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NOTICE: The page below has been permenently FROZEN as of January 2000.
Due to resource limitations,
this section of our website is no
longer maintained, so some links may not work and some information may be out of date. We have retained this page for archive reference only,
and we cannot vouch for its accuracy.
Broken links will not be repaired,
and minor errors will not be corrected.
You are responsible for
independently verifying any information you may find here.
More Info

For more recent information about Area 51, see the new
Area 51 Research Center
maintained by Don Emory.

Re: Uri Geller at SRI

From: "Ric Carter" <ric@sonic.net>
Date: Sun, 23 Nov 1997 21:34:33 -0800

> URI GELLER AT SRI
>
> From: "Kinzelman, Paul" <kinzelman_paul@snet.tandem.com>
> To: "'campbell@ufomind.com'" <campbell@ufomind.com>
> Subject: RE: THE TRUTH ABOUT URI GELLER
> Date: Thu, 20 Nov 1997 20:11:50 -0800
>
> I know a guy who said he was one of the researchers at SRI and
> participated on the Uri experiments. I tend to believe him
> because our conversation was an aside to our main purpose (a
> glider course). He said Uri was successful in spite of all their
> controls on the experiment. He thought Uri was on the level. Just
> because a magician can duplicate Uri's feats does not necessarily
> mean that Uri is using trickery to produce his effects.
<...>
> [As I recall from a book somewhere (Schnabel's?), the problems
> that Puthoff, et al, had with Geller is that he wouldn't stay
> within the confines of the experiment.  He produced results only
> on his terms and thus was difficult to test.  In the end, the
> question wasn't whether or not he was psychic but whether or
> not they could work with him, and the answer was definitely no.
> Randi just makes the question that much murkier.  There seems
> little doubt that Geller will use trickery when given the
> opportunity, so the problems of evaluation are compounded.

The point here is that, using Occam's Razor, the simplest answer
that covers the data is probably the correct answer.  Trickery
and fraud are simpler than magic and psi, which involve a lot of
unseen powers.  Therefore, if trickery and fraud serve to explain
some phenomena, I'll bet on chicanery over thaumaturgy every time.

I'm, well, not amazed, but amused, that people insist on taking
fakers like Geller seriously DESPITE their knowing of the frauds.
Geller has been OBSERVED committing, yet True Believers are quite
willing to cut him some slack and hope that his next performance
is "real".  Can you say "wishful thinking"?

Thus it is with magical medicine, magical aliens, magical money,
magical demagogues: fraud is observed but ignored by many, since
they WANT to believe the magic is real.  Yah Glenn, the presence
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of human beings sure hinders the search for... whatever...

ric@sonic.net * http://www.sonic.net/~ric * yow!

+---------------------------------------------------------------
| AREA 51 MAILING LIST - A moderated forum for selected topics
| http://www.ufomind.com/area51/list/ - G. Campbell, Moderator
| "unsubscribe"/"subsingle" to: <area51-request@lists.best.com>
| Submissions to: <area51@lists.best.com>
|
| RELEVANCE OF THIS MESSAGE: Response to Previous Message
|
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