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Space aliens

This summer the Big Ear Observatory at Ohio State University will be
dismantled and turned into a golf course. For 25 years, its radio telescope
has searched unsuccessfully for intelligent life In the cosmos. However
extraterrestrials are still glamorous and controversial creatures in the
non-academic world:

* There are six species of ETs at the movies, writes Kurt Andersen in The
New Yorker: more or less normal-looking people; hulking humanoids with
enormous bald heads; the small, grey, hairless, chinless big-eyed waif (the
type reported in most real™ sightinﬁs%; the comic-relief plush toy; the
swamp creature; the overdeveloped shellfish or insect. A successful alien,
said a designer, is one that people can relate emotion to.

Sources: news services.

Drew Williamson
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