


SOCIETY FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF THE UNEXPLAINED 

Columbia, New Jersey 07832  
Telephone: Area Code 20 1 496-4366 

ORGANIZATION 

The legal and financial affairs of the Society are managed by a Board Qf Trustees , in accordance with 
the laws of the state of New Jersey. These Officers are five in number: a President , elected for five years; 
two Vice-Presidents; a Treasurer; and a Secretary. General policy is supervised by a Governing Board, 
consisting of the five Trustees , and four other members elected for one year terms. General adminis­
tration and management is handled by an Executive Board, listed on the inside back cover of this publi­
cation. The Editorial Board is listed on the masthead of this journal. Finally , our society is counselled 
by a number of prominent scientists , as also listed on the inside back cover of this journal. These are 
designated as our Scientific Advisory Board. 

PARTICIPATION 

Participation in the activities of the Society is solicited. Memberships run from the 1st of January to 
the 3 1st of December; but those joining after the 1st of October are granted the final quarter of that year 
gratis. The annual subscription is U.S. $10 , which includes four issues of the Journal PURSUIT for the 
year, as well as access to the society's library and files , through correspondence or on visitation. The 
annual subscription rate for the journal PURSUIT (alone , and without membership benefits) is $5. includ­
ing postage. (PURSUIT is also distributed, on a reciprocal basis , to other societies and institutions.) 
The society contracts -- with individuals, and institutional and official organizations for specific projects 
-- as a consultative body. Terms are negotiated in each case in advance. Fellowship in the Society is 
bestowed (only by unanimous vote of the Trustees) on those who are adjudged to have made an outstand­
ing contribution to the aims of the Society. 

NOTICES 

In view of the increase in resident staff and the non-completion , as yet , of additional living quarters , 
there is no longer over-night accomodation for visitors. Members are welcome to visit to consult our files, 
but we ask that they make application at least a week in advance to prevent 'pile-ups' of members who , 
as a result of the simple lack of facilities, as 0I now , cannot be properly accomodated. 

The Society is unable to offer or render any services whatsoever to non-members. Further, the 
Society does not hold or express any corporate views, and any opinions expressed by any members in 
its publications are those of the authors alone. No opinions expressed or statements made by any mem­
bers by word of mouth or in print may be construed as those of the Society. 

There have been a number of articles recently on the problem of junk mail and the way in which 
one's name gets on such a mailing list. We should like to assure our members and subscribers that our 
mailing list is available only to resident staff at our headquarters. 

PUBLICATIONS 

The society publishes a quarterly journal entitled PURSUIT. This is both a diary of current events 
and a commentary and critique of reports on these. It also distributes an annual report on Society affairs 
to members. The society further issues Occasional Papers on certain projects , and Special Reports on 
the request of Fellows only. 

RECORD: From its establishment in July, 1965 , until the end of March 1 968, the Society issued only 
a newsletter , on an irregular basis. The last two publications of that were , however , entitled PURSUIT-­
val. 1. No. 3 and No. 4. dated June and September , 1968. Beginning with Vol. 2. No. 1. PURSUIT has 
been issued on a regular quarterly basis: dated January , April , July , and October. Back issues , some 
available only as xerox copies , are available; those wishing to acquire any or all of these should request 
an order form. 



Vol. 6. 

January. 

No. 

1973 PURSUIT® 
THE JOURNAL O F THE SOCIETY FOR THE 

INVESTIGATION OF THE UNEXPLAINED 

DEVOTED TO THE INVESTIGATION OF •THINGs• 
THAT ARE CUSTOMARILY DI SCOUNTED 

Editor & Publisher: Hans Stefan Santesson 
Managing Editor: 
Executive Editor: 
Consulting Editor:  
Assi stant  Editor: 

CONTENTS 

Ivan T. Sanderson 
Marion L .  Fawc ett 
Walter J. McGraw 
Robert J. Durant 

The Taxonomy of Knowledge 

Editorial: The Great Semantic Mess 

Ufology 

Can We Tick Off Another One? 

Chaos and Confusion 

The Mary Celeste 

One of the PKs to the Fore 

A Cat Conclave 

Light "Wheels" Under the Sea, by Robert J. Durant 

Chemistry 

Alleged Fallout-Free Water 

Astronomy 

The Moons of Mars, by Robert J. Durant 

Life on the Moon? 

Geology 

The Mediterranean 

On the Subject of "Cold" 

Biology 

The Paraguayan "Barking Snake" 

That New Very Human-Looking Skull 

Pearls in Hens' Eggs 

Giant Herbs 

Tropical Fish in Siberia 

Ancient Seeds 

A Second Lobster Mystery 

A Scaly Beast 

Anthropology 

"Yesu" of the Druids 

A Linguistic Surprise 

Metallic Balls from Here! 

More on Mercury Engines 

Department of Loose Ends 

Members' Forum 

Papers Available in Xerox Form 

Book Reviews 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

6 

7 

10 

11 

13 

13 

13 

14 

14 

15 

15 

16 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

19 

20 

20 

21 

2 1 

22 

@ Society for the Investigation of the Unexplained 1973 



THE T AXONOMY OF KNOWLEDGE 

THE TANGIBLE S 

MATTER 
Atomics, Molecular 
Chemtslry, Crystallography. 

PERFORMANCE 

Theoretical Physics, Nucleonics, 
Classical Phys•cs, Electrics, 
E lectromagnetics, Magnetics, 
Mechanics. 

THE INTANGIBLES 

EXISTENCE 
Space, Ttme, 

locus , Cosmology . 

G EOLO G Y  

VI 

Atmospherocs and Meteorblo �y ; 
Oceanology, Hydrology, and Gla· 

cialogy; Tectonics, Vulcanol• 
ogy, Seismology, Geophysics 

ond Geomorphology; P e· 
trology and Mineralogy; 

Geodesy, Geography, 
Cartography, 

Dattng. Proto�eonology, Botany, Zoo 
ogy, E xob ,ology , H,stology, 
Phystology and �tochemistry; 
Anatomy (tnc ludtng Man); Genet· 
ics and, EvoluttQn. Physi-

APPLIED 

KNOWLEDGE 

TECHNOLOGY AND 

THE USEFUL ARTS 

MEASUREMENT 

Number, Ouanttty, 
Artthmeltc, Algebra, 

Geometry, T r tgonometry, 
Calculus, Topology, Theory 
of Games, Probobtltty, Co­

•nctdence. 

cal Anthropolo9y; 
Palaeontology; 
Ethology and 
Ecology. 

HUMAN 
ENTERPRISE 

Cultural Anthropology ond 
Ethnology (Archaeology is a 
tct:hntque ). Pre-History, 
H1story, ond Folklore; Philol· 
ogy and Linguistics. 

MENTAL CONCEPTS 
Log•c and Ep t stemolog y ; 
Psychology, Eth,cs and Aes­

thet.cs. Comparattve lntelligenc"; 
Poropsychtcs. 

Everything in existence, including •existence• itself, and thus oil of our po-ssible concepts and oil knowledge 
that we possess or will ever possess, is contained within this wheel. Technologies and t he useful arts lie 
within the inner circle, having access to any or oil of the ten mo1or departments of organized knowledge. 

From the KORAN: •Acqui•e knowledge. It enables its possessor to know right from wrong; it lights the way to 

heaven; it is our friend in the desert, our society in solitude; our companion when friendless; it guides us to 

happiness; it sustains us in misery; it is on ornament among friends, and on armour ogains. enem•es. • -
The Prophet. 
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EDITORIAL 

THE GREAT SEMANTIC MESS 

An acronym that has now become a household word in modern popular usage is one of the most confusing 

and misleading that has ever been coined. This is "ESP"; and especially as we now often see it equated 

with s uch great groups of studies as psychology or comparative religion, just as if it constituted a science. 

The term "extra-sensory perception" was coined by Professor J. B. Rhine in the early days of his studies 

at Durham, to cover a set of factors that he observed in certain s pecial human behaviour that apparently fell 

extra (i.e. outside or without) the normal perception by those people using only their known, or rather most 

popularly known and recognized senses. These senses, of course, were those of touch, smell, taste, hearing, 

and vision. Note that the term was carefully chosen and restrictive in that it was a record of what his sub­

jects apparently perceived that they could not have done using just their ordinary and recognized senses. 

Before going any further it must be r ealized that even then -the 1940s- we were known to have at least 

20 more "senses", though no organs, with the possible exception of our sense of balance, to which their 

perception could be assigned. There is no reason, however, to suppose that any of these other senses -such 

as those of pain, thirst, hunger, rectal-peristalsis, radiant heat, electrical nux, orientation, and the rest­

have or had anything to do w ith the results that Professor Rhine was obtaining; any more than did the 

standard five seem to be able to explain the results. No: there was apparently another "force" at work here. 

Nonetheless, the phrase "extra-sensory perception" immediately became popular and stuck. It has as of 

now, g one "hog wild", both in popular and even scientific usage. 

This ability to perceive answers to questions or other matters beyond the recognized scope of our senses 

means just this, and only this. Rhine now s eems undeniably to have proved his initial point as expressed in 

this term, but unfortunately said term (i.e. ESP) has become a sort of catch-all for the most amazing gamut of 

not only just human abilities but other things of all manner of natures, that have nothing to do with the senses 

or perception. 

It is now, of course, far too late to try to rectify this semantic muddle though, sooner or later, it is going 
to have to be done now that established seats of higher learning have s tarted advertising courses with this 

given t itle. Having e xamined some of the c urricula of these we are not just disturbed but appalled. Poor 

little Extra-Sensory Perception has got completely lost in the shuffle and in some cases is not even entered, 
per se, in the studies being offered. 

ESP is a ratl� r specialized a nd in some respects minor aspect of an enormous new science, which ad­

mittedly lacks a professional or popular name. This concerns the w orking and demonstrable behaviour of 

minds -and b odies in response to them - in a wide range of fields. These are to the non-specialist para(or 

like) or non- or un-normal. The science as a whole cannot be called the Paranormal as that is already pre­

empted and covers many other things in the biological or life sciences and much in the physical sciences. 

Thus, to arrive at a proper understanding we must go back to appreciate the following. 

All animals and (it would now appear from the w ork of Cleve Baxter and others) even plants are born with 
a whole set of proclivities that we have only very recently c ome to recognize. Some animals, for instance, 

have literally dozens of recognizable physical organs with some of which they would appear to achieve these 

"extra" (to us) accomplishments. Simple examples are the "homing instincts" of so many animals, and the 

projection and reception of infrared rays by, f or instance, some moths. 

Two essential words have cropped up here -projection and reception. ESP as originally conceived by 

Rhine meant literally a special (to us as of then) aspect of what should be called ESR, or extrasensory re­

ception. ESP manifestly stands for e xtrasens ory projection. Further, even these two proclivities are but a 

very minor aspect of a much greater field of natural bionomic activities and proclivities that are, it is now 

being rapidly demonstrated, run on this fifth basic force-field -namely, the said Bionic. They are without 

the purlieus of the physical sciences though we can to s ome extent study their workings with electromagnetic 

technologies. ESP is actually but one aspect of ESR or Extra-Sensory Reception but today it has to embrace 

all of that, plus true ESP, meaning extra-sensory projection; and many other matters that are not necessarily 

even in the Bionic field, like much of the two PKs or pyro- (fire) kinesis (movement ) and psycho- (by the 

mind) kinesis (movement). We find also that it has come to cover also mental telepathy, and seemingly 

clairvoyance. You can often hear people saying "My ESP's working fine today; I was just going to phone 

you". 

It has thus encroached upon that vast ontological field of Coincidence and, if some of these curricula are 

to be believed, it already embraces just a bout all the mysticisms other than orthodox religion; and all manner 

of other things that are today (and again quite erroneously from a semantic point of view) lumped together as 

the Occult. 

In fact, just what do people now mean by "ESP"? 

Ivan T. Sanderson. 
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UFO LOGY 

CAN WE TICK OFF ANOTHER ONE ? 

Befo re launching i nto thi s  tirade,  we w o ul d  j ust 
like to thank the N atio n al E nquirer for p ermis sion to 
reproduce t his p hotograp h  b e c ause it shows in one 
shot half of  tho se s ci e ntists who really know any­
thing  about UFO s. The rest are in France,  b eing Drs. 
Aime Michel and J acques Vallee;  in Austria, Dr. 
Scho enherr, or in quite a li st of other countries .  Fo ur 
of the g entlemen sho wn here are m emb ers of our 
so ciety - Messrs. Salisbury, Hynek ,  Sprinkl e ,  and 
Lorenzen - and t wo of  t hem are o n  our Scientifi c  
Advi sory Bo ard ,  b ut neither i n  any w ay connected 
with UFOs; Dr. Salisb ury for P hytochemi stry , and 
Dr. Hynek fo r Astronomy. 

The s ubj ect o f  u fology w as pronounced "dead" a 
couple of years ago after Dr. Condon p ublished his 
m ad report - at a c o st o f  over a quarter m illion 
dollars to u s  t axp ayers,  one should p erhap s  add - o n  
th e s ubj ect .  T h at  gentleman stated in  p rint that any 
furth er pursuit of this m atter w as not w o rthwhile from 
a scie ntific point of view. As h e  w as more or l e s s  
official the P ress tended t o  b elieve him ,  a nd t h e  
public went along with t h at.  T h e  m atter of  UFOs j u st 
dropp ed out of t he news.  However, it mo st certainly 
did not do s o  any where el se - the foreign p re s s  

without e xception,  t he l esser p r e s s  i n  t hi s  country, 
literally hundreds of privat e  citi zens gro up s formed 
to follo w  up reports of  t hese  things and, frankly , j u st 
about e verybody else.  And the r eports on these thing s 
grew by l eap s and bound s  to a point almost o f  in­
sanity ;  anyho w to a point  w here w e  (meaning t hi s  
So ciety) simply could no longer cop e .  We have tri ed 
to be helpful b y  p assing t he m ateri al we g et on to 
APRO and NICAP j u st in case they m ight not have 
en countered it otherwi se ;  but, I fear me, an awful lot 
of this materi al has b een original and we doubt v ery 
muc h  that e ither of these  organi zations h as b een 
able to m ak e  use  of  s ai d  m aterial ,  although t hey are 
de voted to this s u bject only. (Please note that we 
are not ;  and a c oupl e  of  sci entists who visited our 
H Q  recently e stim ated t hat we had about 10 ,000 
different items in  o ur fil e s ! )  Now com es thi s. 

The n ewsp ap er with th e l argest circulation in 
thi s  country i s  named the N ation al Enqui rer, a weekly. 
A year ago it offered $50,000 to anybody w ho could 
p ro duce concrete evidence that UFOs are real and 
that they com e  from off t hi s  pl anet - " are not n atural 
p henom ena" as they rather naively put it. Well , the 
y ear is up and t hey have received t housands of re­
ports  and other stateme nts. T hey state in an article 

National Enquirer UFO P an el ( from left): Dr. R. F. Creegan ,  Dr. F. B.  Sali sbury,  Dr. J .  H arder, Dr. J .  A. 
Hynek, Dr. R. L. Sprinkle,  and Jim Lorenzen. (Photo copyright by and courtesy of the N ational Enquirer, 
L antana,  Florida) 



in t heir 28th J anu ary 1973 issue  o f  this y e ar that 
t hey a re now going into t he pro cedure of c areful,  
complete,  and sci e ntific appraisal o f  thi s m as s  of 
materi al ...  BUT .. . thi s w ent on to state: -

"There are report s  that cle arly c annot b e  expl ained 
i n  conventional term s , " said Dr. J .  Allen Hynek, 
forme r advisor on UFOs to the U .  S. Air Forc e ,  . . .  
And m any o f  t he reports m eet the scientific  r e quire­
m ent that more than o ne witness d escribe the U FO ,  . .  . -" 

This i s  a s  near as anybody of s ane mind and 
scientific trai ning  can c o m e  as of now to s aying that 
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amo n gst the mass o f  m ateri al the National Enquirer 
has turn ed up , t here w o uld app ear to be some t hat 
must be s ati sfactory to e stablished and ortho do x 
science as proof of the fact 

( a )  that UFO s e xist 

and 

(b) that they do not c ome from this planet. 

