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It was an orb - mass ive, fiery and eer ily sil ent. As he gazed 
at the heavens at sunset on Jan . 8, Lee Roy Gai tan (above) 
could not beli eve his eyes. 

The Erath County constab le, a career law enforcement 
officer, stared at the object for about two seconds before 
it vanished . Just like that. Was it just his imaginat ion? 

But a few minutes later, there was a new sighting - a 
series of about nine bright, flash ing. strobing wh ite lights, 
moving around like a bouncy ball. The lights set off toward 
the northeast sky. at what Gaitan remembers as "a blazing 

. speed." Out of sight but not out of mind . 
Then he heard tbe unmistakable roar of mil itary jets. 
At first, Gaitan kept the mysterious ·experience to him ­

self. But in the days to come, when dozens of residents in 
Stephenville and Dublin started reporting similar sightings, 
he came forward. 

They were all convinced they had seen a UFO. Gaitan 
wasn't ready to go there yet . 

. Officials for the Air Force Reserve initially said that no 
jets were in the area, but two weeks after the first encoun­
ter, they changed their story and said 10 F-1 6s had been 

t raining in the ski es above Stephenville that wi nter eve ning. 
But Gaitan and others kn ew wha~ they saw with t he ir 

own~eyes , and it wasn't li ke any jet fighter they had eve r 

seen. 
Stephenville began making headl ines around the. worl d . It 

became an epicenter of UFO sightings 
Gaitan says he doesn't know what to make of the Air 

Force's fli p-flop. He and his ne ighbors '!'JO ul d be sat isfied if 
officials confided that it was a secret pro ject they could not 
talk about because of nat ional security . 

"Just to have some kind of closing. just put ou r m inds at 

ease," he said . 
Instead, there have been more sight ings -as recent ly as 

Nov. 18- and silence from the Air Force . 
And Gaitan, who says he has talked to respected p ·~ op l e 

in the community, has had to come to grips with the not ion 

of what if. 
"It's really opened up my mind that there may be the 

possibility that it wasn't military ... that it could be some­
th ing·from somewhere else," he says. "The universe is huge ." 

- HeatheY Svokos 

The: ye0.: strtned off \vith an o ut -of-thi<., ­

.wo.,.ld l'Xp~ri~ncc th:;t ll acl telc:vision 

c-rc:ws and lJFO t'rllhu ·-; i~tst'. scurrvinv to 
b·.::th County in "carch oi' (t un i qu~ s t~J ry . 

Empire-Tribune 
Stephenville, TX 12-31-08 

October The src)ry tcok off after rhe E-T report ­
·;·~" ·,vhat four area residen ts claimed to see 
i: ~ the ~hie~ over Selden. Befo re we kneVI' 
it . similar reJ;on s began pouring In and 
rhc frenzy began. Fro m CNN to medi a 
c1url;;-ts in Scotland. Tokyo . and Canada, 
:he li rtk sighting that was turned in to th e 

biggest story of the ye<:h. 
Nev,•s medi::t from ac ross the :'i<tLion 

. ."Jescended upon the county w ilh c::trneras 
<tnd norepad.s in hand to ·inren'ie w \Vi t­

nesses. The story made intern~tio n a l 

11:?\\ ' : am! f~. <n · e a z;tp l t) I he business 
illdu-.;t r} tha t too k full ;id\ '811\:ige of the 
hoopla, Can ~myone say, " N a-n u-~ na-nu '.' ' ' 

February 
· History Channel visits the 'Ville 

Following January's s ightings, cast and 
crew from · The History Channel's UFQ 
Humers came to to wn. They intervie~ved 
witnesses .. gat hered data and perfonned 

t.•xpcr;ments in an attempt to get to ·r~ ·e 
i:- ~.•u~.:. Pl of the.· nu mcrou~ l..J FO s ighti ngs 
reported in a11d ;mw nd Er~1th Cou nr y. T he 
-: ;·.;,:l ,dc. ~mel 1l1<ln: uther documentaries 
:qi th t' phe nome na. <lired on various chan­
:>_:!·, rhruughout th ~. yea r. 

More sightings in Erath 
County 

For the second -time in 
2008, dozens of people 
claimed to see unexplainable 
lights hovering in arid speed­
ing across the skies above 
Erath County. Again, medi-a 
attention shifted to 
Stephenville looking to ge t 
the bottom of the UFO siaht-
. 0 

mgs . 



orn .s 
Craft).looked i)_A .. U. V. \ JI>U. 'Ph'"""". ;;,. 

way-yb;u could 
up in' the sky and notnotice this 
thing. It was ju-St weird." 

as "out of Corn said he observedthe ob-

. ne..~ls :oJ ::m~itlp~~- '-~~J~~~f:?~~t;a~pc~~~~~P~~~ 
sigh . thEH1rea o~ Qcf 23, . maki~g a sound' like 1t had .. nevet 
last 1Uesday; Nov. 18 provedjust been there. 
as noteworthy for local·re·sidents. "It just vanished," he said. 
Mi'chael Co.r.n, 27; and-former When que.stioned about the 
member .of 'the ·united States possibility · of the c~aft · perha:ps 
Army assigned to a Patriot ·l'ttis- . being an experimental project of 
sile ·unit from 2003 to 2006, saw the m'ilitary, he said, "I knoW that 
something for which he has no we couldn't make it. I don't believe 
explanation. it's ours. I.got the impression that 

Corn said while at home at:the it has. technology that we_-afe not 
intersection of H\vy 377 Business capable of understanding." 
and U.S. Hwy 281, friends-called Corn said he is famili-ar with all 
him outside at approximately 7~15 types :of aircraft because ofhis ex­
p.m . . ~s he looked .toward the periencein theArmyandhegrew 
small towil'ofDublin in the south- up near DFW airport. · _ 
we~t sky he saw what appeareo "It ·was very unnerving - you_ 
to be.a: brightly lit hovering object. can't come l:IP with-a reasonable 

"It looked really close to explanation for what it was," Corn 
Stephenville like it was almost said. · 
over the courthouse," Corn said. Corn's gir_lfriend-, Ashle~ 
He said the ~ights pulsed in ·a right Couc·p, also observed :the object.~ 
to left direction. · "It ;reminded me of a carousel 

Corn estimated the lights lying9veronitsside,"Couchsaid. 
might have been as large as a "I don't think a quarter would 
quarter held between the thumb have covered up the lights. I think 
and forefmgerat arms length. He they were larger than that." 
described the lights as an amber · Another observer a short dis-

-' or orange color. · tance-away atthe intersection of 
1 "I could see the bottom of the U.S. Hwy 28land North Loopr:3J77 

bject from the illumination of said she could not expla!n·-What 
ose lights and the city lights," she had seen at the same· time of 

-< . 

The Clifton Record · 
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itY. .2:0 year old lookep almost l~e it was .hover-
''LesHe·:" . . iP,g~ Tii~ ·Ifghts were so bright it 

L~slie was traveling. north on was hara,to see the shape, but the 
Loop 377 when her l>ayfriend bottom Ibpked a silve·r gray 
called her attention to the vehicle colOr." · 
just ahead that seemed to be Leslie said.Jhey passed the 
strangely illuminated.. object and she looked backto see . 
· "He asked 'me if I saw those if it was g·oing to land at the 

'weird lights,"· Leslie ~aid. " But, nearby local airport,\ Clark Field. 
I hadn't noticed anything." But, she was unable to see it. 

She sa~d they pull~d into the "We .turned around and went 
.Shell station at the intersection back to . the Shell station," she 
to gas up for a trip to Granbury. said. "There we saw it again, but 

When they exited th~irvehicle, this time it was on our right rnov~ 
a man pulled in at the gas pumps ing left across in front of us. It 
:and asked if they had seen the turned again and looked like it 
weird lights. was ·about to stop and went back 

"He said he was a pilot and af- the other way. It went back in the 
ter my boyfriend had just asked direction from Which it had 
me about lights so that got my come." 
attention," Leslie said. Leslie said it could not have 

Entering back into traffic on been a plane and at first she was 
the loop headed north is when wondering if the object was about 
they both saw an obj~ct. to land on the highway. 

"It was coming down at a ~light "It looked like if it were goi,ng 
angle- slowly- it had; a bright big to land it was going to land on the 
light, a steady light ~nd a blink~ highway," Leslie said. "The lights 
ing light," she said, "for a total of were so bright it was almost hard 
three."· to look at it. I think it might have 

"One was red and maybe that been blimp shaped and about the 
was the one that was size of two school buses. It was 
blinking .. .I'm not sure," Leslie hard to tell." 
said. The couple was ·so mesmer- Leslie said what she and her 
ized they slowed down to almost . boyfriend witnessed was not nor-
a stop in the road. mal. 

"It pivoted to our left side, "When I think of something 
maybe 50 yards away and 75 unidentified I don't think of little 
yards up in the air," she said. "It __ .$~en . men_;~ _ _!!)_~---~-~i9.: .. Sl!~ - ~~Jg 

she fe:els the obje·et c&uJd be 
something beirig tested by the 
military. . . 

"We were a little bit fright-
ened/' Leslie said. "UP.. til you see 

ld~ho woman holds UFQ meeting 
Bra~~7e sky was, she said, unexpectedly . . 

something like that you don't re­
ally understand. I've made fun of 
people for seeing stuff like that 
and now I saw it." . . 

Staffreporter as light day. McMann didn't 
People don't tell-Joy French seem to notice. Her car engine 

they think she's crazy. At least stalled, and he got out to look_ 
not very often, ot directly to her under t~e hood. 
face. "I dtdn 't get out of the car," 

But she admits to seeing she said. "I didn't know why he 
plenty of concerned looks when didn't seem to notice the l _ig~t. '' 
she starts talking about a poten- McM~nn, got back mstde 
tial UFO citing that took place as the ~tght faded away and 
in the early 1980s while she was t~e engme sputt~red back to 
living near Lake Metwin. ~tfe . The ne~t thmg she knew 

Not that she lets skeptics 1t was mornmg. French called 
stop her. According to the Coeur McMann on the CB and they 
d'Alene, ID, resident "people ~et at the facilities' comm~J.r~ity 
with closed minds never learn kttchen. She remembers sttttpg 
anything." by the fireplace and. pondering 

French 84 will host a meet- what happened, finally suggest­
ing for th~se .:Vho want to share ing it may have been a UFO. 
their extraterrestrial . experi- McMann agreed that may 
ences Sat., Nov. 1, '7:30 p.m., at · hav~ been the 'Case, ~mt ~he two 
Rocky's Pizza, 1901 W. Main dec1ded not to ment10n 1t to . the 
St., Battle Ground. Admission other campers. McMann .. died in 
is free but donations are wei- 1998. . 
come. 'The meeting is open to "We thought people would 
those who believe they have laugh us right out of the place," Fueled by the news, French de­
had an encounter with aliens or she said . "They probably would -cided to seek out people who 
people who are open to listen- have thought '!'e '::ere smoking ·also had similar experiences . 
ing. pot or somethmg. "People shouldn't be afraid to 

In the early 1980s, French French _is not sure w~at hap- open up and talk about it," she 
lived in a trailer at the Lake pened durmg her lost t1me, but said. "Most people are wor­
Merwin Campers Hideaway. A th_inks i~ is possible her memory ried about looking ridiculous 
friend Don McMann had con- of the mc1dent was erased by or crazy if they do. 'But I think 
tacted' her on a CB r~dio to in- extraterrestrials. tbat if enough people start talk­
vite her to watch a movie at his "Some day 1 will have to get ing about it, then national secu­
place down by the lake. French hypnotized to try and figure out · rity will open up and talk to us 
prepared to step. out into the what happened," she said. about it." 
heavy darkness that night. In recent years, French fi- French said she believes the 

After that she draws a blank. nally discussed the experience 
She doesn't ~emember greeting with an old frien~, only to dis­
McMann or watching a movie. c~ver that her fnend had also 

The next thing she remem- wttness~d ~ UF~ on a huckl~­
bers is being a passenger in berry P.ICking tnp. French sa1d 
her 1966 Cadillac and looking -the mctdent had been reported 
over to see McMann behind the to the sheriff's department and 
wheel. passeo on to · other government 

Suddenly, she said, a bright a~thorities who advi~ed her 
~t grew ~v-~rhe_ad: . The _entire frtend not to talk about 1t. 

goverrunent coverS up extrater­
restrial encounters when they 
should be sharing the informa-
tion with public. . 

In the past few years, she 
has hosted community meet­
ing~ wherever she could rent a 
room and gather a crowd. She 
has heard there have been many 
sightings in this area, especiali::J 

Leslie said she's heard others 
commenting on what they saw 
that will not come forward. 

_ l ~'So many_peo le won't tell 

around Mt. Adams and Mt. St. 
Helens. 

"Nobody has -ever come after 
me for talking," she said . "I'm 
not wotTied about it. I'm 84, 
and I plan on going out with a 
bang." · 

Those who cannot attend the 
meeting, but would like to con­
tact French can call (208) 755/ 
8942. / 

I . Battle Ground, WA 
(Clark, Co.) 
The Reflector 
(Cir. W. 1 ,000) 
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what they've seen around h 
because they think people 
go~ng to think they're crazy," 
said. 

Area law enforcement 
said about 10 calls were 
during the time of this si 
reporting a craft and/or 
While some may have seen 
one officer said not all of 
were related to flares nrt'\nr•.a.n~>• 
~he Bro~wood. Military 
mg Area JUSt pnor to 7 p.m. 
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By RENA DELBRIDGE 
rdelbridge@newsminer. com 

Was it a meteor falling from 
space? 

Officials think that might be what 
residents saw shooting through the 
AlaskC\. sky near Tok . on Monday 
afternoon. 

A tremendous explosion, like a 
sonic boom, drew some people out­
side, where they watched irregular 
contrails scribe a path in a clear 
sky. 

INSIDE 
Scientists link meteors to · 

quick cooling of Earth about 
13,000 years ago. Page A7 

At her home four miles west of 
Tok, I}athy Olding was loading a 
large sled with firewood to haul to 
her .house when she was startled 
by an explosion. Peering out from 
the tarp-covered wood pile, she saw 
even .her imperturbable ChE•sapeake 
Bay retriever, Journey, was on edge, 
ears cocked. 

"I could kind of hear it still rum­
bling, like thunder/' she recalled. "I 
thought, what in the world?" 

Turning her eyes to the sky, Old­
ing saw the oddest contrail. 

"It was just like somebody took 
a pen and made a white cloud that 
went up and down and up and down 
and squiggley," she said, describing 
the pattern. 

Others called 911 . 

Please see OBJECT, Page AS 

WPVI-TV (Online) 
Philadelphia, PA 
November 18, 2008 

By Walter Perez 

UFO Sightings Over 
Bucks County 

LANGHORNE, Pa. - November 18, 
2008- (WPVI) A conference 
planned for Bucks County is truly 
"out of this world!" 

It comes in response to numerous 
reports of strange lights, high in the 
sky. 

What were those things people saw 
hovering over the Sesame Place 
Amusement Park in Langhorne? 

How about those boomerang shaped 
aircraft in the skies above Oxford 
Valley Mall? 

There've been dozens of reports of 
UFO sightings in Bucks County over 
the past few months. 

In fact, Action News was able to find 
an eyewtiness. 

"It was the most bizarre looking thing , 
we both said 'What is that?'" said 
Susan Prager of Yardley , Pa . "We 
couldn't figure it out. We kept looking 
at it and looking at it . It definitely was 
a UFO." 

This burst in unexplained sightings 
has prompted the Pennsylvania 
Mutual UFO Network, better known 
as MUFON, to hold it's next Alien 
Hunter Conference at Bucks County 
Community College. 

MUFON's Pennsylvania Branch 
Director, John Ventre, says having 
the meeting here is a no-brainer. 

He sent us a release from his home 
near Pittsburgh saying , in part,"Over 

Daily News-Miner 
Fairbanks, AK 1-2-09 

the Sufh mer of 2008, we had 138 
UFO sightings from Pittsburgh to 
Philly. Normally we would have 36 
over a four month period . The Philly­
Bucks County area had 77 of the 
138. 

Even ~errick Pitts , Chief Astronomer 
at t e Franklin Institute in 
Phi lad lphia admits... He wants to 
believ 

1
• 

. But.. . f 
"In th/e case of alien spacecraft , we 
have no hard evidence whatsoever 
abou~ the existence of either al ien 
spacecraft of aliens themselves ," 
Pitts ~a i d . 

