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General Links

o N-System FAQ: Espial Device Peeping Your Privacy - Japan's Orwellian "traffic monitoring" surveillance
system explained in English - By Ichiro Kawakami <4/9/99 #1>
Excerpt: "The license plate numbers of cars traveling along roads are recorded by an infra-red camera, run through an OCR program,
the number is run through a database, and if there is a hit an alert is issued. The cameras are outwardly similar to speed trap cameras,
but they are not used to record speed.”
o Talk about N-System - Information and BBS about the N-System - Language: Japanese - By Cyber X <4/9/99 #1.1>
o Nationwide map of known N-System devices - Collection of large- and small-scale maps of Japan and
Japanese localities showing locations of N-System monitoring devices; internet users in Japan report N-
System devices in their areas - Language: Japanese - Map - By Ichiro Kawakami <4/9/99 #1.2>
o Nezumi: Information on unmanned cameras - A tutorial describing Japan's various traffic surveillance
systems and how to tell them apart, with photos - Language: Japanese <4/10/99 #1.3>
Systems covered: CCD cameras with infrared strobes (including Obis), radar devices, N-System, T-System, and surface-
level sensors
o N-System data used to solve 7 crimes - Ostensibly a traffic conditions monitoring device, N-System data
has turned up years later in police criminal investigations - Language: Japanese <4/9/99 #1.4>
Summary: N-System data is apparently archived for years, since it has been used by the police to solve several murder cases
and to apprehend some of the Aum Shinrikyo cult fugitives.
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