That's all we want, b rethren!  As to where they do 
come from,  we will be so bold as to s ay that we h ave 
the answer w aiting if we are a sked,  and we d on't 
want any 50,000 buck s for it either. 

CHAOS AN D CONFUSION 

TH E M AR Y  CELESTE 

As noted in th e book review on p ag e  23, Eric 
Frank Russell has presented the only r e ally plau sibl e 
expl anation for t he desertion of the M ary Cel este by 
its crew in such hast e that they did not even lower a 
bo at. He points out that m any of the bits  of "evi­
dence " that have been m ad e  s o  much of, w ould not 
even have been noticed had it not b e en for th e un­
u sual circumstances and what c an only be c alled 
ov er-officio usne ss on the p art of the s ingularly 
ambitiou s  presi ding j udge at th e inquiry. For tho se 
who c annot fin d  a copy of Russell's book ,  we here 
report his conclusions. T hey c an ,  in fact , be s ummed 
up in one word: ergot. 

Ergot i s  a fungus w hich e ffects grain s of v arious 
kin ds,  b ut particul arly rye;  its  "activ e  p ri nciple ,  
ergo tine,  is  highly poiso nous,  creating fearful d e­
lu sio n s ,  suicidal tende nci e s  and death". An 'epi­
dem ic' o f  ergotism brok e out  i n  Pont St. E sprit in 
France in Augus t  195 1 .  Ag ain q uoting Russell , 
"Help rushed from outside; g endarm es , troop s and 
ambu lance s poured in. Delirium in  Pont St. E sprit 
was gener al ,  attempts at suicide nume rous. Four 
people died,  m any w ere inj ured. Thirty were over­
po wered, strapp ed d own and tak en to ho spital still 
raving abo ut d emons , monsters,  murderers and fl am e s  
from t h e  d epths." All t h e  victim s had e aten bre ad 
made from e rgot-contami nated flo ur. 

It hardly needs rep eating that t h e  food s erved on 
sailing ship s in  t he 19th century was often literally 
rotten -m aggoty m eat , weevil s in the biscuits ,  e tc. 
In 1904 one H arry Franck noted that t he food on a 
cattle boat s teaming from Can ad a to England was 
"unf it to e at " ;  and Alan Villiers list s  "menus" for 
cre w  m em bers on v ariou s v essel s in his book The 
War with Cape Horn. Th e quantities sound gro ssly 
insuffi cient, and the quality (p articularly at the end 
of a long voyage)  i s  probably b est l eft undescribed. 
Those who investi gated the M ary Cel e ste when s he 
was b rou ght into port p rono unced t hat h er s uppli e s  of  

foo d  and water w ere "adequate" but did not  analyze 
either. Thus,  Russell's con clusion that "Th e  mystery 
of  the M ary Celeste could well hav e  b een born at her 
port of d ep arture, in a w areho use full of  foo d  not fit 
fo r pigs " ,  her e ntire cre w  having leaped o verboard 
eith er singly or  en mas s e  t o  escap e  t he hallucinatory 
horro rs that beseiged them. There was evidence of a 
recent ( and not quite fini shed) m eal in t he cabin, and 
ergo tism app arently strikes almost without w arning. 

It is po ssible that this s am e  disease m ay account 
fo r som e other cases o f  ship s found ab andoned for no 
app arent c au se and with no s igns o f  damage but it 
would seem imprudent to d ump t hem all in this c ate­
gory, particul arly tho se o f  recent 'vintage' and tho s e  
whi ch occ urred s o  c lo se to s hore t hat at l e ast som e  
bodies should h ave been w ash ed i n  by t he tide ( e.g. 
the Seabird and o th er s  which hav e  most peculiar 
hi stori es). 

ONE Ol<' THE PK s TO TH E FORE 

It seems that to w hatever o f  the multitudinous 
aspects  o f  forteana -do wn even to  the w ildest c as e s  
of "chao s a n d  c onfusion"- that o n e  turn s t od ay, we 
will find orthodo x and re sp ected scientists and 
specialist technici an s  applying their e xperti se to 
possible ( at l e ast) expl an ations of  these o dditi e s. 
We b eli eve that this would have pleased old Charl e s  
Fort him self, as h e  w as i n  o n e  w ay basically a d e­
bunker. M any p eopl e s eem to  feel that h e  j u st to ssed 
these items at b oth the s ci enti sts and the public in  
his  impish way a s  sort o f  teasers, and then turned 
his back on them and let tho se whom he c alle d  the 
"experts"  do w hat they c ould w ith them. Not so ;  he  
loved som ething explained j u st a s  much as he did 
something that defied even his agil e brain. 

There is one great slice of a mystery that h as 
l anguished in a s ort o f  limbo for a c entury and w hich 
interested Fort immen sely. This is what we c all 



"Poltergei st M anife stations".  which i s  to s ay cert ain 
aspects of  what the modern p arap sychologists c alled 
P sychokinesis or  the ability to move s olid obj e ct s  
at a distance witho ut t ouching them. The other P K  
i s, of  c o urse, pyro ( fire) kine sis, "movem ent" o r  
"creation of" fire, but al so at a distance. 

Now, although there are a great number o f  "hole s "  
in the wo rk he h a s  b een doing, one P rof. D r .  H an s  
Bender, an M D  and also holding a P hD. i n  p sy­
chology, t he founder and no w the  directo r of "The 
Institute for Border Are as of P sychology and Mental 
Health",  at the University of  Freiburg, Fed. Rep. of 
Germany, has for s everal y ears b een inve stigatin g  
o n e  asp ect of  thi s matter, and with t h e  m o st advan ced 
electrom agnetic equipment known. Doubtless  all of  
you w ho are i ntere sted in PK will know all about 
this, but, in the overall, the number of  tho se w ho are 
so interested must b e  infinitesimal. That of  w hich 
we spe ak is  tho se "manifestations"  that app ear to be 
associated with mentally d isturbed -or j ust norm ally 
suppressed- teenagers. 

Even Charle s  Fort w as, for once, not the fir st to 
note that m any of  the se m anifestation s appear to be 
linked to teenagers, mo stly g irls r e aching puberty, 
and p articularly to m oroni c  girls. 

When pots and p ans start flying about app arently 
of  their o wn a cco rd in  b ro ad d aylight a nd in t he 
prese nce of plenty o f  witnesses, the average person 
still murmurs something like "nuts", or  s om e  s uch, 
and bl ame s it all on the  press.  Throughout the years, 
however, many famili es, harassed by the se affairs  
-and even more s o  by the c rowds who g ather initially 
to j eer- h ave app e al ed to their priest s  b e seeching 
exorci sm; and in not a few c ase s thi s  s eems to h av e  
been successful. However, t h e  p arap sychologist s 
h ave also been c alled in, b ut t hey d o  not s eem to  
have done any b etter than the poor  police w ho are 
always the first to b e  app ealed t o. 

Now, Dr. H ans Bender goes immedi at ely t o  any 
case that he hears o f  involving a young p erson, 
arm ed with film c ameras, t ap e  r eco rders, loyal as­
si stants, and all the r e st t hat m akes it imp o s sible 
for the orthodox, stuffed- shirt, disbelievers any 
longer to so di sbelieve. Here are the pots and p an s  
flying about with nobody anywhere near them; here i s  
the "flying about" being tran sfered by Dr. B ender 
from one location to  another simply by moving the  
young m an or w om an t hereunto ; here are r e co rded 
me asurements of  c hange s in  t e mp erature w hen t hese 
events occur; and d ozen s of  t h e  other "manifest a­
tions" that have b e en repo rted by t en s  of t housands 
o f  sincere and s an e  c iti zen s for hundreds o f  year s  

As Ch arles Fort s aid, "Don't e ver  a sk fo r anything ... " 
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but sco ffed at by all c las sical "scienti sts". If you 
want to kno w more about what thi s man has t urned 
up, w rite to  the Washingto n Po st (News) Service, 
Washington, D. c., and ask them for a copy of an 
article on the subj ect b y  one Nino Lo Bello, d ated 
the 15th of October 1972. 

No w that thi s asp ect of "poltergeistism" h as at 
l e ast been pinned d own, m aybe w e  c an p roceed to 
som e of its other m anifestation s  w hi ch, frankly, are 
of much greater interest to u s. These are the o c­
currence s of PK when no p eople are anywhere near. 

A CAT CONCL AVE 

We are not certain where thi s  belo ngs an d include 
it primarily in t he hope of gathering additional in­
formation from m embers w ho m ay hav e  r ead o f  or s een 
similar occurren ces. 

The writer (MLF) form erly liv ed in P hil adelphi a 
and owned a house in center- city. Thi s had a b ack 
porch and a g arden m e asuring about 15 by 40 feet. 
Th e neighbours on o n e  sid e  di d not 'own' any c ats 
but fed all t he strays in t he neighbourhood,  mo st of 
whom spent much of t heir t im e  in my back yard, much 
to the fury of one of my two Abys sinian cat s. Taki 
� c at s  ( ho w  I had m anaged to introduce M ali to 
the hou sehold is beside t he point here) and I o ften 
had to pu t cushio n s  up ag ainst the very l arge re ar 
window in the livi ng room t o  k e ep Taki from seeing 
th e stray s  in the y ard ; her re action s w ere so violent 
that I feared d am age to either Taki or  the windo w, a 
fact which is p ertinent to t h e  ac count t h at follows.  

I was d own with a mild c ase o f  "flu" or some s uch 
an d w as resting on the c ouch, facing the window, 
when I saw "P appy" (top cat among t he strays) com e  
slo wly into m y  garden an d li e d own on a s awhorse 
toward the back of  t he yard , but facing the center of 
the yard. In t he n ext fiv e to ten minutes, five other 
c ats  arrived, each takin g up a po sition facing th e 
the c enter of the g arden ; one l ay at the corner of t he 
porch. Thi s  w as at approximately 2 p.m., the day 
overcast, and, I believe (I have not y et tracked d own 
the diary entry), during early wi nter. For approximate­
ly the next t hre e hours those c ats ·lay there, almo st 
without mo vin g; they did not sl eep; t h ey made not a 
single sound. On rare occasions one would turn its 
h e ad to look at o n e  o f  the other cats ,  b ut otherwi se 
they were motionless. After about t hree hours they 
all ro se as if at a sign al and simply ambled off. 
Du ring this period I watched w i th complete fascin a­
tion; and Taki lay on top of t he radio-pho no graph 
by the windo w and p aid no attention to  t hem whatso-

A l ady in Westerville, Ohio, received 2 18 c atalo gue s  through t he m ail on the s ame day from an are a  store. 
When s he halted t he d eliveries  after several b undles  of th e 50-p age c at alogue arrived, the m ailm an sai d  that 
several hundred more b undles  w ere awaiting d elivery at the po st office sub station. And they w ere not even 
the right catalogues. "I w anted one copy of t he annual catalo gue", s aid s he ;  "The ones I got w ere  the small­
er, sal es c atalo gues".  Modern technology -in this c ase addressing machine s- bah. 



ever. Thi s  f ascinated m e  almo st as much a s  t he 
'performance' out side ,  w hich was p atently some kind 
of convo cation. 

I have t alked with several p eople who have h e ard 
of such assemblie s  or w h atever one c all s them , b ut 
all have been som ewhat startled t o  learn that t hi s  one 
took pl ace in dayli ght -tho se t hey rem ember reading 
o r  hearing of hav e  b een on moo nlit night s ,  and none 
seem s to have lasted s o  long. I have lived with a 
v ariety of cats, an d thi s  is c ert ainly not typical c at 
behaviour. Cats do di spl ay quite e xtraordinary abili­
ties ,  and Taki definitely s aw things which w ere not 
visible to me. On the occ asion d escribed abo ve Taki 
app arently d ecided to resp ect a "religious service , "  
as i t  were. Sub sequ ently she w ent  back t o  s n arling 
at any cat that app eared in the garden. 

LIGH T "WHEELS" UNDER THE SEA 
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Thi s is a profoundly fortean m atter that w as ,  in a 
manner of spe aking, started by Fo rt him self. We have 
had s everal articles on t hi s  ( e . g. Vol.  5 ,  No.  1 ) ,  and 
notably from Bob Durant who has b een pursuing t he 
matter r elentlessly since I ( Iv an T. Sanderson) 
publi shed on it in a c oupl e  of magazi n e  articles and 
my b oo k  Invisible Residents. It concern s revolving 
and mo ving rays o f  light of several form s  - one lik e  
a catherine wh eel - that have b een r eported from all 
aroun d t h e  periphery of t he Indian Ocean ,  in the 
Persian Gulf, in the Straits of M alacca, the Gulf o f  
Siam a nd t h e  South C hina Sea ( a nd now here else) .  

Several app arently logi cal e xplanation s of  these 
have been publi shed but  all , on careful analysi s ,  fall 
do wn on either one or more c ounts.  Now Bob D urant 
has t urned up an incredibl e 3 2-page paper publis hed 
in Deutsche Hydrographi sche Zeitschrift of  t he 
Deutsche Hydrographische In stitut of H amburg ,  Vol.  
13,  No. 2, o f  1960 , by one Kurt K alle . Thi s  is a 
compl ete survey of all the records from 1897 to 1957. 
It is a virtual monograp h  and ap art from li sting 70 
case s ,  all from ships' logs, naval or commercial , it 
is a must for all fortean s interested in this  matt er. 

We do not , ho wever, agree with Dr. Kalle's ex­
planation any more than we do with any of the others.  
Of thi s item Bob Durant write s  a s  follows:  -

Charles Fort hypothesi zed that t he submarine 
lightwheels might b e  "sup er-co nstructions "  from outer 
sp ace t hat w ere taking a quick c ooling dip in  t he 
ocean.  Dozens of writers on ufology a nd related 
s ubjects have taken Fort q uite s eriously on this 
matter , and t hus the lightwheels have become a staple 
in t he fortean literature and most particularly in  tho s e  
book s t hat argue in favor of the exi stence on this 
plan et of Other Intelligenci e s  (OINTS).  The late 
Ri c hard Turner, w riting in the British periodic al 
Flying Saucer Review(Vol.  13 , No.  5) took exception 
to this v iew Of'tiie lightwheel s and concluded t hat 
they f all into t he cat egory of "psuedo-UFO's" , t hat 

i s ,  a c lass of bi zarre b ut nevertheles s  perfectly 
natu ral phenome na. 

Turner based his c ontention on t he w ork of a 
German hydrogr apher Kurt K alle [see r eference above] . 
In sum, Kalle states that t he lightwheel s  must result 
from underwater sei smi c disturbances .  For r easons 
which will be made c lear l ater , thi s  theory i s  not , in  
my opi nion,  satisfactory. However,  K alle's study of 
underwater luminescent phenomena i s  in e very other 
respect a thoroughly admirable piece of scholarship 
and stands at this writing as the definitive work on 
the s ubj ect. 

