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Dr. Lynnt 
Kitti, 
dtscribts a 
UFOaptri- . 
ence $he had · 
in 1997 to a 
galuryof 
Marly 70 . 
ptoplt at 
DuVal 
Auditorium 
in UMClast 
night, Kitti 
has rtltastd 
a book mti­
tltd "The 
Phomix -
Lights," _in 
which sht 
invtstigates 
the possi'bili­
ty ofintelli­
genttxtra­
terrestrial 
life. 
WILL SEBERGER 

/ Arizona Daily 
Wildcat 

Aliens exist, say researcher$, 
·abducted audience members 

By Sarah Stanton 
CoNriUBllnNG'WRITER 

controversilil." 
· Dr. Lynne Kitei, a cardiologist 
from Phoenix, recounted her 

·numerous UFO sightings and 
Alieri abductees and universi- · shOwed the audience a doeuinen- . 

· ty professors. who s~ .in · tary featuring her home video .of 
. extraterrestrial research gathered . the phenomena, titled "The 

last night at University Medical Phoenix Ughts." · 
Center to share their out-of-this- . Kitei had her first UFO sight-
world experiences.· . ing in 1995. She was taki!lg a bath 

UA profesSor Gary Schwartz · when her husband started · 
emceed a free lecture titled screaming to her from their bed­
"Evidence ·for Extraterrestrial room to come see the unusual 
Life?" lights that were "hovering" out-

More than SOpeople attended · side the window. 
the event,. which featured two Kitei described the lights as 
documentaries and a question- "three anlber orbs, each about 3 to 
and-answer session · with two . 6 feet in diameter, about 50 to 75 
doctors who believe that extrater- feet above us, hovering in a trian-
restrial life exists in some form. gular formation." 

Schwartz, the· director of the She took video and still photos 

.1997, Kit~ said a mass UFO sight­
. ing occurred in Phoenix . and 
throughout Arizona, ur to 10,000 
people saw the orbs o light that 
I<itei described as they waited to 

·see the Hale-Bopp comet. 
Panic ensued as people called 

the police departments and . fire 
departments. No one knew what . 
caused the unusual lights that 
some described as being attached 
to some s<>rt of ship that was said 
to be more . than a mile long, she 
said. 

Kitei called Luke Air Force 
base and could not obtain any 
information. She contacted the 
Phoenix Sky Harbor airport, 
where one air traffic .controller 
and one conu1l.ercial pilot report­
ed seeing the lights. Nothing 
showed up on the radar. UA's Human Energy Systems of -the lights as they 1dimmed 

~b, said, "Qui Jab works in con- · avxay." 
trover.slal _ areas, but the. topic Two years later, on March 13, .. 

. tonigh~ is . extremely 

· The mystery went unsolved 

sainpies were ~~ and he was forced to 
· · · · · mate with an alien female. · 

POST, Denver, CO - March 22, 2004 CR: P. Noon1;1n . .. 
. unti12000, when the Nati.orull Guard staged A woman claimed to have mothered 
an air show to prove to the public that an Air hybrid alien-human children . . . 
Force maneuyer waS behind the mysterious Skeptitism of-these phenomena is wide­
"Phoenix lights." They flew planes with spread. ·. Harvard conducted a 14-month 
flares attached ~o them over the city to "re- investigation into Mack's research, con-Colo. researcher 

felt truth out there 
in hunt for UFOs 
By Brittany Anas 
Special to The Denver Post 

From the beginning, Roy P. Craig was 
in a different world. 

Craig left the family dairy farm on the 
Florida Mesa south of Durango as a 
young man to study physical science. Lat­
er, he became part of the country's larg­
est flying-saucer study. 

The lover of unidentified flying objects 
and a leading researcher into their exist­
ence died Thursday at his La Boca 
Ranch, south of Ignacio, after struggling 
with cancer. Craig was 79. 

"He had a belief that there definitely 
had to be other life in the universe," said 
Philip Craig, his nephew. "He believed 
there had to be because of the size · and 
vastness of the universe. But he just 
couldn't verify the evidence that UFOs 
had visited here." 

As a science professor at the Universi­
ty of Colorado at Boulder, Roy Craig 
was selected to serve as the chief . field 

investigator of The Colorado Project, a fed­
erally funded scientific investigation into 
the existence of unidentified flying objects. 

The investigation in the late 1960s was led 
by physicist Edward Condon, and the results 
of its findings later became known as the 
Condon Report. 

A team of mote than 30 investigators, in­
cluding university professors, psychologists 
and scientists from private laboratories, 
looked into thousands of UFO reports and 
interviewed witnesses. 

Although none of the pieces of evidence or 
personal accounts that the team colle~ted 
were backed scientifically, Craig kept his 
mind open, relatives said. 

"As a scientist, he left it open to the minds 
of other people to determine their exist­
ence,• said Gayle Voss Button, a niece of 
Roy Craig. · 

Following his work on the Condon project, 
Craig wrote a book about his role in the in­
vestigation, "UFOs: An Insider's View of the 
Official Quest for Evidence." 

Voss Button said that her uncle also wrote 
and recorded a playful, snappy jingle about 
UFOs that he liked to perform for "anybody 
that would listen." 

"The UFO " as . it was titled, featured 
whooshes · a~d ping sounds in the back-
ground, she said. . . 

Voss Button said that a friend of her uncle 
would often sing the ditty while Craig 
played the dulcimer in the background. 

A sample of the song's verse includes: 
"A sailing o'er Kentucky I I pause and 

spurt along./ I'm filled with gay malarkey I 
As I sing the UFO song./ Beep beep beep 
beep beep (many more beeps follow) ." 

Craig donated boxes of field evidence and 
his findings to Texas A&M University in Sep­
t~~ber, accorcUn~ to The Associated Press. 

enact" the event. ·. cemed that he was connect-
But the people who had / / ing Harvard with a s1,1bject 

witnessed the real PhOenix '- '- controversial, according to 
lights, including Kitei, were .. I J·ust wanted •. Mack's documentary. 
still skeptical. · But they did not take · 

.Kitei contacted Schwartz, to say that I am any actiOI) against Mack 
who was reluctant to take on an aod uctee, and ultima~y allowed him 
the subject. . . and the . to Continue his research. . 

"To tell you the ~th, I . There are also ·'many 
didn't really want to see her," experience has people who · believe these 
he said. a1 b h al Wh But SchWartz found ways een . p eno~~ are re , en 

. · · ti d Kitei asked how many peo-
Kitei's evidence very con- post ve an . ple in the audience were 
vincing and said that she was exciting for me; "believers," almost all of. 
"alarmingly sane." . - self~proclaimed alien .the people raised their 

"I could . not give up my hands~ 
intellectual integrity," he abductee who attented One woman in the audi-
said. · -last nigl:zt's.lecture ence claimed to be an alien 

Schwartz went on to write ei\ ~ abductee herself. 
the foreword to Kitei's h9ok. / / "Hust wanted to say that 

Kitei also told the audi- I ani. an abductee, and the 
ence that she had a near- al bee · · d 
death-experience as <r: child, has also had ex~rience has . ways n . pos1tive an 

exciting for me," she said. . . 
out-pf-body experiences and believes she is Kitei said it is probable that intelligent 
telepathic. . · · · . extraterrestrial life exists. · · 

The evening got more O\lt-of-this-world "Qui solar system is relatively young. 
as Dr. John Ma~ a professor of psychiatry •· There may be beings . that are billions of 
at Harvard University, took the stage with years more advanced than we are. We may 
his documentary titled "Touched," which be looking for FM on the AM dial," she said. 
chronicles his research on alien abductions. Schwartz said we as a culture need to 
. Mack, who conducted extensive clinical . stop denying reliable data on controversial 

analysis of supposed abductees, said he did subjects. . . . · · 
·n()t fuld any psychological disturb. ances that "Shakespeare said, 'To be or not to .be; 
. co.uld account for their behavior. · that is the question.' But for us,it's, 'To see or 

Orie man said he was abducted by aliens not to see; that is the question/' he said. 
and taken into the~ spacecraft, where ~penn 

Special to The Denver Post L-------------------------------
Roy Craig;s identification card from his 
work with the UFO investigation team led 
by physicist Edward Condon. 

At the time, he told the Durango Herald 
that reports of UFOs have changed popular 
culture. "It's got people out of the rut of 
thinking the whole universe was created for 
man," Crai~ said. 

Philip Craig described his uncle as worl~­
ly and remembers looking forw~rd to h1s 
visits. . 

"He was the only one that left the da1ry 
farm" Philip Craig said. "He would always 
bring back science projects for us to do and 
take us on recreational trips. He showed us 
how to enjoy life." 

When Roy Craig returned to the Durango 
area from Boulder, he moved to a 186-acr_e 
ranch that had a river running through 1t 
and was a former Indian trading post. 

Voss Button said that hel'uncle loved 11~­
mas and left behind more than 60 on his 
ranch. She said he also had two peacocks 
that he enjoyed. 

Roy Craig earned a doctorate in physical 
chemistry from Iowa State University and · 
later taught physical science at CU-Boulder. 
He also worked for the Rocky Flats nuclear 
weapons plant northwest of Denver. 

There will be a memorial service April 25 
at La Boca Ranch. 

· .. ··:. 



POST, Washington, DC. Feb. 1 ~ 200A CR: T. Good [More complete version of the article used In March UFONS] 

Ike and the Alien Ambassadors 
The Whole Tooth About the President's Extraterrestrial Encounter 

By PETER URLSON 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Fifty years ago tomorrow--<>n Feb. 
20, 1954-President Dwight 
Eisenhower interrupted his vacation 
in Palm Springs, Calif., to make a 
secret nocturnal trip to a nearby Air 
Force base to meet two 
extraterrestrial aliens. 

Or maybe not. Maybe Ike just went 
to the dentist. 'There's some dispute 
about this. 

adv: .need by Michael Salla, a former 
American University professor who 
now runs the Peace Ambassador 
Program at AU's Center for Global 
Peace. 

The Ike-went-to-the-dentist theory 
is advanced by the folks at the Dwight 
D. Eisenhower Library in Abilene, 
Kan. And by James M. Mixson, a 
dentist, professor of dentistry and 
historian of presidential dental work. 

"Pres. Eisenhower died tonight of a 
heart attack in Palm Springs." 

Two minutes later, the AP retracted 
that bulletin and reported that Ike was 
still alive. 

Indeed, Ike was alive. And he 
continued living until1969. But in the 
decades since his death, his activities 
on the night of Feb. 20, 1954, have 
become fodder for strange theories 
about alien beings. 

Some facts are beyond dispute: 

The Ike-met-with-ETs theory is 

Just to make things more 
intriguing: On the night in question, 
the Associated Press reported this: PHOTO Ill liS IRA liON UY llfl WA~IIIN<;ION I"U'.I 

Eisenhower was on a golf vacation in Palm 
Springs on Feb. 20, 1954. After dinner that night, 
he made an unscheduled departure from the 
Smoking Tree Ranch, where he was staying. The 
next morning, he attended a church service in Los 
Angeles. Also that morning, his spOkesman an­
nounced to the press that Ike had visited a dentist 
the previous night because he'd chipped a tooth 
while eating a chicken wing at dinner. 

Salla, who has a PhD in government from the 
University of Queensland in his native Australia, 
doesn't believe it. He figures the dentist trip is just 
a cover story. He believes Ike went to Edwards Air 
Force Base, where he met with two ETs with 
white hair, pale blue eyes and colorless lips. 

These aliens-nicknamed "Nordics" in UFO 
circles because they resemble Scandinavian hu­
mans-traveled to Edwards from another soiar 
system in a fl~g saucer and, Salla says, they 
spoke to Eisenhower. 

"There was telepathic conununication," says 
Salla, 45, as he sits in his suburban Falls Church 
living room. "It's as though you're hearing a per­
son but they're not speaking." 

lne "Nordics" offered to share their superior 
technology and their spiritual wisdom with Ike if 
he would agree to eliminate America's nuclear 
weapons. 

'"They were afraid we might blow up some of 
our nuclear technology," Salla say5, "and appar­
ently that does something to time and space and it 
impacts on extraterrestrial races on other plan­
ets." 

Ike declined the ETs' offer, Salla says, because 
he did not want to give up the nukes. 

Sometime later in 1954, Ike reached a deal with 
another race of extraterrestrials, known as the 
"Greys" -allowing them to capture earthling cat­
tle and humans for medical experiments, provided 
that they returned the humans safely home. Since 
then, Salla says, the "Greys" have kidnapped "mil­
lions" of humans. 

Salla, author of 'The Hero's Journey Toward a 
Second American Century," published his ET the­
ories in his new book, "Exopolitics: Political Impli­
cations of the Extraterrestrial Presence" and in an 
article on his "Exopolitics" Web site (www. 
e.xopolitics.org). 

For much of the '90s, Salla studied conflict reso­
lution and tried unsuccessfully to apply that 
knowledge to prevent war in East Ttmor and the 
Balkans, he says. Frustrated, he began looking for 
an extraterrestrial connection to human misery 
and, he says, he found evidence of ET visita­
tions-including the Ike encounter-on the Inter· 
net. 

"There's a lot of stuff on the Internet," he says, 

Michael Salla's new book advances his 
theory that, in 1954, President 
Eisenhower met secretly with 
extraterrestrial ambassadors. 

"and I just went around and pieced it together." 
Meanwhile, he taught at the School oi In­

ternational Service at American University. In 
2003 he founded the university's Peace Ambassa­
dor Program, described on the AU Web site as a 
"summer program that combines study, med­
itative practices, and prayer ceremonies at seleet­
ed Washington DC sites aimed at promoting indi­
vidual self-empowerment and Divine Governance 
in Washington DC." 

Salla stresses that his ET research is not con­
nected with his work at AU's Center for Global 
Peace. The folks at the Center for Global Peace are 
also quite eager to stress that fact. 

'The research that Michael Salla is doing is not 
research that he .is conducting on behalf of the cen· 
ter or in collaboration with the center," says Betty 
Sitka, associate director of the Center for Global 
Peace. 'This is his own personal research." 

Meanwhile, the question remains: Did Ike real­
ly meet with ETs 50 years ago? 

"Not to our knowledge," says Jim Leyerzapf, an 
archivist at the Eisenhower Library. 'There's 
nothing in the archives that indicates that." . 

Then Leyerzapf bursts out laughing. 
He-'has heard thls theory before. 'We've had so 

mimy tequests on that subject that we have a per­
son who specializes in this." 

That person is archivist Herb Pankratz. 
"He specialized in transportation," Leyerzapf 

says, "and we decided to add UFOs to that. He 
does trains, planes, automobiles-and flying sau­
cers." · 

The library fielded dozens of questions about 
the alleged Ike-ET meeting in the late '80s and ear­
ly '90s, when several UFO books advanced the the­
ory, Pankratz says. 

"It's interesting how these stories have 
changed," Pankratz noted in an e-mail. "Initially, 

the accounts claimed the President made a 
secret trip to Edwards Air Force Base to 
view the remains of aliens who had 
crashed at RosweU, N.M., in 1947. Later 

·stories then claimed he had actually visited 
with live aliens." 

Pankratz doesn't buy either theory. He 
believes the dentist story, and he 
cites James Mixson, the dental his· 
torian and profeSsor at the Uni­
versity of Missouri-Kansas City 
School of Dentistry. Mixson's arti­
cle "A History of Dwight D. Eisen­
hower's Oral Healtl1" -published in 
the November 1995 issue of the Bul­
letin of the History.of Dentistry-is 
the definitive work on Ike's teeth. 

Citing the U.S. surgeon general's 
records on Ike's medical and dental 
history, ojJened to researchers in 
1991, Mixson reported that on the 

fateful night of Feb. 20, 1954, Ike chipped the por­
celain cap of his "upper left central incisor" and it 
was repaired by Dr. Francis A. Purcell. 

Alas, Purcell is unavailable for comment. He 
died in 1974, according to Pankratz. 

""The lack of a dental record from Purcell's of· 
fice," Mixson wrote, "has helped fuel belief in this 
UFO encounter." 

But, Mixson quickly added, "the President had 
well-documented difficulties with this crown." 

Indeed, the crown, which was installed in July 
1952, was chipped and repaired in December 
1952, the February in question, and again in July 
1954, when the president's dentist, Col. James M. 
Fairchild, replaced it with a "thin cast gold/ 
platinum thimble crown." 

· That may be more than you wanted to know 
about Ike's dental work. If not, Mixson goes on at 
some length, quoting a long, lyrical passage writ­
ten by Fairchild on this troublesome presidential 
incisor. 

Meanwhile, there's another perplexing ques­
tion: Why did the AP report that Ike died that 
night? 

"Somebody was fooling around and it went 
out," Pankratz says. "It wasn't supposed to go out 
but it did." 

Ike never made any public statement about 
meeting ETs, Pankratz says. But did he perhaps 
spill the beans to his family? Ike's son, John S.D. 
Eisenhower, is a retired Army brigadier general 
and author of several books on history, including­
"General Ike: A Personal Reminiscence." 

Asked via e-mail if his father had ever men­
tioned meeting with aliens, Eisenhower respond­
ed with a short but emphatic reply: 

"No." 
He declined to comment further. 
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WALl( ONlY 
Wbatif 

extraterrestrial 
beings regu/arfy 

visited our planet? 
Would that 

explain tales of 
. foiries and ghouls? 

BOHEMIAN, Santa Rosa, CA - Feb. 12, 2004 

Alien Lovers 
Documentary· explores . bum.an ·side of meetings from peyond 
By GRETCHEN GILES 

K 
arin, an attractive woman in her late 
20s with short-cropped hair and a 
quick smile, is fairly certain that her 
first experience with extraterrestrial 
beings came when she was just two 
and a hal£ Playing with a new 

gumball machine in a dry creek bed outside of 
her Florida home, Karin remembers a small 
being with large, black eyes coming out from 
behind a tree. He asked her to accompany him; 
she did. She remembers that they entered ap 
"egg-shaped" vehicle. · 

The being introduced her to a boy slightly 
older than she and asked if she would share her 
gumball machine with him. She did. The next 
thing she knew, she was "mid-frame, running 
towards the house." She and her mother hunted 
all around the creek bed for that gum ball 
machine. They never found it, though over 
20 years later, Karin found the young boy whom 
she believes was in me egg-shaped vehicle with . 
her, now a man living in his native Scotland. 

A3 an adult, Karin. has frequently been 
awakened by an intense feeling of electric 
current.couningthrough her slim frame. She's . 
seen an eerie blue light, an urmatural screaming 

hue, repeatedly illuminate her bedroom . 
windows. She's been aroused froni deep slumber 
only to fmd herself completely unable to move. 
She is certain that her ovaries have been pierced, 
eggs removed. She believes that she's met her 
half.alien children, small "young beings" who are 
also tinged an-uncanny blue. She cries as she says 
this. She appears to be perfectly sane. 

Karin is one of the estimated hundreds of 
thousands of people who claim to have 
experienced alien abduction.; A3 featured in 
filmmaker Laurel Chiten's latest do.cumentary, 

. Touched, Karin is iust one of a handful willing to 
· · •. tell her story. Startled by such. remarkable tales, . 

most of us tend to scoff at them. When a Harvard 
professor of psychiatry gravely researches them 
as being true, opinions s<lnietimes change. 

Dr. John E. Mack is one such psychiatrist. 
The Pulitzer Prize-:winning author of a 
biography on T. E. Lawrence; Mack has devoted 
the last decade to working with subjectS who 

. believe that they have been abducted, writing 
about them (reSulting in at least two nonfiction 
works, Abduction and Passport to the Cosmos) and 
defend,ing himself for his research against 
colleagues at Harvard, who launched a two-year 
investigation of his work before finally 
exonerating him as worthy of his tenure. 

Mack invited Chiten, whose work he was 
. fanilliar with from her earlier documentaries 
(Twitch and Shout; about Touret:te's syndrome; 
and The Je'w in the Lotus, an autobiographical 
. study), to make a film abourhis patients and 
their experiences. She resisted until he dangled . 
a free meal. Arriving for a dinner in honor of 
Mack's clients, many of whom spoke at eloquent 
length of their experiences, Chiten became 
struck by the simple force of each person's 
humanity. These weren't raving lunatics, bu~ 
rather ordinary people whose lives had 
unwillingly, it seems, been irrevocably changed~ 

"I was abducted by John Mack," she laughs 
by cellphone, caught having a Saturday morning 
breakfast at a cafe near her Boston home. "I 
basically kicked and screamed apd dragged my 
heels in. But there's ~mething about John that's. 
so completely endearing; he's so naive. He does 
this work and publicizes it, and then doesn't 
.understand what the big brouhaha is. He's 
actually quite fascinating to listen to." . 
. Those interested can listen to Mack on 
SatUrday, Feb.~~. when he and Chiten appear at 
the Sonoma Fijm Institute's screening of Touched 
(Chiten also appears on Sunday, Feb. 22). 

Touched focuses primarily on Karin and 
another alleged :abductee named Peter, 

ALIENATED 
Harvard professor of psychiatry Dr. John e. Mack endured a two-year faculty investigation of his 

· · resea_rcb on alleged visitatiqns by aliens. He was subsequ.ently cleared by the university. 

J' ~ 

who b~lieves that he was used as a sperm 
resource while in his 20s for alien half.breed 
production. Peter, a handsome man who 
trainS as an acupuncturiSt during the course 
of the film, is married to the long-suffering 
Jamy, a therapist. 

We hear tapes of Peter's regression 
therapy with Mack, in which he reports 
feeling that the alien with whom he believes 
he has repeatedly mated is his real wife, his 
real soul partner in life. For her part,Jamy 
tries to see Peter's experiences as authentic, as 
possibly springing from an episode of 
childhood aouse, or as a spiritual quest. She 
strives not to write her husband of I7 years off 
as·a nut case, though the strain certainly shows. 

Remaining skeptical, Chiten tiained her 
lens on the human.aspect of this underground 
drama. "I am someone who is completely 
outside the experience," she says."Jamy is me; 
she's the audience. I think that the major 
thing that I wanted people to walk away . 
from the film with is that it is purposefully 
ambivalent (about the subject of alien 
visitation), because I am. I'm agnostic about 
it..It's real; it's not real. I believe them; I don't 
believe them. You're ne\rer quite sure. But it's 
not really just about alien abduction per se; 
it's about the human drama, what happens 
when something comes into your life." 

Given that both Karin and Peter are 
attractive, outgoing people, one begins to 
wonder if theyve sought publicity in order to 
somehow enlarge themselves. Chiten disagrees. 
"A lot of people will think that th~ people are 
trying to get attention. Peter was very hesitant 
to be in the film. Having these experiences is 
m\urnatic enough, but bow the media has 
treati:d hlm is much more traumad.c. He's been 
so misinterpreted by the media so many times. 
My feeling is that he was being very courageous 
by coming forward. Most people are shy 
about it; they don't want people to know." 