I 

That iMUFON meeting will be held 
January 24th . Topics will include 
alien / abductions , eyewitness 
accounts and the, quote, "alien 
hybriq program." 

OBJECT: A meteor, a military experiment or the unexplained? 
I 

Continued from Page A 1 Kendall called the FAA in Fairbanks. 
Kendall confirmed she was told that the 

Alaska State Troopers dispatcher Diane flying object was ai meteor, and ~hat others 
Kendall fielded several calls starting about reported seeing a similar phenomenon from 
3:30p.m. Most reported a loud explosion. the Parks Highway. 

One caller, an adult, told Kendall an But the FAA has no official information 
11-year-old witnessed the entire spectacle on a meteor, said Claudia Hoversten, acting 
outside. administrator for the Alaskan region . 

"He said it was like a big fireball that · However, inquiries and calls concerning 
exploded, with smoke everywhere," Kend- unidentified flying objects are not all that 
all relayed . "The kid said, ' I think it was unusual, she said. The FAA refers many call­
a meteor,' and I went, right . The Martians ers to the National UFO Reporting Center 
have landed. But then f got three other calls, near Seattle, she added: 
boom, boom, boom. I was pretty shocked ." John Chappelow is a post-doctorate 

People reported hearing and feeling an researcher at the Arctic Super-Computing 
explosion in the air, but no one called in Center at University of Alaska Fairbanks. 
about debris falling from the sky, said Sgt. He said the object could have been a meteo·r, 
Freddie Wells, the state trooper on duty at but the sonic boom-type sound is atypical. 
the time. "That's a very rare event," he noted. "It 's 

Responding to the reports, he went out hard to say. It could have been a sonic hoom . 
and caught a glimpse as well. I wouldn't rule out a meteor." 

"It seemed to appear like smoke, or a dust He also noted that bright meteors and 
cloud," he said. fireballs are not too unusual to see . Sounds, 

Fearing some sort of airplane disaster, however, would be delayed reaching people's 
Wells i!.ad his dispatcher call the Federal ears, maybe by as lorig as 30 seconds. Objects 
Aviation Administration in Fairbanks. from space have t1 be quite large in order to 

"The FAA did confirm that it was a mete- cause sounds su h as people around Tok 
or." Wells ·said. rlocl"rihorl !:1 l'!:ol'O vont hnt nr.t .nnlrnr\\xrn (). 

meteor generating a sonic boom-type noise 
would · have been at least the size of a bas­
ketball, he suggested, 

Others in Tok also
1 
heard the blast . Sever­

al of Olding's friends , including one person 
in Chicken, compared stories . 

Some residents would like an official word 
on what they witnessed. Rumors abounded 
for a few days, rangih g from the results of a 
sec ret military test gone haywire to a satel­
lite explosion or even visitors from space . 

"This is highly Ulflusual for many, many 
Tokites to have hea~d this explosion ,'' Old­
ing wrote in an e-mail. "Does ANYONE know 
what it was? We are all dying to know. " 

News that the m1sterious incident was 
likely a meteor wa~ somewhat reassunng, 
laying to rest Martia~n theones . 

"We 're looking fqr UFOs around here ," 
Sgt. Wells joked. 1 

Chappelow said nearly all meteors that 
leave visible trails in the atmosphere are no 
bigger than a BB, and most are as tiny as a 
grain of sand. The 'brightness comes from 
the speed meteors travel into the Earth 's 
atmosphere . . 

Contact staff writer Rena Delbridge .at 459-
7t:1Sl 
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·. · U:riid'e~tifi~t( ;Fly]~g '0'bJect ~ Re~g 
:ce.iih~fh(W.ti.S.h~n~if.~t:ate~ ap(f c>t~rs 
recolfnterf:eiiniilai ··'O"dd-objee'ts·-iri ~the-

. . ·sky strJrfe·s fro~ yeats gone/}}y. . . . 
· · . Severai ·p~oP.le .in rok ieported .the 
,:. ~~myste:rieus .~oise '.shottly" : aft.et 3 p.~. 
·,· Dec. ·z9. The shite·ttoO.p:ers a:lso fl¢Ja~d 

a eall, and .chalked ·tlie ~cid~nt ~p. · as . 
... JLrne..truir __ followin~ri6tdirtnatimi.:With_ .. 
. the Fedetal Aviation.Adih:iniatra'tibn in · 
>:Fairbai\ks·:. . · · ·.' . . - ·. · . 

· .. .. :··sine~ . :t.henj : :others ·have . reported· 
j '·s~~nr~ :~ :cl)fight '()bj'ect on· a . northeast~ 
· ern· :traje~·tonf· 'atcni.nq the same time, 
hut ·rrom: di~t:~uifloc_ati~ns. · · . . . 
· · Tony<:Mheller ! e~ lle.aly .was : dri-vin:g 
sotith;bound·.·near inll~post. 2'62 of the 

. Parks Highway . when :a bright light . 
. s~eni~d to .expled.e. · . · . . . ·: .. 
. ·. ~~twas':amat·ed· tha:t ' jt vhi:s .so bright . 
·- ih · th·e daylight; ~' he :Wrot~ 'in . an · e,· 

ma:tk · :.;·.· . · · · .- ·: . 
. ,.. 't.hie.'":ljglift. dif!play. happ.ah~·d . so f~st, 
he: cofrtjf;tf'l :pinpoint a·lcicatien. . . 
. '~ It Jus't. came aut of nowh~re, quite 

·amazing," h~ wrote. . . 
Others reveal~d . on the N ew~-Mjn- . 

er Web ·site that the'y.1d· witnessed a 
bright; flaring 'light ~round the same 
ti.~e ~ .on~. ftoni .. tlre · El1~~~-'·~ighwar 
15 ··m1les ·northwest .of Fru.rbanks, ana 

· · oile frOm' about three · ini:l~s • north of 
. :. H.e'aly. . . 

·saturday, January 31 , 2009 2:16:45 PM 

Continued from Pag~ A1 

A Delta Junction man was 
snow-shoeing about 30 miles 
northwest · of Tok when an 
erratic vapor trail traced several . 
loops through the sky, accord- . 
·1ng to a report ·he filed with the 
National UFO Reporting Center. 
As he watched, face turned sky­
ward, an echoing boonr re.sound­
e'd. Figuring a rocket or jet had 
twisted out of control, he rushed 
hpme and called for his wife to 
witness the vapor trail, which 
was slowly dissipating but still 
Visible, according to the report. 

Center director Peter Dav­
·enport . has studied UFOs - or, 
ufology -=- fo_r_14. Y~l!!"S. While 

... Tt's ·auficult to speculate on the 
.Alaska phenomenon without 
having witnessed the event him­
·self, . Davenport confirmed that 
·Qbjects flown by intelligent life 
from outer space are not out of 
-the realm of possibility. 
· : "I can't say that a genuine . 
UFO never forms· a contrail .or 
some kind of trail behind it," 
:Davenport said. 1'·From my expe­
rience, it is a very rare occur­
rence." 

. ·_ But spotting UFOs· is not all 
that rare, he said,. pointing to 
a,rc:)und 59,000 reports stored on 
the center's Web site. . 
: "We are being visited by UFOs 
certainly ·on a weekly basis, and 
probab~y more on a daily basis," 
he said. Most alarming is the 
possibility an alien preserice is 
already on Earth, influencing 
events here, he said. 

· Davenport issued a plea for 
Witnesses to r~cord their rec­
ollections by logging onto the 
center's Web site at www.nuforc. 
org,, ,The .rn9re repprts, the bet-: . 
ter for his ongoing studies, and 
already too few of those who see 
a UFO are willing to speak out, 
he said. 

"The trick to my kind .of 
investigation is finding the wit­
nesses," Davenport said. He 
estimates that one of 10,000 
Americans who see such a sight 
actually report it. 

"It is very distressing," he 
noted. "People. think UFOs are 
unusual. I counter by saying 
there is nothing more unusu­
al than the human being and 

· human behavior. Human beings 
are vastly more bizarre than 
aliens or UFOs could ever be," 

Tony Delia isn't prepared to . 
say he saw a UFO about 11 years 
ago. Just the same, . he's certain 
the objects that . lit up the ·sky 
about 50 miles' south of Tok 

· were.....neither ~s.-no~r...ay­
satellites. 

· He was washing dishes a few 
nights · before Christmas in the 
village · of Mentasta when his 
daughter, then ·5, ran outside to 
tape a snowflake decoration to 
his truck. Moments later, . she 
called out for her dad . 

"She pointed up in the sky, 
and · we saw these huge balls 
of fire, different colors," he 
·described. 

Around 20 people living in the 
village stepped · outdoors, · lift­
ing their faces to the brilliantly 
lit Alaska night sky. Eight or 
nine objects of varied size and 
·color dipped over the mountains 
to the northeast, hovering over 
the mountainside, changing. for­
mation, colors and sizes before 
their eyes. 
· "The whole village was out 
looking," Delia reflected. "I've 
never seen anything like it. I've 
seen meteors. I've seen satel­
lites. I don't want to say I've 
seen UFOs, because I don't 
know. Thete's something . out 
there we don't know, we can't 
explain." . 

Contact staff writer Rena Delbridge 
at 459-7518. 

Old UFO Attend Obam·a's Inauguration Ceremony? Watc h VIdeo 
January 26, 2009 Robert Paul Reyes 

"A UFO dropped In on Barack Obama 's Inauguration ceremony, It was claimed last night. 

News footage captured a shadowy object flashing across the sky before the new President's speech . 

The high-speed object appears to streak behind the Washington Monument and then disappear into the clouds. 

The CNN clip, featuring veteran us broadcaster Wolf Blitzer, has attracted thousands of hits on video-sharing website 

YouTube ." 

The Sun/EMILY SMITH 

I take all reports of UFO slghtlngs with a grain of salt, If Intelligent life exists elsewhere In the universe they would pay 

no more attention to us than we would pay to ants under our feet. · 

The chance that we would encounter an allen race that's just a few hundred years more technologically advanced than 
us ts almost zero. If there ts Intelligent life out there they could very well be millions or billions years ahead of us, and 
It's doubtful that we would even recognize them as sentient life forms If they stood (hovered?) right next to us. 

But If aliens are Interested In someone In our little blue planet, It would be Barack Obama . The 44th president of the 
United States Is the most popular and powerful person In the world. Obama has Instilled hope and optimism in 
Americans, and he has elevated the consciousness of everyone In the world with access to a TV or a computer. 

If a joker claimed that a UFO hovered over Bush as he delivered a speech, everyone would exclaim: Yeah, right! But 
maybe, just maybe even extraterrestrial beings are enthralled with Obama . · 

Watch the video and make up your own mind : 

http:/ ;www. thesun.co. uk/sol/homepage/news/article216 7191 .ece 
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By Traci L. Weisenbach 

50 years ago, 
'Little Blue Man' 
shook up Elkton 

ELKTON - Picture it- you're driving 
along a country road on a Thursday 
night in the early spring , and out of 
nowhere, something strange appears 
from the darkness alongside the road . 
An illuminated, bluish figure moving 
very quickly, perhaps even dancing. 

Then, in the blink of an eye, it's gone. 

You try to make sense of it, but your 
mind can't quite wrap around it. You 've 
heard stories of UFO sightings , 
but. .. no .. . it can't be ... an alien? 

What would you do? Do you keep your 
eerie experience to yourself, not 
wanting to appear like you 're in need of 
a straitjacket? Or do you te ll others, as 
perhaps others have witnessed the 
same spooky sight? 

While th is scenario may sound like 
something from a science fiction show, 
it actually happened in Elkton in 1958. 
Once the mystery was solved , news of 
the "Little Blue Man" stretched across 
the globe, along with a photo of the 
"al ien" and two policemen. Fifty years 
later, people still talk about this famous 
caper, and a local corn maze 
celebrates this tale that's almost too 
"out of this world" to be true. 

The prank 

The zany tale starts with three young 

men who had just returned home from 
serving in the military, one of those 
men being Don Weiss . 

"We were 22 or 23 years old, and we 
were looking for work," Weiss said . 
"We had a little extra time on our 
hands." 

Weiss said he and the other two 
gentlemen - LeRoy Schultz and Jerry 
Sprague - were best of friends and 
spent a lot of time together. They were 
known for being jokesters in town . 
Using this sense of humor, the trio 
devised the ultimate prank. 

"There was starting to be flying saucer 
stories, and the idea came from that," 
Weiss said . "We wanted to take this 
idea a little further." 

- - -- ----· ·---· 

They decided it would be fun to have 
one of them dress as an alien and go 
out at night to surprise people. In a 
garage, they devised a costume, which 
included long underwear, Weiss's high 
school football helmet, Styrofoam 
attached to the helmet, large gloves, 
German combat boots with metal 
soles, a bedsheet with two holes cut 
out for the eyes and a button sewed on 
for the mouth , and blinking lights on 
the helmet and Styrofoam. 

"They didn't have blinking (Christmas) 
lights back then, so we had to make 
the lights blink ourselves," Weiss said . 
"We had a battery pack attached to the 
costume." 

The entire costume was spraypainted 
blue . 

"The paint glowed a bit in the light, 
which added to the effect," Weiss said. 

He said there was a song on the radio 
at the time called "Little Blue Man" by 
Betty Johnson, which inspired the blue 
color of their "alien" creation . 

On one Thursday night in the early 
spring of 1958, the trio debuted their 
prank. Because the long underwear 
would fit only him, Sprague became 
the "alien ." 

During the trio's nighttime jaunts , 
Sprague would hide in the trunk of "the 
getaway car," and Schultz would drive 
out to a country road and Weiss would 

- -
let Sprague out. Sprague would run 
along a fence line or alongside a ditch 
bank so people could see him . After 
traveling a short distance on foot , 
Sprague would hop back into the car's 
trunk. Weiss said he was in charge of 
helping Sprague get in and out of the 
trunk. 

"Jerry never jumped out in front of 
cars ," Weiss said . 

Because they didn't want to make 
themselves too easy of a target, the 
three friends only embarked on their 
capers on Thursday nights. 

"We wanted to let people see (Jerry) , 
and then we'd sit back and wait to see 
if people talked about it," Weiss said . 

He said it took three or four Thursday 
trips before they started hearing 
chatter about it. 

"Then , people's imaginations started 
taking over," Weiss said. 

He said some accounts had "the blue 
man" measuring 10 feet high while 
others said it was just two feet high. 
Another report indicated someone 
spotted him sitting atop a telephone 
pole . 

"My favorite was an account that said 
'It ran faster than any human,"' Weiss 
said with a chuckle . 

Most of the time, the trio would do their 
pranks in the Elkton area . The farthest 
they traveled was the intersection of 
Filion Road and M-53, Weiss said. 

The trio embarked on eight to 1 0 jaunts 
and no one suspected them as the 
culprits . Reports hadn 't been made to 
the police until one night in April 1958, 
when Weiss, Sprague and Schultz 
involved a school bus in their orank 

"We were sitting at The Bean Pot in 
Bad Axe when we saw a bus of Elkton 
Junior High students drive by," Weiss 
said . "The students had been to a 
rollerskating party ." 

Because the costume was in the car 
the three friends decided to driv~ 
ahead of the bus a few miles so 
Sprague could put on his "blue man" 
show. 

"That's when all heck broke lose," 
Weiss said. 

The next day , six police cars sat at the 
Elkton school. Someone had called the 
pol ice. 

"There was a little panic," Weiss said 
about what he and his friends felt as 
they saw the police cars . "I guess the 
school kids (on the bus) were 
genuinely scared and parents were 
concerned ." 

Weiss said he and his friends kept 
everything about "the blue man" a 
secret until one day, Sprague told a 
friend in Kinde and that person told 
other people . 

"We knew it was just a matter of time 
before the police found out it was us," 
Weiss said . 

One night in Elkton , then-Michigan 
State Trooper Will iam Collins was 
patroll ing and the three pranksters 
approached him. 

"We said , 'I hear that you 're looking for 
us,"' Weiss said . 

Collins took Weiss, Sprague and 
Schultz to the Huron County Sheriffs 
Office, 'vvheie they were questioned by 
then-Sheriff Merritt McBride and then­
Prosecuting Attorney James 
Umphrey.Weiss said he and his friends 
weren't too concerned about getting 
into serious trouble , as no one had 
been hurt in the pranks. 

"They thought it was hilarious," Weiss 
said of McBride and Umphrey. "They 
wanted to carry it further. They 
proposed that we walk around the 
radio station to see what would 
happen." 

Weiss said they didn't go to the radio 
station. He and his friends received a 
warning to never do the "blue man" 
prank again . 