The K alle study is based on an e x amination of 70 
sel ected r eports  o f  l umi nescent phenomena reported 
ov er t he p ast century by mariners. The report s were 
made b y  s hip c aptains to t he Britis h  and Germ an 
Governm e nt hydrographic office s  and t he n  published 
in t h e M arine Observer and o n  oc c asion in other 
sci entific periodicals.  When one considers the e xtr a­
ordinary nature of t hese report s ,  it is s urprising -
and most g ratifying that t hey have been t ak en so 
seriou sly by t he official agenci es r esponsible for 
providing practical information for t he furtherance of 
marine operations.  

K alle d ivides the reports into five major  cate­
gories :  

A .  Gener al  a n d  superficial d e scription ( e quivalent 
to SITU's "chaos and c onfusion" category) 

B. "Balls" of light, s p re ading like an e xplosion 
from o ne c e ntral point on the s e a  surface 

C. P arallel light waves spreading e xtrem ely qui ck­
ly at the s urface of the s e a. 

D. Light w aves spreading extremely quickly at the 
surface of the sea and app arently rotating around a 
common center. 

E. Light w aves rotating on the s urfac e of the s e a  
lik e spokes around a c ommon center (these a r e  the 
cl assic "lightw heel s " )  

I f  my analysi s of t he  lightwheels (Pursuit ,  Vol. 5 ,  
No.  2 )  i s  v alid ,  c ategories C ,  D ,  and E c an be lumped 
toget h er a s  the s am e  b asi c ph enom e no n  s een from 
different po sitions or  under different c onditions. 
Cat egorie s A and B ,  however , d e serve a c loser look 
bec au s e  they r epresent a s ort of appearance t h at has 
not heretofo re bee n  mentioned in forte an writings.  The 
quo te s  t hat follow a re representative K alle "B" 
cas e s ,  taken from t he original r eports a s  printed in 
the Marine Observer. Category "A" will be l eft for 
d ess� 

S. S. Somersetshire , 1 October 1 926: " . . .  Balls of 
brilli ant light s eemed t o  s hoot f rom a depth, b urst 
on n earing the s urfac e ,  irradiate and cover an area,  
se emingly of a couple of hundred squ are yards . . .  " 

M. V. Bellerop hon , 18 February 1956: " . . .  p atches ,  
_these formed very s uddenly, starting at  abo ut 3 feet 
in diam eter ,  and rapidly growing to b etween 100 and 
150 feet in diameter, . . . the clo s e st p atches illuminat-
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ed the decks of the shi p  with the intensity of a full 
moon •.• " 

S. S. Otaki , 5 November 1928 :  " . . . nume rous re­
nark able patches of pho sphorescence. These appeared 
suddenly radi ating outwards from the point of  t heir 
first appearanc e with great r apidity, until they c over­
ed an area of approximately one to two hundred feet 
in d i ameter. Subsequently they faded so that within a 
minute from the tim e  that the first glimp s e  w as s een,  
no t r ace of t hem remained. Duration: about 1 2  minute s  

S. S. City of Benares ,  3 Febru ary 1 9 3 0 :  " . • . huge 
pho sphore sce nt 'balls' which r os e  and appeared t o  
bur st . . .  " 

These reports sugge st b ubbles  of g as rising from 
the sea bed and e xpanding as they ascend through the 
steadily decreasing pres sure o f  t he w ater.  The gas 
is p robably of v olcanic ori gin and perhap s  is of a 
c hemi c al composition that is particularly obnoxious 
to th e protozoan ,  Noctiluca (the c ause of m arine 
so-called pho spho rescence) ,  t hus c ausing th em to 
glo w  b rilli antly. The pattern forme d on the flat 
s urface of t he se a by an ascending bubble is indeed 
a circular area, and given e ven a moderate r ate of 
ascent for t he b ubble t he r adius  of t he c i rcular a re a  
would appear t o  g r o w  almo st explosively. S o  t hi s  
particular s et o f  observ ation s s eems ,  f o r  the tim e 
being, adequately e xplained by underwater volcanic 
activity. Unfortunately, Kall e has extended thi s line 
of re asoning to  include t he rest of th e reports .  

Because of  the  large number of reports  of the 
lightw heels and p art s t hereof t h at have bee n  p ri nted 
in these pages and elsewh ere ,  I will omit also w ritten 
de scriptions of t ho se cases which compri se K alle ' s 
categories B and C. However the K alle p aper contains 
several e xcellent illu str ations o f  the lightwheels 
that h av e  not been publish ed el sewher e .  These are 
shown as Figures 1 through 4. In Kall e ' s  Figure 10 
are shown the number of observati o n s  of pho spho res­
cent phenom ena reported to the Briti sh Meteorological 
Office during the p eriod 1 9 20 to 1930 ,  as c ompiled b y  
a Mr . H .  T. Smith. T he c hart is very i nteresting b ut 
really ought t o  be r edrawn with the data weighted to 
i ndic ate the areas w here s hipping is especially light 
or h eavy. The heavily travelled sea l anes s hould 
yield a correspondi ngly hi gh number of r eports ,  and 
vice-versa. Allowing for s uc h  f actors would m ake t he 
chart a much better tool for determining t he focus of 
the  lightwheel phenomenon t han a simple long-term 
st atistical tabulation . 

K alle ' s  Figure 1 1  is a m ap of earth quake activity 
for t h e  years 193 1 and 1935,  in t he Indi an Ocean ,  
s ho wing t he epi centers and gen eral are as o f  s ei s mic 
disturban ce c aused by t he c onvulsions at the epi­
centers , and then in e ffect superi mposes  thi s m ap on 
his Figure 8, w hich is t he di stribution of w heels and 
oth er s peci al phenomena, his c ategorie s  A to E, 
around that ocean ,  to s upport his theory of t he s eismic 
origin of th e lightw heels . At first glance th ere s eems 

tu  b e  a clear connection between t he two phenomena, 
but a close inspection of all t h e  data precludes s uch 
a qui ck and easy s olution. For example ,  t he area at 
005 de g. north lat .  a nd 090 de g. e ast long. s hould 
gen erate a great numb er of lig htwheels , b ut clearly 
it does not.  However, it is fair to say that th e areas 
of intensive sei smic activity do correspond roughly 
with the are as in which light wheels have b een s een 
with above- average frequency. 

My di scu ssion ( see Pursuit ,  Vol. 5, No . 1)  of the 
p ropagation of th e soun d beam s t h at e xcite t he 
No ctiluca and thu s form the r otating li ghtwheels 
ass um ed that t he source of so und is s omething akin 
to a hi ghly direction al loudspeak er , or a number of 
suc h speakers arranged symm etri cally around a ci rcu­
lar platform. This conception makes for e ase in under­
standing t he curious curving s hape of s om e  of the re­
sulti ng light beams,  but is certainly not necessarily 
the tru e  pi cture, even if we are to suppo s e  the s ource 
to be a 'natural '  on e. Both K alle and Dr.  Wall ac e 
Minto opt fo r a p hysical process known a s  interfer­
en ce t o  explain th e generation of the symmetrical 
shafts of lig ht. Thi s  method has s everal adv antages 
from an e ngineering stan dpoint , particularly in that it 
eliminates the need fo r the moving parts in th e rotating 
sp eakers s c heme. But it by no m ean s obviates the 
argument for the m an-made or "OINT"-made nature of 
t he p rocess . 

K all e ' s  Fi gure 7 shows shafts of li ght formed by 
the interference of t wo expanding light w avefronts. 
The light source s are s eparated by d i stance "D" in 
the figure. As t he w aves r adiate from each s ource 
they tend to alternately c ancel and r einfo rce e ach 
oth er in such a way that a pattern of li ght and d ark 
beam s is f o rm ed. This e ffect c an b e  produced with 
sound w aves as w ell as with li ght w aves.  But here 's  
t h e  r ub :  The production of s uch i nterference p atterns 
is strictly a trick for the w ell equipped laboratory.  
On e must have two w ave sources of ex actly the s am e  
frequ ency an d  the sources must b e  placed very pre­
cis ely with r esp ect to e ach other .  Giv en these two 
condition s ,  a s et of symmetrical s hafts of light or 
s oun d will be form ed. But if either condition i s  dis­
tu rbed even minutely , the pattern break s  d o wn at once. 

Now the s ubmarine lightwh eels rotate while main­
taining an exact symmetry. Therefore w e  must intro­
duce still another factor that furt her complicate s the 
matter.  In order to gen erate symm etrical s hafts that 
rot ate ,  the t wo sources must rotate about one another ,  
i . e. around a common center. Once again , t h e  r ate of 
rotation about t he common cent er, t h e frequency of 
each source , and the di st ance m aintained b etween the 
t wo sou rce s must all be kept within very clo s e  tol­
erances.  All of thi s  is feasibl e in the modern labora­
tory, hut is it r easonable to s ay  that e arthqu akes in 
the ocean b ed give r ise  to  a similar s et of circum­
stance s ?  I submit t hat an occasional 'burp' from a 
volcano at the bottom of t h e  Indi an Ocean j u st won 't 
do the trick.  
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No w we com e  to K alle category " A " .  Here are 
contained a couple of " whoppers " :  

10 

M . VL Briti sh Premi er, Capt. F.  G.  B aker, 26  02'N, 
5 6  53'E, 30 Nov em ber 195 1 :  " . . .  The s hip's r adar 
app aratus had b e en switched on with a view to c heck­
ing her position, when in the s arne instant t hat this 
gear b ecam e operative, mo st b rilliant boomerang­
shap ed arcs of p ho spherescent light appeared in the 
sea, gyrating in a c lockwi s e  direction to st arboard 
an d clockwi s e  to port, b ut all s weeping in wards 
towards the s hip from points situated from fiv e to si x 
points on either bow and s om e  two mil e s  d istant, and 
conveying the impressi(i)n that t hey ricocheted from 
each other on meeting at the s hip'� bo ws and t hen 
turned and travelled away astern to similar points 
whi ch were e quidist ant on either side and about four 
points on each quarter. D uration: 15 minutes. " 

S. S. Strathmore, Captain M. J. P aice, 10 sm West 
of Mt. Delby, Mal abar Coast, 9 Febru ary 1953:  "Be­
twe en 0 13 0  and 0200 white patche s of light w ere 
observed on the s ea surface. Milky white patches 
were first noticed on t he starboard b eam about 2 
c ables away and app eared to 'flash' about once e very 
second. L ater they moved clo ser to the ship, bei ng as 
bright as a phosp ho ro u s  p atch, although there was no 
indi cation of pho sphorescence in the w ater even when 
the ship's wake brok e into the p atc hes [Interesting­
Editor]. The p atches had m ade different movem ents, 
eac h  one continuing fo r a minute or so - rotary, 
clo ckwis e  and anticlockwise - towards the s hip i n  
waves a nd away f rom i t  in waves p arallel t o  t he 
ship's c ou rse.  During the  e ntire time of observation 
the p eriod of reachi n g  maximum brilliance and fading 

was about 1 sec ond, g1vmg a r egular flashing 
app earance.  At 0 152 the w aves reached their maximum 
brilliance, appearing t o  t ravel from the s tarbo ard 
qu arter t o  the port b ow. On s witching off the radar, 
the phenomenon ceased abruptly close to the s hip, 
but it  was s till faintly di scernible on the port beam 
abo ut 2 cables away. At 0 157 the r adar w as s witched 
on again, th e phenomenon did r eapp ear close to the 
ship but only faintly, and then di sappeared altogether. 
Nothing was observed on t he r ad ar  s creen du ring 
thi s tim e  that was out of the ordinary. " 

No w t hi s  is absolutely amazing.  The lightwheels 
were app arently t urned on and off by the s hip's radar. 
L eaving all other consideration s aside, t hese two 
cas es alone destroy t he earthquake t heory. But beyond 
that, t h ey open a w hole new dimen sion to the lig ht­
whee l  phenomenon, a,nd I must admit to b eing, for t he 
mom ent, simply flabbergasted b y  t he i mplications o f  
thi s data. [ I think that whatever w as c au sing the 
Noctiluca to action was an electroni c  beam of a v ery 
sp ecific  frequency-- Editor. ] 

It app ears t hat the lightwheels can be t riggered by 
electrom agnetic radiation. That s u ggests, once again, 
exploratory or sensin g d evices.  The observation of 
several li ghtwheels rather t han a single o ne i s  
actually t h e  general rule. Previously w e  had assumed 
that pas sing ships c ame upon tiE lightwheels by 
accident. Now we must ponder the po ssibility t hat t he 
passage of a shi p  itself t riggers the lightwheels, and 
the presence of strong electromagnetic impulses will 
al so set them i nto operation.  [But, again, why in such 
a 'localized' ar ea? -Editor ] 

Robert J. Durant 

IV. CHEMISTRY 

ALLEGED FALLOUT-FREE WATER 

We hop e  that all o f  you with the necessary ex­
p eri e nce and expertize in t hi s  field of atomic and 
nucleonic c hemi stry will p ut your minds t o gether and 
either tell t he rest of us what i s  wrong with thi s, or 
suggest what these people mentioned b elow t hink they 
are t alking about. 

R adi o active fallout i s  compo sed of several very 
different kinds of 'p article s', som e of w hi ch are so 
'm il d' that ordinary clothing provides adequate p ro­
tection. Others, p articul arly g amma radiations, are 
e xtrem ely p enetrati n g  and r e quire con siderable 
'shi el din g' for s afety. Presumably the "relic s" 
described b elow were not s ubj ected t o  local fallout 
from an atomic or hydrogen e xplosion, b ut world­
wide fallout follo ws any surface te sting o f  s uch 
bo mbs. It is true that mo st fallout is c arri ed to earth 
by rai n  or snow, s o  t he de sert are as receive far less  
fallout than other r egion s; and t h e  r eport here do es 
say "pos si bly t he o nly radi atio n-free water", b ut . . . 

"Geologi st s find p re-atomi c 'relic' in Egypt de sert :  
b y  William D ullforce; special to t h e  star-Ledger [ 1 1  
July 1972]. C airo - An E gyptian g eological team has 
j u st m ade a major s ci entific discovery deep in the 
Western Desert som e 1,000 miles from the nearest 
habi tation. But t h e  obj ects are only 30 years old. 
T he y  are four galvani zed iron d rums made in Milan, 
Italy, in 1942 and containi ng possibly the only radia­
tion-free water in the world. The g eologists stumbl ed 
over an abandoned w artime Britis h  airfield at Bir 
Tarfawi far south near the Sudanese b order. Among 
the w recked building s, v ehicles, and t housands of 
gasoli n e  drums w ere ten It alian w ater drums, four of 
them i nt act . 

T h e  w ater in t hese  drum s has b een encap sulated 
for 3 0  years and should t hu s  be free of the atomic 
radi ation which has pro gressively polluted the earth 
since t he first e xplo sion. 

Doctor Rushdi Said, Am eri can-trained head of t he 
Egyptian geological authority, c l aimed in an inter­
view Monday w ith Al Ahram that the find will e nable 
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scientists t o  assess the c haracteri stics of radiation­
free water and will s erve as a touchstone for s u b­
se qu ent water pollution throughout the w orld.  