Perhaps most brilliantly, Chiten 
interviews thirtkers outside of Mack's field, 
speaking to the Vatican's own demonologist 
and to a myth and folklore expert whose 
spe_c!fic discipline is daimcinology. Speaki?g · . 
in Italian through an mterpreter, the Vatican 
priest reveals tha~ the Catholic Church is 
h6m.Hy ready tc ;:mbrace the idea of alien 

, visitation. Explaining that the fallible art of 
· human narrative foims the basis of our shared 
history and certainly of the Christ tale itself, 

i the elderly priest leans. forward in his chair 
: and says, "Who are, we to believe that we are 
the only life in the universe? It's stupid," his . 
voice trailing the tranSlator: "stupil;lo." 

A3 Mack patiently explains earlierin 
Touched, Westerners have the only culture in 
the world that doesn't readily accept the duality 
of an alternative existence to the human one. 
"The alien-encounter experience seems almost 
like an outreach program from the cosmos to 
the spiritually impaired; he riurvels. 
· Ghosts, goblins, fairies; ghouls, gargoyles, 
brownies; little people; giants, elves- what if, 
the daimonologist posits, the parallel world 
of traditional Western legend in fact painted 
·a rich and vibrant ancient history of · 
interaction between ourselves and beings 
from beyond? 

· "A3 -much as I lov~to think that there are 
such things aS angels· ;md gods,-I don't want 

. to think that there's something in this world 
that Can hurt people," Chiten says. "It makes 
me feel out of control. But in the four to five 
years fve been working with this subject 
matter, no one has been made any sense to 
me-except the daimonologist. · · 

"There might be r6o people who have a 
psychological explanation; there might be 12 
people who have a neurological explanation; 
there might be hundreds of people who have 
sleep paralysis-but that still," she says, her 
voice rising slightly, "doesn't explain all the 
rest of the people who have experienced this." 

'Touched' screens at the Sonoma Film Institute on 
Saturday, Feb. 21, at 7Pm at Darwin Hall, ~ I~. 
Both Laurel Chiten and Dr. John Mack. Will be m 
attendance. A second screening is .offered Sunday, 
Feb. ;u, at 4pm in Warren Auditorium, Ives Hall, 
with filmmaker Chi ten in attendance. SFI, 
Sonoma State University, 1801 E. Cotati Ave., . 
Robnert Park.. $3-$4-50. 707-664-2606"' ' · 
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I Roswell outerliinitsfor UFO fans 
... 

ci dcies it look .like? 

5 Alien ·lore beams into 
~ fabric of tourism in 
~ New Mexieo:town 

No; -I haven't beeii there. They . 
· say its . jUst open prairie. I don't . 

.r know ·if you can see supp(>sed 
(UFQ) .ski.d marks. We just take 

..; .... -·-----· 
-. BY joim··BoRDs:EN 

'Ihlvel Editor 

· toUristS otit tbere,-shaw them the 
Iar_o{theland: Tell the story. 

o~sdrne~:of Arn~ricaseem 
prone-~9 r.JtO:~rts- 1s ROswell . 
like that?. . . . ' : : . . 

Ruth Anri Speth was born in · 
CJ Roswell, N.M., and has lived most ) · 
Z of her 61 -Years there. Her family . 
of owns and opetates Cobeari Sta-

-
~ tionety. Ro~ell, · of course, . is 

where space aliens . all~gedly , 

.:; : We haW peOple Who come d\11"" . 
ing qie.·f~ period and set up 

· near the airbase- With little 'vans 
: aild . that. stWr for sitiilg at · night. . 

And :they're , saying they see . 

5 =~!a~~~~~~ 
~--·· 

-0~ ~s theiocalreaciion? . 
. ·Most of us wouid. have to see it 
to bell~ -iL~y(hlom, lcnew al~ 
most an·thepeople who'were in-

ri The town and that incident have 
w turned up in countless sci-fi mov.: · · 
~ ie$ and TV shows since. 

. volved iii this in the '40s. And like · 
she 5ays, .they Were truihrui pea:. 
ple..TJJafsnot s3yiilgShe believes 
or doesn't believe, bUt she khoW5 ' 
pe<>PteinVol~ then wouldn't lie. 

w 
U) 
m 
0 

Q. The big thing in Roswell is the 
annUal UFO event, right? 

Yes. The VFO Festival is held 
around the Fourth of July, usually 
on · a weekend. They have a pa­
rade ,where people dress as aliens 
or anything else having to do with 
outer space or the American 
space program or whatever. They 
have competitions for. best cos­
tumes. And there's kind of a street 
fair with booths that sell T -shirts 
and other things having to do 
with aliens and all that. 

G. NOEL GROSS - OAUAS MORNING NEWS PliOlO 
Youngsters steer remote-control ships around an lnt~rstellar clreult 
·made of painted plywood In Roswell, N.M. 

and dry. It ean get up t~rio but that's .. what-n~t shop~Th1ngs ~,that. ' 
not normal; usually, ifs between 95 

Q. How big is the UFO connec- and 100. · Q_~ wdsn•t the~ ci military ba.Se 
tion for totuism? We're 200 miles frOm Albuquer- · nearby that figured into the 

Right noW, extreinely. It has · ·. que, Sarita Fe.~. -anything; We're . ori · whole spcice aliens thing? We- . 
brought in so many people.· Be- · the way to pJ.aceg like carlsbad Can- ren't there restricted areas .. 
fore then, we dich?.'t get a lot of Vis- .. ydns or RudioSo, and that's about it. where the public couldn't go? . : 
itors..We have arililitary academy Before the festival, .. even lOcals there W3s a base in the . 
that brings a lot of people. And we. welen't that jn\;QJ.Ved . in. the UFO l940s. It closed dmvn about 2S 
haVe sUch goOd weather that it is a thing. It was s0 marty }'ears ago; We or 30 year5 ago. . . . 
popular place for retirees. ' kind of forgot about it llD::til ~y. There's no area novi . wher¢ 

yOU can't go._ Throughd-.it '¢e 
year- ~y duriDg the· 
UFO . festival - you can take . 
tours out t() the crash site. . 

. Q. Fcit weather, what's.the best .:. 0~ And ~ow you h;,e plcices sei~ing 
time to go to Roswell? · . OUter SPflce Biugers? · · · 
· .Ifs not that bad in winter .:.. in · · . Severtll p~aces · in ,,town , · have 

the 60s and 70s and not much 'Changed th~b; nameS. There's a res­
snow. We get snow maybe on~ tauiant '. Called Crash' Site. .Alien 
or. twice a year. Sununer ~ Wami Zone · is a 'toUrist-type- curio and 

Q. The site of the alleged crash . 
-have you been ·therer What 

Q. What's the consensus of those 
who were involved? · 
. Most of them are dead. Some 
ale· still around .:.. like the morti­
cian called to the airbase to bring 
caskets· for the. little peOple. He's 
still saying much of it was true. 
Now they're tl'ying to debunk 
him. It goes back and forth. . 

But all those :who are aliv,e and 
are still around here say there was 

. definitely "something" there The 
government is cleflliitely trying to 

. explain the ~ird things away. 

! Bdok ori UFOs shows mispl~ced energy 
N · .. Have you e\'er seen a flying saucer? . merely specUiS,tes. as. to why sbme people 
..0 lfthe ~er is rio, you're not exactly' in wande~ aro\mq ~ mountains in the 
G) a minoricy, but there .are more.than a few middleofaSaturdaynightmightlosetrack 
u.. ofyourneigl!Pors who will swear they have~- Dave Balcom . oftime. There are so~e or us who have wari~ 
' . : ·Roy· Titniil' of ·PendletOn' w];Oie a book dered around in the woods OJ;l a Saturday 

0:: called "Saucers, ETS, ·Abductions and· Publishe. r night with another,.just iJs,plausible expla-
0 More'1:back in 2001, and today is promoting natioil, but; hey, Ws Timmjs pock · . . . . 
c his be>Qk, his Web site and his beliefs with What's really fun ii:l the book, however, is 
o . e~elistie, ·zeal. He was in ~e new pub- the little vignettes oflife in Eastern Oregon 
Q) lisher's face before the new publisher even as ~een through the uneducated but intel-
;; kriew where all the bathrooms W.ere, · . · B~ wouldn't It be great to ligent eye of an un~ed but ded~cated 
i ._·. ·ne'vianted tO be sure the new publisher . kn. ow'· . ·tha· t hum· an .. s are· not. . . . joumal.writer, . · ... · . ·: · 
a. knew about his group that meets monthly . . Mr:Timm-which is how he quotes him-
z at a local testaurantand he wanted the new· • ·. alone i,n the unlvtuse? But:. to · .. ·.. . self when he can't fmd someone else to saY 
< publisher to attend one of those meetings. . . what he feels needS saying in the book.;._ 
z Which the new publisher ~d; bdt on the sec- . buy Into Tlmm's· game,· you have . goes off on the neatest tangents in attempt-
0 ondWedn~day in February, the group was · to believe that thousandS of · . ingto bW!d up thecredibtlitY ofhis sources 
c, ~n<>·show, . . . who, he claims~ ate telling oftheir UFO ex-
w : ·. Timm oft'~rs as proof of his · beliefs un- government .workers In periences for the very first time. . . 
~ bearable .tape recordings ofawoman he . hundreds ofg_ ovemments on the . : - .. Butthei.ilsightsheoft'ersintothecareers 

.claims is from another planet and another, · · and·Iives of working people, fanners and 
t; UJ)J.dentitred1Xlanjjn,a three-way, rambling .. . globe have agreed to maintain .• . lumbermen, American Indians and others 
< conversation without point, foe~ or, seem- . universal denial ·of what would ' .. .is jUSt simply good stuff. 
w -~r~~ en~.You would think ~eQP}db>Jn. · · ' · · If he paQ. dedicated himself to painting 

. "ower~al~w~tdd bEt moretm.teresttng: · -be the greatest story since ·:. '· · '' · · thqs~· wflrd Pi~s _of what :be ku.ow an.d 

. One classiC :seCtion · 9f. thq; tape: The Jesu_s Ch.rlst ·walked among us. · ·- clearlY tinde~ds · instea,d of thistother 
woman, who used to live in Ohiq,.complains . . stuff, we might be.celebrating.his work 

. that: sh.e has b~en diagnosed as a schizo- , · . · . If your mind is opeJ;l at all, you have to at 
'phi'enie 56 nobody believes her stories of __.:... -~----_:.. __ -,--;-___ _:.._ least hope there ' is sentient life on other 
anotherworld.~hepointsoutthatherhome 'to storie~ ofUFOs, c~ttle mutilationS and . planets.Beca\Jsetheylive'inanothercoun-
world is in conflict, and it has SPilled over abductions. . . . ·. . cy;·so to SPeak, they might not necessarily be 
to Earth: She tells us that a race of lizard- technologicallY advanced compared to us, 
like beings, reptoids, has vowed that if the It would be too simple to write all this off ·But wouldn't it be greatto:knowtbat ;humans 
leaders of Earth finally acknowledge the to an overzealous iinagination, . ' ate not alone in the universe? . ' 
presence ofher and her scaly-skinned ad- . . Wheri you go to the Web site you find the · ·But to' buy into Timin's game, you have to 
versaries, the lizards will go back to her photOs are all-too blurry or weak to be de- believe that tho~an<;ls of government work­
home planet; kill everyone there, then come finitive, but the pitch t6 buy Timril's book is ers iil hundreds of go"Vet:ntnents on the globe 
back to Earth and kill everyone here. very clear, But it would be too easy to write .:have agreed tO maintaiininiversal denial of 

Timm c~ b~ heard then saying, with de- . this all oft' as a scam, too, . . what would be the greatest story since J e-
votion, ~at we must simply persevere until So what is it? · su5 Christ walked amongus. . . 
ourpoliticalleadersacknowlectgethepres- . Onepossibleopini.onisthatitrepresents Nope, can't go there, Mr. Timm. People 
ence of UFOs; extrateiTestrial:beings and migplaced energy. , . . . talk..They always do. Ifyo~needproof, look 
Big Foot Hmmm.l$. anybody listening? . 'llmm's book is a ftui read Not the part at your own work If .you give them an au­
. As additional proof, Timmsubmits taped about alien· abductions, Which, by the way, dience, people will actuailytellyou they SaW 
Segments o~a_£§1l:i.Q radio talk: Show devoted . ~e book does not document Instead it . a flying saucer, -
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. 16TH ANNuAL UFO CONFERENCE · . 

They're certain that we 're not alone 
Story and photos 
by Kathryn Lucarlello 
CCN staff writer 

Why do they keep coming back year . 
after year to the UFO Conference held in 

. crash of 1947. 
Nancy Talbott - researcher 

. whose speciiUty is collection 
· and interpretation of evidence 
· :from crop circles,· animal muti- · 
. lations and UFO landing sites. 

Grant Caineron - a EureP. SPrings? . 
B.ecau&e the subjee,t rna~ is so com- . .Canadian research~r with ·a 

pelling, and there are always uJ;dates ef .. :; detailed rep6rt oiftm acta& : 
what's happened during the year since known as "the UFO capital of 
the last one. . the world." 

From April 9-11 , the 16th Annual Three other featured · speakers 
Ozark UFO Conference will get under will provide a special treat for 
way. conference--goers: 

The conference will be held at the Best Beverly Trout - a researcher 
Western Inn of the Ozarks Conference from Iowa who will present a 
Center on Highway 62 West. across from case for interactions with rep-
Eureka Spririgs High School. titian beings of apparent extra-

Lucius Farish, confer~nce organizer, terrestrial origin. Trout is the 
says there is an exciting lineup this year MUFON director for Iowa. 
- many returning old favorites such as · Ted Phillips - will tel,l of his 
Linda Moulton Howe of Art Bell radio . experiences in Slovakia, fmd_. 
show fame, ·but a few folks who haven't ing a cave which is alleged to 
appeared in recent years or who are here contain an ancient artifact of 

· for the first time. high techriical sophistication, 
Nine speakers are scheduled to take suggesting .evidence of a for-

the podi:um during the conference: mer highly advanced civillZa• 
Timothy Good - internationally tion. Phillips has catalogued 

known resCa.rcber .and author of several · over 5,000 pieces of evidence 
books on UFOs, including his latest. of UFO landings and has a 
Unearthly Disclosure. . large quantity of information A sculpture of a cattle mutilati.on by UFO ~rtist Jason Startup 

Linda Moulton Howe - author of ori the Jopliri,·Mo. ".Spook from Kansas City, Mo. Startup has brought his work to this 
Mysterious- Lights aNi Crop Circles and . light" · · . :.. . • conference twice. He may be thi:mf again · this year, Farish 
award-winning documentary and radio . Don Led&er ... a cariadian said, but there ·are other artists bringing work as welt The 
science producer. · . . researcher who has information · vendors' area is a popular hangout for conference-goers 

Wendelle Stevens - ·retired Air .Force . ·on a uFO· seen and tracked off · between presentations. · 
Lt. Colonel; presenting eases ofclaimed . the coast of Nova Scotia in 

· demand. Anywhere from 
.350 to 450 people attend, 
from all over the U.S., 
Canada and abroad. 

Interestingly, al~ough 
Farish has an avid interest 
in the subject of UFOs, he 

·says he is not a "contactee" 
and has had no spectacular 
sightlngs. · 

"I have seen things I 
. can't identify," he says. 
"Lights and objects at a dis­
tance." 

Along with speakers, the 
conference features vendors 
with ET- and UFO-related 
merchandise from cards and 
books to art and t-shirts. 
. The conference · schedule 
is set up ·so that people can 
attend all or part of it. 
Farish said that because 
many people want to attend 
only one day, he schedules 
m,ost of the speakers on 
Saturday. · . 
· Tickets are $35 in 

advance through April 2 
and $40 at the door for all 
sessions. Reduced fees ·are 
available fo,: partial atten­
dance. 

For more information on 
the conference, to reserve 
rooms or to reserve tickets, 
call Farish at (501) 354-

contact with extraterrestrial beings in 1972. 
various countries. · · "An object was s~n to enter the w~ter · 

Command. Doil's book; Dark Object, is 
abou~ this event" . 

2558, email him at ozarkufo@webtv.net, 
visit the website at . 

Dr. David Ru~ - discussing his off Shag Harbor and went ~lQw the sur-
analysis of UFQ film footage, as well as face," Farish said. "It was tlackcd for 
an update on the.famous Rosw~ll. NM several days by the Canadi~ Air . 

The Ozark UFO conference was start~ 
ed in 1989, Farish said. It has always 
been held in Eureka.Springs by popular · 

. www.ozarkufo.iwarp.com or write tq 
Ozark UFO Conference, 112 Caney Valley 
Drive, ~l~rville, AR 7212]_:_ ..... . 

REGISTER, Whitewater, WI - Nov. 20, 2003 CR: R. Heiden 

~ A 'UFO .tale~ 
G) 
::t Fifty years ago on the a: evening of November 

PQiice caUtales .ofU-F<J'si9fatihgs a·hoax 
;ay Kiti1Mc:banson .. · It could ·be a hoax or maybe a . ros'e above th~ :f'~~tand . vatished tential that · the whole thing was . 

23, 1953, a mysterious 
a: occurrence happened· over 
CJ Lake Supe~ior. An • Air 

Defense Command Ground 
S Intercept radar controller at 
~ Truax Air Force . Base 

became alerted · to an · g- "Unidentified target" over 
the Soo Locks. 

~ The alert was sO\mded and 
z 1st Lieutenant Felix Monda 
, Jr., and 2nd Lt Robert Wl.Lson · 

;; were <:iispatched· iri their F8i 
;::1> C Scorpion jet froin nea+by . 
,; Kinross Field. ·=:: . 

1=\~GIST!<F'I EDirOR. . , · si~hdilg of a solar flare, but one . into the sky. . . . . some SQrt of hoax. . . . , 
: What ·began for · Whitewater thmg it prci~~bly is not, ~aid . Coan, ·Toe unknown authors of:the "If tpere is any validity at all it 
Police Chieftin'l' Coan as ·a toutine is- a U'F,b. · . statement ii,sked that an~ cine·, with could have to .do with a solar flare 
:stop · a~ the Westsider fcii' a news- The flyer •. which a :Westsider . information about: the . sightings thin . was reported in the news 
pae_~r ·. N()v. 7 . turned ·tnto an ex- employee said was delivered by an ~ontact the Whitewater Police De- lately,'' said Coan. 

· :_tr~r~ln,¥.)': 'eyent when the person ad~k and n 'ot . a pers(>n · ~f tradi~ · p~ent~ . . ... He w.as referring to .a solar 
:wqr,~ng .behu\d the counter casu- .tiona! coJI~ge age, Was ,printed on storm that w,as reported in USA . 
;all~ .:~~e~ C6,~ if the · police ,had papet without .. letterhead . and : ·, cci·~n ~xplain~d that-the Whiter Today ·on Oct. 29 and ~0. . 
:figured outwhatthe·UFOwas~ ... · · claimed that fotir groups had te- water Police ' Depaitmeni:was. nO:t the storm reportedly hit Earth's 
.. ;·.> That question WiiS prOmpted by · ported seeing an ·objeCt which ,they involved .· in . the Crafting· of . th~ magnetic field at J. a. in. ea~tern 
:~·':flyer. that recently circulated : identified as a mysterious green statement; its release, nor had their standard time on Wednesday, Oct. 
jl_~:Q:tjJ},d t.9wn abo.ut .a myste'rious . arid blue puisating · light coming dis'pat'Cher r~ceived any can~ op. 29.. . 
; si'g_~tt.ng ; by .. several. · uyv~· from the nature traiJs. . ·that .ilight 'or.iu)y Other ·about para~ 
:Whitewater studentS and two nortnai . activit}.-.~ak.ing place in cpe The storm was reported as .ex-
imember~ of faculty who were sai.d · The'flyer stated that 's6m~ o( the ' skies. above Whitewater. . .. · ·· tremely rare an4 capable of pro-
;t6 .have seen some lights behind witnesses. investigated the scene · He su,ggested· that because tht ducing· c.olorful · auroras in the 
;the .football stadium between 9:30 and . claimed ·.that · as . they ap- . alleged sightings ·were close to night sky . visible as . far south as 
:and·9:50 p.tn: on Oc't 30. . . !'roached, a bright circular object Ha.llow~en; . tl:J~re was a ,lar,ge po· . 'fexas thri:mgh Frida)'. Oct. 31. 

c Ground Control was watCh­
~ ing two blips on the ·:.radar 
co screen. The F -89 was chasing 
< this object at speeds of 500 
en mph. As the F-89 began to 
en close the gap, the UFO ~eel~ 
~ erated out over Lake Superi- ------------------------.....,..------- ---------------------
~ or. The two blips be~~ one 
> blip. The Ground Co.ntrol 
-' thought Lt Moncla ha4)loW1l < over the target, an:d ~'they 
0 thought the two blip,sj ,vould 

become separated · 3:.it· the 
plane passed it . . · · 

To the Ground Control 
amazement, the . singlE( blip 
flushed off the screen ·and 
was totallY clear of anY. return: 
at all. The Ground COntrol 
frantically tried.to con~t the 
F-89 by radio, but ·there. was: 
no response · at all. frcitn. l.t. 
Monda's aircraft. · 

Grotind Control dispatched 
an emergency · .Se~ch . and 
Rescue team. ·The ·last · ~ight. 
ing on the radaf was about ·7() 
miles off Keweenaw point in 
Upper-MiChigan at an altitude 
of8,000-feet, 160mllesnoi:th~ 
west of the.Soo Locks. Not a 

trace of the aircraft or the two 
pilots were ever found. Sur­
prisingly no debris, no · oil · 
slick, nothing was ever found . . 

The Air Force changed its 
story a couple times a,bout · 
·this incident, . finally stating 
·that the F-89 exploded at high 
altitude; but · strangely ignor~ 
ing the fact that this. would · 
have left a lot of debris on the 
lake's surface. 

. Finally NICAP (National 
Investigation Committee on 
Aerial Phenomena) found out 
that there was no mention. of 
the Lt. Felix ¥o~cla rriission, 
chasing an unidentified tar~ 
get. lt was completely .obliter­
ated.from the official recordS. 
On the other ·band, ·Proje<;.t 
Blueboolc case files · ~imply 
list the case as an "accident." 

