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Subject: Re: ETH [Extra Terrestrial Hypothesis] &c

>From: clark@mn.frontiercomm.net [Jerome Clark]

>Date: Wed, 26 Nov 1997 13:14:02 PST

>To: updates@globalserve.net

>Subject: RE: UFO UpDate: Re: ETH [Extra Terrestrial Hypothesis] &c

>> >Bob,

>> >If you"re not endorsing John Keel"s half-baked ideas,
>> >you ought not to be using his vocabulary. Keel explicitly
>> >endorses occult and demonological notions which no

>> >post-Enlightenment thinker would find of any utility

>> >whatever 1n_trying to make sense of what the UFO

>> >phenomenon is about. As | said, nobody endorses

>> >the use of theory-driven words (whether ET or ultra-

>> >terrestrial) in anything other than hypothesis-driven
>> >discourse. In any case, | would not equate scientific
>> >gspeculation about the possible nature of ET life with
>> >medieval speculation about demons, unless one

>> >pelieves late 20th century science is in no significant
>> >manner different from 12th century theology.

>> >Jerry Clark
<Comments by Mike snipped>
>Mike,

>You make a good point. In fact, fundamentalist
>Christian writers on UFOs often cite Keel"s work,
>and he gets quoted not infrequently in such
>literature. OF course such writers ignore Keel"s
>further assertion that God is just another ultra-
>terrestrial.

>1 have no quarrel with anybody®s religious beliefs
>so long as I"m not being compelled to agree with
>them. OF course Keel is not propounding religious
>doctrine but offerin% what is supposed to be a
>serious hypothesis about the nature of anomalous
>and paranormal phenomena. In that secular
>context his ideas are profoundly irrational and
>deeply paranoid.

>Jerry Clark

Keel"s medieval keep is no doubt without a computer and modem
(for all I know it may not even have running water and
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Re: ETH [Extra Terrestrial Hypothesis] &c

electricity), so permit be a brief response in the old man"s
"behal f."

As illogical as it might appear at first glance, the "‘problem"
with Keel"s theory is not that it is the product of an irrational
and paranoid mind, but that it takes UFO accounts literally and
tries to find an overarching theory to explain every aspect of
the phenomenon.

The search for underlying factors, or commonalities, is known as
phenomenologK, and it"s the same approach Vallee ultimately
applied to the phenomenon, thus mystifying his critics after the
aﬁpearance of his first two "classic" scientific treatments of
the subject. Vallee, too, took eyewitness accounts literally,
even when they began to include a growing variety of seemingly
Bhysucal impossibirlities -- such as the ability to change shapes,
eam people through solid objects, appear larger on the inside
than exterior dimensions would indicate, associated paranormal
effects (psychokinesis, telepathy, etc.), and so on.

When the infamous Dr. X told investigators that he saw two UFOs
float down the valley in front of his house, shooting out sparks
and beams of light (one of which healed an old war injury), merge
to?ether and disappear in a fireworks display, one®s options are
relatively limited. One can assume that the witness is making
most (or all of it) up, merel misBerceived mundane phenomena, or
is literally telling the truth as best he could.

Once you adopt the (in my opinion incautious) latter approach,
even the ETH is going to have a terrifically difficult time
making sense of the good doctor®s alleged experiences (of which
the above are only the half of same).

My point is that the *"conservative ETH" is largely a hypothesis
in name only; when the ETH is actually excercised in practice,
it"s used to gloss over a whole host of grievous scientific
"sins.” In other words, the aliens are endowed with every god-
(or demon)like ability in the book. At the same time, while
possessed of all these miraculous technological advances (FTL
travel, transporters, invisibility, etc.), the picture that
emerges from mainstream abduction research is of a frail species
on the verge of decline, if not extinction, needful of human
genetic material -- as If their scientists, each of whom is to
Einstein as Einstein iIs to a Neanderthal, couldn®t create or
manufacture genetic material on their own. Philosophically and/or
Io?ically, in other words, at least two *givens™ of the
hell-on-wheels ETH are diametrically opposed to one another. Put
another way: the gods of the air (who abduct humans at will and
with impunity) have been revealed to have feet of clay.

IT I didn"t know better, 1°d almost be inclined to believe that
such a hypothesis _was the product of profoundly irrational and
deeply paranoid minds.

Don"t take that personally, Jerry, unless you"re feeling
particularly paranoid at the time you read this. I"m not
referring to your expression of the ETH, of course, just to that
of _mainstream ufologg, you know, the sort of ufology that issues
major titles like ""The Threat" -- nothing paranoid there!

In fact, as far as an¥ self-respecting Bhenomenologist is
concerned, Jacobs wouldn®t necessarily be any ‘‘righter™ or
"wronger™ than Keel. True, he might have identified the mechanism
a little more accurately, but the realit¥ of the situation, in
either case, would be that we"re presently under invasion by
Eods/demons/aliens, the planet®s inhabitants are being routinely

idnapped and abused, and there is absolutely nothing either you
or I (or the Air Force) can do about it.

IT ET actually turns out to be the culprit, then Keel simply

fingered the wrong suspect. Other than that -- phenomenologically
sEeaklng, of course -- he and Jacobs occupy the same world.
Phenomenologically, the "message'" is the same, and so are any

implied consequences.

The difference is that if a Jacobs alien abducts you some night
and slaps on the old Mindscan, you™ll be able to say: "See, |
told you that Keel guy was a nutter!' Under the circumstances,
that may be the only (small) consolation you®"ll have.

Dennis
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