One d rum i s  bei ng sent to t he United States and 
one to t he International Atomic Energy Agency in 
Vienna, he s aid. They w ill be opened under condition s  
of complet e  sterilization.  Speculating on ho w Italian 
water drum s came to b e  on a British airfield, Said 

suggested t he It ali an s may have t ried to c apture t he 
airbas e. T ests on the water s hould s ho w  w het her it 
com es from Libyan o ases occupied by t he Italian army 
in 1942 or from Milan, w here the drums were made.  • 

This i s  obviously not a c ase of b ad reporting, nor 
can an editor b e  claim ed for doing the usual hatchet 
job; we would like s ome c larification in a ny c ase.  

V .  ASTRONOMY 

THE MOONS OF M ARS 

by Rob ert J .  Durant 

Th e APril 1972 i s su e  of Pursuit contains w h at I 
beli eve to be a much too casual accep t ance of a 
st atem ent m ade elsewhere concerning Jonath an Swift 
and his moons o f  M ars, and the assertion t hat 
Johannes K epler predi cted the existence of t h e  moo ns 
i n  1 6 10, a full 1 17 years before Swift wrot e Gulliver 's  
Travels and the famou s description of t he M arti an 
moons. 

To b egin with, Kepler had no reason to suppo s e  
that M ars m ight have two satellites.  His astronomical 
cal cul ation s w ere b ased almo st e ntirely on t he 
me asurements m ade by Tycho Brahe ( 1546- 160 1) with 
oct ants, i. e . ,  purely angular m easurements as oppo s­
ed to t el escopic observation s. The telescop e w as 
not invented fre-invented? See Editor' s Note belo w] 
until 1608, well after the bulk of Kepler ' s  w ork was 
don e. The t elescop e s  in exi stence at that time w ere 
very crude instrum ents indeed, with approxim ately 
9x magnification an d very poor optical qualities .  A 
p air of binocular s  w ith plastic lense s  that on e might 
buy fo r a c hild tod ay is a v i ewing d evice sup erior to 
that avail able during K epler ' s  lifetim e. G alileo ( and 
K epler) was able to ob s erve only four o f  Jupiter ' s  
moo n s  an d  had s o  poor a view of Saturn that h e  mis­
took the rings for two moon s. Not until fifty years 
later did Huygen s, using a vastly imp roved in stru­
ment, di stingui s h  the rings of Saturn; yet t he r ings 
can be cl early m ade out with a good p air  of modern 
binocul ars. App aren tly the source for the "wip e "  
failed to understan d  that in ascribing Swi ft ' s  uncanny 
description of t he moons of M ars to Kepler  he w as 
merely shifting th e miracle from one author to an­
other and, b y  p ushing the e vent b ack i n  time more 
than a century, making it e ven more p arado xi c al and 
anom alou s .  

In sum, this is w h at Swift had t o  say (Gulliver's 
Tr avel s, L aputa, Ch. 3) concerning the di scovery 

L evitation 

made by the astronomers living on the airborne island 
of L ap uta: " . . .  di scern ed 2 lesser stars, or satellites, 
whi ch revolve abou t  M ar s, whereof t he inn ermo st i s  
di st ant  from the center o f  the p rimary planet e xactly 
3 of hi s di am et ers, an d the outermo st, 5, the  forme r 
revolve s in the sp ace of 10 ho urs, the latter in 2 1Yz . . .  " 
The currently a ccepted figures are, re sp ectiv ely, 
Phobo s - 7 hours, 39 minutes, 1 . 4 di ameters; Deimo s 
-30 hour s, 18 minutes, 3 . 5  di am eters. 

Obviously, Swift ' s  accu racy leaves som ething to 
be desi red, b ut hi s fi gures  are neverthel e s s  "in the 
ball p ark " .  On e  familiar w ith the history of the obser­
vation of the periods of the moon s of J upit er, for 
exampl e, with b e  slo w to fault Swift. But the crux of 
the m atter is thi s :  How did Swift learn of the ex­
i stence of t he moons of M ars in the first plac e ?  

Swift wrote Gulliver ' s  Travel s in 1725, app ro xi­
mat ely 150 years p rior to t h e  first t el e scopic ob ser­
vation o f  the moons of M ars .  Th e d iscov ery of the 
moo ns was made in 1877 by t he Am eri can astronom er 
Asaph H all, using the newly b uilt 40-inch refracting 
tel escope at the U. S. Naval Observatory. Hall sp ent 
two year s  searching for a M arti an s atellite b efo re hi s 
succes s  -and he w as using the finest tele scope t he 
worl d  had e ver seen.  But the fact i s  th at Swift 
de scribed the e xi stence of these t wo moo n s, to­
gether with acceptable app roxim ation s  o f  their 
p e rio ds and di stances from th e planet, 150 year s  
befo re Asap h  H all and the 40-inch t el escop e .  I t  i s  
only natural that thi s extraordinary fact has g iven 
ri se to equ ally e xtraordinary sp eculations  regarding 
Swift ' s  sources of info rmatio n .  

T he content ion that K epler p redicted t h e  moons 
of M ars i s  app arently a mi sinterp retation of a c urio u s  
in cident that occurred w hile Kepler and Galileo were 
carrying on a correspondence r el ating to Galileo ' s 
first telescopic observations. Galil eo, follo win g t he 
custom of the scientific c ommunity of his d ay, took 

Reprinted (in Twin Circle)  from Dick V an Dyke ' s  "Faith, Hope and Hilarity" :  " A  preacher advi sed a new 
boy in the congregation t hat it would be a g ood idea to k neel b e side his bed and pray every night .  The boy 
said, 'If I tried t hat, it w ould be a r eal miracle. I s leep in the top bunk' . "  



gre at pain s to s afeg uard his d iscoveri e s  l e st t hey 
be pirated b y  ri v al s. Accordin gly, when Galileo 
observed Saturn and w hat h e  took to b e  Saturn' s  t wo 
.moon s, he s ent t he news to K epler in th e form of an 
an agram . K epler improp erly d ecoded thi s a s  " H ail ,  
burning twin,  offsp ring o f  M ar s " ,  and concluded t h at 
Galileo h ad discovered two moon s  o f  M ars.  A short 
tim e  l ater Galileo reveal ed the correct tran slation of 
his anagram:  "I h ave observed the highe st plan et 
[saturn ] i n  t ripl et fo rm" -the "triplet form" being 
the plan et and its two p seudo-moons. Thu s ,  K epler 
did believe ,  for a period of s everal months ,  t hat 
M ars had two moons;  and presumably he died b e­
lieving Saturn h a s  t w o  m oo n s. But the temporary 
belief  in the moons of M ar s  w as c le arly d ue to a 
cryptograp hic e rror an d K epler freely ackno wledged 
it as such. Thi s i s  a gre at deal l ess than the suppos­
ed "p rediction " of t he moons a scribed to K epler. 

It w as i mpli ed in P ursuit t hat Swift l earne d of 
Kepl er' s .44prediction" while s tudying at Trinity 
College Dublin. For this to b e  s o, th e faculty at 
Tri nity must al so hav e  completely mis understood 
the anagram incident. It seems unlikely t hat so minor 
( and embarrassing) a m atter w o uld have b ee n  dis­
cussed in undergradu ate l ectures. Beyond t hat ,  
there is a seriou s  que stion as t o  w hether or not the 
incident of the an agram w as known even t o  schol ars 
before the recent e xhau stive investigations of t he 
lives and work s of the outst anding scientist s o f  
history.  In any event, no modern t ext s,upport s  the 
cl aim that K epler di scovered or predi cted t he moo n s  
of M ars. I first read of Swift ' s  description o f  t he 
moon s in a m agazine written for profe s sional and 
serious amateur astronomers.  Though t h e  Swift story 
was covered in considerable detail ,  no m ention w as 
made of K epler.  

Gaiileo s ent another anagram to K epler, this one 
concerning his di scovery of t he p hase s  o f  Venus. 
The correct decryption was: "The mother of Love 
(venus] emul ates the s hap e of Cynthi a (the Moon]" .  
Kepler rendered this a s  "There i s  a r ed spot i n  
Jupiter whi ch rotates mat hem atically. "  N o w  thi s  
add s  a n ew and quite e xciting t wi st to this w hole 
business ,  for K epler once again stumbled upon an 
astrono mic al fact that w as not to b e  discovered u ntil 
long after his d e ath. Of course he di scarded t hi s  
one j ust a s  he had di scarded the i ncorrect tran slatio n  
of t h e  first anagram, and there i s  cert ainly nothing 
to suggest that K epler predicted the Red Spot on 
Jupiter. Nevert heless ,  it  i s  difficult to avoid the 
conclusion that K epler u nconsciously knew of both 
the moons of M ar s  and o f  t he great Red Spot on 
Jupiter. 

The e ntire history of K epler ' s  astro nomical 
di scoveri e s  ( hi s  famous Three L aws) i s  replet e  w ith 
instances of lucky g ue sses ,  and e rrors in comp utatio n  
cancelling other errors in a m o s t  fortuitou s m anner. 
He w as quite consistent throughout his c areer in 
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gettin g the c orrect an swers with incorrect c alcu­
l atio n s  and assumptions. Arthur Koestl er tre ated 
this s ubj ect at length i n  his book Th e Sl eep walkers. 
But thi s  "divinatio n  b y  anagram analysi s" p racti sed 
by Kepler  s eems to h ave e scaped even Koestler' s 
pro bing mind. 

It wo uld seem then t hat the s o-called prediction 
o f  t he moons of M ar s  by Swift w as i ndep endent of 
the equally mislabelled prediction by K epler,  b ut 
both m en p roduced v alid data on s ubjects t hat w ere 
simply not within their  ability to p rodu ce using norm al 
cognitive proce sses.  Thu s we must not only re­
confirm the  oft-told Swift story, but w e  must add a 
new and eve n  more striking tale to the annals of 
cl airvoyance, pr eco gnition,  OINT tutelage, or w hat­
ever this i s. 

Reference s: "How Did K epler Di scover Hi s 
Fir st Two L aw s ? "  by Curtis Wil son,  Scienti fic 
American, M arch 1972, val . 226 ,  No. 3, p .  9 2; The 
Sleepwalkers by Arthur Koestler,  New York , The 
Macmillan Comp any,  1959 ( also available in p ap er­
back). 

Editor's Note: Apart from the fact that ,  on the 
su rface at least , K epler w ould s eem to have been 
singularly inept at solving anagram s,  there m ay  be 
worse things in store -and it is not at all certain 
that ancient p eople s  di d no t hav e  s uch 'modern' item s 
as telescop es. Frederick B. Jueneman (dire ctor/ 
research, INCA - whatever that is) ,  writing in 
Industri al Research for Novem ber  1972, rem ark s that 
" . . .  Chalde an t ablets almo st c asually mention t h e  
phas e s  o f  Venus and , unl e s s  they had t elescopic 
eyeb alls to see t he se phases,  t he plan et w as some­
w here nearby" .  Ah yes, but what of  the lens fo und 
at Ur (of the Chaldees,  ple ase note) ? M any ancient 
civili zations, e . g. Egyptian , s eem to have known a 
h eck of a lot more about a stronomy and related 
subj ect s  t han they ought to have d one.  And it is also 
true t hat other 'primitive' p eople s ( Amerinds and 
South Sea I sl anders) appear to have h ad consid erable 
knowledge of astronomy, s o m e  of it not ' available' 
by ordinary record-keeping and/ or  un as si sted vision 
(they did use hollow reeds as an aid ,  b ut pre sumably 
thi s  simply c ut s  out di stractio n s) .  

Mr.  Jueneman al so not e s  that "Homer's Ili ad 
rel ates that during the  Troj an War Venus and M ars 
h ad an altercation and a few centuri e s  l ater, about 
-700 ( presum ably 700 B . C. ? ] , M ars was clo se 
enough to ob serve the two s teeds p ulli ng the chariot 
of the w ar god. P hobos and Deimo s . "  If one can t ak e  
Hom er literally, i t  poses an e ven g reater p roblem 
than K epler's 'divination by anagram' -and it i s  
true t h at  th e one chap who did t ak e  him literally 
discovered the c ity of Troy, although he w ent b eyond 
it b y  several layers. Just w hat doe s  one m ake of 
all thi s? ?  
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LIFE ON T HE MOON? 

The following is a quite preliminary r eport on an 
item which has j u st b een b rought t o  our  atte ntion 
tho ugh it appeared in the Dall as Tim e s  H erald on the 
7th Jun e 1972. We will b e  m aking further e nquiri e s  
an d  will report b ack w hen and if  w e  obtain more 
info rm ation. 

Donald K. Sl ayton, NASA director o f  fli gh t  crew 
operation s  for t he Apollo p rogram, spoke at the 
annu al awards dinner of t he United Pre ss Internation­
al Illinoi s newsp ap er e ditors  and said that he i s  " not 
so sure"  no w that the moon is a dead planet. The 
reason: " . . . a camera b rought b ack to earth b y  Apollo 
1 1  astronauts was found to have a micro-organi sm 
living on it. T hat camera, he said ,  had b een on the 

moon' s surface three years.  The organism, 'in the  
condition of being freeze- dried' , was not  on t he 
camera when it w as rock eted to the moon, . . .  Slayton 
s aid moon s oil s eem s to stimulate c ertain typ e s  o f  
p l ant growth. " H e  did n o t  s pecify w hich plants ,  

though he noted that some g ro w  "three to four t imes 
faster in moo n  soil than i n  e arth soil" and added t h at 
moo n  soil ( certain typ es, at l e ast) have "killed t hr e e 
type s  of earth b acteri a" ( agai n  un specified).  

It is probable that mo st if not all our r e aders k no w  
o f  th e very stringent precautio ns t ak en to prevent 
contamination of the Moon by terre strial bacteria of 
any kind,  and the  impli c ation s i nherent in the di s­
covery of even a single micro-organism on e quipm ent 
brought b ack fro m  the Moon ( under totally steril e 
'wraps ' )  are or s ho uld b e  enou gh to ' shake up ' even 
the mo st complacent. We will report further if  possible. 

V I .  GEOLOGY 

THE M EDITERRANEAN 

J u st for the record, and in c ase anyone else has 
noti c ed it: While we w ere fir st working on the so­
called Bermuda Tri an gle and other "Vile Vortices" ,  
we attempted to  fin d  any factor common to  all t h ese 
anom alous areas and t he only one w e  could find was 
ocean currents. These flow in a clock wi se direction 
in the Northern Hemi sp here and in a counterclo ckwi se 
direction in the Southern. However,  i n  s everal atl ase s  
containing map s  of ocean c urrents, w e  di scovered 
that the arro w s  indicatin g s uch c urrent s in the 
M editerranean point to the l eft, i . e .  counterclo ckwi s e. 
We t h er efore -and finally- sought the advice of 
Profe ssor George K ennedy of UCL A, and received the 
follo wing r eply. 

-

"I didn 't  know much about t h e  s urface w aters and 
their motions in the Mediterran e an;  c on sequently I 
pick ed up the telephone and called Henry Menard at 
L a  Joll a who i s  P rofessor  of Oceanography d own 
there. He t ells  me that the Mediterranean circulatio n  
i s  broken u p  into a l arge number of s m al l  cell s ,  s o m e  
of which r evolve clock-wi se,  others o f  w hich revolv e 
count er clock- wi se, so t here i s  no general s en se to 
t he. motion in t h e  M edit erranean. In short, it i s  lik e  
currents i n  the bend s o f  rivers whi ch hav e  all s enses 
of motion, owing to t he highly i rregular topography 
and the fact that the Mediterrane an is brok en up by 
m any i slands and long reac he s  of s hallo w  ridge s  
which break u p  t h e  circulation p attern. " 

Ergo , we -and you- m ay now stop worrying about 
the app ar ent anomalous circulation  of water in the 
M editerranean. 