Now 50 years later, we still 
really wonder what happened 
that evening ofNov. 23, 1953f 
of Lt. Felix 1\toncla and Lt; 
Wl.Lson and the Scorpion F-ag.; 
C jet. Off the record, specula­
tion was the object . was . a 
huge· UFO; and it took the 
whole plarie . and crew that 
fateful evening. 

It will be probably many 
years · more or less that the 
wqrldh,ere :will finally see rus;; 
closure on UFO's worldwide: 
This area here in upper Wl.S­
consin is a hot spot of UFO 
aCtivity. Take ""look one night 
and watch the skies around 
here. · · 

WolfRetzloft 
Asllland 

BURNETT CO. SENTINEL, Grantsburg, WI - Jan. 14, 2004 

'Mysterious' 
vehicles 
i dentified? 

GRANTSBURG-Unusual 
vehtcl~s 'were in Crex 
Meadows last fall. 

The· report a .few weeks ago 
of an unidentified flying 
object south of Grantsburg 
included ·reP<>rts of "m111tary­
typew vehicles 1n Crex 
Meadows. which couldn't be 
verlfted at the time. 

In conversation last week. 
state employees at Crex who 
were nofava!labl!! ·at the time 

of the inquiry then, said state 
forest fire fighting employees 

. were in the marsh testing 
equ!pmen,t specially designed 
for fightixlg fires in that envi­
ronment: 

Some of those vehfcles run 
on tracks, they said, and 
look very different from typi­
cal fire fighting equipment or 
over-the-road vehicles. -
Chet Newman, . Sentinel 
Reporter. 

CR: A; Heiden 
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MORNING NEWS, Springdale, AR-April9, 2004 

· BEYOND~ FLYIN(l":SAUCERS ) 

llil•ginations· Soar At · IJFO Confe:rence 
§~efRETs () F TATRA CAVE . among his ~.w. investiga~ons. .· pick ~ b~t h~ C9uld dig down , • ~·~i;;,~ ~~~r":"S ?t 

. .· -~ • · . . . · . _ . -. __ -. ·. · · · ._ . · .· . · · · that's not his pnmary subJect In th.:fougp th~- Jin?.~sto,n~. fJ.opr~ ,:, \::<' ~·hijm~tone--depbsltS ~ide 14 . . 
S']ILL<I\4\'YS.TERY AFTER 50 -YEARS . fact, he:s not sUre thar''Project . Abo~t 6o.·inclies in, he' found a ; -- ~ '_ai?jtg·Wiw ~~s~e~etori'~(~ < 

· , · .• ·. · /1~~; r_· .· ·:;> . ·. . · · . · · · · ·. .; . · Tatra'~ ts related to UFOs ata.J.l prehistortc cav~ bear skeleton . , . ~Jhatha:ltl)~ltextipa: -for 
. . . g~F } '. · _ . . · :; . . . . . .· . It is,howe\Ter, a fascinating story. · and, uJider it, mnw.ork .~th . :_n,od<Jy.~. . , ' :· _ ·· ·-:>}> ~fF , 
By~-~ Mart81 I .· GO AND Do . . The short versioJ:). is ~t . 'warmth c.:omirlg'.l;lp;tbioiigh it ' i_ ' :' •· /~ frrSi I thoughtit might be . 

. THEMORN[MlNEWs ~ 6MARn~A6Nu~ · ·. OZARK UFO CONFERENCE P~~s ·gained acce~ to .~e _ ·: He ~9 h~~·-a. S.~llll~; -~~ch- ~e. ;. ··:·.~?m.,e· ~9 gf'~.~£?~llal_ heac<;m, 
· diacy·.of a Czech soldier IDJ~ed . descnbedas·.~'spro~tJ.Unglike a · · sorp.e kind oftransffiltter,but .·. 

EUREKA SPRINGS. : 

·p·· rom the t:ir.O.e he was a . . 
: ·· clrild Ted Phillips has . 

• · _ been looking up .irito the 
·_ · sky. In those early. years, · · 
growing up in rural MiSsoUri,· all:. _·· · 
Phillips saw was sta,rs.._Butit 
wasil't long before he;~Wted 
hearing Stories about 'things that 
went ''whoosh" in the night ~ · 
things other ·p~ople sw()re, they .. , 

· Date$: Tcxfay through Sunday • . 
Tim~ Registration begins at 

·. 8 a.m. today; the flf)al session 
._ S~nday is set for 11:30 a.m. 
·Venue: ·Inn of the Ozari<s 
Convention Center in Eureka 

· Springs. 
Admission: $40 .a~ the door 

FoR INFORMATION, VISlT 
www.oZARKlJ().COM. 

had seen ~ and he wanted tQ ·. . c ·._L..., ,..:-._ --.---.,..---'------

know what they were. . · ·, "' ' . . .. . . . 
He's })as been inve~ti~tipg . $l:Or.ie~ froni ':wit.pesses so 

UFO sightings ever sirice.. . · credibl~ he says, they coUld 
·This weekend, Phillips :will be "send a man to the electric chair 

preaching to the choir wh~n .he · ·· on their testiinony. Yet once 
speaks at the 2004 Ozark~UFO · · they,start talkirig about flying 
ConfereP,ce.in Eureka Spriiigs. . saucers, they're nQ longer 
Andi'he <tdrillts he'll heat stories credible. · · 
even$ e·(,loesn't believe. . ' . . . . ''If fin in any group of people 

"GQpd-stuffis hard to fmd~" . ,·and the subject (ofJ]FOs) 
Phillips says oflJFO .ev!dence: · ,icomes up, I Will hear of a 
'~d the. stuflthat'_gets;~ the · -· .. )~ghting:' Phillips says. ''It's 
newsP:~P7r _ is~p~ft~:·~i?Orters .• -· ... diffi~~ to imagine science is 
don't want to·whte,:Clbout plant· ···_•_-.• •_ 11.ot domg cartwheels to. 
evide11ce.at a1~dfug site:' . -_;;~ - - .'?;:ip,vestigate." _. · .·. 

That, however; J~. one of ; 2_~_.: · .. _ :·,·. OVer t}ie years, Phillips was 
Phillips' specialtie~ Over the Jast ~ ··:fuvolved iti hundreds of . 
35 years; he has logged ·some, ·- -•· .··investigations with Dr. J. Allen 

· 3,059 mves~gatio~ and heard. •- .. ~ Hynek, an astrophysicist at . 
.. :-·- .· · · . . , . . . . .. 

in fighting in Slovakia during ·. distant tUrbine!\ .- ·, ,,\ -~- ' <: · :. ·.. . ·. whY:?~ Ahd'Who?"he wonders.~ .. 
World War ·rL Rescued by a · · · __ · __ :':Reme:rp.ber; this iS',{ fufuing .•. . >-- . :: .< Phillips will :ffi$~ the Tatra 
sheep herder, the soldier and . ehgineer.with four degrees ~9m ~ Projeqat2:45 pin. Saturday at . 

tWo of his comrades the University ofPcigue;" . · the:fun ofthe Ozarks ·. · .: 
were hidden in a cave in . Phillips remihds: ' ~H~ lo}o~ · Convention Center. ~er 
the Tatra Mountains.- . · about the soup.d of driP.piflg schedu.ledspe~eis inchide: 

. and there, Phillips says, · · water versus a turbine!' . . _ · · t Don Ledger1 '.'Shag Harbor' 
- ~'Tony':' found soniething . Whe.n Tony left t11e ei\ve,he . _IncidentThen and·:NowP .· 

extraordinary. It was· a . ·. seale4 off the q~lway$that led ·- ~- - ~~ve~ly Trout, "Reptili3rl ~.· . ·: . . 
"huge black wall, to his di$covery. According to · -~ Perspective: Serpents of · _ ·_ · · ; -· 
. overgrown by cave · Phillips, bombingJa~erfu the .. - WISqo~tor S~e(in the Grass." 

formations, two -·. · war also damaged the cave. But ", t NancyT~liqtt, '~ye\Vifn,ess, 
miles back in a on~trips to :Europe.inJ998 and .• · .Report,sand More Ph~ic31 . ",; 
eave, 2,700 feet · . 2001, ]?blllips found< the cave arid . Evidence." . _ . ' <"':?> : .. 

A.r?nmRK 
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ZAD~. 1\"\tJ~\V'v . · · below the ~op of · · . corifmnation that if iS indeed . . t:~Vendelle C. Stevens,· ''lJEO 
Y GABRIB. CAl · · the mountain:' · the one where three wounded Vtsttors From Planet Kermer."• 

Northwestern 
University aJ:ld a consultant to 
the U.S. Air Force on the subject 

. of unidentified flying objects. 
Scientists and astronauts 
''privately admit great interest," 
he says~ and he believes the 
government knows a lot more 
than the public·is being told. 

'There's no question thereis.a 
cover-up to some extent," he 
says. . 

Although Phillips will speak 
this weekend about the two best 
cases of physical UFO eVidence 

The ''artifact,"_ as Phillips calls · soldiers were sheltered 1n 1944. · tGrant Cameron,''The UFO. 
it, was Zl feet high, about 20 feet Now, he wants to shore up the Capital ofthe World" 
wide and curved ''It looked . cave's interior and- loo~ for the t David Rudi4k, ''1994 Nellis · 
almost like looking in a mirror · . unexj,lcifued black wall . · Range UFO Video: New-
of steel,"·.he describes, "totally · ._ " "Of course,· funding is always Insight&':' ,- .• .· .. . · 
smooth, no seams, no rivets." difficult," Phillips admits, . t lind~. Moulton How~ "Earth 

The soldier slipped through a "because it's Such a farfetched Mysteries Updates: From-Mars 
crack in the wall to a "huge story ~ unlesS you've spent 30 to Cub~' .' _ _ · 
. structure, shaped like a fat y~ lq9killg into it!" · . . t Tunothy Good, "UFO 
crescent moon,' with 7-foot-thick . In ·the inec:tptime, Phillips,has -· -. Contacts; Mystery Triangles q.nd: 
walls that-extended up beyond . .· -fotind tWo inore:artifacts that ·· · , ·the Eun'>,pean Uhion'~ . . . 

· the light of his torches," Phillips · might be related to the one in More information on the UFO _ 
goes on. On subsequent visits, Slovakia. He won'~ venttire a · Conference, which is l.mder way 
he found he couldri't scratch the. guess what they are, except to ·today, is ayailable at 
surface of the artifact with a · note tl)at the one.described·in· www.oza,rkufo.com. . 
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.Abdu.ctees 
share stories 

An alien abduction night held at 
Double Six Gallery in Grants last month 
featured spaceship paintings .. glow-in­
the-dark jewelry and a sense of light­
hearted fun. The second meeting 1ast 
Thursday had a slightly different tone. 

The gathering was small - only about 
10 people - but the geographical areas 
represented at the· gallery event were 
large. Cars in the parking lot showed 
owners from Arizona, Colorado, North 
Dakota and New Mexico. Residents of 
the star Zeta Articuli were the main 
(serious) topic of conversation. 

Three people in the group claimed to 
have met tne aliens before. Former 
Grants resident Robert Allen said he has 
seen the star travelers many times, and 
has been abducted several times as well. 
Gil Riggs claimed to have seen aliens 
since 1951, when .he was in the Coast 
Guard in Alaska. A woman who refused 
to identify herself said aliens attempted 
to abduct her but she refused to go. 

Allen 
Allen said he was first abducted in 

1990 while living in Grants. ''They came 
·through the walls and took me," he 
explained. The spacemen reportedly told 
him, "We love you," at the time of his 
abduction. 

Allen has since made it his mission to 
educate the world about our brothers 
from space by selling videotapes, ~iving 
talks about alien desc:riptions m the 
Bible and interpreting petroglyphs that 
show 1,200-year-old drawings of star 
travelers riding on disks. He believes 
crop circles, cattle mutilations and alien 
pregnancies are all the work of spiny 
gray people from outer space. 

"I'm amazed people are talking of this 
openly," Allen said. "Many people are 
afraid to speak out because of ridicule." 

. Allen believes the Earth is about to 
experience a massive spiritual change as 
aliens try to change numan DNA and 
help earthlings avoid a nuclear-related 
disaster like "The Grays" experienced in 
the past. "We have a misswn to make 
them feel welcome." 

Allen said he thinks "We are 
interplanetary beings ourselves" who 
were brou~ht h~re from outer space, and 
that the altens bke us because the Earth 
is so beautiful from space. 

He advised audience members to carry 
a camera everywhere they go, even 
though he said he has never succeeded in 
getting a J?icture of an alien. 

Allen believes aliens don 't show 
themselves openly because the U.S ~ 
militarr. wants to use their technology 
for military purposes. He named 
President Dwight D . Eisen·hower, 
President George W. Bush and former 
Fuhrer Adolph Hitler as famous UFO 
sighters. Hitler shot down a UFO in 
Germany during Wor-ld War II, 
according to Allen. 

"Grants needs to go out and reach 
everyone on the su!>ject," he said. 

G'J Ri 'd Rih ggl~ . 1 1ggs sat t e a tens are mtro~en-
based life forms who were created m a 
laboratory and cannot reproduce on 
their own. That is why they keep trying 
to get Earth women pregnant - so they 
can remove the alien baoy before it is 
born, "'without scars or anything." He 
said the aliens are also concerned about 
humans blowing themselves up with 
atomic bombs, and that they remove gold 
from the earth with lasers. 

Riggs claimed that UFOs are so 
common that the US and USSR signed 
agreements during the Cold War to bold 
off on launching nuclear bombs until 
after they had verified that no UFOs 
were involved. Airline pilots and 
stewardesses have been told to keep 
their mouths shut about UFO sightings, 
he added, and military pilots can be 
court-martialed if they talk. 

Riggs claimed to have seen half-mile­
long mother ships while UFO watching 
in Laguna and San Diego. Some 
answered questions by blinking their 
lights. 

PETIT JEAN COUNTRY HEADLIGHT, Morrilton, AR • March 31, 2004 

. ·. >·: · · ·· ·.. .:·:, · . ... · · ··.· > .. ·: . > . · · · · .· ·. ·' . ; .. · ' : · .. · · .· · · · · ·· ~P.hotos c61,1rtesy of Ralph McCormick 

. ·: P.l.CTUci{ED A~OYE J~ · th~ w·~~s~re~n:-the.le~t. ~i~~ s~ows the cracked glass. ~nd .the right side 
is distorted by .~amdr.Qps. I11se~ pacture as of K~n' PeatsorJ·· · · · · · · · 

. . ~ . . . . . . .: . _:. . ··. . . . . . . .. · . . -~ .. ' . . . . . .. 

!JL~UQON~~~~~es.··· .. plane· 
Speclpt to Hep,dlig.ht .. - . . . ·.· · mtegrlty, ;· \V~ ,. w?ul~ be 0~. · ~ Pearson said empl)atically~ 
... R~vil)g flowri in all . kinds . of . Th.er~.· yva_s no ... ~uara~t.e~ . that I lt ·. . "Upon arrival . to our des tina­
. conditiqns .~~in~e the early :. ~60s~ · ·:would .~o~d~ · .~Y · dec1s1on to re- ·. ~ion, we to_und the . c~iling was 
I<;en Pea.rson· .9f B~gelow exped~ ·. 91J(;€? s~e~d ~o 190. knot~ ~.as an · .400. feet. My ·dedsi<:m was to get 
enced .a niost unusual occurrence . ~tte~p~ .to .k7ep the ,glass. mt~ct. ;.recto~s to Gulf Port, Miss: At 

,in February ~f .t-9i~ 'year; sqme~·. J?eq~u;;kl~okl ·g?t~t't:J:le obJect . . that · location~ I · was furnished 
)vhere oyer- .. Texas . ..• This ~vent · ~a~e ltappe.~r~ lf ~t wasa Y~~- · .with .c,i surveillance · approach. 
·willcenain1y.notbe .repeat<!d of- · 1ow~sb ~ay :. c~b~ ·· like metalhc . The land~ng w_as uneventful. I 
ten: . . . . . . , .. : . : ·. co~or.}ta~pe~~ed to befrom 4 t? did have tolean o~er to the right 

lt \\'as 7:30 iri the morning; . 6 ~~hes ln ~1an1eter. Where i.t to see out.of that window to find 
Pearson was f1ying a Cessna 421 · came from, .l do n~tknow. Cen- . the runway~" stated Pearson. 
for ~oontz Electt~c Co., his em.;: t~r w~s not hat1dhng anY; other Pearson has · had one previous 
ployer. There. was one passe~ger~ · · fraft m .IDY area· at~the· hme. It .· ge~r.:up landing due to gear mal­
P~te Foster of Conway, electrical : couldhave,;come from .space for function, an exhaust fire on one 
engineer with Koontz ·Electric, all 1 ¥o~, ·. Pea~son . said. . . · engine, and now this hit from the 
on board./ Level at ·15,000 feet · · Beulg hlt ~lth .sp~ce · JUnk, Unidentified Falling Object. He 
m·sl, on an IFR flight plan, but . P?rtsfrom anauplane~ lee from a feels pretty secure- even a cat 
not. in IFR conditions. An ?ts~antsto~m all;baye been taken has nine"lives. , 

· ~nidcmtified Falling ·· ObjeCt . IIito . cons~~e.ratlon ... Th~ ~torm 
came out qf the _sky and hit . the . was ·~ good 25 .· mlle~ d1stant. 
left windscreen. :The inlpa'ct at. There was .only one Item. that 
220 knots shattered~ but :did not .· callle toward t?.-eplane.and 1t ~p-
pertetrate . the . integrity of tQe pear~? me~alhc, .not hke an 1ce 
glass. lf:it had~ t.his story · would .· ball. The 1tem came out .of clear 
be in the NTSB accident reports. s~y and moved towa~d the plane 

"I advised Houston Center of hke a curve ball bemg thrown. 
the impact, not declaring an On!! would thin.k this item ~ould 
emergen<:;y at that time. -As long . have had a str.a1gbt path. as It a p­
as the windscre.en maintained its proached the plane, it didn't," 

He talked of earthly astronauts who 
· believe in little gray men from space, and 

of how those little visitors follow him 
around. He also believes in rein­
carnation, and that people from Atlantis 
had space travel. · 

Other audience members 
A woman who refused to identify 

herself, but who said she is a psychiatric 
nurse, had her own memories of an 
attempted abduction that she refused to 
participate in. She felt there are several 
kinds of aliens with different missions 
concerning Earth, and that they can be 
divided into "Good Guys" and "Bad 
Guys." The woman said her boss is a 
psychiatrist who treats abductees' 
psychological problems, and that the U.S. 
government is trying to cover up pr.oof of 
alien visits. Allen agreed. ''Tfiereis lots 
of secret stuff the government doesn't 
want us to know." 

Even local residents got into the act. 
Janice Derrick didn't make any comments 
about her own beliefs, but noted that 
UFO sightings are a rural phenomena 

and that people often saw Hghts in the 
sky when she was a girl growing up in 
Oklahoma. "Every country on Earth has 
encountered this problem, she said. 

Artist D€nnis Black said he attended a 
UFO conference in Stockton Pass~ Ari­
zona. and that the area is sometimes call­
ed a "portal" for space visitors. "All 
things are possible," he ~aid. Of course, 
Black also wore a t-sh1rt that stated, 
"You have the right to remain silent. Any­
thing you say will be misquoted, and 
then used agamst you." 

The next Alien Abduction Night is 
planned for 6 p.m. on April 27 at the 
Double Six GaJiery. For more informat­
ion, call 287-7311 or stop by 117 N. 
First Street in Grants. - Marian Hami­
.Jton 

'1 



FOREIGN- NEWS 
[Ali British ciippings courtesy of Thnothy Good, unless otherwise credite~.] 

EUROPEAN VOICE, Brussels, Belgium • March 18, 2004 

Scepticism set 
to scupper 
any chance 
of Union-led 
UFO research 

Bv jAMES DREW 

ARE we alone in the universe? If not, 
are we being visited by our intergalactic 
neighbours? Such questions, normally 
pondered following an excellent supper, 
when port and cigars are handed · out 
and thoughts turn to philosophical 
matters, have once again appeared on the 
European Parliament's radar screen. 

On 20 January, Union for Europe of the 
Nations (UEN) l'vfEP Sebastiano Musmneci 
submitted a proposal concerning the 
"creation of a Community body for 
the· study of unexplained atmospheric 
phenomena". In other words, unidentified 
flying objects (UFOs). 

"For a long time now," Musumeci 
declared, "sightings ... have been reported 
in all comers of the globe. Some of these 
pher10mena ... not only cause considerable 
perplexity but also fuel theories - so far 
lacking any foundation - on the probable 
existence of aliens." 

The Italian MEP pointed out that 
the European Commission should pay 
special attention to the "serious study" by 
various European space centres and 
research establishments, "since these 
phenomena do not fall within the scope 
of individual member state competence". 

"In the light of the above, would the 
Commission not consider it appropriate 
to promote and coordinate research and 
information on unexplained atmospheric 
phenomena at a Europe-wide level, 
possibly assigning this responsibility to a 
specialized and experienced body, such as 
[French government organization] Service 
d'Expertise des Phenomenes de Rentr~es 
Atmosph~riques (SEPRA) in Toulouse, or 
the European Space Agency?" 

It is not the first time that such a 
recommendation has been put before EU 
institutions and, considering Belgium's 
previous history of remarkable (and 
well-documented) sightings, perhaps the 
question's most surprising characteristic is 
its rarity. 

For at least eight months, beginning in 
October 1989, Belgium experienced near­
daily sightings of large triangular-shaped 
UFOs. The sightings began near Eupen, 
close to the Dutch and German border, 
and then .progressed steadily westward to 
Li~ge, Namur, Wavre, Mons and, finally, 
toward the French border. 

Among the witnesses were· nearly two 
hundred members and officers of the 
genda171'1Die nationale as well as policemen, 
military and ·civilian pilots, air traffic 
controllers, meteorologists, aeronautical 
engineers and physicists. 

Observers frequently described the 
objects as being "as big as a football field", 
"as big as, or bigger than, an aircraft 
carrier". An account also describes· one 
"hovering for minutes at a time and [it 
would] pivot, turning 90 degrees and even 
180 degrees" and then moving "too slowly 
to be a conventional aeroplane", before 
"accelerating so ·rapidly that it would be 
across the horizon in a second or two -
and sometimes it would flash right back". 

