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THE RAELLY LATE LATE SHOW

On Friday 13th, 1998, Rael of The Rael Foundation
(http://www.rael.org) popped up on Irish RTE1 TV's 'The Late Late
Show' as a guest of Gay Byrne's (trivia fans take note: The Late
Late show is reputedly the longest running TV chat show ever). Rael,
who used to be French motor-racing journalist Claude Vorlihon,
formed the Foundation in 1973 and claims it to be the largest UFO
organisation in the world, with 35,000 members in 85 countries
(information culled from Mark Pilkington's 'Off the Tracks With
British Rael' http://www.magonia.demon.co.uk/news/rael.html from
Magonia 60, Summer 1997).

Rael has been on The Late Late Show twice before, four and
eight years ago. This is rather interesting, as Byrne tended to treat
Rael, resplendent in his immaculate white poloneck and white furs
(the Liberace of ufology?), with undisguised and reasonably well
formed scepticism.
Why does he keep coming back? I suspect that he gains enough
followers each time, despite his host's derogatory attitude. And
perhaps this is also a good time for recruiting in Ireland, with
the the current surge in UFO interest.

Rael wasn't the only guest -- on the panel was a very nervous looking
Alan Sewell, of the Irish Centre for UFO Studies
(http://freespace.virgin.net/ic.ufos/), an organisation who have been
mentioned in this column several times. Seated in the audience
was Eamon Ansbro, also associated with ICUFOS.

My tape of the programme begins with  Gay speaking to a well
spoken middle aged lady (with a slight British accent) by the name of
Betty, who resides on a hill above Boyle, Co. Roscommon. At 6am on an
October 1997 morning, Betty was looking out of her bedroom window,
when she saw three 'cigar shaped' objects travelling, at intervals of
a few seconds, from west to east. After a longer interval, a fourth
flew past. She contacted Sligo regional airport, who told her that
there were no aircraft in the area. She concluded that the objects
'must have been UFOs, because no aircraft can travel at this speed'.
More recently, Betty witnessed a red 'star' appearing and
disappearing some 7 times in different parts of the sky, at around
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7pm.

It was at this stage Rael and Sewell were introduced, Rael plunging
into a lengthy explanation of his plans to build an embassy at the
request of the Elohim, i.e., the aliens, in a demilitarised airspace.
This is so that they won't be jumped upon by the military, and turned
into 'guinea pigs', instead of receiving the world leaders at their
leisure.

Rael had plans to build this embassy in Jerusalem, but has now seems
to have changed his mind (to Ireland?). I would have thought that
Israeli airspace is perhaps one of the least demilitarised in the
world, raising questions about why he ever picked Jerusalem in the
first place, other than for religious reasons. Money is not an issue,
according to Rael, as he has some $5 million to spend.

The Elohim, according to Rael, are 25,000 years ahead of us -- and
they are *our creators* -- when they created us they were at the same
stage as we are now, in a quandary over the cloning of humans. Some
radical scientists broke away from their home planet, and created us,
the humans on earth (For more on Rael's cloning shenanigans, see an
earlier Blather, http://www.nua.ie/blather/archives/issue1no5.html).

At this point Byrne, interjected with the obvious question - if this
crowd are 25,000 years ahead of us, why can't they just land on the
grounds of RTE, and stroll ahead into the studio? Rael became
animated, explaining how they would be immediately seized by the
police and army, and how instead they wanted respect, and to arrive
in a more sociable manner.

The image conjured for me by these statements -- Gardai towing away
the Elohim's craft for illegal parking -- is now firmly etched upon
my mind.

Sewell was not in agreement with these ideas. He said that that
whatever's haunting our skies is, yes, intelligent, but carrying out
some 'surveillance program'. He then more or less admitted that he
just doesn't really know what's going on with these UFOs.

Gay Byrne then interviewed a member of the audience, a lady by the
name of Moya Hennessy, a civil servant, and 'leading member of the
Raelians' in Ireland. Ms. Hennessy would appear to be on quite the
religious experience buzz, telling Gay how Rael's writings and
teachings had answered all of her questions'. She didn't say what
these questions were. For the record, she has never seen a UFO.

Then Gaybo questioned Ansbro, who explained the ICUFOS's 'success' in
divining the location and dates of future UFO sightings - he
mentioned Bantry in April 1997 and Boyle on December 14th 1997 as
examples. Readers of Blather may recall my December 14th trek across
north Dublin sand dunes, documented in 'War of the Wetlands'
(http://www.nua.ie/blather/archives/issue1no32.html), for a predicted
Dublin sighting -- which didn't happen. Ansbro predicted another --
Tuesday, February 18th, 1998, time, 22:30. Where? Over
Dublin. 'We'll look out for that' sez Gaybo.

I was in Dublin, as per usual, on this date. Nothing to report.
Dublin City (excluding the extreme suburbs and hinterland) has a
population of around half a million people, so I suppose there's a
chance that perhaps someone, somewhere might have seen 'something',
but I won't be losing any sleep waiting to hear about it.