ON THE SUBJECT OF "COLD" 

Some tim e back a l ady wrote to u s  aski n g  ho w the 
Emp eror P enguin m anages t o  s tand the sub- z ero 
temp erature s o f  it s Antarctic hom e  d uring its p ro­
lon ged dark winter. As t hi s  opened up s uc h  an e­
normous s ubj ect w e  merely mention ed it in thi s 
journ al  but started up a private correspond ence into 
which several of our  m em bers have now joi ned. 
Trou bl e  i s, all of thi s has becom e so e xtensive t hat 
it w arrants a book b ut,  while  there  is a whole library 
on t he s ubj ect already among b oth b iologi st s and the 
fro zen foods p eople ,  mo st curiously we c annot get 
a strai ght ans wer on the e ssenti al poi nt at i s sue upon 
which all o f  them will  agree. This i s  simply:  does a 
wind ( and not nece ssarily a very c old one) actually 
lower the actu al t emperature of something like a dead 
fro zen mammoth or half a steer, or a living p enguin or  
doe sn't  it? 

Until last month t h e  p arty we c all th e "subj ective"  
lot -who assert that blast only m ak es things feel 
colder- seem ed to be w ay out ahead, b ut then t h e  
"obj ective" lot in the form o f  the fro zen foods p eople 
have again asserted th at their "chill " or "blast " 
techni que actu ally reduces t he real or actual (ther­
mometer) temperature; and no w com es the follo wing 
from the column headed the "Compleat Consum er" i n  
the Nation al Ob server.  

"Cool w e ather  c an kill a c arel e s s  or  luckl ess 
outdoo rsm an as readily as freezing w eather. Cool­
weather death c an occur wh en the body begi n s  lo sing 
h eat faster than it produces it, a c ondition c alled 
hypothermia. Wind and r ain c an speed the o nset of 

Please,  pl ease , let us know of any c h ange of address  a s  long in advance as possible,  and incl ude your new 
zip co de. 
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hypoth ermi a. T h e  Evergreen Safety Coun cil o f  Se attle, 
a National Safety Council c hapter, notes that clothing 
loses about 90 p er cent of its insulation power when 
wet, l e ss if w oolen and more if cotton or synthe tic. 
Wind adds to the problem by evaporati n g  moisture 
from wet clothing, producing a r efrigerating e ffect. 
The s afety group s ay s  a 15  m.p . h. win d  at 55  degrees 
cre ates a wind- chill e ffect on b are skin that is the 
egui v al ent Qf still air at 1 1  degrees belo w �· " 
(Emphasi s ours] 

Further, th e 1973 World Alm an ac, on p ag e  244, 
in cludes a " Wi nd Chill T able", and notes that 
"Temp erat ure and wind both affect th e heat lo s s  from 
the s urface of the b ody. The e ffect of these  t wo 
factors i s  e xpressed as an ' e quival ent temp erature,' 
which approximat e s  the still-air temperature w hi ch 

would have the s arne cooling effect as the wind and 
temp erature combin ation. For exampl e, from the table 
above, w ith a temp erature of 20 °F. and a wind of 20 
mph. , th e e ffect on expo sed flesh is the s am e  as 
- 9 ° F. w ith no wind. " 

Al so, in a b o okl et published by the P acifi c 
Bam boo Gardens in San Di ego, C alifornia, it i s  
stated that " A  plant gro wn i n  a s heltered location 
will probably fare better at a lower temp eratu re than 
one  gro wn in t he op en. Th e wind will effecti vely 

lo wer the actual temperatur e [emphasi s ours], as far 
as the pl ant i s  concerned, many degrees. " 

Inasmuch as no one seem s to agree on anything 
concernin g this subj ect, we will d rop t he m atter 
unl e ss we get a catego ri c statem ent from an authority 
who i s  accep tabl e to everyone. 

VII. BIOLOGY 

THE P ARAGUAY AN "BARKING SNAKE" 

Sp ani sh i s  b asically a v ery simple l an gu age, but 
it come s in as many 'varieti es'  as t here are Spani sh­
sp eaki ng countries.  Th e perso n  w ho "transl ated" 
the original report f rom P araguay for the Seattle 
P o st-Intelligencer obviously di d not kno w P araguay an 
Spani sh. 

We have r eceived a c harming l etter from Sr. Junia 
Mil ciades Fruto s, Vice Director of the J ardin 
Botani co, Museo y Zoologi co in Asuncion, t elling u s  
about their most famo us acqui sition and enclosi ng a 
newsp ap er clipping recounting a press conference 
call ed t o  combat the w ild rumo urs which w ere then 
circul ating; the clipping i s  d ated the 25th February 
1972 and gives full details. 

The "Mboi- Y agu a" or "Barking Snake ( with hook s 
on it s t ail ! ) "  i s  an An aconda, sp ecifically Eunecte s 
murinu s. Th e b ul ge in its midsection w as e xplained 
on the 20th May 1972 when t he snak e  gave birth to 
6 1  live young, all but 4 of w hich died during the  
n ext week or s o .  The mother sn ak e  is appro ximately 
5 m et er s  in l ength (a bit over 1 6  feet) and c au sed the 
Zoo considerable concern through her refu s al t o  e at. 
However, s he devoured a d uck on th e 4t h of Octob er, 
and six  days later consumed another du ck, and they 
are now fairly confident t h at  she has adapted t o  her 
new enviro nm e nt. 

� Further Request for H elp 

The sci enti st s  who attended the pre s s  conferenc e 
poi nted out that the nam e "mboi-y agu a" was b etter 
tran sl ated as "tiger- s n ak e "  than as "snak e- dog" (or 
dog- snak e) since it  is b ased prim arily on the fact 
that the snak e  is spotted lik e t he t iger -this i s  con­
fu sing until one r ecollects  t hat Central and South 
Am erican s  insi st on c alling t h e  j ag u ar  � tigre. As 
for t he hooks  on the tail ,  the Boidae g enerally have 
vestigial hind limbs in t he form of spines n ear t he 
anu s, b ut in t hi s  case the "hook" would s eem to b e  a 
ghastly mi stranslation of t he simple fact t hat �· 
murinu� anchors it self to a t ree  by hooking its t ail 
around it ( or some other s olid obj ect) when attacking 
its prey, p articularly if  the l atter i s  l arge. E. murinu s 
is much l arger and much less  well kno wn in

-
P araguay 

than its s maller rel ative g;. notaeu s. 

THAT NEW VERY HUMAN-LOOKING SKULL 

Even if you are not in any way intere sted in t h e  
subj ect of fo ssil m an and the age of o u r  an cestors, 
you will almo st surely have r e ad about t h e  new one 
found in K enya by the so n of t he f amous Dr. L e ak ey, 
who is c arrying on his father ' s  work.  There is going 
to be a lot o f  di scu ssion over thi s  find and it has, in 
fact, already begun. The fact that it h as  b een dated 
as having li ved m ore t han twice as long ago as the 

In our April 1972 i ssue we noted a r equest by Mr. T.  R. Birkhead, an o rnithologi st, for skulls of the Cro w 
family. We have managed to acquire for him s pecimens o f  b oth the c ommon Cro w (Corvus brachyrh.ynco s) and 
the Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) .  H e  has a sked us to ' adverti se'  further for the followi ng: the Canada J ay  
( Peri soreus canadensi s), the M agpie (Pica E· hudsonia), t he Florida or  Scrub J ay ( Aphelocoma coerule scens 
co erulescen s), the Fish Crow (� o s sifragus), and t he Raven (Corv us �). Any members who com e  
acro ss any o f  t he se a r e  asked t o  s e al  them in plastic b ags a n d  send t h e m  - st urdily pack aged- t o  us;  we will 
forward them t o  Mr. Birkhead. 



be etle- bro wed Homo erectu s ,  which h ad until then 
been thou ght to bet he e arli est hominid on our d irect 
line of ancestry , was eno ugh to " shake up " everybody. 

However, the fact that t he skull was found in a 
large numb er of small pieces has already c au sed 
some to critici ze the way in whi ch Dr. Maeve L eak ey 
h as reconstructed it. T here are al so hint s t hat the 
dating of t he p arti cul ar strata, from which over 200 
other pieces of homin id skel eton s w ere e xtracted last 
year , may be off. Anyho w, that a creatur e with a 
brai n  capacity of 800 cc. (modern m an averages 1500 
cc. ) that was contemporary with t he v ery ape-like 
Au stralopithecu s with a brain c ap acity o f  l e ss than 
500 cc. more t han 2Yz million years ago is very 
thou ght-provoking. But then , as mo re than one anthro­
pologist has pointed out, about 80% of t he contribu­
tions to thi s  very e arly history of M an h as com e from 
one area in  the past t wo decades and almo st entirely 
as the result of the effort s  of  one m an. Way b ack in 
1890 Eugen e Duboi s di scovered what w as t hen 
called Pithecanthropu s in J ava; then c reatures of  
much t he sam e  typ e e arn  e from P ekin and were at 
first called Sinant hropus.  Drs. Dart and Broom brought 
to light the first Australopithecus in South Africa 
-so m e  five stage s in their evolution have now b e en 
t abb ed. 

Walt er Sullivan pointed out in hi s report of thi s 
l atest di sco very that Dr. William Howell s, Professor 
of Anthropology at H arv ard, had more than s uccinctly 
rem arked that our knowledge of  m an ' s  history is still 
fragm entary and "There are blank part s, but t hey will 
be filled. We have hundred s of  years of exploration 
ah ead of us" . Actually, we have o nly j u st started 
looki ng, and even the rare d eposits of volcanic 
ej ect a such as are found in t he Rift Vall eys are not 
that rare, so there are still many places to look. The 
mere hugeness of the "proj ect" ( wo rldwide) nonethe­
less causes us to marvel w hen a sp ecimen such as 
thi s is found. 

PEARLS IN HENS' EGGS 

The attached photo , with the story that w ent with 
it , was sent to us by one of our Swedish members .  
These items w ere on the front  page of t he newspap er 
Norrlandska _Socialdemokraten,  of Noorland. It i s  
under banner headlin es . 

Now, w e  have cert ainly found som e amazing t hings 
in eggs ourselve s and som e of  t hese w ere c oncre­
tions of CaC03 . Pearls are e s sentially made of t hi s  
stuff too but their luster i s  applied i n  t he form of  a 
complex organic substance derived from the m antel of 
the oysters . 

In t hi s  case the article accomp anying thi s  photo­
grap h st ates that s cienti sts  who went t o  examine 
these egg s  found some pearls still in  situ , and they 
su ggested t hat t he hens t hat l aid t hem had b een 
getting some new chemical in t heir food,  or  from some 
oth er sou rces.  

We are,  however, hi ghly su spicious of t hi s  c ase ,  
for , be i t  noted , the  newspaper is dated t he First of  
April ! (197 2 ]  
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GIANT H ERBS 

Bot anists and gardeners have fo r long kno wn that 
a substance to w hi ch t h e  n am e  gibberellin h as been 
given and which o ccurs naturally in  plants ,  when� 
puri fied, concentrated, and applied in sp ecific  w ays, 
can p roduce healthy gi ganti sm in rn any kinds of 
herbaceo u s  plants. Mo st reputable s e ed and plant 
catalogues adverti se thi s  along with in struction 
books.  A standard solution is . 1% Potassium Gibberel­
ate;  and it is quite true t hat such t hings as 10- ft 
cabbages can b e  grown with t hi s  t reatment. What i s  
mo re ,  s om e  at l e ast temporary mutations that bre ed 
true have thus been developed. 

We will not forget our  s u rpri se w h en some seed s a 
friend of o urs in Californi a s ent us -h e i s  a g reat 
gardener and especi ally of Am erindi an herb s, and 
often sends us s eeds and cuttings to exp erim ent 
with- and w hi ch he asked us to plant as s oon as the 
first skunk c abbag e  s ho wed g reen, spro uted large 
crinkly, fl e shy l eaves b efore anythi ng e l se in  t hat 
sp eci al g arden had even app eared,  and then continued 
to grow,  thro wing up al so a large mo und all around 
its sturdy stem. After a heavy r ain  we perceived a 
tuber of s o m e  ki nd b elow t hi s. On extracti on it 
proved to  b e  a white radi sh about four ti m e s  the si ze 
of a grap efruit. Thi s was m any years ago no w but w as 
the fir st of t hese arti ficially provoked plants w e  had 
seen. 

-+ -+ 
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But no w t hat remarkably "inqui sitive"  weekly 
newsp ap er the National En quirer ( 29 O ct. 19 7 2) re­
po rt s  ( byline: Willi am F. Mi chelfelder) that a Mrs. 
Ro se Nickle of Corte M adera, about 20 mile s  from 
San Franci sco in California, has b ee n  producing gi ant 
flowers, starting with Dahli as, by mixing hum an hair 
clippi ng s  i nto the mul ch she tro wels around her 
pl ants. There are some asp ect s  of t hi s  story that, we 
mu st admit, more than stretch one' s  imagin ation, 
notably the speed w ith w hi c h  t hi s  o dd m anure i s  
reported t o  work, o r  at l east w ork ed o n  the fir st 
occasion that s he noti ced the results - a  doubling o f  
si ze i n  a matter o f  a few days. 

Apparently Mrs. Ni ckle g ot her idea fro m her 
hu sband, a s emi-retired b arber, who told her that a 
l ady had b een coming into t heir s hop regul arly for 
y e ar s  a skin g for th e sweepings; w hen they finally 
ask ed her w h at s he did with them, she s aid t h at she 
sp aded t hem into her garden when plant ing. Mrs. 
Nickle decided to give it  a t ry, and thi s, everybody 
swear s, is the result. A local c hemical l aboratory 
could only say that hair is a good sour ce of p rotein 
but as to its bein g a sort of sup er fertili zer, they 
di screetly remained mum .  

Then, of course, there i s  t h e  now famous c ase of 
the gi ant, poisonous form of t he c ommo n Hogweed 
that suddenly cropp ed up in Britain a couple of y ears 
ago and appeared potenti ally s o  s eriou s  a p e st t hat 
the  gov ernm ent t ook excep tion ally s wift and direct 
m easur es. Thi s l arge fo rm i s  indigenou s to the  
Caucasu s an d h ad e scap ed from the  Kew Botanic al  
Garden s. Some o f  the pl ant "mon stro siti e s" -not 
whol e strains or  mutatio n s- that have cropp ed up at 
the Brookhaven exp erimental stat.ion wher e  they have 
been t e sting the effect s o f  what m ay b e  c all ed "over­
do ses" of hard r ays, have b een a bit  startling, b ut 
all t hese four cas e s  f all i nto different cat egori e s. 

If t hi s  sto ry about t he hum an hair  i s  true, what, 
pray, i s  the e xplan ation? Our m e mbers s eem to b e  
getting v ery good at turni n g  u p  expl anation s. P erh ap s  
o n e  o f  you can s ati sfy the rest o f  u s  o n  thi s one. 