Late night visitors? Despite much documentation, serious research by the EU into UFOs is unlikely 

On 30-31 March 1990, Belgian Air of this kind. They put obstacles in my 
Force (BAF) F-16 jets were scrambled to path and this developed into a strong 
intercept the unknown intruders, their attack by the UK. I believe that Labour 
radar confirming the objects' ability to MEPs decided to attack this report for 
elude their pursuers by means of political reasons, just to make a fuss." 
phenomenal manoeuvres, as evident on Almost certainly as a result of the· 
the radar tapes later released to the media. ensuing ridicule, the-then European 
In Vague d'OVNI sur la Belgique (Wave of Parliament president Egon Klepsch 
UFOs over Belgium), ·a two-volume text omitted the debate from its agenda on 
produced by Brussels-based research 21 January 1994. 
group Socittt Beige d'Etude des Regge proposed a new text, but 
Ph~nomenes Spatiaux, retired deputy because the Parliament was approaching 
chief of the BAF, Major-General Wilfried the end of session (owing to the election 
De ·Brouwer, said: "The Air Force inJune 1994) there was insufficient time 
has arrived at the -------------- to bring the proposal 
conclusion that a before .the assembly's 
number of anomalous 'No one wants to look fun session. 
phenomena has foolish, least of all The reaction comes 
been produced within · as no surprise to hard-

. Belgian airspace. The politicians. When faced with nosed investigators . . 
numerous testimonies WOrldwide media that Seems Timothy Good, 
of observations ... h /1 b k' l.TK bestselling author 
reinforced by the (Air e • ent on moe mg any of ufologists' 'bibles', 
Force] reports of the research, if iS hardly such as Beyond Top 
nightof30-31 March, S r,pris' thafpeop/e Secret (1996) and 
have led · us to face U tng Unearthly Disclosure 
the hypothesis that become discouraged' (2000), one of 
a certain number the world's most 
of unauthorized aerial highly regarded UFO 
activities have taken place." experts, and a man inured, after 50 years 

These remarkable events led to a of painstaking research, to sceptics' slings 
resolution being proposed by Belgian and arrows, believes that fear of mockery 
deputy Elio Di Rupo to the European has held back serious debate on the issue 
Parliament in 1991. The assembly's for too long. 
committee on industry, external trade, "No one wants to look foolish, least of 
research and energy held numerous all politicians," he told European Voice. 
meetings, chaired by Tullio Regge, an "When faced with worldwide media that 
Italian Independent l'vfEP and physicist Di seems hell-bent on mocking any research, 
Rupo's·intention was to bring about an 

no matter how sober or well intentioned, 
it is hardly surprising that people become 
discouraged. I welcome Musumeci's 
proposal, but I fear that nothing will 
come of it" 

His view is echoed by Nick Pope, who 
was responsible for the UK's Ministry of 
Defence (MoD) UFO research project 
from 1991-94: "Despite being interested 
in Musumeci's Parliamentary question 
concerning the study of unexplained 
atmospheric phenomena, I doubt the 
European Commission will accept 
the suggestion, despite the fact that 
coordinating research and investigation 
on a Union-wide basis seems like a very 
sensible idei 

"It is a great pity that the Commission 
does not promote and coordinate 
research into such matters . 

"During my time at the MoD's UFO 
research project, we investigated several 
hundred sighting reports each year 
and, while most could be explained as 
misidentifications of known objects or 
phenomena, others appeared to defy any 
conventional explanation . . 

"Whatever the explanation for them, if 
there are things in our airspace that we 
do not understand, this raises a number 
of defence and flight safety issues." 

Pope also · agrees · with Musumeci's 
point that "this is not an issue confined to 
any one member state". 

"If we pool our data and work together 
on the problem, we stand a better chance 
of solving the. mystery." 

jamesduw@economist.com 

all-European agency, run by the 
Commission and with a standing 
committee of experts from the member 
states, which would collate and analyze 
UFO reports from the military, scientific · 
organizations and the general public. 

UFO sightings across Europe 

In a report tabled in December 1993 -
accepted unanimously by the committee 
- Regge proposed that SEPRA in 
Toulouse .be given a statute enabling it 
to carry out inquiries .throughout . the 
EU. But the proposal to establish what 
might have become the European UFO 
observation centre attracted a great deal 
of ridicule in the media and the m'otion 
was defeated in early 1994. 

In his report, Regge expressed 
considerable scepticism about the majority 
of UFO 'sightings', although he noted 
that "scientists srjJJ have a duty to 
continue researching into these events 
in order to arrive at a satisfactory 
explanation". Later, he emphasized that 
the proposal by t.he committee had 
focused on the creation of a European 
evaluation centre witl1in SEPRA, rather 
than on a study of the phenomena per se, 
but largely thanks to ridicule in the media 
- particularly in the UK - critics ignored 
this point 

"I was attacked by two UK Labour 
MEPs who prohably hadn't even read 
the report." lamented the scientist "I was 
accused of asking for money to do 
research into Father Ch1istmas and things 

1942-45: Allied pilots on bombing raids over Germany reported seeing 
unusual balls of lights and small metallic discs. Dubbed 'Foo Fighters', the 
Allies feared they were a new Nazi weapon. After the war it transpired that 
German air crew had seen them too, but were also unaware of their origin. 

1946: Strange objects were seen over Norway, Sweden and Finland. UK and 
American intelligence took a dose interest in sightings of these so-called 
ghost rockets, but no explanation was ever found. 

1956: A series of UFO sightings took place over England, in August. Objects 
were tracked on radars at Royal Air Force (RAF) Lakenheath and RAF 
Bentwaters and the RAF scrambled two Venom fighters to try to intercept 
the object. One pilot said he saw the UFO, which eluded the jets. 

1980: In December, United States Air Force personnel based at RAF 
Bentwaters and RAF Woodbridge in England ·reported seeing a landed UFO 
in Rendlesham Forest, in Suffolk. Radiation readings were taken from the 
landing site, assessed as being ten times the norm for the area. 

1981: In January, a UFO was seen landing near the village of Trans-en­
Provence in France. Unusual marks were found at the landing site and an 
analysis of the soil showed various anomalies. 

1990: On 5 November a number of fast j ets travelling from the UK to 
Germany were overtaken by a UFO as they were entering Dutch airspace. 
The pilots submitted an official report to the British Ministry of Defence. 

1993: In March, a UFO flew over RAF Cosford and RAF Shawbury, seen by 
military personnel. A report was sent to UK Ministry of Defence. 
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COURIER, Vancouver, B.C;, Canada- March 14, 2004 CR: G. Conway 

Murphy loses sight of it several 
rimes and is forced co refocus co re­
caprure the object on film. It z.ips 
across the screen so quickly on an­
ocher occasion chat it can only be 
seen later, when Murphy watches the 
cape in slow motion. 

"It's something I'll never forget for 
the rest of my life-! was in shock. 
The clarity of chis. is just incredible," 
he says. "I heard about UFOs but 
had written [them) off in my head. 
I'm a skeptical kind of person who 
has co couch ic co believe ic, but now 
I'm not too certain." 

It sounds &rfetched, but he's got a 
lot of company locally. 

According to the 2003 Canadian 
UFO Survey, reported by Chris 
Rutkowski of UFO logy Research of 
Manitoba, more chan 673 sightings 
of UFOs-defined literally as flying 
objeccs that can't be identified-were . 
documented across the country last 
year, . including 41 . in Vancouver, 
making it the city with the highest 
number of reportS. Sources of the re-

and was an estimac­
ru5hed inside to re­

two days earlier, docwnent­
tape, which he keeps under 
property manager has since 

that he plays qver and over. 
screen, a small, shiny object 

heads rapidly towards 
it becomes a round, black 

Last year there were 

more UFO sightihgs 

in Vancouver than 

any other Canadian 

city, which doesn't 

surprise believers 

Martin Jasek (I) and 

Graham Conway (r) 

portS include the National UFO Re- .. ; , f 
· r -- · ch U s Mark Murphy on the UFO captured on video and highlighted on the TV behind. him: It ssomethlng I II never orget porting . venter m . e · ., . · . h 

0 
,: 1 t 

UFO*BC, the Houston B.C. Centre , for the rest of my llfe-1 was In shock." . p oto an ou coe 

for UFO Research and the Meteor · 
. and Impacts Advisocy Coinmittee CO Slghtings a~ the side . efiect of too 
the Canadian Space Agency. much B.C. bud, but some members 

Only 17 per cent of the 673 sight- of an organization called UFO*BC 
ings remain unexplained-the rest · believe the earth has been visited by 
were simply fireballs, meteors or alien ships. 
other natural phenomena. . Graham ConW:ly, the group's vice 
. ~~pries ~y brush off l?fO president, claims co have spotted 30 

himself, and insists many more indi- . IN I 94 7, KENNETH ARNOLD, a . 
viduals are willing to admit sightings pilot involved m a search for a 
these days. "The $ocial acceptance downed aircraft near Mount Rainier, 
has changed. People are prepared co . reported seeing nine objeccs flying at . 
come forward andDo.t ~elth~U.be. an estimated 1,200 miles an hour · 
written off as kooks." . aC:ross the . mountains. They were . 

1 . crescent-shaped, so he described 
!I them as saucers skipping across the 
~ · water-:-hence the term "flying 
c saucers." For Graham Conway, it 
a sparked an interest in UFOs that's 
~ never diminished: At the time, he 
~ . was living in Sheffield, England and 

interested in enigmas. "Fifty-seven 
years later, I'm nowhere nearer a so­
lution than the day I started," he says 
from the living room of his middle­
class home in Delta. 

- ·· Aside from what.mmywould con-
sider a quirky obsession with UFOs, 
the 76-year-old has led a relatively 
normal life, working in the hospitali­
ty industry and teaching food studies 

· and consumer education in Ontario 
· and B.C. After retiring in 1986, he 
. worked for the · Salvation Army for 
eight years before landin(a job with 

· the Delta School Board as a noon­
. time supervisor at a secondary 
school. 

For a few year-s, he was associated 
with an American group called the 
Mutual UFO Network, which bills 
itself as the world's largest civilian 
UFO research organization, but 
found B.C. reports seemed to drop 
into a black hole, ·never to be heard 
of again. Frustrated, Conway and a 
small group of like-minded friends 
formed. UFO*BC in 199 5, and were 
later joined by Martin Jasek, a 40-
year-old engineer for a utilities com­
pany. 

The non-profit society operates a 
24-hour hocline for reporting sight­
ings, . a- web site and a quarterly 
newsletter. Members also ho~t lec­
tures on subjects ranging from alien 
abductions to cattle mutilations and 
crop circles. Each year, they investi­
gate a few UFO reportS in the Low­
er Mainland .or Interior. 

Jasek, the group~ mild-mannered 
treasurer, developed an interest in 
the subject while living in White­
horse, where he said reportS of 
unidentified flying objects were 
~.11tiful. Unlike Conway; he's only 
spotted one UFO-a term he uses 
literally in this case, although he sus­
pects that some UFOs are "intelli­
gently controlled craft" that are not 
man-made. 

Jasek's brief sighting occurred in 
1998, while driving across Manitoba 
during daylight hours. He glanced 

· over to a slight hill on his left where a 
white ball, three metres in diameter 
and roughly 200 metres away, ap­
peared. Seconds later, it was ob­
scured by trees as the vehicle. trav­
elled along the highway . . By the time 
the trees cleared, it had disappeared. 
To chis day, Jasek, a soft-spoken, seri­
ous man, isn't sure what he saw. 

Conway, however, has no reserva­
tions about his sightings. 

With little .prompting, he rattles 
off several anecdotes. In one case, he 
was heading up Canada Way to­
wards Edmonds Street when traffic 
hit a standstilL Looking up, he spot­
ted a red, disk-shaped object, possi­
bly six feet in diameter. None of the 
passengers in the cars beside him ap­
peared to see it. When traffic moved 
forward slightly, the object became 
more mirror-like, chen headed in a 
northwesterly direction. T6cal view­
ing rime: five minutes. 

Another rime, Conway was moon­
lighting as a security officer at a large 
parking lot on Annacis Island when 
he observed a square aluminum-like 
craft hovering above a plant emitting 
steam that was being circled by seag­
ulls and eagles. Viewing conditions 
were excellent, according to Conway, 
who watched it head northeast to­
wards the Fraser River for about 10 
minutes. 

Lack of physical proof does noth­
ing to shake his confidence. In face, 
both men looked puzzled when 
asked if ochers see them as eccentric 
or odd. "Most people do believe [in 
UFOs]," insistS Jasek. "You'd be sur­
prised how many people you know 

, {continued on page 10) 

9 



(continued from psge 9 - COURIER, Vancouver, B.C., Canads - March 14, :2004) 

have seen something totally unex­
plainable, but they don't divulge it 
without being prompted." 

Conway speculates special psyclllc 
gifu. passed down through families 
make people like him more suscepti­
ble to seeing UFOs. "We have thou­
sands and thousands of reports. 
Every one c:m't be a case of misiden­
tification." 

towards ~y building. I mean any­
thing made by man that flies only 
500 meters away has to make a 
sound.". 

''At first I didn't see the three lights on the 
triangular ;aft until it very, very shwly, and I 
stress silently, without the smallest s~nd,just 
b()1Jered towards my building. I mean anything 
made by man that flies only 500 meters away 
has to make a sound. "-statement from report on 

sighting In dowirtown Vancouver 

Moller cites several cases in which 
·experts have exposed so-called proof 
ofUFOs. Philip Klass, known as the 
top UFO debunker in the United 
States, has come up with plausible 
explanations for a number of UFO 
sightings, including uncovedng the 
truth behind a striking photo tiken 
by a Florida man. It turned out to be 
a double exposure of an outdoor 
light with a paper shade. "All I can 
really say is mat if aliens did really 
take the time and effort to travel the THE NATIONAL UFO Reporting 

Centre out of Seattle, WA., regis­
tered two notable UFO sightings in 
Vancouver last year. One, on Feb. 
12, just past 9 p.m., was from a self­
described "harsh critic of aliens and 
all that stuff," who lives in downtown 
Vancouver on the 16th floor of a 
high-rise. The witness was about to 
watch Th( Simpsons and spotted an 
object flying over some buildings, 
initially brushing it off as light from a 
construction crane. But that turned 
out not to be the case--nor was d1e 
high-rise on a flight path and the 
lights weren't blinking, as on nn air­
craft. Instead, they were "constandy 
beaming a hazy sort of weird 
whitish/yellowish light." 

After failing to find a camera in the 
apartment, the witness, whose gen­

. der isn't apparent from the write-up, 
ran down to the street and saw the 
"craft" travel vertically into the sky, 
remain st2tionary for a while, then 
leave. "Some other people saw this 
downstairs and they didn't care. 
Th~ said its no big deal, probably 
some governmental plane. But what 
would a governmental plane be do­
ing in downtown Vancouver?" vince Lee Moller of die eXistence of 

alien space crafts, however. To the 
.computer programmer, a founding 
member of the. B.C. Society for 
Skeptical Enquiry, UFOs are exacdy 
that-unidentified flying objects that 
likely have a rational eXplanation. 

light years thats required to actually 
come to the earth, somehow I don't 

is not a cheap thing to do." think they'd be communicating wim 
"If we ever talk to (extraterrestrial us by zipping around the night sky or 

life], it's almost certainly going to be drawing big patterns in crops,'' said 
through radio waves, not through Moller. 
personal visits---at least· in the short "Having said all that, I would love 
term." · for it to be true. Nothing would be 

Some people confuse convention- more cool or interesting than the day 
al aircraft, landing lights, satellites or humanity talks, in any sense, to 
planets with UFOs, suggests the 47- something off the planet-its going 
year-old skeptic, because the average to be one of me greatest days in his­
person is unfamiliar with natural tory." 
phenomena such as sun dogs-re- Barry Beyerstein, a UFO skeptic 
flections of the sun that look like big . · and psychology professor at Simon 
glowing balls-meteors or Venus, Fraser University who's been in­
for instance. volved in brain research, pointed out 

"At fil'b't I didn't see the three lights 
on the triangular craft until it very, 
very slowly, and I stress ril1!11tly, widl­
out me ~'!1lal!l~·$t sound, just hovered 

At 3 a.m. Oct. 31, another person 
reported seeing red, orange, green, 
blue, yellow and white lights rotating 
under and around the edges of an 
object. TI1e lights weren't bright. It 
was eerily silent and the object was 
moving in "more of a hover, almost a 
slight wobble from too low a speed," 
notes the entry. "It had to be enor­
mous in size. I guesstimate I was 1-2 
kilometres from it, then it passed be­
hind a building." According' to the 
witness, it would have been visible to 
anyone ou~ide at 3 a.m., near Eng­
lish Bay or the Stanley Park area. Its 
altitude was very low, a few hundred 
feet over the water at English Bay. 

DoN'T BOTHER ·rRYJNG to con-

Moller argues the sheer distnnce 
between st2rs makes d1e prospect of 
space travel highly unlikely. While 
the earth is one "astronomical unit" 
or 98 million miles away from the 
sun, me next nearest .st2r is 300,000 
astronomical units away from the 
sun-that's four-and-a-half light 
years. "I'd actually be quite shocked 
if there wasn't extraterrestrial life out 
there, but you have to understand 
how big the universe . actually is. 
[rravelling) about between the stars 

Thanks to a temperate climate in quasars and pulsars were once 
B.C., more people also go out walk- thought to be signs of extraterrestrial 
ing, and are thus more likely to spot life by noted scientists. 
objects they t::ln't identify in .the sky, In 1970, he added, English 
Moller adds. 

PRESS & JOURNAL, Aberdeen, 

Scotland - March 9, 2004 

Did UFO scupper Beagle 2 
mission to the Red Planet? 
EUROPEAN scientists are ex­
amining an image of the Beagle 
2 Mars lander - taken moments 
after it was spun off ftom its 
mo:h~r ship - that also shows 
an unidentified object. 

The mysterious blot on the 
photograph is being scrutinised 
as one of several potential rea­
sons for the failure of the mis­
sion - Europe's first attempt to 
land a probe on the .Red 
Planet. 

Mission controllers .told a 
London metting that they were 
also considering the possibility 
that Beagle 2 simply crashed on 
to the surface of Mars because 
the atmosphere on the planet 
was less dense than expected. 

Scientists are examining pho­
tographs of the landing site that 
show four bright spots, dubbed . 
the ~string of pearls," that might 
be Beagle 2's remains. 

Beagle 2 has not been heard 
from since it was ejected from 
the European Space Agency's 
Mars Express orbiter in mid· 
December. The 143lb probe 
gave no answering signal to 
scheduled attempts to contact it 
on . Christmas Day arid has re­
mained stubbornly silent ever 
since. 

After repeated attempts at 
communication and last-ditch 
changes to programming, mis­
sion controllers admitted defeat 
last month. 

Mark Sims, Beagle 2 mission 
manager, showed fellow scien­
tists an image of the lander as it 
shot away from Mars Express, 
depicting both a bright spot in 
the shade of the side of the 
lander and an entirely separate 
object. 

Mr Sims said the image was 
still being analysed in an at­
tempt to determine whether the 
marks are significant or sil;nply a 
result of the imaging proC'ess. 

"The bright object and · the 
glint on the side of Beagle 2 may 

· be nothing. They may be every-
thing," he said. · . 

Mr Sims added that the 
"string of pearls" may also sim· 
ply show artefacts of the imag­
ing process. 

One theory about the missing 
probe gain ing credence is 
that Mars's atmosphere was 
not as dense as expected - so 
Beagle 2 may simply have been 
going too fast for its parachute 
and air bags to ensure a soft 
landing. 

That idea is supported by 
evidence from Nasa, which also 
reported a less dense atmo­
sphere than expected on the 
entry of its first rover, Spirit, on 
January 3. 

The US space agency suc­
ceeded in getting its vehicle 
down safely because of Spirit's 
multiple chutes and robust air 
bag system. 

physicist David Simpson con­
ducted a controlled hoax to 
e:~.'Pose UFOlogists' readiness 
to unquestioningly accept 
sightings. Late one evening, 
he set \IP a 12-volt high-inten­
sit}' purple spotlight directed 
towards a hill three-quarters 
of a mile away in the town of 
\Vartninster, England, where 
a group of 30 sky-watchers 
stood. It was switched on and .: 
off at intervals. One of Simp­
son's colleagues operating· a . 
fuke magnetic field sensor was 
placed amongst the sky 
watchers. At one point, he 
sounded its alarm buzzer, 
which signals the presence of 
a strong magnetic field-sup­
posedly a sign ofUFOs. 

Meanwhile, another col­
league pretended to take a 
picture of the light from a 
camera on a tripod. Part of the 
film had already been ex­
posed, capturing two images, 
according to an account of the 
experiment written by Simp­
son. They depicted a night 
view of street lamps with a bo­
gus UFO superimposed. The 
photographer took two real 
photos so the developed film 
would show four negatives­
two with UFOs and two with­
out. "They were designed to 
present substantial inconsis­
tencies that would allow any 
moderately critical investiga­
tor to cast strong suspicion on 
their authenticity," Simpson 
wrote. 

For more than two years, 
the hoax was kept secret while 
UFOologists debated the sup­
posed sighting. 

Correspondence collected 
by Simpson during that time 
indicates inany concluded it 

"If we ever talk to 
[extraterrestrials], it's 
almost certainly going . 
to be through radio 
waves, not through 
personal visits .... " ... · 
- Lee Moiler, B.C. 
Society for Skeptical 
Enquiry · 

wasn't a fake. 
" .. .It is important to be 

aware of the general calibre of 
UFO enthusiasts, even if th~ 
do not appear to have been di­
recdy involved in the case. 
Their irrational thinking is in­
fectious and has frequently 
provided the media with en­
tertaining headlines," he 
wrote. "As a result, certain 
members of the general pub­
lic, on seeing something in the 
sky mat is strange to them, de­
scribe not what they see but 
what th~ think they ought to 
have seen." 

Although both Conway and . 
Jasek argue in equally impor- · 
tant to be skeptical of the 
skeptics, whose agenda is to 
disprove everything, B~er­
stein points out "the burden 
of proof is always on the 
claimant." 

MARK MuRPHY and Diana 
Luca insist they have proof of 
a UFO in their t:tpe, but 
Moller, for one, isn't con­
vinced, after watching a ver­
sion of it posted on the web 

site www.rense.com. 
While Moller doesn't 

doubt the couple's sincerity, . 
he said he's seen a lot of UFO 
photos and movies that look 
similar. He argues that a small, 
shiny object the size of a Fris­
bee or pie plate launched into 
the air could look exacdy like 
what's captured . on film, 
pointing out the object only 
appears to stay in the air for 
about three seconds. The 
shininess suggests it caught 
the light of the setting sun and 
the cigar shape simply comes 
from a change in. the angle 
from which it's viewed. 

Moller suspects the object 
disappears at the'' one third 
mark of the tape simply be­
cause it fell from the sky, per­
haps into a neighbour's yard 
or field. 

a UFO · (or perhaps TIFO, 
Tentatively Identified ... ), but 
not one I am going to lose 
sleep over." 

