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No contest
plea for
Groom duo

By Susan Greens
Roview-Journal

Two Las Vegans charged with
trespassing on land near the se-
tret Groom Lake Air Force base
have said they will plead no con-
test in exchange for Lincoln
County officials dropping charges
against two others in their party.

“William_Fitzgerald and Con-
stance Ruiz had planned to ap-
pear in Pahrapsgat Valley Jus-
tiee Court on Wednesday to fight
misdemeanor charges alleging
they onfo what_au-
thorities described as a "U.S
Government Militery Instalia
tion, Nellis Bombing Range.”
near Groom Lake, a dry lake bed
west af Alamo.

However, facing scheduling

dre;
for similar charges.

“We'll just give them the bloud
money and get this aver with
* once and for all,” said Fitzgerald

On Jan. 1, Fitzgerald and his
sons Tim and Kevin Fitzgerald,
his neighbors the Ruizes, und
friend Gilbert Narvaiz took three
vehicles to view the Grooi Lk
buse from public lands before the
Air Force withdraws the areu for
a more extensive buffer zan
argund the installation.

The base, which hus never beciu
acknowledged by the Air Foree, v
Delieved to be used to test secret
military aircra

n the group accidentall
drove u half-mile into the 1
stricted zone, they were su
rounded by unidentified gour
in camouflage fatigues who point
ed M-16 rifles at them, After the
group was detained for two hours.
2 Lincoln County sherifl's deputy
carné to arrest the seven sightsc-
ers, then shackled them with
waist chains and jailed them for
several hours at & Pioche deten
tion center.

Soon after the incident, churgen
were dropped aguinst Narviis
and the Fitzgerald brothers wh
they pleaded no contest and paid
$250 fines.

But the rest of the pi
planned Lo fight the charges

*“The arce, or whou
these people are, were delighted
Lo hassle s &nd wrrest us, o Lk
advantage of regular folks wh

Dill, the Lincoln Cuunty b
cutor, wis unavailable for con:
ment Tuesday, but Tracie Lind-
man, the defendunts’ attorney,
said the nemes of the guards who
detuined her clients still remain
secret.




