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Found on CNN's site at:
http://www.cnn.com/US/9707/25/desert.lights.ap/index.html=20
The video links are in brackets.  =20

                                       =20
Arizona lights might have been Air National Guard

July 25, 1997

Web posted at: 1:53 p.m. EDT (1753 GMT)=20

PHOENIX (AP) -- Arizona may have Maryland to thank for those mysterious
lights seen over Phoenix in March that gave rise to measureless UFO
speculation.=20

And Capt. Eileen Bienz of the Arizona National Guard to thank for
finding that out.=20

"I had one too many UFO calls," the Arizona Guard spokeswoman said
Thursday. "I said, 'I've got to figure this thing out' is what it
finally came down to."=20

Bienz staged a one-person probe after city officials said they could do
nothing and the Air Force rejected even Arizona Republican Sen. John
McCain's request for investigation.=20

She learned that on March 13, when area authorities were inundated by
callers questioning the origin of a boomerang formation of lights over
the Phoenix valley, the Maryland Air National Guard was running an
exercise called Operation Snowbird along the Barry Goldwater Gunnery
Range to the southwest.=20

She also learned that the Maryland force flew eight A-10s and dropped
high-intensity flares on the way back to Davis-Monthan Air Force Base
at Tucson.=20

Arizona military bases had said they had nothing in the air that would
have caused the lights. They found otherwise when, under urging by
Bienz, they checked into visiting aircraft.=20

Operation Snowbird brings aircraft from bases in the northern United
States into Arizona from November to April.=20

(Amateur video of the lights seen over Phoenix=20
1.2MB/24 sec. Small QuickTime movie
1.7MB/20 sec. Large QuickTime movie)=20
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A Davis-Monthan flight schedule shows a squadron of Operation Snowbird
planes left at 8:15 p.m. on March 13 and returned at 10:30 p.m.=20

A spokesman for Luke Air Force Base confirmed that the Maryland planes
were authorized to use the Goldwater range from 9:30 to 10 that night.=20

According to Village Labs in Tempe, which used reports to create
computer simulations of the lights, the lights came to a rest near the
Estrella Mountains southwest of Phoenix. There also were reports of
huge balls of lights that suddenly disappeared.=20

Bienz said the Snowbird planes don't explain away everything reported
that night. They don't match with reports of lights coming in from the
north, zooming through Phoenix and showing up again near Kingman.=20

She's trying to find the origin of those as well.=20

But Snowbird planes might account for the lights seen near 10 p.m. in
the west, the sightings that provided most of the videotape and
photographs.=20

"Our guys did create, while they were up there, an event that this one
colonel told me could be perceived as a hell of a light show," said
Capt. Drew Sullins of the Maryland Guard.=20

Sullins said the planes were probably in a formation, then peeled off
one or two at a time to perform runs during which they would drop
high-intensity flares, called Luu-2, made of either magnesium or
cesium.=20

The flares are suspended by a tiny parachute, may be visible for over a
hundred miles and take a long time to drop, Sullins and others said.=20

When the planes had completed their required runs, they still had a
bunch of flares left, and Davis-Monthan doesn't allow planes to land
with flares aboard -- so they jettisoned the remaining flares as they
left the range.=20

Bienz's discovery left Jim Delitoso of Village Labs at a loss. He said
optical analysis of photos and videotapes show the lights couldn't be
flares and that a computer simulation matching witness accounts places
the lights nowhere near the gunnery range.=20

"I'm open-minded that it could be flares, but we have no evidence of
that," Delitoso said.=20

Sullins said the Maryland Air National Guard also is keeping an open
mind.=20

"All I'm saying is, yes, we had aircraft flying in that area doing
night illuminations." he said. "These guys were flying it. They were
there. We can prove it.=20

"Whether people want to believe it was the mysterious lights, it's up
to them."=20

Copyright 1997  The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This
material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

=A9 1997 Cable News Network, Inc.

All Rights Reserved.

Search for other documents to/from:
stig_agermose

[ Next Message | Previous Message | This Day's Messages ]

[
This Month's Index |
UFO UpDates Main Index
| MUFON Ontario
]

UFO UpDates - Toronto -
updates@globalserve.net
Operated by Errol Bruce-Knapp - ++ 416-696-0304

https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/cgi-bin/search-email.cgi?index=/ufo/updates/&key=stig_agermose
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/ufo/updates/1997/jul/m26-008.shtml
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/ufo/updates/1997/jul/m26-006.shtml
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/cgi-bin/maillist-today.cgi
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/cgi-bin/mailing-month.cgi?file=/ufo/updates/1997/jul/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/ufo/updates
https://web.archive.org/web/1996010151143/http://www.globalserve.net/~updates/mufon/
mailto:updates@globalserve.net


Re: CNN: Arizona Lights Might Have Been Air

m26-007.shtml[01/03/2022 13:17:14]

A Hand-Operated E-Mail Subscription Service for the Study of UFO Related
Phenomena.
To subscribe please send your first and last name to
updates@globalserve.net

Message submissions should be sent to the same address.

[
UFO Topics
| People
| Ufomind What's New
| Ufomind Top Level
]

To find this message again in the future...
Link it to the appropriate Ufologist or
UFO Topic page.

Archived as a public service by Area 51 Research Center which is not
responsible for content.
Software by Glenn Campbell.
Technical contact:
webmaster@ufomind.com

Financial support for this web server is provided by the
Research Center Catalog.

mailto:updates@globalserve.net
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/ufo/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/people/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/new/current/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/people/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/ufo/
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/org/
mailto:webmaster@ufomind.com
https://files.afu.se/Downloads/Websites/www.ufomind.com/html/catalog/

	Local Disk
	Re: CNN: Arizona Lights Might Have Been Air


	k5Ny9qdWwvbTI2LTAwNy5zaHRtbAA=: 
	form1: 
	key: 
	input2: 
	mode: [title]