"We were told 'Take your underwear 
and go home,"' Weiss sa id. 

Other than Weiss's football helmet, 
which still has a bit of blue paint on it 
and is on display at Weiss's 
barbershop in downtown Elkton, Weiss 
isn 't sure what became of the costume . 
He said one of the German combat 
boots , which belonged to his brother, 
Harvey, is missing . 

As for Schultz , Weiss said he moved 
away from the Thumb about 40 years 
ago . Sprague , who went on to own 
Elkton Roofing and Siding Co., died in 
2006. 

"He became very quiet in his later 
years ," Weiss said , noting Sprague 
didn't really talk much about the "Little 
Blue Man ." 

Weiss summarizes the "Li t11e Blue 
1 

Man" as "a Halloween prank and it 
1 '.•Vasr.' t Halloween. " 



The aftermath 

A photo of Sprague in the costume 
flanked by Collins and then-Huron 
County Deputy Sheriff Robert Quinn 
was taken by Bob Barrett of the Huron 
News, which is now the Huron Daily 
Tribune. That photo and the 
accompanying story took the rural , 
innocent prank and turned it into an 
international story. Soon after the 
photo and story appeared in the Huron 
News, other Michigan newspapers 
picked up the story. The Associated 
Press also picked up the story, and it 
ended up in "Stars and Stripes," the 
military newspaper, Weiss said. 

"We got calls from TV stations around 
the country ," he added. 

Perhaps the most exciting mention of 
the "blue man" was in the May 1958 
issue of Life Magazine. 

In 1994, a local film and video 
production student decided to produce 
a documentary on the "Little Blue Man" 
for his senior thesis at Grand Valley 
State University . His name is Dan 
Depner. 

"Blue Man was on my brain 24 hours a 
day," he said. 

The 32-minute movie , called "Huron 
County Blues," includes interviews -
both phone and face-to-face - of 
those who were involved in the prank, 
including Weiss, and some 
eyewitnesses to the "Little Blue Man," 
including AI Hanson. 
"I saw the 'Blue Man' three times," 
Hanson told the Huron Daily Tribune 
for this story. "The first time, it was 
quite a shock." 

He said the first time he spotted the 
"Blue Man," he was driving to Elkton 
with his then-girlfriend Joan Bittner, 
who now is his wife. 

"We were near the railroad tracks 
outside of Elkton by the golf course , 
and all of a sudden, here's this little 
blue guy walking along by the ditch, all 
t~ese lights blinking ," he said. "It 
scared the hell out of me at first. Joan 
and I looked at each other and she 
said , 'Did you see what I saw?' I said , 
'Yes, but I'm not going to turn around. "' 

Hanson said he told Joan Bittner's 
father, Herb, about the eerie sight, 
along with other people . 

"They just laughed. They didn't believe 
me," he said. 

Hanson said after seeing the "Blue 
Man" three times, he figured it was a 
prank, but he didn't know who the 
pranksters could be. He said when he 
found out who they were, he wasn't 
surprised. 

"They were clowns, always joking 
around," he said of Weiss, Sprague 
and Schultz. "They were all good guys. 
They didn't want to hurt anybody." 

Hanson said seeing the "Blue Man" 
was "an exciting experience." 

For the movie , Depner obtained the 
actual police report given to the 
Michigan State Police after the school 
bus incident. Elkton High School 
teachers Ed Wichert and John 
Hamilton had filed the report. The two 
had been chaperones on the skating 

Once the report was filed, Collins and 
Quinn were assigned to the case. More 
people started coming forth to admit 
they had caught a glimpse of the "blue 
man," according to Depner's movie. 

The movie won first place in the 1994 
Grand Rapids Film and Video Festival. 

Depner is known not only for this 
movie, but for his corn maze on Griggs 
Road east of Caseville, which has 
become a very popular spot for both 
local and out-of -area tourists. This 
year, the maze has an alien theme, 
and Depner claims "friendly aliens" 
created the design. The giant alien 
maze is 8 1/2 acres and includes an 
"Alien Trivia" game. One of the 
questions is, "Who was the alien who 
invaded Huron County in 1958?" 

"Few visitors know the story of the 
'Blue Man,"' Depner said . "This 
question stumps the best of them!" 

The "Little Blue Man" legend lives on 

Time doesn't seem to lessen people's 
interest in the "Little Blue Man" story, 
Depner said. 

"The more time that passes, the more 
popular this story seems to be," he 
said . "Many of the individuals involved 
are no longer with us; therefore, the 
documentary has turned into a 
collector's piece." 

Depner called the "Little Blue Man" a 
"fantastic prank" that was well thought 
out. 

"The timing of the prank couldn't have 
been better," he said , referring to 
people's sightings of UFOs. 

Weiss said people are still curious 
about the "Little Blue Man." "Not a 
month goes by that someone doesn't 
mention it," he said. 

Weiss said today, if three friends 
wanted to try to pull off such a prank, 
he wouldn't necessarily discourage 
them. 

"I'd say do your thing , as long as no 
one gets hurt," he said . "We need more 
humor in our lives. Everyone is so 
serious these days." 

Depner agreed. 

"If this (prank) was to happen today, I 
don't think it would be nearly as 
effective," he said. ''I'm sure the 
perpetrators would be finding 
themselves in hot water. " 

MOUNT PLEASANT JOURNAL 

Date : Th ursday . December 04, 2008 
WESTMORELAND C ITY, PA Locat ion: 

Date : 

BrlahtllahtsP 
Jualter and venus! 
Well-known l.lEQ researrhc>r Stan 
Gordon has been recei'"inu numer­
ous reports of l\VO bright lighb in 
the sky from across Penn..;~ 1\·aniJ 
during the ra~t week. Oh .... _· n ·L'r' 
have been reporting th~ t\\ tl hright 
light sour\:es on dt::Jr n i ~ht-. . ~tnd 
in a south -southwc~t dir~ct inn 
after sunset, during ~i.lrh C' ' t: 11i 1 1 ~ 
hour~ . "The"e sight ing-. :..t il ;tppL':tr 
to be the planets JupitL' r <l nJ 
Venus in clo~c pru.\illl ily ~~, L'a ... :l' 
other:· noted Gordon. <Hldill!..: 1 h ~tr 

· The Moon. Venus ~md Ju pi10iTII·~ ­
all i11 dose conjunctiull tl 11' \\L'c ).., . 

''In addition to the ob:'c r' ~tiiPii' id. 
Venus and Jupiter. I ha' e h l't' l' 

receiving other more unu:- U<d 
UFO reports in recent \\ 1>-· k ... ... 
Gordon added . ··UFO ~~ ~.· t i' i1: h ' ' 
been act ive all year m:r1l" lh l' 

Keystone St:.~te .· · 

Locat ion : 
Friday, December 12, 2008 
EAS TON, PA 

LEHIGHVALLEYLIVE 

UFO OR.' IIYLAR 
BALLOON? . 
A reader submitted 
photos of an alleged UFO 
over Phillipsburg. Nick 
Falsone isn't so sure the 
object is extraterrestrial. 
·Read aboUt his theories 

· in his Bedlam in Beth· ·· · 
lehem blog at lehighval· 

'--. · - l~live.com 



By Arwalll Joiner local residents. 
Special to the Reporter-News Michael Com, 'Zl, afonnermem­

ber of the Army assigned to a Patriot 
What in the world continues to :Missile unit, said while at his home at 

"It looked really close to Ste­
phenville, like it was almost over 
the courthouse;'' Corn said 

fly in the skies over Stephenville? Or 7:15pm. at the intersection ofHigh-
., maybe it's out of this world WtrfrT/ Business and U.S. Highway 

He said the amber/orange lights 
pulsed in a right-to-left direction. 

! On the heels of multiple UFO ... 281, friends called him outside. 
r ~intheareaon0ct.23,Th~ He saw what appeared to be a 
1
• day proved just as noteworthy for brightly lit object in the sky. 
'"-..._j 

"I could see the bottom of the 
object from the illumination of those 
lights and the city lights," Com said 
''The lx>ttom (of the object) looked 

.. --~ -----· 

smooth. 

Abilene Reporter-News 

ABILENE, TX 

Circ. D. 31 ,035 

·"There is no way you could be 
outside and look up in the sky and 
nbt notice this thing. It was just 
·weird" 

November 21 2008 

Fowler, CO 

UFO reported in Colorado 
By Dan Cunningham 

GateHouse News Service 

Wed Jan 07, 2009, 09:56AM MST 

Las Animas, Colo . -

The town of Las Animas is buzzing about a UFO sighting around Christmas. 

Com said he observed the object 
for about 15 seconds, and then it dis­
appeared without a sound 

"It just vanished," he said. 
Whe_~~stioned abo_ut the 

One of the witnesses has gone on the record to talk about it, but another prefers to remain 
unnamed. 

Mark Lucero, 22, of Las Animas said he was standing outside a convenience store about 8:30 
p.m. one evening during Christmas week. While he chatted with a companion, he saw a large, 
shiny object in his peripheral vision. 

When he turned to look at it, he was stunned . 

"It looked like a silver basketball , but a lot bigger. It was above the tree right here," he said, 
pointing to a tree directly across the street from the convenience store. "Then it took off west and 
was gone." 

Lucero said the object had remained motionless in one spot until he looked up. 

"I know it was not a moving object. Then it took off pretty damn fast," Lucero said. 

He said he believes the tree branches were being used by the object for cover, "like we were not 
supposed to see it." 

The second eyewitness said in a separate interview that he saw the object in his peripheral vision, 
too, and it suddenly took off when Lucero turned his head to look at it. 

As the second man turned to look at the object, it seemed to curve back and down and then 
suddenly shot off to the left and disappeared after cross a few degrees of arc in the sky. 

He said the object had a "transparent look around it, like a mirage in the desert." He described 
the color as like a shiny silver car. 

"It definitely was not a meteor," he said. 

He said it also was not a bat or bird flying in the night sky. 

While it was gray, it had a glow around it. He described it as looking like gasses were coming off 
of it. 

"I used to live by the airport in Denver. I have seen plane lights where they become stationary 
and then move. This was different," he said. 

The second man said that since their sighting, another couple has told them they saw something 
similar east of Las Animas. 

Lucero drew a picture of the UFO, describing it as perfectly round, and it seemed to have three 
small holes on the edge, spaced like a triangle. He said there was no trail behind the object, but 
there was a glow around the edge of it. 

Lucero also said his girlfriend saw something similar a few weeks ago while headed out of town, 
and she took a picture of it with her cell phone. 

Bent County Democrat 

when questioned about the 
possibility of the object being an 
experimental military project, he 
said: ''I lmow that we couldn't make 
it I don't believe it's ours. I got the 
impression that it has technology 
that we are not capable of under­
standing." 

Corn said he is familiar with all 
types of aircraft because ofhis expe­
rience in the Army and his child­
hood near the Dallas-Fort Worth 
airport 

"It was very unnerving - you 
can't come up with a reasonable 
explanation for what it was," Com 
said 

Corn's girlfriend, Ashley Couch, 
also saw the object. 

"It reminded me of a carou­
sellying over on its s!de," Couch 
said ·· 

Another observer at U.S. High­
Wcrf 281 and North Loop rT1 said she 
could not explain what she saw. 

The 20-year-old woman, who 
asked not to be identified, was trav­
eling north on Loop 3'Tl when her 
boyfriend called her attention to the 
vehicle just ahead that seemed to 
be strangely illuminated 

''He asked me ifi szwthose weird 
lights," she said ''But I hadn't noticed 
anything.'' 

She said they pulled into a gas 
station at the intersection. 

When they exited their vehicle, 
a rhan pulled in and asked if they 
had seen the lights. 

"He said he was a pilot, and after 
my boyfriend had just asked me 
about lights so that got my atten­
tion," the woman said 

Entering back into traffic headed 
north, they both saw an object. 

"It was coming down at a slight 
angle- slowly -_it had a bright, 
big light, a steady light and a blink­
ing light," she said, "for a total of 
three. 

"One was red, and maybe that 
was the one that was blinking ... I'm , 
notsure.'' · 

The couple was so mesmerized 
they slowed down to almost a stop 
in the .road -·-- . . 

''It pivoted to our left side, maybe 
50 yards away and 75 yards up in 
the air," she said "It looked almost 
like it was hovering. The lights 
were so bright it was hard to see 
the shape." 

The woman said they passed the 
object, and she looked back to see 
if it was going to land at the airport, 
Clark Field But she was unable to 
see it. 

"We turned around and went 
back" to the gas station, she said. 
"There we saw it again, but this 
time it was on our right moving 
left across in front of us," she said 
"It turned again and looked like it 
was about to stop, and went back 

· the other way." 
''The lights were so bright it was 

almost hard to look at it I think it 
; might have been blimp-shaped and 
: about the size of two school buses. 
: It was hard to tell.'' 

Area law enforcement officers 
said about 10 calls were received 
reporting a craft or lights. 

While some of the callers may 
have seen flares, one officer said 
not all of the calls were related to 
flares dropped in the Brownwood 
Military Operating Area just before 

17p.m 
L._ __ , 
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Discovery Channel's UFO docu_!lliilltary 
focuses on Bucks County sightings 
T omorrow night at 9, 

th~ Discovery Channel 
will be prcmicri ng a new 

documentary series, "UFOs 
Over Earth - The Bucks County 
Flap." What should make it 
especially interesting for readers 
of this newspaper is that the 
nationally broadcast program 
focuses exclusively on recent 
alleged sightings of unidentified 
flying objects (UFOs) right 
here in Bucks County. 

For tho~e few still-unin­
formed individuals, UFOs are 
those mysterious lights and 
sometimes huge solid objects 
that are said to hover overhead 
with no rational explanation. 
Their sizes may vary from that 
of a small pie plate to something 
larger than a football field . 
They are also reported to appear 
in several shapes; the most com-

- -- mon-bdrrg-ciT"ttlll!r-{di·sk:.;hke ); 
tubular (cigar-shaped), and V­
shaped (like a boomerang). 
They're also commonly referred 
to as "flying saucers., 

According to John Ventre, 
the Pennsyivania State Director 
of the Mutual UFO Network 
(MUFON), there have been 138 
documented cases of UFO 
sightings in Pennsylvania dur­
ing the past summer, with 77 uf 
them reported from Bucks 
County. MUFON is an interna­
tional civilian organization that 
investigates and attempts to s~:i­
entifically discover what these 
UFOs actually are and where 
they origimue. 

On a Saturday afternoon and 
evening in early August, I spcn t 
a number of hours with Ventre; 
with local MUFON field repre­
sentative Bob Gardner; and 
with Bob Wise, th.e producer of 
the Discovery Channel docu­
mentary, as they interviewed 
and taped accounts of a numb~;:r 
of loW!I residents who claim to 
have seen UFOs. While some 
of the stories seemed (a·t least to 

me) a little "far out," a couple of 
them had a ring of truth and 
objectivity that I felt warranted 
further investigation. 

Last Wednesday evening, I 
had the opportunity to screen 
an advanced copy of Wise's fin­
ished product. 

While the new documentary 
describe.s the alleged sightings 
of si.x.Bucks County individuals, 
it primarily focuses on the 
accou.nts of two of them, Cliff 
(last name withheld), a retired 
con tractor who reported twice 
seeing a huge silent aircraft over 
his Doylestown horne in July, 
and Denise Lynch Murter, a 
housewife who described several 
UFO visits to the back yard of 
her Village of Penn brook apart­
ment hetwecn April and July. 
Cliff described a very large 
object that appeared to h~ve six 
u FO!n1ocke'dlogeth~er f6 rmi'n g · 
a hexagon. He reported that 
when lightning flashed, he was 
able to sec through the seams 
and saw the entire object. 

Gardner explained that in an­
attempt to verify Cliff's story, a 
few days later he visited the 
Philly airport tower and was 
shown radar that confirmed that 
a !Jrge unidentified object had 
appeared in the area of Cliff's 
home at the time of the alleged 
sighting. He explained that 
a<.:cording to FAA personnel, 
the unid·entified object did not 
have a transponder (a radio 
beam that helps air traffic con­
trollers identify the aircraft and 
its location), and that after cir­
cling Doylestown, it headed 
north and disappeared off the 
radar screen. 

