with s uch. 

I t  is therefore our specu l ation that it is pos sib l e-- and p l ease note this qua l ifying word-- that every­
body except the better informed departments of officia l dom have been viewing this who l e  bu sines s  "backward" 
or ctin side-out" as it were. The contactee s  obviou s l y  don't  know what they are ta l king about, in the l iteral 
sen se; the ufol ogists c laim U F O s  not on ly  exist but that they are material objects of some kind yet at the 
same time they deny the pos sibi l ity of inte l l igent creatures in them,  or even having con structed them; the 
pub lic has become -- and perhaps  very appropriate l y  -- comp l ete l y  confu sed ; and scientist s working in 
different and varied fie l d s  have been kept apart, l e st they put two and two together and come to see that s uch 
thing s as brain-contro l and i mmobi I i zed po l ice officers might be suffering the same interference. 

TH E O R I G ! N  OF "FORT E AN I SM" 

The history of what we, more than re l uctantl y, have to ca l l  "forteanism" -- and with apo l ogies to the l ate 
Charl e s  Fort who was above a l l again st a l l "- I SMS" -- is frought with intere st to say the l east. I t  has not 
yet been to l d  cogently but, and we wou l d  stre s s  this,  one Mr. Damon K nig ht ( 160) ,  of "The Anchorage", Mi l ­
ford , Penna. ( 18337) is current l y  we l l  into a definitive history o f  Fort, the Fortean Society, and the  activitie s 
anent that Society of the l ate Tiffany Thayer. Damon Knight appea l ed to u s  some month s back for he l p  in 
trying to track down some material . This we were ab l e  to do. Mr. Knight was put on to us by our o l d frien d s, 
the Wi l l is  brothers-- Pau l J . ,  and Rona ld  J .  -- who founded the Society na�ed above a year ago, and which 
we wi l l  report on in our next is sue. Meantime, any he l p  you can give Damon Knight wou l d  be great l y  va l ued. 

On Fort' s death the author Tiffany Thayer organized a Forte an Society . I t  lasted from 1934 unti I the d eath 
of Tiffany Thayer in 1959, when Mr. Thayer' s widow found it impo s sib l e  to carry on its operation s  due  to i l l 
h ealth.  The Society pub I i shed a tota l of 61 i s sue s of their journa l ;  the first ten under the tit l e  •The Fortean 
Society Magazine", the remaining 50 as "DOU BT". 

Sub sequent to the demise of DOU BT, there was an hiatus  of several years, during which term some l ong­
time members of the Society endeavoured to  reorganize, and several others began seeking Char l e s  Fort' s fi l e s, 
the fi l e s  of the Fortean Society, and tho se of Mr. Thayer' s papers that were re l ative to Fort, his work s, and 
the Society. 

Mrs .  Thayer deposited Fort' s fi l e s  with the N. Y. Pub l ic Library some year s ago, and they are safe l y  
hou sed , but not in the main bui l ding. The K eeper of Man u scripts states that, if we submit a work- sched u l e  
and working propo sition ,  this  materia l wou l d  b e  brought to the centra l bui l ding for examination and cata l og uing .  
The l ibrary wi l l  make microfi l med or  photo copies of this material (at our expen se )  so that said copies may be  
taken back to  our HQ for ana l y sis .  



BOOK LISTING A ND A NNOUNCEMENTS 
( Th i s  i s  not a pa i d  advert i sement) 

The i n i t i at i on of th i s  c o l umn  in our  l ast New s l etter brought s uc h  an enth u s i a st i c  res pon se from both 
members and pub l i sher s ,  that we have dec i ded to expand i t  to the l i m i t that s pace perm i t s .  I t  w i l l  be d i v i d ed 
i nto two categor i e s :  - Book s i n  pr i nt, (wh i ch i s  to say that have been pub l i s hed);  and, forthcomi ng t i t l e s . 
T i t l e s  w i l l  henceforth be  l i sted i n  � c ategor i e s  of the s c i ences ,  not j u st Forteana; and those by Member s 
w i  I I  be i nd i cated by a n  (* ) .  

