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Our Review Opinion of the webmaster, subject to debate

"Poltergeists, Pranksters and the Secret History of the Cropwatchers." This is the kind of delicious expose
we adore: It is not about crop circles themselves but about the personalities and human conflicts that
surround them. It is a history of the investigation of crop circles in England starting in the early 1980s.
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Round in Circles

What started with collaboration and a sense of adventure soon degenerated into the kind dissention and
senseless backstabbing the UFO field is known for. Researchers divided themselves into camps, each
supporting a different theory to explain the circles. The conflicts became personal, and researchers were
soon contacting their solicitors to charge each other with libel. (Thank goodness libel law is more liberal in
the U.S.1) All the well-known players are profiled with lots of personal and historical details (which we
have used to help build our on-line database). The book ends with the story of "Doug and Dave," who
claim to have hoaxed at least the best known of the circles -- a strong implication by the author that that
the whole phenomenon is an illusion. Crop circle proponents certainly don't like this book, but as a literary
work it is wonderfully ironic. Unless you are a "true believer," you won't be able to put it down. -- Glenn
Campbell

This catalog provides the sole financial support for the Ufomind website
and our many free on-line services.... Your purchases keep us going!
If you find out about a book here, please order it here.

Information from the Publisher Always supportive

From the Book Cover

In the summer of 1980, in Wiltshire, southern England, a group of three swirled circular patterns mysteriously appeared
in farmer John Scull's fields of wheat and oats. Scull blamed Army helicopters. UFO enthusiasts credited flying saucers.
A local meteorologist attributed them to whirlwinds. Each year thereafter the circles continued to appear, in Wiltshire,
Hampshire, Sussex, Oxfordshire, increasing in mystery and complexity as a social, religious, and scientific turmoil grew
around them. Now manifesting in enormous and ornate "pictograms,” the phenomenon continues to draw crowds of the
curious and the faithful, not only to the circles-prone fields of southern England, but to unsuspecting fields in such
places as Germany, France, Belgium, Spain, Romania, Australia, Japan, Canada, and the United States.

North America has been particularly hard hit, with at least several dozen formations each summer since 1990, from New
York and Massachusetts to California and Washington, and from Vancouver to Ontario. North American enthusiasts are
now in the forefront of circles research - or "cerealogy" as it has come to be known - and every summer spend tens of
thousands of dollars and many hours in scientific and spiritual evaluation of circles here and abroad.

One day in the summer of 1991, science writer Jim Schnabel ventured to Wiltshire in search of the circles and an
answer to their annual mystery. He soon became entranced, not merely by the odd swirled shapes in the fields, but by
the human beings who flocked to them: plasma physicists and ritual magicians, dowsers and UFOlogists, New Age
tourists and garrulous mediums, and the devoted "cereal" artists whose work lay behind it all - or almost all. Round in
Circles, the product of Schnabel's journey through the crop-circle world, is a uniquely intimate and entertaining history
of this peculiar phenomenon and the people who surround it.

JIM SCHNABEL is an American science writer based in England. He has contributed to a number of publications
including the Washington Post, Science, the Observer, New Scientist, and the Economist. He is also the author of Dark
White: Aliens, Abductions and the UFO Obsession, published by Hamish Hamilton, London.

Critical Praise for Round in Circles

"Without judging, or being patronizing, he tells the story of each happy nutcase's involvement in the crop circle saga,
mainly through their own words. It's an endearing, absorbing account.”

--The Observer
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Round in Circles

"The funniest book I've read in ages."

--The Daily Mail

Indexing Information Other Relevant Ufomind Pages

Cross References

Crop Circles: An account of the personalities and conflicts of crop circle

Dowsing: intro to dowsing, p. 51-55

Colin Andrews: Many ref's throughout, many unflattering;

Richard Andrews: background and dowsing, rejection by Taylor, Andrews

Jon Erik Beckjord: Beckjord research at Tifinag, p. 209-213

Doug Bower: Chapter 23 devoted to "Doug & Dave™ hoaxes, p.267-277.

Dave Chorley: Chapter 23 devoted to "Doug & Dave" hoaxes, p.267-277.

Ann Druffel: Involvement in legal conflicts between Fuller & others. p.70
Pat Delgado: Chapter 3 devoted to Delgado, p 27-35.

Paul Fuller: Early interest in crop circles, p.36; collaboration with Randles, p.36

Terence Meaden: mentioned throughout; background & interest in tornados, p. 11-14;
Jenny Randles: Mentioned throughout.

Jim Schnabel: Author

Busty Taylor: background and intro to field, p. 31-33

George Wingfield: Mentioned throughout; photo of Wingfield examining crop circle;
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Catalog Listing: Crop Circles
Catalog Listing: UFO Skeptics

Catalog Listing: Best UFO Books
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