In a phone call to the airport 
tower on Thursday, I spoke to 
an FAA representative who con· 
firmed Gardner's account. 
While acknowledging that the 
object was unidentified and did 

circle Doylestown, she pointed 
out that radar is capable of pick­
ing up numerous unidentified 
objects- occasionally even 
large. vehicles. Yet, she remem­
bered that the object in question 
was moving at a hig rate of 
speed -even for an aircraft­
and stressed that while there are 
some aircraft that fly without 
transponders, it would be quite 
unusual for any of them to be 
flying without one at 3 or 4 a.m. 
This was especially true since 
the object in question was so 
close to a protected air space 
area which requires a transpon­
der. 

The other key witness 
Murter insists that she saw a 
strange object hovering over the 
trees in her back yard on 5 dif­
ferent occasions between April 
and July. She says that all of the 
incidents oc-curred b'etween ·1 -­
and 4 a.m. and that several 
times the object sprinkled a 
sparkling metalic substance on 
one of her trees, and then drew 
it back up. When I asked her if 
the sprinkled substance looked 
like "Disney Dust," (the shim­
mery snowflake-like material 
that drops from magic wands in 
Disney cartoons) she laughed 
and said, 11 Yes, exactly" 

In late July, MUFON inves-
tigators took leaf and soil sam­
ples from Murter's tree and 
from another tree a block away. 
Three independent laboratories 
examined the samples with 
mixed results. One lab insisted 
that the leaves from her tree had 
been subjected to high heat or 
radiation and had very high lev­
els of boron and magnesium, yet 
it was not found in the soil or 
the tree sample located a block 
away. Another lab disagreed 
with those findings. 

In early August, Murter 
e-mailed me photos of what she 
described as I ights hovering 



FROM THE ARCHIVES 

, ~Vi·~-~ li-~~,;J·(··]·lg 
,n ;.a,,•,n· .. L..r••/e· ' ~ '"1 ... : ~- ,.: lf# ·a :" ;· . r 

Say 6 
Ai.rme·n 

A-F 

Cont. 

Pen·d'w· l·t~m Swin·g 
"Whil-e desce1Hlittfl it Uif!S stv"i~~f{· 

um i?i a 1Je?tdulum ta·sh-ion tram 
tett to ri,qht . 

" As the Meteor t1~rne d · to sta. rt 
i its landinQ run the rYoi:eet C£'i11Jeated 
1 to be tollbwino it . Bu·t edfre)r: iL few 

seconds it stovved its ae::s((~-?:1~' q:n'd 
h unq in the air rota·tHif} as }f:t on'·fts 

· own a:ris. 
" Then it accelerated · a.t a.1.1.. in­

crcdihle speed. to th·e weSt, t"1p·1ted 
south-east. ancl then di.sappetcrecl . 

.. It is difficult to e~Hm:a.u the 
oiJ:iect 's ~pe~d. The tn_oi~nt . lW1J­
penecl. wtthm a nmtter of 1-5 to 20 
seconds . 

It Fl·a·s·he·d --::.. ---~. -····---....--.,.-f"'CC!' ..... ~- -----------------···- .... - .. :w;-----.._ ,-,.~----- ----------------------------··· ·-·- ----------------- - .•. 0 •• ------ - ··· · - · ··· · ··- . 

" D1lrino the tew seconds that it 
wa.s rotat_ino we could see it flash· 
ino in the sv.nshine. It appeared 

; t.o lle about the size of a Vam-pire 
· iet. aircraft at a similar hei,qht. N. jO 'iT_. .-

. 

I Smoke-Ring 
Balloon, Says 

S,D_~_ 21 S E P 1952 

Weather 
Pilot 

Or 
: ' ' We are all convtncect. tha·t it 
1 wa:; some solicl. obicct . We realised 
; verv (Jldcklv that. it could not be a 
i hroken cowlino or n 7Jarachu.t.e. 
: " There was not the sl.iqh test 
: possibility that the object 1lJe san 

By Sunday Di$patch Reporter 
1uns a s1noke ..rinq. or was oa1~;sed 

; by vapour trail from the Me·teor 
o1· from any iet aircra.jt . We have , 
of course, seen Uli.s. and we are 
all q·uite certain that what we sa.w 
was not caused b11 vapour or oy 
smoke . 

SERIOUS investigation was being made 
· last night by tl1e .R.A.F. into the mystery of 

a silvery·wl1ite object that chased a Meteor 
" We are also q1~itc cedain tlrfat 

i t was not (L weather o·bse?·u,p:tiO'II 
balloon . The speeCJ. at. l.lJh1ch .. Jt 
movccl. awwv aiscoun.l.3 this aifV.~ 
qetll er . 

jet-plane o'rer Yorkshire during 
Main brace." 

"Exercise ·· 1 t 11;a :; not" a- sma il obiect wnzcti 
appr: on:c/ I.J i qger iu the conditions 
of liqflt Ont coml)i7lecl 07Jinion is 
l.lwt ll was a.bout the si:;:e of a 

as 
It vvas seen by tVl'O R.A.I~. officers and three ai rcre\v 

they stood near Coastal <.:on1ma.nd Shackleton Squadron 

Vcunpire 1ct-a11.cl that it was 
something we !lad '!lever scc_n 
before in a lonq c:qJenence of atr 
o/Jservation ." 

Flight Lieutenant Marian Cybul­
ski, :~4 . wl1o was in a Pol·tsh 
sq11?..dron dl! l'l ng the war and nas 
flmvn 2.000 t10u rs , Sf\ icl : 

!ere are five of tJ1o R.A.F. men who saw n,e Flying Saucer. Lart to 
l~t stand·tng: L.A.C. Grima, Sgt. T. B. Oewys, Master Slgs , A. E. 

hompson, Fl1Rf1l·Lieut M. Cybulski, Fllght·Lieut. J. w. Kilburn. 

I-I . Q. at rr o p c 1 i f fe. 
They had just lanclecl after 

a flight ancl were watching a 
Meteor coming· in to land at 
the neighbourii1g Dishfort.11 
R.A.F. station . 

0 n e of t 11 e m, F 1 i g· h t L i e u t. 
Jolln W . Kilburn, 31, of 
Egremont, Climber Ia nd, t h.e n 
spotted "some tll ing diHerent ! 
from anything I havp, ever 
seen in 3,700 hours flying In · 

"J agree wiLh everytt1ing t.ll8t 
r•'l lgll r Lieutenant Kilburn savs 

; ~hr)ul t.11;s mvstN ious ob.iecL. There 
: mfl .v IJI" F'l _1·ing Saucers and there 
i mav not be. But. this was some· 

I thing : ;:';'t n~~ s~:~:f~re . " 
Master Signaller Albert w. 

Thomson. 29 . of Abbey-road . 
Bnnow-in-F\ll'llE'SS . w11o t1as been 
with t.he R.'\ .F . for 14~ years. said : 
" 1 saw i ust. t11e same It was ther"f> 
m t 11e ·air . a rouncl shaiJe wh icl1 

! . lw ng for a few -;econcls What. it 
Hr tnlrl mr' l ast nig!H · wns I s i mp ly don t. know" 

a variety of conditions ." 

··II. IIHI'; 10 :) :) o n1. n u Fn rl.n lt Sergt. Flight . Engineer Thomas 
Til.(' IH eL rr n· 11 a , l 'll lll i ·uo rln11 :.11 · 1 1 'vV 
/rnlll n/.>oul .-).OQOif . Tile s/;. lt w(u; • B. ~et-eys, fO . ()! 13 er wor·c "!, t . ar · 
r:lear 1'hr?rc l(l(l.S s~tnshint=: rrurl : \\'l C' Sllre.R.so sawt.H~OJJeC.,. 
ltll.limif.r:'cl risinilifl; . L.A .O. George Grime. ~'2 . ot 

.. The Mctrnr lJ :as CTnssinrt f ro111 Sal, fordi . sa id ... lh saw a SOll'_t ,or 
F-a.s' In \" l' .. ~. t ,,,.11_.,. 11_ . na o s l! n ,ng on t. f cen trr o t 1e 

" 'V ' ' ! unt i cerl llu·' : o l;jec: c Jt tl.ppeared : o br go1ng 
w1,1;if.1? nh}eet. i n thr: sk u . . ! round and to sh i nt:> as it turnecl. 

Th1s oh1rr·t l PO .~ s1lrr·r nncl. cir- 1 I It was a so li d object wi t l1 no mark s 
----------·-- - ------·----·- ----·- -·-···----------·-· f'!L/(11 ' 111 Sf/.(l)l(' . 0/1 0 11/ 10 000ff. ll.rl , ; On i t.'' . 

·-·--·- ·. s~mc !we lllzlcs a.sl.nn oi t.hc rnr- ' : A s: :-.::11 ftver w!1o 5'tw tile 
l Cl aft . ft. apnea.rerl. ·tn hr t.J ·rnJf''!/imr : : · · . · · · ' · 
' at. a /olufT snc('c/. tlwn file Mr:l.t·'n' · 1 l!lCI~e,u, F~lght Lieutenant R._. M. 

btt.t 11 :cu; o n /.17£' s ru 11 c r·mn·,·e · · ParJs ._ of BJ!ght.on, was on a tl _\ 111g 
·· 1 s 1 · 1 . : ,1: . ; ,,·. · .. ·,. • <>xerctse yesterda~· nnd could nol 

. r _1 c · I. l1u, · · ' ' h .. I/.. g:ve a personnl ~ccount 
!.hat. ? nnd. Ur c ,-:.1ut ps tnn/i:e (/ ro · 

. where I tws 1JOint in o S o n;r'/)() ( /1 • 
sho1.1.tr.cl thnt it. n••ol'.! !,,. !!11' 
~· nr;1ne co-tulinp oi lif e '!1 1'/,-·ur lull· 
n1q out. ol t.h P sk u T 'll'!l .,., . 

' t/1 nuqhr. it mi q/1 i. !l r o po rr-1 r·/1 11 ;- , 

' ' Bnt OS: 11 :r IU!I. I'i!r'(i !/.', ' ( : ·;f ' 

ma. i nl.oj11er/ o s!OI! : in ,·u:on/ , 1;.-·, ·ri 
/or a )(' I( sr•rn11 c/ s /), 'iorc 1 tc1;-t.inr• 
t.o rlc src11 cl · 

Continued ·-·• 
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Strange Object Seen i 
1n La Crescenta Skies /l 

-··-N.OW lT'S Ft YING TRIANGLE 
··-- -· 

i . TwO Women 
.. I ----,Rep· ort UFO 
"lj' ; : fn Windsor 

·a -.,...~....._ 

She said tbe of)ieet tlew 
riJht ove·r thetr hea<ll. 

Look nut.! Here come the flying told a Town Hall audJenet 
< . 

.,; WTNDS9R.- Wb•t'• bfmr 
I 410 "IDd wider ~- .• 1411 .'- ~ 
~ ~ . sha~ and tull , ollllhts. .-Its 

'1t wa• an enonnoua craft, 
shaped like a triangle with 1 
&Jid ')'Item lD between, and 
fi&htt ou;Jmin& the structure." 
$ht saJcl. 

The ·~ woraeni ~ ·em­
ployee.s at Vermont 'PUbUc. Ra• 
dio, reported· the aightJngs to 
UFO ~ntert around the couu· 
try.· They 5a id. ont pt the cell· 
tef'$, i.D SNttltr WaalL, sa id 
there h.ad ~n other reporu ot 
the siJh ti%28•. 

trlangle!t. thlnk.c; lhe flYing saucen. .. · . 
Mrl!. Ruby Lytle telef)honr.d over the Unltetl States a'rtl R · 

I 
the flherltf 's Montrose Station ex· slm map record1ng. devices. 
citedJy · yesterday and Raid she I•·..._. _________ ,_._ 

. ~aw one when 11he look~ from CAFE ALL SET. 
t her kitchen window at 2522 · 

; a steady hum that tound• llke a 
~" I ·train and nfeJ It .about 4,000 
0 - ~ feet? 
~ ~ · Linda Kln&tt>ury, 33. and 
-r1 ,g ·Lucy Slothower, 2~, wo\Wd loY"t 
~ '1:! to nnct ·out. 

Monlro~e Ave., La Cre~centa. 

1

. FOR FLYING 
The thing wa., tlylng north at 

1 ~~i~~ ~f:~~~olored and h~~ a SAUCER Pf LOTS 
~ ~ They sew such aa ·Qhject tor · 

a\Ore thaft ave min\IWI ltlrt• 
Ms . Slothower said the craft 

was so qulet and "subtle" she 
doubts it would have f>Hn seea 
"by anyone drl vins dowa tbe 
ro.d ." 

gondola·shaperl body attached ." A Beverly Hills ca!e OWl't" . 
~he tbld Sgt. :r. C. Newman. "ft 's tor yesterday ~;e lzed on t 
hetween 5000 and lO,OOO feet up most recent fty1n g saucer · 
and I know It Isn't a kite or a. port R!l a Jaugh·getter fo 
weather balloon or a plane bP.· patronR of hl11 esta.bllshnle 

1
-

1
p; In&·· at 7:23 Wednuday nilbt 
' 1ftar th~ W'll lke<J out or • ~ 
· •· eery store; 
t3 . "I noticed one-· star th•t : 

~ NM~ed- to be movina u4 lt J 

Tbt two womea drew p» 
ilr" or thei.r slgbt ing and Hiett 
otnc:ia ls from the VFO sigh tine . rau.c;e I 'm familiar . with all ill SAnta Monlca :aod Bever · 

tho~e . " R lvd ~ . 
The tr i angl~ was ahout the A knN? - hl~h t;~bl e, . co. 

,o:; ize oC a large planf!, Mr!!. LytlP. plrte with miniature chi _ 
Rald, hut she didn 't notice ·an y <~nrt place Aettl ngs, bo~ 
"space men" aboard . ThP.re was neatly l~ttered card thi'C 
no sound oC'any englne. read : 
. From Salem, 0., came dill· "Reserved fo r Fl.Yil?6 Sl .. 

p atches describing how former CP.r P!lo~23 inches tAU (1!' ' 

Crown Prlnce Otto or Aunr-111 under. " 

~ lr'P' comillc naht at us;" ... kl 
Ma. Slothoww. cent~ plan to ~=-- _th.::..._e_m_. ___ _ 

Los Angeles Times J / 11 150 ~. 
rNe;~s~~~~T:"' ' ··· .. --- -- -------~--------- ---·:·c-ROM-\IrBLiT .. s~pt . - .,.- -i7- - 1 

/ '~Iyiifg.: Tri8.ngle' Seen iri State 
i CROMWELL !Special l . - RJ. , 

1 
chard lreton has decided t.ha t 

i seeing triangles isn 't so square. 
I lrelon, who live.s at J-.4 Grove 
1 Rd. here , sa id r'riday he , h1s wife 
and oe ighbors all saw ··ny1og 

"lrta:lgles'' two weeks a·go. He sa id : - -
he didn't report his !inding.s at 
first Cor fear of being "ridlct~led . ·· 

EY:OtYING 
· e~ L.. IGUT 

Now, he ~ars. he 's going to !g- ; VJ ~ \f C ~ •. .,_ __ .... _ _.. 
nore op iuion and sland by his ! L- ' 0 ... r 
fact.-s. His detailed descriptions of ! 
what he saw and bow 'he saw it ; at an angle "at a terrific rate he became cold, he sa id, aud went 
.tc:)lify to his work as a macllin· ·of speed '' toward Long Island i into the cottage. Several people ' 
~'il . • . . . · _.-{. · S...:und - but with no ~0 1J11 d of lis in this area · told him they .saw , 
Eerie : l\o Notsc · I · 

lrelon said that about ll :JO p.m. own . . . . the SRt_ne th ing at U1e sarnc 11me.,, f 

Sept . 2 he and his wife were : . ~.f ) sa1d the obJet:l had , at two he satd. . .. 
driving .on' ~t. l i?. Westbrook. r:oiol.s of l~e lria_ngle, while li~hls, I Finally feeling his experiences 
tfte; CI .~S:slno _ a bft11dge .bhet no· IR

1
c _llle lhtrd po111t, a o l u~ light. 1 w~ren't iocre<lible , 0 ~ re!JOr_ted 

tee an an·cra a ou t.o 11 lt.s center was a rPvolvlllg red tJ . ht' h S 
crash ." light, Ireton said . le sJg _lngs U:l l e_ ~le Pollee . 