BOO K S  IN  P R I N T  
B urton, Maur i ce, ( 1961 ). T h e  E l u s i ve Mon ster. London : Rupert H art-Dav i s . 
Carr i ngton, R i chard ,  ( 1957) .  Merm a i d s  a n d  Mastodon s . New York :  R i nehart & Company, I nc .  
Churc h i l l , A l l en ,  ( 1960) . T h ey N ever C a m e  B a c k .  New Y ork :  Ace  Book s 
Co l p, Harry D . ,  ( 1953). T h e  Stra ngest  Sto ry Ever To l d .  New York:  Expos it i on Pre s s  
Fort, Char l e s ,  ( 194 1 and s ubsequen t l y) .  The Book s o f  C harl e s  F ort. New York :  Henry H o l t  & Co. 
Gou ld ,  Rupert T., ( 1965).  En i g m a s .  New Hyde Park, N . Y . :  U n i vers i ty Book s .  

( 1945). O dd i t i e s .  London : Geoffrey B les .  
*Heuve l man s ,  Bernard , ( 1958).  O n  th e Track  of  U n known An i m al s.  London : Rupert H art-Dav i s . 

(Abr i dged e d i t i on ,  1965, New York : H i l l  and Wang . )  
* Kee l ,  John A. , ( 1958).  J adoo.  London : W .  H .  A l l en .  

L awrence,  L i nc o l n , ( 1967) . Were W e  Contro l l ed ?  N e w  Hyde Park,  N . Y . :  U n i ver s i ty Book s .  
Ley,  Wi l l y ,  ( 1951) . Dragon s i n  Am ber. N e w  York:  V i k i ng Pre s s .  

( 1955). Sa l a m an ders & Other Wonders.  N e w  Y ork : V i k i ng Pre s s  
( 1948). The L u ngfi sh,  the Dodo & the U n i corn .  N e w  York : V i k i ng Pre s s  
( 1967). On Earth a n d  i n  the Sky. N e w  York :  A c e  Book s 
( 1968).  Dawn of Zoo l ogy.  E ng l ewood C l i ff s ,  N .  J . :  Prent i ce-H a l l ,  I nc .  

Oudem an s,  A. C . ,  ( 1892). T h e  Great Sea-Serpent. Le i den : E .  J .  Br i l l ; London : L u zac & Co. 
* Rue, Leonard Lee, I l l , ( 1968).  Spo rtsm an ' s  Gu i de to Game An i mal s .  New York:  Harper & Row. 

Shk lov sk i i ,  I .  S. , and Sagan ,  Car l ( 1966). I ntel l i g ent L i fe i n  t h e  U n i vers e. San Fran c i sco :  H o lden-Day, I nc .  
* Ste iger, Brad , ( 1966) . Stran g e  Guests.  N e w  York :  A c e  Books  

( 1966) . Strangers  from the Sk i e s .  New York : Award Books .  
( 1966) . The U nk n ow n .  New York :  Popu  l or L i brary. 
( 1967) . B eyo n d  U n s een Boundari es .  New Yor k :  Popu l ar L i brary. 
( 1967) . The En i gm a  of  R e i n c arna t i on . New York : Ace Book s.  
( 1967) . Strange Men and  Wom en .  New York :  Popu l ar L i brary . 
( 1967) .  w i th J oan Whr i tenour F l y i ng Sau c er s  are  Ho sti le. New York : Award· Tandem. 

Wave l l ,  Stewart, ( 1958).  The Lost  Wor l d  o f  the Ea st. London : Souve n i r  Pre s s .  
Whyte, Constance, ( 1957) .  More T h an a L eg en d :  T h e  Sto ry of t h e  L och N e s s  Mon ster.  London : Ham i sh Ham i lton. 

London : Ham i sh Ham i l ton.  

F ORTH COMI NG BO O K S  
* Sanderson, I van T . ,  a n d  R i a  N i cco l i ,  (Fa l l o f  1968) . An i m al Al i i  e s :  T h e  Or i g i n  a n d  H i  sto ry o f  Domest i c 

An i m al s .  New Y ork :  Prent i ce-Ha l l  
( Ear l y  F a l l , 1968). "I nterm i n a b l e  Woo d s m e n "  - - F o l k l ore Com e  to L i ght. 

New York:  Pyram i d  Book s . 
(Spr ing  of 1969). "More Th i ng s " .  New York :  Pyram i d  Books .  

* Ste i ger, Brad, w i th J oan Whr i tenour. (Late 1968?) .  U FO B reakthro u g h ?  T h e  Al lende Lette r s .  

New York :  Award-Tandem Book s .  

As  t o  whether the t i t l e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c ategory are actua l l y " i n  pr i nt "  ( a s  i s  tec hn i c a l l y  known i n  t he trade) ,  
those i nterested shou l d  app ly to the i r  l i brary for  s earch in  the t wo standard works  Book s in  Pri nt  and The 

Cumul ati ve Book I nd ex. 


