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Chapter 1
To her friends, she was the perfect Mormon. Generous, thoughtful, forgiving, community minded, she represented
everything that was good and right about their unique religion. If only outsiders, who always seemed preoccupied with
the Church's unusual doctrines, missionary zeal, and Victorian politics, could meet Kathy Sheets. Then they would
understand the strength and appeal of the Mormon way of life.

She was certainly no ideologue. The Book of Mormon invariably put her to sleep. (Her children once gave her an audio
cassette version to play in the car, but that proved dangerous as well as boring, so she gave it up.) When the "big
questions" came up in conversation‹Did a tribe of Israelites really cross the Atlantic and settle in America? Did Joseph
Smith really discover gold plates on a hillside in upstate New York in 1823? Was he led there by an angel? Was the
Book of Mormon really another gospel that belonged right beside the Old and New Testaments? - she let others fight
over them. She preferred Agatha Christie's mysteries to Joseph Smith's, slept soundly even when she missed church,
and, like the rest of the country, spent her Sunday evenings watching "Murder She Wrote." Her only tie to the Mormon
power structure was a passing friendship with Hugh Pinnock, an old college pal of Gary's, who had become a bigwig in
the Church hierarchy. She considered him an insufferable, sanctimonious windbag. "He-you rhymes with P.U.," she
would say.....
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