He slopped lhe car to watch lbe 1 Be said the object seemed to They sa1d olhcr sJghungs wert 
object, which he and his wife saw 

1 
f!y in an ''upright position ." with reponed , b\11 had no advl.sory on 

" veer to the souU1 toward the I the blue-lighted point on top . l:le what tl1e object m1ght be . 
shore ." Thev drove to the beach . said it was aboLtt the siz.e of a 'No Bug' 
There they ~aw the object again. j·~t fighter plane . ~o neo!)hy t~ plane .spotter 
going ' 'about the speed of a hper N tcr it z.oomed away lo a great he 5 an .o\.lr F'orce veteran - l~e­
Cub plane ," I r.eighl, he srud, it looked like 8 ton srud ~o one seemed m1 1dl Jn-

'fhe eeriest part o( the whole • bright star . terested m hts report. 
thing he ~aid, was !hat the flying I Bac~ Agaln : '1'1~. no ~ug on thi.s thing ,". he _ 
object made no soLtgd. ! The next night, Sepr. 3, ne was :~aJd . _I ~esttated for a long lime 
· T~rriClc ~pe!!d' ~ at his father 's cottage on Chalker j ~ didn l want to _repo:t ~ be- _ 

1 he obJeCt went toward Corn- . Beach when the objecJ wa.s · cause I k~ow UJ~SC thwg.i are 
field Point where it l10vered in · s~n aga in by the Lretons, the llat ·. gl.er at. 1 laugn at them IllY' 
tlte .air, goi1~g first back and forth i pev_ple in the oexl co•tagc aoc.l ~I self. But I' saw thiS th1n~ . close 
hom.oot.ally and . then up and 1 tbetr grandso9 . .-; It was ~eJl see TRIANGLE. Page ! 
down,olrelo~ .sa td . .. It then fle~ 1 about 9 :}0 p.m., hoveD~i _over · 
back . ~a~t ~- toward the pubUc the waler · for a wiJile. then weut . 
beach ,a_~ ... W,~s.t,brook . . _up very _fa:.st-and -' stayed , lil ' one Triangle 

jrelon r.eJ~9~ : lo ht_s car ap~ spot. ~ ··; · "\H._·~~~ .. 
dt·ove to the-'~ubllc beacll. Tbere · · ll'eloo ·wateR~ the object witb : lConlioue-d fro111 Pil ge 1 l 
he. S~~- h.~ saw it g? up and o({ l binoduars 'for hal( arl hour .. Then ; up. witt; Qin~ulai · .s : }.t. kc-!)l tJOI I'o 

Hartford, Connecticut 
The Hartford Courant 
17 Septe1nber 60 

enrg n>P_and J.had to lt!)JOrlil. " 

Since report ing it, he SJ id . n~ s 
he llrd 1•othiog from the !HIIIlOI' I· 

ties . 
' 'J don 't even thin~ lh~y m.; oe 

a note of il ." llc sa id. "il la l' be 
I shcr. ld have ca ll ed lhe ·Atr 
F' ore c." ·:-

A Los Angeles , -: C&Ii:. ,·r , po lic e· 
man r~~rled -~ ~ee ing ··.a fly,ln~ ] 
tr·ang lo lbere ; 'fhu rs.day mor n· ! 

Richard lreton _. has come up 
w ith a ne-w ·llying saucer ang le . 
-a triangle that flies . He. re· j 
pons having seen a lly ing tr i­
a ngle in th e shorelin e l rt>a two 
weeks ago . 

IrelOn , who Jives at 34 Grove 
road , here , sa id he and his wile 
tlr st noticed It about ll :30 f! .m. 

i wh il e they were driv ing on Rte . 
1 in Westbrook . 

1 t wa s ho ver in g SO !eet or so 
a bove the cottages along the 

1 
oceantron·t. When Yt moved~ I 
f\oiselessly ·and 1l gtnn ing tas -
it traveled In the direct ion o! 
i ts ape x whe-n going upward : 
and in the direction or Its stdes 1 
when movi n-g s id ewa ys . In I 
oU1er words , the view o! the 1 

mo vin g tr ian(i' le was the same I 
RS that o l an eq ul.l a terP. I or 
scal ene tr ia ngl e 1\S it wou ld a p· 
pear dr a-wn in two dimens ion s j 
on a sheet o( pap er . 1 

Ireton . a I1H\c llini st . is an Air ·, 
r or L' e \' e t er a n . H e sa i d tl1 e 

· i11 ys ter io u_s objec t appeared to : 
be aoout the s.iz~: o! a hghter 
a lrcratt or possible a bl~ bigger . 
At t'Yr'O poin ts ot the tria n.g-1 e 
were white ligh~. and at the 
ap ex a biU(' light shone. lri the 
m iddle . of . Che solid tlg-ure , n 
r ed light fla shed much Hxe the 
ll ~ht atop a pol ic e cru!Hr. 

[ Antl~lpat i ng l'i d l_cul e 'and dis - 1 

ixllJet. . J.»etQO W(~~ ~poz:r 

I 
in g the stran~;e sight for a tort.· 
n1ght. But he got such ll good 
look at it tiHil his curiosity · 

: e ,· en~u a ll y g ;H th€' bette r ol him , 
a ncl he notitlrd State Po J1,-e. 

"I don ' t want the public ity ," 
he sa ys . "I ' m just dy ing to I 
know whi\t it was t-hat I saw . 1 1 

incline to Lhe be li ef that It 1s 
a new type ot a irc raft the 
go ,·ernme nt I:; test ing .· · 

Ire10n ' s lather and se vera l 
neighbors at the sho re also re· 
ported see ing the object , though 
not at so ci0Se a distance . 

" One minute i t was hover­
in g over tile beach and the next 
moment lt had 1.oomed up so 
hig.h It appeared to be one of 

I ~he stars , " sa id he . " A h d ll 
ne ver mad e a sound . " ' 

lr eton had rhe object ' ln h is 
binocu lars lor a good half hour . 

'' It was weird ," he Sfi YS. 1 '1 
civn' t .h. 1nd ~~!ling you my w ile 
W!\S :•SC{if!!d . , 

He has hecu·d nothin g trv ~n !. 
oUic:iaJ sou rc;e~ as to - ~~ at. the · 
ob;ect was . Sta te P9 Jce 1nd 1· 
caled 'they had receJved report!! 
o_( q~~r. s lghtin gs . ~~ sa id. · 
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Wandsworth Guardian 
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·-----~ -----------·- · - --
Visitors: An artist's impression of UFOs over Wandsworth Common West Side ,, 
Strange lights reported from across the borough I 

Strange lights spotted in the sky 
over Wandsworth Common and 
Balham convinced residents 
UFOs had visted the brighter 
borough. 

Residents living in different parts 
of the borough contacted the police 
and the Wandsworth Guardian 
claiming to have witnessed a strange 
series of lights. 

Red and white lights zipping 
through the sky between lOpm and 
midnight last Monday, October 13, 
had residents in the Wandsworth 
Common and Balham areas in a 
spin. 

Brian Sliman, of Thurleigh Road, 
was walking past his window when 
he saw the unusual phenomena. 

He said: "Where !live in Balham, I 
have a perfect view of the flight path 

I 

by JAMIE HEND-N 
jt1endcrson@ lonclon. newsq'pest .co.uk 

from Heathrow. I'm quit~ used to air­
craft and chinook helicdpters flying 
past but these lights looked like they 
were actually being la4nched from 
Heathrow. , 

"They were white ~nd red in 
colour with a blueisij; trail , and 
formed a triangle shap~ when they 
flew past my window. I :1~ouldn't be­
lieve my eyes so I called' my nephew, 
who is 22, into the room{ and he saw 
exactly the same as I dic:f. 

"I can't tell you how rf!lieved I am 
that other people have called this in 
as well, I was considering going to 
see a psychiatrist." 

Wandsworth Common resident, 
Lee Foskett, said: · ~t ab9ut 10.30pm 

on Monday night, I looked out of my 
kitchen window and saw this red 
ball, which looked like a star. It stood 
still and then slowly started moving, 
all of a sudden another one ap­
peared from behind the building op­
posite my flat. 

"They just sat there until another 
one came along that was higher than 
the other two, making a triangular 
shape. I called my daughter who 
thought it was very strange and was 
quite scared." 

In recent years, sightings of this 
kind have been dismissed as Chi­
nese lanterns but UFO expert and 
former Ministry of Defence employ­
ee, Nick Pope, is not entirely con­
vinced by this theory. 

He said: "Chinese lanterns are al­
most exclusively red and orange and 

drift on the wind. The colours men­
tioned are slightly unusual, particu­
larly the blue trail. But, if the 
reports witnessed a perfect triangu­
lar shape, then it raises the possibil­
ity of it being genuine. 

"However, it could also be atmo­
spheric plasma or a meteorological 
phenomena." 

A Wandsworth police spokesman 
said: "On Monday evening we had 
five calls, from three people, all say­
ing they saw the same thing - a red 
light moving like a boomerang. The 
calls were all from the SW12, SW17 
and SWI8 areas." 

Have you witnessed anything similar to 
th is? Have got a great local picture? 

Share it at 
yourlocalguardian. co. uklnews/pictures 
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Rossendale F-ree Press 
Engl,and 10-3-08 

. E3y ~A~f~t -SINNS 
dtilnns®londorl ,·eW$t:Juest.co.llk . 

UFO'···watch~ci . iri Wanstead and 
Woodford have demanded the 

· Government 'he .more open with 
. ·men\•< 1'~f1owmg:.e~tlie ·release- of 

secret ·files from the Ministry ·of 
Defence.(MoD) this week. 

The ·documents, ·which feature 
tales of · a -·near·miSs ·.between a · 
plane landiilg. at-Heathrow and an 
apparent unid~ritified' craft,_ along 
with ·sightiri.gs from ·the MoD's 
own· headquar'tf3rs, are the latest 
in ·a ··series of declassified docu­
rilents being released over the . 

(·. 

' 

.. 

By Kate Forrester 
· koty.forrester@nwn .co.uk 

A TOWN mayor is seeking 
witnesses after spotting a 
mysterious object in the sky. 

Flint mayor Terry Renshaw 
was making lunch at his home 

. , " . 
· .. , ,: . 

_in Bagillt at abou.t l.30p_m . .OIL_ . 
Saturday, when he noticed a 
strange pipe-like object flying 
through the air. 

"I thought at first that it was a 
plane trailing a big streamer 
behind it, but then I .realised it • Bemused: Terry Renshaw. 
was something else," he said. 

"It looked like a big, flexible 
aluminium pipe and it wa& trav­
elling very fast, with no sound. 

"I took a picture of it on my 
camera and carried on watching 

'It was · travelling 
very fast with 
no sound' 
it for a bit and then it disap­
peared, behina what I thought 
was a cloud, but there were no 
clouds. 

"I then looked at the picture on 
my camera but there was noth­
ing there- just a clear blue sky." 

However, the sighting is not 
the first unusual object to be 
spotted in Flintshire's skies in 

recent months. During the 
Christmas and new year period, 
dozens of residents reported 
seeing a series of strange orange 
lights travelling quickly across 
the sky. 

So far, no-one has been able to • 
offer a concrete explantion as to 
exactly what these objects were. 

Following this latest sighting, I 
Cllr Renshaw is looking for any­
one in the area who may have 
noticed something similar. 

He said : "I have contacted the 
UFO Society to see if it has 
received any similar reports, but 
I have not heard anything from 
them yet. 

"I would be really interested to 
know if anyone in Flintshire 
spotted the same thing." 

e Have you noticed any strange 
objects in the sky? let us know at 
www.eveningleader.co.uk. 

neXt Jour years. . . 
But residents Who have spotted 

strapge . sights. in the skif3S over 
Re_dbritlge ; have: said · · the 
Qovelnment~~)i>.,e,~Jrres:PQnsi­
ble bY only dfi.~feectmg the docu­
ments OVer tlme; 

a·.:adl~y Gross and partner Cherl, .. who· spotted an apparent UFO eariler 
this ··f-ar over wo·odrord Green (EL8613-2) 

. 'J?amt . stiop w6r4~:r Bradley 
Gross, - of Baddow . Clos.e ih 
WooQford: Q.~n, · wa8 one· Qf sev~ 
erru witnes§~ ·who· saw amys~eri-

... Q~ grey ~:ol;>j~.ct_· over Qliifrlie 
·· B'town.'s totitfdabout-in June. 

He said': ' 1Tiu~i_shoulc:i be mak­
ing· ·-aJ.l . this .:public~ •. I reckon the 
Goveririhent is 'lifdtilg· s~metbing 

· from us iill. Why should they keep 
it ·secret? I don't think it would 
scare people because, we've been 
h~ about UFOs for so many 
years .. 

.. 
"It's not just' our country it''s 

going on ·aU over the world. Some 
people, like my-brothers, take the 
mick out of me for it but so many 
people-believe mit." 

Roy Lake, .. from the Loncion 
UFO Studies Greup, said: "-It's so 
typiea). · ·of the . (#)ve:riWlent, . ·we 
·hear a<bout t~s · which have· 
hap~ned 20 ye.afs. aia~ W.Jien it's 

. too late. · 
"It's fascinating · stuff. Some· of 

reports are a lot of rubbish but 
then a lot of them are also quite 
interesting. · 

''If something happens today 
the public need to kilow about it 
today for the ~e of natio~ secu-

rity. It's about time ·· that people 
took this subject mote serioUSly." 

Earlier releases· from · th-e . MoD 
have revealed reports from a inan 
·who spotted two ''gian~ ~parltlers" 
hovering·in the skies o(Woodford 
Green b~ckin .Februa;ry 2001, and 
two boys wb.o were left "terrified" 

· after l)eeing .some str~e lights 
over the streets of ·wanstead. 

TO see the newly released docu-
ments visit: ufas;natioil-
alarchive8.guv.uk . · · · :. 

• Have you spotted,·anYt}llng 
strange in the· skies above ; · · 
Wanstead and Woodford11f so, 
call Daniel Binns dn tr208 498 
3437 



)( 
w --; 
tl) 

E 
iii 
.c .... 
:::Joo 
Oc 

fl) . 

~~ 
.c · 
t::~ 
o"'C 
~ c 
tl) C'G 
EO, 
Cl) c 
:I:W 

··.~__;;_ ·. .. . 
:"""'."'~-.-

~ 
• 

MOD records 
reveal strange 
local sightings 

HEMSWORTH has had 
several close encounters 
with UFOs, according to 
newly released Ministry 
of Defence fil es. 

In a report made to the MOD, 
an unnamed resident spotted a 
craft flying over the town at 
about 8.50pm on Friday, March 
25, 1988. 

· This picture was sketched 
after the sighting. · 

In a statement, . the resident 
said: "I looked up in the direc­
tion of Hemsworth High School 
and saw a brilliant white light in 
the sky: 

"I noticed the light appeared 
to be attached to the base of a 
round object which was just vis­
ible below the level of the 
clouds . 

"The object appeared to make 
no noise at all and the light did 
not throw a beam in any direc­
tion. It disappeared in the direc­
tion of Hemsworth High School. 
I observed the object for approx­
imately eight minutes . 

"I have never seen anything 
like it before, or since, and was 
very frightened." 

Just the day before a 
Hemsworth taxi driver said he 
had spotted a UFO at 11.50pm. 

by lisa O'Brien 
lisa.obrien@ jpress.co.uk 

wing mirror a bright light caught 
my eye . ·l noticed a very bright 
white and green light. 

"1. turned off my engine and 
switched off my lights. By this 
time it was virtually level with 
me. I got out of my car. What I 
saw was about 800 yards away 
from me travelling in the direc­
tion of Thurnscoe . 

"I made a diagram on a piece 
of scrap paper. The craft was a 
silver grey metallic colour and 
was in my sight for about 1 0 
minutes before fading away. I 
could hear a very slight low­
toned humming, which faded as 
the craft passed over me . 

"The next day I was back at 
my taxi base in Hemsworth . I 
went out to my car and a bright 
white and green light caug~t my 
eye again. I watched it for two or 
three minutes as it grew larger." 

He described the craft as a 
spinning top that was three times 
the size of a hot air balloon. 

YY.~~.t99.. Y9..Y ... t.~!.Q~.? 
Write to Expres$, 
23 Barnsley Road, 
South Elmsall or 
e-mail 
rebeccawhittington . ; . . . .. . . ··,··( " \ 

THE TRUTH IS OUT THERE: Hemsworth p(oved to be a ·hotspot fodUFO 
~ightlngs In a recently released Ministry of Defence report.'This is f,ust 
one of the crafts sketched after a close encounter in the town. i 

His statement said he saw the 
craft while travelling down 
Brierley Road towards Great 
Houghton, Barnsley, on his way 
to collect a passenger. 