Murphy, who maintains he 
didn't make the tape to make 
money although he is in 
'~t:tlks" with a producer from 
California, is unmoved by 
critics·, stressing the extreme 
rate of speed the object trav­
elledat. 

"You can hear it in my voice 
how shocked I am. It's not a 
plane, it's not a balloon, it's not 
a bird-that's no transporta­
tion for humans. [Debunkers] 
c:an call me up-Til debate 
any skeptic," he said. "It could 
be the military, it could be 
aliens-who knows? It was 
one of those things where the 
universe opened up and said 
look what's out there." 

Murphy insists he'd love to 
get to the bottom of the mys­
tery and wonders whether 
anyone else in his neighbour­
hood saw something similar. 

Luca said she never be­
lieved in ·extraterrestrial life 
until the August experience. 
"Now, at this point, after I've 
seen it I have this feeling-it 's 
not a belief.:-that it's frcim an­
other world, somedling which 
we don't know, somedling we 
cannot explain with our intel­
ligence or sorpedling we can't 
perceive. 

'1t happened. We caught it 
on tape--that's it." 

"In my view, this is an unre- For irrformatian about 
markable movie," 'he wrote in UFO•Bc or tht sktptics srxiay, 
an e-mail. "Extraordinary chtck . out w:zgw.t(obc.ca tmd 
claims require extraordinary wiuw.smrum.crmzlbcslmda.cgi 
evidence. I . find 'pie plate' · Tht wtb ritt for tht Ho11stim 
more plausible than 'extrater- . B.C. Cmtrt for UFO ~arch, 
restrial,' although I am happy · which can bt rtachtd at 1-250-
to let the whole thirig.remain 845-2189, isatw:ww.*ba:ttfo.com 

SUN, Vancouve.!.!.. B._c., Canada - March 29, 20.04 CR: G. Conway 
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UFO film showing 
FOOTAGE ~f the recent UFO 
sightlrigs over Fleetwood will · 
be shown in public for the first 

Pilot of PM's plane reports close encount~r with UFO 
c 
UJ 

-
0 
~ time at this month's meeting 

0 o . of the Lancashire Aerial Phe­
~ ('II nomena Investigation Society. 
~ ..; The footage captured by Fleet-

CIS C'll wood residents shows the 
ai .ci strange objects which have 
w Lf been shocking people in the 
~ town for three years. · 
UJ The meeting will be held at 
~ The Guard's Club in White· 
" gate Drive, Blackpool at 

8.30pm on Thursday. 

BY JIM BRONSKILL 
OTTAWA- What fate the 

stars hold for Paul Martin may be 
unclear. But one thing's certain: 
Canada's prime minister recent­

·lY had a high-flying close 
encounter with a UFO. · 

Martin and his entourage were 
cruising above Alberta when 
their Challenger jet carne within · 
an otherworldly whisker of a 
luminous object streaking 
through the night sky. 

In a report to Edmonton air-

traffic controllers, the pilot of 
Martin's plane noted seeing a 
"very bright light falling" through 
the air, with smoke trailing, while 
the aircraft passed over Suffield, 
Alta., on Sunday, March 21 , 

People aboard at least two oth~ 
er planes also saw the plummet­
ing object, which was travelling 
"at a very fast rate of speed" from 
a high altitude, says the report. 

A copy of the one-page form, 
titled ''l.Jl10 Procedures," was pro:.. 
vided to the Canadian Press by 

Chris Rutkowski of the Winnipeg­
based group Ufology Research of 
Manitoba. Rutkowski, a longtime 
tracker of UFO sightings, 
obtained the report from the fed­
eral1hmsport Department, which 
routinely forwards him data on 
unidentified flying objects. · 

.Martin travelled to a farm near 
Picture Butte, Alta., to announce 
an aid package for farmers last 
Monday. 

So· was an extraterrestrial envoy 
trying to convey a message to 

Canada's new leader? Unlikely, says 
Rutkowski. What the prime minis­
ter's plane and many others saw 
that night was almost certainty a 
chunk of a comet or an asteroid 
that entered Earth's atmosphere 
and burned up into fragments. · 

An amateur astronomer in Cal­
gary captured the blazing streak 
on videotape: And it appears one 
or more such fireballs were seen 
by people across the Prairies and 
as .far east as Quebec. 

· · Canadian Press 

10 
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Have.· aliens got their 
eyes on · Portsmouth? 

v 
0 
0 
~ Looking for. data on . 
~ UFO incident 
.g Sir • ..:tam trying to c~ntact aS man~ . 
u.. civUians and ex·servicemen who 

.I were serving at Bentwaters and 
-o WOQdbridge during the U_FO crash in 
c 1980. Basically, I was one of the a original investigators irivolv{ng 

BY SUZV AUSTIN 

MOST sightings of UFOs tum out to 
be hoaxes, tricks of light or, in one case, 
a roof being lifted on to a building. 

But. enthusiast Anthony Woods 
claims to have captured comprehensive 
proof of alien life. 

His camcorder film of 200 alleged 
sightings above Portsmouth is being 
hailed 'the greatest daylight UFO 
footage ever seen' . It shows · strange 
orbs and lights in the sky. 

Experts, including Prof Roger Green 
of Warwick University, have ruled out 
digital trickery and UFO Magazine 
was so impressed it has helped Mr · 
Woods release a DVD ·of his footage. 

UFO 
spott~r: 
Anthony 
Woods 

why he saw so many when no one el~ 
had reported sightings. 'What they are 
or where they come from is still very 
much a mystery. I feel very privileged 
that they have appeared to me.but I do 
not feel chosen as such,' he added. 

c Brenda Butler & Dot Street and an 
w author called Jenny Randles who · 

- together wrote a book called 
"fi Skycrash. 
j ·. I am planning to return to . , .. 
a_ W~bridge in February to cotrtp!~te 
- diita for a new documentary on Ule 

Rendlesham UFO Crash, we nave . f3 fresh evidence on the area(s) of the 
::2 site and Col Charles Halt (USAF). 
i= · Anyope who might have 
> nnylnformation rel.ating to Ulis event 
..J can contact me &t 192 Booth Lane 
:;( Middlewlch, Cheshire CWlO OEF or 
Q phone 01606 737687. AU information 
z will be treated in the strictest of · 
< con!ldence. The author is an ex· 
::::; serviceman who is still enclosed 
~ Under the Official Secrets Act. 

< ERIC MORRIS, 
Mr Woods, who claims he flrst saw a 

UFO while playing football as a~ 
eight-year-old, said he did not know 

His DVD will be premiered~,w~k: . 
at the International UFO Congress ih ,. '· 
Nevada before going on sale. ·. ·. ·· . : · Trick. or treat? A UFO sighting captured on Mr Woods' film 

.,_ Middlewlch 
~Cheshire. 

I Strantge:'. lf.g'fflt5Jn sky 
~ reported.by:(esident 
~ ' . ' . . ' - .. 

~ ~ BERl'jl!CE TRICK others. l.t mtived pretcy fast. It's so intensely 
Citizen staff red' ·;~ · · . · · · . · · . · . 

A local resident wants · to }qtow if anyone else · · When ftallam reached home she continued to 
.d has seen fast moving balls of fire i~ the .sky . watch. the sky, and said there were two other 
G> above Prince George in recent months · umqti:e' sitM> ., · · · , : · ~ ' · · · · 
u.. Usa Hallam says she's witnessed the sight on "A.Qqve .Gr~nbrpqk Hill there was a circular 
as three separate occasions ---.,.including Monday, sh~peQ., J;)~ti~: ~~;1f,fh.u;~· that appeared both in 
-o night- as w~ as Aug. 18 and Jan. 31. . . · .· . . front ofb.\id beli:ili:ctthe clouds, and then I saw a 
~ "The first time I .saw this intensely red ball of long,Jectiirigujaihue.ofllght•green light. It re­
as fire was last Aug. 18 above Punchaw Park, just sembleci the,ri.oithern lights, but moved hori­
(.) off N~s Avenue where I liVe," said the 35-yeat- zonfally instead of up and down. My neighbour 

0 old Hallam, who's anxious ·to know if anyone saW:~ate .O:ai'is~ap~d hue, ci.Iso." · . 
ai else has seen the light. · . . . Tl}afsifflj~~ay; Usa's mother, Cheryll Hallam, 

"It moved up, left and right, sometimes. hov- · . said the f4~ql}:oJtics "went wonky" again. 
g ered, artd would disappear and then. reappear a . G~. ~e!f~:yj:t¢-P.:eside~t of the Prince George 

0 distance away. There .was never any sound," ~trOiioiiDChl S~aety; send there has been no re­
G> said Hallam, describing the object's size as · portS of th~ light5 .described by Hallam. . . 
" about four times the size of the bright~st star in . "Rigbf noW Venus is. brilliant due to its loca­
~ the sky. . . . . . ti!Jn~iD. its orbit high in the western sky. It 
.: "I knew it wasn't Mars because · it was located · sparkles like Je\Yel;" said Self;.who said he never 
ct ·behind me:' said Hallam. dis~dits reports. by people, but ~stead, tries 

She said another strange thing at the time to eXplain the likely caus~ . . · 
Z was the electronics in her home "started acting · Self ~;lid there are many explanations for 
~ funny. We'd lose the · TV. signal and the. screen lightS hj the sky~ refracted light from aircraft, 
i= would go green, and the VCR and DVD player electrical phenomenon in the sky, fireballs, me­
() turned themselves on and off," said Hallam, teorites, .an:d electrical discharges from ,time to 

who's a CNC student. • . . · time. . · .. · · · · 
"I saw the·light again Jan. 31. l"t};lought I was UFO expert Brian Vike of Houston said: "I 

losing my mind; so. thank goodness my mother have no explanation for. the sighting, but I'm 
saw it, too. · · ' go mg. to check out a few things regarding it and 

"(On Monday) night I was coming home a few more sigbtings in the Prince George 
about 6:30 p.m. along Rainbow Drive and there area.'~. . · · · . · · 
it was again, travelling northwest above Cran- .· Vlke can be contacted toll free at'l-866-262-
brook Hill acting in the same manner as the 1989.' · . · · 

v 
0 
0 

· ~ 

GET ONLINE WITH THE DORSET ECHO: www.thisisdorset.net 

~ Troggs' Reg to front UFO bash 
~ TICKETS ·cor an annual con­

ference on some of the 
=:! world's mysteries are still 

1 available organisers said 
, toda~ · 
c Reg Presley will be the 
~ keynote speaker at Dorches­
g' ter's . annual spring confer­
W ence on mysteries. 

Best qown as a member of tf The · 'froggs, whose hits 
en illclucij!CI Love is All Around 
0 and Wild Thing, the 1960s pop 
c star bas spent the last few 

y~ara probing some of the 
0 VK'• and world's unexplained 
::t: phenomena. 
(.) His research culm.lJiated in 
w the publication· of a book -

- Wild 1'h1np They Don't Tell 
Us - and will be the focus of 
his lecture at the annual con· 
ference on April 4. 

David Kinpton, orianiser of 
the conference, which is now 
in its ninth year, said: "Reg 
walked into a crop formation 

By GILL JENKINS 

and it changed his life forever. 
Through remarkable meet­
ings with crop circle and UFO 
investigators, eyewitnesses, 
military personnel, scientists, 
astronomers and astronauts, 
among others, Reg was to dis­
cover a world beyond any. 
thing he had ever 
experienced. 

"A world of strange patterns 
in corn fields, inexplicable 
craft shooting through our 
·skies, of alien abduction, his­
torical anomalies, sup· 
pressed information and of 
establishment denial and dis­
information. 

"Reg has spent the past 12 
years questioning, conducting 
experiments, attending con­
ferences, taking part in sky· 
watches, holding debates, 
analysing, testing, seeking 

and · researching. Tickets are 
available to see Reg and other 
speakers including Philip 
Mantel with an Alien Autopsy 
Update, Busty Taylor with a 

-:talk which will examine 
whether there is a connection 
between unidentified flying 
objects and crop circles." 

Mr Kingston, of Martins­
town; will talk on the power 
of positive thought. 

He . said: "The annual 
Dorchester Conference on 
UneXplained Mysteries, cover­
ing topics such as UFOs, crop 
circles and government con· 
spiracles has grown tremen­
dously in popularit~" 

Tickets for the event, to be 
held 1n the Corn Exchange, 
Dorchester, on April 4 are 
now on sale, telephone ·01305 
8300~7, or write, enclosing an 
SAE, to 26 Rex Lane, 
Chickerell, Dorset, DT3 4AY. 

w 
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Houston ·resident 
busy researching 
sigh~ings in sky 

by PAUL STRICKLAND 
Citizen staff 

A Houston man who researches celeStial phenomena says 
a number of unexplained objects have appeared in the night 
sky over Prince George and the Northern Interior in recent 
years. · · 

Brian Vike hopes local residents Will phone his toll-free 
line, 1-$66-262-198<?, to report any unusual sightings. 

Vike owns and operates HBCC UFO Research (HBCC 
stands for Houston, B.C., Canada), which he established in 
2000. He says the number of reports of unexplained night­
sky phenomena has increased dramaticcilly since 2002. · 

"There is no doubt something is happening in our skies," 
he said. "P;lrticularly in t4e last two months. there have been 
aJot 9f strange things." . 
· · VJ.ke said a Prince George resident reported a red ball of 
light just west of the city Jan. 30 around 9:30p.m. · 

"The first time it rose from behipd trees, and then it 
moved to the west' and hovered above the trees," he said. 
"Afterwards it jumped higher qUite sudderil.y, took off for 
the West and made a curving motion. 

"She said that, being so close, they thought it might be a 
helicopter, but it made no noise," Vike said. Another resi­
dent called around the same time to report exacdy the same 
phenomenon, he added. . · 

·other Prince George residentS saw· a ball' of light over the 
industrial area east of the downtown core the evening of 
Jan. 29. "It flew over and split in two," Vike said. "Each part 
went in a qu£erent dire¢on.'' 

This week a city resident near First ·and Tabor told The 
Citizen she and four friends saw two large orange objects in 
the northern night sky Jan. 31 around 10 p.m. After five or 
10 minutes they moved slightly apart, one more slowly than 
the, other. The first one disappeared fairly quickly into 
clouds afterwards, while the other moved out more slowly 
and faded off. · 

About a month and a half ago, Prince G·eorge residents 
phoned about a possible meteor, Vike said. "It was a really 
good fireball streaking across the sky just west of Prince," he 
said. "It was blue and left a long bright trail behind it. It lit 
up quite an area as,.it travelled through." 
· Another incident-occirrred in the city about a month ago. 

A resident was standing by the Future Shop looking west 
just after the sky had turned dark. For two minutes the re5i· 
dent saw a large flame, such as from a jet afterburn, but 
they didn't see any aircraft anywhere. 

Last fall a Quesnel resident driving north towards Prince 
George saw an oval-shaped light from Highway 97 between 
the two communities. 

"In the last while dozens of people in Prince George have · 
seen unusual phenomena," he said. · 

Reports of sightings may also be faxed to Vike at (250) 
845-2189 ore-mailed to hbccufo@telus.net. 
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UFO mystery on film 
By Andrew Clarke, Arts Editor 
·roiic"E"T ·rii~"i(i'iles." ii>swicii:iiase<i ..... 
film and theatre company Red Rose 
Chain are currently developing a full 
length feature fllm of the alleged UFO 
encounter at RAF Woodbridge just 
after Christmas 1980. 

Entitled Eastgate, after the base 
entrance which featured so heavily in 
the close encounter, the ftlm has been 
in development for the last year. .It 
started life as a piece of open-air 
theatre in Rendlesham Forest three 
years ago. 

Director and co-writer Joanna 
Carrick said she immediately spotted 
the potential for a full-length feature 
fl..lm and has been seriouslY preparing 
it for the past 12 months. 

Jo, producer David Newborn and the 
rest of Red Rose Chain have landed 
awards for their two short films which 
have also been adapted from their 
stage work. Mouing On Up, shot in 
early 2000, told the tale of an adopted 
boy defying peer pressure to become a 
ballet dancer rather than join the 
Army. This was followed last year by 
Valentine's Day, a short fl..lm shot on 
35mm, which explored the internal 
politics of a school which wanted to 
exclude a troubled boy for the duration 
of a visit by school inspectors but the 
boy's r ight to be in 
school was 
defended by 
his teacher Mr 
Valentine, 
played by Red 
Rose Chain 
regular Jimmy 
Grimes. 

Producer and 
co-writer David CLOSE ENCOUNTER: Storyboards for Eastgate, a proposed film of a UFO Incident In Rendlesham Forest 
~~~~;J' said David Newborn, the fllm's producer, lights in the sky". If Eastgate is hopefully may even be the Landmark 
developed the 
synopsis and 
storyboards for 
the new film and 

is delighted to have been singled out. selected as one of the three · East project should help people invest 
"The application was a real team effort competition winners, Red Rose Chain in the fllm." 

Landmark 
East competition. The judging panel 

selected the film for the shortlist of 12 
projects from an entry of 234 
proposals. 

and being shortlisted has given the will receive development funding so He said the film would be lighter in 

were currently writing tll.e frrst draft of 
the script. The expected budget for the · 
movie will be in the region of £4 
million. "lt's a·huge leap from a short 
film to a full blooded feature but its one 
we feel confident to make." 

project a real boost. The UFO sightings that the company can complete the tone than their previous two works-
have fascinated people for nearly 25 script and seek production funding for · both of which were directed by Jo 
years and we believe the fllm could the film to become a lasting landmark Carrick and used professional crews. 
keep people talking about it for for the East of England. "The central idea behind the fllm is 

Joanna Carrick said: "If you 
consider your favourite fllms they 
often have grea,t sense of location. 
Eastgate has the potential to do for the 
East of England what Notting Hill did 
for West London." 

another 25". David Newborn added: "We will be why do people search for strange lights 

He said th~y were greatly heartened 
by the fact that the Eastgate film has 
been shortlisted for the prestigious 

The fllm focuses on the American approaching people like The Film in the sky, why are we so fascinated by 
air base at RAF Bentwaters in Suffolk Council and Working Title for the the idea of life on other planets and 
and centres its plot around a financing for the rum. The fact that what our reactions would be if we 
Christmas dinner party, memories of Eastgate was shortlisted for the finally got to meet people from another 
past loves and stories of "strange Landmark East competition and world." 

STAR, St. Helens, England - Dec. 4, 2003 !MYStery 
~ of two 
i'UFO' 
(sightings 

Did UFO land 
in Rain 
Story by ANDREW KILMURRAY 

THE mystery surrounding an apparent 
sighting of a UFO above a power station 
25 years ago deepened further this week 
when an amateur radio operator raised 
the possibility the 'light In the sky' 
actually landed In a local farmer's field. 

Robert Bennett revealed how in January 1978 
he sat for five hours in his liVing room with three 
policemen, listening over the wires as 
enthusiasts and police tracked the craft across St 
Helens. 

He claims that from conversations he heard 
between officers in his Nutgrove home and those 
on the ground, the . UFO actually landed on a 
·field in Rainhill. 

The 71-year-old came forward with his version 
of events after fonner St Helens journalist, Ian 
Brandes, wrote in the Star of how the mysterious 
sighting had recently been logged in a X-Files 
style police database. 

Ian revealed how Detective Constable Gary 
Heseltine had officially entered the sighting 
above Bold Power Station in the Police Reporting 
UFO sightings logging system. 

Hovered 
The serving officer with the British Transport 

Police in the South of England, who founded the 
unique log, says the St Helens si~hting is classed 
as a sighting of major "Defence S1~ificance". 

DC Heseltine even says ther~ is excellent 
circumstantial evidence that the_..-craft, said to 
have hovered over the power ·s~~Apn before 
shooting away at speed, was a genui~•UFO . 

Now, 71-year-old Robert Bennett, a former 
maintenance worker at the old Varley's Foundry 
on Atl11-s Street, Fingerpost, has come forward to 
add his side of the story. 

Radio ham reveals 
how he helped 
track 'alien craft' 
25 years ago 

Aged 46, back then , Mr Bennett .says he was 
operating his radio when he picked up a message 
from the president of the Liverpool UFO society. 
The ET enthusiast asked Mr Bennett to phone the 
police and explain the goings on. 

Mr Bennett, who was with wife Jean in his 
house, said: "With a bit of scepticism I phoned the 
St Helens police and told them I had just had a 
radio call about a UFO sighting. Everything went 
hush, hush on the phone and then they said they 
were sending someone up straight away. 

"Three officers, 
one who I ' think 
was high-ranking, 
arrived at about 
10.15pm • and 
stayed until _{'-bout 
3am." 

During the small 
hours he was 
instructed to relay 
messages to the 
radio amateurs 
chasing "the craft, 
but also listened as 
police talked · via 
radio with officers 
also on the object's 
trail. 

He added: "From 
what I heard there 
were officers in ·the 

f:ra~rtlgb;li~~~ou 
did land in a field 
in Rainhill and two 
police officers, a PC 
and a WPC were 20 
yards away from it 
when it started to 
take off." 

Mystery 
The incident is 

now chronicled as 
No.44 in the 
database, that 
contains 84 official 
sightings of UFOs 
between 1950 and 
2002. 

However, what 
did' hover above the 
power station that 
night still remains 
a mystery to the 
pensioner who says 
"he has ·no ·idea 
what it might have 
been". He says, 
though, that after 
20 years he can 
finally tell the story 
that "died and 

~;;.a.~irh:Fe:o~ 
people thinking he 
is "ready for ..;~li!e 
outhouse". ... · , .. · 

U) 

~ by Terl Jones 
Z LOOK deep into the night sky above 
<!J Bolton and amid the stars and the 
z moon you may spot something a lit­z Ue bit unusual ... 
~ Over the past month there have been 
w two reported UFO sightings ·above Riv-

ington and they have spooked the 
experts. · 

The Bolton UFO Society is appealing 
for people to report any unusual 
sightings. 

On Wednesday at Spm, a man saw an 
object in the sky above Rivington, 
between the Pike and the Chinese Gar­
dens. 

He was driving across Belmont and 
immediately contacted Phil Catterall, 
chair of the Horwicli-based society, 
describing the object as two flying circles 
of light, one inside the other, rotating in 
opposite directions. 

Four weeks ago a woman in Adlington 
reported seeing a similar sight over Win­
ter Hill as she opened her bedroom cur­
tains at 6.30am. 

Mr Catterall said: "I have had sightings 
reported to me before in that area, but 
never like this. This is definitely different 
and I intend to look into it. 

"The society has been going for apout 
eight years and has had numerous sight­
ings reported, especially in the Rivington 
and Winter Hill area, but most cases 
remain a mystery." 

Anyone who has seen anything similar 
in recent weeks is asked to contact Phil 
Catterall at the Bolton UFO Society on 
01204 699879. 
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:Airport and military 
deny responsibility for giant triangular craft in skies 

CLOSE ENCOUNTER : Steve Culshaw near the site where he spotted a UFO on Sunday. Electronic wizardry by _chief photographer Tony Clixby gives an 
impression of how the mystery object appeared. Picture by VICTORIA TETLEY VT02032004UF0-001 

Mystery 
surrounds 
UFO 
sighting 

:by DAVID HOLMES chief reporter . 

IS it a bird? Is it a plane? Or is this 
UFO an· alien craft which has 
pi~ked up episodes of Hollyoaks 
and come to visit the real-life 
inhabitants? 

Whatever the origins of the visual phe­
nomenon, it was spotted In the skies 
above Blacon by Steve Culshaw and his 
partner Erika about llpm on Sunday. 

Both d~ it as a black triangle with 
white Ughts In each corner and a red tight 
in the middle. which was just a few 
hundree feet up. The noise was Uke a loud 
drone unlike any normal aircraft sound. 

The craft. which was said to look bigger 
than an airliner. came from the Huncorn 
direction. hovered over Blacon, and then 
darted ofT towards Queensferry. 

UFO experts say it bears a striking 
similarity to other sightings across th<> 
North West They speculate it is an ex­
,perimental military aircraft which is be· 

in~~:~\~~U~~vr~'F~wler Road, Biacon, 
.said: 'My girlfriend was in the kitchen. We 
were just going to go to bed and then she 

: 'I went outside Into the back garden and 
'it was 300ft above my head. l.thought 'Oh 
.my God'. I could see lots of Ugtus: Tt went 
between the high rise blocks. It was a 
.triangle shape with three Ughts - one in 
·:each comer- and a red one in the 'middle. 
:It was making a hwnmlng noise; It went 
:round the front of the house and tht>n 

:t.o~ar~~~~~f:ind~~ the flight . th for · 
:Hawarden airfield, which was ciooed· at 
-the time, and sc~>.s lots of aircraft but does 
·not believe this was a plane. . ·. · 
· 'No way. The shape was totally .dllT~Jrt 
.1 see lot~ qf. planes coming over With 
tights. This was totally different,' said Mv 
Culshaw, although he admits. at the tin'e, · 
the thought crossed his mind it could ~ 
US Airforcc StP.alth aircraft. · 
• Me Culshaw, a volunteer at the WeU 
Blacon holistic therapy centre, said he 
was not frightened but 'fascinated' by 
what he saw. 

'I was In the Anny 24 years.' said Steve. 
~ pretty grounded and I'm used L? 
obsen1ng things. As ·It moved nway It 
reminded me of a Stealth but it was· 

said 'Look at that 

~k:.~ ~~~asin\;::;, 'I see lots of -planes 
way, In the dis- comin·g over with 
tance. We were 

~ar~gR::rn.~~ lights. I see the big 
was sat there for Beluga. This 'WaS 
·ages. . 

~trucs~~t.~ 1 a ~::~ totally diHerent' 
·It was too briglll ·--------ST·M-C•U•LSH.A:-W 'The Ught was . 
nearly touching the ground. Then·it ~- moving tOo slowly, unless they've got new; 
ted to move and got closer'an<t clbser. · technology which can make it hove~.' . ! 

'The closest thing·! can relate the noise 
to was in the Army. \Vith radar we had 
silent generators to keep the noise down. 
It sounded a bit like that' 

His parmer Erika Tetley said: 'I Ll10ught 
it was a star at flrst but it was ma~sive nnd 
reaUy low down. 

'I said "Come and look at this star, it's 
massive". Then it moved very, very, 
slowly. next it staned to speed up. It wa~ 
reaUy low and going over our heads. 

'I don't think it was an aeroplane. I've 
seen plenty of planes going to Aerospace 
but the shape was d.iJTerent, like a tri­
angle, but the ends were not pointed but 

_r~~d:~~ the pair or them must have : 
watched the craft. which made a 'loud · 
hum', for about 10 minutes in total. 
.. U~O investigator Dave Sadler, an air­

craft engineer at British Aerospace at 
Broughton who is also a leading membe1· 
of the Para.Sdence organisation, believes 

the 'triangle' sight­
ing was or a pro-
~~~ military air-

