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Re: SETI Scientists Petition White House

From: Roger Evans <moviestuff@cyberjunkie.com>
Date: Tue, 01 Dec 1998 15:58:15 +0000
Fwd Date: Tue, 01 Dec 1998 23:29:06 -0500
Subject: Re: SETI Scientists Petition White House

>From: Serge Salvaille <sergesa@connectmmic.net>
>Date: Mon, 30 Nov 1998 16:07:18 -0500
>Fwd Date: Tue, 01 Dec 1998 10:35:24 -0500
>Subject: Re: SETI Scientists Petition White House

Previously, Serge declared:

>Your preconceived ideas about SETI had you called me stupid and
>a couple other names - and with other subscribers too: bad
>education.  This is understandable since you were arguably
>enough ignorant of the facts and since SETI is such a palatable
>NASAian space human adventure - Jesus Christ.  I am thus
>surprised that, confronted with reality, you STILL evidently
>think I am some stupid asshole.

Okay, let's look reality in the face.

I never called you an asshole. But speaking of calling names,
you DID start this whole argument off with the following:

>>Any 30 years $100-million flopped project supported by
>>mainstream science on the hypothesis of extra-terrestrial life
>>must be questioned by people involved in a 50 years $0.00
>>research who came up with evidence - people who are still
>>laughed at by the same SOBs who support the fore-mentioned
>>project.

As I said before, I support ufology and respect the fact that it
has done so much with so little. What I find offensive about the
above statement is your assertion that anyone also daring to
support SETI is an SOB and your broad generalization that all
SETI supporters laugh at the efforts of ufology.

The "bet" I made was poorly worded on my part, I'll give you
that. And, yes, you did win the bet. I can't deny it. But, in
context with the discussion at hand, the much bally-hoo'd list
you provided is hardly proof that the majority of SETI
supporters are as polarized against ufology as you maintain. As
I've stated before, ufology has outspoken leaders with
questionable agendas, as well. I don't think many within the
ranks of ufology would maintain that these "leaders" define how
everyone else thinks.

Speaking of how some people think, your following statement was
conveniently left out of your current reply:

>>I hope SETI keeps on being a flop. Why? Because any success would
>>give the same SOBs more un-earned respectability and more un-earned
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>>credibility. The people from SETI are, in my opinion, on the OTHER
>>side of the fence: the side of mainstream science, which has
>>deliberately and malevolently kept ufology in a ghetto.

I'm sorry, but anyone genuinely concerned with making contact that takes
such a petty position _is_ being "stupid" as I said before. After self
editing your own comments, you then pointed out the following list
participants as being supportive of your viewpoint:

>[It] has been, _in_some_way_, recognized for its merits (eh?) and an
>open-minded SETI seriously challenged (among others) by: Doc
>Barry Mauthority@webtv.net>, Stan Friedman <fsphys@brunnet.net>,
>Jim Mortellaro <Jsmortell@aol.com>, Jerome Clark
><jkclark@frontiernet.net>, Greg St. Pierre <StrmNut@aol.com>,
>Greg Sandow <gsandow@prodigy.net>.

How about it, guys?

Regardless of your own personal views about the effectiveness of
SETI, do any of you REALLY hope SETI fails? Or do we just
casually ignore the above statement because it's embarrassing to
admit that someone within our ranks could be so mean spirited
and petty?

>I am the _only_ ufologist on record with that attitude, and
thus >the _only_ ufologist with that kind of logic.  If I follow
your >logic, then I am responsible for _all_ ufology being
deliberately >and malevolently kept in a ghetto?

Hey, man. It's not _my_ logic. It's _your's_. You're the one
that maintains the few accurately represent the many. If you've
read anything that I've written, you'll find that my view is
just the opposite and always has been. Make up your mind which
rules you want to follow and for whom...

>I am responsible for ufology
>not reaching the promised land? I plead guilty.  The joke is on
>you, Roger, I am _not_ a ufologist.

I'm sure ufologists everywhere are breathing easier.

>Credibility has to do with authenticity, liability and truth.  I
>am afraid SETI has started on the wrong track with their
>attitude towards ufology: hostile, demagogic, refusing to
>recognize 50 years of evidence, side-tracking the people
>involved in the field.

>This is wrong-doing.  We are not talking only of Sons of Bitches
>here but of Standard Organized Bullshit, which is what stupidity
>is all about.

>I hope they choke.

Too, bad.

I was hoping everyone could work together without someone dying.

Later,

Roger Evans
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