TROPICAL F ISH IN SIBERIA 

A curiou s  littl e item headed "Russian s C atch 
Tropical Fi sh", by UPI, d ate-lined Mo scow, 9 J un e  
197 2  (Lo s Angeles Time s), w ent as follows in t oto : 

" Fisherm en braving Sib erian cold t o  drop a line in 
one of t he Angara River tributarie s  h ave been pulling 
out tropical fis h  -thousands of miles from the tropic s. 
Th e Tass news age ncy s aid som eon e  must have once 
dropp ed a t ankful of pet tropical fish in the river near 
L ake Baik al. The fis h  swam up stream i nto a can al  
where a t herm al po wer plant d i sgorges hot water; and 
began rep rodu ci ng. " 

Thi s m ay b e  so, b ut if they are c atching them p re­
sumably by line or  n et, they must be of som e s i ze and 
therefo re to have est ablished t hemselves for some 
years, for nobody keep s e v en s i x-inch tropical fi sh 

i n  tanks. Moreov er, w e ' d  lik e  to know what fish, 
since t ho se tropical s  that collectors do k eep are 
u sually not species  that grow above two inches at the 
most.  We 've written seeking further enlightenment b ut 
no r eply so far, and in a c ase o f  this sort there 
probably w on't be on e. The Russi an s  are funny in 
that they answer som e e n quiri e s  almost by return 
mail ; others they igno re. 

Howev er, there i s  s omething distinctly "fi shy" 
abou t  t hi s. [ Editor 's  Note: A report som e tim e ago 
noted that the Russians clai m ed to have 'resurrected' 
lizard-like t ritons ( i . e.  newt s ,  a kind of amphi bian) 
alleged to have been buried in the p ermafro st for 
5000 years;  b ut later admitted t hat t h e  story was 
"pure fantasy".] 

ANCIENT SEEDS 

Thi s business of 4 000-year-old seeds sprouting has 
been goin g on for years. There w as the controversial 
m atter of An cient Egypti an wheat of about that age,  
w hi ch was nev er positively resolved. Next, it  w as a 
seri e s  of lotus seeds fou nd in a p eat swamp in 
M an churia. Western sci enti st s s eem not to have b e­
lieved thi s either ( see the ultim ate and definitive 
work on the subj ect e ntitled Seed Preservation a nd 
Longevity by L .  v. Barton , 196 1, L eon ard Hill 
Book s), in whi ch the oldest seed to g ermi n ate i s  s aid 
to be about 200 years - pos sibly 250. Now c omes 
thi s from Jap an .  

" Akita, Jap an ( AP )  - Several s eeds found i n  an 
ancient tomb a nd believed to b e  4 , 000 years old 
sp rou ted w hen they w ere e xpo sed to s unlight a 
Jap an ese archaeologi st reported yesterday. Y asutoki 
Togashi, the archaeologist , said t he age of the seeds 
was based on the composition of s oil and clay in 
which t h ey w ere found. " 

Th e mystery here i s  t hat nobody has t ri ed to ex­
plain why only c ertain s e eds from any one site do so 
germinate - if t hey do. Barton strongly suggests  that 
seeds alleged to c om e  from 4 000-year-old Egyptian 
tombs and s uch did not, in fact, d o  so, b ut w ere plant­
ed ( no pun intended) by c hap s w ith a perverted sense 
of humour. Som e finely controlled experiment s  w ere 
c arried out by botanist s  in the 18th and 19th centurie s  
( and into t he 20th), a n d  t he r ate of germi nation v aried 
widely among s e ed s  of 'identical '  plants and depended 
largely on t he type o f  s eed, i . e .  "hard-shelled ", 
"fuzzy" , or w hatev er .  

I f  any o f  o u r  readers c an c om e  u p  with s om e  really 
i ncontrovertible evidence on thi s  subj ect we will be 
happy to he ar of it. And meant ime where 's  t he r adio­
carbon dating on tho se asso ciated seeds that did not 
germinate?  

A SECOND LOBST ER MYST ERY 

Lobst ers are very funny creatures. As anyone 
knows who has looked at a whole lob ster dead or 
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alive,  their  cl aws are quite different . One is long and 
slender with a lot of hook s  on t he i n side for holding 
things,  the other on e is b igger and b ulbou s  and has 
only a few rounded knobs inside. T hi s  one is for 
cru shin g. Thirty years ago , finding w h at  w as c alled a 
"left-handed" lob ster (in which t he ord er w as r eversed 
to the common run of t h at sp eci e s) was an e xtrem e 
rarity. In twenty years ,  however, n e arly fi fty p ercent 
-as seen in t he lob ster co rral s  o f  our northe ast co ast­
were "left-handers" and since t hen t h e  t endency has 
continu ed ap ace so that they h av e  becom e t h e  
stan dard, and t he "old-fashion ed" typ e t h e  r arity. 

This oddity c an be p ut do wn to s o m e  as yet un­
explained mutation,  b ut now com e s  thi s one which i s  
not s o  simply explained. We tak e this i n  toto from the 
"This World" Sunday supplement of t he San Francisco 
Examiner � Chroni cl e, of t he 19th November 197 2. 

"Blind Lobsters Gro w Bigger. For unkno wn 
reason s, lob sters born blind gro w  faster,  b igger and 
more orange than tho se with sight. This curious 
di scovery was m ade at th e Boothbay H arbor, Me. , 
l aboratory of the National Oceanic and Atmo spheric  
Administration. About one lob ster out  o f  every 5000 
was born blind, they found, an d  that lob ster would 
l ack pigment (they would be the brilli ant orange-red 
of a c ooked lobster instead of the b lue-gre en of the 
no rm al live lobster). I t  wo ul d al so molt 1 2  tim e s  i n  
the first four months  instead o f  only 8;  might weigh 
40 time s  as m uch at that tim e  as a norm al lobster 
- yet eat no m ore. " 

We wrote to the N.O. A. A. for further inform ation 
and received the follo win g mo st interesting r eply from 
Alden P. Stickney,  Fi shery Biologi st. 

" In an swer to your l etter, the blind lob sters to 
which you refer lo se their eyes d uring one of t h eir 
early molts,  u sually w hen changing from t he first to 
second larval stage, or from the second to the third. 
They are about one half inch long at thi s tim e. The 
cause for t hi s  eye lo ss is not kno wn,  but t he entire 
eye stalk i s  lo st.  Only one out of several t housand 
are victim s of thi s deformity. 

" The eye- stalk of a norm al lob ster contains some 
very important glandul ar ti ssue,  somewh at an al ago u s  
t o  the pituitary glan d  i n  higher animals.  These gland s 
regulate a number of physiologi c al function s in the 
lobster, including pigmen tation,  metaboli sm, repro­
ductive c ycl e and molting. Since the  e ffect of the 
gl and on molting i s  i nhibitory,  i ts  lo s s  permits more 
frequent molting and faster gro wth. Artificial r emoval 
of t h e  eye stalk s h as  the s am e  effect, b ut generally 
kills the lobster after the en suing molt. Naturally 
eyel e ss lobsters, on t he other h and, s eem to live 
vi go ro u s  an d healthy live s fo r several additional 
molts. 

" We h ave not yet had the opportunity to study these 
aberrant lobsters adequat ely b ecau se of t h eir rarity. 
We do not know w hether t hey will m ature norm ally, or 
whether other defects al so ari sing from their eyel e s s  

condition will prevent complete d evelopment. W e  do 
not kno w  t he c au se of the eye l o s s ,  nor whether it 
occurs in nature or only in artifi ci ally hatched 
lob sters. Obviously , if these unusually rapid growing 
lob sters could be created at w ill by m anipulation of 
thei r e nvironment and if no oth er detrimental effects 
are asso ci ated wit h the c o ndition , the phenomenon 
m ight find a useful appli cation in the artifi ci al 
culture of lob sters. 

" The lo ss of a singl e  eye in lobsters is a much 
mo re fre quent occurren ce, but in one-eyed lobster s 
the glands in the remaining eyestalk app ear to be 
sufficient to regulate molting no rm ally. Although 
lobsters are able to regen erate l o st limbs, t h ey are 
not simil arly able to regen erate lo st eye stalk s." 

A SCALY BEAST 

From The Hindu,  M adras, India, d ated the 8th 
J anuary 1973 and by lined Tranqueb ar: 

" Amphibiou s  Creature Caught from Sea. A four­
footed amp hibio us creatu re caught from the sea i s  
attracting l arge crowds here. T h e  orange- coloured 
creature m easuring nearly a m etre in length and 30 
em in height, has a s harp nose lik e an anteater and 
has scales all over the body. It walk s and runs about 
on l and. Fis herm en w ho c aught the  cre ature , w hich 
has not been identified yet, s aid t h at it caused some 
damage to t heir net whil e struggling to escape.-P TL " 

Thi s  i s  the kind of item that really causes  us both 
trouble and e nlightenm ent. The above clip w as sent 
to us by one  of our founding members and a v ery old 
p erson al friend of our Director - Mr. W. M.  (Gerald) 
Ru ssell [the "George" Ru ssell of Animal Treasure by 
Ivan T. Sanderso n] . No w the fun b egins. While we are 
digging out the newsp ap er entitled The Hindu, all we 
can d o  i s  specul ate. And a s  of now: we do so as 
follows:-

Thi s sounds lik e an Indian P holidota ( i . e. a Scaly 
Anteater) that the fi shermen had as a pet and w hich,  
with its powerful claws ,  could indeed completely 
wreck an inshore fi shing net. The Indian Governm ent, 
in its genero sity, provide s  financial relief (i . e. hard 
cash) to fishermen fo r things s uch as torn nets. O n  
t h e  other hand, t h e  damned e st animal s  g o  swimming 
in t he se a. What about th e Probo sci s  Monkey found 
p addling happily alon g, w ay out of si ght of land, 
som ew hat northe ast of Borneo ; rescued by a Briti sh 
p atrol l aunch, and presented to th e world by the now 
defu nct Life M agazi ne on its cover. 

Of course,  w e ' re all still hoping fo r a scaly " sea­
mo nster" but, I fear me,  this will turn out to be j u st 
another item lik e the P aragu ay an "barkin g  sn ake-dog" 
( see p .  14) .  Neverthel ess ,  one m u st k eep trying; 
ot h erwi se somethin g for r eal will get missed,  and j u st 
because someone i s  scared of ridicule .  We are not.  
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VII I .  AN THROPOL OGY 

"YESU "  OF T HE DRUIDS 

Ther e  h as b een a l egend in t he s outhwest p eninsu­
l a  ( Som er set and Cornwall) of Engl and; and so uthern 
Irel and throu ghout recorded history that the P ale stin­
i an Essene w hom we c all "J esus Chri st" vi sited and 
resided at a place, today c alled Glastonbury, i n  
northern Som erset. T h i s  i s  a m atter of  eno rmo u s  

hi sto rical intere st; and not only t o  theologi ans.  J u st 
look it up in any encyclop edia. 

L et us, ho wever, leave the theological asp ect s of 
thi s out o f  the picture for the mom ent and concentrate 
on t he hi sto rical ,  with s ome reference to botanical 
m atters. It i s  o ur intention to find as much sp ace as 
we can in future i s su es o f  thi s j ourn al to pre sent as 

.·· .··� .••. �"\. ···.J ··-' 

; ..... . 

ENGLAND 

The southw est p enin sul a of Engl and with p l aces h aving l egend ary or hi sto rical rel ations to vi sits by 
Jo seph of Arimathaea. 

B elieve it or not, you � eliminate most of the j unk mail  you receive; not all of it -and for pornographic 
mail , ask your local post office for form No. 220 1 ( " the form fm getting off sexually-oriented advertising 
lists " ) . As for ordinary junk mail ,  write to Miss Lynn L e e ,  Director of Consumer R elations,  Direct Mail 
Adverti sing A ssociation, Inc. , 230 P ark Avenue,  New York , New York 100 17 . She will send you inform ation 
on their service ,  tog ether with the necessary forms. There  i s  no cost to you except for the po stage required 
to request the f')rm and return it to her. 

P o ssibly Apo cryphal 
SITU i s ,  of course , stri ctly apolitical b ut ,  t ho ugh we n aturally deplore the violence in Irel and,  we p ass on 

t he following which was sent us  b y  Sibley Morrill who got  it from a c h ap  named Henessy,  w ho told of an 
i ntervi e w  w ith a citi zen o f  Belfast who d o wngraded all t he r eport s  o f  violence there. Finally the interviewer 
ask ed  h im w h at kind of a job he h ad in B elfast since h e  knew so much about it. Hi s response w as "I'm a 
t ail-gunner on a milk w ago n " .  

From " Welcom at" , a center-city P hil adelphi a  w eekly ( August 197 2): "Things c an always b e  wo rse. Thirty 
ye ars frorr_ now speeder s  will crash in the s ky and fall on pedestri ans. " 



many findings on this story as w e  can, and especially 
t ho se sugg e sted by our m embers. But for no w l et u s  
try t o  d i spo se o f  t w o  corollary m atters: fi rst the 
matter of the flo wering t horn tree w hich i s  re ally the 
basi s for thi s w hole l egend. 

In Gl astonbury, County of Somerset, England, and 
o nly t here in all of w e stern Europe, i s  there fo und a 
t horn b us h  w hi ch

-
flo wers t wice a year, and almo st 

exactly on Christm as and t he Christi an E aster. The 
story goes t hat these bu shes in  that area are all 
desce nded from a staff left o utside a hut b y  one  
Jo seph o f  Arimathaea, a prominent H ebraic and Rom an 
o fficial, who w as al so tre uncle of Christ and hi s 
guardian, on on e o f  his p eriodic v i sits to the tin 
min es of Britain. 

19 

The so-call ed "thorn tre e s" con stitute the genus 
Crataegus (a m em ber of the Ro s aceae family) of which 
t here are at l east 150 full s peci e s  and now over 900 
sub- speci e s, though mo st of the l atter were developed 
in No rt h  Am erica. The common speci e s  o f  Britain i s  
Cr at aegus o xyacantha -of which t here are also 
num erous very distinct n atural sub- species. They are 
all s hrub s or small trees  w ith, occasionally, an old 
gi ant up to 45 feet. The original indigeno u s  d i stribu­
tion of thi s  species  w as app arently from northwestern 
Europe north to 6 2-Y2 ° north latitude in Sweden; and 
then east, via the s ub-boreal b elt, all the w ay to 
farthe st Sib eri a; and then b ack w e st again, north o f  
t h e  mou ntain s t o  Asi a Minor and North Mrica. How­
ever, th ere i s  anothe r species  k no wn as C. p raeco x 
that flo wers twice a year and which i s  indigeno u s  to 
the eastern M editerranean, and thence e ast, sout h  of 
the di stribution of the g. :oxyacantha_ group.  

So why i s  t here only one tiny place in w estern 
Europ e where thi s species has b ecom e impl anted; and 
why should seeds taken from it there ( cross-bred o r  
otherwi se) fail to p erform? 

Next, there can in no way be any doubt t h at the 
P ho enici an s and other P alestini ans obtained a m ajor 
p art of t heir supply of tin and other m etal s  from thi s 
are a  in the i slands t h at the Greeks called the 
C assiterides.  Th erefore, who would w i sh to d eny t hat 
a leading m etal trader, such as this Jo seph o f  
Arim athaea, should have t ak en hi s adopted s on, age 
1 2, on a t rip with him to the w e st? As to whet he r or 
nor thi s  adopted son happ ened to be the m an we k no w  
( hi storic ally) as J e su s Christ i s  o f  no conc ern t o  u s  
at t he mom ent;  but, since t hat p erson app ears t o  have 
been mis sing from P alestin e  from the age o f  1 2  until 
30 there is no r eason to suppo se t h at  it w as not he.  