Next up was some footage shot in Boyle in December, of a cylindrical
light, allegedly hovering in the sky. Byrne was sceptical - he
pointed out that it could be a street light, or that in fact, it
could be *anything*. Sewell defended the footage, explaining that it
was taken in Lough Key Forest Park - away from any electric lighting.
Gay Byrne was a man unconvinced (and I have to say, it's not often
that my opinions obviously coincide with his, but in this case, I am
less than impressed the evidence). Sewell went on to point out the
15-20 lights appearing around the object, but Gaybo began steering
away from the murky waters of Rorschach testing on live TV.

At this point, several members of the audience -- normal people
began giving their own sceptical opinions, and asking some
interesting questions. In answer to a question concerning
Christianity versus What Rael Had to Say, Rael had to explain how the
Elohim were actually 'God', that Mary was abducted and impregnated by
the Elohim (like Rael's mum, or so we're told) and that Jesus was,
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like Rael, half Elohim, half human. And that J.C. would be back with
a cure of cancer and AIDS, as soon as we build this embassy.

I'll keep an eye on the newspapers for Planning Permission notices.

(Thanks to both Aonghus de Barra and Monica Walsh for being so good
as to record 'The Late Late Show' for my dissection)

NO WE HAVE NO CRASHES TODAY
Isn't it interesting how people started seeing UFOs in Boyle once the
crash story hit the tabloids? -- mind you, the ICUFOS maintain the
sightings have been happening for years. Continuing the 'Boyle Crash'
thread , Blather dropped a cautious email to Saab's PR department,
requesting comments regarding rumours of an alleged Gripen crash in
Ireland. We received a very cheery answer:

	 From: coms@saab.se
	 Subject: Svar: Message from the Gripen Website

	 Hello Dave!
	 There has been no Gripen crash in Ireland.
	 During the development of Gripen two test aircraft crashed
	 but they both crashed in Sweden.
	 Kind regards
	 Elin Almer

What can you say to such candidness?
I replied to this message, explaining how a kind of rumour and/or
myth was springing up about an alleged Gripen crash.
Ms. Almer responded explaining how this was perhaps not such a
surprise - after all, the gripen is an 'old mythological animal'. I
would gather that gripen is Swedish for Griffin -- any comments,
anyone?

ANY FORTEANS IN WEST VIRGINIA?
On behalf of Loren Coleman, Blather is blatantly utilising your
readership to gather information regarding sightings and thus
possible activities of large hairy bipeds in West Virginia early in
February 1998. All reports to fortean@maine.rr.com

Dave Walsh
20th February 1998

Feedback and comments to <blather@nua.ie>

Have your say: http://www.nua.ie/blather/blabber

*******************************************************************

NUA INTERNET SURVEYS
A weekly newsletter, Internet Surveys is a free digest of the most
interesting surveys containing data relating to the Internet.
It is available by sending an email to <surveys-request@lists.best.com>
with the word "subscribe" in the body of the message.

NUA WHAT'S NEW
A monthly newsletter, What's New  is a free monthly newsletter
highlighting the new additions, happenings and changes at Nua.
It is available by sending an email to <whatsnew-requestlists.best.com>
with the word "subscribe" in the body of the message.

NUA NEW THINKING
New Thinking is a free, weekly, 500-word email column, whose
objective is to contribute to a practical philosophy for The
Digital Age. It is available by sending an email to
<newthinking-request@lists.best.com> with the word "subscribe" in
the body of the message.

*******************************************************************

SPONSORSHIP:
While Blather will always remain free to the subscriber, Nua is
always willing to talk to interested parties with regard to
sponsorship.
Contact Daev Walsh: <daev@nua.ie>
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Blather archives, please go to:
http://www.nua.ie/blather/archives/index.html

*******************************************************************

NUA LIMITED
Nua, a vibrant, innovative, Irish company whose focus is in helping
progressive organisations adapt to the new environment created by
the Internet. We have the management/marketing, design and technical
skills to truly understand your unique situation, and to translate
that understanding into a successful Internet presence for you.

SUBSCRIBING TO BLATHER
Send an email to:
<blather-request@lists.best.com>
with the word
subscribe
in the body of the message. An automatic acknowledgement
should be returned to you by e-mail within a few minutes.

UNSUBSCRIBING
Send an email to
<blather-request@lists.best.com>
with the word
unsubscribe
in the body of the message.

TECHNICAL PROBLEMS
If you are having any technical problems,
please email the Nua Webmaster at: <web@nua.ie>.

*******************************************************************
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UFO UpDates - Toronto -
updates@globalserve.net
Operated by Errol Bruce-Knapp - ++ 416-696-0304

A Hand-Operated E-Mail Subscription Service for the Study of UFO Related
Phenomena.
To subscribe please send your first and last name to
updates@globalserve.net

Message submissions should be sent to the same address.
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To find this message again in the future...
Link it to the appropriate Ufologist or
UFO Topic page.

Archived as a public service by Area 51 Research Center which is not
responsible for content.
Software by Glenn Campbell.
Technical contact:
webmaster@ufomind.com

Financial support for this web server is provided by the
Research Center Catalog.
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