Hr. said: 'It's not 
unusual in this 
area. I'm involved 
\~ith UFO studi!'.~ 
and within the 
!\orth West, from 
J>mston down to 
Manchester, there: 
have been sight-

. :::~~v;.~~i~~~~~~c~11im1e~~ ~~~n;~.)(). 1 

- Mr Sadler, who Uves In Ellcsmr.re Port, 
added: 'A sinillar issue came up with the 
Eurofighter. Back in the 90s nobody knew 
what it was.' · 

About six months ago he received re­
ports of another triangular object, but 
wjthout lights. which was spotted at Tar­
parley. He said the most recent report of a 
UFO prior to this was an unusual tight 
over Pensby, WUTal, last Thursday. 

An air traffic controller at Hawarden 
Airport dismissed the possibility the UFO 
was anything to do with them, explaining 
that the airfield had been closed frum 
4pm that day. He suggested: 'It could huve 
been an optical illusion. You can ~et them 
ut night. It could be an aircrafts head· 
lights or something.' 

A spokesman for the Civil Aviation Au­
thority. which regulates civilian flights, 
pa.-;.~ed the enquiry onto his military col­
leagues. 

He said: 'I'm only speculating but it 
sounds like an F117 Stealth figpter.' He 

said talk of experimental 
aircraft was 'fanciful'. 

Ministry of Defence 
spokeswoman Caroline 
Edie said: 'I don't doubt 
what L~ being said. But at 
23.00 on Sunday night I 
can be almost 99% positive 
it would not be a military 
aircraft.' 

A US Airforce spokeswo­
man said: 'I checked with 
both bases and no-one was 
doing any night llying un 
Sunday at 23.00 on 29th 
February, so you can rule 
out Ll1e United States Air­
forc:n.' 

~Flash 
! in sky 
&f sparks 
"0 

~UFO 
c 

; theory 
i A CITY pensioner is 
U hoping someone can 
0 shed light on a gigantic 

31: flash across the sky 
over his house which 

Cl) caused his radio to lose 

LIJ
;!I: its channels. 

john Reynolds, who 
Z lives in StJohn's with 
c, his wife Margaret, said 
z he Wa.s stunned by the z phenomenon, which 
LIJ happened at around 
> lOpm on Wednesday 
LIJ evening . 

"I was putting milk. 
bottles out for the next 
morning, and I saw the 
whole sky light up like 
a gigantic explosion," 
said the 63-year-old. 

"I thought it was a 
bomb because it was so 
vivid, I've never seen 
anything like it before. 

"It lit up into a yellow 
colour like a sheet of 
lightning, but it was so 
white that I thought it 
wasn't lightning. 

"When I came back in 
the house my CD and 
radio player was going 
berserk, and we have 
now lost every channel 
on the radio." 

Mr Reynolds, who 
works as a printing 

agent, said he saw a 
friend the following 
day who had a similar 
experience at his St 
John's home. 

"He was in the 
shower at lOpm the 
same night and the 
water went off for a 
few seconds," said the 
father of two. 

"This man's central 
heating had a clock, 

· which has now gone 
i wron~." 

Thunder 

Worcester police said 
they had not had any 
calls reporting unusual 
lights over StJohn's. 

Evening News 
weathennan, Paul 
Damar! said there was 
no thunder and 
lightning in the area. at 
the time. 

"No-one has reported 
anything unusual to 
me," he said. 

Michael Soper, 
spokesman for Contact 
International, which 
collects and analyses 
data on UFO and crop 
circle reports, said he 
had no idea what could 
have caused the 
gigantic flash, and did 
not class the incident 
as a UFO sighting. 
"If there had been 

several flashes I would 
have wondered if it was 
a covert signalling 
system," he said. 
• Did you see anything 
on Wednesday night? 
Perhaps you have a 
suggestion as to what 
the light might have 
been. If you have, 
contact the newsroom 
on 01905 742256 or 
alternatively e-mail: 
ef@thisisworcester .co. uk 

tONTACT POINT 
.ftflv.e, yo~ seen a UF,O above Blacon or 
anywhere else? YoU: can contact us in a number 
of ways. ' . . 
l'l'> PHONE: Chester Newsdesk on 01244 
.606416. 
~ FAX: 01244 606496 
~· EMAIL: newsroom@ cheshirenews.co.uk 
;;,; POST: Chester Newsdesk, The· Chronicle, . 
thronicle House, Commonhall Street, Chester : 
CH12AA. . . 
Alternatively you can visit our website at 
lccheshireonline.co.uk wh~re. you can posi 
messages or:a our message board tJ:Iat will also 
be passed on to the newsd&sk. 
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POST, Yorkshire, England- March 1 o. 2004 ~ byTONYRICHARDSON s· trangg_ 
~ Herald Reporter 

.d THE Herald has been in-
~ undated with calls from Ply- . s•lgh· t•ln·g~ 
-g mothians i.daiming to h~ve 
! spotted cy'Os after see1ng 
! yest~rday~s stunning pic- . . abo·. ve Cl•ty 

UFO magazine folds 
after editor's death 

£ tures of ~ a strange phe-
~ nomenon ~the sky above St 
~ Budeaux. \ · k 1• 
a. .. People rang to report their close s y In e 
0~ encounters with unexplained lights · ~ . 
_,c( and flying objects; some from up to from an ubstairs window of hl's 
a: 20 years ago - others spotted JUSt home in St udeaux. 
~ this week. · 
<!J Student Paul Burt, from Lower Yesterday Mr Nicholls, 52, told 
~ Compton, was astonished yester- the Herald: "I always thought peo­
ffi day when an. ear~y morning call of ple who saw UFOs were a bit loopy. 
> nature turned mto a . close en- I see things differently now and I 
W counter of the first kind. · keep finding myself ·looking up at 

"It was about 5.30am and I was on the sky. 
my way to the tOilet," said Paul. "At first I was a bit nervous about 

"Out of the stairway . window I people thinking I was strange. B.u t I 
saw this weird light up in the sky, can't help what appeared in the 
which stopped me dead in my 
tracks. As I watched, it suddenly picture." 

-·. 

Dave Clarke 

A YORKSHIRE-based maga­
zine devoted to Unidentified 
Flying Objects and extrater­
restrial life is to close after 
the sudden death of its editor. 

Graham Birdsall, a world 
authority on UFOs, died aged 
49 in St James 's Hospital, 
Leeds, last September from a 
brain haemorrhage after he 
was taken ·ill at his home in 
Colton, east Leeds. He left a 
wife and three daughters. 

Graham Birdsall: World 
authority on UFOs. 

changed colour and shot upwards. Bob Boyd, chairman of the · Ply­
Then it kind of erupted and sprayed mouth · UFO Research Group, de­
out all different colours. scribed Mr Nicholls's photograph as 

"I don't know what I saw, but 'one of the five best I've seen in 25 
aeroplanes and helicopters just · · years'. Yesterday he told the Her­
don't do that." · · ald: 'This is going to be a famous 

With younger brother Mark 
he founded in the early 1980s 
the news stand magazine 
empire, based at Stourton in 
south Leeds, which published 
UFO MagaziTU?. 

The magazine went on to 
become the world's best-sell­
ing UFO publication, with a 
readership measured in the 
tens of thousands. It also 
staged an annual conference 
in Leeds. 

turing on the subject to 
enthusiasts and frequently 
appeared on TV to discuss 
the latest ·sightings. 

And postman Robert Buckham, image!" · 
from Laira, reported seeing a bright But UFO expert Dr David Clarke, 
white light making its way across who writes a UFO column for the 
the sky above Plymouth Sound dur- · 

'rhe family continued to 
publish the magazine after 
his death with help from his 
son-in-law Russell Callaghan, 
who took over as editor. 

ing his round on Tuesday morning. Fortean Times magazine, said: 
"It was about 3.50am," he said. "It "People have an image of UFOs in 

seemed to have a tail, and it was their heads from TV and films , so 
travelling really fast." when they see anything odd on film 

The amazing images which have .· they jump to conclusions. Digital 
captured th~ public imagination cameras are known for conjuring up . 
were captured accidentally by a.m- strange images. That, combined 
ateur photographer John Nicholls .. with the fact -this man didn't see 
when he was trying out his new ·. anything at the time, makes me a 
digital camera. He took the pictures little suspicious." 

Mr Birdsall became fasci­
nated by UFOs in 1967 when 
as a . boy he saw a strange 
object in the sky from the 
garden of his horne in Leeds. 

He travelled the world lee-

But yesterday Mr Birdsall's 
widow Christine announced 
that the latest issue of the 
magazine, produced by Quest 
Publications In tern a tiona! 
Ltd, would be the last. 

TRANSLATIONS 
[The following translations are all courtesy of Scott Corrales and the Institute for 
Hispanic Ufology, with translation copyright being retained. Credit for Individual 
contributors will be g1ven at the end of each article. All articles are from South 

American and other Spanish-language newspapers and media sources.] 

March 19, 2004- Extra. San Jose, Costa Rica - CHUPACABRAS EXSANGUINATES HENS IN SAN 
RAMON - Several groups of dead hens were bled dry in the backyard of the. Rodriguez household. A 
nocturnal Chupacabras attack took place last Tuesday night in a chicken coop owned by Gonzalo Rodriguez 
of San Juan de San Ramon, Ajuela Province, Costa Rica. 

Nearly 20 beautiful, plump hens--the type that takes pride in laying large eggs··were found dead and 
without a trace of bloodJ bearing twin puncture marks on their backs. The birds were completely dry. 

It was late at night when Rodriguez heard strange noises and a ruckus coming from the henhouse on his 
property--a commotion that was far from being normal. He decided to send his son to check with a flashlight to 
make sure thieves weren't at work. 

The youth obeyed his father and, flashlight in hand, approached the large henhouse stealthily, becoming 
terrified upon seeing a strange black animal, standing some 40 em. tan and resemb1ing a small dog with a 1ong 
tail and standing on two legs. He recalls, among what little he. was able to see through the flashlight's beam,. 
that the animal had a very long tongue. Upon seeing the light, the creature fled into the vegetation, skillfuffy 
leaping over a wall. 

An inspection of the henhouse revealed that twenty hens had been slain. Police authorities of the nearby 
town of San Ramon were notified and officer Marcos Hernandez reported to the scene to corroborate not only 
Gonzalo Rodriguez•s account. but the testimony of frightened neighbors. 

The officer was able to ascertain that several .. bunches" of dead hens lay near the property's fence. The 
birds were whole and the only sign of damage to them were the two small holes on its back, through which it is 
presumed that the strange assailant drove its fangs to remove or suck their blood. 

Witnesses immediately ascribed the blame for the chicken slayings to the legendary. sinister and 
mysterious creature known throughout Mesoamerica as the Chupacabras. 

What occurred two nights ago at the Rodriguez henhouse was immediately associated with an earlier, 
similar event, in which dead sheep had been found with the same characteristics: twin puncture marks on their 
necks or back and not a single drop of blood. . 

Two days ago, at the same site and to eliminate any questions, Luis Morun and Luis Angulo. neighbors of 
the Rodriguez family, butchered each of the animals to insure that the birds were totally dry and without a drop 
of blood. · 

Neighbors have rejected the possibility that a weaseiJ wolf or hen-killing predator such as a fox coutd be 
involved. What startled them most is that formerly one or two hens would vanish--now twenty did so at the 
same time. -CAE OtT: Gloria Coluchi 14 



March 22. 2004- La Manana, Cordoba, Argentina -ARGENTINA: THE MONTE MAIZ PHANTOM -
(Note: students of ufology may recognize Monte Maiz as the scene of the Eugenio Douglass CE3K some 40 
years ago, one of the most spectacular cases in South American saucer lore. There are certain points of 
contact between the following story and "Springheet Jack" events --SC) 

A silhouette of a man who walks on rooftops, drags heavy chains and makes strange noises turned into a 
disquieting "phantom" that has made residents of Monte Maiz restless. As is common in these cases, the 
accounts of those who claim havin9. seen or heard this ghostly shade, spr~ad by word of mouth and event­
ually reach local police authorities wathout the persons who claim having undergone the experience ever being 
identified. Opimons on the phantom are diametrically opposed, since some claim having seen Ha figure 
standing over 2 meters tall, dressed in black and with spectacular agility" while others say it•s all imagination. 
Journalist Carlos Maldoni has not hesitated to say that the culprit "is a foolish or stupid person in disguise, with 
a face mask, red eyes and white cape over his shoulders, who ventures out at night to terrify women living 
alone." Police authorities, in any event, are patrolling the streets and listening to the stories of the terrified 
residents. 

The peace of this 9000-inhabitant locality in the department of Union was ;nterrupted in the past three 
weeks by a strange creature who wanders the night to terrify residents. It is seen in outlying neighborhoods 
close to the city limits, where people wait for sunset to shut themselves in their homes under lock and key. 

The residents call it '1he phantom." Those who have seen it say that it is a young person, very tall and 
slim, with red eyes. lt dresses in white, sometimes black and others grey. Always wears a hat and covers its 
face with a mask or hood. · · · 

The sounds on the rooftops begin after 21 :00 hours, as do the cans to the police. Residents claim that it 
walks on the roof, shuffles and runs, drags chains, scratches at windows and bangs at doors. It doesn't speak 
or yell--it has only been heard to laugh in the dark or whistle; some claim having heard it imitate the howling of a 
dog. . 

One of the characteristics that tocals agree on is the creature's agility. "They say it runs swtftly and jumps 
over barbed wire fencin~ and walls without touching them," according to ·concerned neighbors. Its agility has 
made law enforcement s tasks all the harder, since the person runs and vanishes into the pasturelands 
surrounding the town. Police say it appears to have no intention to commit burglary--only to frighten. "1t's a 
sick person that's causing residents of Monte Maiz to lose their sleep,n said Sheriff Jorge Vavas. 

The sheriff added: "Given its m.o., we suspect {the phantom] to be two youths with a thorough 
knowledge of the town and the community. [The phantom] moves very quickly and can be in two different 
neighborhoods within minutes. It knows which homes to upset and chooses those with single women." 

In Monte Maiz~ the popular imagination is fed hourly with a new story and a different version of the 
events. There is talk of a phantom, supernatural doings and special powers are ascribed to the person. The 
lack of answers from the police has fed the legend. 

Police units scoured the area at night and reconnoitered the outlying neighborhoods. Since the police force 
is small~ they have had collaboration from municipal workers and volunteer firemen. Neighborhood_ watch 
groups have also formed to spend the nights awake waiting for "the phantom .. to appear. They satly forth with 
clubs and some weapons, which is of concern to policemen. They spend the nights awake defending their 
homes. 

Eyewitness accounts follow: 
Ivana Molina: "I went out to the yard and saw a man dancingJ whistling and slapping his hands. The 

neighbors heard similar noises. The next day, 1 went out and the same man tried to grab me. 1 ran into the 
house and phoned the police. It banged on our bedroom window and wrote 'mueres' ['you will die'] with its 
finger." · · 

Oscar Gonzatez: "I was standing in the yard and saw a shadow wa1king afong. I could see its red eyes. 
We went out with another fellow to find it and {the phantom] jumped into the neighbor's yard. It was dressed in 
white. On the following day it whistled at us again. We went out to chase it and it vanished." . 

Veronica Bertrando: "My husband saw it as it crossed the patio. He says it was dressed in grey with a 
hood over its head. When it went by, the dog barked, my husband went outside and it took off running. He 
tried to find it, but couldn, find it. ·{The phantom) hides in such a way that no one can find it." 

1n a report to Radio Mitre in the city of Buenos Aires, Sheriff Vivas reported that the alleged phantom has 
the following characteristics: 

-1.8 to 1.9 meters tall 
-dresses in black 
-white face (possibily a mask) 
-black hat (some describe it as a gaucho hat) 
-movements are generally silent 
-extreme agility: jumps over fences, walls and climbs up trees with ease--normally appears 

between 21 :30 and 03:00 hours 
CREDIT: Christian Quintero~ Planeta UFO 

March 22~ 2004 -- http:llwww.tabascohoy.com.mxAhlnuevolnotaslnotas.php?nid=48102 
ARGENTINA: UFO OVER THE RIVER PLATE- An unidentified flying object that "shone and swirled" 
hovered for a few minutes on the early hours of Monday morning over the waters of the River Plate (Rio de Ia 
Plata) not far from this city, according to the Argentinean Air Force (AAF) based on several accounts from 
eyewitnesses who phoned in their reports. 

Commodore Guillermo Losada, the press officer of said force, underlined that "several phone calls" were 
received which alerted the presence of this UFO. He added that its existence coutd not be officially confirmed 
"through the air traffic controllers (of the metropolitan airport) or through any pilot testimony," since there were 
no flights in the vicinity at the time. 

"There has apparently been some sort of sighting, but we cannot confirm the type of object seen, .. added 
Losada in a press conference. 

Losada noted that the eyewitness testimony .. drew our attention" and added that "one must never dismiss 
out of hand what might prove to be a phenomenon worthy of study." 

"The locals coincided in that it was a shining, swirling flying object that remained thus for several minutes 
before vanishing," added the spokesman.- CREDIT: Gloria Coluchi 

March 23, 2004- lndnoticias.com- ARGENTINA: UFO OVER BUENOS AIRES - An Unidentified 
Flying Object (UFO) was reported this morning in the vicinty of the coastal highway of the Argentinean capital. 

Several eyewitnesses claim having seen a luminous object that changed colors incessantly and flew over 
the River Plate (Rio de Ia Plata). This object was followed by a second one that vanished a few seconds 
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later. Subsequently, witnesses claimed having seen it over the town of Moron. (LND Noticias)- CREDIT: 
Gloria Coluchi 

March 28l 2004- Fundacion Cosmos. A. C. -STRANGE FORMATIONS FOUND IN NUEVO LEON 
(Mexico] FIELDS- According to information,·published in the State edition of the Reforma newspaper on 
March 26J 2004. some strange crop formations were found in fields near the city of Cadereyta in the state of 
Nuevo Leon. 

Up to now we have only had knowledge of the event. However, the details will be made known shortfy, 
since upon observing the photo appearing in the newspaperJ we realized that the depressed areas are very 
simUar to the ones appearing in British fields and Whose formation and design is extraordinamy beautiful. No 
definite contour can be appreciated in these strange markings, but the fact remains that they are very similar to 
the ones recorded in other parts of our country in early 2003~ such as Los Mochis. Ciudad Obregon and the 
state of Moretos. 