Fin ally, as you will see from thi s journ al (Vol.  5,  
No . 1 ,  p.  16) ,  it  has b ee n  s uggested (by Colin 
Ren frew) that the m o st an cient monothei stic t heologi-

tiQ Possible Doubt Whatever! 

c al  influences spread not from the e astern M editerra­
n ean to the north and w e st but from t he north and 
w e st to the sout h  and east. In other w ords, the l at e  
neolithic, and e sp eci ally t h e  Celtic eccl e si astic s  
(often erroneously c all t h e  "Druids")  were the fir st 
monothei sts and they could probably te ach a P ale stin­
i an Essene more than could any other p eople w hom he 
could reach, a pure p hilo sophy that he could develop 
to apply to what C hristi an s  call hi s "Mini stry ", when 
he w ent hom e. The fascinating thing is that the Celts 
had a M e s si ah b eli ef, and this great philo sop he r and 
teacher-to-be, was called by them Y ESU. Coincidence? 

For no w, we would j u st lik e  to revive thi s fascina­
ting legend, and introduce it to thi s  country. 

How m any of you "exported" Celts have ob serv a­
tion s  to m ak e  on thi s. Try an encyclop edi a first;  then 
see if you have any " ancestors" still alive; re-read 
the Bible; and t hen bomb ard us.  There's more to t hi s  
legend than meets  the eye. 

A L INGUISTIC SURPRI SE 

The Nation al Enquirer ( 19 Nov. 1972) pointed out 
that t he e di tors of Webster's Third New Int ernation al 
Di ction ary, state that the word with t h e  mo st u sage s  
in o ur l angu age i s  SET. I t  can b e  u sed a s  a noun,  a 
verb, or an adj ective, and over 200 such usages are 
known fo r it . 

METALLIC BALLS FROM HERE ! 

It has b een truly s aid t hat p eople don't like their 
mysteri es solved; hence Mr. Alfred Hitchcock's 
initi al and e normous success.  Ho wever, just wangl e  
an invitatio n to a My stery Writers' Guild b ash, and 
ask around. As fort ean s, we run the ri sk of censorship 
on both scores and we are very happy to do so . We 
con sid er e xplaining th e "unexplained" just as im­
portant as bringing them to your  attention in t h e  first 
place, wh en others refu se to do so fo r one r e ason or 
oth er. Thi s is p articul arly the c ase w hen there has 
obviously been s ome d eliberat e  m alintent along th e 
way. 

In our J uly 197 2 i ssue we gave quite a lot of 
sp ac e  to the m atter of hollo w m etal b all s of variou s 
size s that have b een turni ng up on t h e  s urface of th e 
l and and, in one c ase, on th e bottom of a shallo w 
sea, for some years now in variou s  p art s of the worl d  
and whi ch have g o t  t he aver ag e  intelligent newsp ap er 
reader intrigue d, while .  it has s ent all assorted 

So m e  years ago t he M anchester Guardi an Weekly ( as it then w as), r eprinted t he following extract from 
British Admiralty instructions :  "It is necessary for technical r e asons that t h e se warheads shoul d  be stored 
with the top at t he bottom and the bottom at t he top.  In order that t here may b e  no doubt which is  the b ottom 
for storage purposes, it will be se en that the b ottom of each head has been l abelled with the word TOP . " 



sp eci e s  of kooks, and e v en the s erious-mi nded 
ufolo gi sts, into  tran sports  o f  sp ecul ation. Now, thank 
goodness,  we have at l e ast one very straightforward 
and simple ,  possible ,  e xpl anation for some (most,  if 
not all) of  them. In our opinion , t h erefore ,  the onu s 
falls squ arely upon t he P r e ss for  having either 

deliberately built thi s into a my st ery o r, altern atively, 
for j u st pl ain not kno wi ng t heir job.  

We r eceived a letter from the brother o f  one of our 
m em bers, who read s  thi s journal regul arly, and we 
quote the e ssential p art , in  t oto , w ith hi s kind p er­
mi ssion: -

"I recall an articl e  in th e l o c al p ap ers about such 
ball s being discovered y e ar s  ago -wo uld gue ss about 
5- 1 5  years ago; there w as al so an arti cle at about 
the s am e  time in Avi atio n  Week I b elieve. One o f  
these articles,  probably the ,a. Yi· o n e ,  included 
p hoto s of a c ouple of such sphere s. One of t hese 
sp here s resembled the one in the photo i n  the P ursuit 
article v ery clo sely in t he photo graphs as w ell as 
the d escription. These spheres are g as b ottle s  t h at 
are u sed to hold heli um ( and m ayb e other g as es) under 
very high pre ssure for use in controlling the direction 
of thrust of rock et engines. They are m ade o f  v ario u s  
alloy s  and are v ery strong s o  that t hey can contai n  
trem en dous pressures. They com e  in  v ario u s  si zes. 
They are carri ed on virtually all ro cket s  w hich are 
u sed to l aunch satellites  and r e- entry e xp erim ents: 
they are p art of the upp er stages o f  l aunch v ehicl e s  
which g o  into orbit with t h ei r  p aylo ads. Th ey are 
p art of the t rem endous amo unt of ' space junk ' in 
orbit about the earth. M any of t hese v ehicles are 
p arts of milit ary reconnai s sance s atellites w hich are 
in low e arth o rbits which decay v ery rapidly. These 
sp heres and some other p arts o f  these v ehicles are 
often not burned up when they re- enter the atmo sphere 
at 1 7 , 000 m.p . h. due to their shap e  and hig h surface­
area-to- weight ratio .  P arts of fuel tanks up to 10 feet 
long have been found. In t h e  c ase of the sphere in the 
p hoto in Pursuit the hol e  was melted by heat of r e­
entry becau se there was already a b re ak  in the s urface 
of the sphere at that point :  n amely , the  o utl et v alve 
for the pre ssurized gas it co ntained. When t h e se 
spheres w ere fir st di scovered, they w ere a t hree- d ay 
wonder, until someone recogni zed what they w ere. " 

So ,  until such time a s  one  i s  unlucky e nough to be 
hit  by a t en- foot tank re- enterin g  at its o wn leisure 
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we m ay save space for other things in our still limited 
numb er of p age s . 

MORE ON MERCURY EN GINES 

In our i s su e  o f  July 1972 wh en discussing p o s sibl e 
motive po wer sources for flying m achines  d evised by 
the An cients we once again touched upo n  thi s c urio u s  
matter o f  the Pre- Aryan Indi an so- called "M ercury 
En gines " .  Ho w they d eri ved th eir mo tive p o wer ( if  
th ey ev er exi sted) would probably n ever b e  di s­
covered by u s. 

The follo wing statement is t ak en directly from 
the U. S. D ep artment o f  Commerce' s Mari n e  Fi sheri e s  
Revi ew, of the 5th October 1972, vol.'34:-No. 9- 1 0 ,  
p .  70.  I t  i s  credi ted t o  the J ap an Economic Journal 
for the 1 st Aug ust 1 9 7 2. 

-- --- ' 

"A model undersea craft prop elled by electro­
m agn eti cally cr eated j ets of w ater will be t e sted in 
September. The 1-m eter-long mo del t e st craft weighs 
90 kilogram s. It w as built by the El ectro-techni cal 
L abo ratory of the J ap an Agency of Indu stri al Sci ence 
an d Te chnology. If  it w ork s ,  the n ew craft should 
m ak e undersea op eration s much safer and e asier 
becau se it w ould elimi nate t he hazards of p rop ell er­
driven s ubmarin es. At great d ep ths, heavy w ater 
pres sure mak es it di fficult to maint ain the ai r tight­
ness of the p rop ell er shaft' s bearing section.  Al so , 
steering i s  difficult due to heavy p rop ell er vibrations. 

"The l abo ratory h as  applied t h e  p rinciple of 
mov ement s  of any li quid in a m agneti c fi eld in a right 
an gl e to the fi eld when an el ectric current is applied. 
It is using m ercu ry [emph asis ours ] as the b asic 
moving li quid b ecau se it i s  far more c o ndu ctive 
(earli er test with seawater fail ed) and will allow for 
mi ni aturi zation. Th e power s ystem involves a "U­
shap ed" co ntainer o f  mercury surrounded by a m agnet. 
It is conn ected to storage cell s and a squ are- shaped 
input/ o utput piping system extending from t he motor' s 
core. Alternati n g  currents will cause the me rcury to 
move in different ways. Thi s will c ause s eawater 
inside t he motor to move. Thi s movement will b e  
regulated b y  a system o f  valve s  propelling t h e  vessel 
in desired di rection . " 

We have written asking for whatever further techni­
cal information might b e  av ail able and thi s (if any i s  
forthcoming) will b e  passed o n  to you. 

DE PARTMENT O F  LOOSE ENDS 

In our July 1972 i ssu e we report ed further on a 
mysteriou s b ell t h at  rang regul arly at ( we u se thi s 
word advi sedly) th e home of the Bentl ey family in  
Stone ,  En gland, and stated that our correspondent in  
En gland h ad promi sed to  t ry to fin d out  from the 
Bentleys j ust what did happen. Rep e ated pleas fo r 
their side of the story have g one unanswered. Our 

informant  notes that they are presumably "fed up with 
the whole affair -o r they m ay have moved, of course, 
thou gh in such cas e s  the Po st Office u su ally returns 
m ail marked 'gone away ' .  So it looks a s  tho ugh we 
have come to th e end of the lin e  on t he Stone b ell 
case . I hate having to admit defeat ! "  So do w e , but 
there w ould s eem to be nothing further that c an be 
done in thi s c ase. 
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Notice t o  Foreign (including C an adian and Mexican )  M embers and Sub scri ber s 
Please mak e  all remitt ances to SITU by either p erso n al cheque o r, p referably, by money o rder p ay able i n  

U . S. dollars. Do not s end c ash unless  you can s e n d  U. S. doll ars ;  foreign currency p o s e s  monument al problem s 
for our local bank. 

Once agai n ,  please rem ember t h at donation s  to SITU -but not d ues- are deductible fo r income t ax p urp o se s. 

MEMBERS' FORUM 

Does anyone kno w t he wher e abouts, or in fact 
anyt hing about the American Inv e stigating Museum ? 
We c annot find this listed i n  any o f  our directori es and 
are most interested in locatin g  it if it still exists ,  
since it is reported that at l e ast one,  if  not  sever al ,  
"gi ant skeletons" were sent t here. 

O ne o f  our  members is interest ed in  learni n g  about 
the Co ando Effect; we have se arched e n cyclop aedi as 
(techni c al and general) ,  di ctionari es,  textbook s,  
and every ot her source we c ould t hink o f, to  no avail .  
Can one of our  m em bers giv e u s  a reference o n  t hi s  
that w e  can send thi s gentleman? 

As noted s om e  time ago,  member #5 2 h as b e en 
workin g on an app arent rel ation ship b etween magnetic 
storm s an d various forte an phenom ena. He report s 
that h e  h as consulted eleven sp eciali sts and h as 
been given considerabl e e ncou ragement and help_ , 
the latter in the form of letters of introductio n to 
other sp ecialists w ho should be able to assi st him. 
He has also b een asked to write an article on hi s 
prelimi n ary fi ndi ngs for the Jo urnal of t h e  American 
Society for P sychical Research. An unhappy sign o f  
t h e  state of science in thi s country i s  t h e  w arni ng 
from six of the con sultant s that he s hould " suppress 
or soft-p edal the Poltergei st: it  c an o nly d am ag e  your 
credibility" . 

Work on Charles Fort ' s  notes i s  pro gre ssi n g  mo st 
sati sfactorily an d we have a letter from Mr. P aul R. 
Rugen, Keep er of Manuscripts at  the N ew York 
P ubli c Library statin g  that "you may c ou nt on o ur 
continued efforts  to f acilitate !( the!) work in any w ay 
po ssible within the limits of our  organi zation . " M any 
of Fort' s note s  were published in  Doubt , the journ al 
of the Fort e  an Soci ety , and our m emb er finds that he 
di s agrees wi th Ti ffany Thayer' s i nterpretations  in  a 
significant number of cases. When the job i s  c ompl et­
ed ( l ast repo rt ,  so me 4000 of an e stim ated 66 , 000 
3x5 fil e  c ards had b een fini shed), at le ast a third 
p arty , if not a fou rth, will be c alled in to  a ct as 
"refere e " .  The l ast stage in t hi s  truly monum ent al  
undertaking w ill be t o  check the original s ource s 
cited by Fort to m ak e  c ertain t hat he did not 'goof'.  
It is not po s sible even to estimate t he time that will 
be required to finish t r an scribing the note s  o nto 
cards,  b ut we will k eep you inform ed on progr e s s  o n  
thi s  p roj ect. 

On a more personal b asi s,  d o e s  anyone k no w  of a 
br and of t able salt that i s  pure salt? (If you t hink 
you rs i s , yo u had b etter check t he label ;  the only 
bran d  available to us locally al so contains sodium 
sili ca aluminate and yellow pru s si ate of soda!)  And 
you should b e  c aution ed: do not use table s alt to  
m ak e  up eye wash solution if lt contains  anything 
other than goo d  old N aCl -get t he bottled USP s alt 
solution from your druggi st . 

Once again,  ple ase c all us at l east one week i n  
ad vance i f  you wis h  to visit o u r  H Q. W e  regret that 
our telephon e has been erratic d uring the p ast few 
mo nths -the t el ephone comp any has put in all new 
phones  and j ack s in the ho use and i s  currently w ork­
i n g  on t he outside cabl e w hich has t ak en a terribl e 
beating from ice storm s during t h e past t wo winters 
( and again in  l ate 1 9 7 2) .  If our t elephone rings and 
you get no answer, c all t h e  operator in Belvid ere,  
N .J . ; she will b e  abl e  to t ell you w hether it is in 
service or not -when the cabl e breaks ,  you will hear 
our telephone ringing; we won ' t. 

We long ago lost on e of our "fun pi eces" but have 
j ust now d ug up a date o n  it .  I t  app e ared in the 
P hi l adelphia Inquirer on or about th e 1 2th  October 
1966 in a oolumn entitled "The P hilad elphi a L awyer".  
We will be et ernally grateful if on e of our Philadelphi a 
members will di g thi s out for us (the Public Lib rary 
h as a file on microfilm) and s end u s  a copy. This 
p arti cular item w as known a s  the " Di shrag c ap er" .  

P APERS AVAILABLE IN XEROX FORM F ROM SITU 

SITU do e s  not sell book s ,  b ut w e  d o  have a small 
supply of the follo win g p apers and journal s  ( aside 
from b ack issues of P ursuit). We regret that d ue to 
rapidly risi ng postal costs,  we must c harge s ep arate­
ly for post age; the first and third c l ass po stage given 
appli es to t h e  U.S. , Can ada, and Mexico; the third 
figure is the t hird clas s  r ate to all other  foreign 
countries. 

"The Two Gravitatio n al  Fi elds and Gravit ational 
Wav es Pr opagation "  by John C arstoiu, $ 1 . 50 plus  
postage: 1 st cl . 24¢ ; 3rd  cl . 1 2¢ ;  foreig n  14¢ . 

"Gravitatio n  an d Electrom agneti sm-Tentative 
Synthesi s and Appli cation s "  by John Carstoiu ,  $ 1 . 50 
plus 24¢ ; 1 2¢ ;  1 4¢ .  



" An Experime nt in Dowsing" by Ivan T. Sanderson , 
$ 1. 50 plus 24¢; 1 2¢ ;  14¢.  

"The Fitzgerald Report" by Rob ert J .  Durant , 
$2. 00 plus 40¢ ; 20¢ ; 26¢ . 