He said : "As I looked in my 

@ywng,po.uk 11 

&Eerie phenomenon .leaves 
artners completely baffled 

; 
1A COUP.LE have been 
'~eft ba.ff.led a~er seeing 
~~ysterious l'ights in 
.}1\he night skies over 
J'B-u rt o n and So u t h 
:iJDerbyshire. 
:.··' 

·;. Mac McCree , 59 and 
.··:; artner Lt!sley Gaunt, 55, first 

.. experienced the eerie 
, henomenon while at their 

'!. orne in Woodland Road , 
·;Stanton, on Monday .shortly 
~before lOpm. 

t.·, .''My missus had gone out 
~. ru a · cigarette while I · wa.s. 
~atching the telly," said Mr 
•~ ccr~ . · 

"She said '¥ac, come and . 
·ave a look at this' and at first 

s;-;''.. thought it was someone 
~hining my torch. · 

: "We saw two lights - it 
. ~Was ·:a dullish white circular 

bw.'·~ ·one .of ·the.Jil was ·S0rt ' 
·1~ '~veQhg .over · W~hill . or 
. ew.io..q .. Sol:iley and tl:ie ot.her . /he appeared to be . over 

by TIM FU~TCHER 

NEWS HEPORTER 

Bretl;>y or Newhall - they 
were scorching across the sky. 

"I thought at first it had to 
be something going on at 
Donington, but the speed of 
them was unbelievable . 
We've watched planes going 
into East Midlands Airport at 
200mph but that 's nothing 
compared to the speeds these 
we're going at . 

"Me and my !ll'issus 
thought we were seeing things 
- I thought 'I don't believe 
this is happening' . · · 

The . ph~n;a~enon 
re-appeared on Tuesday night 
at around the same time, 
prompting a call . to :Surton 
police, who told him the lights 
originate~ from the town's · 
Statutes Fak However Mr 
McCree is -sceptical. · ' 

. . '~ I don't see how the ligb,ts 
could have come from ·the · 

Statutes - for one thing they 
were at thd other side of town 
from ~here :" he said . 

"Also, lt it had be~n some 
kind of laser or searchlight 
you woula have seen the 

· beams going up and there was 
none. : 

"People might think I'm 
making it up but I'm not that 
kind of person. I went and 

.asked my next door 
n~ighbour. ! to come and look 
at it to m·~ke sure we weren't 
dreaming.·; 

Neither Staffordshire 
Police no~ Derbyshire Police 
had any . .jrecord of further 
r~ports o( the strange lights, 
while the} Met Office was 
equally i~ the dark when 
contacted.>by The Mail. . 
.e Have . you seen strange 

···::' ·~~ts. in. ;tP~ sky or c.an ~pu 
~plam ·~lls phenom·enon? 
Cb'n tact ··t, us by emailing 
tim . fletch~r@burtonmail.co . 
u~ .or .t~lepho.ni.ng . 01283 i 
524859. . J 