We shall be on the lookout for any new developments in these formations, which have startled farmers in 
the locality of Cadereyta. - CREDIT: Marco Reynoso. Fundacion Cosmos 

March 29, 2004- http.1/www.eladelanto.comlnoticiaslnoticia.asp- THEOLOGY SEES E.T. LIFE AS 
COMP AT1BLE W-ITH GOD - Vicente C~afer says it would be an error to believe that we are alone .­
Theolo~y considers the existence of extraterrestrial life and Biblical doctrine as being compatible, said 
theologian Vicente Chafer yesterday. 

According to his theory, ""it would be a delusion of grandeur to think that we are alone in the universe." 
adding that the Bible "already speaks of other inhabited worlds, but does not explain them as it is centered on 
terrestrial life." 

Chafer has adapted Catholic doctrine to scientific and space discoveries having to do with the universe 
and acknowledges the existence of over "200,000 galaxies, each containing over 100,000 suns. We are but a 
mote of dust in this immensity," he says. . 

MATHEMATICS: By sheer probabilty calculations it would be safe-r to think that there is life· on other 
planets than to state the contrary, but until now, the closest thing to evidence which affows for this hypothesis 
is the UFO phenomenon. Chafer points out that an advanced civmzation equipped with spacecraft enabling it 
to cross intergalactic distances (the nearest star to our own is four years away traveling at the speed of light .... 
300.000 kilometers per second) "woutdntt trouble itself to fly by, create uncertainty and vanish without further 
ado." Furthermore -- according to his beliefs -- the devil and sin are. confined to the Earth, while the rest of the 
worlds would be free of both, as the Bible states. Therefore. such beings would not be interested in 
contacting us, if only to avoid "contagioni" 

These reasons lead Chafer to believe that most UFO sightings and manifestations are false, and only 20 
per cent of them deserve further study. But he cuttingly declares that said beings would not be from another 
planet. and that their existence would be better justified believing in the figure of the devil, who has created 
them "to give us the hope that UFOs will take us to other, uncontaminated worlds rather than believing in the 
gospel of Christ ... 

The theologian is convinced that pure souls now dwelling in Catholic heaven shall return to Earth when the 
presence of both sin and the devil have been removed. since the former "no longer has access to other 
worlds."- CREDIT: Jose I. Gomez 

April 7. 2004- EIDiario. Parana. Province of Entre Rios. Argentina -IS THE CHUPACABRAS ON THE 
PROWL AGAIN?- **The legend of the infamous Chupacabras has reappeared once more in Entre RiosJ and 
this time close to our city, San Benito***- Police sources said yesterday that last Saturday, the sheriff's office 
of the neighboring community was visited by a farmer from the rural area who identified himself as Emilio 
Fernando Kint, 59, who stated that on that day he had noticed one of his animals was missing. Immediately, he 
went in search of the stray bovine and found it lying in a thicket. 

Upon approaching it to see what was wrong. he found that his animal was missing a left eye, hide and 
flesh in a 5 centimeter circumference around its belly. What startled the farmer the most was the absence of 
blood on the animal and anywhere in the vicinity. Kint stated that he called a private veterinarian who visited 
the site and attested to the missing organs, but who was otherwise unable to offer an explanation for the 
animal's death. 

During his exposition. the farmer also mentioned that a few nights ago he had seen strange lights in the 
firmament, precisely over the place where he found the animat He added that not far from there he found a 
large circle of flattened grass whose cause was unknown. -CREDIT: Gloria Cofuchi 

CREDIT: Esen Sekerkarar 
April 1, 2004 - Milliyet, Istanbul, Turkey - "Official" Eyes Saw the UFO - Governor Deputy of Adana 

who recorded the strange luminous object on the video camera was told: "What you have seen is a UFO." 
Caner Yildiz, Governor Deputy of Adana, had the strange sighting he made the other night while he was 

watching TV at his home, studied by Sirius UFO Space Sciences Research Centre's staff. Organisation's 
chatrman Haktan Akdogan stated that they conctuded the object as being a UFO and said "Our friends have 
studied Mr. Yildiz's footage and it has been agreed to be a UFO." 

University will study 
Caner Yildiz. who has served previously as Governor Deputy of Istanbul, Chairman of Istanbul Disaster 

Administration Centre, Governor Deputy of Kocaefi, stated that he has not given the footage to anyone and he 
wants to have it studied by the Cukurova University expert board. 

We contacted Mr. Yildiz on the telephone and he stated as foUows. saying that he and his wife saw a very 
bright object in the sky the other night while they were watching TV: "It was about 21.04. I saw a luminous 
object in the sky. First I thought it was a bright star that .l had never seen before. then I started to record it on 
my camera. 1 recorded it for about 20 minutes. It was moving very fast~ sometimes zigzaggingJ becoming 
bigger and smaller. The bottom part, about one third of the object was dark ·in colour. yet the upper part was 
white. On its top were sharp projectin~ points which resembled honeycombs. tt was something that we have 
never seen before and we could not Identify it. It would disappear when observed with the naked eye then 
would appear again. On the camera, it would look as small as a pin top, then in 2-3 seconds it would grow as 
big as an orange. 1t looked like a flying saucer." 

Mr. Yildiz said that he was visited yesterday by people from Sirius "UFO Research Centre" and stated as 
follows: "Sirius's staff came and they studied 'the footage.' They said that it was not a satellite or a 
meteorological object. They think it ·;sa UFO. Now the footage will be studied by Cukurova University." 
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FORTEANA NEWS 
DISPATCH, Columbus, OH - March 30, 2004 CR: J. Fry 

• 
·(little evidence) 

A legend fueled by folk tales; sightings 
and footprints defies skepti.cs' scorn 

By Mike Lafferty 
THE COWMBUS DISPATCH 

came face to face with Bigfoot ih 
September 1985,·4 miles south of town. 

"Sometimes I wish I hadn't seen it," · 
he said. "It would. make my life a whol~ . 
lot easier." · N.EWCOMERSTOWN, Ohio- ·· 

Each spring, tallc around town · · 
. strays from farm prices,·shooting 

muskrats and how luck is treating the Proof, schmoof 
Newco.rperstown High School Trojans. Bigroot, Suquatch, Yeti, the Abo.-
. This time of year belongs to Bigfoot. · · minal;lle Snowma.nJYowie Man . 
. 'About 200 Bigfoot fanatics from .· · Pick a name. . ~ · . 

across Ohio and neighboring states will . · · The lt;!gend of'I~igfoot is fueled by 
invade this Tuscarawas County. village · · thousands of eyewitness stories-, a 

. at 4 p.m. Saturday' to swap •facts" and · · ste~dy stream ?!'tabloid articles and 
stories at the civic center. Web sites: Lots pfWeb sites. 

Though NewcomerstoWri is not The subject, however, largely is dis ~ 
prime Bigfoot territory, it is home to dained by science'. ' 
Don Keating, true, bellever. . "Most academic~ are dou~ters.',' said 

Keating, who has hosted the annual · 
· convention for 16 years, thinks he • ·See .BIGFOOT Page AS 

Statewide sightlngs 
BJgfoot expertS. say there have been at · 
least 35 slghtiilgs between January 
1999 and January2004. . · 

• Blgfoot$lghtlng 

! ...l2... 
· N MILES . 

. · THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH 

~:rri not ln$ane. I knoW what I saw. o~Ce you ~e~ somethlnli.lik8' this you never forget it." 
· 1• · · · . . o . Don Kea,ting, Bigfooe.enthusiast . · ~~ . . , , 
' ' ' ,•, '· ' ~>' 

MATT SUWVAH I PHOTOS FOR THE DISPATCH 
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. Don Keating says he ~ame face to face with Bigfoot in this field near Newcomerstown. Keating says be was too sho'cked to take a photo. ( contln ued on page 18) 



{continued from psge 11 - DISPATCH. Columbus, OH .- March 30. 2004) 

retired Ohio State University an­
thropologist Frank Poirier, who has · 
examined some evidence, mostly fol)t­
prints, and conie away unimpressed. 

All the same, Poirier, who now lives in 
Florida, acknowledges the power and 
veracity of folk tales; especially 
Northwest Indian yarns of a huge ape­
man that stalks the mountains. 

"A lot of folklore is based in reality;" 
he said. "The gorilla started out in folk­
lore, and scientists refused to believe it 
existed until the early 1900s.'' · 

Stili, hoW has a IO•foot~tall; 5cio­
pound hairy h~anC!id ~th a-inch­
wide feet manag!!cl tgl:Stay hidden all 
these years? · · · · · · 

OK, so Bigfqi;l;:t'lias{he~n spotted. in 
every state excypt Ha~ and Rhode 
Island, accor~g to thtf.lUgfoot Re­
searchers O~tion; 

In Ohio, it!Xas supposedly frightened 
hikers in 53~counties. · 

Anothei.naggmg question is why, like 
flying saucers, has no one ever talcen a 
sharp, clear picture of one? (Howe'Ver, 
one Louisiana Bigfoot Web site features 
a sharp photograph of the beast's poop.) 

Although believers continue to hunt · 
for proof, many say they don't need to 
capture Bigfoot to know it exists. It is, 
they say, what it is. 

FILE PHOTO 

Roger .Paterson, who shot the 1967 · 
film, compares his foot to that of a . 

· cast taken of a footprint he claims is 
Bigfoot's. Some call the film a hoax, 
but none have proved ii is. 

ped rifled ~ough a backpa~k at his 
campsite in northern California. 

"By the time we unzipped (the tent 
flap) and climbed out in the night, it 
slipped bapc into the fog," he said. 
· Bears, he added, don't do well with 

· clasps. 
."This thing left a 16-inch impression 

in the grails,'' Meldrum said. . . . 
· W. Henner Fahrenbach, a zoologist 

from Beaverton, Ore., provided hair 
samples to Ohio State University re- ' 
searchers in 1995. . , 

Tiie hair, it was said, was left on a 
bush by a Bigfoot spotted by two fores~ 
rangers .. 

"We got 12 strands of hair but were 
never able to get usable results," said 
OSU geneticist Paul Fuerst. 'We were 
frustrated; but not surprised." 

The only real insight for Fuerst was 
the clear notion that he needed to get 
out of Bigfoot research. 

,News of his tests traveled quickly 
through mainstream and tabloid media. 

"I was on a roller coaster for months," 
hesaid. · · . 

"I was completely uhprepared for the . 
amount ofpassionfrompeople fr9m, .·;tt. 
this area on the edge·O(science.". · 

For }luerst, the· quest was an attempt 
to shed light on a legitimate scientific 
question. There's no reason why, he said, 
an intelligent hairy apeman could not 

. took to searching other areas, eVen hir- · · have· evolVed 

. ing the occasional pilotto' talce him aloft. . '.'Over the past 100 years we know 
Francis also contirtued the hunt for a there are a·numberofmainmalian 

Scared stiff few years but has since stopped: species that have been discovered that 
Just where would a Bigfoot hide? . . · "There's too 11:1~ch fl_lkery going on," were uilknown before." · 
Keating doesn't know. he said. . , · . · · . • .. · , . Still, Fuerst said he wished he never 
Though he was arnied with a camera Maiunade fibei$•have been hoked up got involved. · , · 

when he supposedly spotted one, he · to look like fur. Tninsrirlssion flUid has "I didn'twantto do Bigfoot again/' 
was shocked to his marrow and never been offered up as. Bigfoot blood. 
thought to snap a picture. · The rest has b~n inconclusive, said Bomb scares 

It was about 10 p.m. when Keating Ben Radford, managing editor of Skep- Few a~adernics are willing to talce up 
drove to a farmhouse after a resident • tical Inquirer magazine. Bigfoot investigations; Poirier silid, be-
reported hearing utrange walling. ' "They have turned up hair, blood cause they face ridicule from their peers. 

Something had broken into a chicken samples; tracks," Radford said. "They've "It ruined (Krantz's) scientific career," 
coop and killed all of the birds. He said turned up a·butt print. he said. 
the resident, an experienced hunter, was "In all these,· all the evidence is amaz- Poirier experienced the full brunt of 
terrified. · · ing in its consistency in that it's ambigu- Bigfoot passion after he expressed his 

That night, Keatib.g brought two oth- · .. ous .and doesn't lead anyWhere." own disbelief; . · 
ers with him, armed witll a camera and · Though University of Idaho biologist "I was adamant against the Bigfoot 
a tape recorder. On it, they played a tape Jeff Meldrum agrees, he said there is thing," he said. ·:This guy in Washington 
of a sound they thought ~igfoot might · something to the old folk tales, sightings threatened my life." · 
respond to. , · , and especially the prints. OSU police opened his packages for a 

"We didn't get a yell, but we definitely · ~I've seen enough that at{; so com- year. 
got one to come down the side of the pelling and so credible, in any other But while Poirier PJ,srnisses Bigfoot 
hill," Keating said. context no one would claim a hoax," and Sasquatch as legend; he talces more 

The experience stili haunts him. . said Meldrum, an expert in how pri- seriously the historic reports of hairy 
One of the trackers was atqp a nearby mate.s walk. humanlike creatures in China, India and 

barn. Keating and the other man were Vietnam. 
on the ground- all three heard crash- Preaching to the choir In Asia, reports of large apelfke crea-
ing sounds that got closer and closer. At least. once a month, Keating hikes tures known as Yeren go back a long way. 
Keating said the next thing he knew, he through the local woods and hosts a . In China,"Poirier collected folk tales and 
was staring at a large, hairy creature that . study.group. ' interviewed people who said they had 
stood about 75 .feet away. · MThere's a big difference between falc- seen the Yeren. · 

"It was white and about 9 fe·et, tall. It · • ing footprints and actually seeing the . Also, there is scientific evidence of a 
stuck out like a sore thumb.'~ ' thing," he said. MI'm not insane. I knaw huge ape....,. Giganto pithecils~ that 

Keating said his companion on the what I saw. Once you see something like lived between 500;000 and 5 million 1 

grolind was too afraid to look. this, you never forget .it" . . . . . years ago. Th.e extin«t ape could be the 
Dick Francis of 1Winsburg was the. Despite highly oig'antzed hunting _ evolutionary relative ofYeren. . . . 

man on the barn roof. . · bands equipped With night scopes and · Poirier, hoW-ever, said if. there are Yeren 
. MI heard something corning .down the · infrared cameras; ~proof". of Bigfoot is in Chipa, they are not related to Bigfoot 

hill. It coUld have been a deer, a bear. It limited to smudgy, bluriy, grainy photos; "A lot of people wantto lunip it 8J.I 
was definitely something large. I heard a bunch of plaster casts of footprlrits; together," he said. ·. . . . 
·high-pitched screams, low moaning and some dubious items, including the Anc;l e-Very new sighting adds fuel to 
sounds." mangled remains of rabbits and other the fire>' · · · ·: ., . · · · 

But he didn't see anything. . small animals. · · · .. MThis is a. story that will never die," 
Whatever it was, it rushed away, uphill The hunt has attracted a few scientists. · Poirier said .. · · 

through the field. . Grover Krantz, a scientist at Wash- ------'--,.--------
Keating did not chase it. ington State University in Pullman, was The TH-State Bigfoot Study Group Will 

•. __ "Until then I didn't quite believe in the most prominent Bigfoot proponent host the 16thAnrtzial Bigfoot Conference 
' Bigfoot,!' he said. · until his death. Krantz was succeeded by . Saturday from 4 p.m. io 10 p.m. at the 

, Keating returned the next day. and Meldrum, who in addition to his Davi(;l Barber Civic Center, 1066 E. State 
examined the smashed undergrowth . ·research has had his owri brush with · Streettn Newcomerstown. The event ls · 

. that. he said marked Bigfoot's romp. Bigfoot. . . open to the public without charge. · 
Jie didn't stop there. On weekends, he About six years ago, some kind of bt- rillafferty@dispatch.com 

\DoVE: An artist's · 
tendering of the elu­
live beast 

RIGHT: A plaster cast 
lf a supposed Bigfoot 
footprint shows 
;vhere the creature 
JOt its.narne. Keating 
111ade the cast ln Tus­
:arawas County . . 

"Sometimes I wish I hadn't 
seen it: It would make my 
life a whole lot easier." 
Don .Keating 
true believer . 

"All the evidence is 
amazing in its consistency · 
in that it's ambiguous and 
doesn't lead anywhere." 
Ben Radford 
Skeptical Inquirer magazine 

"I was completely 
unprepared for the amount 
of passiori fro:m people 
from this area on the edge 
of science." 
Paul Fuerst 
OSU geneticist 

Allen gives j 
new boost~ 
to ·search ~ > 

.for ·aliens 
Millions .donated 
for new telescope · 
BY SANDI DOUGHTON 

Seattle Times staff reporter 
The Seattle billionaire who is 

building a sci-fi ·museum com­
plete with Capt. Kirk's chair is 
now giving a new boost to the 
search for intelligent life in the 
universe. 

Microsoft co-founder Paul 
Allen is donating $13.5 million 
to help build a radio telescope 
that will scan up to . a million 
stars for any glimmer of civiliza-
tion. . 

"Obviously, if you could dis­
cover a signal, that would be 
one of the . breakthroughs of all 
time," said Allen, who is credit~ 
ed with saving the search for 
alien life when NASA yanked 
funding in the early 1990s. 

"The subject of . a lot of sci­
ence fiction is actual contact 
with alien races, and, of course, 
all that is very special and fun to 
me," he said yesterday. 

But even if ET never · 
phones, the Allen Telescope Ar­
ray . will expand the frontiers of 
astronomy, allowing research­
ers to study quasars, cosmic ex­
plosions and the birth of stars 
with greater flexibility than 
ever before, Allen said. "We can 
get a lot of bang for our research 
buck," said the philanthropist, 
who is adding a science-fiction 
wing to his Experience Music 
Project at Seattle Center. 

His funding comes at a time 
when interest in extraterrestri­
al'ftfu is growing and the field of 
astrobiology, once dismissed as 
~~kpot, is gaining respectabil-
ity. . 

The NASA rovers on Mars are 
' beaming back daily evidence that 

the Red Planet may. once have 
been hospitable to life. 

The Allen telescope will accel­
erate the search for aliens, scan­
ning the heavens 300 times faster 
than any previous instrument and 
reachingfartlierinto space, saidjill 
Thrter, research director for the 
SETI Institute and one of the in­
spirations for the character Jodie 
Foster played in the movie "Con­
tact." (The institute's initials stand 
for Search for Extraterrestrial In­
telligence.) 

"We'll get to explore more of 
the galaxy at much greater speed," 
she said. "And we'll be able to use 
the telescope 24 hours a day, seven . 
days a week right from the start." 

In the past, Tarter and her fel­
low alien-stalkers had to compete 
for time on one of the handful of 
large radio telescopes aroimd the 
world. Even those limited efforts 
were threatened when Congress 
objected to the use of taxpayers' 
money to search for what some 
members called "little green 
men," but Allen stepped in with $3 
rilillion in the early 1990s to save 
the program; 

SETI recently completed a 
nine-year study to scan about 750 
nearby stars. With the new tele­
scope, it should be possible to scan 
up to a million stars in a decade -
the same time period, Tarter said. 

But first, SETI and its partner, 
the Radio Astronomy Lab at the 
Univer~ity of Califomia. Berkelev. 
mtisf 'find other private donors to 
ante up more than $30 million 
more to complete the array of · 1 8 
needed radio dishes. 

(continued on page 19) 
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Mounted atop a remote lava bed 
· in Northern California, the Allen 
Telescope Array will be made up of 
350, 20-foot radio dishes hooked 
together electronically to form the 
equivalent of a giant telescope. 
Three dishes are already built and 
have been tested over the past two 
years, thanks to an earlier gift of 
$1L5 million from Allen. 

! Strange creature sighted. •• maybe 

Originally conceived as a cheap­
er instrument that would focus 
strictly on the hunt for ET, the Al­
len telescope's scientific breadth 
has been expanded to attract the 
interest of other researchers and 
possible donors, Tarter added. 

Alien hunters search for radio 
signals because they believe any 
civilization trying to make contact 
would probably send out a radio 
beacon, said University of Wash­
ington astronomy professor Wood­
ruff Sullivan. 

And it might also be possible to 
detect radio signals that leak into 
space from an inhabited planet, 
even if its inhabitants are not de­
liberately reaching out. 

.s::: 

~ • This is the first in a 
:::! , · two-part series on 
~ "strange sightings" in 
£ Cherokee County. 
~ _B_y_ED_D_m __ G_L_ENN~.~~----

g' Press SmjfWriJeio 

First of illl, let's be ·very clear 
~ 
{! 

about one thing: This is thel'j:@e­
~ quah Dirily ,Press, not the ·W&.iCJ.y· 
UJ World News. So we're not going 
a: to tell you t,hat Osama Bin Laden 
0.. and Elvis are both alive and well, 
~ and living in the woods of Puin~ 
cc · kin Hollow, just a few miles out-
0 side our fair city of Tahlequah. 

Bigfoot, on the other hand, 
. might be. 
· .o:Sevefal 
weebago,a 
y 0 u it g 
·Tahlequon­
iari who 
shall remain 
anonymous 
for the time 

Because of its unique design 
and state-of-the-art electronics, 
the Allen Telescope Array will of­
fer astronomers a wider view of 
these events than conventional ra­
dio telescopes - while simulta­
neously searching for alien bea­
cons, said Leo Blitz, director of the 
Radio Astronomy Lab. 

Here he Is, In all his splendor! It may or rnaiy not be Big~~ bufthe;.. Is def.lnltely a blac;k thing 
that appears to be standing on a rock In the center of this creekb~; which according to the pho-
tographer's son, Is in Pumpkin Hollow. · · · · 

Tarter hopes the Allen tele­
scope also will help inspire the 
next generation of SETI scientists. 

"You could say we've hardly be­
gun to search," she said. "We're 
looking for a needle in a cosmic 
haystack that's vast indeed.'' 

Sandi Daughton: 206-464-2491 or 
sdoughton@seattlttimes.com 

He said 
his mother 

had shot the. photo in.the PuiDpkin 
Hollow area, and that it plainly 
showed what could only be identi­
fied as Bigfoot himlherSelf, right 
smack-dab in the middle of the 
picture. 