"Ueb er den B au der N e ster v on Atta cep halotes L.  
und Atta Sexdens L .  ( Hym . formi cidae)"  by G erold 
Stahel and D. c. Geij skes ,  $4 . 5 0  plus 56¢ ;  28¢ ; 26¢ . 
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" Acarus Crossi" -free in U . S. wit h s tamp ed s elf­
addre ssed envelope; foreign , send reply c o upon.  

"Journal of  the  Interpl an et ary Exploration Society , 
Vol. 1 ,  No.  3 (December 196 1 ) .  Contai ns articles on 
anci ent s p ace travel , pl us Ivan T. Sanderso n ' s  
"Non-Cuvi eri an Cataclysms " .  $3 . 00 plus 48¢ ; 24¢ ; 
26¢ . 

Anyone interested in mi ni aturi zed reproductions of P ursuit -i. e.  microfiche or microfilm- s hould write to 
University Microfilms ,  300 North Zeeb Ro ad,  Ann Arbor, Michigan 48 106.  

BOOK R E VIEWS 

by M arion L. Fawcett 

J am e s  Robert Enterline. Viking Ameri ca: The � Cro ssings and Their L egacy. With an Epilogue by Thor 
Heyerdahl. Garden City , New York: Doubleday & Comp any. 197 2. $6. 95 .  

This i s  a splendid book and w holeheartedly recommended to  all forte ans ,  as it  pulls the platform o ut 
from under still another bunch of di sbelievers. It i s  subtitled "The Norse Cro ssing s and T heir L egacy".  
Would that t he two titl es c o uld have been r eversed because there never w ere any p eople called the 
"Viking s" - they w ere Norsemen, or  b etter Nordm anni , b ut they di d "go a-viking" which was roughly 
e quivalent to tho se of our p eople who w ere once admonished to "Go West ,  Young M an " .  Another s ad thi ng 
could not, of c ourse,  have been avoided due to all t hat all of us have been told -and al so all wro ng. That 
i s  the p rettily designed Norse longship on the j ack et. The Norse went raiding all around Europ e in these 
shallo w-draught,  low-freeboard, sleek,  clinker-built rowing b o at s ,  but they n ever went a-viking in them. 
For thi s t hey used the Roundboat, the deep-drau ght Nordskip; but then , of c o urse,  tho se aren't  so pretty 
or so rom antic. 

The great value of t hi s  book is t h at it i s ,  as far as I know, t he first attempt to at least mak e  a start on 
the hi story of  the Norse from the end of  t he "viking" p eriod ( circa 1 100 A.D. )  to  1500 A. D. I t  unfo rtunately 
doe s not go nearly far e nough into t hi s; but the autho r, being a rel atively young man, has to guard hi s 
rep utation. 

However, t hi s  concern i s  not a valid r e ason for his having lagged s o  far behind on another p art of hi s 
histori cal research. Thi s  i s  the opening p art, o n  the origin of the Norse. It is true enough that they co nsti­
tuted o n e  lot of emigratin g  w e st-central Asiatics,  b ut Mr. Enterline ' s  assignm ent of them to the "Germ anic 
hordes" is more t han a little su sp ect. Indeed, V autaan ( Wotan,  Wodin,  Odin) led hi s tribes to th e Baltic  
and on into Scandin avia, c irca 400 A. D . ,  whence t hey s pilled outwards again 500 year s  later,  and both 
e ast and w est; but even thi s otherwis e  app arently c areful s chol ar Mr. Enterline has, lik e almost all the 
oth ers,  overlooked the one b asic fact about th e w hole Norse affair. Thi s is the p eople who were there 
when the 'Norse' arrived. 

Mr. Enterline ' s Norse ( and everybody else ' s "Vikings " )  w ere a bunch of l andlubbers and couldn' t  even 
get acro ss the Skagerrack without the help of  t he dark-haired, narrow- headed, blue-eyed left-overs from what 
we c all Neolithic times, and who were indi genous t o  the w e st Europ e an Atl antic fringe. Their "head god" 
w as Thor -riding his reindeer ( go at) with hi s stone axe ( gavel) ;  and d oing the ship-b uilding and piloting. 
When the Norse ran out of l and in t hei r Viks ( b ay s) and w anted to go bo ating, the se anci ent Celts taught 
them ho w -an d  b oth L o ngship s and Roundboat s- and taught them ho w to sail and how to ro w. These were 
the p eopl e who b rought the Norse a-viking . H ence all the trouble in thi s ,  and e verybody el se' s books,  
about grap es, wine, Vinland,  et  al . ,  and all the i ndependent-minded non-Nor se p ilots who ' d  b een coming 
here for centuri es;  and all of w ho se n ames,  you will note ,  st art o ff with Thor. An alert, and bow,  to Mr. 
Thor Heyerdahl ! 

For all these queries ,  as I s aid at the out set of my review,  thi s  i s  a d amned goo d  book and well worth 
the $6. 9 5  charged for it  if  you are t ruly i nt ere sted in the realiti es of  history as a hobby. It at l east 
starts to fill in another slot in s aid history. 



23 

And, j u st as a c hallenge: Do you t hink the Norse got to Oklahoma up the Mis si ssippi - or s outh via the 
Great L akes? 

Ivan T.  Sanderson 

The Record: Found on the Elevator,  205 W. 57 (New York City) , 1 1  F ebruary 1969.  

Thi s r ecording has b een advertised in the  Village Voice and m ay  still b e  adverti sed therein. The " expla­
nation" which accomp anie s  it is a s  follow s:  

"The process by w hich t hi s  r e cording r eached the place where it  w as found i s  not  yet  fully understood. 
Its authenticity a s  a s o-called ' artifact' from a future tim e  is also under s erio u s  que stion. Nevert heless it i s  
currently b eing examined b y  a group o f  r esponsible investigator s  [un-named] to determine i t s  v alidity, as w ell 
as t o  clarify the me aning of its contents  and to  s uggest po ssible application s  for t he info rm ation contained 
therein. 

"Preliminary e stimates place t he time and location of its ori gin as appro ximat ely 100 to 1 25 year s  from 
the present ,  recorded somewhere in the area of northern New J ersey. 

"No attempt has b een made to edit o r  clarify the r ecording. It i s  presented here exactly as found , complete 
in its ori ginal form. *  

"[Their footnote ) * The source disc itself i s  8V2 i nche s in diam eter , made of a v ery t hin ,  rigid pl astic 
mat erial ( with no label or center hole) , and w ith  an optimal playing sp eed of appro ximately 20 revolutions per 
m inute. Thi s r eproduction h as  been m ade on a ten-inch disc at 33 1/ 3 rpm s o  as to be pl ayabl e on hom e 
phonographs. " 

We obtained a c opy and have played it for a num ber of persons,  including profe s sio n al  radio e ngi neers. 
Frankly, not one of  u s  can figure out ho w anyon e  cam e  to the conclu sion that it tak e s  place in the future , let 
alon e  at an even r emo tely specifi c d ate; and we found much of it vi rtually unintelligible. Apart from som e  
j argon -whi ch would b e  c hild' s  play for any sci ence fictio n writer- there i s  r e ally nothi ng about t h e  r ecord­
i ng that warrants sp endi ng any money on it at all. Someone i s  p resumably giggling all the w ay to the bank , 
since it is the type of thing t hat sounds as if it ought to b e  investigat ed. We co nsider it to be a ho ax and 
unless  someone comes up with much more d efinite inform atio n  on its origin propo se to forget it altogether. 

The Self-P ublishing Writer (A Quarterly Journal for Writers) ,  547 Howard street,  San Francisco , CA 94 105;  
subscription rate $7. 50 a year ,  $2 a s ingle copy. 

A number of  our m embers are authors or  would-be authors,  and t hi s  new j ournal (Vol. 1, No. 1 i s  d at ed 
October 1972) edited by Sibl ey S. Morrill may b e  of interest to them. It c ontains both g eneral article s  and 
specific  and pr acti cal 'instructions'  on th e p ro ces s  of publishing b ooks indep endently. 

Jo hn Wall ace Spencer . . Limbo QJ the L o st. 1 9 69 .  $ 1 . 9 5  plus 25¢ po stage and handling,  from Phillip s Publi sh­
ing Co . ,  P .  0. Box 14 1 ,  Westfield, M A  0 1085.  

Fo r tho se who are fanatics on th e s ubj ect of the so-called Bermuda Triangle ,  this b ook i s  an e xcell ent 
" s eed-catalogue" of e vents in that specific  area. Th e author does m ent io n  the "Devil ' s  Se a" off Japan and, 
rather oddly, adds a section on Blackbeard the P irate ( Edward Teach) and -heaven know s  why ! - in Chapter 
8 ( entitled "Possibl e  Expl anation and L atest Lo sses")  a fe ature " Do Sea Serp ents Really Exi st?  (Loch N e ss 
Monsters) - FEATURE" . What this has to do with the r e st o f  the book I do not k now,  but it' s there.  The copy 
we have i s  t he fourth printing of  the b ook and co ntains r eport s  of  d i s appearance s as l ate as 197 1 .  

Eri c Frank Russell. � World Mysteries.  N e w  York:  Roy Publishers. 1957.  

We d o  not  know whether t hi s  book i s  still in print, and it has been our practice to revi ew only new book s 
dealing w ith fortean a. However,  we will from tim e  t o  tim e  bring to yo ur attention books which should b e  
read b y  all fortean s. Eric Fr ank Rus sell i s  pro b ably best known a s  a s ci ence-fiction writer ( Wasp , etc. ) and 
is also one of t he few sci-fi writers who w ill have anything to do with forteana. Oddly enough, most sci-fi 
writers take a d im view of forteana and hav e  been known t o  fo am at the mouth at t he v ery mention of things 
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which are much less "far out" than the stori es t hey concoct. (Robert Heinl ein  i s  a definite exc eption to thi s 
' rule ' . )  In Gre at World Mysteries Mr. Ru s sell examines a number of famous cases in most pragm atic fashion 
and comes up with the o nly truly sensible s ugge stion concerning the M ary Cel este ( not the M arie C. ) that we 
h ave ever com e across.  This i s  r-eported on p age 5 o f  this  issue and will ,  w e  hope ,  stop the interminable 
ramblings abo ut that (to u s) much o ver-rated c ase. T he rest of his book i s  worth reading too. It includes both 
a bibliograp hy and an index. 

Carl Sagan and Thornton P age , Editors. UFO' s-a Scientific  Debate. Ithaca, New York: Co rnell University 
Press.  ( Scheduled for publi cation,  2 February 1973) .  $ 1 2. 50.  ( Also L ondon:  Cornell University Press.  I..5 . 65 
net) 

This is the printed transcription of the AAAS ( American Associatio n for the Advancement of Sci ence) 
Sympo sium on Unidentifi ed Flyin g  Obj ects,  held in Boston,  M as sac hu setts ,  on the 26th- 27th December,  1969,  
until no w available o nly on t ape from the AAAS. The Editors st ate that it is a " slightly compre ssed v ersion 
o f  the fifteen invited t al k s  and the discus sion that followed " ,  and it is al so indicated that some authors have 
"consider ably r evised" their p ap ers. Without c omp aring the book word for  word with the tapes  (in som e  plac e s  
difficult t o  hear b ec au se o f  ' static ' ) ,  it i s  impo ssible t o  say how m uch or what kind o f  revi sion h a s  tak en 
pl ace,  but my impres sion i s  that m o st of it h as been of t he legiti m ate kind. 

The Editors have added a comment here and t h ere,  and have p rovided both an Introductio n  and an Ad­
dendum w hich I shall deal with l at er.  The Introduction d etail s t h e  history o f  t he Sympo sium -there were tho se 
who vigoro usly oppo sed it ( even t o  the e xtent o f  writing  to t h e  Vice-Pre sident of t h e  United St ates to dem an d  
that h e  p u t  a s top t o  it ! )- and Drs. Sagan a n d  P age m ake i t  quite clear why tho se who did favour it felt that 
the AAAS should present a s  unbiased a pro gr am as po ssible o n  a subj ect of such con siderable interest to 
the public.  T hey al so s ingle out Walter Orr Rob erts ,  t hen President o f  the Association , for  his "steadfast 
co urage " ,  in concert with  others ,  in "beating down the oppo sition " .  T hey note that " We believe that organiza­
tion s like t he AAAS have a m ajor  obligation to arrange fo r confrontations [presentation of "ob serv ations and 
sam e of t he sp eculation s gen erated by a critic al  e xamination of the evidence-the t radition al  sci entific 
m ethod" ] o n  preci s ely tho se science-related s ubj ects that c atch the public eye" .  Quite n aturally, t he p apers 
pre se nted h ere v ary b oth in viewpoint and in  'literary' qu ality. L e ster Grinspoo n ' !?  p ap er ( with Alan D.  
P er sky) i s  probably the w orst,  t hough t he "funni e st "  -he i s  a p sychi atri st and apparently decided th at UFO s  
are ( wh at ever they really are) representation s  of t he hum an b reast ( s aucer- shaped) or  p hallic symbols ( "cigar­
shap ed " ); thi s  elicited g iggl e s  from the audience and a l ater aside from Carl Sag an :  "Drs. Grinspoon and 
P er sky may b e  intere sted to hear that t he vehicl'es in the UFO literature described as 'mother ships '  are the 
ones t hat are cigar-shaped ,  and I shudder tn th i n k  w hat that me an s  for their interpretation . " 

Thi s bo ok i s  refreshingly free o f  reports  of " sightings " ,  t ho ugh a few are included as examples,  and 
certainb deserves a pl ace in any library, personal or public ,  that m ak e s  any pretense of containing a w ell­
rounded s election of b oo k s  on ufology. 

As for t h e  Addendum m ention ed previously : Thi s first reports briefly on som e  of the more pertinent 
que sti o n s  a sked the p an el at the Sympo sium, and t h en pri nt s  a l etter signed by Thornton P age o n  behalf of 
t welve of t he particip ants and addressed t o  the Secretary of t he Air Force. The l etter was written becau s e  
there were rumours th at t h e  Air Fo rce would n o t  p reserve t h e  file s  k ept b y  Proj ect Blu e  Book. T h e  an swer 
they received w as an undated , unsigned form letter from th e Secretary ' s  o ffice,  w hi ch simply reported that 
Blue Book had been clo sed and it s files tran sferred to t h e  Air Force Archives. Thornto n P age telephoned the 
Secretary ' s  o ffi ce and received a letter ( signed this time ,  and d at ed the 13 J an 1970) stating th at "bo na fide 
researchers and news media r epre sentatives w ill b e  granted access to the records upon appli cation t o  HQ 
USAF ( SAFOI) ,  Th e P entagon ,  Washington,  D . C. 20 330. " L ater in 1970 , t he late J ame s  McDo n ald, after som e  
difficulty , w as able to s e e  some PBB files at M axwell Air Forc e B ase , but only tho se he specific ally ask ed 
for in advan ce -and he h ad t o  wait for copies to be m ade in whi ch all n ame s were deleted; as not ed , " sc arce­
ly conv eni ent for any serious s tudy. , 

There is an index , and it i s  quite goo d. 
If your lo cal book store d oe s  not h ave copies,  you may o rder dire ctly from the Cornell University Press,  

1 24 Roberts Place ,  Ithaca, NY 14850;  or 2/ 4 Brook St. ,  Lo ndo n  W1 Y 1 AA, England. 

Dr. John R. N api er' s book entitled Bigfoot, The Yeti and Sasquatch U! Myth and Re ality h as been publi sh­
ed by Jonathan Cape of London (L2.95)  and is s cheduled for publication by E. P. Dutto n & Co. of New York 
in M arc h  1973. 
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