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Our Review Opinion of the webmaster, subject to debate

This book was originally published in 1972, as the public summary of a scientific symposium held in
December of 1969 in Boston. The symposium was something of a response to the Condon Report which
had just been issued and had raised a lot of hackles. It presents the work of the contributors to the
symposium, including all the heavyweights (Hynek, Menzel, McDonald, Sagan, etc), and as such is an
important additon to any UFO library. It captures Sagan in his pre-wetblanket days, when he was much
more optimistic about it all. Menzel's writings are particularly interesting, in light of the new information
that has been brought forth on his background by Friedman. A whole array of positions are put forth in this
work, and each is very well argued. It really hasn't lost any relevance even after all these years. -- tm

This catalog provides the sole financial support for the Ufomind website
and our many free on-line services.... Your purchases keep us going!
If you find out about a book here, please order it here.

Information from the Publisher Always supportive

From the Book Cover

A controversial subject of extraordinary public interest is here examined by experts representing the entire range of
responsible opinion. The book is the result of the proceedings of the American Association for the Advancement of
Science Special Symposium organized by Carl Sagan and Thornton Page to bring together as many as possible of the
divergent views on unidentified flying objects and to apply to them the traditional scientific method,

Fifteen distinguished scientists-from such disparate fields as astronomy, physics, meteorology, psychiatry, psychology,
and sociology, and the science editor of the New York Times discuss all aspects of UFO's. They present photographs and
detailed descriptions of sightings, analyze the reports of witnesses and of data from equipment such as radar, and
propose (or reject) hypotheses to explain the sightings. They devote special attention to the credibility of witnesses,
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natural phenomena that have been identified as UFQO's, the unexplained cases, the connection between the UFO
phenomenon and the news media, psychological factors affecting popular belief in UFQO's, and the possibility that
intelligent life elsewhere in the universe is trying to contact Earth, Some contributors commend, some criticige, past
handling of UFO investigations by the Air Force and by the independent University of colorado Project led by E. U.
Condon,

While the book takes no stand on the issue of UFO reality, it shows that there are still unanswered questions regarding
the physics and psychology of the phenomenon, By confronting the questions through scientific investigacion, the
editors hope to illuminate a problem of significant human concern,
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