Aftet: some · investigation, we But we can't ~mpletely· rule out . sighted in these parts. 
have to'admit that the aberration in ·. ·the po$Sibility that it just · might, · · According to the Aug. 3, 1990, 
the photograph- while not clearly maybe ~ \yithin the realm of all edition of the Tahlequah Daily 

· identifiable as Bigfoot;... isn't real· possibilities - really be .a hairy, ; Press, a Bigfoot sighting on the 
ly identifiable · as anything beSides · upright~wruking . creature that is . · east side of Eldon Hill was report-
Bigfoot either. . · · · <:Onunonly known as "Bigfoot" · • ed to the Cherokee County Sher-

Of colirse, it could be a scratch If it isn't Bigfoot in the pict!Jre. :iff's Office on Aug. 1 of that year. 
· on the lens ofa camera, or a speck .. what the heck- no harm done. ''We kind of shook our heads 
· ofdust on the film , or any number , But if it is Bigfoot, or a variant . when we got the call, but the lady 
of other techniC!\~ explanations. thereof, :it woolcfi:t't l;le the first one 

HORIZON AIR, Seattle, WA - Feb. 2004 

., · s<>unded serio~;; J~kGo~. th~n re~~- ~ith- irs -~ between its . 
. an investigator with the ccso. is legs~ The creature wa.L,~~-­

~ ~.assa)1ing:.~e·.$idlt{!Ug ... · __ .._a:.~ 'bfiJ. l.llkft.~ _»~n 
fuot•rwas.: 'in her lia'ck y8rd: We! . frizty hair. and ·ifmUaf'io' a ·Seat; 
thought she mi~ht have seen a . except that it was described as Mythtaken Identity 

On the trail of Sasquatch I gy ER IC LU CAS 

T twas a perfect autumn afternoon in Northern Califor-

~ nia's Trinity Alps. The topaz light slanted along the creek 

~ valley, outlining the dark tree trunks across the way. I 

.)'.,_ paused to lean against a rock for a moment's quiet rev­

:rie---and it barely registered at first when one of the •trees• 

eparated itself from the overall forest, stood up and started 

tustling up the trail. 

A huge black bear. No, too big for that. And bears don't 

tand upright to walk, let alone trot, as this animal was doing. 

:be creature cast a backward glance to see 
f I would follow, but I stood riveted. It was 

. n utterly otherworldly moment, like a 

cene from a movie. In a few seconds the 

:reature slipped into the shadows up­
:tream, disappearing into deeper forest. 

Sasquatch. Big as life. 
OK, actually, this was a scene from a 

novie-the famous Roger Patterson film of 
Bigfoot,• taken in October 1967, in the Bluff 

:reek drainage west of Redding. I was visit­

ng the Willow Creek-China Flat Museum 

n Willow Creek, California, the world capital 

>f Sasquatchery. At the museum, sober eye­

vitness accounts describe Sasquatch sight­

ngs. Plaster casts evince the footprints of a 

:reature whose shoe size would dwarf 

)haquille O'Neal's. Blurry photographs depict bulky shapes in 
nountain shadows. The Patterson film is one of the main 
1ttractions, and it shows what I've just described. 

Pictures don't lie. Do they? 
So much debate has masticated that very question over the 

rears that there isn't a single word I can sensibly add. The 
:opic got extra attention in late 2002 when Ray Wallace-the 

liscoverer of the best-known footprints--died and his family 

;aid that Wallace had made the footprints himself. using a 

land-carved alder plank. The family also said that, unbe­

mownst to Patterson, the ·creature• in his famous film was 

tctually Wallace's wife in a King Kong costume. This revela­
:ion upended the worldwide community of Sasquatch adher­

~nts-although many of them aver that Wallace's final hoax 
night be the claim that all the prior evidence was a sham. 

Sasquatch believers embrace cryptozoology-a fancy name for 
what proponents call the scientific study oflegendary animals 
and what critics call wishful thinking. It's a prerogative I'd like to 
exercise. Bigfoot may be wishful thinking, but what it symbolizes 

is quite concrete: The West is still wild enough to hold the idea 

of Sasquatch, if not the reality. And we humans have not begun 

to pin down all the shapes and flavors of life on earth. 

Hitherto unproven or unknown life forms tum up regularly. 

One of the most famous is the colossal squid-reaching perhaps 

40 feet in length-which was once considered as much a myth as 
Sasquatch. All or part of several such squid have been discovered 

since 1925, and just last April, fishermen 
hauled up a rare virtually intact specimen, with 

fearsome barbs on its tentacles, off Antarctica . 

Two new species of Pacific whale have been 

identifier. over the past decade. And other ani­

mal species have unexpectedly materialized, 
such as the prehistoric coelacanth, discovered 
in an English fisherman's catch in 1938. 

I've spent many months in the Western 

wilderness. I've hiked hundreds of valleys 

such as Bluff Creek I want to believe that I've 
· set foot where no human has stepped before, 

and I treasure that notion, because it means 

there is still room for discovery. 

I appreciate Jane Goodall's famous remark 
that although she was bothered by the lack of 

physical evidence, she believes in Sasquatch 

because she wants to. lbat's doubtless why so many people also 

cherish the idea of Scotland's Nessie and British Columbia's Ogo­
pogo. These animals represent the alluring mystery of nature. 

If you were to set a pack on your back and hike over­
mountain from Willow Creek to the Canadian border-a 
thousand miles, roughly-you'd be in wilderness most of the 

trip. It's a rugged, dynamic, extravagant and unquelled land­
scape. When you step into it, you hear an enigmatic music that 

reaches your heart, not your brain. To me, this landscape is as 

a Lakota Sioux medicine man once described Sasquatch: "Both 

spirit and real being. • 

A believable myth is something our world needs. That's why 
I happily keep my eyes open when I'm in Sasquatch territory. 

Eric Lucas is a Seattle writer. 

· biar, but she was ~lysln-e that it walking upright," states the BFRO 
wasri't She Said it was hairy and report. ' · 

· stankrCally brut!' · · · · Sirice 1990, there haven't been 
The. story also cites then"and~ : any other sightings - until now. 

now Olerokee County Undersh- .. Of course, if Bigfoot really 
enff Dl!ll Garoer, who said several · does live in the woods of Chero­
residents in the area: had reported kee County, it seems reasonable to 
similar sightings, and that. several. assume that the person most likely 
calves and sheep had been report~ to See him (or her) would be soqte­
ed missing in the area.. one who spends a lot of time out in 

"I've known other areas to get those woods. 
calls like this, but .this is the first That wmeone would be Okla-
time we've heard anything PI<e homa Game Warden .Brady May. 
this in Cherokee County," Garber - May, however, has never seen 
said in the 1990 story. Bigfoot But he has seen a couple 

On Monday this week, Garber of bears. In fact, May said 1990 
· said he remembered that incident ~as during a several -year-long 

fairly well. "It caused quite a com~ period in which bear sightings 
· motion for about a week," he said. were common in Cherokee Coun­

'The people from the natiomil ty. Most of the bears in Oklahoma 
Bigfoot organization called up and are in the southeastern part of the 

j said, 'If you hear of any other state, but young males are often 
. sightings, let us know."' run out of normal mating areas by 

The nationaJ organization to older, larger males. 
which Garber referred is the Big- "It's not uncommon for our 
foot Field Researchers Organiza- department to go to an area where 
tion, and aecording to their .Web there's a nuisance bear complaint, 
site, the 1990 Eldon incident is a trapit,andreleaseit,''saidMay. "It 
"Oass A" sighting. Accordirig to · wouldn't be: uncommmon for 
that Web. site: "Class A reports someone to see one around here." 
involve clear sightings, in circum- Still, the 1990 Eldon Bigfoot 
stances whcie misinterpretation or sighting is (at least in Bigfoot parl­
misideiltification· of other aniiruils ance) a "Class · A" event, and 
can be ruled out with grea~r con- according to the BFRO Web site, 
fidence. There are few footprint · . "Several , reports near this area 
caSes that are very well-document- [have been made] since the early 

· ed. Those are considered Oass A '70s, also possible reports · near 
reports as well, because misidenti- Pegg5, Okl.a., northwest of Tahle­
fication of conunon animals can quah, Okla" ' 
be· confidently · ruled out, ~us the . According to Garber, regard1 
potential for misinterpretation is less of whether Bigfoot is a Chero­
very low." kee County resident, the terrain is 

The Web site states that Chero- definitely conducive to such sight-
. kee County Shenff's DeputY Joe ings. "One thing that always 

Weave! investigated the sighting, seems to be consistent in these 
and found foot impressions big sightings;• he said, "is they always 
enough to place both his feet in. It seem to be in wooded aieas where 
also states that two days after the an animal could move around 
initial report, an 8-year-old girl undetected. You don't get many 
and her mother described a similar · sightings in . Arizona, or Enid 
creature rummaging through a [Okla.] for that matter; I mean, 
trash pile near their house. how many Bigfoot · si,zhtings do 

"Their dog chased it but you hear of in Enid?" · 
19 
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LEGENDARY CREATUFIE 

'Bigfoot' sightings iepohed 
By ELOISE OGDEN 

Regional Editor · 
eogden@ ndweb.com 

NEW TOWN - Paul Danks, . 
administrator of the Natural 
Resources Department for · the . 
1bree Affiliated Tribes, now has 
a Bigfoot-sighting map in his 
office. 

On the map are marked the · 
sites where people have reported 
seeing a Bigfoot-type creature in 
recent days on the Fort Berthold 
Reservation. 

"There were several reports. · 
They started last Sunday (Feb. 
22). People south of New Town 
said they'd seen basically, I guess 
... Bigfoot," Danks said.Monday. 

A resident of a mobile home 
park at New Town told Glenda 
Embry, who is in charge of tribal 
public affairs, about that Sunday 
incident: · 

"She said all the kids were 
playing outside .in the trailer 
court and they were the ones that 
first saw it. They (the children) 
all started screaming so she came · 
outside but by ·the time she got 
outside, they .had scared it. She 
said it was walking away. She 
said it was huge. She said, 'I 
don't know how big it was but it 
just ·pushed through those trees 

said. The' two men left the area 
and .got several other people to . 
ret).irn to the area to look far the 
~ature, but they were not sue~ : 
GesSful in their search. They said ; 
its' footprints showed it'. had : 
"almost 5-foot ~tiides." ' · 

The Natural Resources office 
i.D.vestigated the i.D:cident in the 
Lost Bridge aiea and Dennis Fox 
Jr, of the tribes' Independence 
Program, took pictures of tracks 
there which . the Natural 
Resources office has. But officials · 
said the snow had · melted and · 
there 'could be ·a lot of different . 
explanations for the tracks ; 
found. · . · . 
· "However, one Fort Berthold · 

Reservation resident definitely 
doesn't think there's anything 
unusual about the recent reports 
of•Bigfoot sightings. · · · 

. ·Phyllis Lincoln remembers . 
when she arid ·her three sisters 
saw such a creature about - 30 
years ago · near Twin Buttes. 
.cfucoln was-17 at the time. 
: . "I can remember it like it was 
:fe.sterday. It was sciry," Lincoln 
~aid. ' 
• · Lincoln,· . who lives at . 
Mandaree, works for the Three • 
.N:flliat~d Trib~s _ ~.}>!e_w. _.'[o~ ... 
She was raised at Twin Buttes· 
about 100 ffii.les south ' of Ne~ 
Town. . 

Lincoln ·said that she and he:t 
three sisters, Michaela, the old- · 
est,' Corrine ~d Janice, thei.J; 
youngest sister who was 13 at the 
time, were cin their-,way home to . 
Twin Buttes late on a su.nuher: 
night after g6ing to a movie in 
Halliday, apout 15 miles away. 

"I don't remember ·the movie, 
but I know what I' seen," Lincoln . 
said, relating the incident this 
week. · 

Lincoln said it was "not really; 
really dark" that night. On the . 
way home she said one of her sis­
ters wanted to stop along the 
road for a "restroom stop," but 
the others sisters wanted her to · 
wait until they got home. · 
· "We were driving my dad's 

old International pickup - it was 
th.e. standard shift. I was in the 
middle shifting. I .was teachin~ . 

· · · ·Photo courtuy of n,,.. Atflll•ted Trlbea 

Clifton Whitman,. director of the Three Affiliated Tribes' 
Homeland Security Department, indicaf.~~ Tuesday, . of 
recent Bigfoot .sightings in the area;;:,T.lil.E!-j nap :is .in .the 
tribal NaturaJ ·Resources office. ::.>:.:. ::;::-::~~ ·. ; · ·. · · 
like you're going through bushes' On )'Vednesd~y,: :Feb. 24, two 
and it was moving fast." The i:es- area men reported they were dri­
ident said she was still shaken ving on N.D. Highway 22 near 

· days after the incident oc~d, the Lost Bridge when they came 
Embry s.aid. upon a Bigfoot-type creature 

There was also another sight- walking on the road. The .LOst 
ing that day farther south of New Bridge is southwest of Mandaree. · 
Town. They reported it went into the . 

On. Tuesday, Feb. 23, there ditch where it contimiedto walk. 
was another sighting, although Arlother vehicle on the road also 
unconfirmed, in the Mandaree stopped but. quickly left,' they 
area. 

the · second to the . oldest one,, because I've seen-'things like 
Michaela, how to di:i.ve," Lincoln ~at," she said. ~:I do believe they 
Said. ''We were kind of talking were around a few years baCk, 
and laughing, and we pulled to too."· . . . 
the. side of the road." 

She said they pulled over on Aceordin~ to files of ' the · 
the road at a sp~t below the twin Minot •.Daily Ne:Ws,· in_ October 
buttes where there's a coulee or 1979~ two Dunn County men· 
ravine. · • . . ·. l reported seeing an ape, a Bigfoot, 

"When we pulled over to the t when they were dpving a mile 
side ...9! tli-~ -~9-.~..t!J..!-!. W!!S _S_I_!.! .~P: ~ ~outhmil. ?f Werner£, Ha allico~d wui ' ty a 

1\iia when it sat up, (then) it 1 1..~ .. __ .~s west o .. -···- _ay. t -..yas 
stood up. It was really tall," standing on the road, ·the men 
Lincoln said; She said the crea- 1 said. A Halliday. area man also 

· ture must have l:>een restillg or claimed he saw a Bigfoot t_wo 
lying in the ditch. · · · weeks earlier north of Halliday. 

"We thought, 'what the heck In 1971, numerous sightings 
was that?' We turned to look and . of a Bigfoot-type crt;Jature caused 
when it stood up it was like, I · a stir in . _the Little ~agle and 
would say, ·about 8 : feet tall; It McLaughlm areas m . South 
didn't look-at us or anything, but · Dak~ta, catching .the attentimi ?f 
!'remember the · color of it was media from all over. Reports sBJ.d 
like kind of a mOU.se-colored ... . · a huge hairy thing- some :reports 
grayish. It had.reallong hair.'' : ~aid more than m~e- was J?am-
. ."It took on:e; two, three steps . mg the coun~s1de along the 

and it cleared a fence, ·like the · Cannonball River that stretches 
fence was about 3-feet high-to it '' · from the Standing Rock 
Lincoln slrid. ' Reservation in North Dakqta into 

·. "We we~~ all screaming! north-central South . Dakota. 
'what is that? what is that?' and Within about 2 1/2 months, at 
getting excited,;, Lincoln "least 28 sightings were reported._ 
recalled. . • · The Bigfoot Field Researchers 

"The girls·: locked the doors Orgaflization, which says it is. a 
and I told my sister, ·'Dcin't kill sCientific organization probing 
the engine whatever you do, just the Bigfoot/Sasquatch. _mystery, 
ease up on . the .clutch and put lists a Ward County s18Q~g on 
your foot .on the foot feed and its Web site. A h~tei reported _ 
give it some gas.' And we went in that in April 1962 he and anoth~ 
first all the way home:. My· dad er hunter who had been out rab> 
wasn't too hiippy about; that," bit hunting were stalked by_ ·"a'· 
Lincoln said. . . . . . . great ape" just outside .a · mobile 

"We were all exclt~d when we home park near Minot. Wlieri the ' 
ran in the house, telling our par: creature began to move ~ th~i.i : 
ents," she said. .' · · cl.irection, he said they ran asJaSt' 

Later, Lincoln said their as ·they could· and· didn't ·look' 
grandfather, the late . Alfred back. · • · 
Morsette Sr., told them these The Bigfoot organ.ization's: · 
crea~~S.hav:e .been around for Web site _reports a few sigh~s 
years but they have never hurt of Bigfoot in every state around 
anyone. "Once our grandpa said North Dakota - Minnesota, 
they've been around for years. Montana and South Dakota. 
We thought.it's just one of those People who hear about tha 
things," she said. recent sightings in western North . 

"This happened back maybe Dakota have varying beliefs 
'69 or '70," Lincoln said. "When about it, as well as not believing . 
they said they've .· haP. . sightings it. Some tribal members will alsq·. 
again, I thqught, 'Well, I've seen • . say_ they beHeve if could be a typ~ : 
it before · and I know it's true, of warning. Some also feel it is a , 
they'r.e out there." . . · spiritual being, they silld. ·. " 
· · I tend to believe ·them · · · 
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-- TEAM MAKES STRIDE·s ~- . 

IN_. S.EARCH FOR BIGFOOT 

A researcher tells of work 
done over four summers in a 

forest south of the border 

BY GREG BoLT · 
The Register-Guard 

T hey've run through camp, 
howled across canyons and · 
once even ran off with all the 

.oatmeal. 
J. Richard Greenwell isn't saying 

it was Bigfoot that made more than 
three dozen nocturnal visits to his 
wilderness camps, but he isn't say­
ing that it wasn't. As a scientist, he's 

· just testing a hypothesis, but he said 
the data so far indicate that, if noth­
ing else, something is out there. 

"unverified-primate species" in 
the Pacific Northwest. In it, he 
detailed the results of work he 
and several colleagues did over 
four summers, spending a total 
of60 days in the remote Siskiy­
ou Wilderness in the Six Rivers 
National Forest just south of · 
the Oregon border. 

Call it a Bigfoot, Sasquatch 
or Yeti, b~t a hairy, apelike 
creature tall enough to make a 
basketball coach cry has been a 
part of Northwest legend alrr}ost 
as long as Homo sapiens have 
been here. What's been lacking 

· is proof- rQck-solid and incon- · 
trovertible.evidence that we're 
not the. only two-legged mam· 
inals roaming this corner of 
American gecigTaphy. 
· Greenwell is a cryptozoolo­
gist and secretary of the 
Tucson-based International So­
ciety ofCryptozoology, a g1-oup 
that searches for animals that 
have been described but not 
doct:mGnted or are believed to 
be extinct but might 110t be. 
He's also a research associate in 
mammalogy at the Internation· 
al Wildlife Museum, and he said 
he started his Sasquatch.re­
searclim 1991Wlili the aim of 
collecting evidence that settles, 
one way or another, the ques­
tion of the creature's existence. 

He and his team toted 500 
pounds of equipment into. deep, 
trailless valleys 40 miles from 
the nearest human outpost. 
Their tools included automatic 
cameras, motion detectors, 
sound recorders and a powerful 
speaker system . 

They set up the speakers 
each day at twilight, when they 
would broadcast recorded goril­
la vocalizations as well as the 
howls of suspected Bigfoots that 
others had captured on tape. 
Then they'd wait. 

Most of the time, they didn't 
have to wait long. On average, 
they had an event every 1.6 
days, things they categorized as 
rock throwing, vegetation 
smashing, camp visitations, vo­
calizations and ·the like. 

On several occasions, Green­
well ~aid, something on two feet 
tromped quickly through camp, 
brushing against tents and oc­
casionally banging ohe of their 
packs against a tree and then 
running off- too quickly for 
anyone to spring from his tent 
and get a loo}{ at. it. Once, some­
thing opened the food bag and 
took all of their packets of in­
stant oatmeal before dashing 
away and leaving the rest of the 
food behind. 

Twice, the creature left foot· 
prints measuring 16 inches 
long, which were photographed 
and documented. But they nev­
er found any hairs. Or the oat­
meal packages. 

But they did hear ... some­
thing.· On 10 occasions over the 
four summers, team members 
heard unusual sounds, includ­
ing what Greenwell described 
as "tremendous~ bellowing 
howls'! that lasted 12 to 14 sec-

"We don't deal in beliefs J trying 
·to prove something," Greenwell said 
Friday after presenting a paper on 
his research. "We're testing a hy· 
pothesis, and so far. the hYJ)othesls is 
supported." 

Greenwell's well-attended talk 
was one of dozens being deli,vered at 
this week's Northwest AnthJ:opcilogi­
cal Conference at the Valley River 
Inn. The three-day event,jointly 
sponsored by the University of Ore­
gonMuseum of Natural History and 
the Bureau of Land Management, 
has drawn scientists ft'om all over 
the region to present some of their 
latest research findings. 

Greenwell packed a conference 
ro~m for his report on evidence ?fan 

onds and usually were repeated 
a second time. 

"It was quite frightening at 
f'rrst, " he said; "We don't know 
of any sort of North American 
mammal that can produce such 
vocalizations." · 

Sometimes they heard other 
sounds, strange ones that al· · 
most seemed like two creatures 
"talking!' back and forth. 
Greenwell described it as a hol­
low, bamboo-on-wood "tok," fol­
lowed by a glottal sound and 
then a higher-pitched "ping," 
going back and forth at g1-ound 
level, 

Greenwell has spent plenty 
of time doing field research in 

: the United States, China, the 
Congo and other remote spots 
around the· world, and he's not 

· unfamiliar with nighttime no is­
. es in the wilderness. They 
heard the usual ones in the 
Siskiyou, but these others were 
harder to expiain. "The vocal­
izations are very different and 
rlistinctive," he said. 

Other bits of evidence in­
cluded two possible beds made 
of fir boughs that had been bro­
ken off when they were still 
green, something that would 
have taken great strength. They 
were piled in layers with sup­
porting cross pieces at the bot­
tom. There was no sign people 
had ever been in the area. 

"Bears do break branches," 
Greenwell said. "But bears do 
not carry branches some dis­
tance and pile them up." 

Greenwell is careful not to 
say he has found proof of Big­
foot's existence or even that he 
necessarily is convinced it ex­
ists. And he acknowledges that 
proof is hard to come by. 

They never caught a glimpse 
of one, despite all the noises, the 
12 times something visited a 
camp, the automatic cameras. 
The weather was always bad, 
. the sound equipment put away 
or the light wrong when there 
was a chance to nail down the 
decisive bit of evidence. 

"lf it was easy to prove, it 
would have been proven al­
ready," he said. 

For one thing, when they 
. outfitted the expedition they 
didn't realize the creatures 
were so nocturnal, so they 
didn't buy good night-vision 
cameras. What Greenwell 
wants to do next is get funding 
for some expensive, motion­
activated, night,vision video 
equipment and go out again. 

Ultimately, be said, they'll 
fmd evidence of whatever is out 
there, whether it's people, a 
Sasquatch or something else. 

"Whatever these entities are, 
we'll find them," 'he said. "And 
if it's Sasquatch, that will vali­
date the hypothesis." 
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