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Believing in Magic

The Psychology of Superstition

By Stuart A. Vyse
Our Price: $22.50 (Save 10%)
Original Cover Price: $25.00
Our Item Code: BelievingMagic
Postage Code: book1.5

272 Pages, Hardcover
Cover Size: 6.5 x 9.5 inches
Oxford University Press
Related listings: Paranormal Skepticism
Date: 1997
  ISBN: 0-19-507882-9
    Added to Catalog: 7/19/98


Availability: This item is usually in stock and available for immediate Priority Mail
shipment. Order it today (by 8pm Eastern/5pm Pacific),
and you will probably have it
in 2-3 days (in USA).

(You can remove items or change quantities later.)
OR call us:
702-227-1818 (8am-9pm daily PT)

Order by phone, fax, mail or on-line

This catalog provides the sole financial support
for the Ufomind website
and our many free on-line services....
Your purchases keep us going!
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If you find out about a book here, please order it here.

 Information from the Publisher Always supportive 

Publisher's Synopsis

Lucky numbers. Astrology in the White House. The lure of The X-Files
and Stephen King. Although we live in a
technologically advanced
society, superstition is as widespread as it has ever been. How do
otherwise rational people
come to put their faith in such ephemera?
Believing in Magic addresses this provocative question, taking a
fascinating
look at the psychological underpinnings of superstition. 15
illustrations.

From the Book Cover

Why is superstitious behavior so prevalent? How is this behavior
established and maintained? Is there a superstitious
personality? How do
otherwise rational people come to put their faith in such ephemera? These
are the provocative
questions that Stuart Vyse addresses in Believing in
Magic: The Psychology of Superstition. Superstitions, he writes, are
the
natural result of several well-understood psychological processes,
including our human sensitivity to coincidence, a
penchant for
developing rituals to fill time (to battle nerves, impatience, or both), a
fear of failure, our efforts to cope
with uncertainty, the need for control,
and more. Vyse examines current behavioral research to demonstrate
how
complex and paradoxical human behavior can be understood
through scientific investigation; he explores both the
personality traits
that make us receptive to superstition, as well as the ways superstitious
beliefs can determine our
actions. Although superstition is a normal part
of our modern culture, Vyse argues that we must provide alternative
methods of coping with life's uncertainties by teaching decision analysis,
promoting science education, and challenging
ourselves to critically
evaluate the sources of our beliefs.
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Proceeds from this catalog help support the Mothership --
the world's largest website on
UFOs,
Area 51 and
the Paranormal

Send us corrections using this Feedback Form
or email webmaster@ufomind.com
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