Burton Mail 
England 10-10-08 
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~Odd, intriguing and. alarming UFO files released 
~~~~ 

f 
-----'---

·. USpilot was-ordered to fire 
,._missiles at blip on screen 

~oD ~es papers public 
~er en~iasts' .pleas 
il' 
i'· . . 

(@n a dcrudx night in Kent, Milton Torres, a 
(~$airfor~efighterpilotbasedatRAFMan­
~:St-on, was Scrambled to intercept a UFO: 
':';t'!};rdered 'tO go full throttle towards E·ast 
~ftn.glia, Within ritinutes he was 15 mil~s 
:{f1om a mysterious blip that looked as big 
j ;3.s a B-52 'Qomber on his screen; He was 
:' -~rdered to fire a full salvo of24 missiles, 
·., bu.t before he could, the object vanished. 
·~.-:· f)etails about the incident, on Ma:y 20, 
. :1>957, appear among 19 files released by the 
t;~inistry of Defence and newly revealed 
~,by- the National Archives. It is the second 
~ t·ranche of tJFO files to be made public 
~~ce a handful were released in May. 
t :' . The reports range from the bizarre_ to 
·~the intriguing. There is the Alitalia pilot 
l ::who.shouted to his co-pilot to "look out"" 
},as a brown, missile-shaped object shot 
ft,ast the cockpit, and a sketchy self-por­
tftiait of a pointy-eared woman in a gown, 
!'Who told the MoD she had crashlanded on 
~,~d~.thesecon.dworldwar,having 
~~Jeft her'hoine planet:of wanior women. 
:~ The MoD released the fUes, coveril)g 
)986tp _1992, aft.er afl~ of reque~ts from 

us1asts arid conspuacy theonsts wh~ 
onVinced,the tri.tth is out there. · 

,. . petails of the East Anglia event only 
- merged after Torres, who was warned 
·:·:ever to mention:it, did discuss it with 
_,.··nnlitar'y historian at a.reunion at RAF 

1->~ 

Manston in 1988. The MoD, whose policy 
until1967 was to destroy UFO files every 
five years, had no data on the event. 

An account from Torres, now 77 ~d 
living in Florida, describes his anxiety~~t 
failing to fue after struggling to read co41¢s 
on a strap of Pil-Per in the cockpit of W,s 
F -'860-plane. "It w~s totally black and the 
ligh~s were down for ~~t flying. I us~d 
myfl9Shlight,.stilltry41gto fly and wat<:h 

. my ra,dar. To pt,tt it ql;l:ite.candidly, I felt 
very much iike a one-l~ggedman in an aSs­
kicking C9ntest," he si:\ld. 

David o~larke, a UFO exPert at Sheffi¢}d 
Hallam Urtive!'S~ty; said; "If the UFO h_ad 

. turned out .to ·be a .. ci:Vil aircraft that h~d 

strayed off its course, it could have been a 
major internationat incident, and yet it's 
been airbrushed out ofhistory." . 

He believed the pilot was a guinea pig in 
. a test of the Palladium system, developed 
by the us .to make "phantom" aircratt 
appear on Soviet radars. 

Another incident in Britain, in April 
1991, recorded a captain -of ari Alit alia air­
liner, flying at an altitude of more thar1 
four niiles on route to Heathrow from 
·Milan, seeing a missile-like object. At fust 
this was labelled "cruise missile?" but it 
was quickly found not to. be a military 
weapon. There were a number of similar 

'In one MoD report a 
woman said she had 
come· from a planet 
ofwarrior women' 
sightings within the next six months . Four 
passengers on a Dan Air Boeing 737 spot­
ted a "wingless projectile". flying under 
their plane. 

Other papers reveal the MoD's sensitiv­
ity to military helicopters taking pictures 
of crop circles, which they feared would 
undermine the line that the government 
had no interest in the phenomenon. 

Documents also relate how a Tina 
Turner concert triggered a spate of UFO 
sight:ings in London in 1989, and how 
one person was."contacted by aliens" 
descended from "legendary feathered 
serpents from ancient Peru" . 

Clarke sajd the papers showed the gov­
ernment could not conceal anything and 
·that people. were not going to find""tbat 
elusive bit of evidence that proves we're 
being·visited by aliens~· . ...ill 

G;overnme·nt files record inc·iEJents above. Oxforct:sh.ire 

oD documents 
A)lLt I . h ' .. revea s1g .··. tta~s 

f UFOS loc·ally . . . . 
• '· ... .. ... .t 

. f!•;,. ... ~ ' ~,,~~ >tlr---~ :l:.c ~ ."- • , ~ I • .:: ~ L· ' .. -... . • ' ~ ~ , ' . ,.. r · ~; . ·.: 

UFOs were spotted eight times in 
Oxfordshire over a six-year period, 
Government documents have 
revealed. 
· Accord.ing to documents 
released this week, strange craft, 
shafts of light and other unex­
plained objects were sighted on 
numerous occasion§-~ oyer the· 
county between 1986.,~4: i992. . . .. 

Those reporti-ng· .. ·· s~:ghti ,ngs . 
included a constable. based at 
Oxford's St Aldate's ·police station. 

The sightings cam~ to light after 
previously classified files were 
released to the National Archives 
by the Ministry of Defence. 

UFO expert Michael Soper, from 
Marston, is a spokesman for the 
Contact International UFO 

A glowing craft similar in 
shape to the p·lane flown 
by the Wright.brothers, 
was seen flying over 
H em~ley. A wblte::~(jll>:b¢ ol'· -
lig·ht was co111ing fto~m it · 

, }· 

research . group·; : 
information cor1t~· lll~~~:· 
is great as lt . . all.gJYjs_':,~,S>' 
gaps in Ol,lr uvvu :,..~o.'l:o.. 

:The 
that ·in .. 
with,l)r~gl:l(~e¢~' . . 
ted through a tel~s 
over Banbury~- ~~c.ru·Q~c~JJWleg~, 

A year ·later, .•.... __ .-.,...,... .~ 
a couple S·Pbtted a 
shaped craft which was "fUll of 
light" as they drove from Rollright . 

to Hook Norton at 8pm, and while 
retl.U'ning home three hours later. 

The .fiext month, a man called 
police after seeing a triangular­
shaped . object from his back gar­
den in Banbury. 

In No.vember, four people, 
_inclu<;}mg a police constable, saw a . 
glob~·~Itight flying over Oxford. 

li(F~bruary 1988, an object with 
white, . green and red lights was 

moving in circles over 

mcm"t;;;recolr.ct-e~.a· ··.-a ""· 
of 

, a· light was 
~ .~ar~ounctoV'-er Didcot. . . 

e-t, a :·glowirtg .ci:af:t .. 
e· to the plane 'flown · 

·+l!\•;:;.7..:"fllt,;.;,nl-lt brother's, was ·seert · 
nvlne:.;m;er Henley. A whfte globe 

coming frorp, the craft. 
more informafioh about 

local UFO sf.gh tings, visit 
natiQ!l~Jarchives.gov.uk/ufos 
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REMEMBER The -Bea­
con story of a couple of 
weeks ago about a 
reader seeing UFOs 
over the dual carriage­
way at Monmouth? 

We said the likeli-
hood of anyone seeing 
a UFO must be mil­
lions to one. Yet a Bea­
con reader claimed 
that he had, on three 

I 

had an ·out of this the dual carriageway other motorists were very strange indeed". 0 
"'"" "tJ world experience. "close to Whitchurch, slowing down to see The reader said the 

Well, it seems other towards Monmouth, what it was" he said. mysterious object was c 
readers have also had when I saw an orange "It was definitely not still hovering above the 
their own experiences light in the sky" said a plane or an heli- dual carriageway as he 
of UFOs. the man . "It was copter. We are both drove away. 

~ 
C) 
c: w · "I wonder what the We had a call on almost 11:30pm and I sensible people and we 

d fr · d fri d · h know· what we saw. other drivers thought i Mon ay om a rea er, had a ·en m t e car it was" he said. "It was 
who described his own with me. "I have never seen hovering about fifty 
unique experience. "The light was anything like that in feet above the ground". 

"I was driving along directly abQve us and the past, but it was 
.c 
0 

L ClasSified ----­
film of an 
alien being 

J.."¢>14-
REPORTS of unidentified flying 
objects are guaranteed to stir a 
reaction. 
Reader Harold Varnam, of 

Countesthorpe, wrote in re­
sponse to a Mercury feature on 
UFOs to say: ' ~though I per­
sonally cannot claim any kind 
of encounter of the third kind . T 
came across a place in south· 
eastern New Mexico where the 
entire population earns its liv­
ing from a so-called alien visita­
tion. 
"The township of Roswell was 

the scene of probably the most 
famous alien encounter in h is- . 
tory. 
"In July 1947, a mysterious 

craft crashed on-Foster 's Farm. 
"This incident has been the 

hotly-debated subject ot count· 
less newspaper articles, books 
and fllms ever since. 

"While serving on a Nato at­
tachment to the US Fifth Army, 
we were shown classified fllm 
taken at the tim e of the Roswell 
crash that pur ported to show 
that one of the al ien creatures 
survived the impact and lived 
for several hours afterwards. 

BIZARRE 
''As far as I know, this classified­

fllm footage has never been offl. 
cially released for public view­
ing. 
"Since that time, Roswell has 

become the holy grail for UFO 
fanatics . . It annually stages a 
UFO festival that attracts more 
than 50,000 visitors from all over 
the world. 
"Being situated in the middle 

of the New Mexico desert makes 
the place even more bizarre, but 
it is sure worth a visit. 
"The town is now known as 

Earth Station Roswell and is a 
multi-million-dollar resort fea­
turing a spaceship-shaped 
hotel, a themed spa, a sc i-fi 
theatre, shops, restaurants, con­
cert arena and tropical garden . 
"They also have a mock space 

station that boasts out-of-this­
world technology left by the vis· 
iting aliens, backed up by a spec­
tacular light show. 
"Whether you believe in aliens 

or not, the enterprising citizens 
of Roswell have certa inly 
turned it to their advantage." 

Leicester Mercury 
England 10-13-08 

Ol:iiei*ver 
GREAT BARR OBSERVER 
Bitterscote, Tamworth, 
Staffordshire, England 
November 28, 2008 

UFO near-miss 
for cop chopper 
An unidentified flying object was 
involved in a near-miss incident with 
a police helicopter above a Sandwell 
beauty spot earlier this year. 

The UK Airprox Board (UKAB) 
released details last week of an 
incident on May 2, when a West 
Midlands police helicopter narrowly 
avoided a collision with a UFO above 
Sandwell Valley Country Park. 

The EC-135 Eurocopter pilot spotted 
an object with two blue/green lights 
some 100 metres away before he 
swerved to avoid contact at around 
9.50pm. 

The lights, according to all three on 
board the helicopter, then appeared 
to circle them, flew north, then back 
before finally flying off. 

The pilot believed the intent was 
either 'sinister or just someone 
messing around' and thought the 
lights came from a radio-controlled 
fixed wing aircraft which was 
'purposefully flown around them'. 

The crew used a thermal camera but 
failed to identify any signs of radio­
controlled activity. 

'Flashing' from rotor blades was 
discounted by the pilot, as were 
internal reflections from the canopy, 
checked on a later flight. 

A spokesperson for West Midlands 
Police confirmed the pilot reported 
the incident and said: "As far as they 
were concerned, nothing was picked 
up on Birmingham Airport radar and 
the object was probably a radio­
controlled model aircraft. 

"The helicopter was conducting a 
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search at the time and was flying at 
low level ." 

UKAB, jointly funded by the Civil 
Aviation Authority and the Ministry of 
Defence, investigated the incident 
but ruled out the mystery object 
being a model aircraft , as the 
incident occurred at 1,500 feet and at 
night. 

A laser light show was discounted 
due to a lack of cloud base for lights 
to reflect on , as was the possibility of 
gliders , kites and balloons due to the 
light and clear weather conditions . 

Manny Williamson, Development 
Officer for the British Model Flying 
Association , who spoke with UKAB 
at the time of the investigation told 
the Observer: "At that time of night if 
you couldn't see a model aircraft , you 
couldn't fly it. 

"To fly an aircraft at that height would 
be almost impossible. The maximum 
would be a couple of hundred feet 
and the lighting would need to be 
good. There is no way it could have 
been a model aircraft." 

Military flights were also ruled out 
due to the non-appearance on radar. 
A spokesperson for the MOD said : 
"The MOD examines reports solely to 
establish whether UK airspace may 
have been compromised by hostile 
or unauthorised military activity . 

"Unless there is evidence of a 
potential threat there is no attempt to 
identify the nature of each sighting 
reported." 

After a thorough investigation, UKAB 
could not identify source of the flying 
lights. 

The UKAB report said : "Although the 
possibility of a civilian clandestine 
flight by a microl ight or similar aircraft 
could not be ruled out , it is thought 
unlikely that any pilot engaged on 
illegal airborne activity would orbit 
what could probably be identified as 
a police helicopter. 

"Regrettably therefore, despite 
extensive tracing , the source of the 
lights could not be identified." 



l :.~PoR-MER nuclf!ar missiJe 
elffl.-,:er · for th:e US. Air Force 
~U ·today give hi~ s~o~king 
(~.uht of UFOs diSabling 1'0 
i\.a~•· on. his watch. · 
'·Retired . Missile Combat Crew 
~-Qmnumder: Robert Salas will speak a·t 
llie . International UFO Conference ·in 
~amck on Shannon, Co Lei trim. 

Mr Salas ·first reve~ed his amazing 
$)ry in 200~. He said he would testify 
llefore lhe ps Congress under oath and 
has . since attended various UFO and 
~~or:Dial conferences worldwtde. 
·Ciirl.: Nally of UFO and. Pa.ran"o.rmal 
~~ J.reland . said: "Tliis is 1:1 tiuly 
i#i'Uing story frozn a former US A,ir 
~i:c:e qfficer wbo risked a lot to start 
~ng about bj.s experience~' 

At today's coi?ference, Salas will 
recount what hap.pened to h.il;n on 

the morning of M~rch 16, 1967 . . 
He was on duty ~ an underground mis­

sile launch con~l facility in Montana 
when he got a call! from a security guard 
reporting UFOs ~the sky outside. 

The guard saiq. '}he "lights" flew over 
the base a few times·, but Salas thought 
he was joking. . ! . 

However, the gu~rd soon rang again in 
an agitated state saying that guards had 
their guns drawn 'at a red saucer.:..shaped 
orb at the gates of the facility. s.---.i 

Salas was w<ddng his commander 
w}:len 10 missile~ suddenly went from 
"alert" to "no-gd" status., which meant 
they could no longer belaunched. . 

"Our missiles shut down, " Salas sa1d. 
"The problem was not lack of 
power - ISO~e signal had been 
sent to the n;ij.~s.iles wh.lch caused 
them to go off alert." 

Salas.$ays_be was told similar 
inCide.bts bad occurred at 

i>tli·~ bases. 
.:Pelegates at today 's con­

ference Will also see star­
f~g :UF<? tootage taken 
b~ a sel)lor garda m Co . 
-Meath last month- as 
·revealed exclusively in 

Irish Daily Star 
Ireland 9-27-08 

Passenger jet's near-miss 
with UFO above Kent 
1 )1 _~-----------­

By Sam Marsden 
-----

A PASSENGER JET coming in to land 
at Heathrow Airport in 1991 had a near 
miss with an unidentified flying ob­
ject, according to newly-released Min­
istry of De_fenc~,fi~es ~ The. Alltalia cap­
tain was so concerned that he shout­
ed "look out" to his co-pilot after see­
ing a brown, missile-shaped object 
shoot past the airliner. 

Sirius system who said her spacecraft, 
contai..riing two "Spectrans" with "Mr 
Spock ears", crashed in Britain dur­
ing the Second World War. 

Perhaps the most intriguing episode 
is the near-miss involving the Alitalia 
jet at about 8pm on 21 April, 1991. The 
. McDonn..~_Do\,lglas MD80.W!iS ~.rovte 

l~esterd<tv's Star . 1... 

The mysterious incident near Lydd 
in Kent ~as investigated by the Civi l 
Avia tion Authority and the military. 
Having determined that the object was 
not a missile, weather balloon or space 
rocket, the Ministry of Defence closed 
the inquiry and left the matter unsolved. 

The. unexplained close encounter is 
one of~y recounted in military UFO 
docwnents made available online today 
by the National Archives. The 19 ftles, 
covering sightings from 1986 to 19'92, 
include a US Air Force pilot's account 
ofbeing ordered to shoot down a UFO 
that appeared on his radar as he flew 
over East Anglia. They also reveal that 
the MoD told Army and Navy helicop­
ter pilots not to photograph crop cir­
cles for fear of undermining the ofti­
cialline that it did not investigate un­
explained phenomena , and a letter 
from a woman claiming to be from the 

from Milan to Heathrow at 22,000ft 
with 57 people on board when the. pilot, 
Achille Zaghetti, saw a strange object 
l,OOOft above him. He reported: "At once 
I said, 'Look out, look out' to my co-pilot, 
who looked out and saw what I had seen 
As soon as the object crossed us I asked 
to the area control centre (ACC) oper­
ator if he saw something on his screen 
and he answered 'I see an unknown tar­
get 10 nautical miles behind you' ." 

Radar images showing the UFO were 
initial labelled "cruise missile?" but it 
was quickly established that it was not 
a military weapon. By 2 July, the MoD 
had concluded that the object did not 
come from Army tiring ranges in the 
Lydd area and there was no known 
"space-related activity" that night. 

-
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·Close encounter: the 
• ?.'2>1-'-\- . h . d airman w o trte to 

~ . 

shoot down a UFO. 
Michael Evans Defence Editor 

The order came straight out of the 
Cold War manual: "Arm all weapons 
and fire on ·sight." For Lieutenant 
Milton Torres. an American jet fighter 
pilot based in Britain, it was the first 
and last time that he had received 
such a chilling instruction. 

of May 20, l%7, which he was official­
ly ordered never to reveal to anyone, 
has come to light after the declassifica­
tion of another bptch of Ministry of 
Defence files relating to . r~ported 
incidents of unidentified flying: objects 
appearing in British airspace---:- in this 
case the only known example :of a jet 
fighter pilot being ordered to shoot 
down a UFO. 

An unnamed Whitehall official wrote: 
"It is our intention to treat this sight­
ing like any other UFO. We wi ll not be 
undertaking any further investigation." 

0 The files can~ accessed at 
www.nat tonalarchives.gov.uk/ufos 
--------··-- --...- ·· 

V;.· 
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As soon as he scrambled his Sabre 
jet from RAF Manston in Kent and 
headed eastwards, he saw the blip on 
his radar, indicating the presence of an 
aircraft the size of a B52 about 15 miles 
away, and he prepared to close in for 
the kill with a salvo of rockets. But the 
"aircraft", judged to be hostile and 
probably Russian, simply vanished. 
The blip on the radar disappeared. 

Mr Torres, now 77 and a retired 
professor of civil engineering living in 
Miami, told The Times that the day 
after he was scrambled from RAF 
Mans ton he · received a visit from an 
American in a trenchcoat who waved 
a National Security Agency identity 
card at him and warned him that, if he 
ever revealed what had happened, he 
would never fly again. 

In 1957 Milton Torres was ordered to say nothing about hisfruitless mission 

The 24-year-old American pilot's 
extraordinary experience on the night He took the warning to heart and 

sa)d Jiothing untill988 when, through 
a soliCitor with an interest in ufology, 
he sent the · Ministry of Defence a 
report giving a full account of the 

·incident. Today his narrative is 
released by the National Archives. 

"I shall never forget it, and for the 
last 50 years I have been waiting for 
an explanation, but I've never had 
one. On that night I was ordered to 
open fire even before I had taken off. 
That had .never happened before," Mr 

Torres said. "I was ready to hit th e tar­
get with all 24 rockets: it would have 
been like buckshot out of a shotgun. l 
asked for authentication of the order 
to fire and I received it." 

Neither Lieutenant Torres nor his 
· wingman, flying another Sabre behind 
him, actually saw what was making 
the strong blip on their radars. In the 
years .since he has become more con­
vinced that the object, travelling at 
speed and performing manoeuvres be­
yond the capability of any known air­
craft at that time, was an alien UFO. 

The airman climbed to 32,000ft and 
then flattened out, travelling at Mach 
0.92, about as fast as the F86D Sabre 
could go. "The bl ip was burning a hole 
in the radar with its incredible intensi-

ty . It was similar to a blip I had re­
ceived from B52s and seemed to be a 
magnet of light. It had the proportions 
of a flying aircraft carrier," he wrote. 

The only possible explanation. 
according to David Clarke, a UFO ex­
pert and lecturer in journalism at Shef­
field Hallam University, is that in the 
1960s it emerged that the ClA had 
been engaged in a secret project code­
named Palladium, in which advanced 
equipment was used to create simulat­
ed radar blips close to Soviet airspace. 

Dr Clarke sa id that he thought it 
was linked to clandestine flights over 
the Soviet Union of the American U2 
spy plane. "But this doesn 't explain 
why Milton Torres was scrambled and 
orrlPrPrl to o nPn firP" hP <: :lirl 
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By David Wilkes 

Helicopter in 
dramatic near­
miss with 
'sinister' UFO 
1 ,500ft above 
Bir-mingham 
It was a cloudless night and the 
police helicopter was carrying out 
surveillance over Birmingham when 
the attention suddenly switched from 
ground to sky. 

Beside it was a small aircraft 
beaming out continuous blue-green 
lights. 

It came within almost 300ft, forcing 
the pilot to swerve out of its path, and 
appeared to circle the helicopter in a 
cheeky gesture before flying off. 

Initially the pilot and two police 
observers dismissed the near miss at 
1 ,500ft as a close encounter with a 
model plane. 

But despite searching the area with a 
thermal camera, the pilot was unable 
to find any signs of radio-controlled 
activity. 
The British Model Flying Association 
also dismissed this possibility, saying 
the mystery object was flying too 
high to be a miniature craft , while 
gliders, kites, balloons and a laser 
light show were further excluded 
from the possibilities. 

All of which leads UFO experts to 
believe that alien forces were at 
work. 

Details of the incident, which 
happened at about 9.50pm on May 
2, were revealed yesterday in a 
document compiled by experts from 

the Airprox Board, which records 
near misses and reports them to the 
military and air traffic control units. 

The report describes the strange 
other aircraft only as 'small and 
probably non-metallic' and its intent 
as possibly ' sinister'. 

It adds that the pilot informed radar 
operators but they saw nothing on 
their equipment. 

He told the Airprox Board that he 
thought 'the intent may either have 
been sinister or just someone 
messing around'. 

Yesterday a West Midlands Police 
spokesman attempted to play down 
the incident, saying : 'As far as the 
pilot and the crew were concerned, 
nothing was picked up on 
Birmingham Airport radar and the 
object was probably a radio­
controlled model aircraft. 

'The helicopter was conducting a 
search at the time and was flying 
slowly at low level.' 

But Nick Pope, who worked for the 
Ministry of Defence's UFO desk and 
is nicknamed the British Fox Mulder 
after the science-fiction character in 
The X-Files, favours a less 
complacent approach. 

'A helicopter was nearly blown out of 
the sky,' he said. 'This is a very 

! disturbing incident which needs to be 
' thoroughly investigated by the MoD 
and the Civil Aviation Authority as 
well as other near misses. 

'The conclusion on the report is 
unsatisfactory especially when this 
