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Kent's Statistics Invalid

From: BOB SHELL <76750.2717@CompuServe.COM>
Date: 18 Jun 97 08:30:48 EDT
Fwd Date: Wed, 18 Jun 1997 10:31:01 -0400
Subject: Kent's Statistics Invalid

>From: UFO UpDates - Toronto <updates@globalserve.net>
>Subject: UFO UpDate: 'Roswell-- Anatomy of A Myth' - Part 1/6

I submitted the full text of Kent Jeffrey's article to a friend of mine who runs
a top statistical analysis firm.  Since his company does statistical analysis
for Fortune 500 corporations, he is not interested in getting connected with the
UFO field, and asked me for confidentiality.  Here is his response to Kent's
arguments about the statistics of UFO crashes.

Bob Shell

>Well, Bob---this is not the typical email I get across my desk everyday! But
>interesting; very interesting. Actually, there ARE grounds for disputing the
>"statistical" claim you sent me. I never really thought much about this until
>THIS moment,----ok, here goes:

>First, the statistical anti-UFO argument ASSUMES (and this is very important)
>that Roswell was an UNplanned crash; has that in itself ever been truly
>documented in the first place? I doubt it.  In other words, maybe it was MEANT
to >land; the "crash" was made to look that way for political (?) reasons,
military >strategy, etc....who knows? ...or perhaps it was a PLANNED crash for
other >reasons---why must we feel that we must understand the "reasons" for
everything? >There is NO KNOWN WAY to measure the intentions of any UFO pilots,
just pure >speculation. If any of the above is true, it immediately blows any
statistical >approach, since the entire statistical argument you forwarded to me
is based on >the premise of an UNplanned crash.

>Second, the statistical laws are based on OUR experience, OUR normal curves,
>OUR mathematical proofs all calculated within OUR limited knowledge of the
>known universe. In dealing with supernatural speeds, etc., that we know little
>or nothing about, how can we be SURE that the formulae apply at all in these
>supernatural cases? That would be a very closed-minded view; i.e., OUR
>known-universe "laws" are the only ones that can apply in any circumstance?
>That can NOT be conclusively proven by our very own (limited) scientific laws!

>Tied to the above,  while advancing technology creates higher reliability
>(HA!!! ...tell it to my new Windows95 machine: $4,000 worth of 4 gig HEADACHES;
>still not right after two months!!!  Thanks, Bill Gates...); the tasks being
>asked of a ufo technology are beyond our comprehension. In other words, the
>linear correlation of technology versus reliability may be "out of limits" of
>the function (no pun intended!). Statistical functions only work correctly
>WITHIN ranges of documented experience---ANY professional scientist (or good
>grad student) working with math functions, and particularly statistical
>analysis knows this. In a scientific or corporate research setting, you can get
>in A LOT OF TROUBLE applying linear or non-linear functions to cases OUTSIDE of
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>the realm of historical limits and making predictions or correlation forecasts
>from such functions. UFO's are CLEARLY outside the range of earthly/known
>universe historical limits. Considering the potential modes of travel, speeds
>and distances we are talking about; it is doubtful (but still INconclusive)
>that our "laws" of statistics be applied to such cases.
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