aircraft came within seconds of a 
collision. 

'It is a very interesting case 
especially when you look at the 
eyewitnesses. They are credible and 
reliable sources who have 
experience in night-time flying. 

'This sighting clearly illustrates that 
whatever one believes about UFOs, 
this incident raises important air 
safety issues and should be taken 
seriously.' 

.·'1tY·ter"rifVing bl"lilifWith a·OFO as it 
circted my car neat the barracks' 
A 1'6f~R has told the Joumal r-· --~---:ir· ----:<"· ~ ........ :::-:::--:=-:=========:-~ 
of the terrifYing moment a UFO 
ci.rded her car as· she drove··b1 ' · 
the Prince William of Gloucester 
Barracks. 

Margaret Avis was driving 
from Grantham to Bourne at 
around 8.05pm on Thursday, 
October 14, when she saw 
flashes in the sky after turning 
towards Corby Glen. 

Margaret said: "Before I 
reached the first village, I noticed 
a mysterious object in the sky to 
my right hand side, that shone 
two bright white lights and one 
red light. I could describe it as 
oval in shape. 

"The red light was flashing . I 
slowed doWn to try and get a 
better view of the object and lost 
sight of it for a short while. 

"It then reappeared ahead of 
me and it appeared to be circling 
the car. 

"I lost sight once again, and 
· when it reappeared it was higher 
~ ~e s10: and had 1":<? :-"hi!e 

'I'VE SEEN LOADS OF THEM - IN GERMANY, 
• Following-last week's UFO 
sightings, ex-~t Leanne 
Cobaln got In touch from her 
home In Germany. She said: "I 
live on a military hauslng 
estate In Blelefeld:and have 
seen similar nd'hts on ·two 
occasions. Once-In March, my 
husband, my son and two 
friends saw them. There were 
three of themtlose together 

remained high in the sky until I 
reached Stamford Hill, where I 
saw it for the last time." 

When she gothome Margaret 
told her daughter and partner 
about her near-miss but they both 
laughed. , 

However, M~garet was a little 
shaken by the incident. 

She said: "I wanted to stop the 
car but I was too scared to. 
. ·:rt was certa~~ something I 

for some time then they just 
vanished. It was weird. 

'·'The second time was 
October 10 - but this time 
there were more. They were 
bright orange and again the 
moved around at different 
speeds, then eventually 
vanished the same as before. 
Very strange indeed and we 
were a bit nervous too." 

"Most of the people I tell are 
convinced it was an aeroplane 
from RAF Cottesmore. If this is 
true, then it was a strange one." 
e Have you seen strange lights 
in the sky? Have you had a close 
encounter? Have you been 
abducted and subjected to bizarre 
and humiliating experiments? E­
mail us at comment@grantham 
joumal.co.uk 
e Latest sightings: 

Romford Recorder 
England 10-31 .. 0.8· 

AFTER years of keeping silent 
on his UFO. theories for fear of 
being perceiv_ed a "loo~y'', ·a 
former councillor: has fmaHy 
c . .)me forward about his strange 
encounter in 1994. 

Martin Sinclair, 55, from 
HoTnchurch, who was a 
Conser-vati-ve councillor for 
Hylands . ward between 198? 
and 1986, this week recount~d 

. -~eel-ttgi:fi'-fff1stel'ieuS'•er-atTge" hev 
ering space craft over Romford. 

Prompted to come forward 
after readirg the Recorder's 
report 0Ii Nlinistry . of pefence 
archives on UFO s1ghtmgs last 
wee:i~ .Martin .said : "I d'idn 't 
wan~ ~tO' s~y;anything at the tim~ . 
becauseJ didn't 'want to appear · 
as a loo11y: 
· "But now they've re.leased 
those files, there's some posi­
tive proof. I kept quiet for 1 ~ 
years but when I ~ead the art1- · 
cle it' all carne back to me." 

Martin .claims he was att~nd­
ing a meeting at Dukes Hall, ip 
Maygreen Crescent, Horr~­
church one evening when he 
and tw; other men went outside 
to have a cigarette. Looking 
towards Romford town centre 
he saw an aircraft hovering. 

He said: "There were a load 
of aircraft windows in a row. I 
couldn't see what shape it was. 

"It appeared to be hoverin.g 
over the tov'vn ~entre, but Jt 
could have been further away. 
The windows were 1 ike an 
orangey-yellow colou~. . 

"We were just m disbelief. It 
certainly was not an aeropla_ne. 
I do believe it was an allen · 
ship." 
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LO HABRIA RETRATADO CON UNA 
NOTEBOOK 

(,Un turista 
fotografi6 a un 
OVNI en Entre 
Rios? 

Ovnl 

Un turista asegur6 haber fotografiado 
sobre Ia cupula de una iglesia un 
Objeto Volador No ldentificado (OVNI), 
que segundos despues desapareci6 , 
mientras visitaba Ia ciudad entrerriana 
de Concordia. 

El episodio es el segundo de Ia 
mismas caracteristicas ocurrido en 
territorio entrerriano en Ia misma 
semana, cuando un hombre tambien 
capt6 un objeto extrario en el momento 
en el que tomaba Ia fotogratra de su 
hija adolescente. 

La ultima imagen fue tomada el 
mediod Ia del viernes, en el marco de 
una jornada soleada , con una 
computadora notebook que tiene 
incorporada una camara fotografica , 
desde el centro de Ia Plaza 25 de 
Mayo, de Concordia , Ia segunda en 
importancia de Ia provincia . 

En Ia captura, que fue difundida por el 
diario local El Heraldo, se ve un objeto 
grisaceo entre las dos "puntas" de Ia 
Catedral San Anton iQ de Padua, que 
se ubica frente a Ia plaza principal de 
esa ciuda situada al noreste del 

territorio entrerriano. 

Asimismo, en otra fotografia captada 
segundos despues, el objeto ya no 
aparece en Ia imagen, lo que fue 
interpretado por el autor como un 
indicio de que se movia a gran 
velocidad . 

La simultaniedad de ambas fotografias 
se ve reforzada por el reloj que se 
ubica en una de las torres de Ia 
Catedral , ya que en ambas imagentes 
las agujas marcan el mismo minuto, 
las 11 :45 de Ia mariana. 

Si bien en Concordia no se habia 
difundido un fen6meno semejante , en 
Ia cercana ciudad uruguaya de Saito , 
los lugarei'\os hablan de Ia existencia 
de un "Ovnidromo", por los constantes 
reportes sobre apariciones de objetos 
desoconocidos en el cielo. 

En tanto, el episodio ocurrido en 
Parana se produjo el 21 de octubre 
pasado cuando un hombre llamado 
Miguel Angel Osuna tomaba 
fotografias de su hija de 15 alios en el 
Parque Urquiza, de Ia ciudad de 
Parana. 

Cuando el hombre llev6 el archivo de 
Ia imagen de una casa de fotografia 
para ampliarla, el empleado del local 
not6 Ia presencia de un objeto 
alargado que parecia moverse 
velozmente. 

HE MAY HAVE SNAPPED IT WITH A 
NOTEBOOK 

DID A TOURIST 
PHOTOGRAPH A 
UFO IN ENTRE 
RIOS? 
While visiting the city of Concordia in 
Entre Rios, a tourist allegedly snapped 
a UFO above the cupola of a church , 
that disappeared a few seconds later. 
The episode is the second of its kind 
this week in Entre Rlos, when a man 
also captured a strange object while he 
was photographing his teenage 
daughter. 

The latter image was taken last Friday 
at noontime, a sunny day, in Concordia 
in the center of the Plaza 25 de Mayo, 
the second most important square of 
the province, with the camera 
incorporated to a notebook. 

The photo, which was published in the 
local El Heraldo newspaper, shows a 
grayish object in between the two 
"points" of the San Antonio de Padua 
Cathedral which is located by the main 
square in that city, northeast of the 
Entre Rlos province. 

Also, on another photo snapped 
seconds later, the object does no 
longer appear in the image, which was 
interpreted by the author as an 
indication that it was moving at high 
speed. 

The simultaneity of both pictures is 
reinforced by the clock in one of the 
Cathedral's towers, because in both 
images the hands show the same 
minute, 11 .45 am. 

Although no similar phenomenon had 
been made public in Concordia before, 
in the nearby Uruguayan city of Saito 
the locals speak of the existence of a 
"UFOdrome", because of the constant 
reports of unknown objects in the sky. 

Meanwhile , the episode that happened 
in Parana (also in Entre Rios province­
Tr.) took place last October 21st when 
a man by the name of Miguel Angel 
Osuna was taking pictures of his 15 
year old daughter in the Parque 
Urquiza, in the city of Parana. 

When the man took the saved image 
to a photo store to have it enlarged, the 
employee noticed an elongated object 
that seemed to move at great speed. 

Translation: Jane Thomas Guma 
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Extra no 
avistamiento de 
OVNI en lnglaterra 

La filmaci6n fue capturada con un 
celular por Shellie Williams, 20, y su 
mama Betty, 53, quienes aseguran 
haber visto c6mo un rayo de luz roja 
disparaba hacia el suelo 

Las misteriosas imagenes fueron 
filmadas desde una embarcaci6n en Ia 
ciudad portuaria de Bristol , lnglaterra . 

La filmaci6n fue capturada con un 
celular por Shellie Williams, 20, y su 
mama Betty, 53, quienes aseguran 
haber visto c6mo un rayo de luz roja 
disparaba hacia el suelo, segun lo 
publica el portal digita l TheSun .com. 

Sin embargo, el control del trafico 
aereo del Aeropuerto lnternacional de 
Bristol dijo que no habia informes de 
esta "actividad inusual". 

La Policia de Ia zona tambien asegur6 
que no habian recibido ningun reporte 
que indicara alguna presencia extraria . 

Por su parte, Tony Jefferies, un vecino 
de Ia zona, dijo que habia visto algo 
similar hacia un par de semanas. 

Strange UFO 
sighting in England 
The filming was captured with a cell 
phone by Shellie Williams, 20, and her: 
mother Betty, 53, who claim having 

seen how a ray of red light shot to the 
ground. 

The mysterious images were filmed 
from a boat in the port city of Bristol, 
England. 

The film was captured with a cell by 
Shellie Williams , 20, and her mother 
Betty, 53, who claim having seen how 
a ray of red light shot to the ground , as 
published by the digital portal The 
Sun.com. 

However, the Bristol International 
Airport air traffic control said they had 
no reports about this "unusual activity" . 

The local police also claims they had 
received no report to indicate some 
strange presen'ce. 

On the other hand, Tony Jefferies, a 
local resident, said he had seen 
something similar a couple of weeks 
ago. 

Translation: Jane Thomas Guma 
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Were screams in 
the night really 
Bigfoot? 
As a kid growing up in the 1970s, 
enjoyed watching the classic 
documentaries about Bigfoot that 
were produced in those days. 

I would never miss a late night TV 
showing of "The Legend of Boggy 
Creek," even though it scared me at 
the time. I can't forget going to the 
House Theater to catch the 
docudrama "Sasquatch" back in 
1977. 

For the past week, I have had the 
opportunity to once again enjoy one 
of the best Bigfoot movies of them 
all: "The Mysterious Monsters." 
Hosted by Peter Graves, this 1976 
movie takes a look at both the Loch 
Ness Monster and Bigfoot mysteries. 
It also contains some of the most 
vivid and scary recreations of Bigfoot 
sightings. You can check this movie 
out on YouTube, even though you 
have to watch it in 10 parts. 

They certainly don't make 
documentaries like those anymore. 
And that is a shame because today 
we seem to hear about more Bigfoot 
encounters than ever. 

The Web site for the Bigfoot Field 
Researchers Organization (BFRO) 
contains a ta le about something that 
happened this summer. The BFRO's 
Web site is a place where folks can 
post their sightings anonymously. 

In his report , a man talks about a 
camping and fly-fishing trip he took in 
the San Juan Mountains of 
southwestern Colorado in June of 
th is year. The man states that he had 
been camping, hiking and fishing in 
this area for about six years. He was 
also very familiar with all the sounds 
the various animals make in 
Colorado's forests and mountains. 
He had only one companion on this 
weekend camping trip, his Labrador 
retriever. 

"The second evening , I had cooked 
dinner and taken the Lab out for a 
last evening walk around the 
meadows," the man wrote in his 
report. "It had been a good day of 
fish ing and we were both tired. We 
went to bed in the tent just at dark. It 
was a night of an almost full moon . 
We both fell asleep quickly." 

FDRTEANA NEWS 

A bit later, the man was awakened 
by something outside his tent. At 
first , he thought it was a deer. 

"After about 1 0 minutes from out of 
nowhere, I heard this unreal , LOUD, 
clear, resonant, scream/screech/ 
howl/roar type sound from not too far 
away," he wrote in his report. "It 
sounded maybe 300 to 400 yards 
away and like it might have been just 
across the canyon on the 
mountainside. It was like no sound I 
have ever heard in my life." 

He describes it as a "fairly high­
pitched" sound and was not like the 
screams of wild cats. 

"It seemed to be two parts screaming 
howl and one part roar, as it had that 
deep quality but was still high­
pitched ," he wrote. "I sat there for a 
minute stunned, and then realized 
what it must be ." 

The man wrote that he had 
previously read accounts on the 
BFRO's Web site from folks who 
reportedly heard the screams of a 
Bigfoot. What he heard that night 
matched their descriptions. 

"The sound seemed to be coming 
directly toward me, like it might have 
been screaming at or towards me or 
this meadow area where people 
sometimes camp," he wrote in his 
report. "I t felt territorial , aggressive, 
even a little threaten ing. Even though 
I had a (.357-caliber Magnum) 
loaded with hot hollow points and a 
strong flashl ight, the prospect of 
encountering some big , hairy 'man­
thing' outside my tent in the middle of 
the night, in the middle of nowhere, 
and alone, was a little more than I 
wanted to deal with." 

The man got his dog into the truck 
and he drove away from there as fast 
as he could, with his .357 in his lap. 
He drove that night looking for a 
place to stay. 

"I have lived and backpacked 
extensively in Montana and in the 
Canadian Rockies and dealt with the 
reality of grizzly bears with no real 
problem," he wrote. "But this noise 
and the creature that most likely 
made it really freaked me out." 

He spent the rest of the night in his 
truck. At daybreak, he went back to 
his campsite. 

"I did not find any tracks in the 
greater area in which I was camping 
as it was mostly grass, although I did 
walk around and search for a bit," he 
wrote. "Now I am paranoid and worry 
that I might not be doing any more 
backpacking in this beautiful and 
remote area for fear of running into 
one of these spooky creatures, 
especially at night." 
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By Charlie Campbell 

REDBRIDGE: 
'Bigfoot' spotted 
again 
MORE people have come forward 
claiming to have seen a Bigfoot-like 
creature in the Wanstead and 
Woodford area. 

Last week we revealed how fitness 
instructor Michael Kent saw a 
peculiar-looking Bigfoot-like animal 
emerge from trees near the Hollow 
Ponds area of Epping Forest, on the 
border between Wanstead and 
Leytonstone. 

And now pensioner Irene Dainty , of 
Love Lane in Woodford Bridge, 
claims she was left shaking after she 
came face to face with a hairy 
creature which surprised her in her 
street. 

Mrs Dainty told the Guardian she 
; was "absolutely convinced" that what 

she saw was not human , or a normal 
species of animal life. 

She said : "I had just come out of my 
flat and just as I had turned the 
corner I saw this hairy th ing come out 
of nowhere. I really don't want to see 
it again . 

"It was about 4ft tall and with really 
big feet and looked straight at me 
with animal eyes. Then it leaped 
straight over the wall with no trouble 
at all and went off into the garden of 
the Three Jolly Wheelers pub. 

"I was so terrified that I went around 
to my neighbour's house and told her 
what happened. She couldn't believe 
it and asked me if I had been 
drinking , but I said of course I hadn't 
- it was only about 3pm." 

Park officials have poured scorn on 
the so-called witness claims and are 
adamant there are no strange 
creatures roaming in Epping Forest. 

Orelia Vaivadaite wo~ks at the Three 
Jolly Wheelers Pub in Chigwell 
Road, but said she had not seen 
anything odd in her back garden. 

She added: "The manager who lives 
upstairs may have seen it, but he has 
recently resigned . He didn't mention 
anything to me though." 
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"Little monster" 
found in 
Peninsula de 
Vald·es 
They say it's a cyclops lamb that 
suffered a strange mutation because it 
has the fur of a feline. It showed up 
dead in the natural reserve in Chubut 
and field workers believe it could be 
the mythical "chupacabras". See the 
creature. 

The Peninsula de Valdes mythology 
saw a decisive episode yesterday. A 
local neighbor went out to hunt the 
unknown "chupacabras" and found this 
one-eyed creature that looks like a 
lamb but the fur is that of a feline . to 

:

1 

judge by its appearance, said today the 
. news website Mdz online. 

. Several fishermen from northeast 
, Chubut had reported attacks from the 
. "chupacabras", a strange being that 
· allegedly feeds on the blood of cows, 
goats, Jambs and even horses. And, 
they add, when it's hungry it's even 
capable of attacking a human being. 
This was never proven. 

The animal was found dead yesterday 
morning in a ranch in the Peninsula de 
Valdes. Roberto G6mez, a field worker 
from Puerto Madryn found it. The man 
said that he immediately "dissected" it 

1 
to avoid it decomposing and took it into 

: town to show it like a real trophy. As 
they were saying, they had finally 
caught the "chupacabras". 

Translation: Jane Thomas Guma 

Gentlle~:Maxi Jo.Jl~S (Md~- online.) 
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PEARSON 
"Peculiar" may be the wrong ville people wandering around. 
word, but "different" certainly Sometimes they're not even in 

OUTDOORS isn't. In that the state o'f Washington. They 
film, Bigfoot walked just like wander around a lot, and so does 

JIM 

·PEARSON 

Bob still does, and after Tom Bigfoot, evidently. So why can I 
saw Bob walking, he admitted never see a Bigfoot? I've even 
Bob was the guy inside the wandered around northern Cali­
costume. fornia some., a couple of times 

While he visited Bob in Wiley very near Happy Camp. 
City, Tom went down the street Tom wanted Bob to accompa-

They found a dead Bigfoot to interview Bob Gim'lin. He, · nyhimdown to Happy Camp, but 
down in Georgia a,nd Bob Heiro- along with Hieronymus and Pat- Bob didn't think that was a good 
nymus has a new nickname. You terson, were there in California idea. You see, Happy Camp has 
no doubt read about those two where the filming was done . set itself up as the Bigfoot capital 
cops finding Bigfoot dead-dead Gimlin wouldn't talk with him. of the U.S. They show people that 
as a campaign promise. Maybe Shortly after that, the dead Big- film of Bob Hieronymus in the 
you saw those guys on TV, They foot showed up in Georgia. monkey suit. 
claimed dead Bigfoot's entrails After the Georgia thing was Bob's reaction to Tom's idea? 
were hanging out, a.nd while exposed as a hoax and the two "Are you crazy!" Those people in 
they got the corpse out of the cops lost their jobs, Bob called Happy Camp are making a living 
woods, .several other bigfoots Tom to find out his reaction. Tom off Bigfoot, and along comes a 
trailed along watching them. The was angry. He had paid $50,000 guy from Wiley City claiming 
entrails were given a DNA test, for the ;rights to that story. May- to be the real California Bigfoot, 
Imtold, .andthe results show.ecL.-~.~J:he,ct~~l_!.!:l~!~_ded __ ~'i~_~p!:_S. ~he g~X_ 11! t~e 1!10.r:keY-_ _~~.i.t, -~-~~ 
they were 'possum guts. But I'm body. I m not sure . Plus , 1om guy who Weill<~ JUSt 1il{e B1gfoot, 
getting ahead of myself. spent another $20,000 taking his the guy who never collected the 

You may also remember that film crew to Georgia twice. thousand bucks he was sup-
last year I told you about Bob. Tom is still a believer, I guess. posed to be paid, the guy who 
He's the guy that Roger Patter- Seven thousand bigfoots are sup- kept quiet about the hoax for 30 
son dressed in an ape costume posed to be wandering around years, the guy who ... Oh, you get 
and filmed near Bluff Creek, the U.S. and a woman in upstate the picture. 
Calif. in October of '67. I still see New York says one regularly Like I said, Bob Heironymus 
those pictures on TV or in mag a- comes by, get~ in her pigpen and has a new nickname and it isn't 
zines regularly. Bigfoot strolls eats the hogfeed. flattering. The guys who have 
along and looks back over his Bob wondered why she didn't coffee at Willy D's cafe in Wiley 
shoulder once 'at the camera. shoot the thing or at least go City gave Bob the nickname. 

Enter Tom Biscardi. Tom lives outside and get a photo. Dumb They could have dubbed him 
. in Texas somewhere, and' he question! The creature terrifies "Butch," or "Duke," or "Cowboy" 

found out about those three ar- her. Another woman hailing or any number of more appropri­
ticlesiwrote.Hecalledmewant- from down south somewhere . ateandflatteringnicknames, but 
ing Bob's telephone number- claims Bigfoot regularly comes no. When Bob comes in the ca.f~ 
that is, if Bob would 'talk with to her door mooching garlic: door bent on joining them for his 

. him. Bob said "sure,'' so I gave He rubs it on himself and that morning's ration of caffeine, the 
Tom the numqer and he along keeps away flies and other bit- boys around the table say, "Here 
with three other guys showed ing insects. comes '01 Possum Guts ." 
up in Wiley City to talk. They I wish I could see Bigfoot like Bob doesn't mind 'cause he 's 
drove a pickup truck towing a other people do . Just imagine, not excitable. You can call him 
small trailer with "Searching seven thousand ofthem wander- nearly anything and not get a 
for Bigfoot" painted on both of ing around out there, and I've rise out of him, but don't ever call 
them. . never seen one. Seven thousand him a liar when he tells you he 

Bigfoot has a peculiar gait is four times the population of was the g1,1y in the monkey suit. 
· in: that Roger Patterson film . my hometown and I see Oro- Now that makes him mad. 
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Ogopogo ~till a myst~ry 
High~tech gear failed to solve 

the age-old mystery of Ogopo­
go. -

An expedition equipped 
with infrared thermal imaging 
equipment, sonar and hydro­
phones combed British Co­
lumbia's Okanagan Lake last 
week in search of the elusive 
creature, but came up empty. 
_The search was part of the 

History Channel's Monster 
Quest, a television program 
that examines monster sight­
ings around the world. 

And while there was no sign 
of Ogopogo, crews did find 
something fishy in the lake's 
underwater caves. 

"There was a specimen of 
some kind down there," says 
Bill. Steciuk, a Kelowna man 
who helped organize the expe­
dition. "It was pretty small , 
probably only about six t o 

SUN MEDIA FiLE 

MONSTER QUEST: A statue of the 
elusive Ogopogo in Kelowna, B.C. . 

eight inches long, with some 
kind of fluky tail on it." 

Divers brought it to the sur­
face, and its DNA will be ana­
lyzed for the TV program by 
the Biodiversity Institute in 
G.uelp·h, Ont. 

The Monster Quest episode 
on the Ogopogo is expected to 
air early next year. 
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